


















Page Ten December 1973 

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITIES 

BEDFORD: Eve Boswell was "Top of the Bill" at an I nter­
national Concert held at the Civic Theatre, Bedford, on Thursday 
15 November, and presented by the Baha'Is of Bedford to mark 
the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Declaration of Human 
Rights. The programme was compared by Philip Hainsworth 
who welcomed the audience of about 110 and introduced 
Mrs Constance Metz, the Secretary of the local branch of United 
Nations Association, who spoke about the United Nations 
Organisation and Human Rights. (The NSA directive as regards 
non-association with UNA arrived after arrangements with 
Mrs Metz had been made). 

The artists in the first half of the programme were Adrian Byron 
Burns, singer and guitarist, the Dawnbreakers who sang original 
Baha'I songs, and Lois Hainsworth, singing songs of different 

accompanied by Sylvia Schulman. All the items were 
warmly received, particularly Eve Boswell's dynamic forty-five 
minute programme in which she sang and played the clarinet and 
was accompanied by the Kenneth Lewis Trio. 

Although a great deal of effort had been put into the organisation 
and publicity, a newspaper stoppage followed by a strike during 
the two week period before the concert prevented the hoped-for 
photographs and pre-pUblicity appearing in the Press. The wide 
dissemination of circulars plus paid advertising did not bring the 
public response that had been expected. The Bedford friends 
are very grateful to Baha'Is from other communities in the unit 
who accounted for quite a number of the audience. However, 
at least half the total were non-Baha'is . 

CHEADLE AND GATLEY: Our One-Day School was held on 
21 October, at the Public Hall in Heald Green, and was well 
attended by friends from the region. I n the afternoon Philip 
Hinton gave an eloquent and ani mat ed tal k on the theme of the 
school, "The Changing World". This was preceded by Adam 
Thorne showing his beautifully compiled slide-show. Quite a 
few enquirers came to the evening social, the highlight of which 
was a highly dramatic performance of their latest show by the 
"Valley of Love", which blended perfectly with the theme of 
the school and gave it its "final touch". The school was well 
publicised with posters around Cheadle, and we know that the 
name of the Faith has been noticed by a large number of people. 

CRAIGAVON: Our community has been much blessed since we 
formed our Spiritual Assembly just before Ridvan. Publicity in 
this area has been very varied and widespread.'Main events have 
been the visit of Ramin and Tawfiq, joy-spreading students from 
Persia and Egypt, via Scotland. Their visit gave us publicity in 
the way of an article, photo and a brief accurate mention of the 
Faith. 

Then Maxine Lethbridge of Craigavon and Jim Bradley, of 
Stornoway, were married and publicity this gave us was and is 
still truly amazing. The two local papers (40,000 circulation at 
least) each held a photograph and a written paragraph . Many 
strangers approached them in the streets and gave their 
congratulations weeks afterwards. The Irish have long memories! 

This all led up to Our Project of which we give a brief resume. 
The Summer Project began in Craigavon on Saturday 17 August 
with a deepening weekend, "Teaching the Cause of God". 
Mary Kouchekzadeh and Beman Khosravi, Auxiliary Board 
Members, guided the discussions at which were present Baha'Is 
from a wide variety of countries. 

An Exhibition, depicting the history, central Figures, Teachings, 
Laws, Administration, the growth of the Faith, the Proclamation 
of Baha'u'llah and the Houses of Worship - very comprehensive 
- was opened on Tuesday 20 August in a shop fairly centrally 
placed in Portadown. It was built very artistically and 
professionally, principally by Barry Watson and Les Gornall. 
This was an attraction which encouraged many different people 
to investigate the Faith and ran for four weeks. 

Hand in hand with the Exhibition went street teaching which, 
although at times seemed discouraging, did produce many 
valuable contacts. 

Prayer played an enormous part in our acti vi ties. On the two 
occasions of twenty-four hour vigils we had amazing results, 
bringing several very close contacts. Prayers were said at the 
Exhibition every morning and at various intervals during the day 
in a nearby flat. Regular firesides, three times a week, were fun, 
interesting and did bring non-Baha'is. A picnic for Baha'Is was 
relaxing and two concerts, with main attraction Ted Edwards 
from Eccles, but supported by very talented local non-Baha'is 
and Baha'Is, drew quite a number of the local populace, despite 
the dislike of venturing out at night. 

Eve Boswell as she appeared at the Bedford concert. 

Every Sunday an analysis of the previous week's activities was 
held and proved very helpful. We were also graced with a reply 
to our request for prayers at the Holy Threshold - "Please 
convey Baha'is Craigavon assurance prayers Holy Shrines Divine 
Confirmation devoted labours." 

Finally, we had two public meetings in the towns of Lurgan and 
Portadown respectively. Speakers were Ken Elsmore (New 
Zealand) and Beman Khosravi (N.Ll. Large crowds were not 
forthcoming, but, nevertheless, the meetings taught us some 
helpfu I lessons. Publicity was extensive and we feel that 
Craigavon has now heard of Baha'I. 

We are especially grateful for the generous hospitality given by 
Deborah Morgulis arid Wendy and Jean at their respective homes, 
to those many who came and sl.ipported us. Craigavon Community 
would like to thank profoundly all those who gave the time and 
thought to aid us. We needed your confidence and it was 
forthcoming. Than k you! 

LEICESTER: A Memorial Service for Hand of the Cause John 
Ferraby was held in Leicester at t he home of one of the friends 
on Sunday afternoon 7 October, at which friends from Oakham 
attenGied. It was recalled how John Ferraby used to be a regular 
visitor";to Leicester before the goal of an Assembly was achieved 
there. He also came to many One-Day Schools which were held 
at the Centre when it was in New Walk, Leicester. Also we 
remembered his visits to the Teaching Conferences held in 
Leicester, and how his inspired talks used to be so enjoyed. 
The Community of Leicester join with all other communities 
in passing on our sympathy to Dorothy and Bridgitte Ferraby 
on their sad loss. 

LiNCOLN: Our community is happy .to announce that the 
Bishop of Lincoln, the Right Reverend Kenneth Rishes, has 
accepted a copy of "THE PROCLAMATION OF BAHA'U'LLAH" 
at a meeting with Board Members Joan and Ernest Gregory 
and Rose Alexande r and Cristine Byrd from Lincoln, in the 
Bishop's House. We were well received and discussed with the 
Bishop all aspects of our Faith. At his request, Joan read a 
prayer, and, as we left , he presented us all with a written 
prayer. 

LEEDS: Our Univers ity Baha'i Society is safe! At the end of 
last term it was feared that the Society might be forced to lapse 
as there must be three Baha'is within the university to maintain 
the constitution, and only Margot Chilcott (nee Riddell) was 
left. An urgent appeal to students not yet settled on a university 
was made and Chohre Yussefian responded and came to Leeds. 
A coloured pamphlet was put into every "fresher's" information 
envelope and this resulted in a few students attending the first 
meeting. One of these, Beth Gould, declared very soon afterwards, 
thus safeguarding the Society for another year. A weekend school 
is planned by the Assembly for February 16/17. 

ORKNEY ISLANDS: For seven weeks during the summer an 
intensive teaching campa ign was in operation in the Orkney 
Islands. Teams of six offered their time and love to teach in 
those islands, sometimes walking all day in pouring rain in order 
to bring our precious Faith to homes in outlying districts. 

Victor and Veronica Priem from Ripon with their daughters, 
Fiona and Becky, together with some of the local believers, 
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visited every house in an area called Orphir, approximately seven 
miles square, inviting all to a meeting on the Faith. At the same 
time another team, comprised of Nicky White from Oakham 
and Ruth Smith from St. Andrews, who were later joined by 
Fiona Priem and some of the local friends, spent two weeks in 
the northern Orkney island of Westray where the same pattern 
of teaching was done. As most people in the island were Baptists, 
Plymouth Brethren or members of the United Free Church of 
Scotland, this venture was quite fiery at times! One of the 
ministers said he would forbid anyone coming to our meeting 
and to this end he nearly succeeded. Every house in the island 
was visited and literature left with most families. The campaign 
ended in a public meeting and it is hoped a return visit can be 
made soon. 

After a month a second team arrived to relieve the first. This 
team was made up of Vivien and Rita Bartlett and baby from 
Newport, Jackie Brown from Manchester, Rona Bruce from 
Dundee, Terry Pickles from Reading and Ruth Smith (who 
stayed for the whole Seven weeks) . 

A musical group was formed which- was given wide publicity 
in the local paper - a photograph and long article being printed 
about the team and the Teachings of Baha'u'llah. All the council 
houses in Kirkwall were visited and a very successful show was 
held with seventeen new enquirers . At the same time every house 
in another country district calleq Stenness was visited, ending 
in a show in a local community c~ntre, although sadly nobody 
from Stenness came. 

Th is was followed by a visit to the school hostel where children 
from the outlying isles come to live at the age of 12-18 in order 
to attend the grammar school in Kirkwall. Approximately one 
hundred children plus several teachers were present and as well 
as songs a short talk on the Faith was given and the Baha'is were 
very warmly received. 

The results of this campaign have been widespread proclamation 
both generally and on a personal basis, several new enquirers and 
three declarations of faith in Baha'u'llah. 

Our hope is to reach every household and it would not take 
many of us to do this. We are eternally indebted to all the 
friends who made such sacrifices to come up to help and pray 
that the spiritual wave which they have generated will be 
sustained by continuous visits - and above all else continuous 
prayers that the destiny of these islands as envisaged by our 
beloved Shoghi Effendi will soon be realised. We do need your 
help. 

READING: Mr Mathew Frere-Smith, the well-known sculptor, 
gave an inspiring talk on "Space" at Kendrick Girls School, 
Reading, on Saturday 29 September. He explained how, from 
the sculptor's point of view, infinite space of the universe and 
the world of the spirit can be translated and expressed into the 
finite material form of a sculpture. 

He quoted from Baha'I writings to elucidate the concept of 
infinite and spiritual space and its relationship to mankind and 
the universe, and ably answered many questions from the 
audience including those from a number of delightful young men 
from a local boarding school. 

Mr Frere-Smith took the place of Bernard Leach, C.H., C.B.E., 
aged 86, at short notice; Mr Leach was unfit to travel from his 
home in St Ives to give his advertised talk on "Truth and 
Beauty". The meeting was chaired by Robert Watkins, and at 
its conclusion he invited those interested to hear a recorded 
tal k by Bernard Leach to join him at 85 Christchurch Road, 
Reading. 

SCUNTHORPE & HEYWOOD: These two areas were joined by 
the celebration of marriage between Mr Peter Wain of Gunness, 
near Scunthorpe, and Miss Susan Smith of Heywood. The 
ceremony took place inthe newly-opened Scunthorpe Community 
Centre, in the presence of over forty guests, who were relatives 
and friends, many of whom were Baha'is. Publicity was obtained 
in three newspapers - an article in the Heywood paper, an 
article and photograph in the Scunthorpe paper, and also in the 
County Edition of the Lincolnshire Times, a photograph and 
article appeared on the centre front page. In all, forty·three 
inches of column space was given to this event. 

SCUNTHORPE: After the success of the Baha'i Exhibition at 
Scunthorpe Family Weekend in June, two small adv~rtisements 
appeared in the local paper. Then in August a 'Baha'i Activity' 
report appeared, giving future events, including the showing of 
Adam Thorne's "Spectrum" audio-visual show, which was given 
in the main hall of a new inter-racial Community Centre; the 
Warden knows a great deal about the Faith and is always very 
co-operative. Despite considerable advertising, only nineteen 
people came to the show, but we know that many people were 
curious about this word "Baha'I" which they had seen advertised. 
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I n the same community centre, on 22 September, an Open Day 
Exhibition was held, with about forty local organisations taking 
part. The Warden asked us to put on something about the Faith, 
specifically requesting "Spectrum" to be included. This day 
culminated in an inter-racial concert, organised by one of the 
Scunthorpe Baha'is at the request of the Warden, at which 
Baha'i artists Michael Cooper and Lois and Zarin Hainsworth 
sang and danced. Later this year, arrangements have been made 
for a Baha'i tree-planting in Scunthorpe, which wi II be a very 
perm anent and tangible teaching aid. 

SOUTHPORT: Great efforts were made to publicise our event 
on 8 September, including the sendi ng out of many invitations. 
We had hoped to have a table in the Burton Arcade to assist our 
street teaching, but unfortunately one of the tenants objected 
and so this was not possible. Our public meeting was held in the 
YMCA and was addressed by Joe Foster, of Kendal, who gave an 
excellent tal k which held the attention of the audience of between 
thirty and forty people. One declaration resulted, which made it 
all worth while . 

SWINTON: Our celebration of the Birthday of the Bab drew 
friends from Manchester, Eccles and Heywood to a slide show 
given by Lois Hainsworth. Entertainment was provided by the 
Swinton friends. The following day we held a One-Day School 
and thanks to a number of wonderful tal ks given by Dr Haqjoo, 
Mr Hellaby, Dr Hallam and Mrs Maginsky, it was a great success. 
Attendance was small, but the quality was high, and those who 
had attended left feeling it had been well worth while. The local 
newspaper reported the event and their headline read "Celebration 
of Bab's Birthday". 

WAVENEY: A successful teaching project took place at a 
Medieval Faire in Barsham, Suffol k. It was primarily a crafts 
faire which consisted of a craft-market situated in a delightful 
meadow. Many traditional amusements were also to be found. 
All the friends agreed that the atmosphere of the faire was 
beautiful and extremely conducive to teaching. Over thirty 
thousand people attended the faire over the August Bank 
Holiday weekend. Friends from Peterborough, Kent, Richmond, 
Norwich, Northampton, IIford and Newmarket helped to man a 
small marquee which housed a very simple exhibition expounding 
the stations and writings ofthe Bab, Baha'u'liah and' Abdu'I-Baha. 
Large colourful photographs of the Holy Shrines were displayed 
to great effect. A comprehensive collection of books and 
pamphlets was also displayed, many of which were purchased 
by non-Baha'Is. In the evenings a camp fire was built and many 
people came and joined in the 'Firesides'. Throughout the days 
and evenings four young Baha'i musicians, from Kneller Hall 
Army Music Academy, and the Waveney Baha'is presented the 
Faith through music. These musicians were invited by the 
organisers of the Faire to perform on the main stage. An 
audience of about 200 joined them in a chorus of unity which 
continued for twenty minutes. Waveney Baha'Is thank all who 
supported. 

Some of the friends who helped at Waveney. 

WOKINGHAM R.D.: On Saturday, 18 August, Catherine Sheppard 
and Khosrow Taheri were married by the Baha'i ceremony in the 
Sheppards' garden in Remenham, which is surrounded by 
beautiful views. Over 150 guests were present, many of whom 
were non-Baha'Is, and the wedding was reported in five local 
papers with photographs and articles about the Baha'i marriage 
ceremony. 

Probably as a result of th is press coverage, a reporter from the 
Wokingham Times held a two and a half hour interview with 
Ray and Mahin Humphrey, and, subsequently, devoted half a 
page to a description of the Baha'I Faith including a photograph 
of the Shrine of the Bab. ©Afnan Library Trust, 2022
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Oakham I-JA 
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PRICES OF IMPORTED BOOKS 

Owing to the further heavy fall in the value of sterling we are 
forced to suspend all prices for these. 

Prices quoted in our November list for imported items (Part 2 
of the Supplementary Catalogue) will be increased by 10% 
forthwith. 

This surcharge may be increased or decreased without notice 
in the I ight of any further changes in the value of the pound 
sterling. 

"GUIDANCE FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW" 

This selection of passages from the writings of the Guardian of 
the Baha'i Faith is one of the finest collections of the works of 
Shoghi Effendi. Its two hundred and sixty pages are packed with 
the most, representative and some of the most powerful 
paragraphs culled from the major works of the Guardian. They 
were selected not merely to give guidance on a wide range of 
subjects and to elucidate some of the basic teachings of the 
Baha" Faith but also to give numerous examples of the way in 
which the Guardian shared with us gems from the sacred Writings 
of Baha'u'llah a.nd 'Abdu'I-Bahcl. 

The sources from which this exciting compilation was made 
include the collection of "World Order" letters written in 
English to the Baha'Is of the West between February, 1929 and 
March, 1936. These were published as they were received under 
the titles "The World Order of Baha'u'lIah"; "The World Order 
of Baha'u'llah: Further Considerations"; "The Goal of a New 
World Order"; "The Golden Age of Baha'u'lIah"; "The 
Dispensation of Baha'u'lIah" and "The Unfoldment of World 
Civilisation", 

The scholarly yet eminently readable history of the first 
century of the Faith, "God Passes By"; the weighty and probably 
th,e most challenging of his works "The Promised Day is Come"; 
the collection of his early letters to the American believers 
published as "Baha'( Administration" and some of his other long 
and stirring letters such as "The Advent of Divine Justice" , the 
"Challenging Requirements of the Present Hour" are all used 
in this work. 

From the I ntroduction right through to its fourteenth chapter 
the book cries out to be read, to be studied, to be quoted from, 
to be used for deepening, for education, for making telling points, 
for clarifying a multitude of the more important aspects of the 
Faith and for gaining those glimpses of the future which thrill 
and encourage the heart of every sincere believer. 

For those who cannot easily obtain the many complete works 
from which the selections are made, for those who wish to see 
the Faith through the inspired eyes of its Guardian, for those 
who rejoice in the power and beauty of the Guardian's 
impeccable EngliSh. and for all those who want the widest survey 
of the Faith in authoritative language all condensed into one 
handy book, "Guidance for Today and Tomorrow" is certainly 
the "best buy". Philip Hainsworth 

Delivery of this new edition is expected shortly and orders may 
now be placed with the Trust. 

"PRINCIPLES OF BAHA'I ADMINISTRATION" 
The Trust is so nearly out of stock of the CLOTH bound 
edition that one bulk overseas order cannot be filled~ but a few 
copies are still available for small orders. When these have been 
sold there will be a long delay before fresh stocks become 
available. The cloth bound copies are priced at 65p each; 
the paperback edition is available at 40p. Ref. B.15. 

"THE DAWN-BREAKERS", Nabil's Narrative. 
Both the British and the American editions are now out of print. 
Orders will not be recorded as it is not known when new editions 
will become available. An announcement will be made in the 
Journal when this book again becomes available, but, in the 
meantime, it would be appreciated if orders were not sent to us. 
Ref. B.17. 

"PATTERN OF BAHA'i LIFE" 
Delivery of a new edition is expected very soon; the price has 
had to be increased to 12p per copy owing to increased costs. 
A few copies of the present edition still remain in stock and 
these will be sold at 10p until exhausted . Ref. P.4. 

* * ******* 

GUIDANCE 
FOR 
TODAY. 
TOMORROW 
COMPILED FROM WRITINGS by SHOGHI EFFENDI 

INVESTMENT SCHEME - LOAN APPEAL 

The appeal for loans to support the work of the Trust has now 
reached £16,000, but there is a long way to go before the target 
of £35,000 will be reached. The friends may be interested to 
know that loans have come from as far afield as Australia and 
New Zealand. 

You may wish to be reminded that loans can be made in any 
multiple of £25 for fixed pe riods of 10 or 20 years bearing 
interest at the rate of:-

7%% p.a . on a 10 year loan and 
8% p.a . on a 20 year loan. 

Application for loan forms and further information from :­
The Publishing Trust, 
2 South Street, 
Oakham, Rutland, LE156HY 

"THE CHRISTIANITY OF JESUS" by Richard Backwell. 
Ref. B.110. Price £1. 
A second edition of this useful book will be delivered shortly 
and the Trust has undertaken to take the whole edition . The 
first edition was sold very rapidly and it is suggested that those 
wanting to obtain copies of the second edition should send in 
their origirtal orders quickly. Any friends who ordered the first 
edition but did not obtain copies should confirm thei r outstanding 
orders as soon as possible. Supplies will now be on normal 
terms, that is to say: 

Post free to addresses in the British Isles. 
Postage extra overseas . 
Less standard discount to Assemblies and approved Baha" 
bodies, e.g. other National Assemblies. 

"IN THE GARMENT OF BREVITY" 
Several orders have been received for the above title . This is 
not a book, but the title of the review written for Gloria Faizi 's 
book "THE BAHA'I FAITH - An Introduction" . -

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022



NATIONAL PLAN - PROGRESS REVIEW 
(As set out in the Annual Report 130, and amended) 

Consol idation: Consolidation: 
A Development and enrichment of Baha'i community life: 

B 

C 

o 

E 

1) More regional, unit and area gatherings will be held 
in order to continue to develop group spirit and 
consciousness. Emphasis will be laid on the need to 
maintain high standards of conduct during these 
gatheri ngs so as to uphold the dignity and prestige 
of the Faith. The purposes of the gatherings will be 
fully defined and each one will include some 
deepening sessions. There will also be time for 
social activities so that the friends can get to know 
each other. The participation of children with 
special sessions for their Baha'I education, will be 
encouraged. These gatherings will be held frequently 
and should be self-supporting. 

2) 

3) 

4) 

Guidance to LSAs and Groups - the following 
points will be stressed for study and action by 
LSAs and Groups:-

j) The need for development of social activity 
in each community, again with the 
maintenance of high standards: 

ij) Concern forthecare of individuals, especially 
those with physical or social handicaps, 
including periodical visits to inactive 
members with invitations to coffee, meals, 
etc: 

iii} The need for consultation on the Notes for 
Guidance which have been issued by the 
NSA: 

iv) The stimulation of interchange of visits 
between members of local communities and 
of joint activities between two or more LSAs. 

The NSA will consider suitable methods of giving 
instruction in procedures and in the functions of 
LSAs to each commu nity. 

Consolidation of particular areas which have special 
wea knesses. 

Drive to increase observance of Laws of Baha'u'liah. 

Development of the institution of summer and winter 
schools: 

1) The possibility of securing a permanent site; 

2) The consideration of introducing closed campuses 
as an encouragement to concentration on the true 
purposes of the School, rather than being diverted 
by holiday attractions; 

3) Programme re-appraisal. 

Publishing Trust: 

1) A regular feature will appear in the 'Journal " to 
bring publications, work and plans of the Trust 
to the general notice of the friends both at home 
and overseas: additional pulls will be made for 
overseas readers to pass around as publicity for 
the Trust. 

2) We will seek expansion of sales through the retail 
book trade. 

Use of the'Journal:' 

1) There will be more articles aimed at deepening of 
individuals and enrichment of Baha'I community 
life; 

2) More use will be made of it as the main channel of 
communication between the NSA and the friends. 

A 1) This has been partially achieved. All units have 
held or are holding at least one conference, but we 
will 'now encourage more unit gatherings provided 
that they are self supporting. 

B 

C 

o 

E 

2) 

3) 

4) 

Further guidance will be given to LSAs and 
Groups. 

Guidance Notes for LSA Chairmen and Secretaries 
will be prepared by the NSA Secretary. These will 
be expanded as basic material for use in Unit 
Conventions and gatherings, e.g. seminars and 
workshops, and UTCs will be asked to arrange 
for suitable sessions for these. 

From time to time action is taken by the NSA. 

A general circular will be issued to LSAs and Groups, 
and will include emphasis on the spiritual significance of 
the Laws and the need to observe them. 

There was a partial experiment of the "Closed Campus" 
for summer schools at Chigwell and Carbisdale last year, 
but, as these had been hurriedly organised, no conclusions 
could be drawn. When the final venues are selected for 
summer schools next year the experiment will be continued. 
Places already booked include Wiston and Bath. 

1 ) 

2) 

A regular feature about the work of the Publishing 
Trust is appearing in the "Journal". 

With regard to the expansion of trade through the 
retail book trade, the Trust has advertised two 
titles in "THE SPECTATOR", and Baha'Is have 
been urged to order these through their local 
bookshops, but results have been negligible. The 
Trust made approaches to W. H. Smith, but much' 
work will be needed before we can get on to their 
list of approved suppliers. 

In order to develop the "Baha'I Journal" as the main 
channel of communication, each issue will include an 
"NSA Letter" to be prepared by the Secretary, which will 
.reflect the policies and share with the friends the main 
considerations and activities of the NSA. 

(PLEASE BRING THIS INSERT WITH YOU TO TEACHING CONFERENCE) 
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NATIONAL PLAN (Cant.) 

F 

G 

Expansion and development of deepening classes and 
activiti es: 

1) Education and guidance of individuals to encourage 
training in various skills and professions which 
would enhance their service to the Cause and also 
prepare themselves to pioneer during the next 
Plan; 

2) Inculcation of the spirit of dedication with total 
commitment to the Faith. 

Development of education of Baha'! children with a drive 
to secure the greater integration of children into Baha'! 
activity and to develop their personal knowledge of the 
Faith. 

Expansion 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

Youth : 

1) The Youth Department of the NTC will be 
strengthened and encouraged to make full use of 
the Baha'I youth as the spearhead of the teaching 
effort, emphasising the need for detailed arrange­
ments for follow-up and consolidation along with 
every teaching plan. 

2) The youth must be completely integrated into the 
life and activity of the community as a whole, 
including specifically regular attendance and 
participation at the Nineteen Day Feast. 

Public Relations : 

1 ) Contacts with non-Baha'! organisations will be 
extended and developed, especially in the 
educational field. A new approach to UN will be 
made. The production of folders of basic material 
on the Faith will be expedited. 

2) Sustained effort will be made to pUblicise the Faith 
through radio, TV and Press, both local and national. 

Teaching institutes will be established and developed. 

The Baha'! Fund: There will be a continued programme 
for the education of the community on the nature of the 
Baha'! Fund aimed at its continuing development and 
expansion, with progress towards universal participation 
and inculcation of the spirit of sacrifice. 

Continued effo rts in the proclamation field: we will 
consider a suitable method of follow-up approach to the 
national leaders and prominent people who received 
copies of the Proclamation Book. 

Mass Teaching: In addition to the project in the Northern 
Islands which has already been approved, we will encourage 
the development of mass teaching throughout the country, 
stressing again the need for careful preparation and 
effective follow-up. 

Travel teaching: There will be a more dynamic approach 
to an expansion of organised travel teaching (internatiorral, 
national and internaJ), with regular reports in the Journal. 
The use of travel teaching teams of two or three will be 
developed and we will aim at the widespread development 
of voluntary efforts in this field. 

The use of the arts in teaching: The move towards 
teaching the Faith through artistic expression and creative 
ability (arts, drama, music, etc.) will be encouraged. 

Communities will be asked to arrange advertised prayer 
meetings, for example, at lunch time, in some easily 
accessible venue when non-Baha'Is might be attracted, as a 
means of teaching the Faith. Suggested programmes for 
the use of communities will be drawn up. 

F 

G 

Many deepening activities are proceeding throughout the 
country. Youth have been encouraged through art 
competitions, etc., to develop skills and talents to enhance 
their capacity to serve the Cause, but the NSA has not 
yet been able to do anything to encourage youth to select 
the avenue and undertake specific professional training 
which would expand their value for general service to the 
Faith and their pioneer opportunities. The NTC (Youth 
Department! is to draw up a comprehensive list of such 
professions and skills and will consider ways and means 
of encouraging youth to undertake training in these 
fields (in the light of the guidance given to youth in the 
Universal House of Justice Letters of 10 June, 1966 and 
9 October, 1968). 

Being . given active consideration by the Religious 
Education Advisory Committee. 

Expansion 

A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

1 ) 

1 ) 

2) 

This has been done. 

In hand. 

Being pursued. 

No progress other than the so-called "spiritualisation 
weekends". 

Being pursued. 

A follow-up letter has been sent to the Archbishop of 

Canterbury only, although a great deal has been done 
at local level. Letters to the other first tier VIPs are 
being prepared. 

There has been little progress on the "encouragement of 
mass teaching throughout the country", but some unit 
conferences have had sessions on this subject. 

No progress on use of travel teaching teams. 

This has been fostered; for example, the Arts Festival 
at Wi nter School. 

A circular letter on this subject will be issued shortly. 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022
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