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Fran surviving accounts, the injtial react jon seans to have been 

verba.l- in various ·tovms and villages, the 'ularna debated with the 

adherents of the Bah on the meaning of Islanuc prophecies regarding the 

advent of the oa' im and on the teachings of the Bah as canpared with 

those of· MuQarranad. 

The rapid spread of the Bah' s teachings soon brought the new 

religion to the attention of the ruler of Persia, Mlll}anmad shah. 

The governor of 19fahan, Manuchihr I<hful, a Christian sympathetic to the 

Bah and His teachings, attanpted to arrange a meeting between the Bah 

arrl the shah, but his plans were foiled by the Grand Vizier, ijaji Mirza 

1\qasi, who feared for hi s own l,X)si ti on should thi s meeting take place. 

The Grand Vizier therefore ordered the confinement of the B&b in a ranote 

fortr~ss in the northwestern corner of the province of Mhirbayjan, near 

the Ottanan and Russian borders. In this marmer, by denying the followers 

of the Bah all oontact wi th their leader, he sought to sti fIe the ITOvanent 

in its infancy. 

H~ver, these rreasures did not check the g:rowt.h of the infant 

faith--indeed., the spread of the doctrines of the Bah accelerated, which 

in turn brought alx:>ut a change in the fonn of oPIX>sj tion. Einboldened by the 

virtual absence of secular authority causerl. by the infjnnity of Mul}amnad 

sh&h. and the incanpetence of uaj i Mirza Aqasi, the 'ularna increased the 

stridency of their se.nnons and inci ted their congregations to take up 

anns against the Babjs. 

The twin sparks which seem to have igni ted the persecutions were 

the conference of the leading disiples of the Bah in Badasht, and the 

Bc3b I S fonnal declaration of His statj on and Hi s mission in Tabriz in 

July 1848. 
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Following the death of J1.1tl1}annad shah in Septanber 1848, Na~iri 'd-Din 

had ascended the Peacock Throne, and had a}?poj nted MJrza Tagl Khc3.n, 

the Am1r-Ni~am, as his Grand Vj zi er a short time later. 7 Acoording 

to Bah§. , i hi story, the Amir-Ni ~am acti ng alone decreed the use of 

troops against the B3bis, resultjng in the first systematic campaign 

. t th 'f t 1" 8 agalns e In an re Iglon. 

Fighting occurred at the shrine of Shaykh Tabarsi in the province 

of Mazindaran (Oct. 1848-May 1849) and in the village of Zanjan 

(May 1850 - Jan. 1851) in the north, and in Nayriz (May - June 1850 and 

Oct.-Dec. 1853) in the south. 

"The pattern of each of these upheavals was much the same. 
A barrl of Bahl s, who were anned. but for the most part 
~skilled in warfare, b~ing peasants, traders am mullas, 
Would cane into conflict with the local populace incited 
by the' 'ulama. Troops would be called jn and the BahlS 
besieged by the anny equipped with firearms and cannons. 
After a prolonged and heroj c defence, the defenders w::>uld 
be overcane through treachery and massacred. 119 

-. 
In the midst of these bloody upheavals, the Amir-Nj?am decided 

to extingulsh the Bahi Religion by striking at its very root; he 

decreed that the Bah be brought to Tabrlz for public execution on 

9 July 1850. All accounts agree that the fjrst volley fran 750 rifles 

did rot hann the Bc3b or Ml.rza Mu1}amnad-' Ally-i -ZuzUni, the di sciple 

who was to be executed wi th Him, but only severed the ropes that 

suspended then against a wall of the barracks courtyard. After the 

srroke of the first volley had cleared, Mlrza MuQamnad-'Al1. was seen 

to be standing at the foot of the wall, but the Bah had djsappeared. 

FollCMing a short search, the Bc3b was found in a roan, where, according 

to Bah§. , i history, He was "engaged in canpletjng His interrupted 

conversation wi th Hj s amanuensis." 1 0 
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Persian authori t.i es were convi need that thi s attempt was part 

of a larger conspiracy against the Shah-or perhaps they were just 

looking for an excuse to extennlnate the ~l carmunj ty in !ran. 
~e reports received in Europe about the assassination attanpt 

originated in Tabriz, which at this time was the IlOst jmportant trade 

center in Persia. Theador Bauer, an Austrjan businessman who visited 

Tabriz in 1850 on a fact findjng nUssiOIl for the Association of 

Austrian Industrialists, reported: 

"I had heard much about the grandeur of the trading in 
Tabriz in the course of I1¥ joomey, however, I still 
could not have imagined its actual scale. What quantities 
of gcxxls are to be found in the caravansaries there, of 
which there are arotmd twenty larger ones. To find your 
way around the rncmj fold corridors of the bazaar, where 
thousands upon thousands of people move amongst the shops, 
the escx:>rt of one of the shopkeepers of the bazaar is 
indispensible. The stock of wares during a trade fair in 
Leipzig or those of the fonner fair in Bergamo, or even 
the warehouses in Vi erma cannot even be canpared to the 5 
stocks held in the caravansaries and in the bazaar here. 1t1 

-. 
Tabri~ owed its jrop::>rtance as a trade center to the fact that it lay 

on the caravan route to the harbor of Trebizond, on the Black Sea. 

Trebizond, in turn, was connected by a regularly scheduled Austrian 

steamship service to Constantinople,16 and thus indirectly with 

Trieste, the Medi terranean harbor serving Central Europe. This route, 

fran Trieste via Constantinople and Trebi zond to Tabriz am on to 

the rest of Persi a was of vi tal irnJ.X)rtance to continental Europe--

in pa:i:ticular to the Austrian M::lnarchy and the German states-as 

an alternate to the land route, because Russia, protectionistic and 

jealous of its interests in iran, often hindered the transj t of gocxls 

through its terri tory • 
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Upon learning of any happening of note jn Persia, the European 

consuls or businessmen ljving in Tabrlz \-wQlld transmit the news to 

Trebizond, fran whence it would be sent on to Europe. As there was 

no Austrian consul in TabrS z at that time, although several Austrian 

finns were operating there, the consul at Trebizond was responsible 

for re];X)rting any news fran Persi a. Due to the imp::>rtance of the 

Sublime Porte in Austria's foreign fOliey, the internuncio, the 

Austrian minister to Constantinople, was the foranost diplanat in 

the Levant and his mission served as the clearinghouse for all 

infonnation originating in thjs area. Thus, the news~per articles 

dealing with the attempt on the life of N~~ri 'd-Dm shah were 

variously datelined "TabrS z," "Trebi zond" or "COnstantjnople. II 

':lhe article published on 3 October .1852 in the Cst-Deutsche- Post 

was the first to appear in the Austrian Elnpire and apparently the 

first in EurOpe.17 

"c:x:NSTANTrnoPLE, 23 SEP'I'EM;BER 

Letters fran Tauris LTabriil date1 28 August bring the 
news that the shah of Persia was the object of a murderous 
assassination attempt while riding following a hunt. Four 
men approached him to present a petition, which he 
refused to accept at that place. Thereupon two men seized 
the horse's bridle, while the two others fired ~ double­
barrelled pistols at the SUlt:an, whereof a bullet fran one 
load damaged the shah badly en the thigh, another on the 
rcouth. Still, the"Prjnce had strength enough to dism::nmt 
and to assume a defensive posture against the further attacks. 
The suite, which accordjng to Persian custon, had remained back 
to let the Shah ride ahead, hastened to his assistance as soon 
as thi s dreadful deed to hj s person had been done, and 
literally hewed two of the criminals to pieces. 
The two others, who were taken alive, declared that they 
had IX) accanplices, that they belong to the Babi sect and 
had detennina:1 to avenge the death of their chief by 
Imlrdering the shah. His oondi tion is said to be improving 
and his life no longer in danger. Dr. Clouquet 18 has extracted 
two bullets, but has not yet succeeded wi th the thj rd. One is 
assured that, on the contrary, there i.~ a conspiracy against 
the shah am that accanplices are already bejng seized. "19 

.. -.~ 
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The parallels between tW s article and the one that appeared in 

the Sun of Landen, 20 whi ch j nclude a a::mnon phr asing in several 

passages, lead to the conclusion that these two articles had the 

same source. The four-day difference in publication dates is 

explained by the longer tjme required for the route Constantinople-

IDndon and the differing date given for the report fran Tabrlz could 

be a typ:>graphical error. This theory j s supfOrtOO by the fact that 

in the first report of the incident to be found in the files of 

the Austrian Foreign Ministry, dated 7 Septanber, the Austrian vice-

oonsul in Trebi zond, Ck::uli, states he had receivOO the news of the 

attempt just that day. 21 This report, which was filOO directly with 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, differs in several details--the 

ntnnber of assailants, the number of ~t.m.ds, no mention of the Babj s-­
~ 

and contains generally less infonna.tion than the newspaper article. 

'!he earliest report fran Constantjnople preserved in this 

archive which mentions the persecution of the Bahls in Persia is a 

dispafch dated 4 Novanber 1852 regarding an interview by Eduard Freiherr 

vcn Klezl, the Austrian charge d'affaires, with Fu 'ad Pasha, the 

Foreign Minister of the Ottanan Enpire, in which von Klezl notes that the 

latter had mentioned "the unmeasurably horrible and inhuman executions 

in Tihran to which 400 incli viduals of the Bah! sect fell vi ctim. lJFon 

my ~eview of previous inhuman events, he noted that no previous bloody 

drama can show atrocities of such a shocking type as these ... 22 

SUbsequently, the Cst-Deutsche Post's refX)rt was picked up by 

other Austrian newspapers. As r.t:rcen has also noted, there was 

extensive 'borrCMing' between newspapers of that era; the same article 

was pIDlished in the Bahama on 4 October and in the Prager Zeitung 

on 5 October. 

.-- .. -~ 
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en Tuesday, 5 Q:tober, the Frarrlen-Blatt, a semi -offj cj al news-

paper which served as the organ of the M.jnist:ry of Foreign Affairs 

during this period, published a different version of the assassination 

attempt: 

"According to news received fran Tihran, the shah of 
Persia was the object of an attenpted assassination 
in August, during which his life was saved only by 
a miracle. He was on a hilllt in forest near Tihranj he 
was on horseback and the suite maintained the custanary 
distance. SUddenly, four men step out of the thicket 
who behave as if they wish to present him a petition. 
HONever, they use the LChance offered bi! the incljna~ion 
of his upper lxXly to fire pistols at him, hi tting him 
in the upper jaw and in the thigh. The sui.te galloped 
forward, and ~ of the murderers were literally hewn 
to pieces. 'I\-vD were spared ill order to acqui.re confessions, 
in the course of whj ch they turned out to belong to the 
fanatic Babi sect, which damns the Shah and whose head 
was executed LOn his oraei/. They had sworn, without further . 
accanplices, to avenge this executjon. There is no reason 
to doubt the recovery of the shah." 23 

'!he dateline on this article, Vierma, shows that the newspaper 

receiv~ the infonnation fran sources in that city, presumably fran 

within the Foreign Ministry. It was a cxmnon practice at that time for 

ministries to pass anbassy dispatches on to the newspaper that served as 

their organ--such as the Minj stry of Forejgn Affajrs to the 

Frarrlen-Blatt or the Ministry of Trade to the Austria
24 

--as notes in the 

files of these Mini stri es show: "Passed on to •••• on .••. " Unfortunately, 

many of these reports were never returnErl. 

The official newspaper of the Austrjan govermnent, the 

Wiener Zeitung, p.lblished the translation of an article fran the 

Journal de Cbnstantinople, an organ of the Sublime Porte, which was 

also based on a rep::>rt dated 28 August fran Tabrl Z .25 
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This translation, which was also datelined "Constantinople, 23 Septenber," 

differs in detail frcm the articles in the Ost-Deutsche Post and the 

Frarrlen-Blatt, e.g., the four would-be assassjns presented "several" 

petitions and the tVvU who survived had their hands cut off. The translation 

closes: ."It is hoped that the Shah will soon be recovered from his wounds." 

The Wi ener Zei tung argumenterl thi s translati on wi th a further 

acoount: 

"A rep:>rt fran Trepi zond, datal 12 LS'eptE3llbe!7 on the same 
subject states that it was eight to ten individuals on 
horseback, all belonging to the Bahj sect, who attempted 
to present the Shah a petition danancUng the reasons for 
the execution of their chief. As the petition was rejected, 
t\\O of the Babis fira:l four shots at the Shah with 
double-barreled pistols. Q1e pistol misfired, the other tVvU 
shots struck. Dr. Cloquet succeeded in ranoving two bullets 
fran the wounds, a ~d could not yet be rerrove::1; there is 
he danger i the murderers have been· arrested and also further 
arrests have been made; it is said that several executions 
have alreac1y taken place. "26 

On the next day, 6 October, the Wi ener Zei tung ~lished a short 

article noting that "the Kurds and other mountain tribes, had risen in 

open rebellion follOWing rumors of the Pope's deatb~~7 The article as 

10 

p.lblished in at least seven other newspapers throughout the M::>narchy referred 

to "rurrors of the shah I s death" --therefore the reference to rumors of 

the Pope's death in the Wiener Zeitung must be regarded as a mistake. 28 

(he newspaper, Der Wanderer, noted that one of these IllO\mtain tribes, 

"namely the Bc3.b tribe," was "an hereditary enemy of the reigning dynasty. ,,29 

Thi s newspaper, one of the very few whj ch acknO\Vledged its sources, 

indicated that this infonnation had cane fran the Triester Zeitung. 

Unfortunately, the author has not yet been able to locate the source 

article. 
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--_ .. _-- --------. -_._. 

The next arti cle t o appear was the l e t t er ylri tten by Alfred Baron 

von Gurroens, whi ch is c i ted by Shoghi Efferrl i in God Passes By. Thi.s 

account appeared originally in the ost erreichische Soldatenfreund on 

12 October, 30 an:] was 'reprinted' by several newspapers on subsequent 

31 days. Gumoens was one o f six Austrians engaged by the Persian gove rnnent 

to train the Persi an army and t each at the newly-establi shed Dfu:u' l-FunUn 

(military college). 

During the next two weeks, the Austria, the Wiener Zeitung--and 

the official organs o f the provincial goverrurents, such as the 

Prager Zeitung and the Salzburger Landes zei. tung-were the only newspapers 

to publish accounts of the si tua tion in Persi a. On 12 October, the same 

day as Gumoens' l ett er appeared in the osterrei chische Soldatenfreund, 

the Wi ener Zei tung publ i s hed· a trans l ati on of an artkl e fran "Ti hran 's 

offic i al newspaper" dea l i ng with the a ttEmp t on the li f e of 

Nasi ri'd-Dln Shah : ' 

"PERSIA 
Regarding the previously r epor t ed attenpt on the life of the 
shah, 'tihran's official newspaper writes: 

'We spoke in a previous edition about the dreadful 
assault made on the person of the shah by s everal ITBdmen 
belonging to the s ect of the Babis-.- Today we wi.sh to reassure 
the Persians r egarding the condition of their beloved 
souvere ign an:] to r eport the following de tails of the serious 
occurence : 

As on the 28th of Shavval the Shah wi shed to hunt in 
the surroundings of 'tihrful, the Grand-Vizier and the other 
high dignitari es accanpanied him, as cus tanary, on foot. 
Outside the ci ty, the Shah s i gnaled the Grand Vizier to mount 
his horse ; at this very-moment , one of those ass a ssins rushed 
towards the shah, calling a t the top of his voice : "I must 
present Yourl1aj es t y a petition. I am an unhappy creature, 
who is being oppr essed ." Although the sui t e had no idea of 
thi s person' s ho=ib l e i ntention, i t wa s concerned aJ:out the 
l:pl e flrE +eEjg±4{:~ 91 w-i loll w111 ell l1e plunQM tqy{a-rE!'l 1=1 e 
SliAft I s hb £ se ; ·t:.h bY t:.lid£e£ ore CJa.l16 p:rl £6i:Wa£d -ea restia j .fi hHn ! 

At the very manent i n whi ch they wanted t o seh:e h i m, he drew 
a pistol whi c h he had h i dden i n his belt and f ired at the 
shah f r an a ' short di stance I wj thout I l!CIvlever I h i tti ng . NCIvl 
a second Babl appro ad1ed and fi.r ed als o" bu t did not hit, 
bec3.use the Royal Master o f the Hor se , 3L had the presence 
of mirrl to grasp the attacker ' s r j ght: a n n fj rmIy and -to s tab 
him j n the annpH wi t h a dagger ; 
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--- ----- --- --- --------

the bullet flew over the shah's head. In spjte of his 
serious VwOund, the murderer tore the dagger out of the 
wotmd arrl attacked the Shah with it. At the sight of 
thi s new danger, sane of the sui te rushErl towards the 
cr.iminal and hewed him in pi eces. Ouri ng thi s fepi sciji! 
a third B&tbi joined the group and fired at the shah, 
\yOlIDding him sli ghtly. He was captured, as was the 
first. Both are nON to be interrogated regarding the 
motive for such a dreadful assault. "33 

This article, as well as the special audience described in the 

16 October edition of the Austria,34 in which the Austrian instructors 

serving the Persian Court also took part, were designed to calm the 

Persian plblic, for as the earlier reports of upheavals among the 

Kurds arrl other ITOtmtain tribes show, the mere ru:roor of the death of 

the reigning shah was enough to cause tlDlUlt and uprisings allover 

The seccnd translation on an artjcle fran an officjal Persian 

newspaper was publisherl in the Austria on 22 October 1852: 

"PERSIA 
According to the facts gathererl about the notorious 
attempt on the life of the shah, further circumstances 
were as follows, according to the Government Newspaper: 
FollONers of the teachings of Siyyid' Ali -Ml..1l}arrmad the 
Bah, as they did not succeErl in spreaeUng their princip­
les and prayers, decided to overthrow the existing 
goverrment, in order to elevate their teaching to the 
ruling faith during the general di sorder, arcongst 
robbery, murder, plurxleri.ng and carnage. During one of 
their secret gatherings, they agreed to murder the shah. 
'lWelve of them voltmteered to urrlertake the deed and­
received assassin I s weapons in order to go to 
Niyavaran and to carry out the crime wherever and when­
ever they exmld succeed. The remainder ranajned behind 
in the house where they gathered, fully anned, ready 
and willing to attack as soon as the crime had been 
camtitted outside the city, the signal for general 
slaughter and plundering in the royal residence. The 
agreed upon date was 15 August, as the Shah htUlted in 
the canpany of several dignitaries. First one of the 
conspirators pushed forward in the ItEan subterfuge of 
presenting the shah a petition. ffie did thiiJ with a 
frightful din and such vehemence that -several of the 
[RoyafJ Suite, who did not have a pratOnition of his 
crazy intention, hurried forward to restrajn him. 
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----~ --- - - -- -~-- ------.-----.~ 

Before they were even aware it, he had fired a shot at 
the Shah, which misserl its target. Thereupcn, a second, 
dressed the same as the first, rushed forward with a 
pistol. He also missed, as the shah's Master of the 
Horse had grabbed his ann as he was aiming. In spi te 
of a sword v.ound inflicta:1 by the Master of the Horse, 
he then drew a dagger, but was hindered by the suite 
an:} hewn to the ground on the spot. Whj Ie they were 
still dealing with trus one, a third fired a shot at 
the shah, \oAJunding him only slightly. 

Mter this one and the first perpetrator had been 
seized, and it had been learned that they were adherents 
of the teachings of the Bah, painstaking investigations as 
to the spread LOf these teachlng§7 were initiated. The 
securi ty forces were able to disoover their gathering 
place the very next day. Thereupon, the J;Olice lieutenant 
of that district received the order to proceed there with 
a detachment of troops. Hcaji SUlayman 1<hlm and twelve of 
his accanplices were arr~sted; at the same time the 
renaming conspirators had used the opportunity to flee 
to safety along various routes. Fran these priscners, the 
names of all of their accanplices were learned, and four 
to five of the latter are arrested daily. Each of these 
nellly arrested persons are publicly confronted with their 
accnnplices to establish their identity arrl their guilt. 
mtimately, the Royal chief Steward35 succeeded in capturing 
the head of the dangerous sect, Mulla Shaykh 'Ali, in the 
surroundings of Shimlran, whence he hadfled fran the city 
and renained in hiding, along with several of his follONers. 
This one too was publicly confronted with his earlier and 
more recently arrested follONers by the Grand Vi zier himself, 
and proven to have been the actual originator and instigator of 
the crime. At this time it was seen that one of the evil-doers 
who had first fired at the Shah was ffiulla Shaykh 'Ali 'y 
servant, with the name Mul}anmad sadiq, fran ~ the latter 
had received his weaJ;Ons. A total of thirty-two 6 guilty 
parties were taken, one of whan had sought ~ltnn in the 
sunmer residence of the Bri ti sh ambassador. LThe Arnbassadoy 
found him not to be worthy of his ~tection, and handed 
him over to government authorities. 37 The tribunal passed 
the death sentence on all of the accused; the sentences of 
six LOf thE!ri7, whose guilt could not be fully proved, were 
cx:rnrmlted by the shah into Ij fe impri sonment. The sentences 
of the rema.inderwere carried out immediately: that of the 
head, Mllla Shaykh 'Ali, by the ecclesiastics, of Siyyid 
Hasan (of theHouse of the Prophet) by the PDyal Princes, 
of those belonging to the rni lj tary class by the troops, of 
those belonging to the merchant class by the tradesmen, 
etc., etc. (in the rrost cruel marmer) .. "38 

As this article is merely a much abreviatoo version of the account 

cited in Manen,39 jt must be assumed that the source is the same, i.e. 

the Rilznamdy-i-Vaqayi '-j-Ittjfaqlyyih. 
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This official account of the executions of the Bahls had been 

previously published in the L'Union in Paris on 18 October and 

in the Giornale di Rona on the same day as in the Austria. The 

pPrase in parenthesis in the closing line seem to have been 

added by the erlj tors of the Austria. 

Q'le arti cle dealing wi th the executi on of the Bah] 5 did not 

mention the name of the Bab'religion: 

"PERSIA 
English newspapers40 report the cruel execution of 
Hc3ji Sulaym,an Khan, who was accused of instigating 
the recent attempt on the Ii fe of the Shah. In 
different parts of his l:xJdy, holes weredrilled 
and burning candles placed therein; so illuminated, 
he was dragged through the bazaar to one of the town 
gates, where he was quartererl 'like a fat ram. ' 
Besides him, Qurrat;u '1- 'Ayn, knONn as the 'fair 
Prophetess of Qazvln,' and twelve other persons 
were executed. The shah j 5 almost recovered fran 
his sli ght wounds. Iliff 

~is article, which was publj shed in a provincial newspaper, the 

Bothe fUr Tirol und Vorarlberg, is the only one as yet found 

to mention Qurratu '1- 'Ayn or the executj on of Sulayman Khan by 

name. 

The holocaust which engulfed the Babi. camrunity following 

the attempt on the life of Na~iri 'd-Dln shah seened to be the 

final blow destined to destroy it. The fig~ting at Shaykh Tabarsi, 

at zanjan and Nayriz, and the executions at Tihran had declmated 

the ranks of the adherents of the Bah and robbed the camruni ty of 

ITOst of its leading figures. Although the official acoounts speak 

of twenty-six executi ons, the primary source of Bah] hi story in 

the English language, The Dawn-Breakers, lists the names of 

thirty-two Bahls who were martyred in Tihran at this time. 
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Undoubtedly, many others dj ed, unrecorded by frj end or foe, for Oculi 

re];X)rts the death of "fj fty of these BahlS jn the most schocking an:l. 

atrocjous marmer ... 42 A letter fran Tabrj z dated 27 September--plhlished 

in the Journal de Constantinople43_-records the death of 400 sahis in 

TjJlran alone. The scores of deaths which occurred during persecutions in 

Milan, a village near Tabri z, jn TakUr in M3.zindaran, in Yazd, Nayriz 

and Sh1raz are not jncluded j n thi s sum. 

The article fran the Journal de Constantinople was reprinted in 

several Austrian newspapers on 27 October: 

IIT.ELEX;RAPHIC DISPA'ICHES 

Tauris (in PerRi a), 27 September. Acoording to refX)rts 
400 members of the Bah1 sect, sane of whan had made the 
attempt on the life of the shah, have been executed in 
'rihran. An infernal machinewith twelve barrels of lUl- 44 
knCMn detennination was discovererl in the bazaar here. II 

The Cst-Deutsche Post plhlished a follow-up article containing further 

infor.mation the follOWing day: 

"CCNSTANTINOPLE 

News fran Tabr1z dated 27 September, which arrived here 
yesterday via Trebizond assert that in consequence of 
the attempted assassination of the shah of Persia 400 
Babi s were su1::nrl tted to the Irost IlOnstrous tortures and 
then killed. They were said to be involvErl in the canplot 
against the Shah. An infernal machine consisting of twelve 
large barrels was also said to have been found in the 
bazaar in Tabriz. It is assurnerl that it was also destined 
!Jor usi! against the shah. 1145 

It is pJssible to identity the source for the next article dealing 

wi th the si tuati on in Persj a whj ch appeared j n the Austrj an press. 

Oculi had dispatched a follow-up reIX>rt on the attempt an the life of 

the shah, dated 8 O:tober, in which he described the sahis of a "sect 

of refonne::1 shi • ihs which repudiate praying five times fjicdli/, 
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fastillg and s everal other Mus ljm doctrjnes , whjch on the othe r hand 

lead a strjct , ascetic I jfe ," and r e[X)rted the executjon of fjfty of 

then. 46 
In the s econd part of hjs dispatch , he r e[X)rted that 

' Abb§.s Mirza, Na~j r i 'd-DJn Shah's half- brother , had been exiled to 

Karbila. CCulj ' s r e[X)rt was quoted w:Jr d for w:Jrd in the Austria on 

27 O:::tober and Der Wanderer on 28 O:::tober : 

"PERSIA 

Tr$i.zond , 8 O:::tober . Letters fran ~ j hran dated 22 LSept611belj 
which arri.ved here today wjth the Engljsh L€gation =urj e r ', 
=ntain the news that Nasiri 'd'DJn Shah has ordered hjs 
thirteen-year- old brother , 'Abbas MJrza , who has been living 
jn exi I e i n Qum (a ci ty si tuated on the rout e between 
Tihran and Isf ahan) for some time , to l eave imnedj ately for 
Karbila and never to r e turn to Persi a. It j s beli eved that 
N§.~i.ri. 'd 'DJn shah , a cruel and vjndjctjve man, wj 11 have 
'Abbas MJrza,a talented and pranis jng prince , executed , 

'because he vj ews hi.m as a zeal ous protector of the Babis, 
who at the urgjng of many djgnj tarj es , had decj ded to proclai.m 
l' Abba:il king .. ... " 4 7 

'Abbas Mirza , a favorite of hjs father , ~1uI}ammad shah, had early 
--

exci ted the j eal ousy of the mother of the he i r to the throne , 

Nasjri'd'Din Mhza, who was his half- brother. Followillg the death of 

MuJ:larnrad §hah, she contrived , wi th Mhza TagJ Khan, to have 

'Abbas MJrza execut ed . Only through the jnterventi.on of Colone l 

Farrant , the Bri ti sh charge d 'affajres , was the sentence CCl1ll1llted to 

exi,l e ill Qum. Even here 'Abbas Mirza was not secure, for MJrza 

l;lusayn-i-QumJ, one of the six accused who survjved the holocaust in 

Tihran, had been his tutor. Thjs MJrza l;Iusayn "was forced , under torture, 

to s ign a =nfessi on impli eat i ng 'Abbas Mhza jn faked B§.bJ plots. ,,48 

Tl1iG waG t11C11 t.he rOuGOn usod tD justHy hj B cxllc t o l<arblla . 

Followi ng th.i s acccunt , noth.i ng ccncerni ng fran or the B§.bi s appeared 

in the Austrian pr es s for a.l.m:>st a month. -, 
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'lbwarCS the end of November, the Tri ester Zei b.lng publi shed an article 

a1:x:>ut the current situatjon in Persia, which was imnedjately picked by 

several other Austrian newspapers: 

"PERSIA 

According to repJrts from Tihran, the persecution, arrest 
and killing of the members of the Bah] sect is continuing. 
The cruelest tortures whj ch the rrost curming and bloodthirsty 
villian can think of are used to force these unfortunates 
to confess. They, however, deride their executioners, 
heroically maintaining their si lence. You w:i 11 excuse me 
that I do not describe the details of all of the tortures, 
of which the drilling of holes in flesh and mounting of 
wax candles in the 'WOunds, hewing into pieces, l:irnb by limb, 
and quartering, can be described as belonging to the leruent 
punishments. I will only note that the efforts of COlonel 
Sheil, the English minister, and those of the Russian minister 
have succea:led in stopping these atroci ti es and in achi eving 
the pardon, i.e. the simple execution of the prisoners.--
TO the religious practices of the Bahis belong the taking 
of only one wife, and Praying according to Christian ritual; 
they also do not recognize the provision regarding the bath 
and ablutions. (Tri ester Zei ttmg) "49 

A shorter version appeared in several other newspapers: 

'I'IURKEY 

Q:mstantinople, 13 November •••• --In Persia the Bah! sect is 
being very badly used. They are being quartered, having 
holes drilled in their flesh, burning candles placed 
therein, and similar nonstrous deeds. "SO 

The persecution of the Bc3bls had continued, undimini.shed in cruelty, 

for over ten weeks--fran mid August to at least the end of O=tober. 

The tone of these last articles was quite different fran that 

of the first ones. The original articles had presented the attackers 

as crazed nihilists, attempting to overthrow legitimate authority. 

This attitude was a result of the still vivid memories of the 

Revolution of 1848, during which uprisings -against the autocratic 
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central government occurred allover the Austrian Empire. In Vienna 

students and workingmen rose in insurrect jon, captured the city am 

invaded the linperial palace; the djet in HlU1gary proclaimed its 

complete constitutional separation while stjll recognizing the house 

of Hapsburg; Bohani a was granted substantj ally the same status a 

feN days later; in Milan, the populace drove out the Austrian garrison; 

Venice declared its independence; the populace of Tuscany drove out its 

Hapsburg grand duke and proclalined itself a republic. 51 

In the course of the Counterrevolution--Jtme to December 1848--

the insurgents allover the Dnpi.re were put down and the authorj ty of 

the central goverrnnent restored and even strengthened, but manories 

of the uprisings had not dimned. The rourgeoisie and the aristocracy 

"were1 sure that they had n.a.r:rONly excaped a ghastly upheaval ..•. SOciety 

was 'prey to a feeling of terror incanparable to anything since the 

invasion of Rene by the barbarjans. • ,,52 It was this feeling that had 

oolored the first accounts of the attanpt on the life of the shah. 53 

HONever, the tone of the articles soon changed. The barbarity of 

the executions, and the fortitooe of the victims soon affected the 

eyeNi tnesses-such as Polak arrl von Gurroens-to such an extent that 

von Gunoens gives these executions as the reason for his resignation 

fran Persian service. The change in the atti tude underlying the accounts 

fran Persia can be attributed to the experiences of the European 

observers present there. Even the most prejudiced adherent of the European 

status quo could not fail to be ITOVed by the cruelties of the Persian 

government as ~ll as the forbearance and the tranquility of the Bc3bi 

victims. 

In 1852 14 daily newspapers were published in Vienna and 172 

pericx:licals wi thin the Austrjan Empire.
54 

J:Jnfortunately, jn the 
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following centw:y, copi es of many of these peri odi cals were lost i the 

author was able to locate the 1852 editions of only eight of the Viermese 

daily newspapers and seven of the provincial periodicals. Still, the 

seventy-seven articles found therein are ample proof that the press acooW1ts 

regarding the attempt an the Ii fe of the shah publi shed in Europe were 

the first stage in a process 'Which ~uld, for exarrple, enable Matthew 

Arnold to state less than twenty years later, "nost people in Englarrl 
55 

have at least heard the name" of the Bahi religion. This statanent can 

be applied with equal validity to Austria. 

The parallels wi th the current si tuati on are obvious: media reports 

of the contanp:>rary persecutions in !ran have led to an unprecedented 

aIrOl.ll1t of p.Jblici ty for the Baha I j faj th as the Uni versal House of 

Justice has testified, which, if mid-nil)eteenth century Austria be an 

example, will lead to an upsurge of interest and sympathy for a religion 

which can inspire such courage and steadfastness in its adherents. 

I wish to acknowledge wi th thanks the continuing assi stance of the 

staff of the Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv-in particular of 

Dr. Elisabeth Springer--as well as that of the staff of the (jsterreichische 

Nationalhibliothek and of Mag. Elisabeth Gamlich. I also w:ish to 

acknowledge my indebtedness to Dr. MJojan M:rnen for his pioneering work, 

'lhe BIDS. aOO Bahl'i Religions, 1844-1944: SCIre COntemporary Western 

.AcCOW1ts, and for his valuable infomation and advice contained in the 

introduction to this essay, to Dr. Helmut Slaby, who kindly loaned me the 

manuscript of his forthcaning book an the history of the djplanatic 

relations between Austria an:] lran, and to Mr. Karl Kadletz and Dr. H. Sauer 

for their valuable indications of p:>ssible source material. I am especially 

indebted to Miss Wendy Heller for her cri ~.cal ccmnents on the draft essay 

and to Mrs. Regina Prinzellner for her painstakinJ typing of the 

manuscript. Needness to say, any mistakes jn the present essay are my CMn. 

Kent D. Beveridge 
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NOTES 

1 This essay concentrates on the Gennan-language newspapers as the 
archives .in the other language areas of the fonner Austrjan Empire-­
such as Hungary and Czechoslovakia--are no longer readily accessable 
to western historians. 

2 Moojan 1bnen (00), The aahi arrl Baha Ii Religions, 1844-1944: Sane 
Contemporary Western Accounts, (Oxford: George Ronald, 1981), p. xxv. 

3 Nabil-i-Alzam (Muljammad-i-Zarandi), The Dawn-Breakers: Nabil's 
Narrative of the Early Days of the Baha. '1 Revelation, trans. and ed. 
by Shoghi Effendi, (Wilmette: Baha.' i Publi shing Trust, 1970), p. 314. 

4 Ibid, pp. 315-6. 

5 
H.M. Balyuzi, The Bc3b: The Herald of the Day of Days, (Oxford: 

George Ronald, 1973), p. 145. 

6 Mctnen, Babi and Baha't Religions, p .. xxi. 

7 Better known by his later title of Amir-i-Kabir. Balyuzi records 
"although N~iri Id-Din Shah nON reigned over tran, it was Mlrza Taqi Khan 
who ruled it." The Bah,p. 148. -

8 Sh€>ghi Effendi, God Passes By, (Wi lmette: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 
1970), p. 32. 

9 ~anen, Babi and Baha. '1 Religions, p. 91 

10 Shoghl' Effend' Gcx:1 53 1, Passes §y, p. · 

11 l-bnen, Bahi and Baha. '1 ReI' . 11 __ ~ ______ l_g~l_on_S, p. n. 

12 Ibid, p. 128. 

13 Baha.' i sources such as ShCXJhi Effendi, Nabil and Balyuzi and sare 
newspaper accounts speak of three; various other newspapers of four to 
six perpetrators. 

14 Peter Smi th, "M::>ti f Research: Peter Berger and the Baha. '1 Fai th, " 
Religion, VIII (Autumn 1978), p. 223: 
"'!he execution of the sah and the various massacres of sabis had the 
effect of driving the faith underground. It is probable that there was 
a ccrnplex of responses on the part of the Bc3bi s: the aboli ti on of the 
IslanLic Shar1'a canbined with the defeat of their cause and the death 
of Irost of their leaders led sane to disregard all law; the difficulties 
of carmun.icating wi th ~ubQ-i -Azal, the Bah's appointed successor, and 
in general the lack of leadership and of authoritative texts led to 
confusion, intense speculation and fragnentatjon." 
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15 Cited in Helmut Slaby, Bjndenschj Id und Sonnenl6we: Dj e Geschi chte 
der osterreichischen-iranischen Beziehungen, (Graz: Akadentische 
Druck- und Verlagsanstalt, forthcaning) ms.p. 81. The transcription 
of the Persian and Arabic names userl in the quotations has been 
changed to confonn with that used in the }x)dy of the essay. 

16 Initiated 1837. 

17 Cf M:men, _Ba_EW_i_and __ Bah_a_' i_Re_I_ig."..l_· o_ns_, pp. 11-12. 

18 Dr. Ernest Cloquet, a Frenclnnan, was Polak's predecessor as personal 
physician to Na~iri'd'Din shah. 

19 Cst-Deutsche Post (Vi erma), 231, 3 October 1852. It is interesting 
to note that aco::>rding to the register of letters received at the 
Minisb:y of Foreign Affairs, the di spatches fran Constantinople dated 
23 September arrived that very day. Mail often required two weeks fran 
Tibran to Trebizooo, a further two weeks fran Trebizond to Vierma, ard 
ten days fran Constantinople to Vierma. 

20 Reprcx:1uced in M:roen, Bah] and Baha' j ReI' . 128 ________ l_9'--1_O_ns_, p. • 

21 . .... 
Oculi to Buol-Schauenstein, No 207, 7 September 1852, Haus-, Hof­

und Staatsarchiv (hereafter abbreviated as HHStA), Politisches 
Archiv XXXVIII, 97. This dispatch was the basis for the article in 
the Austria of 6 October. 

22 Von Klezl to Buol-Schauenstein, No 85C, 4 November 1852. HHStA, 
PA XII, 45, fo1. 4S3r. 

23 Fretrlen-Blatt (Vienna), 237, 5 October 1852. '!he same article also 
appeared in Der Wanderer (Vierma), 459, on the same day; in the 
Wiener IJ.oyd (Vi erma) , 231, 6 October; Linzer Zeitung (Linz) , 238, 
6 October; Bothe fUr Tirol und Vorarlberg (Innsbruck), 230, 7 Q::tober; 
arrl jn the Salzburger LaOOeszei tung (Salzb..trg), 229, 7 Ck:tober. The 
Linzer Zei tung and the Salz1:urger Iandeszei tung also FObli shed a 
confinnation of their earlier rep:rt on the follaNing day. 

24 The first article in the Austria, dated 6 Ck:tober, is a direct quote 
fran Ocu1.i·s dispatch fran 7 September. 

25 Unfortunately, although several persons have made intensive searches 
in I.orx:1on, Paris, Rolle, Trieste, Vienna, and Istanbul, no copies of the 
Jounal de Constantinople fran this period have been found. 

26 Wiener Zei tung (Vierma), 238, 5 Ck:tober 1852. 

27 Wiener Zeitung, Abendblatt 230, 6 October 1852. 

-. 
28 . 

Ost-Deutsche Post, 234, 7 Ck:tober; Framen-Blatt, 239, 7 October; 
Die Presse (Vierma), 237, 7 O::tober; Wiener Lloyd, 232, 7 Ck:tober; 
Linzer Zei.tung, 240, 8 Q::tober; and Bothe fUr Tirol und Vorarlberg, 
232, 9 October 1852. 
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29 
Del:' Wanderer, 463, 7 October arrl Prager Zei tung (Prague), 240, 

9 October 1852. 

30 osterreichischer SOldatenfreund (Vienna), 129, 12 October 1852. 
This pericdjcal had earlier publjsherl other letters fran von GuIroens, 
in one of which he had previously mentjonerl the BahlS. This letter 
was reprinterl in three parts in Der Wanderer, 464, 7 October; 466, 
8 October; and 468, 9 October 1852. 

31 Ost-Deusche Post, 239, 13 October; Die Presse, 242, 13 October; 
and Bohemia (Prague), 194, 14 October and 195, 15 October 1982. 
None of these newspapers is the issue 291 dated 17 October 1852 which 
was translated by E.G.Browne in Materials for the Study of the Babi 
Religion, (cambridge: University Press, 1918), pp. 267-271. 

32 Asadu' llah Khlm. 

33 ~]i~er Zei tl.lI9, f44, 12 CX:tober 1852. Also in Linzer Zei tung, 244, 
13 October; Prager Zeitung, 244, 14 October; and Salzburger Landeszejtung, 
235, 14 October ~ Till s arti cle seems to be an attanpt to present the 
acti ons of the sui te in a better Ii ght after the fact; the Bri ti sh mini ster 
to Persia, Colonel Sheil, rep:>rted "the S11&'1 is said to feel deep 
mortification that he should be engageq in a struggle of some minutes 
wi thout a simultaneous rush being made by hi s attendants on the assassins." 
Cited M:men, Bah] an:l Ba.ha'i Religjons, p. 131. 

34 Austria (Vienna), 241, 16 October 1852. Also in Wjener Zeitung, 249, 
17 CCtober • The Wiener Zei tung had also pilili shed a short arti cle in 
the Abendblatt 237 on 14 October stating that reports fran Ba~ 
asserted that the conspirators belonged to the suite of the Shah and 
were incited to the deed by 13ahn'lan Mirza, cousin of the Sbah-.-
(Also in Bohemi a, 196, 16 October.) '!he source for this article was a 
dispatch fran Beirut: Pozzoli to Buol-Schauenstein, No 541, 27 SeJ;:tenber 
1852. HHStA, PA XXXVIII, 96. 

35 U!:'J'l'" 'Al"'] V1....~ ...... , the l)a' J' ibu 'd-Dawlih. Cf ,,~ T"'I~'-i and n ........ t. I' ReI' ~- l\Ua.U ... ·.J..AUen, .ccuJ DCU.1C1 1 1 9 i ons , 
p. 491. 

36 Other sources di sagree wi th thi s number. See supra. 

37 This is probably Bah.a 'u 'llah, who was a guest at the Russian canpound 
for a short time before His arrest. The account cited by Manen (pp.138-42) 
gives the Russian minister as the ambassador involved. See also the 
dispatch fran Dolgorukov to Seniavin, 11 August 1852 OS (23 August NS) , 
Dossier No 158, Tihran 1852, pp. 501-3, cj ted in "Excerpts fran 
Dispatches Wri tten during 1848-1852 by Prjnce Dolgorukov, Russian 
Minister to Persia," WOrld Order, Vol I, No 1 (Fall 1966), p. 23. 

38 Austria, 246, 22 (£tober 1852. Also jn Wiener Zeitung, 255, 24 October 
and Prager Zei tung, 254, 26 October 1852 (both wi thout the phrase in 
prrenthesis in the last line) • 
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39 Bah) and Saba'l Reljgjons, pp. 139-42. 

40 The T.imes, 13 October 1852. According to l'bnen, ibid., p. 12, "this 
was in all probability taken fran another newspaper-. ,-, -

41 Bothe fUr Tirol und Vorarlberg, 240, 19 CCtober 1852. 

42 Oculi to Buol-Schauenstein, No 230, 8 CX:tober 1852. HHStA, PA XXXVIII, 97. 

43 Manen, Bah} and Baha Ii Religions, p. 12. 
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44 Austria, 250; Cst-Deutsche Post, 251; Franden-Blatt, 256; Der Wanderer, 497; 
Die Presse, 254; Wiener IJ.oyd, 249; Wiener Zejtung, 257; all: 27 October 1852; 
Bohania, 206; Prager Zei tung, 256; Salzl:urger Landeszei tung, 247; Linzer 
Zei tung, 257 i all: 28 October. 

45 
Cst-Deutsche Post, 252, 28 ():tober. Also in Wiener Zeitung, Abendblatt 250, 

29 October 1852. 

46 Cblli to Buol-Schauenstein, No 230, 8 October 1852. HHStA, PA XXXVIII, 97. 

47 Austria, 250, 27 October and Der Wanderer, 499, 28 October 1852. Also 
in Wiener Zeittmg, 259 arrl Linzer Zeitung, 258, 29 October; Ost-Deutsche Post, 
254; Die Presse, 257; Wiener Lloyd, 252; and Prager Zeitung, 258, 30 ~tober; 
Bohemia, 209, 31 October; Bothe fUr Tirol und Vorarlberg, 251, 2 November. 

48 
Balyuzi, The Bah, p. 135. 

49 Der Wan::lerer, 545, 25 November 1852. Also in Cst-Deutsche Post, 276; 
am Wiener Zeitung, 282, 25 November; Prager Zeitung, 281, 26 November. 

50 Wiener Lloyd, 25 November 1852. Also, in Die Presse, 279, 25 November; 
Linzer ZeitW'lg, 282, 26 November; Bothe fUr Tirol W'rl Vorarlberg, 27 November; 
Salzburger Landeszei tung, 29 Novanber. 

51 Cf R.R. Palmer and Joel Colton, A History of the M:Xlern World, 
Vol 2: Since 1815, (New York: Knopf, 1971), p. 521. 

52 !b'd 515 -~-' p. • 

53 It is interesting to note that htere was no difference in this aspect 
between the various newspapers, although the Wiener Zeitung, the Prager Zeitung, 
the Linzer Zei tung, the Salzburger Landeszei tung, the Fratrlen-Blatt, the 
Wiener Lloyd and Der Wanderer were all official or sani-official gazettes 
serving different authorities, Dje Presse, ljberal and the Cst-Deutsche Post 
Pan-Gennanic. 

54 Jahalm Winckler, Die peri crlj sche Presse ljsterreichs: Eine historisch­
statistische Studie, (Vi erma: L. Sarrner & CO, 1875), Teil III, of these 172 
periodicals, 132 were published in Gennan, twenty-six in Slavic languages, 
thirteen in ltalien, one in Armenian am one in French; thirty-nine were 
published daily; arx:1 sixty-three in the Imperial reSidence, Vienna. 

55 Matthew Arnold, itA Persian Passion Phy, II in Essays in Criticisn, 
(IDndon: Macmillan & Co, 1895), p. 226. 
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