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The DivIDe Springt ime is come, 0 Most Exalt ed 
Pen; for the Festival of the All-Merciful is 
fast approaching. Be s~:~ 'j:::' th,y"self, and magnify, 
before the ent ire creation, the name of God, 
and celebrate His prclise, i~such wise that all 
cre;ated things may be regenera ted and made newo 
Speak, a nd hold .not thy peace. The day star of 
blissfulness shineth above the horizon of Our 
nanie ; the Blissful:- inasmuch as the kingdom of 
the· n ame of' God hath been adorned with the orno· 
ment of the na me of thy Lord, the Creatqr of the 
h~a:vcns . Arise before the nations of the earth, 
c;md arm thyself '\;vith the power of this Most Great 
Name, and be not of those who tarry. 

From Baha.! u t llah' sRidvan Tablet 0 • 

I::; ~usd b:;r t h e National Teaching Committee of the Nationa l 
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RIDVAN 

Year 121 

Dear friends, 

Again we are about to meet for our Ridvan Feast - the 
Feast when we re-form our Local Spiritual Assemblies, and 
if possible elect the officers for the coming year. 

How best can our Local Assemblies achieve the standard 
set for us by 'Abdu'l-Baha and, in his own words, "ra ise 
the Banner of Guidance and b ecome the host of the Supreme 
Concourse."? Such is the unique responsibility of the 
Local Spiritual Assembly - a responsibility both precious 
and privileged in this the Formative Age of our Faith. 

The first responsibility l i es surely with those who 
who ele ct the Local Spiritual Assembly , a requirement where 
the number of adult believers exceeds nine. This duty 
should be approached conscientiously and prayerfully, that 
our choice way fallon those members of the community who 
are best able to fulfil the exacting r equirements , of mem
bership of a divine institution. 

The second r esponsibility lies with the newly elected 
Assembly in the wise choice of its officers, the s ervants 
of the Assembly who will be asked to carry out the necessary 
tasks to enable the Assembly to function adequately and 
efficiently. 

First, 'the Chairman who will lead the Assembly in its 
consultations, seeing that all have the opportunity to make 
their contribution, a s well as contributing himself. He 
will be r equired to work closely with the Secret ary in pre
paring Agendas for the meetings and in carrying out the 
decisiqns of the Assembly. 
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Secondly the Secretary, whose responsibilities can be 
numerous , b ut it is for the Assembly to direct/ guide and 
help the Secretary; 's o , that thew-ar k of tlJ.e, ' .A~sel?b~y is 
carried out in har mony and unity. 

At the Ni neteen Day Feast, the Secret a.ry, acts as ' the 
mouthpiece of the Assembly 5 giving suell reports as the 
Assembly sl:.all direct . The Secreta~y is a lso responsible 
fo r all letters a rising from Assembly meetings. This needs 
to be a person who ' is able to sta~.:;e clearly in speech and 
in writing the yashes of the Assembly . " He , or she may be 
called upon to , s end letters and reports to the 'National 
Assembly and its Commit tees) fo r is not the ' Secretary a 
vital li:r..k between the National Office ar.i.dhei~ Assembly, 
a:s well as between the Assembly and the' local community? 
11his role can be exacting) bl~t it ' can al~c 'b'e 'exciting; , 
giving ample opportunity of service .. to the Faith in the 
field of teaching a s well as in the f i e la ,of :Baha ' i admi n 
i st r ation. 

Our greatest joy is to give of our 'talents in s e r viee 
to the Cause we love 0- it, is for the Assembly to r e c6gnise 
and use those t,alents wi th vvisdbm and understandi ng . 

NATIONAL TEACHI NG GONTIvII TTEE 
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SPECIAL GUIDANCE FOR LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES 

Secretaries , please tqke immediate action 

The community must ITeet for the Ridva n elections afte r 
sunset on the 20th April or before sunse t on 21st April. At 
no other t ime can these ele ctions be -held . 

Whe r e there a re exactly nine a dult Baha I is in the com
munity, they hold a Hidvan meeting to de clare tha t those 
nine believers constitute the Local Spiritua l Assembly. The 
Assembly may the n e le ct their Officers. If, however, only 
a quorum is present and t he As sembly f ee ls that the elect i on 
would be better held at a l ate r date w.o.en the Yvhole Assembly 
is pre sent, they may postpone the electi on until such meetingo 

Where there al~e more tha n nine adult Baha I is; - an elec·-
t ion is held a t the Ridvan me eting" Everyone sbould make a 
specia l effort to- b.e present at this meeting be cause the 
e l ect ion of a new Spiritual As sembly i s one, of the most im
portant things that can ha ppen in any town or city, and is a 
sacred moment . If it is quite impossible to attend the 
Ridva n meeting , one I s vote should be sent by post to the Sec-
r etary. ___ i .Baha t i elections are by secret ballot, so b a llot 
p ap e rs:-' sent by post should be placed first in a pla in enve
lope 'Jvith no indication made of the na me of the s e nder 
either on the env elope or on the ballot p aper, and tha t 
enve lope should be sealed. The sealed envelope should 
then b e placed in another env elope vvhich is addressed to the 
Se cretary, and this should hav e the name of the sender 
clea rly written on the back and "BALLOT" in the left-hand 
cornE;r on the front. 

The b a llot paper should be posted in time to reach the 
Se creta ry not later than the morning of the day on vvhich the 
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election is to take place . (If two envelopes are not used 
this does not inviolate the vote) . 

The envelopes cont a ining the post a l ballots, are not 
opened until the friends present at the Ridvan meeting have 
recorded their own votes, using the ballot papers they will 
have brought· along to the meeting. The enVelopes containing 
the posta l votes are then opene~l and those vot es are adde d 
to the other ballot papers . 

Before the voting commences , teilers should be 
appoint ed by the friends present at t he ' meeting , and they 
ar e r esponsible fo r col lect ing and counting the votes . 

When the votes have been cOUnte'd and the members of 
the new loca l Spiritual Assembly ar e known, they should each 
s i gn the st atement sent by the Nat iona l Spiritua l Assembly 
confirming that they ar e t he duly elected local Spiritual 
Assembly of that particul a r t own, in a similar way to the 
"declaration" which is s i gned by t he newly declared Assembly . 
This st atement is then sent in duplication to the Nat iona l 
Assembly fo r sea ling, and the sealed copy is r eturned to the 
local Spiritual Assembly fo r s afe keeping o 

In r elat ion to vot ing for oneself , the be loved 
Guardian has s a id: -

"This is entirely a matter of conscience ; if the 
individual feels for some r eason justified in 
voting f or himself , he is free to do so . " 

5 

(Principles of Baha ' i Administration, p.59) 
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Ea ch ballot paper must be filled -in with exactly 
nine names of the members of the local community, 
more or l e ss than nine names- invalidat es the whole ba llot 
paper. 

Wher e t her e is a l a r ger local community, t he n i ne 
be lievers r e ce iving the highest number of vot e s become 
t he members of the local Spiritual Assembly; t his is 
ca lled a "pluralit y" vot e a s distinct from a "majority" 
vot e o A "plural i t y" vot e means that thos e vvith the 
h i ghest numbers of vot e s ar e el ected, irre spectiv e of the 
numb er of people who vot ed. A "ma jority" vot e mean~ 
that the membe rs e l e ct ed must h ave been voted for by mor e 
than half of t he el ectorat e , and this form of voting i s 
u s ed when the Off icers o~ the Assembly ar e e l ect ed . 
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THE I MMEDIA~rE T ASK 

SEVEN DAYS TO GO , , 

FIVE PLACES TO . FILL " 

? vVHO WILL ~4:EISE TO SERVE ? 

The l ast Gaps :-

Ne eds 
Offer s Gaps: to 

Confirmed Fill 
CHESTER 2 2 

INVERNESS 2 1 1 

YORK 3 1 2 

PORTSMOUTH 2 2 

BLACKPOOL 4 4 

13 8 5 

/. 
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Dear Friends, 

There are, I am sure, a numbe r of you who r eally 
have the desire to pioneer, but for one r eason or another, 
fe e l you cannot actually take the st:ep. Having been in 
this position myself, and now just about to move to a 
p{oneer post , I feel I must t ell you about my fe elings 
a t this st age ; of the quit e wonderful joy I am experienc
ing, now that the plunge has been taken. 

To uproot oneself from one's native town (especi ally 
when this happens to be such a city as Edinburgh), to 
change one's job, and leave a much loved home and dearly 
loved friends - both within the Faith and without - is 
indeed not a step which can be taken lightly~ On the 
INhole , we humans a r e always r ather . frightened of changes . 
iNe like to cling to the dear familiar surroundings , : a nd 
to tear ourselves frum the s e and venture into the ullknown, 
is sometimes more than we can bring ourselves to do. 
But, dear friends, a s Baha 'is, uprooting ourselve s in 
order to furthe r the success of our beloved Faith, we 
can go forward with confidence into the unknown. Worries 
and difficultie s to overcome there may well be ; things 
may not all be to our liking at first, but with 
Baha ' u'llah at our side , what have -we to fear? He is 
well awar e of the problems we have to f a ce. 

Is this not the crux of the matter? Our lack of 
rai th in Baha'u'll ah to secure for us work and a home? 
I-t uert-ainly -was-this way ' -with · -1is~ - When; however, one 
reaches the point where all that matters is that a lamp, 
a1ready l it by Baha' u 'llah, somewhere, must not be allowed 
to flicker out, then, no matter at what cost, it is quite 
impossible to turn one's back any longer; to let the 
obstacles we think a re holding us back, to do so any longer. 
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If pioneering i s what Baha ' u ' llah wants any of us to do , 
then I am qui te convinced that these diffi culties; .hqwev er 
insurmountable they may seem, can and will be r emoved fo r 
us , if we so desire . 

What I want to convey to you is the great happiness 
which I now feel . This l S a deep- seated feeling 'ver y 
difficult to describe . It ' s r ather like floating on a 
gr eat sea and being upheld by i t s wonderful buoyancy , in 
spite of the ma.ny pro1!lems and worrie s which sometimes 
ripply on the surface ~ I only wish each one of you could 
experience it , Believe me , it is well worth all the 
sacrifice s to be made, and wha t has b r ought me most gladness 
is the feeling of be ing so much closer to Baha ' u ' llah than 
ever before. I can honestly s ay I have never f elt such· 
happiness . 

If , after reading this, it has helped or encour aged 
any of you to come to a decision about pioneering, then my 
r eas on for vrri t ing this will have been accomplished . 

eN ~ B . 

Sheila M. S . Cooper . 

Sheila and Don Coope r have moved from Edinburgh 
to a sS',Jr e the Assembly. of Aber deen . ) 

9 . 
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Teaching Tour by 1fund of the Cause, JaM Ferraby 

We ,have been specially privileged to have as a trav el 
te a cher this year our dear John Ferraby . His tour follow--
ing ~reaching Corrferepce was particularly ' succe ssful and we 
thought that the fr i ends might l i ke to knov~i how 'va rie d wer e 
the occasions arra nge d for him. 

He was in Winchest e r for their World Relig i on Day 
ce l ebra tion" a n eve nt which Winchest e r Bc..ba ! is ha v e made 
particu l a rly successfu l in obtaining n ewspaper 'cove r a ge , 
pa r t icipat ion by l e a di n g menib~rs of other Faiths a nd local 
ci.v ic di gni t orie s. Mr G Ferraby wa s received by the May o r 
of Winchest e r and s aw the tree pla nte d in c omme mo r at i on of 
the Most Great Juhilee . A me s ,sage of goodwill was sent by 
lVIT. Peter Smithers, late ly the Me mbe r o f Pa r l iament for 
Wincheste r and now Secretary- Genera l of t he Council of 
Europe. 

Exeter and Torquay were the next towns to b e visit e d 
and t ime was g iven for firesides for the friends as well 
as for contacts . 

Mr . Ferraby c r ossed to Dublin, and again had fruitful 
andinspirirg meetings with the friends and with t he ir 
contacts . At on e meeting he spoke especial ly t o the 
youth on "S cience arid ReJ igion", and talked of the prob'lems 
of teaching the Fa it h to young people, e specially students , 
b e they inte lle ctua l, agnostic, or othe rwis e . 

At Bangor, again meetings with Baha 'is and contacts , 
a.nd~so a special visit to Bangor Abbey, seat of ancient 
r eligious learning dating back to St. Columbanus. MroFerraby 
spoke with the curate of the Church. 
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The visit to Belfast was unusual in that opportunity was 
taken to enable l eading members of Society and well known 
international organisations to meet ]\frr.Ferraby socia lly at a 
"Fork Supper" in the home of Jane Vill i ers-Stuart, and a lunch 
the follovlling day at the Grand Central Hotel . Before he l eft 
the city, Mr . Ferraby was r eceived by the Lord Mayor at the 
Cit y Hallo There was also opportunity for f iresides both for 
Baha'is and their friends . 

Report s f rom all communities spoke of the wonderful 
atmosphere gener at ed by this visit of a Hand of the Caus e , 
and express ed their deep gr at i tude for the privilege of ent er
taining such a guest . 

Other News 

We have been thrilled at the increasing number of oppor
tunit i es which a r e now being given to Baha'is to speak of the 
Faith to Sixth Former s at School. Owen Battrick has an annual 
date with the Senior boys at a school i n Reading - Lois Gregory 
r ecently visited a school in Dartmouth and spoke to the whole 
school ! John Long has written of a visit to Chorlton Grammar 
School fo r Boys -where he addressed 50 of the Sixth Formers and 
aft e rwa rds pre sent ed -a copy of "Ba.ha ' u'llah and the New Era " 
to the School Library . 

Now, what about the gir~?;. ~_ (J,annot we ~g~t them inter ested 
too? We would like to hear if there have been other similar 
occasions elsewher e . 

News still comes i n . of .tree planting cereIllDni~s - the 
l atest from Bournemouth when AlderIllan Deric Scott off i ci a t ed, 
assist e d by John Morleyo Oxfor d present ed their books to the 
City Library at a happy little cer emony on March 25th. They 
are also presenting three books by Shoghi Effendi to Balliol 
College wher e he was studying a t the time of 'Abdu'l-Baha 's 
passing. 

11. 
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Holy Days 

~i~et ~en Day 
lJ1easts 
_ "", . .... _____ -'r .. 

BAHA I I CALE .. l\lDAR 

21st April) 
-2nd May ) - Feast of Ridvan 

23rd May 

29th May 

9th June 

- Declaration of the Bab 

- Ascension of Baha'u'llah 

- Martyrdom of the Bab · 

9th April Glory 

28th April Beauty 

17th May Grandeur 

5th Jlli"le Light; 

24th June Mercy 
:: ~-: ):~ ~~ :-!;: :-:~: :--!~ :::::: :::': 
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Erit ish Nat ional Convention 2nd and 3rd May 
at The Borough l,ib.2ary TI133:~rs 

Kensington, London, c; , Vi 0 

~2:.ca~ion of the Mother Temple of Europe in Frankfurt -

4th July, followed by a European Teachir~ Conference 
on 5th and 6th July. 

Scottish Week-end School at Inverness 4th/5th April 

Lyme Park Week-end School 22nd-24th May 

Welsh Week-end School at Porthcawl 13th/14th June 

Harlech Summer School 4th-18th July 

Dalston Hall S~ner School - 22nd Aug.- 4th SepQ 
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