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GIPSY PROJECT

An important project to teach the gipsies in this country was
launched on 27 May by the Youth Department of The London
and East England RTC. On Sunday morning helpers arrived
from Avylesbury, Brent, Cambridge, Epsom, Ipswich, Henley,
Welwyn-Garden-City and Watford.

Our first destination was a large camp a few miles from Watford.
On arrival we were greeted by dozens of very lively gipsy

children. It did not take us long to get acquainted with them.

After showing us round the camp they soon took us as their
playmates and we found ourselves with a child in each arm and
a third one demanding a piggy-back at the same time. They
were beautiful children and soon we settled down to singing
some Bahd'i songs for them and a few of them became quite
eager to learn a song for themselves.

In the meantime some of the parents had come out of their
caravans to find out what was going on. It was not difficult for
us to talk to them and tell them about the purpose of our visit.
The response was friendly and co-operative. The gipsies having
gone through great hardships themselves could understand the
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need for the great world redeeming message of Baha'u’llah.

By this time curiosity had spread round the whole camp and
almost every caravan that we passed someone would want to
know who we were and what we were doing.

The whole morning turned out for us a series of new experiences
as we taught the gipsies and tried to keep the children out of
mischief. The loving attitude of the Baha'is towards the travellers
who had experienced nothing but intolerance from society, had
won us their favour. When it was time for us to leave, we were
surrounded by pleas to return there again.

In the afternoon we went to a smaller camp near Hatfield. Once
again it provedvery easy for us to get acquainted with the gipsies.
Half of us started singing with the children while the other half
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conveyed the Message of Bahd'u’llah to the adults.

The head of the camp, whose sons and daughters together with
their families occupied the other dwellings in the camp, held a
long conversation with a number of us and was much impressed

with the Bahd'is. At the end of the day when leaving the camp
we were once again met with requests to return.

At the end of an eventful day, physically tired but spiritually
very happy, we retired to discuss the experiences of the day.
There was no doubt between us that the gipsies were a wonderful
race of people with simple and open hearts that were going to
respond to the call of Bahd'u‘lldh. They were a race whose lives
had been a constant struggle to gain some sort of security in an
indifferent society. It seemed obvious that they needed to come
under the shelter of the love of Bahd'u’llah. To achieve this we
concluded required us frequently to visit the gipsies in order to
gain their friendship and trust. At the same time we felt it was
necessary for us to listen to their problems and understand their
difficulties. A follow-up was planned for the next weekend.

On 3 June friends from Welwyn-Garden-City, Epsom and
Watford met to visit the large gipsy camp for the second time.
As we entered the camp the faces of the children lit up and the
smiling adults welcomed us. The children were anxious to play
with us but the adults were even more willing to talk to us. We
were invited to sit beside their caravans and there followed a very
useful and stimulating exchange of views. Most of the gipsies
could not read or write and, therefore, the Faith was explained
verbally in very simple language. Due to a lack of education, we
realised the children were very eager to learn, and what better
things are there to give them than the Teachings of Bahd'u'lldh
for this day and age. This, we discovered, had the agreement
of the parents. Again, when the time came for us to leave the
camp, we were met by questions of ‘When are you going to come
again?’.

We feel teaching the gipsies is an experience that must be shared
by everyone. One or two communities do not have the resources
to keep up a sustained programme of teaching, especially for the
gipsies. The fruits that regular visits to these camps can bring are
enormous. At the moment manpower is required so that groups
of Bahd'ls can be organised to visit these camps every weekend.
If you can spare a day in any weekend phone Watford 32317.
A project has been started, the follow-up is up to YOU,

THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH
by Denis MacOein

We may beat upon the rocks of Sinai, upon the slopes of the
Mount of Beatitudes, upon Hira or Sar-Galu, with the hammers
of our philosophies; we may enter the darkness of Herod's
dungeon, of the cell wherein Krishna was born, of the Tomb
in the garden, the blackness of Chihrig or the Siyah-Chal,
bearing with us the lamps of our sciences; we may examine in
our laboratories the nails of the cross, or the bullets that tore
the body of the Blessed Bab, the spearpoint that pierced
Zarathustra through and through, or the chains that bore down
the body of Bahd'u’lldh. But, without the strength of faith, the
light of true understanding, and the touchstone of inner
knowledge, we will find only weathered stone, the ancient
dampness of a prison-cell, the coldness and the firelessness of
rusted iron.

We may walk in the footsteps of the Holy Ones: from the city
of Ur by the Euphrates unto the land of Canaan and the Jordan
Valley, from the slave-camps of Pharaoh’s Egypt unto the milk
and honey of the Promised Land beyond the Sea of Reeds, in the
path of the Pillar of Fire, from the holy precincts of Mecca to
Medina the blessed, across the lonely paths of exile from Tihran
to Baghdad, into the mountains of Kurdistan, across the freezing
winter desert unto Constantinople, and again traverse the weary
miles to Edirnih, coming at last, after millennia of wandering, to
the Holy Land again, in the city of ‘Akka upon the Western
shore. But, without the true Guide to lead us, and lacking the
chart of truth, we will come to no destination, reach no goal,
and the end of our journey will be but bleeding and broken feet,
a heavy soul, and a weary heart.

We may fill our shelves with the Torah and the Law, with the
Evangel and the Psalms, we may memorize by heart the verses
and chapters of the Qur'an, and know in full the Traditions and
their names, we may transcribe the Vedas and the Gita, comment
upon the Upanishads, render into strange tongues the
Dhammapada, the Avesta or the Gathas, we may read in full the
verses of the Bayan, or all the volumes revealed by the Most
Great Pen, but if His Word be not within our hearts, and its
meaning be not engraved upon the shadows of our hearts, and
its essence fused with the fabric of our souls, we will see but
common words, and read but letters, and hear within the hollow
chambers of our breasts but sounds and vibrations of sounds,
whose rattle will echo there for a thousand years and give no
sense, transmute into no meaning.

EDITORIAL

The friends are reminded that changes of address and requests
for changes in the numbers of Journals required should be sent
to the National Office, 27 Rutland Gate, London SW?7, and
NOT to the Editor.

The Editorial Committee would welcome photographs of Bahd'l
events — black and white if at all possible, colour photographs
can sometimes be used, but only if they are particularly clear.

The deadline date for material for the October issue of the
Journal is 10 September, which should be sent to the Editor:

Lois Hainsworth
Treen,

Allerton Park
Leeds LS7 4ND

NOTICES
MARRIAGES

22 June KarolaWitt to Abmad Zaim Mostafanajad in Hamburg.
29 June Elizabeth Tweedie to lain Palin in Edinburgh.

BIRTHS

Ted Cardell drives a tractorload of happy children around his
farm at a recent picnic.
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Bahai Publishing Trust

2 South Street
Oakham
Rutland

THE TRUST WILL BE CLOSED FOR A FORT-
NIGHT FOR THE ANNUAL HOLIDAY FROM
FRIDAY 27 JULY TO MONDAY 13 AUGUST.
ORDERS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED FOR
DESPATCH DURING THIS PERIOD.

BEING A BAHA'(’

This is a handy wallet containing seven illustrated, coloured
cards, each dealing with a different aspect of the Faith and
written very simply. There are cards with mini biographies of
The Bab, Bahd'u’lldh and ’‘Abdu’l-Bahda and with notes on
Bahd'i Law, Administration and Prayer, and are ideal for giving
to young people, or to those who do not like to read anything
substantial. They are available on free issue for teaching purposes
from the National Teaching Committee, whose secretary is
Will van den Hoonaard, 33 Harkyn Road, Chester.

‘THE PRICELESS PEARL'’

by
Hand of the Cause ‘Amatu’l-Bahd Rdhiyyih Khanum

This fascinating life story of Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the

Bahd'i Faith incidentally provides, in the process of telling of

the Faith’s development, trials and triumphs during his Guardian-

ship, guidance on practically every Baha'i teaching.

IT IS NOW AVAILABLE IN A FULLY ILLUSTRATED,
PAPERBACK EDITION.

The exceptionally low price per copy of this paperback edition
is:
£0.63 or U.S. $1.50

(N.S.A.’s, Publishing Trusts and National Booksales Committees
will be allowed the usual discount of 10%, subject to a minimum
order of 10 copies).

This printing is heavily subsidised to help those who could not
afford to buy the cloth bound edition. When reprinted the price
will be much higher, possibly doubled, so it is offered at the
above price ‘subject to being unsold’.

IMMEDIATE ORDERING IS RECOMMENDED

SPECIAL NOTE:
A few copies of the special de luxe edition signed by 'Amatu’l-
Bahd Ruhiyyih Khanum are available.

At the request of ‘Amatu’l-Bahd Ruhiyyih Khdnum these are
for disposal at £21 each, the addition to the original price being
a contribution made by the purchaser towards subsidising a
second edition of the paperback edition which is now nearly
sold out, and which will cost something like double if no
subsidy is available.

Copies of the Spanish Edition of this wonderful book are now
available.

In make-up and content it is identical with the English language
edition and a small quantity has been imported so that anyone
wishing to give acopy to a Spanish speaking friend in this country
or abroad can obtain one from the Trust or purchase one from
the bookshop in the London Haziratu’l-Quds. They cost £1.50
each, paper cover; there is no hardback edition.

PRAYER BOOKS
Baha'u’lldh has said of Prayer:

‘Intone, O My servant, the verses of God that have been
received by thee, as intoned by them who have drawn
nigh unto Him, that the sweetness of thy melody may
kindle thine own soul, and attract the hearts of all men.
Whoso reciteth, in the privacy of his chamber, the verses
revealed by God, the scattering angels of the Almighty
shall scatter abroad the fragrance of the words uttered
by his mouth, and shall cause the heart of every righteous
man to throb. Though he may, at first, remain unaware
of its effect, yet the virtue of the grace vouchsafed unto
him must needs sooner or later exercise its influence upon
his soul. Thus have the mysteries of the Revelation of God
been decreed by virtue of the Will of Him Who is the
Source of power and wisdom.’ Gleanings P. 294.

'Abdu’l-Bahd has said that Prayer is indispensible:

‘O thou spiritual friend! Thou hast asked the wisdom of
prayer. Know thou that prayer is indispensible and
obligatory, and man under no pretext whatsoever is
excused from performing the prayer unless he be mentally
unsound, or an insurmountable obstacle prevent him.
The wisdom of prayer is this: That it causeth a connection
between the servant and the True One because in that
state man with all heart and soul turneth his face towards
His Highness the Almighty, seeking His association and
desiring His love and compassion. The greatest happiness
for a lover is to converse with his beloved, and the
greatest gift for a seeker is to become familiar with the
object of his longing; that is why with every soul who is
attracted to the Kingdom of God, his greatest hope is to
find an opportunity to entreat and supplicate before his
Beloved, appeal for His mercy and grace and be immersed
in the ocean of His utterance, goodness and generosity.’

Baha'i World Faith P. 368.

Do you have an adequate selection of prayer books for your
own use? And to give to seekers?

To use at home and to take to meetings there is:

Bahd'i Prayers — red Cloth cover B.7. at 50p.
— red washable plastic cover B.7. at 70p.

To have in your pocket and to give to others there is:

Love of God - P.91 at 6p. each.
This is available in eight different cover colour/print colour
combinations and at special prices for twenty or more as
detailed on the price-list.

To give to children, in large-type for easy reading there is:
Baha'i Prayers for Children — B.8. at 10p.

For your own reference and for use at devotional meetings
(containing a wide range of prayers and meditations) there is:
Prayers and Meditations — B.4. at £1.13.

Do you have ALL these yourself? If not, consider yet further
words of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, for in addition to telling us what is the
wisdom of prayer, as quoted above, He says elsewhere: —
‘I now assure thee, O servant of God, if thy mind become
empty and pure from every mention and thought and thy
heart attracted wholly to the Kingdom of God, forget all
else besides God and come in communion with the Spirit
of God, then the Holy Spirit will assist thee with a power
which will enable thee to penetrate all things, and a
Dazzling Spark which enlightens all sides, a Brilliant
Flame in the zenith of the heavens, will teach thee that
which thou dost not know of the facts of the universe
and of the divine doctrine. Verily, | say unto thee, every
soul which ariseth today to guide others to the path of
safety and infuse in them the Spirit of Life, the Holy
Spirit will inspire that soul with evidences, proofs and
facts and the lights will shine upon it from the Kingdom
of God.’ from Tablets of ‘Abdu’l-Bahéd P. 205.
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NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITIES

BANGOR, North Wales: The Bangor community was very
happy to welcome Will van den Hoonaard, May Hofman and
two friends from Glasgow who all travelled long distances
to participate in a spiritually profitable deepening weekend
on 1/3 June. On the Saturday evening, Bahad'is from Dyffryn
Ardudwy joined us for the public meeting arranged at a local
hotel, and although at first only Baha'is were present, very
soon, after several of the friends went into the town, saying
prayers and searching for receptive souls, we found that we
were entertaining ten contacts! Three of these interested
people are continuing to attend firesides and deepening sessions
and seem to enjoy participating in the discussions.

Summer Teaching Project in North Wales: for details of events
to be arranged, please contact Mrs Carolyn Gibbs (secretary),
453 Caernarvon Road, Bangor, Caerns. We would greatly
appreciate support of all kinds and if you think you can help
in any way please join the Bangor friends sometime in the
summer months (the project is taking place well into the
Autumn). We would like to make a special request for ‘musical’
Baha'is to pay us a visit as plans are being made for such events
as singing on the beaches in the area.

CHELMSFORD: A street teaching project was launched by the
Chelmsford friends on Saturday, 16 June. Activity was con-
centrated on the pedestrian shopping precinct. Musicians,
including trumpet, flute, guitar and well supported with tabla
and bongo, were stationed by the fountain from which the
arcades radiate, played and sang Bahd'i songs and improvisations.
Outstanding among the musicians were the new believers from
the Lowestoft area. A display of posters and illustrations was
used and much attention was aroused, love radiated and beautiful
spirit was released. Contacts were formed and one soul was
welcomed into the Faith. A happy picnic was held the next day
in the public park and a social afternoon followed in the
YMCA Hall, which was well attended by friends from other
communities plus seekers. Teaching continues in the precinct
every Saturday and the help of believers, to experience the
bounties of street teaching or join the Chelmsford friends in
their prayers, is needed. ‘

COLEG-Y-FRO: There is to be a weekend school commencing
with dinner on Friday, 26 October, through two days to teatime
on Sunday, 28 October. The all-in charge will be £5.50 — if you
would like to take this opportunity for deepening, fellowship and
service, please write to Carl Card, 13 Mynachdy Road, Cardiff,
South Wales.

CRAIGAVON: Northern Ireland, a festering sore in the eyes of
the world, could erupt spiritually through the power of the
Greatest Name.

We are organising a Summer Teaching Project of the greatest
magnitude. The dates are 17 August to 9 September inclusive.
These dates are DEFINITE.

You can HELP. Support is desperately needed. Everyone who
is willing to participate should contact the LSA secretary,
Barry Watson, 44 Aldervale, Tullygally, Craigavon. Results
could stagger the mind (and the body)!

ECCLES: “The Vision of a New Age’’ was the title given to this
year's Eccles Weekend School, which took place on 16/17 June
and attracted friends from many places. Excellent talks were
given, an interesting slide show and a panel session all added to
the success of the school and our community is deeply grateful
to those who contributed to this success. A concert took place
on the Saturday evening, which the mayor and mayoress
attended and they were presented with an appropriately inscribed
book. We were given excellent singing and guitar playing by the
artists who helped us and the “Valley of Love” gave a brand
new and very dramatic performance.

EDINBURGH: The Scottish Regional - Teaching Committee
organised a stall at the Royal Highland Agricultural Show held
at Ingliston, near Edinburgh, from 19 to 22 June. Over the
four days over 100,000 people visited the Show and several
thousand leaflets were taken away by interested enquirers.

What is believed to be the first Bahd'i marriage to be celebrated
in a church took place on 29 June, when Dr lain Palin married
Elizabeth Tweedie in the bride’s church, both ceremonies taking
place in the church. The matter was referred to the Universal
House of Justice, who replied that as the bride was a church
member there was no objection to this being done, provided
the usual criteria for a Bahd'i marriage were met. Over a hundred
people attended the wedding ceremonies and the proclamation
value was notable.
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The Bahd'l community have an entry in Edinburgh’s Radical
Directory where a very brief summary of the Faith is given,
together with a quotation from “THE HIDDEN WORDS".

HEYWOOD: Proclamation Day: An event which began with
letters claiming Bahd'u’lldh was a false Prophet culminated
in the Proclamation of the Baha'i Faith in Heywood on 30 June.
The day began with many Bahd'is actively preparing the Civic
Hall for the event, erecting a large exhibition and distributing
leaflets.

At 2.00 pm there arrived at the Civic Hall the Chairman of the
Crompton UDC, Councillor George Read, accompanied by
Councillor Mrs Read representing the local MP, Mr Joel Barnett,
who was unable to be present, but had sent a telegram of good
wishes for the occasion. Also present were the Mayor and
Mayoress of Heywood, Councillor and Mrs L. Nutall, the Editor
of the ‘“Heywood Advertiser’’ as well as two ex-Mayors and
other dignitaries. Three Proclamation books were presented to
the leading Civic Heads, with bouquets of flowers to Councillor
Mrs Read and the Mayoress.

Short addresses were given by the Chairman of the Crompton
UDC and the Mayor, in praise of the teachings of the Faith,
which were followed by a talk by Philip Hainsworth: ‘“Meeting
the challenge of today'’.

The Civic Party were then entertained to tea by the NSA members
present, and this was followed by a slide show of the Holy Land
including places of Bahd'i interest. Then the civic party left, and
an open forum with six members on the panel answered questions
from the floor. There was then an interval for tea and a chance
to see the exhibition, while in the evening a concert took place
which many claimed was the best they had witnessed.

Many communities contributed money to make the day such a
wonderful success, while to include the areas from which Bahad'is
came or the artists who took part, would take up too much
space, but the Heywood Group would like to thank one and all
for making the Proclamation of the Faith in Heywood such a
glorious and momentous occasion.

The Mayor and Mayoress of Heywood signing the visitors’ book
after receiving the Proclamation book, with Louis Ross Enfield
of the Heywood group.

OUTER MANCHESTER AREA: Isolated believers in the
Manchester area continue to meet together and to hold Unity
Feasts in their homes in rotation and also to picnic together,
most recently in the gardens of Lyme Hall. The readings and
prayers which we always share seemed even more significant
in this peaceful atmosphere and we plan a further such summer
Unity Feast in Heaton Park on 21 July.

SCUNTHORPE: The sun shone gloriously for the Scunthorpe
Family Weekend, and many people came into the Bahd'i tent
and showed interest in the Faith. It was a great opportunity for
proclamation and the Faith made its presence felt; on two
occasions we had a five minute spot on closed television to an
audience of about 75. The lone Bahd'i in Scunthorpe attributes
all the success of the weekend to the friends who supported the
effort and who came from Yorkshire, Lancashire and the
Midlands. On 14 August, this will be followed up by a slide
show at the Central Community Centre, Lindum Street. Should
any of the friends be able to support this event, they will be
most welcome.

SOUTHPORT: Help needed on 8 September for a Public
Meeting at 8.00 pm. at the YMCA, Hoghton Street. There
will be an opportunity beforehand for some street teaching
and to hand out leaflets. A table will be erected in the Burton
Arcade with display material.
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