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"The Baha'is of the British Isles are now,
slowly, lac0f¢ouuL\ and.in strict accordance with

the principles .of a-steadily expanding, divinely

app d Administrative Order, building up the

essential and primary ins TLTUTJYMS which are
destined to act as the chief and most powerful
instruments for the proclamation of fhe ¥
the e5 O =—their countrymen, ot a SUbst
TheSdevelopment: 0f Lhe=Hastn. =iy
5 these institutions e"““nd
dated, the community will
, NOTG only GessarEny the ﬁ-v
to- the nmultitudes throughou
1th of its hemeland; bt -—pre
to ]hi«¢ate teaching (ampblg
of Shis native 1dnd, and in

Te 1+

5-bayend
s distant
ies and various parts of tYe Empjrc O
‘“wt land is the heart and centre.'!

SHOGHI EFFENDI. -
in his letter to the British
Baha'i Community on 26th
February, 19L47.

Issued by the National Teaching Committee of the
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is
of the British Isles.



Dear Friends,

Teaching the Cause of God 1s essential to our
lives, as well as vital for the lives of all peoples,
and our Teaching Confersence provides annually for
the friends an opportunity to refresh their spirits
and receive inspiration to prosecute this great task
of ours to the best of our ability.

. This year, Teaching Conference will be held in
“amr-atmosphere of expectancy. We find ourselves at

the end of one major task, preparing to 'gird up our
loins' for the next - whilst our beloved Universal
House of Justice consults on the Nine-Year Plan to

be given to the Baha'i World at Ridvan 1964. This
plan was envisaged by our beloved Guardian, Shoghi
Effendi as far back as February 1951, when in a letter
to the British Baha'i Community, he wrote:-

"On the success of this enéerprise, unpre-—
cedented in its scope, unigue in its
character and immense in its spiritual
potentialities, must depend the initiation,
at a later period in the Formative Age of

the Faith, of undertakings embracing within
their range all National Assemblies function-
ing throughout the Baha'i World, undertakings
constituting in themselves a prelude to the
launching of worldwide enterprises destined
to be embarked upon, in future epochs of that
same Age, by the Universal House of Justice,
that will symbolize the unity and co-ordinate
and unify the activities of these National
Assemblies. "




This is why we ask as many frisnds as possible
to come to Teaching Confersnce to eonsult together
on ways and means of ensuring that we, the British
Community of the Most Great Name, are fully prepared
to carry out whatever plans the Universal House of
Justice may place before us at Ridvan 196..

Can we claim to have LBO trained administrators?
Wesheoulda,—with b0 -Loca l- Spiritual Assemblies. Can
WE doneonSErRassE = Ssaereace 0 the lempo-of teachiing?
We should, with 1O0O0-firesides per week in the British
Isles recorded a year ago!

These are the kind of questions to ask ourselves
and beorepared fo ansyer a8l Toaching Conference o
show our strength and consolidation on the Home Front
and our reserves of man-power, finance and administr-
ative-experience for the fulfilment of our destiny
OverseasssaetaienE pcferred e by our-Guardiar =iy e
letfers &6 ush

May our consultatifn during Teaching Conferernce
enthuse us with such love and devotion as i ensurs
the success of the Puture plans.

Yours, i Hiss loving services

NATIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEER.
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SPECTAL JNNOUNCEMENT.

We are delighted to announce that Mr. Sandy
Ackroyd has been appointed by the N.S.A. as Secretary
to the N.T.C., and has taken over his new duties. A4ll
N.T.C. Correspondence should now be addressed to:-=

20 Dean Fark svenue, Drighlington, Near Bradford.
©Afnan Library Trust, 2022
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TE ACHTIT NG e O 8 5B R I N,

The children of Baha'il parents in and around
Brighton have become one of the principle anms - GfF
the Brighton L.S.A. in the teaching field - as
children they can atiend the Feasts Wltﬂ their Baha'i
parents; as Youth they can take their share 1n
teaching the Cause,

We askod WMehrazar Kouchseskzadeh to tell us how
it a1l hogan so that we could pass to the friends the
inspiration of this example - and these ars her words

"When I first cams to Brighton in ’958. Joe
and Elsie Les, who were the centre of activities 1in
this ares, quk~i me to run a class for the Persian
children who had been studying in England for some
time. T accepfied this wWitiinoly,

The class started with seven children o©
ifferent ages. They themselves liked 1o have the
essons in Persion for improvins thc
So we started with the book ef "Barha'w'lla h and th&
New Era" and “Hidden Words;'" the two avaiiabie
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Persian books. The class soon grew o EEVETL, 5000
coming from nparVJ towns., After two years my hucsband
joincd me-— bis part of this class Was to tellk the
Baha'i news and encourage the children to come.

Two years ago we had 18 students from the age
of 6 to 20, so I asked my mother's help, and betwesn
the three of us we ren the cilase successfully.

This year everything was organised pronerly.
There are two classes; my Mother teaches history of
the Faith and "Hidden Words" to 6 Youths fortnightly.
Kaelh—class 15 Followed by diccuss pn,. [ Leaca nine
children from age 6 to 13 every Saturday for an hour
and-—s8 bhalr ' :

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022




We have a series of books written by Hand of
the Cause, 'Ali Akbar Furutan, for children's classes.
The children study & brier Bistopy of the Faith,
memorise passages from 'Hidden Words," and excerpts
from Sacred Writings and prayers.

The programme of each lesson is as follows:-

= Pyravere by-enc-ot the pupils.
2. Revision of the prewvious lesson.
. Teaching them a new lesson.
— Telling a sotry from the histeory of the Faith.

3
Iy
5; Reminding them how a Beha'i child should bz.
6. Singing a Baha'i song.

-

. Entertainment.

Not least of their lessons is the obligation
to give to the Fund - a habit formed earliy in 1life
is easily continued.

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022



"My father was much with Baha'u'llah.

"One night Baha'u'llah, as He walked back
and forth in His room, said to my father:

"'At stated pericds souls are sent to earth
by the Mighty God with what we call "the Power of
the Great Ether." And they who possess this Dower
can do anythings —they have sl Tem == ..

"Jesus Christ had this Power.

"The people thought of Him as a poor young
man, Whom they had eruecified; but He possessed
the Power of the Great BEther, therefore He could
not remain underground., This ethereal TPower arose
and. guickened the world. And now look to the

~~="Master, for this Power igs His, "

Recorded by Mirza Valiyyu'llah Khan
Varga, son of the martyred poet,
Varga.

Taken from "The Chosen Highway"

by Lady Blomfield.

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022
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T EHACHEING CO NI E-RENC B,

>

‘The Shoe Trade Hall, St. Jémes Street, Leicester.
11th/12th January, 196L.

The full Programme, shown overleaf, has been
PSpSClallJ planned bearing in mind the desire of the
friends tc have time for Vopoultation — in-view of
the present situation on uD heme front and the Nine
Year Plan to be launchedsat Ridvan, Ly ss Bopea,
therefore, that the gathering will be fully represent-
ative of all Local Spiritusl Assemblies and Groups in
the British Isles, and thaf as many isolated believers
acspecsible willesbe: ablec 0 come alse=-Ffor Lheyw are
indeed the future Local Spiritual Assemblies - and
who knows which towns will be The Goals of the New
Belie

Baer Friends airc obRed (0 plan thelr—travel
order that they can be in:their seals by 2.30 cn
Saturday afternoon.

The Sessien on Sunday afternoon will provide an
opportunity for the friends to consult with the
Hand(s) of the Cause on any problem or subjéct which
they wish - problems of teaching, functioning of the
Local Assembly, ete. If you have such a question to
bring forward, please arrange for it to be clearly
worded and presented.

: Please bring this Programme with you.

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022



PROGRAMJ M,

’Wpogq Blessed Beyond Crupare.

 Saturday - 1lth January. . Cheirmen - Me, J. T. Wade.
2T O D 010 it ol Devotion&l Programme .. St eniee ST SR

T o M R R Sl o Welcome to the Conference by
: i ar

q

nd e iithel GeusetioniGod .
i QOO RE AR O BReinforcing and broadening the

‘'base for future operations" -
"The National Spiritual Assembly.
v R Y ;

, !

Break for tea

6.%0 p.m. Consultation by the friends

5.00 -
‘ following pOlﬂtb raigsed in -the
IR SCSSLOH. i
Break figelsoper
8.00 —:10;00 p.m. Review and guidance on Baha'i
' , literature. (See details on Page 8).
10.00 p.m. L Closingiievotiopmiil, ., L No bt fiehan .S LA



Sunday - 12th January

10.00

1.0

@80
2.00
2.30

Jie

t
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10980 & .m.

12.50 p.i s

2.00
2.%0
lt. 30

DLt

Chairman - Mrs. J. Gregory.

Devotional Bmogramme .. S aimdin TR 1SR
Message from Universal House of Justice.
Paletua l positiontion the Home Bromtand
Island territories - presented by 'the
National Teaching Committee and European

& Asisn Teaching Committee respectively.
Discussion.

Break  for Llunch.

Summing up of morning Session

Consultation with Hand(s) of the Cause of God.

Cllosine ' Deve taonea 1N, i Northampton L.S.A,
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BOOK SESSION - SATURDAY EVENING 8.00 P.M.

This session 1s intended to help the friends
to understand and become familiar with Baha'i
Scripbure; We shall reviewWw and give gifidance on
certain books.

Charles Macdonald will open the session, and
Malcolm Lee will speak generally of the book service
in the local community, bringing to the attention of
the friends one or two of the most important books
for teaching. :

Joe Jameson will sum up - bringing to the
friends an enthusiasm for and love of reading and
study, both comuwunally and individually.

The beloved Guardian has told us that "as an
essential preliminary %o the discharge of" our
"duties" to "thoroughly familiarise" ourselves "with
the various aspects of the history and teachings of
the Faith." He says, "In their efforts to achieve
this purpose, they must study for themselves conscient-
iously and painstakingly, ths literature of their
Faith, delve into its teachings, assimilate its laws
and principles, ponder its admonitions, tenets and .
purposes, commit to memory certain of its exhortations
and prayers ....." (Advent of Divine Justice,

Page L41.)

We hope that this session will help the friends
towards this end.
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How honoured would we be if the Queen was to
seleel s o be ambassadors Lo & fereign countbry.
We would strive night and day to honour the trust
placed in us, and to refleello these: peoples snong
whon.-we were placed, the greatness of the -Briktish
Commonwealth.

God, the King of Kings without comparison, has
in His unilimited mercy cgskelove  revealed Simself n
His Glory to we few, unspeakably favoured few. Ve
feel that we can never .repay Him Tor the glorious
bounties He has showered mpen us.  Bubt He has told
us, 'Yes, we can, and it is so simple; "Tove lNe
that L may love ithee.! He has revealed to us fhe
way 1n which: we may show eur love for Him. X few
very, very simple lews to Tollow. - Why:do we make it
So-dafEicult? —Loye G5 heanzh oot c e rnishysih ez
word.  All creation is but & sign of God's boundless
seie = Wielagye byt to-surrender eursebves and 1eh
ourselves drown in the ocean of God's love. But we
struggle against it and try and -push out on our cwWa,
and only sSuecesed in drowning ourselves in the owuean
ofs=degpaias

el paeeE s ie g b o S I Ireeto £ ST pve et e G Resinon
oft gll erespion has choser s o be s anbassadeors
to all humanity. We have but to share with our
brothers and sisters on Lhis Speek of dusSSn a1t G5
this earth, the glory that He in His love and compassion
has bestowed upon us. 4And He has warned us that unless
we Tulfik BHis divine privilege, thef will the divine
grace .be et off and cedse Lo £low o s, We will be
cut off frem the Socurce of all love and we will wander
through all eternity with the living dead.

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022




Imagine yourself standing on the corner of &
busy shopping ecentre. It dis Saturday morning and
the people are thronging past you in their thousands.
There you stand, unnoticed by the crowds, but with
vou is the great secret that they are all longing to
learn with all their hearts and souls. You alone
can tell them, can give their hearts the chance of
eternal peace. God, the All-Powerful, has trustfed
you and placed in your hands the eternal destinies
cf these people.

We are grateful to Graeme R. Pottier,

for this contribution.
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AROUND BRc g U 1

News sent in a month ago may seem a little
stale, but good news is always worth hearing, and
we are very anxious to honour our pledge to bring
forward the contributions-of the friends which had
to be left out of the last "Home Front."

The main activitv of the friends up and down the
oountry (emd in case they may feel neglected, we would
sure the Irish friends that includes umcm,), has

be,“ one of local celebration of the Most Great Jubi ce
opportunities of Week-end and TCay--Schools have be.n
made ior Tree-Planting ceremonies (or meybhe it was ths
other way round), and many communities secured ercellisn.
publicity and made 19‘1 2 bls conuanba with loeal Authos=
ities in the process, Notably amongst these apra Aberdas

«

(whose local Conﬂrxi had cuite a heated Wers
invited to a Baha'i public mesting 1o he S
FPaith was all about, and finally rathsw seablals 1y gave
their permission by 22 votes %o 16) -

whose permissicn was given with the re

plant a' 25-yvear olda tree in tue strest!

Other communities who have plantsd
thelr Ceolebration are fnvergess, Cn~~.er
Romford, Manchester, Blackpool (the last
our Man of the Trees, Richard 8§, Barbe

their "Chief Tree-Flantee"), and Pontpridd. n
that Portsmouth,., Cardiff and Bristol have similar
occasions in the nssr future. E

Some Assemblies -~ who Tound that tree-glanting
was not so warmiy welcomed, had tc find other ways cf
achieving their aim of celebration, puolicity and co-
operation with the Local Authorities. Wokingham R.D.
and Bangor have opresented outdoor seats; Sutton
Coldfield presentcd boocks toc their Public Library at a
ceremony during their One-Day Schooi, and Oxfeord are
planning & sim lar gifth.

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022
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The news from Wales is most heartening. The
friends have written of the great impetus to the
teaching work given recently in Swansea, where there
is now a group of 5, when Marion Hofman made one of
her Board Member visits. The great surprise came
when David unexpectedly arrived alse - a wonderful
meeting resulting, and the friends of South Wales
are inspired to pcthve great things 'in this corner
of the vineyard.' Pontypridd's Tree-Flanting ceremony
was followed by a most 1n%p1f1ng and hngV Week-end
School held at Rhoose.

Scotland is also showing its paces. A new
experiment which augurs well for the future was an
All-Scotland Week-end School held in Perth recentldy.
The friends have also started their own Scottish
Newsletter. The noticeable thing about all this is
the lead wnich Edinburgh Assembly is giving as the
pivotal centre for Scotland to the cther communities
in that part of the British Isles.

Dorothy Ferraby recently vieited Ireland and
spoke afterwards in high praise of the sfforts which
the friends there are putting into The (each aaork,
particularly in Dublin swhere 1t is most diFfi et o
make progress in a very strong Catholic Country.

-

Back to England and exciting news from Brighton
of their Mass Proclamation pregramme - 5,000 letters
sent to the leading citizens of the town and profess-
ional men of all kinds, followed by four weeks of
publis meetings, three per week. As & result, many
new contacts have been made - and several now regularly
attending firesides and reading books.

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022
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To end on a different but happy note, we would
like to send our congratulations and loving greetings
for their future happiness to Lilo and 4Alberto:-Reyes,
married on the 19th October in Manchester. The N.T.C.
might well Ffeelsg it ile sdcsponsible for bringing
these two people together, and verhaps they should
censider their policy on travel teachers, as to those
who are ‘eligible' and those who are not!

We would also like to take this opportunity of
wishing God-speed and happiness to two other newly
married couples - young husbands who have returned to
Persia, the proud possessors of British brides - one
from York and another from Caerphilly. May the DBless-
ing of Baha'u'llah ever guide them - Khosrov and
Christine (not forgetting the baby) from York and
Ehsan and Jenny from Caerphilly.

It will be 196l before our next "Home Front" is
out — Teaching Conference will be over and our eyes
and hopes will be on Ridveés and the Nine-Year Tlan,

Ltn the excitement-of all—this plcase do Ot~ forset

to send us your news to share with the friends - and
dates of any Week-end Schools or other cvents which
yom Wish to bring to the notice-of the friends -

to the Editor, Elizabeth Chapman, %6 Park Town, Oxfcrid.

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022
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CALENDAR

19-Day Feasts - 12th December - Questions.

31st December - Honour
19th January - - Covereighty.
7th February - Dominion.

Teaching Conference -~ 1llth/12th January, 196l.

World Religion Day - 19th January, 196,

Northern irea Week-end Schools

Dalston Hall, Carlisle, 15th/16th February,

————————————————————————— — 1964,

Applications for accommodation, ete., should be

magc sieT the Newesstle L,.S.A.,

Secretary: Mrs. Mary Jameson, 78 Wingrove Road,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, L.

Lyme Park Hall, near Manchester. 22nd/2Lth liay,
—————————————————————————————————— 196L.

Week-end Schools.,

December 9th ' - Bournemouth
December 1lLth/15th Leicester
March 1lst, 136l - Birmingham.

N.T.C. Meestings.

December 7th/8th and 28th/29th.
February 8th/19th and March 12th/13th, 196..




IHE PREOENT HOUR,
"Arise, O wayfarsr in the padh oi the Love
of God, and aid thoo His Jause."
Baha'wu'llah,

In its Convention Message, the Universal House of Justice
wrote,

"ThHe Cause of God, launched en the sca of the Divine Plan
of 'Abdu'l-Baha, has achieved, under the superb leadership of its
beloved Guardian, a spread throughcut the world and a momentum
which must now earry it forward on the next stage of its world
redeeming mission, the second epoch of the Divine Plan, The
Universal House of Justice, in close consultation with the Hands
of the Cause, is examining a vast range of Baha'i activity and
growth in order to prepare a detailed plan of expansion for the
whole Baha'i community, to be launched at Ridvan, 1964.

BUT THERE ARE SOME OBJECTIVES TO BE ACHIEVED AT ONCE.

"The consolidation of the gosls and new communities of the
Baha'i world is an urgent and immediate task fa cinEieie Tiftyaaey
national spiritual assemblies, and an essential preparation for the
launching of the new plans, Pioneers must -be maintained at their
posts and all the local spiritual assemblies strengthened through
a . .birm esta b115hment of Baha'il community 1life and an active teach-
ing programme,“

‘Beloved friends, the British community is faced at this
moment with a very sericus situetion, which must be remedied
Letore any fubture plans can bs scecebiod.

FIFTEEN LOCAL ASSEMBLIES are below numbers,
THIRTY-TWO gaps must be filled before Ridvan.

There is no time to lose - p ioneers are needed urgently NOW in
the following towns:-



~ BLACKPOOL needs L - a family would be most welcome,

DUBLIN +the pivotal centre of Eire, needs one pioneer now
and possibly another before Ridvan.

BEFS0OM needs 3 piloneers, one of whom is already endeavouring
to move in,

GLASGOW needs a pioneer family.
INVERNESS needs L.
DALISBURY needs 2.

YORK mneeds 3 now and very possibly 2 more by the end of
January.
We ecarnestly hops that teaching will assure the other Assemblies -
will you please remember them in your preyers - they are ABERDEEN,
CANTERBURY, CHESTER, NORTHAMPTON, NOTTINGHAM, ROMFORD, SWINTON and
WINCHESTKER.

Will you search your hearts and prayerfully make your
contribution to tlis supreme erfort?

"Whoso is wWorthy of so high a calling, let him arise and

promoue it Whose tsiunaplic, (6 is-his duty o appelnt

him who will, in his stead, proclaim this Revelation."
Baha'u'llah,

This appeal is particulariy directed to those friends who can
move into one of these needy places, settle themselves into suitable
employment and homes, prepared to plant their roots deep down in
the places of their adoption, confident in Baha' u'llah's promise
that "“"the hosts of Divine inspiration shall descend....from the
heaven of My Name, the All Knowing, the All-Wise. On him shall also
descend the Concourse on high, each bearing aloft a chalice of pure
% o s

et the et His Glery 50 meopile = shinc-ipon: yioal

and be not of the negligent."

Baha'u'llah.



.1 ONEE RS,

‘Prospective pioneers are asked to get in touch

3

n

immediately with the Pionesr Sub-Committee (Mr. John Wade,

1)y Northumberland Road, New Barnett) or to the N.T.C.

Secretary, Bandy Ackroyd, 20 Dean Park Avenue, Drighlington,

near Bradford.
Or by telephone or letter to the Secretary of the

National Spiritual Assembly, Mrs., Betty Reed, 27 Rutland

ot O, o W e (Telephone: Knightstridge 2566).
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