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"THE NEW VJS<ION OF IMMORTALITY" 

It gives me the greatest joy to be pres· 
ent today 'before this splendid gathering of 
spiritual men and women because through­
out my travels in the United States wher­
ever I have been privileged to address simi­
lar gatherings, I have always found a great 
susceptibility of spirit and the hi.ghest 
emotions of the heart manifest in the 
faces of the people who listened to this 
message. Upon entering the meetings of 
the ,Spiritualist people, invariably, I have 
observed the vibrations of the spirit waving 

. over the audience; I have noticed that the 
emanations of the spirit were evident and 
manifest in their midst. 

What are the emanations of the spirit? 
Love, harmony, unity and concord. The 
Western climes during the last hundred 
years have been so submer.ged in a sea of 
materialism that it seems the hand of God 
has indeed 'been working in bringing into 
outer expression such gatherings and so­
cieties as your own, the aims and pur-
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poses of which are to investigate various 
phenomena, to bring into actual manifes­

. tation · those tangible proofs which would 
give consolation and happiness to every 
soul. 

The material world is like unto the glas,," 
The spirit is similar unto the light shining 
through the glass. If the glass is devoid of 
that light, no matter how brilliant or how 
clear the glass may be, it is of no use; all 
will ,be darkness without the spirit of, light. 
When we ponder over the material light, 
we realize that the universe is filled with 
the spirit. This vast ocean of air and 
water with which we are surrounded is 
charged with the spirit. One great uni­
versal spirit eIl!cirdes and surrounds aU 
existence, the core and the substance of 
which is no other than that one great power 
of spirit urging the invisi'ble ·forces to appear 
in visible form in our world 'o,f existence. The 
organization and the ' order af this material 
world is dependent upon the working of 
that invisible spirit which is always work­
ingand manifesting itself throughout all 
phenomena. Infinite intelligence is similar 
unto the sun and all phenomena are like 
unto the mirrors reflecting the rays of the 
sun of that Infinite Intelligence. This ~n­
telligence is the ocean and the phenomena 
ar·e the waves thereof. He is the sun and 
all beings are the rays and the scintilla 
dancing in the light of the sun. He is the 
essence and all creation is the form. He is 
the uncIiangeable ,the unfathomable and 
the unsearchable and all phenomena are 
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subje.ct .to change, transformation and dis­
SolutlOn. 

In. the shining of that great sun there is. 
no difference, but in the manifestations of 
the light of that sun through the various 
grad.es of phenomena there is a great deal 
of difference because each phenomenon will 
reflect back some of the light of that un i­
versa~ sun according to its own ability and 
capacity. The mineral reflects a ·dim light 
o~ that sun; the vegetable a greater expan-

. SlOn and unfoldment of the light of the 
same sun; the animal more and when it 
comes into the human kingdom, a larger 
share and measure of the same spiritual 
sun becomes · manifest. Thus there is a 
gradual self-revealment of that universal 
essenc~ ~n phenomena: For example-the. 
s~:m shmmg upon the stone; it is not able to 
gIve back anything of that luminous sun 
except the heat . . The sun shines upon the 
walls of a house, it similarly gives some 
of the heat. The electricity gives more. 
The mirror gives back the disc and the 
flIllness of the sun. 

It is stated that man is the great talis­
man, the microcosm ; that he has the most 
wonderful ability, the greatest power of 
self-unfoldment, because in him is em­
bodied all the qualities and potentialities. 
of development. For this reason man is. 
the collective center of all phenomena and 
all the subtle attributes. All the refined 
elements of the lower kingdom are mani-. 
fest and apparent in man. That is why we 
read in the sacred books-LET US BUILD 
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MAN IN OU:R IM.AcGE AND LIKENESS. 
What is the meaning 'Of this image an.d 
likeness 'Of Gad? rD'Oes it mean that Gad 1S 
a per san like any 'One 'Of us? . ~'O, it mea~s 
that the attributes, the quahtJes and V1r­
tues 'Of perfecti'On 'Of kn'Owledge, wisd'Om 
and beauty, the c'Omp'Osite 'Of which is Gad, 
will ,be revealed in man. In sa far as the 
b'Ody 'Of man is c'Oncerned he is a small 
and weak pers'On, but aoc'Ording to the 
spirit, he is ,the most p'Owerful and the 
most 'Omnip'Otent ,being 'On the face 'Of the 
-earth. 

The ancient philos'Ophers and th~ . stu­
dents of 'psychic phen'Omena have d1VIned 
'f'Or the devel'Opment 'Of man seven planes 
and seven existences. By these seven 
1llanes they d'O nat mean t'O state that the 
progress 'Of the saul is limited t'O the seven 
,and " n'O mare, because there are th'Ousands 
:and th'Ousands 'Of planes 'Of devel'Opment 
and unf'Oldment. They desired t'O giv~ to 
man a r'Ough chart sa that he, a marIner 
travelling 'On the sea 'Of life, might not .g'O 
'On his j'Ourney unchartered. These seven 
1llanes have been alleg'Orically explained as 
seven seas, seven heavens, seven cities and 
seven grades, however , they all mean the 
same. Also these sevenplane~ h ave !>e~n 
likened unt'O seven circJ.es or c1rcles w1thIn 
circles in the center of which man is ,pLaced. 

The first plane is the Physical 'Or the ma­
terial pl:;tne; the plane 'On which we live 
and eat and sleep and have 'Our rest and 
eXiperience. This world is so vast and great 
that we kn'Ow even very little 'Of the ma-
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"terial life with which we are surrounded. 
On the Physical plane man is the pris'Oner 
'Of earthly c'Onditions; 'Of circumstances 
'Over which he has no c'Ontr'Ol; 'Of experi­
ences which will either exalt 'Or degrade 
him. The Adam and the Eve created by 
God acc'Ording t'O the b'O'Ok 'Of Genesis is 
symbolic 'Of this first plane of existence; 
that God fashi'Oned man and w'Oman fr'Om 
the earth, that is, he gave them a physical, 
material ,ufe.This natural w'Orld in which 
t he body lives is like unt'O the husk M the 
shell and the 'Other six planes are similar 
unto the meat and ' the kernel within the 
shell. The Physical Life is likeWise sim­
ilar unt'O "a garment which is w'Oven 'Of 
very c'Oarse material 'Or like unto a cage in 
which the 'Other planes similar unt'O the 
bird are impris'Oned. The natural and 
physical w'Orld is the l'Owest; it is dark; it 
is finite; it is limited and it is surrounded " 
with all kinds of 'Ordeals, trials and vicissi­
tudes. 

The sec'Ond plane is the Psy.chical which 
is purer and mare subtle. When a man 
dies he is clothed with that psychical b'Ody 
which is being devel'Oped sl'Owly while he is 
here. Just as yOU may put 'Over a silken 
r'Obe, a h eavy c'Oarse robe and entering a 
warm and ,c'Ozy room put aside the heavy 
'One, letting the silken garment with all its 
sheen and beauty manifest, so YOU thr'Ow 
'Off this physical body at death and all'Ow 
the Psychical b'Ody to came f'Orth in its 
own natural brilliancy. In the phYSical 
w'Orld man is endowed with eyes, with 
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ears with hands and with feet; but they 
are 'not physical in the sense that .we ~n- ' 
derstand them. They are immatena.l;. m­
corporeal. 'The Persian poe~s have dlvmed 
this ,condition in the psychIcal world to a 
glass of wine; the glass is so clear and 
the wine is so pure that the beholder ~ay 
mistake one for the other. He may .thm~ 
it is all wine, 'and again he may thmk It 
only the glass. One is taken for the other 
on account of the purity, translucence an.d 
clearness of both. The Psychical body IS 
exactly like the picture of a man in the 
mirror the reflection in the mirror, so far 
as the' material phase of it isconce~n.ed, 
has no existence and still it is a stnkul:g 
likeness of the man himself. Often thIS 
question is asked-Where does man go 
when he leaves the world? -The man does 
not go anywhere. He is still in the. world 
of spirit; he ,is -present and -here wIth us. 
He throws off the thick coarse garment 
of Physical life and is walking in the at­
mosphere with a rarefied, beautiful gar­
ment of spirit. 

'Another question that is frequently asked 
is--'Can we communicate, realize or feel 
the presence of these spirits who have de­
parted from this life? Yes. We ,can re­
ceive ,benefit and assistance from thes~ 
spirits who have entered upon. the psych~­
cal plane of life. How can thIS c~mm~lll­
cation be established? Sy the pUrIficatIOn 
of the mirrors of ours hearts. The heart 
must 'be cleansed from all the rust and 
the dust of human conditions so that the 
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sun of spiritual beings may shine upon 
the surface of the hearts. Can we hear 
and can we speak with these souls? 
Again, yes. With the spiritual ears and 
with the spiritual eyes and with the spirit­
ual tongues we can hear, see and speak 
with them. When we are dreaming in 
sleep or sometimes in a state of inspira­
tion or high exalted spiritual condition, 
these spirits reveal themselves to us and 
speak to us bringing to us all the happiness 
and joy of the other world. 

The third plane is the Ethereal Plane. 
In this phase the body is more rarefied, 
more etherealized than when in the Psy­
chical ,body which is now left behind. Now 
the higher and more translucent body is 
present. The vibrations o.E life of these 
souls entering this higher existence is so 
high and so exalted that their communica­
tion with the incarnate beings is similar 
unto Wlireless telegraphy; we receive the 
messages, but we do not see the sender. 
This is because they have ascended to such 
heights, to suc.h an unapproachable king­
dom that the distance is so great that there 
is no actual physical communication or 
contact, the only communication being in 
a spiritual manner. This has been often 
proven, because at a time when a soul is 
puzzled over the solution of a problem and 
no matter how much he may think over it, 
he cannot solve it at last giving it up, 
then suddenly, while sitti'ngalone or think­
ing about something entirely different, the 
solution comes to him like an electric fiash. 
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He does not know from where this flash 
comes or who is the sender o.f this message, 
but he knows that it has come and his 
problem is solved, his dif,ficulty is over and 
everything after that is smooth sailing. 
Again let us realize that the spirit has not 
gone anywhere. It is here, but these bodies 
have become clearer and more pure. On 
the first plane man had this Physical body; 
having cast off the Physical he took unto 
himself the Psychical, and having thrown 
off the Psychical body he has , taken on the 
Ethereal just as a man in a room may re­
move all' outer garments and yet be in the 
same place. . 

The fourth 1llane according to the terms 
of the mystics is called the Astral; the 
body or plane where the soul is in such 
heavenly and divine life that it is sur­
rounded with light and beauty. 

The fifth plane is the Spiritual, that is, 
the plane of the qualities and attributes of 
God. By this time the soul of man has so 
advanced, so progressed in its jo.urney of 
spiritual life that he can see the Fire o.f 
Hlternity; that Flame of Divinity shining 
and glo.wing in the far-o.ff horizon. 

The sixth plane is called the Celestial 
and is the Thresho.ld to. the Kiingdo.m o.f 
Truth where man will be warmed with that 
Central Fireo.f Divinity. 

The seventh plane is the Empyrean 
Plane the highest plane of the pro.gress o.f 
the ;oul from one standpo.int and fro.m 
another standpoint the beginning . of its di­
vine unfo.ldment in the real wo.rld o.f Go.d 
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where th~ soul of man will beco.me a part , 
?f t~at .F!re o~ Divinity, tho.ugh not lo.sing 
Its mdlv~d~1I;hty. This plane is. likened 
unto the Jommg of the wave to. the sea and 
~he spa.rk to. the .flame, or like unto. thro.w­
mg a pIece o.f co.ld, heavy iro.n into the fur­
na.ce; the iro.n beco.mes heated and appro.. 
pnates unto. itself aU the qualities o.f fire 
thu~ ?eco.ming a part of the . fire, though 
~et~ll~mg the distinguishable qualities and 
~ndlvlduality o.f iro.n as co.mpared to fi 
Itself. !he ind.ividuaIity of, the spirit ~: 
se~f-perslstent; It is never lost. 'Let us 
thmk. of the millio.ns of stars. Where are 
they m the daytime? 'They are lo.st in the 
sea of t~e light o.f the sun ana yet they 
1I;re mamfest and 'Clear in the wo.rld o.f 
hg~t, eac~. one shining with its own pe­
c~har bn~IIanc! ~nd splendor. The Per­
SIan po.et III thIS mstance cries o.ut: 

"0, how happy will I be! '0, that 
day when I shall leave this ruined 
abode, s~eking the peace o.f the mind 
a~d ho.pmg for the meeting o.f the Di­
VIne Beloved, lo.nging and yearning to. 
reach that divine go.al. I will so.ar fly 
and dance until I reach the very 'cen­
ter o.f the sun, and there kiss the lips 
o.f my divine [Sweetheart." 

Here is a very deep Psycho.logical matter 
to. be tho.ught abo.ut-that it is no.t neces­
sar! for us to. die in o.rder to. gain these 
varIOUS p~anes o.f existence. EVen in this 
wo.rld wMle we are living in the flesh we 
have the po.tentiality o.f experiencing ali the 
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delicious and heavenly sweetness of these 
' spiritual ecstasies. It is possible for man 

living in this plane to have these JOYs of 
spiritual ' life, that is, to gain an insight 
and vision into the Psychical, Ethereal, 
Aistral, Spiritual, Celestial and Empyrean 
planes of life, Christ says: "Unless you 
are born again, yoU s'hall not enter into 
the Kingdom of God." Now, he did not 
mean that we must die physically so that 
we may enter into the Kingdom of God. 
Re meant when we 'can persuade ourselves 
to forg.et the Ego; ,when we set aside our 
own opinions and notions of self and concen­
trate our attention on the Divine, then im­
mediately we are born into that Kingdom 
of the Spirit while we are enjoying all the 
normal attributes of this physical life. Each 
one of you may become a student of men and 
women by watching them in their daily life 
and soon will be able to discern in just 
which of these seven planes each individual 
lives. ,Some of them live all their lives on 
the Physical Plane, never thinroing there is 
any higher sphere of existence for their en­
joyment. They enjoy their nice silk shirt, 
their fine estate, their glass of wine, their 
rest and cozY bed and that is all they care 
about in this life. The ancient mystics of 
the Or.ient thought and taught that in order 
to actuallY gain these variouS spiritual ex­
periences one must infiict upon himself 
physical torture and go through many harsh 
and hard disciplines. For this reason they 
would often seclude themselves from the as­
sociation of their fellowmen for a stipulated 
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number of days never d . . 
Sitting silent, thinking allO~~g :nythmg but 
destiny of the soul T e Ime over the 
through which the init~aei~e ~re five stations 
-to reduce thefoo ust go, the first 
the amount of his . d, se,con~ to reduce 
and silent repeatin:leep't ~o SIt speechless 
these self-infiictions bonC~~eal: dPr~yers. By 
to rarify the spirit· t:h t ,~ y hey hoped 
this certain numb ' a y . the end of 
be filled with th ert of days, the heart would 
knowledge. onee o~easures of wisdom and 
schools once said: the leaders of these 

"0, thou man who t 
Strive that tho ar unaware! 
As 1 u mayest become aware 
path on: as thou hast not walked in th~ 
com~ ow. canst thou ever hope to be-

a gUIde. In the school of k 1 
edge and love and truth make th now -
effort that , ou an 
a teacher so~:c~ay fthou mayest become 
excess of' 1 o· '?oncentration and 

seep, ea'tmg and 1 . 
~~cofmforts .of this life have d~:~i~:~ 

eo reachmg the, Infinite Th 1 
way that thou canst reach thO . e on y 
thou wilt refuse these things IsT'~s wh~n 
~~~tc~notstgothbeYOnd the plan~ of~ua~e~ 

ou ever hope t ' 
Court of Truth ?" 0 reach the 

The ideal way to r h th' .. 
tion has ever been toeac lk ~s spIrItual sta-
cYf the 'MauEfestations 07~Od l~n~hethfooptsteps 
ets who ha r d e roph­
world. For v~nst:~'ce norm~l lives in this 
teach his A ' ChrIst was able to 
K' d postles such mysteries o.f th 

mg om, such divine truths that in a shor~ 
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· were enabled to travel 
space of tnne they planes and reach the , 
through all these seven , 
Go,d of Reality. ·th which we are 

What are the obstacl~s a:Istumbling blocks 
surrounded and that I ~~e the chains and fet­
in our way, or are 1 I? Everyone of us, 
ters aroun~ ?U~.::el~· can realize th:;t our 
thinking wIthIn 1 . these chains of ma­
souls are f~t.tere~ ~~t~ands and the feet .of 
terial condltlOns , ~ d ·th these matenal 
the spirit are. chaI~~ ,:a~es we leave them 
problems and In m ~e ,become accustomed 
chained so long ~;etse chains and fetters are 
to our slavery. s are creeds and 
superstitions, a~e dOg~a i~US and national 
greed, are racIal, rl~kIeg un' to the dust with 

. ' They are 1 . ·t preJUdIces. f the mirror of the Splf.I 
which the surface 0 l"ke unto the mud lU 
is covered. .They :~~ ~ird of the s'P~rit are 
which the WlUgS 0 e the soul IS sur· 
imprisoned. As long t:~ial conditions, with 
rounded with these u:a t s when that soul 
these defective att:Ibtu e '·th higher planes 

munIca e WI ld desires to con: that man who wou 
of life, he is lIke unto face of which is ,be­
take a mirror, the s,¥ expects the sun to be 
smeared with r.ust! an 1 its beauty and per· 
reflected therellll~n :~ature is like unto the 
fection . The wJor t Os the child in the womb 
fetus world: us a ot realize any of ~he 
of the mother does nt 'al world, likewIse, 
conditions ot the ma e~l of nature, as long 
we, living in .the ~om nvironment, canIl:0t 
as we live lll. thI~ure minds the bea1,Jtles 
clearly pict~re lUf the spiritual world. If 
and perfectlOnS 0 
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the mother is not careful about her move­
ments during the state of pregnancy, if she 
falls down the stairs or is seized with 
some unexplainable fear, the child is born 
into this world defective; in the same way, 
we, in the womb of nature, if we are not care­
[ul of the health of the spirit within us, then 
when we are ,born into the spiritual world, 
we carry with us all 'the inheritances we 
have acquired here, therefore the importap,ce 
of cleanliness, of purity, of spiritual hygiene. 
We, of course, do not want to convey the 
idea that once the soul has lo'st its chance 
in this world and has not equipped itself 
fully with all these spiritual characteristics, 
man will not have another chance in the oth­
er world, but the thought is this: JIe will re­
tard his own progress; he will be deprived 
of that rapid advancement in the Kingdom 
of God. Just as a man walking along a 
road, if he is physically normal, if none of 
his limbs are defective, he will reach hQs 
goal in a day or two, while a lame man or 
blind man may lose his way and be wander­
ing six months or a year before reaching his 
destination. 

The thinkers of all ages, no matter how 
far back you may go, have always either 
believed or disbelieved in the Immortality 
of the Soul, and those who did believe in it 
have had different schools. One of these 
schools believed in Reincarnation, the sec­
ond school were those people who believed 
that the soul will ascend from world to 
world, from star to star, always unfolding 
and expanding. One of the theories of t~e 
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ancient thinkers was this: That when a 
man dies and his body is returned to the 
material world, there it stays for 3223 years 
to go through various processes of forms 
and shapes until. the cells of that ,body have " 
actually journeyed through these various 
kingdoms, after which time they will all 
come together and the body thus formed 
ta~en possession of by the original soul. 
This was a beautiful hypothesis, a fine 
speculation which could not be proven by 
any valid argument. Why sh'Ould we not 
just as well believe that the body will go 
tlirough these various experiences in five 
thousand years. Another school believed in 
the retaliation or the law of compensation 
-As you sow, so you reap. You do not reap, 
they said, in the other world only, but you 
will reap here the result of your own deeds. 
Suppose I have robbed a bank-Well I may 
be punished, not exactly in this way or that, 
but I will be punished. Then again I may 
escape the law of the state entirely, however, 
sometime in my life II will be punished for 
this criminal act of mine, perhaps in some 
unexpected way and I may not realize that 
this is the "punishment for the act which I 
committed twenty "or twentY'five years ago. 
Now there is truth in this statement be­
.cause the consequences of our actions will 
follow us as our shadow; if we go to the 
~md of the earth they will come. They are 
the nemesis over our heads and some day, 
'Somehow, under strange and peculiarcir­
cumstances we will be punished for our 
crimes. The positive value, the spiritual 
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truth that is contained . 
schools with their ~n .all these various 
that man in this ph COJ?-fhlctlllg doctrines is: 
pure and heavenly l!tsI~a World must live a 
gain his reward whe:h III order that he may 
bther World and enteriner .'by gO.ing into the 
ences or whether he ~ IlltO hIg~er experi­
bOdies with greater ad e torn IlltO other 
part of their d . . van ages. The first 
~eligions and ' s~~~~~: ~~:c~:Pte? by all the 
Important part of it I at IS the most 
we read-"If y I" n the 'books of Moses 
enly life, then ~~u:vc~~l~o~~i/-ure and heav­
farms wEI 'become mor . ll~crease, your 
family will pIe e productIve and your 
aim of this te:se. yOU afterward." Now the 
so that man machIllg .was. the purity of life 
leave behind a ioos~ lIve III this World as to 
sequences. name and spiritual con-

In. t~e .writings of CUR-IST, we Similarly 
read. LIve a holy l·f· b 
ments of l.ove and ~ee~tl~n~~smy command_ 
may enter IlltO the Kingdom f so that you 
Again the aim is utTt . 0 my Father." 
shape our life here I ~h~:a~h that is, to so 
please us and reward . e people may 
Buddha strikes a grea~S w~th their prayers. 
When he says' ;'D and wonderful note 
g d S . 0 goo for the sake f 
?o. • hun evil because ·t. ." 0 

aIm here is . " I IS eVIl. The 
chastity and ~~~~fy sP~It~al life, sanctity, 
phet of Arabia says: ~'A~~~ed, the ~ro­
worthy manner, becau In a. praIse­
into Paradise. AVOid St~!h~~r10U .wIIl ~nter 
evil because you will go to hell~~nNlOnshIP of 

. ow what 
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is the aim of such a teaching ,but to live a 
good life here. The quintessence of all the 
teachings of these different prophets, there­
fore, was this very fact-to characterize our 
lives with the attributes of hOliness, sanc·, 
tity, of righteousness and rectitude. But 
often the people do not take the medicine 
that these Divine Physicians give them but 
go about talking about the station, the title 
and the position of this doctor or that doc­
tor forgetting the principal aim which iR 
the t aking of the medicine and recover,y 
from the disease. It is said that once in 
Perl?ia a man became very sick. They 
brought him a doctor. 'The doctor wrote 
the prescription and departed. The nurses 
were so concerned about the station of the 
doctor, whether he was this or that, whether 
they should give the medicine to the patient 
while lying down or sitting up that by the 
end of the controversy they found the pa­
tient had died. Therefore, you will readily 
realize that the spiritual value of all these 
teachings in regard to the Immortality of 
the Soul are summed up in the Holiness of 
Life here, in the practical appliance of the 
laws of holiness and sanctity and purity in 
this li fe, and once we have done this we are 
sure that God will take care of the rest of 
our affairs, whether it is 'bringing us back 
here or going on through stages of develop­
ment and into other spheres of progress. 

Abdul Baha, the great teacher of the 
Bahai Movement, who lives today in Haifa, 
Palestine, tells us that the time has come 
when me must lay aside all these ~rang-
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ling~ and controversies over the position and 
statIOn of our prophets and our messengers 
What does it matter whether my prophet i~ 
the Son of God and your prophet is the 
Brother of God; they may all be the Sons 
of God: but a~ long as we do not live in ac­
~ord WIth theIr teachings we are still living 
m the realm of the physical world. We must 
speak. less and act more; this will be our 
salvatIOn. 

This is the age in which we must make 
th.e utmost ·effort and exertion so. that the 
mmds !ll.ay become purified from all these 
superstitIOns and misconceptions; that 
knowledge and more knowledge may cover 
the earth; Unive,rsal Consciousness may be­
come the dominant influence of the poUcies 
of ~overnments and nations so that all these 
vanous. plan.es ~f the spirit may be experi­
ence? m thIS lIfe and on this plane thus 
makmg the world a Paradise and the in­
habitants thereof the Angels of Heaven. 

- -Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab. 

QUESTIONS 

Q. 1. Is Abdul Baha opposed to crema­
tion? 

A. The Manifestations of God have not ' 
come for the burning of the body or crema­
tion; they have come-to give life and life 
m~re. abundantlY.-All their teachings and 
!lnnciples .relate to life, but when the body 
IS dead, bemg composed of various elements 
one may dispose of that body according t~ 1> 
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the customs and manners of th~ nation i.n 
which they live. All the discusslOns of thIS 
afternoon revolved around the matter of de­
velopment of the life of man. Physically he 
is composed of various ingredien~s;. never­
theless he is all spirit. Each reIlglOn and 
nation has had different customs in re~ard 
to the body of the dead. In the ancIent 
days the Hindus burned the bodies. Some 
of them throw the bodies into the river; 
others such as the Zoroastrians placed them 
in the towers where the vultures came and 
in one hour ate the whole of the body after 
which they threw the bones in a· well. The 
Christians and the Jews and the. Moham­
medans inter them. So you see thIS matter 
is entirely dependent upon the customs ot 
the people rather than the laws of God and 
the religion of Truth. . 

Q. 2. Do we understand tha~ .when we 
lay aside this fleshy ,body the SPIrIt returJ?-s 
to the ,sun or does it continue to unfold m 
the Christian attributes? . 

A. There is one ladder WhICh has ~n m­
finite number of steps. One end of th~s lad­
der is on the physical plane, the other IS lost 
in the heavenly clouds, so that the s~ul as­
cends the steps of this ladder .31?cordmg t? 
those divine attributes and spIrItual quaIl­
:ies with which it surrounds itself here, but 
w'! must ,be very careful so that we m~y 
not break our limbs-that is cripple our spIr­
itual qualities-so that we maybe able to 
ascend the ladder very quickly. 

Q. 3. Has the Universal Language been 
decided upon? 

20 

A. The Universal Language is one of the 
prinCiples of the Bahai Movement. The 
Bahais, however, do not emphasize the fact 
which one of these languages should be Uni, 
versal, being aware of the 'jealousy and riv­
alry that exists ,between the different na­
tions, so that if the representatives of all 
the nations of the world come together and ' 
select one -of the present languages, we will 
be ' very happy to study it even if it is Chi­
nese, provided they will all agree and teach 
it to their children in the schools. If a Uni­
versal Language is taught in the schools, 
within the course of one-half century, we 
will be 31ble to communIcate with all in­
habitants of the globe. While there is a 
language called Esperanto, which is being 
studied increaSingJy and in large numbers, 
a language which has all the potentialities 
of universality, its universal use all de­
pends upon the future. 
• Q. 4. Is it Possible for man to live in 

this body indefinitely if he becomes spiritual 
enough? 

A. .No matter how much ,the bird longs 
to live in the cage, a day will come when 
he has to leave behind that little fleshy body 
of his and soar beyond the bars of the cage. 

Q. 5. How is it Possible for us to have 
life without some material manifestation. 
What evidence do we have that H really 
exists aside from these outward manifesta­
tions? 

A. You are thinking and speaking of the 
biological growth and progress of the physi­
cal life coming up through the mineral, 
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vegeJt3Jble and animal kingdom, but when 
you have reached the human kingdom you 
find the order 'Of pr'Ogress somelwhat ad­
vanced toward the ideal, the intellectual, 
'and, the intellectual reality, although having 
no tangible body, has existence which gives 
life. In this instance there are two exist­
ences, first the physical which is embodied 
in a material body and second the intellec­
tual-love, sympathy, knowledge""""they have 
no physical bodies. Like God, of which they 
are the attributes, they are invisible, intan­
gible and ennobled realities of life. The 
Spirit of wan belongs to this order. Now, 
how do you exist, how do you live? There 
are various theories thwt the more we dis­
cuss them the greater becomes Ithe confusion . 
of the mind and the principles over which 
we are controversing, so the sum-total 'Of 
the teachings of all these prophets was this 
-Men should concentrate their attention on 
th.e amelioration of their individual lives 
here, laying a spiritual foundation so that 
when they may ascend into another life they 
may be equipped with the proper provisions. 

22 

THIEJ BlAHA! REVELA TWN 

The B h . a ai revelation is not an organiza-

tion. The Bahai cause can never be CQn­

fined to an organization. The Bahai revela­

Non is the spirit 'Of this age. It is the essence 

of all the highest ideals of this century. The 
Bh' a al cause is an inclusive movement; the 

teachings of all reli&"ions and societies are 

found here. Christians, Jews, Buddhists, 

Mohammedans, Zoroastrians, Theosophists, 

Freemasons, ,Spiritualists, etc., find their 

highest a:~ms in this cause. Socialists and 

philosophers find their theories fully devel­
oped in this revelation. 

The cause of Baha 'a'llah' th 
IS e same as 

the cause of Christ. It is the same temple 

and the same foundation. In the coming of 

Christ the divine teachings were given in 

accordance with the infancy of the human 

race. The teachings of Baha'o'llah have the 

same basic principles, but are accordin'g toO 

the degree of !p.aturity of the world today 

and the requirements 'Of this illumined age. 

/ 
I 
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'l1HE BARtAI CAUSE 

The Bahai revelation, which had its rise 
in Persia in the year 1844, today has become 
known throughout the world. "It is not so 
much a new religion as Religion renewed 
and unified." . 

This unique movement for social and spir­
itual reconstruction was first centered in a 
radiant youth called the Bah, whose mission 
it was to procl£lim the coming of a great 
world messenger. Many European historians 
have described the wonderful charm of this 
pure· hearted hero of progressive religion, 
who was martyred in 1850 after six years 
of brilliant teaching. . 

Baha'o'Uah,* a P ersian noble, then appear­
ed as the one heralded by the Bab. He an­
nounced the dawn of a new age, an age when 
brotherhood and peace should cover the 
earth even a s the waters cover the sea. 
The principles he advocated, however, were 
too universal for the limited minds of his 
contemporaries. He and a few of his follow­
ers were driven by the reactionary powers 
of Persia into exile and prison, and at last, 
in 18'68, were immured in .the desolate bar­
racks of Akka in Syria. 

But the persecuUons of men cannot extin­
guish the light of God's holy spirit when it 
shines from the heart of his prohpets. From 
the "Most Great 'Prison" of Akka, Baha'o'llah 
spread his gospel of unity and love through­
out western Asia. In 1892, at the end of 
forty years of exile and imprisonment, he 
passed away, leaving his eldest son, Abdul 
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Baha, t as the appointed expounder of his 
~Cord and the Ipromulgator of his cause, the 

enter of the Covenaut." 

Un?er the ?"uidan"ce of Abdul Baha the 
~:~a!lfes~~~e has been carried to all lands 

re IglOns. It has bound Christia 
~nd Moha~edans, :Buddhists and Pars~s 
b~~~e~~go:~~~u~o~~Johathsee mostk spiritpai 

'ver nown 
of ~~~t B~~~:n b1ieve this !S the begin~ing 

. ge upon earth the age of 
ulllversal peace and love whe~ as Christ 
~oretold, men "shall come from the east and 
t~Om the west, and from the north and from 

e south, and shall sit · down in the k· 
dom of God." mg-

*ILit. "Glory of God." 
fLti. ' ~Servant of iBaha." 
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Twelve Basic Bahai 
Principles 

1. The oneness of mankind. 

2. IndependGnt investigation of truth. 

3. 'The ,foundation of all religions is one. 

4. Religion must be the cause of unity. 

5. Religion must be in accord with science 
and reason. 

6 . • Equality between men and women. 

7. Prejudice of all kinds must be forgo t­

ten. 

8. Universal peace. 

9. Universal education. 

10. Solution of the economic problem. 

11. An international auxiliary language. 

12. An international tribunal. 

T hese twelve b~siC Bahai principles were 
enunciated by Baha-o-llah over sixty year.s .ago 
and are to be found in his published wntlllgs 

of that time. 
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COMPILED FBOM THE WOBDS OF 
ABDUL BAHA 

1. THE ONENESS OF MANKIND 
Baha-o-llah addresses himself to the world 

of man saying, "Ye are all the leaves of one 
tree and the fruits of one arbor." That is, the 
world of existence is no other than one tree. 
and the nations or peojJles are like unto the 
different branches or limbs thereof, and human 
individuals are simJlar to the fruits and blos­
soms thereof . . . while in all past religious 
books and epistles, the world of humanity has 
been divided into two parts: one called the 
"people of the Hook," or the "pure tree," and 
the other, the " evil tree." One-half of the peo­
ple of the world wer~ looked upon as belong­
ing to the faithful, and the other as belonging 
to the irreligious and the infidel; one-half of 
the people were consigned to the mercy of the 
Creator, and the other half were considered as 
objects of the wrath of their Maker. But 
Baha-o-llah proclaimed the oneness of the 
world of humanity-he submerged all man­
kind in the sea of divine generosity. 

2. INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION 
OF TRUTH 

No man should follow blindly his ancestors 
and forefahters. Nay, each must see with his 
own eyes, hear with his own ears, and investi­
gate truth in order that he may find the Truth; 
whereas the religion of torefathers and ances­
tors is based upon blind imitation-man should 
investigate the tru th. 

3. THE FOUNDATION OF ALL 
RELIGIONS IS ONE 

The foundation underlying all the divine pre­
cepts is one reality. It must needs be reality, 
and reality is one, not multipl e. Therefore 
the foundation of the divine religions is one. 
But we can see that certain forms have come 
in, certain imitations of forms and cere'monials 
have crept in. They are heretical, they are 
accidental, because they differ: hence they 
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,cause differences among religions, But if we 
set aside these imitations and seek the reality 
()f the foundation we shall all agree, because 
religion is one and not multiple. 

4. RELIGION MUST BE THE CAUSE OF 
UNITY AMONG MANKIND 

Every religion is the greatest divine efful­
gence, the cause of life amongst men, the cause 
of the honor of humanity, and is productive of 
1ife everlasting amongst humanldnd. Religion 
is not for enmity or hatred. It is not for 
tyranny or injustice. If religion be the cause 
,of enmity and rancor, if it should prove the 
cause of alienating men, assuredly non-relig­
ion would be better. For religion and the 
teachings which appertain to it are as a course 
of treatment. What is the object of any course 
()f treatment? It is cure and healing. But if 
the outcome of a course of treatment should 
be productive of mere diagnosis and discussion 
of symptoms, the abolition of it is evidently 
preferable . In this sense, abandoning religion 
would be a step toward unity. 

5. RELIGION MUST BE IN ACCORD 
WITH SCIENCE AND REASON 

Religion must be reasonable; it must agree 
perfectly with science, so that science shall 
'Sanction religion and religion sanction science. 
The two must be brought together, indissolu­
bly, in reality. Down to the present day it has 
been customary for man to accept a thing be­
cause it was called religion, even though it 
were not in accord with human reason. 

6. EQUALITY BETWEEN MEN AND 
WOMEN 

This is peculiar to the teachings of Baha-o­
Uah, for all former religious systems placed 
men above women. Daughters and sons must 
follow the same form of study and the same 
education. Having one course of education 
promotes unity among mankind. 
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7. ABANDONMENT OF ALL 
PREJUDICE}S 

It is established that all the prophets of God 
have come to unite the children of men and not 
to dIsperse them, and to put in action the law 
of love and not enmity. Consequently we must 
thr,?w . aSIde all these prejudices,- the racial 
preJudI~e, the patri,?tic prejudice, the religious 
and polltlcal preJudIces. We must become the 
cause of unity of the human race. 

S. UNIVERSAL PEACE 
All men ,,:nd nations shall make peace. There 

shall be unIversal peace amongst governments, 
un Iversal peace amongst religions universal 
peace a~ongst races, universal pea~e amongst 
the denIzens of all regions. Today in the 
world of humanIty the most important matter 
IS the questIOn of unIversal peace. The real­
~~~tl~~~f this principle is the crying need of 

9. UNIVERSAL EDUCATION 
All mankind should partake of both knowl­

edge and educatIOn, and this partaking of 
knowled~e and ?f education is one of the 
ne~essltles of rellgIOn. The education of each 
ChIld IS obll~atory. If there are no parents, 
the communIty must look after the child. 

10. SOLUTION OF THE ECONOMIC 
PROBLEM 

No religious books of the past prophets 
speak of the economic question, while this 
problem has been thoroughly solved in the 
tea,chmgs of Baha-o-llah. . . . Certain regu­
latIOns are :evealed. which insure the welfare 
and well bemg of all humanity. Just as the 
rIch man enjoys his rest and his pleasures 
surrounded by luxuries, the poor man must 
llkewIse have a home, be provided with sus­
~enance, and not be in want. . . . Until this 
IS effe~ted happiness is impossible. An are 
equal m the estImation of God; their rights 
are one and there IS no distinction for any 
i}0o~.; all are protected beneath the justice of 
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11. AN INTERNATIONAL AUXILIARY 
LANGUAGE 

An international auxiliary language shall be 
adopted which shall be taught by all the 
schools aJ;ld academies of the world. A com­
mittee appointed by national bodies shall se­
lec t a suitable language to be used as a means 
of international communication, and that lan­
guaae shall be taught in all the schools of the 
world in order that everyone shall need but 
two languages, his national tongue and ~he In­
ternational auxiliary language. All WIll ac­
quire the international auxiliary language, 

1 2. AN INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL 

A universal tribunal under the power of 
God, under th e protection of all men, shal! be 
established. Each one must obey the deCISIOns 
of this tribunal, in o rder to arrange the dIffi­
culties of every nation. 

About fifty years ago Baha-o-llah command­
ed the people to establis h universal peace and 
summoned all the nations to the " divine ban­
quet o f international arbitration" so that t.he 
questions of boundaries, of national honor a:od 
property and of vital interes ts betwee'.1. na­
tions might be decided by an arbItral couet of 
justice. 

Remember, these precepts were given more 
than half a century ago. At that moment no 
one spoke of universa l peace, nor of ::tn;! of 
these principles; but Baha-o-llah proclauaed 
them to all the sovereigns of the world. . . 
They are the spirit of th is age, the light of 
this age; they are the w ell being of this age. 
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LECTURE 
Delivered by 

Prof. Jenabe Fazel 
Sunday, 8 p. m., January 30, 1921 

New Thought Auditorium 
Seattle, Wash., U. S. A. 

"THE CORRESPONDENCE OF $OIENCE 
AND REL1jGION." 

Truly voicing the sentiment of my heart, 
r must say that this evening of separation is 
very sad indeed for me, because during the 
last week ,I have been enjoying myself 
through your very high and spiritual asso­
ciation, learning from you tlhose beautiful 
laws of hospitality and loving kindness 
so characteristic of the American people. 

During the last nine months of my travels 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
United States, I have had the privilege of 
speaking before many New Thought Centers, 
and wherever 1 have entered these gather­
ings, I have found a new vibration of re­
ceptivity, a new heart of kindness, a new 
mind, a new vision; il have found 11 new life 
vibrating through each individual, an inter­
national mind, universal consciousness, al­
truism and spiritual susceptibility which lift 
man heavenward. It matters not where we 
find these noble sentiments and emotions, 
they are the uplifting attributes, of God. 
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What do we desire most in t,his age to ac­
complish? We desire the accomplishment 
of the oneness of the ,world of humanity. 
We desire the illumination of the hearts. 
We long for the expansion of the mind, for 
the development of those ecstatic and ar­
tistic emotions which elevate and ennoble 
the life ot man. All these we find in such 
progressive societies and movements as ·this 
New Thought Center; those societies that 
are humanitarian, philanthropic, those so­
cities who have no other aim but to allevi­
ate the sufferings of mankind, to release 
those inner forces which have been hidden 
for all the past ages. In fact the ideals 
and the aims propounded and taught by this 
Center are very similar to the thoughts and 
ideas taught and explained by the ancient 
mystic,s of Persia. Those who have fa­
miliarized themselves with the poetic gems 
of Hafiz, ,saadi and Masnavi, the three great 
stars in the poetic heaven ' of Persia, can 
bear testimony to the fact that the heavenly 
ideals ,propounded by these modern institu, 
tions have been fully explained and elucidat­
ed by those vision-revealed men centuries 
ago. 

In the world of humanity there has been 
always two classes of men who have served 
and uplifted their fellowmen. The men of 
Science-the inventors, the artists, the dis­
coverers and the philosophers have consti­
tuted the first. class. The Prophets-the 
teachers of morality, the propounders of 
ethical laws and ideas form the second class. 
The scientists and the ,philosophers have 
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freed the minds of men step by step' through 
the revelation of laws · of nature, through 
the discoveries of those inner forces which 
lie latent in the world, thus bringing into 
the arena of activity and usefulness those 
instruments and inventions which have 
facilitated our lives on this planet. It · is 
self evident that science has been . going 
through a period of evolution and has gone 
through many stages of development. The 
scientists and the philosophers had to suf­
fer for their ideas; they had to stand firm 
and steadfast on their convictions in order 
that the eyes and the ears of humanity 
might be opened and the hearts of men un­
locked. There was a time when the Ptolem­
ic system of astronomy was taught by all 
the thinkers of the age. They taught that 
this earth was the center of the universe; 
that the planets and the sun revolved 
around this globe of ours. They also taught 
that there were seven planets, each one 
within the other, like many circles. Today 
the Copernican system of astronomy has 
entirely exploded that hypothesis and has 
brought within our consciousness ~ a new 

' universe, the expanse of which is infinite, 
also a new stellar knowledge, the nUlilber 
of which is millions and billions. Again in 
the realm of physics, there was a time when 
the alchemists inculcated the principle of 
the four elements-the air, the earth, and 
water, etc. Today we have found each one 
of these supposed simple elements to be 
compo'sed of many other elements, so that 
the physicists point to us not four but sev-
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enty-four and many more to be discovered 
in the future_ Were it not for these mar­
velous changes in the domain of science and 
the realm of human thought, we would not 
have been ,where we are today_ The world 
would have been still in the period of sav­
agery and barbarism, and mankind ,would 
be in the grip of the savage forces of nature_ 

While these scientific transformations 
were going on, the religious world was un­
dergoing similar changes_ The prophets 
the messengers, the divine mouthpieces of 
God have been enlightening the world of 
morality, 'which is no less important than 
the advancement of the scientific world. In 
fact, ,science and Religion must go hand in 
hand. This is self evident. If we study 
care.fully the axiomatic fads of the prophets, 
not the interpretations of the people, com­
paring their teachings with the axioms of 
the scientists of any age, you will invariably 
find that they correspond. 'There is not one 
iota of difference. Science and Religion are 
like unto two hands which from time im­
memorial have been carrying the burden of 
civilization; they have been the instruments 
of enlightenment of the mind and the heart 
of. I?an. Religi?n without ,science is super­
strtlOn, . and ,ScIence without Religion is a 
soulless automatic machine. If- we have 
~ci~nc~ w.ithout the dynamic force of Religion, 
It IS SImIlar unto a beautiful and handsome 
body which has been adorned with all kinds 
of jewels and gems" but in it there is no 
life. Science without the impulse, without ' 
the stimuli of Religious feelings will bring 
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upon the head of humanity all kinds of 
calamity, destruction and war. Just look 
upon the last war; how much scientific skill 
and genius went into the inventions of dead­
lyand infernal machines conducive only to 
the destruction of humanity. Science with­
out · Religion brings upon us all kinds of 
strife and teaches our children a kind of 
soldier-like patriotism that is not in the least 
constructive.. They are taught to look upon 
their own nation as the most superior, the 
most perfect and the most enlightened, 
while all other races are looked upon as in­
ferior and half civilized. Science of this 
kind is detrimental and has no spiritual 
efficacy in it whatsoever. Again Religion 
without the aid of Science is like a beautiful 
soul clothed with all Kinds of tattered gar­
ments. No class of people would like to 
have anything to do with this kind of Re­
ligion, a religion without the enlightening 
infiuence of reason, ,because such religion 
unaided by !Science and scientific minds be­
comes mere creeds" theologies and meta­
physics. It wa~ possible in the ,past ages 
to teach a kind of Religion which inculcated 
the fear of Hell and a hope of Paradise, but 
today ·we cannot teach such theories. This 
is the age of scientific ·discoveries and to be 
sure the home or the foundation of such 
erroneous teaching is completely under­
mined and demolished. 

The children of men, today, in their 
courses of study, learn the lessons of 
astronomy and come to realize that this 
earth is not the result of seven days' crea-
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tion; that even one of these so-called very 
small stars is· greater by millions of times 
than our little planet. How can we then 
as parents teach them those old ideas reo 
garding heaven and hell? It is impossible, 
because we ' cannot show them the locality 
of these places. It is a well known fact that 
the life of man is dependent upon Religion; 
that he 'could not exist without the environ­
ment of an uplifting belief in .a higher and 
more spiritual power than himself. The 
world of humanity without Religion is a 
soul1ess temple; life is full of darkness and 
of no effect whatsoever. Hence we are in 
need of a type of Religion in this age which 
may inspire Science and a Science that may 
aid Religion. A Religion, all the principles 
and elements of which may correspond with 
reason, with intellect; a Religion that will 
not have one single belief that 'Science can 
contradict. It is not at all necessary to 
bring into the world a new .Religion to trans­
plant the older forms of belief, but it is 
necessary to purify those older ·beliefs from 
their ancestral traditions and creeds, their 
formulisms and various rites. If we can 
accomplish this and take the quintessence 
of the teachings of the founders, bringing 
them together into one harmonious whole 
filled with the spirit of God, with the love 
of God, then we will have that Universal 
Religion for which we have been ,praying 
and striving. 

The Religions of the world today are 
similar unto ml'rrors, the surfaces of which 
are covered with dust and rust. The thing 
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we need to do is to secure a divine polisher 
that he may come and use his spiritual 
polish and deanse these mirrors from the 
dust of superstition and tradition, dogmas 
and creeds, after which they will -shine radi­
antly and with the utmost clearness and 
beauty. The various Religions are also 
similar unto the spring which gushes forth 
out of the rock. As the water leaves its 
source and murmurs down the mountain 
slope, it is dear and limpid, but as it goes 
along the desert, it carries with it the mud 
and the sand, thus by the time it reaches 
the mouth of the river, it is no more that 
limpid pure water, but fiowing mud. There· 
fore, we must find a kind of machinery that 
will cleanse this water, making it palatable 
and pure. 

Baha'o'llah rendered this service seventy 
years ago. He came into a world filled with 
wars, dissensions and strifes. He realized 
that all the Religions had gone a-stray; they 
had lost all meaning of the teachings of 
the original founders. He immediately be­
gan his work of cleansing the surface of 
the mirrors and to purify the muddy waters 
of these different Religions. He did this in 
suchan efficient manner, in such a God-like 
manner, that the religionists of today have 
found the 'true, the basic principles of their 
founders' and have ,become unified and 
agreed around one common center. Through 
the interpretation of the symbolical, the 
metaphorical and miraculous ,statements of 
the various prophets in the many religious 
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books, he has been able to accomplish this 
great work. Related in the various sacred 
books of these many religions are instances 
which are ·wholly unscientific. They are not 
only unreasonabJe, but they are against the 
visible senses, against' tangible perception; 
so with his explanation of these symbolical 
statements, a new door of knowledge has 
been opened before the eyes of men, and all 
of these sayings have ,become intelligible 
and understandable to the followers. For 
instance, from the outward te.xt of Genesis 
the orthodox man raises the question of cre: ' 
ation and concludes that this world was 
created out of nothing; that the world was 
created six thousand years ago, and that 
before the 'beginning of this creation God 
was sitting idle upon his throne with noth­
ing especially to do. Suddenly it came to 
the mind of God that he might create a 
globe, then he would create as the noble 
Lord and , Master of his Creation~Man. 
Now, what kind of reason and science could 
accept such an erroneous theory? A Creator 
without a Creation is similar unto a presi­
dent without authority, without an army, 
a navy and without a United States to rule_ 
Can you conceive of such a president? Now 
just as light and heat are the indispensabl~ 
qualities of the sun, and we cannot think of 
the sun without these emanations, likewise 
the power of creation is inherent and has 
ever been indispensable of the Creator. Not 
only the Creator is an·cient and without be­
ginning, but Creation is likewise ancient 
and without beginning. The only thing that 
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we can say is that there are many changes 
ip. forms, but not in substance. 

Another phase of this theory comes in 
the idea of resurrection; that is at the con­
summation of the ages, a day ,will come 
when IGod will really regret that he ever 
created such a world and will decide to 
bring it to an end, after which time he will 
bring all mankind out of their tombs and 
sitting on a throne of judgment will judge 
them according to his laws. Now, regarding 
this Baha'o'llah says: All these things are 
written symbolically and have a spiritual 
meaning. The statement made in the Gospel 
by Jesus Christ that a day will come when 
the sun shall be darkened, the moon shall 
not give her light and the stars will fall 
down from heaven, according to the inter­
pretation of the Bahais these are all sym­
bolical sayings which have spiritual ideals 

... which will be fulfilled in this age. Christ 
did not mean that these phenomenal worlds 
would be entirely destroyed, because if the 
sun became darkened, for even two or three 
days the world would be thrown into such 
an upheavel that we would not know where 
we were, and should the stars fall from 
heaven, the earth having been destroyed, 
where will they fall and where will we 
be at that time. Nay, rather he meant 
that at the end of the time - meaning 
the end of the 'Ohristian dispensation 
-great changes will transpire in the 
moral and spiritual 'World. Just as the 
life of this material world is dependent 
upon the light of the sun, likewise the light 

39 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2024



of the spiritual world, the moral world, the 
ethical world an(l the world of Religion i~ 
dependent upon moral laws. Christ says a 
day will come when ·there will be so much 
materialism, so much agnostiCism that the 
sun of Religion will ,be darkened and. will 
give no more light. Are not we living in 
such a day? What was this great war but 
the materialism of the day when the people 
of the earth turned away from grace, from 
God and his principles? Through these 
darknesses, these tribulations and these 
sufferings the religions of the world have 
been gOing for the last one hundred and fifty 
years. After these prophecies Christ says, 
"When all these things shall come to pass, 
then will ,I come down from heaven riding 
on the clouds." Now, should we take this 
literally that Christ will come down from 
heaven riding on douds of Glory surrounded 
by Angels? Must this phenomenal event 
literally take place before he can claim the 
confidence and belief of his people? It is 
indeed one of the finest .plays that you can 
conceive in your mind of imagination, and 
yet God is not a theatrical manager. How­
ever, this saying has -its divine and more 
spiritual meaning. It ' means that when all 
these dark conditions become prevalent in 
the world, then again the stars of His teach­
ings, the beauty of the prinoiples of His life 
will be revealed to men; that they will come 
do-wn from heaven, from the heaven of di­
vine will; frolIl the heaven of spiritual con­
sciousness, from the heaven of exaltation 
and the Kingdom of God. The Angels are 
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the spiritual forces which will come in this 
age. They are going to help us to help 
human'ity -carry this burden of Civilization; 
to establish in the heart of men the ideals 
of peace, unity and oneness, realizing that 
the universal consciousness of Christ is with 
us. Once realizing that all these Angels, 
these spiritual forces are surrounding us, 
no amount of obstacles and difficulties will 
discourage us. Hence we are living at the 
dawn of that day of millenium in which the 
Universal consciousness of Christ has 
dawned and all these spiritual forces and 
the Angels of the Kingdom are helping to 
further and to establish the Kingdom of God 
in the hearts of the children of men. Al­
though looking around the world we cannot 
find these Angel(l with wings and white 
feathers, we can look 'into the hearts of men, 
into the consciousness of ,the peop!e; it is 
there we see the heavenly Angels dweHing_ 
There in the service of humanity they sing 
their songs of Peace and Good Will toward 
all Men. Therefore, we are truly privileged 
to know that we are existing in the day . 
which was foretold by Christ when through 
these mysteries, through these symbolical 
sayJings he unfolded a panorama of the per-

. fections of men, a vista through which we 
can see the future virtues of the world 
growing. 

,By resurrection he means the resurrec­
tion of these dead souls from the -tomhs of 
materialism, negligence and unawareness. 
A man who is devoid of spirituality, of holi­
ness of life and of divine vision is dead; lle 
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is an animal and not a spiritual ,Son of God. 
But when his vision is opened; 'when he is 
characterized by divine attributes and his 
life regenerated and transformed, he comes 
out of the tomb of self and is resurrected. 
When this quickening takes ,place, thousands 
of dead people-dead in consciousness-may 
be walking around him. He maybe the 
only living soul among them, because the 
breath of life has dawned from his heart. 

Baha'o'llah has taken these symbolical 
writings 'of the sacred boks of the seven 
great religions 'and one after another has 
explained and interpreted them in such a 
manner that every intelligent man, even an 
atheist, can believe it. That is why in the 
Bahai movement you will find the perfect 
correspondence of religious ideas with sci· 
entific principles, and in this manner we 
have for the first time in the world, a human, 
social and spiritual religion which showers 
its blessings both upon the products of the 
intellect and upon the emotions of the heart. 
Baha'o'llah said the world of humanity in 
this age must fly with two wings. Look 
'upon the world of humanity as a bird. One 
wing is scientific knowledge; the other is 
religious wisdom. One must help the other, . 
for if one ,wing is clipped and is weakened, 
the bird cannot soar toward the summit of 
divine and human perfection. In our schools 
and colleges, we must teach both IScience 
and lReligion, so that the character of the 
children may be developed along moral and 
ethical lines and at the same time they must 
·be given practical, effi·cient and scientific 
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training. The followers of the Bahai Move· 
ment, through the instruction of Baha:o'lla~, 
have found that it is possible to have III thIS 
age a Universal Religion which is ·scientific, 
and humanitarian, ·the aims ,and object of 
which are for the betterment of both do· 
mains. 

-Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab. 
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LECTURE 
Delivered by 

Prof. Jenabe Fazel 
Business Men's Club 

Wednesday, 12 noon, F'ebruary 10, 1921 
Portland, Ore. 

"THE 'MASTER KEY OF ISUCOEISS" 

It .gives us the greatest pleasure and joy 
to have this opportunity of addressing you 
in this beautifulgathning and bring to you 
the news of some of the things so vital to 
mankind which are transpiring in the Orient 
today. 

It was well said by the speaker that Persia 
has been the cradle of the ancient civiliza­
tion; that the ethical and poetical thoughts 
of the writers and sages of that country 
have held always a fascination and a chal'lIl 
for those who are the students of literature. 
In studying the peoples and the literature 
of 'Persia written nearly one thousand years 
ago, you will find such freshness of ex­
pression, such vivacit'y of thought, that the 
reader might ,conclude that the writers of 
that time arecontem:poraneous with those 
of today. Most of you naturally are familiar 
with the poet of Persia called Omar Khayam, 
that pes.simisticagnostic and yet happy-go­
lucky being who struck a note of sympathy 
in the hearts of the Western readers. We 
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have also greater poets of Persia such as 
Hafez, the greatest lyric poet of the world, 
likewise Masnayi, the great mystic poet. 
Their writings, their epigrams and their 
literary thoughts convey to us the Master 
Key of Success and Prosperity in all the 
phases of human life. .Sadee, who lived one 
hundred and twenty years and traveled for 
forty years throughout the then known parts 
of the world, says: "The individuals of man­
kind are the members and the limbs of one 
body, ibecause ,creationally they are created 
from the same elements. When one limb 
of this great body of humanity suffers aU 
the other members and organs automaUcally 
suffer. Thoil who art unaware of the suffer­
ings and the vicissitudes of the rest of the 
world, it is not worthy to ,call thyself a 
man. From the text book of Truth I read 
to thee some of the signs of success, pros­
perity, joy and generosity : "Be thou not 

' less than the fruitful tree, because whoso­
ever striketh that tree with a stone it gives 
back the fruits. Be thou like unto the mine 
so that when the surfa:ce of the mine is 
scratched it gives back jewels and gems." 

From a philosophical standpoint, if we 
look upon the world of humanity today with 
aU its interlocking civilized systems, we 
realize that this world has become like unto 
one single body and the children of men 
have become the limbs and organs of this 
great social organization. Just as the body 
is composed of various organs~the eyes, 
the eyebrows, the hands, the ears and the 
feet, likewise this great body poliUc, this 
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~eat world of humanity is composed of 
ma~y,-- different professions, trades, arts and 
varlOu.s--exl2ress,ions of life and activity. 
Now, masmuch as the one spirit rules and 
dominates the body of man in order to make 
that body wholesome and successful, simi­
larly one 'Universal spirit of unselfishness 
and non-egotistical desires must dominate 
the body of the state, ·of the nation and of 
the world in order to a'chieve success and 
prosperity. 

Three rules dominate the physical life of 
man:-First, ac,tivity of all of the limbs and 
org~ns ·of the body; second, a unified, co­
ordmated life of all the organs and third 
reciprocity and co-olleration. As long a~ 
these three rules have the ullller hand in the 
body of man, man is healthy and well but 
no so~ner there is discord and lack of co­
oper'atlon, he becomes ill. 'Dhe same rules 
c~n be aplllied psychologically to human so­
CIety; ':'lthout work, unity and co-operation 
the~e wIll ~e no success in any llhase of our 
socIal, national or international life. These 
three rules are not only whispered into our 
~ars by th.e small voice within-what we call 
m the Onent the inner savior of man but 
by their conditions surrounding him as 'well. 
lYfan, however, is saved through the admoni­
tions. ~.f the inner savIor and not by the outer 
condItions of the world, the outer savior_ All 
the llrophets and messengers of humanity 
have emphasized tha:t activity union and 
co-operation will unalterably lead to success 
llrosllerity and the expansion of the mind 
and heart. Be'cause of different kinds of 
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superstition and imagination of men in dif­
ferent ages and cycles, the human and so­
cial ·bodies have been disorganized. Racial, 
national and religious prejudices have al­
ways swayed the minds of men and turned 
them into Ibeasts of prey instead of 
Angels of Light. Why do we say that these 
prejudices are hindering the success and 
progress of man? It is be'cause the inner 
savior tells us- that they are 'llure super­
stition; that man.is one race; that humanity 
is on~ family; that the world is one home 
and that a:ll these higher international 
ideals that have come into the consciousness 
of men in the last few years have been the 
eternal verities from the dawn of creation. 

The country 9f Persia has always llro­
duced great minds in various fields of 
thought. Seventy years ago there appeared 
in tha t country a great teacher by the name 
of Baha'o'llah who has been eXllressing 
these principles of a,etion, of union and co­
operation-those principles which ultimate­
ly will lead to Univ'ersal success. Baha'o'llah 
came from the Royal Family of Persia, but 
beoause he held and advocated these great 
ideals of international ,co-operation, he was 
persecuted and banished by the people of his 
country. However, with a power that was 
divine and a great s'piritual force within, he 
began the spread of his teachings. He work­
ed among the pEl-o ple, teaching them these 
higher laws of a new humanity. He gave 
the people of the Orient many keys with 
which they might unlock the hearts of the 
people. The first key was the realization 

47 
©Afnan Library Trust, 2024



~ that the people of the world are one family. 
I ~;taught them the oneness of the world 

of hlIIl'ill.njJy. The second key was that in 
order to aC1rie:v-e Universal suc,cess, all the 
religions of the past must realize that their 
founders have been the divine and ins'pired 
messengers of God; that their ethical and 
moral principles have been identical; that 
these various founders have come to unify 
and to uplift humanity ra:ther than raise 
walls and stir up strife and sedition-that ' 
with this great key, the followers of 
Baha'o'llah were able to unite the antago­
nistic people of the East so that thousands 
upon thousands of them have become as 
brothers and sisters while formerly they 
thirsted for the blood of each other. The 
third key was the estaJblishment of the 
Parliament of Man, the Federation of the 
World which he gave, saying: "The time 
has arrived when humanity 'must set aside 
the instruments of savagery and barbarism 
and unite in one great 'commonwealth, thus 
founding a United 'States of the World." 
The fourth key was the founding of :m in­
ternational auxiliary language by which all 
the people of the world may be able in the 
future to speak with each other, thus doing 
away with all the misunderstandings which 
have hitherto resulted from the lack of a 
common vehicle of expression. Ninety per 
cent of all the misunderstandings which 
have ,come among the people of the world 
owe their origin to this one barrier-the 
lack ,of a Universal language, thus the 
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strangeness and differences have been in-
tensified. . 

A little while a:go when I was in Syrm:-
and ,Syria is a ,country in which yOU WIll 
find all the languages of the world spokem­
a Turk and an Arab were fighting with each 
other hand and 'fist. A man went f'Orwal"d 
and as1koed them: "Why do you fight?" The 
Turk said, "This Arab called me a bear. -I 
am not a bear; ,I am a man." 'I turn~d to the 
Arab and said: "Why do you call thIS ~an a 
bear?" He replied, "I did not ca~l hIm ~ 
bear. I ,called him the apple of mme ey.e. 
So you see, in Arabic the word expressmg 
"The ap'ple of mine eye" w.as t~e same a~ 
the one in Turkish expressmg The bear, 
and these men had misunderstood each oth­
er because of the vast difference in the mean-
ing of their languages. . . 

S.o the great teacher, A'bdul Baha, hvmg 
on the slope of Mount Carmel, brought to 
the people of the world many masterk~Ys 
with which they might be a'ble to estabhsh 
Universal success and prosperity in their 
homes, in the nations and in 'the world. 
These p'rejudices which have kept the na­
tions apart have lead to many wars. To 
illustrate this more ,clearly, I will tell Y'Ou 
another story. There was a Mohammedan 
priest very ill, in fact, he was on the ~ed 
of death and his life was only a questlOn 
of a few hours. His family summoned a 
Christian physician. When this MohaI?-­
medan priest opened his eyes and saw thIS 
strange man, he asked: "Why have you 
brought this person here?" They answered: 
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"He is a very learned and skilled doctor 
'" and will be a,ble to heal you.' 'The patient 
~ngrily said, "Are you not aware if I take 

t edicine of this infidel, this Christian, I 
will go . ctly to hell?" The physician, 
not understan l~asked them to interpret 
the words of the patient. They gave him 
the translation 'of the priest's. remark. The 
physician answered: "Well, whether Dr not 
h'e takes the medicine, he will go to hell 
anyhow; but if .he takes the medicine he 
will go there a little later." 

Consequently the three keys that lead in­
variably to success and which have been in­
augurated by Baha'o'llah in the Orient are: 
First, action. We must be active, moving; 
never stationary. Second, Union-Union ,of 
all our forces of good and not evil; and, 
third, Co-operation and reciprocity of all the 
members of various phases and departments 
of life. . 

This is the scintillating dawn of a new 
age. People of the wDrld, whether in the 
Orient or in tbe Oocident, are thrilled 
through and through with the dreams of this 
new age; they are talking about it; they are 
reading about it in their various books and 
magazines. We must bring these thoughts 
and ideals within our consciousness so that 
the Master Key of Action, or Union and 
Oneness may make this world ,one home, the 
religions of the world one Religion, the na­
tions of the world one nation; the races 01' 
the wDrld one race; that we may have ,one 
God, one shepherd and one flock. 
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LECTURE 
Delivered by 

Prof. Jenabe Fazel 
Thursday, 2 p. m., February 10, 1921 

Men's Resort 
Portland, Oregon 

"UNrVERSAL BRiOTHERHOOD." 

We have traveled over many seas and 
lands coming from the far-off country of 
persi~, and from the people of that country, 
we have brought for you rth~ message of 
love, friendship and co-operatIOn.. . 

Praise be to God! We have arnved m.an 
age in which the means of .trans~ortatIOn 
have been so facilitated by mv~ntIOn that 
the world has become as one neIghborhood. 
Were it not for rtheconstant endeavor of t1l:e 
many inventive minds of the past age, ~t 
wDuld have ,been impossible toco~e to t1l:1S 
country. ' Amid the dangers and dIfficult Cl:­
cumstances of travel in the middle a!?es, It 
would have been impossible for a PerSIan to 
leave his home and travel over so many des­
erts lofty mountains, the great seas and 
oce~ns that separate our land from yp~rs. 
Today the two ends of the ,earth are umted 
by railroads, steamships and te~egrap1l:' 

All these inventions and dlscovene~ -of 
the last two centuries recall to our mm.ds 
the great fact of the teachings OL Chnst 
and his injunction upon us that we must 
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~ray so that His Kingdom may be estab­
hshed upon the earth; that the millenium 
of " peace and brotherhood may dawn; that 
all t:lrestL names and superficiaUties ma,y ,be 
removed f~m--()!l r.. midst and that the world 
of humamty may become like unto two 
~ands-the ,East and _ the West--'Co-operating 
m the exchange of Ideas of civilization as 
well as material goods and commodities_ 

!here are certain natural conditions in 
thIs world . !that are unaLterable_ For ex­
ample, when a child is 'born, he grows from 
the stage of infancy to adolescence, then he 
rea!"hes _ the_ s~age of maturity ,or manhood 
Whl~h IS h~e s climax, after which comes 
declme, _ a tIme 'Yhen man is subjected to 
~any dIseases, and as a result of his own 
l~nor~nce or carelessness, he may shorten 
hIS hfe upon this earth plane. These are 
natyral conditions of the material plane to 
Whl~ch people of the world have always been 
subJected. For instance, one person is con­
stitutionally strong and anot·her man is 
weak; one is short and a second is ·very tall 
and a fourth is stout and obese. These are 
~ot the thi~gs thart; we must make the sub­
Ject of dIscussion, division and strife 
Again, one is black and the other is white: 
one is yellow and another red. These ar~ 
natural laws which exist even in the vege­
table and animal kingdom, and they do not 
make them the subject of strife. Neither 
::re :these things based upon the law of in. 
JustIce; they are all based upon the con. 
summa.ted laws of creation. Just as in the 
formatIOn of the body of the child, these ele-. 
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ments have gone into -the make·up of various 
parts and organs; they have ,constituted -the 
eyes or the ears, !the hands and the fellt_ 
Now, each 'one of these organs has its own 
duty to perform and each one has a special 
responsibility to assume; they are not de­
pendent, but interdependent each one upon 
the other, thus qualifying them to carry out 
the plan of thebody---<the scheme of ,crea­
tion. 

Perhaps you have heard or read the story 
of the life of Buddha, the prophet of India. 
It is said that he was' the descendant of the 
family of the kings of that country and his 
father was very anxious that he be brought 
up without looking upon the ailments and in­
firmities of life, so he compelled him to live 
in a great and 'beautiful palace, surrounded 
with gorgeous gardens, innumera;ble ser­
vants and all kinds of maidens, beautiful to 
behold, giving to him as wife a most won­
derful woman, the perfection of creation_ 
Buddha, becoming tired of all these things, 
said: "I want to go and see the world." 
He bade good-bye to his child and wife, and 
started on his journey. The first thing that 
he encountered along the road was an old 
man. So decrepit and feeble was he, that 
the young man comp'aring this old man with 
the youth and agility of himself, began to 
ask, "What can be the cause of this coridi­
tion-thlis old age?" In deep !thought he 
went on his way. -Soon he looked up to see 
a man lying on the ground. As he neared 
this human object he observed that he was 
ill and crying. Again he asked himself the 
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reason for this ill health. As he journeyed 
"~n he saw many people crying and weeping. 

In-!:ont of them was being drawn a hearse, 
and when he enquired the meaning of this, 
they told him that .the man had died and 
that they were on the way to inter the ·body 
in the cemetery. This disturbed the young 
man very much; he could not fathom these 
ups and downs .of life. All these sights 
grieved lLim to such an extent that he de­
cided to travel around the world in search 
of a remedy for these ills. He would find 
eternal youth and return to give it to all of 
humanity that no one may lose their sight; 
that no one may become deaf; that every­
one may keep his YQuth, his beauty and 
strength and live forever. After a search 'Of 
many years, meeting many masters and 
many teachers and speaking with great 
philosQphers and thinkers, he came to the 
conclusion that these very events are the 
unalterable laws of nature; that evrey birth 
is succeeded by death; every youth is fol­
lowed by 'Old age; every beauty must give 
place to wrinkled faces and foreheads. He 
realized that were it not ·for these laws, 
instituted Iby' God himself from the begin­
ning of creation, the w.orld could not be 
renovated, could not be changed, and fhat~ 
by this time it would have ,been filled with 
a race ' of greedy people, thinkling only of 
the perfection of themselves and their quali­
ties. Then the thought came to his mind­
HQW are we going to do away with sorrow 
and pain; how are we going to do away with 
the suffering of humanity, because wherever 
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there is man, these suffeI1ings and pains fol­
low him as his shadow? Finally the revela­
tion came to him that in the heart of man 
there must be founded a pala;ce of happi­
ness and eternal JOY; a palace of eternal 
life which is nQt subject to destruction. He 
said to himself: "When we build, when we 
lay the foundation of this palace within our 
hearts then our ·outwardcircumstances will 
not affect our life and our equanimity of 
temperament. This happiness is an intan­
gible effervescent beauty; it is within n;tan. 
It is created in the heart 'Of man and IS a 
spiritual essence; SQ that .when we get. hold 
of it, if we are rich, we are happy; If we 
are po 'Or, we are happy; if we are healthy, 
we are JOYQUS, and if we are suffe~tng fro.m 
certain pain, again that inner happmess WIll 
keep us balanced and equi-poised. 

From the human standpoint it is evident 
that the wealthy men 'Of the world are the 
'Ones which have least time to think, less 
time tQ give tQ the development of the eter­
nal reality within them and they are always 
harrQwed and followed by the nightmare of 
losing what they have gained whether it be 
by prQper .or imprQper means. A .dch. man 
was lying on the bed 'Of death. HIS fnends 
arQund him began to cry and hopelessly la­
ment. 'Some one asked him, "What is your 
last hQpe and desire?" He said: "My only 
hope and greatest desire is that I could have 
died 'PQor." They 10Qked at lJIim in aston­
ishment and said: "How is this? Here you 
are living in a magnificent pala;ce; you are 
surrounded with luxury, servants and maids, 
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everything that could make man happy?" 
He said, "This is just what is worrying me. 
r cannot afford to leave these people here 
with all this wealth and luxury when I must 

. go under the ground. When I think of it, I 
shudder with fear. Now, if I were poor, I 
would not have any 01 these agonizin1g ter­
rors attacking me. I would know peace and 
happiness, know.ing that I am now going to 
my eternal rest." 

There is also another very interesting 
story about Alexander the Great which illu­
strates 'the folly of riches. You will remem­
ber how he conquered the whole Asiatic 
world, how he went into Persia and India 
with his invincible legions. When he died 
at the ;tge of thirty-two, having brought 
under his power all these Oriental countries, 
he should have been one of the happiest of 
men. However, when 'he wrote his last will 
he requested that when his body was placed 
in the hearse and taken to the cemetery for 
interment that h-is hands be left out in order 
that everyone might see them. Now, his 
friends and courtiers thought this a very 
strange request and could not understand 
it, ,but one of the philosophers of his court 
interpreted his wish, saying: "Alexander 
the Great wanted to show the ~ollowness of 
thIs world; the sham and hypocrisy of mak. 
ing 'conquest and wealth. He wanted to con­
vey to the minds of men that although he 
had attained to all of these things, now, he 
must go to his tomb with empty hands." 

In another short story r will illustrate to 
you the horrors that accompany the waking 
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and sleeping thoughts of the man of riches. 
One of the great .Sultans of 'Turkey had built 
for himself a great and beautiful palace over­
looking the sea of Marmora, and in the 
summer he would spend his time there look­
ing over the ,beautiful waters. One evening 
as he sat enjoying this gorgeous scene of 
nature he saw thousands and thousands of 
gondolas streaming in and out of the har­
bors. Looking down over this long row of 
small vessels he saw one of the sailoTs look­
ing up, and seeing the king, he began to 
curse him, saying "Look 'at this man! He 
has accumulated all the wealth of the coun· 
try and is living at peace and rest here in 
this magnificent palace while I have to 
work for my family from early morn until 
late evening." The king hearing these in· 
solent r emarks sent one of his chamberlains 
to bring this . young man to his home. In 
the evening the sailor was brought to the 
palace of the king without the knowledge 
of where he was going. The king had or· 
dered his courtiers to spread before this 
young man one of the most sumptuous din­
ners, to have for him the gayest dances, in ' 
s.liort, prepare for him an Oriental banquet 
the equal of which his imanigation had 
never conceived. So when this sailor was 
brought into the palace he saw a fairyland 
and all the people were bowing down before 
him in such a manner that he felt as though 
he had been actually transformed into the 
Sultan of jjhe Empire. After midnight they 
took him into his bed·chamber where the 
king ha.d commanded that under the pillows, 
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the mattresses and the sheets they . spread 
many needles. When the young- man went 
to his bed, no sooner had he laid down, 
already dreaming of a night of peaceful 
sleeping in his downy haven, than the 
needles began to .,pierce him, causing him 
much discomfort. There was no place of 
comfort in this bed, for no matter what direc­
tion he turned the needles pierced him and 
gave him pain. All night he could not sleep. 
In the morning when he arose and descend­
ed into the parlor, the king greeted him 
saying: "How are you? Did you enjoy 
your feast and did you rest well? I hope 
you will be happy. Would you like to have 
the same kind of life always?" The young 
man replied: "No, indeed, I do not ' want 
this kind of life any more. I shall always 
want to work and labor and gain my . livli­
hood. Nevermore will I long for such a 
life." The 'king then said to him. "Did you 
see that the first part of the feast was ! one 
side of a king's life, all that is beautif ul 
and pleasing in li'fe. The second part-the 
night and your sleep-represented the por­
tion of a king's life that is unpleasant and 
bitter. The needles that were in your bed 
are the needles of unpleasant thoughts; they 
are thoughts of worry and trouble, and 
when a king lies down in his bed they crowd 
upon him in such a manner that ·there is 
no way of escaJPe. He is constantly at­
tacked by these thoughts and cannot know 
peaceful ' sleep." 

So you see, although there are people who 
have not all the means of life, spiritually 
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and intellectually ,they are the free men of 
the earth. The aim of the prophets and their 
teachings of the past has been to establish 
an equality of r.ights so that these extreme 
points o~ poverty and wealth may be elim­
inwted; that each soul, according to his 
merits and talent, may receive enough of the 
social income to enable him to live comfort­
ably; to protect his family, educate his ·chil­
dren and leave behind a good name, which 
is better than all the wealth of tJ.!,e world. 

There are two objects intended by all the 
reformers: First, ,to make this world a 
happy world; to establish such equalized re­
lationship between capital and labor, be­
tween t he employees and the employers 
that they may . live together as the happy 
children of one family, each co-operating 
with the other, each thinking to protect the 
rights of the other. Second, to create a 
paradise within, a heaven within the soul 
of man, that if sometime through adverse 
circumstances he is attacked by forces of 
darkness, of injustice and tyranny,. he may 
be able to rely on that spiritual power with­
in to overcome the storm and rise again oJ! 
the crest of the waves, stronger, more pow­
erful and better able to grapple the situa­
tion before him. But, the point is, although 
these great prophets have been teaching 
from time immemorial and giving instruc­
tions to men to love one another, to incul­
cate brotherhood; the ignorance and super­
stition of men, the prejudice and bigotry of 
humankind in different parts of the world 
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have kept them away from the realization 
of ,these simple principles. 

One of the imaginations which has done 
much to keep men apart is racial ,prejudice. 
The racial prejudice is purely an illusion. 
It has no outward reality. All men are 
equal in the Sight of God. Just think for 
a. moment that although different nations 
are living in various countries, speak dif­
ferent languages and have different customs 
and maIlners, they are creation ally one; 
they have the same two eyes, the same two 
hands and feet; they think alike on many 
essential problems of life. One race is just 
as susceptible to the laws of progress and 
education as another. For example if a par­
ent sends out into the world his seven sons, 
each one emigrarting to a ' qifferent part of" 
the globe and establishing different families, 
do you think they win look upon each other 
after awhile with the eyes of strangeness? 
No, they would realize that there is still 
that common bond of hrotherhood between 
them. So, whether Persian or American, 
French or English, Arabi-c or Turkish, they 
are all the children of one Universal Father, 
all being fed and taken care of by the same 
great Maker. It is only through our own 
limited viewpoint that there exists divisions 
in the world of humanIty; that there are so 
many races and antagonistic tribes. here 
is one globe, one ocean of air in which this 
globe rolls on toward its destiny, one unI­
versal God creating and directing all. This 
globe, which has been divided into so many 
countries with so many boundaries, borders 
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and frontiers by the past kings and rulers 
of the earth who thought that they possessed 
-one portion of the earth, is one home. Why, 
the earth in reality always belonged to all 
mankind. Those ancient kings and mon­
archs, who were despotiC and absolute, col­
lected the wealth of the people and sent them 
in large numbers into the battlefields, mak- r 
ing them kill each other, did so for no other 
purpose than to preserve what they called 
their divine rights-the autocratic dispensa­
tions. 

Another superstitution and imagination 
. which did much to divide men was religious 

prejudi'ce, because we all know that the 
prophets came to teach man love and unity 
and not hatred and animosity. But, the 
people misunderstood the 'aims and objects 
of the prophet and took that love and that 
harmony, or their own -interpretations of it, 
as a pretext for the creation of dissension 
and strife. In the Oriental countries there 
were many kinds _ of prejudice in past days 
among the religions and the nations, each 
one holding aloof from the association of 
the other, until the whole eastern horizon 
was beclouded with dogmas and creeds. You 
will realize that the religions of the world, 
all of them without exception, have been 
founded in the Orient, -but those Oriental 
people, instead of using their religions as 
the links uniting the hearts of men, placed 
upon the teachings of their founders, their 
own limited 'interpretations, thus making 
them a cause for division. Of course, this was 
done through ignorance or a selfish desire of 
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one for dominance over another. The Mo­
hammendans, the Jews and the Christians 
were always enemies to such an extent that 
if one of these was thirsty, the other would 
not take the trouble to offer him a cup of 
water on account of this great prejudice­
that great gulf-difference of understanding. 

Seventy years ago there appeared in Per­
sia a great divine teacher whose name was 
Baha'o'llah who established the foundation 
of Univer~al Brotherhood. Through his 
teachings and instructions he has spread 
the ideal of the oneness of the world of 
humanity and taught those antagonistic re­
ligions, races and nations that there is only 
one God, one religion and one race. He 
has succeeded "in convincing them that the 
time has come for them to set aside their 
narrow ideas and be united; to becom,e as 
brothers of one family. In his teachings 
he reiter,ated the thought-"O people of the 
World. Ye are all the leaves of one branch, 
the twigs of one trunk and the fruits of one 
tree, the limbs and organs 0 f one body. 
The religions that have been founded in the 
past have been founded for the sake of love 
and unity. Why do you _ make them the 
cause of hatred and division? You are all 
one race and one nation and one people be­
cause you have des'cended from one Father 
and one Mother:" This spiritual teacher 
was so powerful, so great and divine that 
although he had ,to contend with persecu­
tion and severe criticism of the people of 
his own country he was enabled to unite the 
religions of the' world into one brotherhood 
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and the nations of the world into ohe com­
mon bond of fraternity. Although in the 
heginning Baha'o'llah had to meet the or­
deals and the trials that were meted out to 
him by his enemies, in a short space of time 
his teachings became most prevalent and 
many nations and many religions have 
united with love and amity. 

'The branches 'of the Bahai brotherhood 
are establishea: in all the -countries of the 
earth and the members of these great Broth­
erhoods have no other aim than to \lnite the 
religions, the hearts of people, ~nd teach 
them to live with one ,another amIcably and 
peacefully. In this way onl>:, will. the wO:ld 
become like one home, the mhabItants lIke 
the members of one family, each thinking 
about the health, the prosperity and the 
happiness of the other, ea'ch practicing the 
golden rule and changing the surface of 
the earth into heaven, "into paradise; that 
the millenium may be established in the 
hearts and the hearts may be filled with the 
love of God and the love of man. 

'Some people after similar lectures c~me 
to us and said: "These are very beaut~ful 
thoughts and dreams, but how are you gomg 
to bring them about Looking around you 
one sees so much selfishness, greed and war 
and waves of crime. How are we going to 
remedy these things?" Answering from per­
sonal abservati'on, I can say to you that dur­
ing my travels throughout the w?rld for 
many, many years, I have come .Ill touch 
with many religions and many natIons, and 
have seen with my own eyes t.hat a great 
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spiritual sun has dawned from the hor izon 
of the hearts and ,consciousness of t hou­
sands and thousands of forward looking men 
and women and the rays of this sun are 
scattering these dark clouds. Although 
there are many dark clouds in the horizon, 
those who are thinking a long these prob­
lems know t hat the sun is shining behind 
the clouds and is dispelling the darkening 
mists as quickly as possible, and although 
we may have many jarring, discordant notes, 
there is a heavenly musk being played in 
the hearts of men and that this heavenly mu­
sic is making everything sweet, harmonious 
and elevating. We are hoping and working 
that soon the whole 'World will be thrilled 
with the melodies of this new heavenly song. 

In brief, there are three points for which 
struggling humanity is working, and we 
might say that humanity today has struck 
its tent and is on the march. These three 
things are: First, the elimination of a ll 
religious prejudices so that we may have 
a 'religi,ous brotherhood throughout the 
world, ISecond, the elimination of all r acial 
prejtlJdice, in order that we may have a race 
broth erhood. Third, the elmination of all 
political prejudice that we may have a Uni­
versal Patriotism and a Universal Par lia­
ment of Man. 

- Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohra b. 
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