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A Wider Dissemination of

- Baha'i Literature

Between August 12th 194l and August 30th 1957,
the beloved Guardian referred to "A wider dissemin-
ation of Baha'i Literature! many times. His last
letter to us is unique for the way he listed certain
prime requisites we must needs fulfil before a new
chapter opens in our history and he finally reiterates
certain "rock-bottom requirements” which alone can
guarantee this blissful era he outlines. Amongst these
"rock bottom requirements' a''wider dissemination of
Baha'!i literature'" follows, listed -after 'a greater
measure of publicity'. .We should therefore examine
in our L.S.A's and groups, this subject of dissemi-
nation. : : -

May we draw your attention to the article on
page 1l in the Baha'i News headed "N. Dakota believ-
ers carry out State-wide book placement project'.
Space prevents us reprinting this article, but we
urge the friends to study it. This was obviocusly a
highly organised campaign and in view of cur financial
circumstances in this country, beyond. our capacities
at the moment,. However, we can learn a great deal
from this report and certain aspects of it can -be
achieved here on a less ambitious scale.

Dissemination of literature. in the U.K. falls
into three distinct categories:-

1. Libraries.

2. Book shops.

3. Indlvidual placing of books and
‘pamphléts by either individua® -

‘believers or organised by the
L.5.A. or group.
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Libraries Your attention is drawn to the impress-
—  ive fact that under the International
Registration of books by the Dewey Decimal System,
the Baha'i Faith possesses its own Number of Classi-
fication: Number 299.15(1) - Baha'i Faith. This
fact should always be mentioned when presenting books
to libraries and in libraries where books are already .
placed, believers should check that books on the Faith
are classified correctly, and are not shelved with
“"Comparative Religions'" or others.

Every library in towns where Baha'is reside
should contain some Baha'i books. As many as we can
persuade the librarian to accept and in some cases
even buy. To insure that these books are always
readily available to the public, it is suggested that
one believer in each L.S,A, or group takes on the job
of checking the library shelves regularly. Reason:
if for a time the public do not read the boocks, the
librarian may relegate them to the stock-room which
is out of sight of the public and then they can only
be obtained on request, It is helpful if this be-
liever is a member of the library, for then if he
finds such a situation existing, and knowing of the
books that should be displayed, he can request a book,
take the book out, like any other borrower, return it
after two days, repeating the process until he has
"borrowed" all the Baha'i books, which then wend their
way back onto the shelves again for normal display and
borrowing. Sometimes it 1s necessary to check every
two months, until by the aid of publicity for the Faith
from our activities, other readers are also seeking to
borrow these books. It is even sometimes advisable
to ask a contact to borrow from the library should the
local community's copy be in use, thus getting him
into the library habit and keeping the community copy
free for people who may not possess a library ticket.

The believer who has this task should also, IF he
finds the books ON the shelves, look inside the front
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covers of every one, reporting back to his group or
L.S.A. on how frequently they are being taken out.
Should he -find. that they are out often, and indeed

on a.visit find all the books out, on enguiry at the
desk, it might be the moment to draw to the librar-
ians attention the fact that these books are obvious-
ly much sought after, and in view of the increasing
awareness of - the publlc to this rapidly expanding
PFaith, the local believers feel the library should
stock more books on this subject, or even 2nd copies
of the same book. One library known to us has "All
Things Made New'" in both the reference library and the
ending-seetbions:.. +7 2= both of which oﬁpies they bought.
Recently the librarian rang the believer to DOlnt out
that some of the books had been out so pTCQhuntlj they
were shabby and would the Baha'is either like to
present further copies or have them recovered by the
library as was their normal custom with soiled covers.

We should also remember that many towns have
more than one library and County libraries are usually
the parent library for the travelling vans which visit
the villages. This-last can carry our books to cor-
ners as yet unreached and the parent llbrﬂryzr?fvmll
be pleased to take 2 or 3 of the same book. A1l books
for libraries must of course be cloth-bound.

As will be seen from -the article in Baha'i News
already referred to, many other societies, schools,
seats of learning, houpltals, homes for the aged and
blind can be presented with copies for their own
library shelf, but these should not be tackled until
Lhe Public lerarles have been dealt with. Rach
L.S.A..or group should certainly endeavour to carry
out this library book placement in their own town if
they have not already done so.

Book Shops Excellent work has been done in the past
by some individuals, groups and L.S.A's
in persuading a local book-shop to take and display
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either one kind or several Baha'i books. Frequently
the “"Talisman" series are the most successful in this
project. A grave pit-fall however has been brought
to our notice. A willing book-shop owner in one area
did display books, and having no sale was disinclined
to stock further books. Thus a possible opening for
further books may have been lost. When this method
is to be tried, the book-shop should be visited by a
circumspect believer who should carefully note if the
Baha'i books are selling. If on learning that they
are not, the group or L.S.A. should urge the local
believers to buy future copies they may need fto give
to contacts, from this shop. Thereby encouraging the
shop—-keeper,

Individual placing of bocks or pamphlets by either
individual believers or organised by. the L.S.A. or

group.

In this category there are two sections:

(a) Private giving away of pamphlets and books to
individuals who may be friends or contacts or
people whose interest might be claimed because
of their known views, and

(b) Planned placement to individuals or elsewhere
by the L.S.A. or group.

Both of these methods are excellent and need
encouragement. Careful and wise consideration
should always be given in both instances so that
there is the minimum of wastage; indiscriminate
pamphleteering is avoided and no offence is given,
in order that the maximum results may be achieved.

The widespread publicity in 5 Continents of the
new Temples leads us to believe that Travel Agencies
arranging cultural tours may well be grateful for
correct information on the Faith, as these buildings--
may well figure on their list of sights to be visited,
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} TEACHING CONFERENCE
i3 *
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DATE .. . 29th and 30th DECEMBER 1962

PLACE .. .. TEMPEST ANDERSON HALL,
MUSEUM GARDENS , YORK.

The "dast Teaching Conference of the Ten Year
Crusade -~ the last opportunity to consult on our
service to our beloved Guardian, Who can fail to
make every effort to attend this historic occasion?

"A secred responsibility.....faces each and
every member’ of the British Baha'i community. to
give account of their stewardship of the Plan so lov-
ingly and confidently given into their hands by Shoghi
Effendi in his Convention Message of 1953 - this Plan
which he warned would demand "Ycomplete sustained con-
secration®. A plan which he prayed "may witnesS.eeos.
fruition seeds hand Centre Covenant so lovingly =
patiently sowed course twice repeated visit heart of
British Empire®. :

Ve urge most earnestly that every Baha'i should
endeavour to be present at this Confercence. Asgsemblies
and Groups are particularly urged to consult together
to ensure that, at least, their community will be
represented by one or more of their members.

We wish to bring to your notice now the need to
(a) make early railway booking for which there are.
special facilities, and (b) to make early rcscrvations
for overnight stay. There are plenty of Hotels and
Guest Houses which will suit all pockets.
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RAIL FARE A special concession is made by British
Railways to delegates attending a Conferencec
at which the attendance is not less than 5O. This is
a special travel rate of a return fare from any part of
England, Scotland and Wales at the price of 1} the
normal single fare. (Thus a Return Fare from London
to York at concession rates will be. 70/1]d compared
with 94/6d. the normal return farc).

This concession can only be obtained on production
AT ANY RATIWAY STATION of the necessary application form.
This application form relating to Teaching Conference
1962 can be obtained ONLY from the N.T.C. Secretary,
Green Tiles, London Road, Twyford, Berks.

The application form is applicable for sir ngle or
bulk issue of tickets. Therefore a family or community
can obtain all the tickets it requires on the submission
of. one Form. Children under 1l will travel at half the
cost of the adult concession fare. The concession rate
is available to single travellers as well as to those
travelling in a party. Coach reservations on both thsz
outward and return journecys can be arranged, free of
charge, for parties of 50 or over (London please note)

RESTAURANT As there are few restaurants open on Sunday

in York, arrangements are being made for a
reservation at one sultable restaurant for a mid-day
meal on Sunday at a cost of approximately 6/6d. per head.
The friends are asked to notify the N.T.C. if they wish
to avail themselves of this service. Please do not
delay in making your reservations, otherwise you may havs
no Sunday lunch. ;

HOTELS A list of Hotels within the vicinity of the

Conference Hall is given separately. The
friends are urged to make their reservations early, and
they MUST be made dlrect The N.T.C., cannot handle
hotel boo bookings.

~0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~
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ORGANISED GROUPS

A Clarification

Attention has been drawn to the paragraph on
"Organlsed Groups" on page 11 of the September issue;,
and it would appear that.the follow1no clarification
is required:-

Whilst the Organised Group can initiate its own - -+
teaching activity - and indeecd is encouraged to do
sO0 - it is under the Jjurisdiction of the N.T.C.until
such time as it achieves Assembly status.

The N.T.C. strongly encourages such groups to
also begin developing their 19 Day Fcasts and their
celebrations of Holy Days in anticipation of thec time
when they become an 1ndbpnndontly functioning Divine.
Institution.
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“L.P for fun. In 'Linger Awhile With Vic Damone'
Capitol T16L46, it's a case of off with the old Vic
and on with the new. This turbulent, highly
emotional American pop idol has changed his style;
he's now warmer, richer, more gentle and relaxed.
And how I prefer his work this way! You can
savour the_transformatlon_ln love songs such as
"Stella by Starlight' and "Close Your Eyes®; this
is the voice of a man who, I'd say, has come to
terms with himself and founu happlncou; His
diction is a delight. And the backing adds just
the right note of astringency to Vie's sentiments."

ok k ok ok ok ok ¥ ok K
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Quote from a magazine. Interesting don't
you think. He only became a Baha'i a few months
ago. There's more than one way to teach the-
Cause, Viec's obviosly trying to live his.
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CALENDAR

BAHA'I

Holy Days November 12
November 26

November 28

Feasts November L
November 23

December 12

December 31

TEACHING CONFERENCE

= “Birvth of Baha'm' Elah
- Day of the Covenant
— Ascension of Abdu'l-Baha

- Power

- Speech

- Questions
-- Honor

will be held at the Tempest

Anderson Hall, Museum Gardens,
York, on the 29th/30th December 1962.

FPurther particulars are given ingide.
LEASE MAKE PLANS FOR YOUR COMMUNITY
TO BE REPRESENTED AT THIS LAST TEACH-
ING CONFERENCE OF THE TEN YEAR CRUSADE.

Weekend Schools

November 2/5
L

10/11

17/18

2L/ 25
December 1/2

8/9
March 1963 23/2l

Belfast (Youth)

Wokingham R.D. Youth Day
Chester

Norwich Youth School
Newcastle

Aberdeen

Southport

Balston Hall Weekend School
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