
The 

HOME FRONT 
A News Bulletin 

No.3 o~tober9 1956 
11THE DEEPEST YEARNING OF ldY HEART ••• 11 

V!e in Britain have been blessed by a wonderful letter from 
the beloved Guardian, full of praise for past efforts and· soul­
st irring promise for the future if we do our part. To surpass 
the splendid victories in Africa, this 1s his promise for the 
Home Front and the near-by Islands! · 

THE CALL IS FOR g 
11 

••• A flow of pioneers and a concentration of material ,,, 
resources unexampled in British Bah~ 1 i history." 

THE TWO-FOLD FORMULA FOR SUCCESS g 

"The phenomenal progress a­
chieved 11 in Af rica "will be 
duplicated9 nay surpassed •• 11 

Baha 1 u 1 llab 11 can well enable 11 g 

us "to conquer, with no l ess 
rapidity and ~ven great er 
effectiveness, the citadels 
of men's hearts ••• " 

"Provided that a determination 
no less unyielding and a dedi­
cation no less whole-hearted and 
complete 9 will be displayed •• 11 

If we 11but arise to the occasion 
now presenting it self ••• 11 

**************** . 
"That the entire Community may befittingly respond to the call of 
the present hour and bring to a final consummation the Mission 
with which it has been entrusted is the deepest yearning of my 
heart and the object of my unceasing prayers". 

July 11, 1956. SHOGHI 

ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE BAHA'fs OF THE BRITISH ISLES 

1 
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THE SOUTH EAST REGION 

How inspiring it is to be able to report Area News in this 
Bulletin. The strength of the Early Christians was their Uni~y. 
We are so much luckier than they were ••• this is worth thinking 
about. 

Portsmouth& It was a joy to meet the t wo new declara.nts at the 
Hazira7 together with a close contact 9 brought up by Prudence 
George. Their meetings are every second and fourth Tuesday in the 
Rechabites Rall, with weekly firesides in various homes. 

Cambridge g On S_eJ;>tember 5th Prof. Zeine opened the monthly Public 
Heetings at the "Scotch Hoose" on the first Wednesday of every 
month. V~lerie Morley spoke on October 3rd, a good start for a 
new Baha'i from Tilehurst. Firesides are held when possible. 
Ellen and Shirl ey Rogers of Newmarket hold firesides and support 
Cambridge with vigour. , Joan Benfi eld moves into Cambridge in 
December 9 making f our Ba.b.a'is cert ain. 

Readingg Monthly meetings are held in the Abbey Gateway Room on 
the second Thursday of the month . Firesides are held every Monday 
at 8, High St. and :rnr. S'abit holds a study group there every 
Wednesday . The folll! youths are formulating a Youth Programme, and 
have been asked to provide a speaker for the Int ernational Youth 
Club. 

Brighton and Hove g We congratulate the youth on their new believer 
and are thrilled to learn of the Ugandan . student r ecently arrived , 
Natha._1'1 Ocaya. 

London & Considering the depletion of their numbers all the 
Friends will be gl ad to hear of t he wonderful meetings att ended 
now by as ma..~y as s eventy peopl e at their open Thursday meetings. 
They have three new declarants. A Week-End School was held on 
October 20th-21st. 

In Winchester Miss Kilford is ploughing the ground alone for great 
things as is Cherry Viveash in Chichester and Miss Haclr7illiams in 
Pet ersfi eld. John Wade vis ited Olive Stockley in Thetford and 
found her so inspiring. 
1~rs. Slade in Wraysbury wields her pen effectively. 

He ar e holding a Weekend School on March 23rd-24th at The Rosehill 
Conference Centre 9 Ber kshire . From Saturday tea to Sunday tea9 one 

. . 1 . 
guinea inc usive .__ Sputh East Regional Teaching Committee 
J eannett e Battrick, Bobbie Leedham 9 Beryl de Gruchy 9 Bob Jackson, 
John Wade . (2) 
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THE SPIRIT OF PI ONEERING 

To a r ecent pilgri m our beloved Guardian observed that the 
t r ue value of pioneer ing is to r ise vol untarily and wi th sacrifice . 

Writing to a British pioneer and r ef erring t o his qualit ies 
of "instant decis i on" 1 "consequent action" , and "sacrifice" , the 
Guardian said ~ "It is qualities such as thes e 9 which t he pioneer 
carries to his ne1,-; post 1 which attract a rei nforcing power from on 
High 9 and enable him to create in the hearts of those Hho meet him 
a longing to have ·what he possesses, and i gni te in these new heart s 
t he fl ame of t he love of Ba.ha 1u 1 118.b. 11 • 

Since last r eport a number of friends around Britain have arisen 
t o pioneer . We r ecord their names wi t h deep gl adness . Barbara 
Si mmonds has t aken a r esident post in Cardiff . Bobbi e Leedham has 
moved to Reading while still ~orking in London . Shoa and Lamea 
lll i kanpour have l eft St ockt on and are with the J ameson f amily, the 
f i rst st age to their pi oneering in Newcastle wher e Shoa has found 
work . This i s a not able pr oj ect 9 undert aken with a new baby expected 
t hi s month . Nuri Sabet has settled in Eccl es which is close to his 
tra i ning . J oan Benfie ld has obt ained a post in Cambri dge which she 
wi ll t ake up in December . 

Our Home Front has al so been richly bl es sed by Ba.ha 1 i st udents 
from overseas . The pace of their arr i val is breat h-t aki ng. Nathan 
Oc aya and Marshall K. Guayambade came from Uganda to Brighton and 
Leicest er . Peter l'IcLn.ren 1 recent chairman of the National Youth 
Corn.mi tt ee in the U . S oA. 1 has arrived in Glasgow1 wher e Bijan Ghatan 
of Persia has also come 9 as we l l as Robert Spio- Quansah from the 
Gol d Coast . Shaheen Azadeh and Parveen Arfaie have come from Persia 
to study nurs ing in Northampton. Rustom J amshidi flew from Karachi 9 

Paki stan 9 to Belfast in time for tho Weekend School. Barbara Saunders 
of U. S.A. and l1inou Naimi have come to Dubl in . Shef f i eld has been 
strengthened by Simi Bohi of Persia . Surely our Home Front is under 
Divine care l 

A CALL FOR DUBLIN 

This pivot al centre, so closely associat ed with our beloved 
Hand of the Cause George Townshend 9 is in need of at l east t wo adult 
p ioneers. VT.ho-ever can ari se shoul d write Miss J ean Campbel l, 
Secret ary, E.A.T.C. 1 106 B.anbury Road, Oxford . 
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THE DISSEMINATION OF LITERATURE 

9000 CONTACT Jl:IAKERS 

Seldom have the time 9 the opportunity, and the means been better synchronized to implement one of the Guardian 's desires. The new 
l eaflet, "Facts about the Baha'i Faith", has many virtues and is low in cost. It is admir abl e f or t he first glad tidings of t he Faith . 

We learn that there are 9000 copies now available. Hori many of t hese c an you plac e in the next few months? 

Dis tribution in the streets and · from door to door is not ruled out, but i s not c onsi dered a sat i sfactor y method 9 due to the heavy wastage9 
b ut all ac quaintances h owever s light, all casual contact s , t he but cher, t he baker, the candle sticl.e maker, all should be pr esented wit h a copy . 
They at least wi ll not destroy it \7hilst you are present. Send one to all those people you owe a let t er to, and to t hos e to wh om a l etter wil l 
be we lcome. Give i t to t hat person in t h e tra i n or bus. I nclude one when you i nvi t e s omeone to a meeting? give t hem to inquirers who attend 
your meetings ? t ake t hem when you vis it other groups , especi a lly when ther e i s a Baha'i speaker . In short, di stribut e the leaflet t o everybody 
a nd his r e l ations! 

To encourage this wi de di ssemination, t he N .T. C. will subsidize t he pri c e of these l eafl ets s o tha t from nov1 unt il- Teaching Conferenc e 
you c an obtain t hem i n parcel s of one hundred (100 ) f or 5/-d . pos t f r ee . We make t h i s offer to all Assemblies , Groups, and i ndividual 
belie ve rs in Brita in and the ne i ghbouri n g Isl ands . Or der s should be s ent t o the Baha ' i Pub lishing Trust, 39 High Street, Manchest e r 4. 

1 
Thi s i s s i mpl e and exciting, s omething easy for ever~one t o do . S?I send for the f i r st hundred t o- day and 11 get disseminating"! ,NOH 

I S THE Til'iE FOR ACTI ON and t he goal i s: n i ne t housand leaflets i n t he .\j:l.nds of n i ne t housand possibly inter est ed r eaders thi s Baha' i year . 

( Not e ~ AsseCTblies will s oon r ece ive from the Public Rel at i ons Commit t ee a suggestion for planned di stribution) 

PU13LIC LIBRARIES 
Now that t he door has b e en opene~ "on a new phase of the unfol dment ~f t h e F a i th in the British Isle s", it i s timely and wi l l contribute 

t o pug lic knowl edge to see t hat Baha 'i books are available in publ ic libr aries . As there is no national budget for t his wor k , we look t o 
l oc al communitie s and groups to do what they c an . Her e are a f ew suggestions : 

1) Ask your Librari an t o buy a book, but if he will not 9 donat e a l':look when poss i b l e . Vle suggest 
"The Bah~'{ Revelation" (compilat i on by Baha' i Publishi ng Trust) _ 
"The Gla d Tidings of Baha 1u 1 118.b. 11 (John Murr ay i n "The rlisdom of t h e Ea s t" seri es) 
"Baha'u 1 nhli and t he Nev; Era" by Essl emont (Baha1 i Publ ishing Tr ust) 
"Pr escription for Living" by Ruhiyyih Rabbani (Geor ge Ronal d ) 
"The Promise of All Ages" by George Townshend (Ge orge Ronald) 
"Religion for Hankind" by Hora c e Holley (Geor ge Rona l d ) 

2) See t hat you and t he other b elievers borrow Baha ' { books to keep t hem " a live " and. on t he current she lves. (The Leeds Publi c Li br arian 
advised that "Pr e scription for Living " h ad been borrowed 71 times) 

3) Ask the Librari an to classify Baha'i books according to t he s t andard class i f icat i on used by t he British National Bibliography. The 
correct number _isg 299.15 (Baha'i). 

GEI'TING BOOKS AND P.Al\'IPHLEI1S KNOITN 
It i s 

1) Arrange 
very i mportant that believers and contact s s ee and get to know our lit er ature . Her e ar c a f ew ways tha t may help g 
attractive di spl ays at - a ll meetings and Vieekend Schools 3) Give to f riends and cont acts our inexpen s ive pamphlet s 

2 ) Be sure it i s conveni ent for people t o buy and order books g 4) Include notes about books in Regional Bulletins. 
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TEACHING CONFERENCE AT SUMl !ER SCHOOL 

"One t hing and only one t hing will unfailingly and al one 
secure the undoubt ed t r iumph of t his s acred Cause , namely9 

the extent to which our ovm inner l:lfe and privat e char act er 
mirror forth in t he ir manifold aspects , t he spl endour of 
t hose et erna l principl es proclai med by Baha'u'llat". 

(From "Guidance for Today and Tomorrow" , p.194) 

The Sunday morning confer ence at Summer School; planned to 
quicken t he spi r it of f ai th and i ndi vidual action, wer e both 
inspiring and pr oductive . Each consist ed of sever a l brief t alks 
followed by gener al di s cussion. 

The theme f or t he f i rst confe r ence was t aken from t he l ett er 
from the Guardian? "If t he Baha 'is r emaining ' at home ' would arise 
with t he s ame spi r it of devction and f ervour as ani mates the 
pioneers 9 ther e i s no question of t he r emarkable r esults t hat 
would be achi eved. " 

Adib Taher zadeh opened wi t h a tal k on the t heme and Ted I 
Carde ll spoke on pr ayer . Thi s was f oll owed by t hr ee t al ks on 
a chi evement s in t he t eachi ng f i el d . Lady Hornell and Dan Jordan 
spoke on t he work i n Belfast , I an Si ncl air and Micky Mihaeloff on 
F i r e s i dcs 9 and John Long on the art of speaking . Philip Hainsworth 
c l osed t he f irst part of t hi s confer ence . 

The s econd part was an open di s cus sion on the pr act ical 
a spect s of 11 3.I' i s ing wi t h t he s ame fervour". I mport ant points wer e 
made on publicity and di sseminating lit er ature . Nen cir cles need 
neu techniques. Quoting from lit er ature encourages cont act s to buy 
Baha 'i books . Use of r ai h-my bookst alls 9 public 9 pris on and 
h osp ital libraries was sugge st ed. Pamphl et s on diffe r ent aspect s 
wer e call ed for. Dissemi nation i s t he r esponsi bility of everyone . 

The i mport ance of pr ayer was al so st r essed . Pe should pr ay 
in t he spirit of humi l ity? s eeking guidance , and not trying to 
i mpose our own will. Ba.ha 'u'll2.b. 1 s pr ayer s carry specia l power 
b e cause they are t he Words of · the I[an i fes t ation. Pr a yer was defined 
a s the pr act ice of t he presence of God, longing to serve God 9 and 
t urning to God emptying ourselves of all el se. 

It was agreed t hat the older Baha 1 i s must give the younger 
a nd l ess experienced ones their chance to t each so that t hey will 
gain maturity. Teaching should be by at t r action. Fires i des shoul d 
express the warmth of the Cause . 

( 6 ) 
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"The Spiritual Aspects of Teaching the Cause of God.11 was the 
theme for the second conf'erence. Kathleen Hornell opened with a 
talk on the spiritual life and John Wade spoke on daily living. 
Pat Sinclair followed on associating with many peop+e, Betty 
Shepherd on Humanitarian service, and Ian Sinclair on gaining 
knowledge to tench . Bob Cheek then spoke on the believer in the 
Baha'i community, and ]forina Nazar on participation in collective 
enterprises . · David Hofman wound up Qith a lively talk on the 
b eliever as a tool of the Guardian. 

The Guardian's words "The people of tho world are seeking a 
high st ~nqard and pure example and the degree to which they see 
the Baha 1 i life lived by the believers will be the degree to which 
they accept the Faith", q_uot ed by Prof. Zeine , epitomized the , 
discus sion. We must have a happy r el ationship with fellow Baha 'is 

-to attract. Love and unity must be noticeable to all . This is · 
oft en difi icult and involves self-sacrifice , as we cannot love 
everyone personally, but we can behave as Baha 'u'll~ teaches us 
to do. " ThG work of the youth should be especially encouraged. 

Another point was ~hat we must be able to understand 
r ationalists, fundamentalists and other movements of thought, to 
be able to teach the r aith. A manual answering typical problems 
was suggested . 

It was pointed out that as long as we ar e the instruments of 
the Guardian the Faith will ·progress . We should not ~orry about · 
it 9 but do our best. "Once we truly lovG the Cause", s aid one 
speaker, "we long to serve it". 

These and many other suggestions wer e r ecorded and have been 
a guide to a number of actions by the National Teaching 
Committee. 

Pat and I an Sinclair. 

FROM HEhRTS DEAR TO US 

Scatt er ed throughout Britain are believers not able to join 
in our activities 9 but who a.re with us at all times in heart and 
soul. We share messages from two precious believers, both 
bearing a load of illness with shining spirits. 

(7) 
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Olive Stockley, liundford, near Thetford, Norfolk, v1ritesg 
"Beco.use I know the Faith ie th"e foundation of Good., I see . 

undc.rstan;J.ing, love ,, and most of all sympathy shine from all who 
a re :Ba.ha 'is 9 who visit or write _t _o me 

"Vlhen God allowed Evil ( pain) 9 He gave the world sympathy a.nd 
love as His gift , and the good fri ends, world\:1ide, grasp both 1.'1ith 
eager hands and give me much of each . For such hour, evil is 
turned into a gift, and a ll who hold on, in ghat ev~~ way , is their 
portion, help God, and the Faith of the ~orld, Baha 1 u 1 118.h 's. 
Thank you all". 

I 

Dr. John Hitchell says "It vms u onderful to have a message 
fro~ $OU and I am delighted to b e able to send my love to all my 
B aha 1 i fri ends. 

"Your pr ayers have worked miracles; will you uontinue them 
for :j_t will be some time yet before I c an nrit e my own r eply." 

FAREWELL, DEAR FRIENJ)S 

Friday, October 5th, s aw the departure from Britai n >f four 
~hose going leaves u s both glad and sad . Dan and Nancy Jordan, 
marri ed in Belf ast on Sept emb er 27th, and Philip and Lois 
Ha insworth , marri ed at the Haziratu'l-QLJ.ds in London on Sept emb er 
29th, c arry with them our gratitude and love. ·Dea r Dan sent this 
message as he went: "The goals of the Ten Year Crusade hcr-e are 
s o much in our blood t hat we 'll a l ways keep our eyes eagerly 
fixed on the British Isles, and every victory and triuwph, and 
all your achievements v1ill bring joy to our henrts. So p l eo.se 
know th:it you v-1ill const o.ntly b e in our pr ayers, we 'll b e b ack 
somoday-soon r,ro hope- to l end a hand". (For t hose \7ho cCLre to 
nrite t he addresses are: Jordans, 922 La.r ami e, Alliance, 
Nebr:iska, U.So A. Hains~orths, Box 2662 , Kompal a , Uganda, 
B.E.A. ) 
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