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This is a new cycle of human power, All the horizons
of the world are luminous, and the world will become
indeed as a garden and a paradise. It is the hour of
unity of the sons of men and of the drawing together of
all races and all elasses,

The gift of God to this enlightened age is the knowl-
edge of the oneness of mankind and tlie fundamental
oneness of religion. War shall cease between nations,
and by the will of God the Most Great Peace shall come;
the world will be seen as a new world, and all men
will-live as brothers, —~ABDUL BAHA,
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THE IDEALS OF THE NEW AGE

‘We have come from the Orient in order to
give you the glad tidings of the birthplace
and cradle of humanity, and at the same
time carrying with us, upon our return, the
tidings of the youngest and most vigorous
nation on the face of the earth. This is
the day in which East and West must co-
operate with one another and bring into
their lives those ideals of reciprocity and
mutual helpfulness which are the basis of
modern society. Today the world of hu-
manity is like unto a sick soul stretched on
the bed of negligence, turmoil and conflict.
It is in need of medicine which will bring
that harmonious life—the masterpiece of
unity and love, which has been the theme
of all the past sages and singers of truth.

When we look over the world of creation,
we realize that the basis of life is co-opera-
tion and reciprocity. All the planets that
revolve in the immensity of space exist
through the law of gravitation and co-opera-
tion. In this evolution there is no inhar-
mony, rather one grand harmonious song is
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being sung by all. The hand of divine pow-
er and might has deposited in these infinite
stars and luminous bodies the law of attrac-
tion and gravity through which these vari-
ous stellar systems help and assist one an-
other. They are so organized and prac-
tice what we call team work. Even on the
face of this infinitesimal globe on which we
live the law of co-operation is supreme. Just
think—if the sun does not shine; if the
vapors do not ascend and freeze; if the
winds do not blow, causing precipitation of
snows over the mountain top, melting them
and again distributing, in the form of rain,
through the wilderness and over the plain,
how could there be vegetation and life?
Thus you have a chain of events, each like
unto a link, one helping the other.

The vegetable kingdom, through the law
of inhalation and exhalation, gives out the
carbon-dioxide, the animal in turn taking
in the properties of the plant. Again the
life and growth of the animal gives to the
world of humanity wool, milk, etc. This law
of co-operation helps each member and or-
gan; the organs again through interdepend-
ence form themselves into system. In this
great world either consciously or uncon-
sciously, the advancement, the progress and
the development of the body is taking place,
bringing into our consciousness that grand
and ideal theme of the oneness of the world
of humanity.

The children of men must study and scru-
tinize this law of God, this divine principle,
and bring from the world of abstraction into
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the world of concreteness all those elements
of co-operation which would advance, amel-
iorate and rehabilitate our condition and
environment. In former ages and cycles the
people of the world were not much in need
of the application of this law, because they
lived separately and were not associating
with each other as much as they do nowa-
days. But in this cycle of human power, in
which the distant parts of the earth have
become one neighborhood, they are forced
to put into voractice this great Unjversal
law of co-operation from a Universal stand-
point and not from a particular standpoint.
Our system of interlocking civilization, the
increase of population all over the world,
the complicated and almost insolvable prob-
lems of economics and labor, bring us face
to face with the most crucial period in the
history of mankind, thus compelling us to
undertake the bringing together that inter-
national law of co-operation which is not
based upon greed and envy, but upon the
service of humanity. An international sys-
tem of co-operation must be established
which will make the world one family and
one home; a system that will bring about
the utilization of industrial and educational
advantages that are to be used for the prog-
ress of mankind. We must look upon all
these means of transportation—the rail-
roads, the wireless—as those spiritual con-
nections which will unite and bring together
the scattered fragments of humanity into
one harmonious whole.

-The ideal of this new age is therefore,
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that a system of co-operation and reciprocity,
which like unto the blood will circulate
through the body of man, carrying the en-
ergy of nutrition to the two hands of the
body, one of which is the East and the other
the West, and giving the body politic
strength and power. In this way alone can
we carry the heavy load of civilization. The
ideals that will save humanity today are
not metaphysical or theological; they are
social and humanitarian. This ideal of in-
ternational co-operation is based upon the
concrete advancement of the world and not
upon a Utopian dream. This is -the one
ideal that is the very life of this age; the
very foundation of material and divine
civilization; the blood that will animate and
dominate the body of mankind and deliver
him from sins, transgressions and greed.
There is not a single individual on this
planet today that would deny the necessity
or the need of such an international system
of co-operation between the nations and gov-
ernments, but those who advance these ideas
realize that at the same time there are
many obstacles and stumbling blocks in
their way. These difficulties and obstacles
are ignorance, prejudice, narrow-mindedness
and lukewarmness of certain classes of peo-
ple, toward such international principles.
This ignorance, these prejudices, racial and
national, which exist today in the world, act
as dark and heavy clouds before the shining
of the sun of international co-operation and
reciprocity. The duty of forward-looking
men and women is to scatter with their in-
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herent force these clouds; so that the sun
may shine with the utmost brilliancy and
splendor.

The well wishers of the world of humani-
ty, the sociologists, who are trying to study
these laws, revolve all their conceptions
around the solution of this problem, but the
visionaries, those who delve into the realm

. of speculation and metaphysics, say, with

theoretical proofs and arguments, these:
things will not at all advance the condition
of society; nevertheless there are already
thousands of people who have for their plat-
form sound and wholesome principles for
the realization of which they work whole
heartedly, each soul contributing his share:
toward the formation of the Universal mind
and consciousness.

The Bahai Movement has been established
in the East for the purpose of strengthen-
ing and bringing into life and activity this:
very principle of international co-operation
between the peoples of the earth. Baha'-
o’llah has brought forth certain ideas and
principles the seeds of which he has scat--
tered in the fields of the minds of men. The
people are flooding these fields with thoughts.
of love and fellowship, and soon we shall
see the growth and development of the won-
derful trees of divine civilization finally
reaching the stage of fruitage.

The first principle that Baha’o’llah teach-
es that will bring into fruition ideal condi-
tions, is a system of international auxiliary
language. These differences in language
have been one of the greatest means of
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causing the people to form parties, different
societies and tribal distinctions, thus keep-
ing them apart. Various languages have
created misunderstandings, and these mis:-
understandings have been the means of di-
vision, strife and bloodshed. Millions of
lives have been expended over the study of
different languages, bringing no concrete re-
sult whatsoever, but adding and increasing
the stumbling blocks and division among
the people. As long as the world does not
realize the necessity of universal language,
no matter how many languages you may
master and then travel around the earth,
you may reach a country where you will be
dumb and mute and not at all able to com-
municate your thoughts to your fellowmen.
No matter how much or how grand are your
jdeals and your love for these people, you
cannot express them through the medium of
speech and it will be impossible for them
to understand you. While speaking with a
man about the identity of the truth of
prophethood, I told him that Mohammed
was also a prohpet in his day and country
among the Arabian tribes. He said, “No
indeed, I do not believe that Mohammed was
a prophet. He was an imposter and a man
who did not teach God.” I asked him, “How
ijs that? Mohammed attributed his book to
God and his teachings were all about God?”
My friend, he confidently exclaimed, “Ah,
never did he say a word about ‘God.’ He al-
ways said ‘Allah,’ ‘Allah,’ ‘Allah.’” I said to
him, “When Mohammed was living in the
Arabian peninsula, the English language had
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not become so prevalent. He had not studied
it and could not speak the English language.
However, what could he say other than Al-
lah, which means God?”’ As long as there
are so many languages in the world, we are
always liable to misunderstand each other,
though we are aiming, dreaming and work-
ing for the same identical principles. There-
fore, it is the duty of each one of us to
think about and give our unprejudiced at-
tention to an international language; to im-
press upon our statesmen and leaders,
whether in religion or im polities, that this
age needs and must inaugurate an interna-
tional medium of communication; that it
must become part and parcel of the educa-
tion in all the schools. This will contribute
untold benefits to the coming generations.
Therefore, if we do not partake of the fruits
of this international unity, let us at least
make the conditions so favorable that our
children may eat thereof. You are probably
aware of the fact, how in the beginning of
the League of Nations, in Geneva, the mem-
bers had such difficulty over the matter of
selecting one of the languages as official.
At first they made it French, then the Eng-
lish thought their language should be spok-.
en in the hall of nations, then the Spanish
and South American Republics came forth
and said, “We want Spanish.” Little by lit-
tle, the Scandinavians and the smaller na-
tions wanted to have their language as the
language of the League. At last it became
a question in the minds of men is this a
League of Nations discussing all interna-
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tional affairs, or is it rather a “Congress of
Languages?” Must we engage all our time
discussing languages?

The Bahais the world over are therefore
striving to create this great concensus of
opinion regarding an international auxiliary
language, so that it may be introduced in
all the public schools. Of course we do not
like to state which one of the present lan-
guages should become universal, but if they,
let us say, select Chinese, which is the most
difficult of all, and allow us to make it uni-
versal, then all the people will make a su-
preme effort to perfect it. However, the
language of Esperanto, which is being
studied increasingly in many parts of
the world, has many advantages. It is
simple in construction, grammar and
spelling. It has the root elements of
most of European languages, conse-
quently is most adaptable to commercial
and trade relationships of this time. Al-
though looking over the multiplicity of lan-
guages today, several thousands of them, it
seems. so difficult, almost impossible to
think of a time when the whole world will
speak one language; but, if we look back
over the conditions of the past and realize
how many nations that were divided and
subdivided into smaller municipalities are
united today, it is then possible to think of
the time when all these obstacles will be re-
moved, because the magnanimity and the
will of humanity can remove even the high-
est mountains from before the face of man-
kind. i
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There is a story told in Persia of

who had a friend who was very i]l‘.i mﬁg
wanted to go and visit him, but did not know
his language. Being thus ignorant of his
tongu_e, he planned in his own mind certain
questions, at the same time framing the
answers that the patient would give him.
Hfa said, “Now when I enter the room, I
‘w111 ask him, ‘How are you?” He will s::\.y
I'am very well’ Then I will answer, ‘P'raise'
be t‘o God.’ Then the second question will
Pe, Who is your doctor? He will answer,
Sp and So,’ then I will say, ‘May God make’
h'1.s feet propitious to your home.” The third
}mll be, ‘What kind of medicine are you tak-
mg?’ and he will answer, ‘So and so,’ then
I will say, ‘May it be very salubrious to you.”
W"hen. he entered the sick room, he called
oqt his greeting thus: “How are you, my
frler}d?” The man being very ill fa’intly
repl‘l‘ed, f‘I am dying.” The visitor exclaim-
3d, Praise be to God,” then further asked
What_ mpd'icine have you been taking?’:
By this time the patient had become very
angry and replied, “Oh, I have been taking
p01son:” His friend said, “May it be very
salubrious to you.” Continuing this sick-
room mouologue his visitor asked, “Who is
your doctor?” From the deathbed came a
reply of exasperation, “My doctor dis the An-
gel of Death.” Turning to go, his friend
waved back this farewell consolation, “May
his feet bring salvation to you.” ’

The second principle or ideal which will
bring internationa] co-operation in a con-
crete form is Universal education. An un-
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educated or illiterate man is savage and
barbarous. Why do we look upon the peo-
ple of Central Africa as ignorant and as
members of savage tribes? So far as their
physical appearances are concerned, they
are like any other human being; but it is
because their minds and hearts are not
illumined with the pearls of education that
we call them savage. Could the churches of
the world today be suddenly turned into
educational institutions, where might be
taught all these elements which are neces-
sary for the salvation of the mind and the
soul, instead of the hide-bound creeds and
rites, I can assure you that God, Christ and
the other prophets of the world will be more
pleased, because by so doing the world
would be nearer the stage of universal
emancipation.

The third ideal of this age is the founda-
tion of the Parliament of Man and the asso-
ciation of nations. Of course, every effort
that humanity has made in the past has
been, in the beginning, imperfect, but, had
they kept at it and tried to learn by the
mistakes they made, little by little it would
have become perfected. First, the high court
of international justice must throb in the
body politic of the world just as the individual
heart throbs in the body of man, causing the
circulation of the blood through every mus-
cle and vein. Second, the representatives
of all the nations of the earth, whether large
or small, must be present in that conclave
of mankind. The members must be entirely
free and detached from national and religi-
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quests for self, thus contacting these springs
of universal love;

A. Metaphysics in the highest and true
sense is not something separate from this
world. It is the knowledge of the inner
reality of the self within and the world
without. The physics is similar unto the
glass, the metaphysics is similar unto the
light within the glass. The world of nature
perceived has no other distinctive power be-
hind it save the power of God, and the
recognition of the world of metaphysics is
impossible without the channel and the in-
strumentality of physics. All our knowl-
edge, even of the metaphysical, must come
through the world of nature, through percen-
tion and conception, consequently if we recog-

nize and find out the inner reality of nature -

we have attained to the knowledge of meta-
physics—the knowledge of self, and the
knowledge of God. The greater the ex-
pansion of real divine knowledge of meta-
physics, the greater will be the knowledge
of nature and the knowledge of physics. The
two must go hand in hand, and when we
study, ponder and observe the laws of na-
ture we realize that these laws are governed
by a supernatural, superphysical law, and
this is again the meaning of that cryptic
saying of the Greek philosophers, “Know
thyself,” because the knowledge of self
comes through the investigation of the
outer laws of nature, the outer law leading
us to the higher and super—law.”

Q. 2. What is the cause of the different
languages,
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er hand there are many movements which
have as their principles, one, two or three
of the principles of the Bahai Movement;
for instance, language by the Esperantists.
They have the one Bahai principle and they
are trying to promote it everywhere, and
strange to say they are working with the
Bahais. Those advocating universal peace
is another class. The Bahais work with
them. Also universal religion, so that in
the Bahai Movement you have a symposium
of all these principles. ‘ _ .

Q. 5. What is the difference between
spiritual power and phychic power as ex-
plained by the Bab?

A. When we Bahais say ‘“spiritual pow-
er” we mean that ideal power, the function-
ing of which is in accord with the reason
and intelligence of man, and not that part
of it which may have certain unintelligent,
unreasonable deductions of certain psychic
phenomena which can not be demonstrated.
Spiritual power is a higher power than the
psychic power, because its manifestation is
universal and it works through the mind
in a practical, serviceable way.

. 6. What will be the universal result
of all these harmonizing forces when finally
they are fulfilled?

A. We will have two grand results. One,
universal prosperity; the banishment of
fear, of poverty, of pauperism and misery;
the second we will have more time to give
to the cultivation of those higher functions
of the spirit and the mind, the ecstatic, the
artistic and the spiritual sides of life;—so
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WORDS OF ABDUL BAHA

The obstacle which prevents the so-called
religious men from accepting the teachings
of God is literal interpretationg. Moses an-
nounced the coming of Christ. The Israelites
were awaiting him with the greatest impati-
ence and anxiety, but when he came they
called him Beelzebub. «The conditions laid
down in the Bible for the coming of the ex-
pected one were not fulfilled,” they said.
They did not understand that the conditions
were symbolical. For instance, it is written
—“He will come from an unknown place.”
Jesus came from Nazareth. ‘“How can this
be the Messiah?” they reasoned. “It is writ-
ten—he will carry an iron scepter, that is to
say, his shepherd’s staff will be a sword.
This man has no sword. It was prophesied
__he will be seated on the throne of David;
behold this man has not so much as a mat
whereon to sit. He was to spread the law
of Moses; this man, on the contrary, seeks
to destroy it. How can he be the promulga-
tor of God’s law?” they scornfully laughed.
1t was prophesied that the east and west
would be united under the Jew'sh law; that
the animals would be at peace one with an-
other; that the wolf would no longer devour
the sheep. They did not see these conditions
fulfilled. Roman tyranny enveloped the
world and they crucified the Christ.

The Jews were blind to reality. The real
Christ came from the city of light. In the
eternal realms Christ is a king. His shep-
herd’s staff, that is, his tongue, was a sword
dividing the true from the false. The throne
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of David is not a material throne bu
le;t_ernal ku_lgdom. Christ re-established t;tlfilt;
ingdom; it had been forgotten. Christ con-
qu_ex:ed the east and the west. This means a
spgltlua.llvictory, not a material one.
nimals were to live in peace. Thi
the Chaldeans, the Syrians, the Roni:nrgeatﬁg
Greeks, who were to make peace alﬁong
themselves, for Christ spread the cause of
peace. As the Jews did not understand these
things, t.hey were deprived of the beauty of
the Christ. Behold, again, the Christians
are expecting the stars to fall and Christ
to appear in the clouds, yet these are but
symbols. They are awaiting a Christ from
a heaven which does not exist.

Let us awake! Let us acquire a in-
telligence in order to intergget the sn;r;vb(l)llls
and become acquainted with the mysteries
The real Christ spirit has come again from'
the supreme apex to illumine the world

In the Gospel, Jesus said, “I am come %rom
heaven.” Physically he was born of a wo-
g}agéel;g}:t ;hef Chlll'ist reality is irom the city

, for heaven i
steﬁe of consciousnessf1 s not & place but a
Man has a sacred power whic] i
hlm' to discover the inner signifi 'gn(?g: n}cll::
reality of invisible things. Ponder ’over
:.,lilgze vsvl':zflementss,dso that the portals of di-
isdom and infini
open before thy face. e knowledge may

I wish to awaken you out

i of your dee
ilu}nbgr. Do you know in what day you arg
iving? Do you realize in what dispensation
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exist? Have you not read in the ho
ggl};ptures that at the consummation Oft ttI:E_
ages there would dawn a day—the su];n othe
of all past days? This is the day when e
Lord of hosts hath come on thg clmtxlds .o-
glory. This is the day in which the tlﬁle
habitants of the wor'd shall en_ter_ under :
tent of the word of Gpd. ‘Thls"s the t?e’
whose real sovereign is His Highness °
Almighty. This is the day when the ??.]:
and the west shall embrace ea.ch_ other lllbe
unto two lovers; war and contenthn shah 'ﬁ
forgotten and nations and governmentsds a !
enter into an eternal 'bon'd of amity an conf
ciliation. This century is the fulﬂﬁlh‘n;snt o_
the promised century, the da.w'n of tfe a,pt
pearances of the glorious visions of pas
prophets and sages.

Now is the early dawn; ere lqng ftl_le
effulgent sun shall rise_and station 1tse1h llri
the meridian of its majesty. Then ye sh ald
observe the effects—then ye shall beho
what heavenly illumination has become man-
ifest—then ye shall comprehend that these
are the infinite bestowals of God—then ye
shall realize that this world hgs vecome an-
other world and ye shlalmll perce(llve the divine
i tions, universally spread. .
m§l":l§:cteachings of His Holiness Baha’o llahd,
like unto the spirit, shall‘penetrate the dea
body of tne world and like unto an artery
shall beat through the heart of the five con-
tinents.

it i i he Christ
In the Gospels it is written that t \
said: “I have many thingh to say unto you,
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out ye cannot bear them now! But when he,
the spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you
~unto all knowledge.” Christ is alluding to
a person, because he says, “When he is come,
he will not speak of himself, but whatsoever
he shall hear, that shall he speak.” This
means by the power of innate knowledge.

Some Christians claim that the Holy
Ghost descended after the resurrection of
the Christ and that Christ is alluding to this.
But as the Holy Ghost was always with the
Christ, is this logieal? Again he says, “He
will guide you unto truth,” he will be better
for you than I. He adds, “Until I go, he can-
not come.” Endeavor to understand the di-
vine words, otherwise difficulties will arise.
Had the Jews understood symbology, they
would have understood the Christ. The holy
books are full of significance and must never
be taken literally. Elijah also was expected
to come from heaven, and the Christ said,
“Elijah is none other than John the Bap-
tist.” The reality of John was in the su-
breme concourse. It is essential to have di-
vine perception in order to see the truth,
to hear the call, and obey—liberating the,
hearts from all earthly attachment,.

The mountains being shaken before the
coming of the messenger means that great,
peoples—great ag mountains—are shaken
and become transplanted.

I hope that you will be the cause of open-
ing the eyeh and exalting the spirits to fol-
low divine direction. Thus you will assist
others to walk in the path of the good pleas-
ure of the Lord. What ig the ultimate goal
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of a numan life? Assuredly it 1s not to eat,
nor to sleep, nor to dress, nor to repose on
the couch of negligence. Nay, it is to find
one’s way to eternity and understand the
divine signs; to receive wisdom from the
Lord of Lords, and to move steadily forward
like a great sea.
This is my hope for thee.

HE IS ABDUL-BAHA, THE SERVANT OF
THE GLORY OF GOD!

He, the unschooled, is the Interpreter of the
mysteries of the ages.

He, dwelling amid the darkness of supersti-
tions, displays the Light of the Knowl-
edge of Truth!

He, the captive, points mankind to the Path
of eternal Freedom!

He, abiding within the close-walled city,
reaches men and angels with His bound-
less Love!

He, whose self is mnaught, proclaims the
Word of Authority!

He, whose voice is heard only in the cham-
ber, speaks with trumpet tones to all
the nations of the earth!

He, the neglected, is the Leaven of Salvaticn
to the world!

He, the rejected, is the Master of the Feast
for all!

He, bestowing personal blessings on the few
destitute ones. is a Fountain of Generosi-
ty to all peoples!
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He, the prisoner, is the Conqueror of hearts:

He, the oppressed, i i
for mamesse » is the Winner of Victory

He, amid the turmoil
of earth, i
ner of Peace and Harmony! 19 the Pan-

He, amid the jan
gle of doctri i
Herald of the Kingdom ogtg;x;!s ) 18 the

He, amid the clash of
Ccr i >
of the Covenant of Gg?i‘}s’ 15 the Center

He, in the nigh of wo
" i nder and i
light of the Guidance of Go((ii‘;ubt, is the

He, in the winter of di i
of the Tanter < Goas!content, is the Flame

He, through 1on i
3 . J‘ong-suffering, meekn
. batience, is the Proof of the Giftesg G%gd
€, the Servant of All, is the Master of Men!.
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i AYS OF RE-
” STINE DURING THE I,M
PALE CONSTRUCTION. ’ ) .
t J d pleasur

ives us the greatgst Jjoy an ) e

tolgvegllcome you tonight in this spslgxill;iifgagg:i
X Y r
torium, and, looking }nto you! -
about that an
radiant faces, talk with you o o
i ountry, the Holy Lapd—— a .
millttlfough the manifestat}ons oiz1 Gf(;gn?a;ﬁ
ecared from all co‘un-'trles. an

gi?nes, Palestine is distinguished abovenuar,‘lll_
the rest of the world because a }\arge e
heavenly mputhpleces,ahwm
have descended from @he line of Abr 'ill‘hé
have lived and taught in that country.lways
vision of the Kingdom of God has ?ine Ve
arose from that holy spot. The long

Israelitish prophets, whose sacred literature

forms one of the most wonderful rtreasux;i
of human knowledge ?rtl)d' Wisi(liloal],a:vggi rﬁzry
into the world of beng ¢ .
%rlfi% lsl:nall piece of land, al=thou_gh not lar%elg
than ten thousand square t}:n:lleosi,t mﬁzlzmll‘i‘kind
i i inatio ,
largest place In the }magm s ey
it is the birthplace an )
?f;agifml of these Divine Manifestations of
the Kingdom of God.
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From this land has .

come many prophets, famous throughout the

world. When you travel throughout that
country, you will feel the vibrations of spir-
ituality; you will realize that the very at-
mosphere of the country is love, unity, sym-
pathy and fellowship for all mankind. It is
always heavenly. [Its skies are blue and in
the night millions of stars twinkle in the
heavenly dome where they dance until
the daybreak. The plains and the meadows
are covered with all kinds of wild flowers,
which fill the air with gentle fragrance and
perfume. Living in that atmosphere, one is
endowed with a spiritual insight, and visual-
ize before his eyes the great events which
were prophesied in the past, the foreknowl-
edge of which has been conferred upon the
divine prophets. The very atmosphere of
that country seems charged with the melo-
dies of the music of angels.

This Holy Land in the last few centuries
became subjected to the great oppres-
sion and tyranny of unjust governments, by
which it has been overcome and impoverish-
ed. The cause of this impoverishment and
distraction of its people was the misunder-
standing and small differences, leading to
war and bloodshed.

These strifes were waged by the adherents
of the different religions, the Mohammedans.
and the Jews which descended from the line
of Abraham. You all have read more or less
something of the great leaders of the Cru-
sades in the tenth century, when hordes of
Christians migrated toward Palestine trying
to deliver that land from the hands of ‘the
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‘Mohammedans. Millions and millions of
lives were wasted on account of this relig-
ious slaughter. The cities today are heaps and
ruins of that which was in those days grand
and beautiful. The sites and places of in-
dustry became the stamping grounds of
these armies and so demolished that no ves-
tige of civilization remains. The cause of
all this war and strife that ultimately
‘brought about the complete ruin of Pales-
tine was no other than the differences in
emphasizing small points of religion given
by the leaders of various sects. In the fif-
teenth century, Palestine fell into the hands
of the Turkish Sultan, and from that time
on the country deteriorated and grave mis-
understandings continued.

In the middle of the last century, on ac-
count of the inrush of knowledge and ma-
terial progress in Palestine, a new era was
inaugurated. Through the organization of
the Zionist Movement and various other so-
cieties, the younger Jewish element have
gone into Palestine and began the re-estab-
lishment of the foundation of those old col-
onies. They are now modern and the bright-
est spots in that country. With the found-
ing of these colonies went the establishbent
of schools and various other institutions.
The Jewish people had felt somehow that
the time of their dispersion was to be
brought to a close, and, through the chrono-
logical interpretations of their Bible,
drew the conclusion that very soon they
would return to the land of their forefathers.

Upon their return, with money, intelligence, |
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initiative and with great religiou i-
asm tpey began to improve ghatslaer?dth :33
b.rmg into its life some mode of communica-
g:xa, of order and organization. The waste
gardezlv.as actually transformed into a rose-
_Another interesting element whi
trl_‘butefl to the progress of Palestineuv?vl'lasctolre
gmgratlpn of Germans from Stuttgart. Many
in reading the Bible concluded that the time
for the descent of the Lord from Heaven
was near, so they gathered together a large
colony and started on their journe
Several hundred of them went to Haifb;
and established a wonderful colony. All
these earnest and sincere religious men
were filled with this longing for the early
re.turn of the Lord of Lords and the King of
Kings. They thought he would descend
from Hea_ven to Mount Carmel. They
brough[: with them the Western civilization
aqd built lovely, clean and trim homes with
wide avenues, their beautiful homes sur-
rounded with gardens of shrubs and flowers
ﬁ];et:l?[{ entrvsimtc%I of their homes was written :
err s ” (g 3 .
rDer Herr Ist atch. The Coming of the
The third institution which brou i
of llfe. and progress into Pa,lestineg,h:v:sn :1112
est:abh-shmel}t of the missionary college at
Belf‘ut. It is a wonderful university with
various departments of medicine, dentistry
the arts'and agriculture—a magnificent hali
of learning built on a hill, where thousands
and t_housands of the Palestinians and other
Arabic people throng annually to gain wis-
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knowledge. These steps were ta}k-
ggmn?;zgvithstanding the many difficulties
presented to the originators by ‘the govelgl-
ment, the briberies and corrul?tlons of t.e
officials, but, when the English army in
1916-17-18 came and deliverpd that country
from the old regime, immediately a new era
was inaugurated. Throug‘h. the f{‘egdom»
which was given by the British afd?nlmlstrzla,i
tion, the Jews and other natlona,htngs ff-)
sure that now there would be at leasg Justl((izg
and opportunity for all. The people 1mmeh1-
ately engaged in the dgvelopment of the
economic and the industrial resources of t : e
country, especially along the lines qf ed}xca-
tion and agriculture. Some of the hlstona.ni
of the world have written that the greatest
result of the world war was the freedc‘)mq(()1
Palestine. The second result was the buf\ -
ing of railroads from Egypj: to P_alestme,
thus connecting these ancient kmgdoms.
This railroad is being ~bui.1‘t‘ throu_gh the hiot
and sultry desert of Sinaitic Peninsula, h"le-
quented with blinding sa.pdstorms. ‘While
I was traveling on that re}llroad from Eg_ypt
to Palestine, I was reminded qf the time
when Moses with thousands of his _follower-s
had to cross that desert, spendmg‘ fort_y
years in transit, and, finally not reaching his
goal died in exile. Today. you can go
from Egypt to Palestine with the utn}osj;
comfort in eighteen or twenty hours. Simi-
larly, when Christ wa.nte(.i @o enter Jgru-
salem, he called upon his dls‘cn?les to go into
a certain field near by and bring an ass so
that he might ride on it in order that the
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prophecy of David might be fulfilled—that,
“the Son of Man may enter Jerusalem with
great glory and honor.” Nowadays no one
would think that riding on a donkey would
confer on one any distinctive honor, but in
those days this was the only mode of trans-
portation. If Christ lived today, he would
enter Jerusalem on a railroad that connects
Jaffa and Jerusalem. If Rip Van ‘Winkle,
instead of sleeping twenty years in the
mountains of old New York, had slept two
thousand years in Palestine, suddenly awak-
ening today and seeing all the changes, all
the transformations that have come into the
life of that country, he would realize that
the prophecies of the old prophets in saying,
“In that day there shall be a new earth and
a new heaven,” have actually come to pass.
Above and beyond these material and
physical regenerations in the life of Pales-
tine, there is a spiritual element .which
makes this city even more important in the
eyes of the people of the world, and that is
the appearance of the Bahai Movement and
the establishment of itg headquarters in that
country. Imagine the blue Mediterranean
Sea, then stretching from its shores a small
plain and in the distance a mountain rising
above it. ‘'With your eye of imagination you
note the shore resembling a horseshoe and
located at each end some ten mileg distant,
the cities the names of Which are repeatedly
recorded in the sacred Bible as Haifi and Acca.
These two cities are the most ancient citieg
in the history of that country. Standing on
the summit of Mount Carmel and looking to-

29



ward the sea, you behold Haifli built on the
mountain slope and on the other s@de across
the blue waters of the bay, you.wn! see the
white glistening city of Acca with its m}er-
esting minarets and various other ar}clent
puildings and walls. These walls b.ullt by
the Crusaders are of several yards thickness.
Of Acca, spoken of in the Bible as Acre, it
is said, “Acre will be a door of hope for all
the nations,” and, in regard to Mount Car-
mel, it is likewise ‘written, “The gl ry of the
Lord shall descend upon it and the exqel-
lency of Mount Carmel will be a consolation
to the rest of mankind.”

The climate of Palestine is very ‘much
similar to that of Southern Califorma, 80
that in winter that wonderful plain is like
a paradise. Millions of Narcissus fill the
air with their fragrance and greet the eye of
the tourist with the beauty and grandeur of
purity.

On one side of Mount Carmel, the pegple
point out to the tourist the most ancient
olive trees, some of them dating back to two
thousand or two thousand five hundred
years. There are so many kinds of flowers,
so many beautiful orchards, so many love}y
homes on the slope of this sacred mountain.
The heaven is so blue, the nights are so
calm and with the silvery moon ghedding its
ambient light over the surface of the water,
one is intoxicated with the beauty of it
all. As you walk along that wonderful
mountain , you realize that it was not with-
out reason that the prophets of old called
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it Mount Carmel; the Mountain of the Lord;
the Garden of God.

‘When you enter this city you will behold
a benign old man from whose face the light
of love and benevolence emanates. He is
dressed in a white flowing robe, with white
beard and locks falling behind his shoulders.
‘Who is he? He is one of the successors of
the ancient patriarchs and prophets. His
name is Abdul Baha. He is the most pic-
turesque, the most wonderful wise man liv-
ing on the slope of that beautiful mountain.
Thousands and thousands of scholars and
philosophers and thinkers of Europe and
Asia visit him annually so that they may
gain from him that deep insight, that spir-
itual wisdom, poise and equilibrium which
he has received from on high. Because
Abdul Baha teaches the principles of a Uni-
versal Religion of brotherhod and amity, the
rest of mankind is intensely interested in
his movement. Thus Palestine has become
not only the Holy Land to the Jews, Chris-
tians, and Mohammedans, but to the seven
great religions of the world. Numbers of
Zoroastrians and other religionists have
come to Palestine and have started colonies
simply because ‘they believe in this TUni-
versal ideal of the Brotherhood of Religion

- and the Unity of Mankind. During the war,

)

|

when the English were attacking the various
parts of Palestine, General Allenby ordered
his army that upon reaching Haifli they
must have the greatest consideration for the
inhabitants of that city because Abdul Baha
lived there. Thus you will realize at a
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glance how these leaders, even in the mili-
tary men of the British Empire, looked upon
this great personality living in Palestine.
They did their utmost to protect him and
those who were affiliated with his move-
ment, they showed a depth of interest high-
ly gratifying. When the British General in
1918 entered Haifii, the first question that
he asked of the municipal head of the city
was this: “How is Abdul Baha and his
friends?” He was assured that he was well
and happy. Immediately a cable was sent
throughout Europe and America assuring
the Bahais that their beloved leader was
found on the slope of Mount Carmel enjoy-
ing the utmost health and quietness.

One of the most unique sights that is pre-
sented to you in Haifli is the picturesque ap-
pearance of hundreds of different religion-
ists with their various customs and costumes
coming to meet Abdul Baha. When I ar-
rived in Haifi a few months ago, I met many
people coming from England, Ametrica,
Japan, China, India, Arabia, Turkey; all
coming there with one object, and that, to
meet this great spiritual leader; to sit
around his heavenly table. Every night
dozens of men and women are sitting -around
his great table of bounty partaking of the
material food and at the same time receiving
spiritual sustenance from Abdul Baha, who,
with his patriarchial appearance, walks
about speaking to them. His words, though
simple, carry with them a great creative
power, in fact, so much so that when these
people hearken to them, immediately the
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elements of discord, of envy, of hatred and
animosity are swept away and they are fill-
ed with joy, love, amity and association.
Abdul Baha living on Mount Carmel today
teaches these people the Oneness of the
World of Humanity and that these differ-
ences and dissensions which have crept
amongst men are man-made and not God-
made. Addressing his guests, he says, “God
has created all humanity from the same ele-
ments; he protects all; he provides for all
and he encircles all with his love and with.
his kindness. People, whether living in the
East or in the West, whether in the North
or in the South, share in common the same
physical, intellectual and spiritual aspira-
tions, consequently they are being overshad-
owed by the same Almighty Creator. This
earth is one Universal home for the family
of men, but the children of men are so
ignorant, so limited in their conceptions that
they bring within their lives those differ-
ences which do not exist even among the
animals. If you bring a number of German
cows and a number of French cows and cows
of all the other nations and put them to
graze in one field, would they fight with each
other over their religion, or over their na-
tionality, or over their colors? Take again
a bevy of doves flying or circling in the at-
mosphere, all of them cooing to each other
with the utmost love and amity, never draw-
ing any line of distinction or demarcation
as to their various races, countries or re-
ligions. But man is so ignorant. He com-
mits those things that even the most unin-
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telligent animals do not. If man could un-
derstand the language of these animals, he
would probably hear them exclaim some-
thing like this: “Look at this man who con-
siders himself God, or who thinks he is a
spark of God, or that he is the son of God,
or the cousin of God, or the brother of God
—look at him! He thinks he is the most
perfect creature on the globe. He is en-
dowed with supreme intelligence and wis-
dom, and yet what does he do? He wastes
all his God-given endowments and energies
in those things which are not even befitting
the animal kingdom.” Let us think of a
family having seven sons, who, growing to
manhood, will migrate into seven parts of
the world, each one founding a large family
and living in accord with the exigencies and
requirements of that country to which they
have migrated. Do you think they will look
upon each other as strangers, when after a
few years they have a reunion? In what-
ever country you live, whatever language
you speak, whatever type of civilization you
may have, you are all the leaves of one tree,
the fruits of one branch, the stars of one
heaven, the pearls of one ocean and the
roses of one garden. .
“The founders of these different religions
of yours did not come to divide mankind and
increase hatred and animosity, or to form
parties; they have come to unite the hearts
of men; to raise their consciousness to a
more divine plane of realization and to ce-
ment their souls together. It is better a
thousand times to have no religion whatso-
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ever, but to have love, amity and unit}-' ; to
have love is more essential than a religion
which emphasizes division and brings 1:,he
separation of the children of God. Religion
is like unto medicine. If medicine aggra-
vates the disease, it is better not to tal.ie it.”

So Abdul Baha tells us that a sincere
atheist is a thousand times more preferable
in the sight of God than a religious hypo-
crite. These Universal principles of today
are bringing the nations, the races and the
religions together and creating that qtmos-
phere of divine fellowship, that spiritual
heavenly truth which will ultimately usher
in the Kingdom of God so much prayed for
by all the nations of the earth.

Hence Palestine is in the beginnjng of a
great physical and spiritual renovation. The
few instances which we have given you re-
garding its physical and materig,l develop-
ment, together with these teachings which
are being issued from Mount Carmel as the
symbol of its spiritual advancerpent, show
to you and to us that Palestine is the most
interesting, the most instructive and the
most wonderful spot on the face of the
earth today.

QUESTIONS.

1. When the people become Bahais and
gain strength of former religions, will they
not treat other religions just as the Qh?is-
tians have treated the Jews, such as Killing
the Jews in Poland?

This is impossible in the Bahai move-
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ment. Baha'o’llah has said that religion
should be conducive of love. I have come
for love and the Bahais must deal with love
and amity toward all the people of the earth,
and just as love is a center around which
the circumference of all Bahai activities re-
volve; just as Christ said, “Every kind of
blasphemy may be forgiven except blas-
phemy against the Holy Spirit,” Baha’o’llah
has repeatedly asserted that the only in-
fidelity in this world is when we lack Uni-
versal Love. During the last seventy years,
although the Bahai movement has been
growing very rapidly in the Oriental coun-
tries, because Baha’o’llah had enjoined his
followers that they should not resist their
enemies, more than twenty thousand of
them preferred to give up their lives and
homes rather than rise in opposition to
those who attacked them. Therefore, in
the Bahai Movement, love is the foundation
of life, the essence, the light of all their
activities, hence they look upon love as the
highest and the noblest expression of God.

2. Inasmuch as all the religions have
come out of the East and have not been able
to establish human brotherhood, is it pos-
sible for the Bahai movement to do so?

In the past ages the different religions
established unity and brotherhood, but their
circles were small. For example, the teach-
ings of Moses established brotherhood
among the Jews. The teachings of Moham-
med united the warring bands of the Arabs
in the Arabian peninsula and brought them
under the sway of one religion. Similarly
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the teachings of Christ brought brothedhood
among the Syrians, the Chaldeans, the Egyp-
tians, all of which were idolators ané pag-
ans. Although he brought to them rthz', light
of the oneness of God and divine civiliza-
tion, yet a universal brotherhqod was not
possible in those days because their means
were not forthcoming. In this day m,a.terl_a-
civilization has practically united the dis-
tant parts of the earth, so that we know what
the world is like, and eonsequemtly from a
spiritual standpoint it is very possfn!e, nay,
rather, most desirable, to have this Uni-
versal Brotherhood which will come even
against the pugnacious will of men. .

3. Is is not true ithat human nature is
a hindrance to men in the practice of the
wishes, laws and desires of the founders of

igion?
re}rilis is true. Human nature is always
against the laws of God and _the laW‘s‘ of
the prophets. You have read in t.he Blble
that Satan, that selfish self within, is _so
strong that it even wanted to take Christ
in the wilderness. For forty days he was
tempting him to give him everything. What
kind of Satan was 'this gentleman? It was
nature, the animal passionate nature of man.
But when the Divine power becomes
strengthened or victorious in the lguman na-
ture, 'then that- human nature will pe de-
feated just as Christ defeated it and Jqst as
all the prophets had defeated it. This Di-
vine nature is in every heart and h?,s the
potentialities of development and triumph-
ant victory.
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4. Were the Jews the chosen people at
one period of the race?

The Jews do not have a distinctive privi-
lege over other races. God has created
all humanity equal. But, there is this one
point to be considered: When Abraham
arose to teach the doctrine of the unity of
God, at a time when the whole world was
steeped in paganism, the Israelitish people
were the only people who answered his call
and listened to his teachings; therefore,
they became the first begotten, as they are
called. As a result their privilege comes
from this fact,—that they, in the matter of
accepting the knowledge of God, the Divine
principle, they preceded all the other na-
tions and religions of their time; therefore,
they were called the chosen race, that is,
they had the capacity to select or to choose
God and God answered their call.

5. Give the geographical location of the
Judea country and its climatic conditions.

Palestine or Judea is in the temperate
zone. Its climate during the winter is very
temperate. The very fact that all these
spiritual thinkers have appeared from that
country, shows that it is one of the most
favored spots on the face of the earth. A
small country along the Mediterranean, but
very significant in history and geography.

6. Is it true that man’s injustice to
man, manifested socially and economically,
has been due to the lack of spirit of brother-
hood, and is it true that man’s growing
tendency to repudiate that kind of spirit
bids fair to the success of that movement,
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is it true that when the Bahai move-
iiledilt is established, and we have done away
with potentates and rulel:s of W.hatsrpev.er
thought, will we have universal justice in
every sense in which we can comprehend
it?

u are right in every sense, because
theY:Lim and purpose of the Ba,ha,i' mqvement
is to establish that economic justice a,qd
spiritual brotherhood which has been in
reality the aim of all the prophets of the
parls.t. ‘What has Baha’o’llah t'o offer to pu—
manity, more than the teachings of Christ,
if anything?

i -gh¥ist, ft is true, taught Universal Love,
the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhoog
of Man; but, where do we find t]lem t.oday.
If a group of sick people were in a library
of medical books, containing the Ipost elab-
orate prescriptions regarding the diseases of
mankind, and these people simply read 't.xhose
books, sang the glorification of the writers,
saying, “Oh, how wonderful they are; they,
were the sons of God, the p.roplhetg o; God,

never thinking to take the prescriptions or
the medicine, would they be heale}i? Now,
His Holiness, Baha’o’llah, has put 1_nto prac-
tice the same principles; the 1§1en-t1'ca1 prin-
ciples that Christ taught in Hls_sern;on on
the Mount. He has actualized t]ps umversga,l
love, he has made it a dynamic power in
the life of the religions and the races, SO
that it has become a living force in their
social and religious activities.
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“THE SOLUTION OF THE ECON
PROBLEM” omre

The social and civie life of Persia is g i
very much along the pastoral and aguqizzlll
tural State. We are aware of the fact that
the life of the ancient races and peoples
Yyas more or 133&5 along simple, primitive
lines, accompanied by few needs and wants
but, as civilization advanced, the needs and
wants of vl}umanity multiplied until today
human desires have increased to such an
extent -th-a-t'm-an is in need of a thousand
and one things to make his life tolerably
cmr;ﬁortable and peaceful. The life of ithe
ancient people was very similar to the teach-
Ing of Christ when He said: ““Live like the
h}les of the valley or like the birds of the
air. If you have food for today, do not think
of the food for tomorrow.” However, very
few people, under the stressing conditiong
of thg present day, could live in accord with
the literal meaning of that statement.

In the Orient, if we wanted to build a
house, we brought a few planks of wood or
a few branches of the trees, put them to-
gether and lived under its shade very hap-
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pily and peacefully. Here in New York you
have these immense skyscrapers, fifty and
sixty stories high. Think how much scien-
tific knowledge, how much technical ma-
nipulation of various departments of indus-
try is necessary for. the building of these
mammoth structures. Stop and think for
just one moment how many thousands of
people today must toil under the ground
in the mines in order to dig the ‘iron ore,
then again the thousands that are-engaged
in throwing this same ore into the smelters
to be put through the various processes
necessary that we may have iron for the
building of railroads. All this toiling is for
our convenience and comfort. Thus in the
morning or the evening we may start on
our journey and the next day, or within a
few hours, have arrived at our destination
several hundred miles distant. This we do
ofttimes without seeing practically anything
of interest along the way, because we move
so rapidly. On the contrary, in the Orient,
we travel leisurely on the back of a donkey,
a horse or mule, ofttimes taking months and
months to reach our destination. Thus the
traveller has time to study every kind of
plant on the plains over which he travels
and bv the time he has reached his goal
his mind is filled with all kinds of interest-
ing experiences. When coming from New
York to the Pacific Coast one has scarcely
seen any part of the country.

There is no question but that the wave of
industrial civilization has come to engulf
the world. There is no way of escape. The
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very tendency of the time is toward com-
plication of events outwardly, but if we can
gain that inner calmness and poise, that in-
ner simplification, we can easily bring re-
adjustment in our industrial and social con-
ditions. That ideal life of simplicity of the
early ages cannot be duplicated today Dbe-
cause humanity is not willing to go back.
We must go forward with an expansive con-
sciousness, developing the material laws of
the universe. Hence the greatest problem
of this age is the ennoblement of all work.
We must look upon work not as drudgery
and degrading, but as elevating and spirit-
ualizing. Just as the blood circulates through
the various parts of the body, so work must
keep the body of humanity in a wholesome
condition. Work to the body politic should
be like the steam for the steamer; it is the
energizing and propelling force. In the Ori-
ent we have had many parasites, social and
religious. Thousands upon thousands of
people formed themselves into a kind of
class. One of the unwritten or unconscious
laws of these various classes was constant
sucking of the blood from the workers of
the land. This they deliberately did with-
out doing anything whatsoever in return,
relying wholly on the residue or the income
of the workers in the community for their
comforts and luxuries.

‘When Baha’o’allah appeared in Persia his
first principle in the matter of Economics
was the ennoblement of labor, saying that
in this age work is worship; work is prayer.
He stated in his writings that the most de-
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jcable man in the estimation of.God is
zlpi;?ta];lan who sits and begs for his dz;i(lzg
bread, and the noblest man in the prgs;ms
of God is that man who works and s1ts< s
himself and those 1wtno a.g; ditsep:;:\g;g'r %O
im. He says a lazy Ik ] L :
guxl:aralyzed member oqt the body ox; a ‘?m%‘:
branch of a tree that 1s.good only for (')I‘ Lod
amputated or thrown into the ﬁ:’g. thore
workers and the toilers of the earth, there:
fore, are the kings and the sovergagns there-
of, because through then} there is thg,b con-
s-té\.nst process of production and dl?tal ;mand
making possible the et)cggiréie g{f)mi,o x?t and
] ce for the suste ). 1
gz%%l;ness of mankin.d. Si.mllz.mrly. ntlm'l ‘g\(;e_
realm of scientific investigation; fhl o
phies and theories of any sw;hool of th ouc%n_
are only useful when they yield centamdhm)l
crete and definite results. _‘Such a s hoo
of thought is like unto a ’t'rult_tul tx;zlel. ofds’
if any school of philosophy beg-ms W W ras
and ends with words, pn_oducmg no -%oqcxl;c
or practical demonstration of its ef! cie 1yg
it is like unto a wild tree of the jungle
which 1is nonproductive. It ‘benef.itfi Tna?
nothing;—merely a shade for the indolent.
Hence the very life of the world of huma,n(;
ity is kept up by work, and Fhe workers ax(;f
like that pulsating organ in the body
mankind. : .

Formerly the matter of the medium of Z};
change was pased upon barter. I.f ope I; .
had a dozen of egss and 1}is neighbor rt:"n
a bushel of wheat, according to a cerial
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arrangement, or upon a certain specified
basis they would exchange these products.

The 'h.istory of economics tells us that the
P.hgemcxans, which were one of the first sea-
faring nations, were the ones who intro-
duced money as the medium of exchange
as a respl-t of which gold, silver, copper and
the various other things came into the mar-
ket of the world. The original idea was to
make work the basis of exchange, and when
they brought money into the market, ‘the
plan was only to facilitate the matter. For
ex.a,mple, I work eight hours and gain a cer-
tain sum of money, then I g0 to the restau-
rant and give that money for the work that
the cook does in preparing ithe food, then
the cgok, who has also somebody working
for him in keeping up a house, in turn
tx:ansfers his money to that person; thus a
circle of exchange is made based entirely
upon the thought of work and not merely
the thought of worth of the money. There-
fore, that which causes the affairs of the
world t.o move is labor, Thus, you see,
money is, in a sense crystallized labor, and
the alm is not to allow too much of this
crystallized labor to be accumulated in the
h'ands of a few people, but that it may
circulate through the organs and members
of t!le body politic. That which ennobles
or gives to capital or gold its worth is labor.,
Were it not for the sake of labor, in the
center of this earth there are bushels and
bu‘s:helg of precious stones worth millions
and gmllions of dollars that would be worth
nothing. The mistake of so many people
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can be attributed to their interpretation of
the Golden Rule. They want to transmute
it into @ Rule of Gold. The Golden Rule
must be applied in our relations of life from
an entirely unselfish and spiritual stand.
point. The Rule of Gold transforms this
glorious law to one of selfishness, greed
and envy. The wealth of the world belongs
to the whole world and if we find here and
there a few people who have monopolized
either the natural or the productive re-
sources into their own hands, they are like
those highwaymen who hide themselves be-
hind the rocks and when the time arrives
despoil the caravans or the trains of all
their possessions. Leaving the members of
the caravans in the state of destitution, they
go on their way to live in the orgies of lux-
ury and thoughtless extravagance. So it is
with the world at large. These collosal
sums that are horded in this manner are
misused instead of being poured into those
channels which would bring the greatest
happiness and prosperity to the largest num-
ber of people in a community. This state of
affairs has reached such a stage that it can
scarcely be borne longer.

The laborers and the toilers are already
giving at least, either through direct or in-
direct taxation, one-third of their income
for the upkeep of destructive means which
bring upon the heads of humanity only dis-
aster and misery. The selfish and self-cen-
tered capitalists are like that man who,
while two persons were working whole-
heartedly and with the greatest desire to
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help themselves, suddenly, either through
intrigue or through sheer physical force and
brutal strength, came between them, took
away what they had earned, leaving them
in utter poverty.

The greatest economic waste is war. It
has always been so and will ever be. As
long as the people are giving up the produce
of their labor to those selfish men at the
head of their governments to built vast
dreadnaughts, super-dreadnaughts and super-
super-dreadnaughts, there is no hope for
salvation of the world. For each one of
these, they give forty or fifty millions of
dollars and after a few years they must be
thrown into the junk shop, yielding no pro-
ductive result whatsoever. When I arrived
in France and traveled through that country,
I saw all along the streets young men crip-
pled and maimed. Now what has been the
result of this world war? Who brought it
about except a few munition factory mag-
nates, a few statesmen or politicians whose
one aim and desire in setting the world to
burning with the fire of hatred was that of
the selfish furtherance of their own aggran-
dizement and other interests which were far
below the consideration of God and human-
ity? When the war was accomplished, each
of these warring nations and governments
proclaimed to their fellow nations that they
were defending their own rights and vital
interests, their own honor and flag. Of
course, there has never been an impartial
tribunal to pass upon the validity of this
statement; to say just which of these great
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nations have been truly defending their own
right, because all of them in their blue books,
their red books and all other kinds of bookg,
have been crying out to all other of their
sister nations: ‘“We have been atta;cke@;
our interests were at jeopardy, and for this
reason ‘we arose to arms.”

There is a story in Constantinople about
a fat priest; and generally they are fat,
especially their necks. This was a M.*oha,m-
medan priest and he was praying In the
mosque. No sooner he began his prayers
than into the mosque came a man who tqok
his place at the door just to watch him.
While watching the priest he was sudﬂenly
moved by the usual spirit of mischief to
find somebody who would be willing to slap
the neck of this sanctimonious priest. He
looked around and surely enough there was
a man standing at a short distance. ‘Tl_le
first man called to the second, saying: “W111,
you slap that man on the back of the neck?:’
The man replied, “No, I coud not do that.
The first man took from his pocket a dollar
and no sooner the man saw this dollar than
he said: “I'll do it. Just give me the dol-
lar.” Taking the money, he advanced to-
ward the priest who was praying. ‘When
praying it is the custom of the Mohamme-
dans to bow down and then raise up. _Just
when he was arising the man gave h‘lpl a
severe slap. 'The priest turned, saying:
«What is the meaning of this?” The man
innocently said: “I beg your pardon; I had
a friend with whom I often joked. He had
just such a neck as yours, SO when I came
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here I mistook you for this fri
end
i:houlgh't—what fun—to just give him a k%ﬂg
ga slap, so I beg of you to excuse me. It
sé.I assure you, a mistake.” The priest
oon mugd his prayers. The mischief-maker
was still there and showed this man an-
other dollar and said: “Do it again.” When
he. had slapped him the second riime the
prle.st al.m_os:t lost his patience, but -bei’ng a
g_ema'l‘ prlgst and having certain admoni-
Eons in pnnd, he forgave the man and coﬁ-
bgmf'id his prayers. Still bent on mischief,
o e first man showed the second a gold Eng:
ish .pound a third time and urged him to
(f:on_tmue this fimpolitiness. The tliird of-
ense was too much for the priest. He
arose anq angrily said: “I am not going to
'i‘tlzlmd this kind of treatment any longer.”
o € man vyho had been administering the
1pd1y punishment said: “I will be frank
}mtth you. Just as long as thy neck is so
I:r any shiny and so long as there are dol-
has in -tha,t man’s pocket there, you will
'th've ‘to endure this friendly -greet"ing.” Now
s is is onrly.a story, but it well illustra.tes’
our case; that just as long as there is self-
1shnes§ in rt.he politicians of the world and
there is this quiescent willingness on the
part of the toilers of the earth to be taxed
?ﬁlg) u-s-l;r;tﬁxed, the world will have to go
o wagrs. ese processes of wars and rumors

Before this great world w.
ar took pl
Abdul Baha, the present leader of the g:ﬁ:i’
gxogement,'made. a tour throughout Europe
nd America, giving forth wonderful eco-
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nomic teachings. In all his talks he repeated-
ly said that there shall arise in the future
great strikes and deadlocks, struggles and
turmoils between the capitalists and the la-
porers, and if they do not come together
in a peaceful and amicable way, thus trying
to understand one another, the world will
be facing a most tremendous danger. He
also stated that the foundation of all eco-
nomic justice is love and mutual understand-
ing. If the capitalist has not that love in
his heant and does not care to understand
the side of his laborers, the struggle will con-
tinue indefinitely. He stated that there
must be a few laws prought. into the indus-
trial world; that just as the ancients tried
to overthrow their monarchies and establish
democracies; just so there is a thought go-
ing on now in the réligious world to es-
tablish democracy of religion, also there is
a process of evolution going on jin the in-
dustrial world. When these have been ac-
complished, the world will have been re-
lieved of many of its troubles. Capital and
labor can have a great congress and their
representatives through joint management,
through the idea of profit sharing, may eas-
ily arrange their difficulties. Abdul Baha
said the laborers oOr the employees must
have a vital interest in the plant of industry.
Higher wages will not solve their probems,
but if above and beyond their annual ex-
penses, they are given a certain percentage
of the gross profits of the industry, then
- the laborers will put all their interest and
all their desire into the efficient organiza-
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tion of the factory. He has written detailed
laws. and you can have them in his books.
These laws starting from the agricultural
state and then the industrial state, when
they are put dinto practice, much of the
stress and storm that is crippling the wings
of society at present will be removed. Cap-
ital is like the blood that must circulate
throughout all the organs and limbs and mus-
cles and capillaries of the body. If all the
blood goes to the head or the heart and not
to the hands, there is something wrong with
the economic system. As long as this blood
is equally and happily distributed through
all the organs of the body, then each organ
will do its distinct function. The eyes can-
not become the feet nor the ears become
the hands, but each one has a peculiar ser-
vice to render which is valuable in its own
department. The change that must come
in our economic system must come by evo-
lution, not by force and violence, because
only those changes which come slowly are
permanent and valuable and we learn by
our mistakes as we go along and walk in
the pathway of development. In this world,
in brief, we are in need of two things. First,
the adjustment of our economic relations so
that each individual of humanity may have
bread to eat and the comforts of life to en-
joy according to the standard of civilization
of the country in which he lives; second,
the application of the Sermon on the Mount
or the divine love which is the solving of
all human problems for the equalization of
the rights of men from an economic stand-
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anhood; that this is an age whe ose
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mand. In other words, egonomlc ooy
to the glass and this sp-lrit of ne man:
ggod and womanhood is lﬁetﬁlntﬁotlges Ilfri-t

i . The power C e ]
1"n tflllgog}izs the world with a new w:;:;
ft Truth which is capable' of Was}-lling;ﬁ-ity
all the sins and temptfatlons_ﬂtt "Llake thié
All we have to do in this day is (; e this
wonderful Water of Truth a,cqorq ng o o
capacity to receive, a‘nvd .dn'nkmg reliwlr)es
of the divine spirit, bring it mj:o1 (;1;  Jives
and make it a part of our squa. nd seo
mic relations with hu.n}amty, P
xfllg)m a material and spiritual s,ta,n,dpczhis
tho world may rocelyo i DAL gwm toet,

i spirit thus ! . > s

22?11;31% ixis life to be filled wm:3 Et;ratlons

of love and a dynamic energy OS‘ ;1 m;b

Translated by Mirza Ahmad SO .
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LECTURE

Delivered by

Prof. Jenabe Fazel

January 26, 1921, 8 P, M.
New Thought Auditorium
Seattle, Wash., U. S. A.

“THE BAHAI MOVEMENT.”

. The subject to be discussed i i
‘The Bahai Movement.” As an tgrl(lilgllzlltatiltsz
fgct you know that all the spiritual revela-
tions and divine religions have sprung out
of the mysterious heart of the East and
from there have been promulgated through-
out the eXpanse of the earth. The seven
great religions which bave directed, uplifted
an'd.elevated the hearts and the x’nindls of
;I}llllhons and millions of people toward God
th;ogﬁ?;;lé the centuries have come out of
What has been the primal aj j
of these .spiritual outpourings? mUZIa?x:sll):Jigf:
ably their primal aim has been to promul-
gate the laws of morality and ethics and we
cannot conceive. of the practice of the laws
of morf.Lhty and ethics in this world with-
o;xt their first _being centered in the heart
of love and unity. As we ‘study deeply and
thoroughly the writings of these spiritual
fognd_ers, we realize more and more that the
principles upon which they founded their re-
ligious systems were Universal Love and the
Unity of Manking. Notwithstandiag the
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presence of these religions, as we observe
impartially the practices of the children of
men, we see that there are conflicts, tur-
moils, strifes, differences and all kinds of
creeds and superstitions. These religionists
read their sacred books, and kissing these
spiritual volumes, put them on their heads
as the sign of respect and honor, after which
time they are placed ¢n the shelf and the re-
ligionists go out forgetting entirely that they
have even read these great spiritual precepts.
To illustrate, if the patients in a sanitorium or
hospital go into the medical library, read the
medical books, praising and glorifying the
names and writings of the authors always
exclaiming—How wonderful are these laws
that these great men have discovered. They
have been the benefactors and guardians of
the human race—but never thinking to take
the medicine that these great physicians
have prescribed for their illness, instead
using those very books as weapons to wound
each other, they will never he benefited by
this wonderful knowledge. Nothing is ac-
complished by discussing the difterences of
these great masters, or making the titles a
subject of dissension.

The ages have rolled on while the people
of the earth have been more engaged in
praising and glorifying their prophets than
in living in accord with the teachings of
those same divine beings. Not only have we
had to fight again religious differences, but
racial, national and patriotic differences
have engulfed the world of humanity in an
ocean of difficulties, strifes and traditions.
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The Bahai Movement comes therefore
with a clarion call to unity. The Bahai
Movement was founded in Persia seventy
years ago. Its watchword is the spread of
universal love, the removal of these racial,
religious and patriotic prejudices, and the
unfurling of the flag of Divine brotherhood
in the world of business and religion. The
Bahai movement is not a new religion, but a
spiritual interpretation of the laws of jus-
tice, equity and fraternity, springing out of
the hearts of mankind, revealing those inner
mystic connections which have been over-
looked and hidden under the heaps of creeds
and imitations. The Bahai Movement has
introduced into the intellectual arena that
element of universality that unites all man-
kind, and from the brain it has sent these
wireless messages of unity and spiritual
vibrations into the chambers of the hearts,
and thus, by connecting the world of the
mind with the world of consciousness, and
by directing the intellectual and emotional
forces, have united them into one and caused
them to serve the world of mankind in a
practical way.

This Movement was inaugurated in Persia
in 1844 by a young man twenty-four years
old whom we know as the Bab. From child-
hood he demonstrated extraordinary signs
of intelligence. When at the age of twenty-
four he started his spiritual mission and
proclaimed before the face of his country-
men that whatever abstruse or subtle ques-
tions they might have they could bring them
to him and he—although illiterate from a
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human standpoint, his heart and mind were
the sanctuaries of Divine wisdom—vision-
revealed, would write or answer all ques-
tions asked him. This he did in the most
marvelous and eloquent language. No soon-
er he put forward this claim than the gov-
ernment authorities and the clerical order
prepared great conclaves and gatherings' of
every kind in which the Bab presented.hlm-
self. 'To him they propounded great philoso-
phical and scientific questions. No sooner
these questions came from the tongues of
the questioners than the Bab took up @he
pen and without any thought or meditation
his hand flew over the paper writing thou-
sands upon thousands of verses. Later on
these writings were put into volumes, and
have been the source of great inspiration
to his followers. He was the harbinger of a
new divine springtime; the herald of a new
spiritual era. In all his teachings and writ-
ings he repeatedly said, “I have come to
prepare the way for a great and glorious
universal teacher whose name will be:
‘HIM WHOM GOD WILL MANIFEST.”
Thus he introduced into the religious life of
the East a new simplicity. He reformed
their creeds and elevated them to a highgr
plane of spirituality and for six years .hls
principles acted like unto a conflagration,
like unto a prairie fire that burns away all
the thorns and thistles of human imagina-
tion and superstition. At the end of the
sixth year of his ministry he was martyred
with thousands of his followers. Hence
Persia to the outside has become one of the
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most Interesting arenas for the study of this
marvelous movement. That country has pro-
duced great spiritual heroes and heroines
who have given up their lives as a convic-
tion that they were living at the dawn of a
new day for which they were only glad to
shed their life-blood. However, the martyr-
dom of the Bab did not bring to a close this
divine chapter; rather it opened it to the
attention and the study of the whole world,
for Baha’o’llah the great divine spiritual
teacher of the age appeared from that land.
From the period of his infancy, Baha’o’llah
manifested extraordinary power of wisdom
and knowledge to such an extent that men
of greater age came to him to inquire about
their affairs and ask for his opinion and
judgment regarding their business. No soon-
er they departed from his presence than they
would proclaim:—This youth is surely going
to become the center of the most significant
movement of the ages. Baha'o’llah immedi-
ately began to proclaim these principles,
those ideals which are the very life of this
age, 'the very spirit of this cycle, the very
light of this dark gloomy world.

This youth, Baha’o’llah, belonged to the
noble family of that land. All his ancestors
had served in the ministry and the govern-
ment. Therefore, when he came forward
and stood for these universal principles of
Brotherhood, the government being auto-
cratic, though at the same time not being
able to do anything with him, put him in
prison three times. At last they exiled him
from the country of Persia into Bagdad.
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There he lived for twelve years and the fire
of his teachings burned higher and higher.
As the movement became better known, he
was again banished from this city to Con-
stantinople, then to Adrianople for five years
and finally to the penal colony in Palestine
on the shore of the Mediterranean. For
twenty-four long years Baha'o’llah and his
family were confined within the prison walls
of this town, but from behind the walls of
this prison he sent into the world his teach-
ings. His tablets and epistles were sent to
all the leaders of mankind. His advice to
his followers in the Orient was—You must
steadfastly, convincingly and persuasively
arise in the promotion of these principles of
divine brotherhood, and even if you are
killed, you must not raise your hand, but
know that God will make your cause vic-
torious and triumphant in all the world to
come,

In his book Baha'o’llah stated — “Re-
ligion is the essential part of the world of
humanity. Man has always been religious
and will be religious in the future. Religion
is the spiritual food for the constitution of
man. Religion protects man from passion
and lust. Religion brings to the mind of
man light, peace and poise. Religion gives
to man that character, that nobility, that
self-sacrifice, that self-emulation that
nothing else in this world will ever give.
But what is religion? Religion is turning
one’s heart toward the Kingdom of God.
Religion is to empty one’s mind from all
blame-worthy notions and fill it with all
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praise-worthy ideals. Religion is service to
all the world of humanity. Religion is be-
ing imbued with heavenly characteristics.
Anything other than these is theology,
philosophy, creeds, metaphysics and wrang-
ling discussions over this and that, all of
which has brought nothing more than wars,
carnage and bloodshed into the common-
wealth of the world.

Baha’o’llah stated that all religious ideas
must be in accord with reasonable and logic-
al precepts. The ideas that do not agree
with reasonable deductions of science are
ancestral traditions; opinions coming to us
from our forefathers. These we must forget
as quickly as possible. Religion must estab-
lish love and amity, concord and harmony
among the people of the world. If it brings
hatred, war, antipathy and discord, it is
superstition. Such ideas are man-made.

Baha’o’llah likewise taught the universali-
ty of the absolute Reality—God—thus doing
away with all the limited misconceptions of
men in regard to that divine spiritual in-
telligence. Another principle that he incul-
cated in his religious system was the im-
mortality of the soul; that the soul of man is
everlasting and immortal; that once leaving
this body, the soul ascends toward the shin-
ing light. Another law was the law of com-
pensation—“As you sow, so shall you reap.”
Again he taught that paradise and hell are
enveloped within man himself. Through his
own deeds man can make himself a spacious
heaven studded with luminous stars or a
dark and gloomy hell filled with all kinds of
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poisonous animals and reptiles. Similarly
he said—Salvation is gained through the
character of man and not through any other
source. If a man’s character is not pure,
is not holy, no amount of water even the
waters of the Pacific will cleanse or purify
him. He taught the principles of the omne-
ness of the moral and ethical teachings of
the religions of the world, saying that they
were fundamentally and essentially the
same. Hence through his spiritual power,
Baha’o’llah was able to unite these contend-
ing religions of the East. These religions
were so inimical one against the other that
if one was thirsty and one of another re-
ligion offered him a cup of water he would
not drink because he looked upon him as an
infidel. With this divine and spiritual love,
he brushed aside all their dogmas and tra-
ditions which in past ages had kept them
apart, establishing in their stead the law of
association and love which are the vital
principles of life. Likewise. he inculcated
in his system an education which must be
universal; that is, there must be an inter-
national formula and standard so that all
the children of the world no matter where
they live, in 'Asia, Africa or in Europe, they
may receive the same vocational and indus-
trial education. Similarly he taught the
principles of wuniversal equality between
men and women which principle was most
bitterly fought in the Orient because the
Eastern people had not the same regard for
those of the female sex as for the male.
This one Bahai principle brought that en-
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franchisement, that enlargement of oppor-
tunity for the other sex which will hasten
the true freedom of humanity. He stated
that inasmuch as the girls must become the
future mothers of the race and must be the
true carriers of civilization, they must re-
ceive a more thorough education than even
the boys, and that equality must go to such
an extent between the two, male and female,
that the women may finally enter into the
Parliament of Men as members and active
workers. He likewise taught the establish-
ment of the Higher Court of International
justice—The Parliament of Man—seventy
years ago from behind prison walls. While
in prison he wrote many letters and tablets
to the monarchs and sovereigns of the earth
"urging them to come together and discuss
the question of disarmament making an
external compact between them, so that in
the future there will be no necessity of re-
sorting to the bitter use of the sword for
the solution of their disputes. He taught
that mankind, no matter where they may
live, have the same inalienable rights as re-
gards principles of life and happiness
and the enjoyment of the fruits of their
labor, and, that no matter to what race, to
what religion or to what nation they be-
long, they must be treated as the children
of God and not as inferior races. He also
instituted the International Auxiliary Lan-
guage. Thus all the children in schools of
various countries may study in addition to
their mother tongue this international lan-
guage. In this way, when they have grown
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up and travel in different parts of the earth,
they may be able to be the citizens of the
world. Difference between the languages
has been the most weighty stumbling block
in the path of unity and brotherhood; so
when we shall have an international lan-
guage, the individuals of the world will be
looked upon as the members of one family.
Once upon a time two men, an Arab and a
Turk, were involved in a fight. The Turk
was beating the Arab because he thought he
had called him—The Bear. A man chanced
to be passing who understood their lan-
guages and religions. He came forward and
said, “What is the cause of this warfare,”
The Turk replied in angry tones, “This man
called me a bear. Look at me! Am I a
bear?” The Arab said apologetically, “By
God! I did not call him a bear; I called him
The Apple of Mine Eye.” 1t seemed the
Bear and the Apple of Mine Eye meant the
same thing so far as the pronunciation of
languages was concerned, but the meaning
signified by these similar expressions was
vastly different. Simply and unavoidable
misunderstanding due to differences in
language. Another time four persons, an
Arab, a Turk, a Persian and a Greek
were traveling together along a dusty
plain. They did not know the language
one of the other. While walking along
they found a piece of coin. The Pers-
ian cried out “I want to buy with
this Angour.” The Arab called to the others,
“No, I want to purchase Enab.” The Turk
said, “It is mine. I shall buy Ouzoum.” The
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Greek said, “No, we shall buy Estafeel.”
Not knowing each others language they
fought over the coin. Suddenly an English
gentleman arrived on the scene and listen-
ing to the argument said, “Will you give me
the money; I will bring the thing all of you
want.” They looked at him with expressions
of strangeness as if he were from another
world. The Englishman disappeared and
soon returned carrying a bunch of grapes
which he presented to the puzzled brothers
and went on his way. Looking at each other
these men exclaimed, “This is just the thing
1 wanted.”

Reality disperses all doubts and differ-
ences; names bring division and strife.
Mankind has been always trying to find the
one reality under different names and as a
result for these many past ages they have
been fighting over these various names
rather than over the reality. All of you who
are in this hall, all the people who are in
this city, in this country or in the world
are seeking God. Not a single soul, if you
asked him, would tell you that he is looking
for the Satan. All are trying to gain the
confirmation of the Holy Spirit, but these
names and these differences have stepped in
and kept them far away from each other.

If the racial bias could be swept away
from amongst the different races; if these
religious barriers that we have artificially
raised between ourselves could be demol-
ished; if these national greeds and envies
could be removed, then we would find our-
selves in one assemblage, thinking along
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universal lines, practicing.the Golden Rule
and walking in the Highway of Rectitude
and Righteousness. Reality is one and in-
divisible; imaginations are many and mul-
tiple. Imaginations and superstitions come
through ancestral traditions and teachings.
There are likewise many people who are
interested in keeping up these superstitions
and creeds, because if they are swept away
they have to close their shops and go to
work. Having never been accustomed to
work it is a hard thing for them to yield to
this abolishment.

This 1is, however, the age of Science.
This is the Cycle of Light. This is the
period of human enlightenment, and in this
epoch we are to do two things—first to re-
move all these veils and then to polish the
surface of the hearts from the dust and rust
which has heretofore deprived them from
the shining rays of the Sun of Reality. This
is the time in which mankind as a whole
must take the quintessence of the teachings
of all the past prophets, bringing them to-
gether like scattered gems -and jewels, and
make of these precious gems a divine
necklace so that the neck of mankind may
be adorned with the teachings of all the
prophets of the past. This is the era in
which, although there may be many races,
Mongolian, African, the Oriental and the
European, we must look upon all as the
various flowers of one Rose Garden. If in
one garden there were only white flowers,
it would seem very monotonous, would it
not?
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The Bahais are those people who have
been banded together from all the religions
and all the nationalities of the world, putting
aside all their religious and racial and na-
tional prejudices, working along these com-
mon universal principles for the salvation
and for the betterment of humanity in order
that there may be one light, one God, one
family and all of them the members and
organs of one body. For six thousand years,
so far as the recorded history gives us any
light, humanity has been divided and sub-
divided through these three optical illusions
—The religious, the patriotic and racial
prejudice; all of the three being imagina-
tions having no reality behind them. From
the consciousnes of men and women, for-
ward-looking men and women everywhere,
a great liberalizing energizing sun has
sprung, and it is shining with the greatest
irradiation upon the conscience of their fel-
lowmen. This sun is dispelling the dark-
ness, the clouds and the gloom of these tra-
ditions and making the world one home and
the people one family, in spite of all the
obsessions and all the seeming turmoils
which we have in our minds. This is the
era, of which all the bards, poets and
prophets of the past have been singing, the
Golden Age about which they have dreamed.
‘We are living in the beginning of this glori-
ous age and we know that these teachings
have come to liberalize the consciousness of
men. This is the age of Internationalism.
Any movement which is not internaional in
scope and breadth is doomed to failure.
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In former times men either became be-
lievers, or else they became enemies of the
cause of God. For instance, in the time of
Moses, all those who believed in him as a
prophet and in the unity of God, became of
the faithful. In the time of Christ, those
who believed in the divinity of the father
and that Jesus was the word, became dis-
ciples. Faith consisted in the blind accept-
ance of these truths and those who accepted
were conidered saved, the rest were doomed
to perdition.

But in this day the question is far more
important. Faith does not consist in belief,
it consists in deeds. It is not sufficient to
believe in Baha'o’llah and to say, “I am of
the people of El-Abha’”; we must act in ac-
cordance with the teaching of Baha'o’llah,
who commands us to become centers of di-
vine attraction, so that the attributes of God
may emanate from us, that we may become
wise and well intentioned to all the peoples
of the earth in order to better the condition
of all—Abdul-Baha.
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