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TEACHING CONFERENCE AT SUMl !ER SCHOOL 

"One t hing and only one t hing will unfailingly and al one 
secure the undoubt ed t r iumph of t his s acred Cause , namely9 

the extent to which our ovm inner l:lfe and privat e char act er 
mirror forth in t he ir manifold aspects , t he spl endour of 
t hose et erna l principl es proclai med by Baha'u'llat". 

(From "Guidance for Today and Tomorrow" , p.194) 

The Sunday morning confer ence at Summer School; planned to 
quicken t he spi r it of f ai th and i ndi vidual action, wer e both 
inspiring and pr oductive . Each consist ed of sever a l brief t alks 
followed by gener al di s cussion. 

The theme f or t he f i rst confe r ence was t aken from t he l ett er 
from the Guardian? "If t he Baha 'is r emaining ' at home ' would arise 
with t he s ame spi r it of devction and f ervour as ani mates the 
pioneers 9 ther e i s no question of t he r emarkable r esults t hat 
would be achi eved. " 

Adib Taher zadeh opened wi t h a tal k on the t heme and Ted I 
Carde ll spoke on pr ayer . Thi s was f oll owed by t hr ee t al ks on 
a chi evement s in t he t eachi ng f i el d . Lady Hornell and Dan Jordan 
spoke on t he work i n Belfast , I an Si ncl air and Micky Mihaeloff on 
F i r e s i dcs 9 and John Long on the art of speaking . Philip Hainsworth 
c l osed t he f irst part of t hi s confer ence . 

The s econd part was an open di s cus sion on the pr act ical 
a spect s of 11 3.I' i s ing wi t h t he s ame fervour". I mport ant points wer e 
made on publicity and di sseminating lit er ature . Nen cir cles need 
neu techniques. Quoting from lit er ature encourages cont act s to buy 
Baha 'i books . Use of r ai h-my bookst alls 9 public 9 pris on and 
h osp ital libraries was sugge st ed. Pamphl et s on diffe r ent aspect s 
wer e call ed for. Dissemi nation i s t he r esponsi bility of everyone . 

The i mport ance of pr ayer was al so st r essed . Pe should pr ay 
in t he spirit of humi l ity? s eeking guidance , and not trying to 
i mpose our own will. Ba.ha 'u'll2.b. 1 s pr ayer s carry specia l power 
b e cause they are t he Words of · the I[ani fes t ation. Pr a yer was defined 
a s the pr act ice of t he presence of God, longing to serve God 9 and 
t urning to God emptying ourselves of all el se. 

It was agreed t hat the older Baha 1 i s must give the younger 
a nd l ess experienced ones their chance to t each so that t hey will 
gain maturity. Teaching should be by at t r action. Fires i des shoul d 
express the warmth of the Cause . 
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"The Spiritual Aspects of Teaching the Cause of God.11 was the 
theme for the second conf'erence. Kathleen Hornell opened with a 
talk on the spiritual life and John Wade spoke on daily living. 
Pat Sinclair followed on associating with many peop+e, Betty 
Shepherd on Humanitarian service, and Ian Sinclair on gaining 
knowledge to tench . Bob Cheek then spoke on the believer in the 
Baha'i community, and ]forina Nazar on participation in collective 
enterprises . · David Hofman wound up Qith a lively talk on the 
b eliever as a tool of the Guardian. 

The Guardian's words "The people of tho world are seeking a 
high st ~nqard and pure example and the degree to which they see 
the Baha 1 i life lived by the believers will be the degree to which 
they accept the Faith", q_uot ed by Prof. Zeine , epitomized the , 
discus sion. We must have a happy r el ationship with fellow Baha 'is 

-to attract. Love and unity must be noticeable to all . This is · 
oft en difi icult and involves self-sacrifice , as we cannot love 
everyone personally, but we can behave as Baha 'u'll~ teaches us 
to do. " ThG work of the youth should be especially encouraged. 

Another point was ~hat we must be able to understand 
r ationalists, fundamentalists and other movements of thought, to 
be able to teach the r aith. A manual answering typical problems 
was suggested . 

It was pointed out that as long as we ar e the instruments of 
the Guardian the Faith will ·progress . We should not ~orry about · 
it 9 but do our best. "Once we truly lovG the Cause", s aid one 
speaker, "we long to serve it". 

These and many other suggestions wer e r ecorded and have been 
a guide to a number of actions by the National Teaching 
Committee. 

Pat and I an Sinclair. 

FROM HEhRTS DEAR TO US 

Scatt er ed throughout Britain are believers not able to join 
in our activities 9 but who a.re with us at all times in heart and 
soul. We share messages from two precious believers, both 
bearing a load of illness with shining spirits. 
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Olive Stockley, liundford, near Thetford, Norfolk, v1ritesg 
"Beco.use I know the Faith ie th"e foundation of Good., I see . 

undc.rstan;J.ing, love ,, and most of all sympathy shine from all who 
a re :Ba.ha 'is 9 who visit or write _t _o me 

"Vlhen God allowed Evil ( pain) 9 He gave the world sympathy a.nd 
love as His gift , and the good fri ends, world\:1ide, grasp both 1.'1ith 
eager hands and give me much of each . For such hour, evil is 
turned into a gift, and a ll who hold on, in ghat ev~~ way , is their 
portion, help God, and the Faith of the ~orld, Baha 1 u 1 118.h 's. 
Thank you all". 

I 

Dr. John Hitchell says "It vms u onderful to have a message 
fro~ $OU and I am delighted to b e able to send my love to all my 
B aha 1 i fri ends. 

"Your pr ayers have worked miracles; will you uontinue them 
for :j_t will be some time yet before I c an nrit e my own r eply." 

FAREWELL, DEAR FRIENJ)S 

Friday, October 5th, s aw the departure from Britai n >f four 
~hose going leaves u s both glad and sad . Dan and Nancy Jordan, 
marri ed in Belf ast on Sept emb er 27th, and Philip and Lois 
Ha insworth , marri ed at the Haziratu'l-QLJ.ds in London on Sept emb er 
29th, c arry with them our gratitude and love. ·Dea r Dan sent this 
message as he went: "The goals of the Ten Year Crusade hcr-e are 
s o much in our blood t hat we 'll a l ways keep our eyes eagerly 
fixed on the British Isles, and every victory and triuwph, and 
all your achievements v1ill bring joy to our henrts. So p l eo.se 
know th:it you v-1ill const o.ntly b e in our pr ayers, we 'll b e b ack 
somoday-soon r,ro hope- to l end a hand". (For t hose \7ho cCLre to 
nrite t he addresses are: Jordans, 922 La.r ami e, Alliance, 
Nebr:iska, U.So A. Hains~orths, Box 2662 , Kompal a , Uganda, 
B.E.A. ) 
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