i COUNTRY

Vol. 4, Issue 4 Newsletter of the Bahd’i International Community

ONE

October-December 1992

“The earth is but one country, and mankind its citizens”™ Baha’u’llah

Inside:

4

In New York, the 1992
Baha’i World Congress
offers a glimpse of an
intercultural future.
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The UN once again
condemns Iran for human
rights violations, including
treatment of the Baha’is.

An Office for the
Advancement of Women is
established by the Baha’i

International Community.

Review: Retrospectives on
two turn-of-the-century
luminaries offer a window
on the underlying impulses
of the modern world.

Liberian refugees strive

for self-sutticiency

Driven from their homes by civil war, Baha’i refugees
in the Ivory Coast work to establish their own
development projects and avoid dependency

Fish raised in a man-made pond as part of locally initiated development
projects undertaken by Baha'i refugees in the Ivory Coast are helping to make
them less dependent on outside aid.

GUEDEYE, Toulepleu region, Ivory Coast — When civil war broke out in
Liberia three years ago, thousands of refugees walked across the country’s
eastern border and settled in this remote northern region of the Ivory Coast.

Their arrival, like the coming of international refugees to many coun-
tries, created an atmosphere of potential trouble. Largely undeveloped, the
region has barely enough resources to support its own residents, let alone
thousands of homeless outsiders.

Among the Liberian refugees were some 200 Bahd'is. Before the civil
war, they had established thriving communities in Liberia. Upon their
arrival in the Ivory Coast, they quickly worked to rebuild their communi-
ties, which are based on distinctive principles of local governance, group
cooperation, and individual conduct.

The result has been startling. Rather than becoming a burden on their
hosts, the Liberian Bahd'is have sought to be self-sufficient and, in doing so,
helped to contribute to the social and economic vitality of the region.

Bahd'is have organized some 25 local Baha'i governing councils in the
region, known as local Spiritual Assemblies. These Assemblies provide an
administrative foundation for collective activitiesand, through them, atleast 16
small-scale development projects have been established. They include 11
vegetable gardens, four fish ponds, and a poultry raising project.

(Continued on page 12)
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The Source of Human Rights

After matters of peace and security,
there is perhaps no endeavor of the United
Nations more far-reaching — or more qui-
etly successful — than the promotion of
human rights.

International human rights instru-
ments, such as the all-important Universal
Declaration on Human Rights and even
the UN Charter itself, have in effect be-
come the conscience of the world. Over
the years, the influence wielded by this
collective world superego has steadily in-
creased, and the benefits have been im-
measurable.

Now comes the World Conference on
Human Rights, scheduled to be held in
Viennathis
Vmugeel,
which will
offeran op-
portunity
for governments, regional bodies and non-
governmental organizations to review and
assess the progress made in the field of
human rights since adoption of the Univer-
sal Declaration in 1948.

There are today some 70 covenants,
conventions and treaties, including the
Charter and Declaration, that define the
rights ofindividuals and groups and which
create the framework for monitoring ad-
herence to those standards.

While the Conference must carefully
examine the effectiveness of United Na-
tions standards and seek to discover new
ways and means to ensure their imple-
mentation, the meeting also offers an im-
portant chance to step back and reflect on
the underlying principles which must guide
the new sense of international conscience
that has emerged. The dramatic changes
on the world's political scene over the last
several years make the challenges espe-
cially acute.

Baha'is believe that a sense of human
rights arises not merely from some innate
social standard, like some natural resource
of civilization. It is, rather, an endowment
from the Creator.

“Know ye not why We created you all
from the same dust?” the revelation of God
to Baha'u'llah asks. “That no one should

Perspective

exalt himself over the other. Ponder at all
times in your hearts how ye were created.
Since We have created you all from the one
same substance it is incumbent on you to be
even as one soul....”

In other words, human rights derive
their ultimate authority from the will of God.
Whether one believes that humanity was
created from clay or from DNA, all people
are made from the same stuff. All human
beings are equal in the sight of their Creator
— and therefore all human beings must
recognize their equality in the sight of each
other.

Interestingly, it is only in this century,
as humanity has increasingly recognized its
own interdependence and oneness, that the
human rights movementhasrisen and flour-
ished worldwide.

Accordingly, it is this principle of hu-
man oneness — discussed in these pages
many times — which delegates to the World
Conference should keep foremost in their
thinking as they ponder the current status
and future direction of the international hu-
man rights system.

Forfromthisfundamental principle comes
virtually all of the other important concepts
about our modern rights and freedoms: If we
are one race, then women deserve equality
with men; if we are one race, then all forms of
prejudice or discrimination based on race,
ethnic, or national origin must be eliminated;
if weare onerace, thenindividualsdeservethe
right to explore truth for themselves and to
worship in the manner they choose.

Even some of the more complex con-
cepts in the field, such as the right to devel-
opment and/or the right to commodities
suchasfood, shelter, and health care, can be
seen to stem from the same underlying prin-
ciple of human oneness. The benefits of
medicine, science and technology, the prod-
ucts of agriculture, and the knowledge that
is imparted by education are all gifts from
God. They are the birthright of all.

There are important qualifications to all
of this. The practice of human rights cannot
be allowed to infringe on the rights of oth-
ers. Freedom of expression does not confer
any right to incite violence; freedom of reli-
gious practice must not transgress the
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bounds of tolerance for other beliefs.

Further, as delegates to the World
Conference ponder these ideas, they should
also carefully consider the importance of
another fundamental principle: that rights
must be coupled with responsibilities.

In the Bahd’i view, God has not only
given to humanity the great bounty of life,
but also the obligation to live up to certain
standards of individual behavior: to act
towards one another with love and brother-
hood; to work and strive for personal
progress; to take responsibility for those
who are less fortunate among us; to be
honest, truthful, and trustworthy.

Consider some ofthe rights outlined in
the Universal Declaration, and the con-
comitant responsibilities that they imply:

The right to recognition everywhere
as a person before the law implies the
responsibility to be obedientto the law, and
to seek to strengthen and make more just
the legal system.

The rights to marry and found a family
imply the responsibility to work to nurture
and support the family unit. And there are
special responsibilities towards one’s chil-

dren that cannot be shirked. One has a re-
sponsibility to seek education for his or her
children; not to mistreat them, and certainly
not to abandon them.

The right to participation in govern-
ment must go hand-in-hand with the re-
sponsibility to act faithfully towards that
government; to serve it when called; and to
work within its systems to make it better.

The right to work and employment
cannot be divorced from the responsibility
to perform one’s duties to the best of one’s
ability. And rights to food, shelter or other
commodities do not imply license for able
bodied persons to rely on society for sup-
port where opportunities for employment
exist “The most despised of men in the
sight of God” said Bahd'u’llah, “are those
who sit idly and beg.”

In the broadest sense, the notion of
“universal” human rights also begets a re-
sponsibility to humanity as a whole. The
obligation here is to actas world citizens. In
our individual lives we must seek to move
beyond the narrow confines of local, re-
gional or national interests and to ask what
best serves the world community. ©

Madame Ruhiyyih Rabbani, a leading dignitary of the worldwide Baha'i community, signs The

Earth Pledge as Theodore W. Kheel, Chair of the Earth Summit Committee to Promote The
Pledge and publisher of The Earth Times looks on. The Earth Pledge, launched by Maurice
Strong, Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
(UNCED), reads simply: “I pledge to act to the best of my ability to help make the Earth a
secure and hospitable home for present and future generations.”

ug|o) eune
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Human rights derive
their ultimate
authority from the will
of God. Whether one
believes that
humanity was created
from clay or from
DNA, all people are
made from the same
stuff. All human
beings are equal in
the sight of their
Creator — and
therefore all human
beings must
recognize their
equality in the sight
of each other.



A sea of humanity pours out
from the main auditorium of
the Jacob K. Javits
Convention Center in
Manhattan during the 1992
Baha'i World Congress.
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Baha’t World Cone

of

ers glimpse of the future

The gathering of 30,000
Baha’is from 180 coun-
tries in New York suggests
how a peaceful and inter-
dependent global society
might look and feel

NEW YORK — In a demonstration of the
principles of human oneness and global
interdependence which are among the fun-
damental teachings of their Faith, some
30,000 Baha'is from more than 180 coun-
tries gathered for four days in November to
celebrate a century of accomplishments.

The Second Baha’i World Congress,
which ran from 23-26 November, was the
largest and most diverse gathering of
Bah4'isever—and plannersand participants
alike said it was hugely successful.

“Itwas a glimpse of the future,” said Dr.
Wilma Ellis, convener of the World Con-
gress Coordinating Group, which had final

responsibility for planning and executing
the event. “With such a diversity of people
coming together from around the world, we
got a brief glimpse of what an interdepen-
dentand peaceful global society could look
and feel like.”

Using a variety of media, including mu-
sic, drama, video, speeches and a global sat-
ellite television broadcast, the Congress pro-
gram highlighted the dynamic growth and
spread of the Bahd'i community since the
passing in 1892 of Baha'u’llah, its founder.

Aspecial point of the celebration was the
fact of the worldwide community’s distinc-
tive unity. The Baha'i Faith has successfully
resisted division into sects and factions, de-
spite the extreme diversity of its member-
ship. This feature, said numerous speakers,
offers great hope for a divided humanity.

“In the 100-year period since the pass-
ing of Bahd'u’llah, the faith has spread over
the globe more widely than any other reli-
gion except Christianity, which has been in
existence for more than 2,000 years,” said
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Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, professor emeritus
at Yale University, in a 24 November ad-
dress to the Congress, taking note of statis-
tics about the Faith's geographic spread as
published in the Encyclopaedia Britannica.

The Faith’s unity, said Dr. Kazemzadeh,
is what has made such an expansion pos-
sible. “The Bahd'i Faith is the first world
religion that contains a clear order for suc-
cessionand interpretation. Thishasallowed
the Baha'i Faith to spread to every country
in the world yet preserve its oneness.”

Opening ceremonies on 23 November
included an address by New York City
Mayor David Dinkins, the reading of a
letter from U.S. President George Bush,
soul-stirring music by a 400-voice choir
assembled from 36 nations. New York Gov-
ernor Mario Cuomo also sent a letter of
greeting to the Congress.

Also featured in opening ceremonies
was a dramatic procession of some 300
Baha'is from virtually every nation in their
native dress. “We are the peoples of the
world,” said Sein Mene Chow, a Bahd'i
from Hong Kong, as they marched forward
to the specially designed stage at the Jacob
K. Javits Convention Center in Manhattan,
where the Congress was held.

Humanity’s Spiritual Crisis

Among the themes of the Congress
was the Bahd’i response to the crises and
problems now facing humanity, such as

approachesto peace, environmental action,
and economic development. Presentations
emphasized that the roots of the most in-
tractable problems facing humanity were
spiritual in nature,

“This is a time of great urgency for the
entire human race,” said David Hofman, a
former member of the Universal House of
Justice, international governing body of the
Bahd'i Faith. “It is the time when the great-
est spiritual crisisin the entire history of the
planet is taking place — the transformation
from childhood to maturity.”

This theme was further developed on
the final day of the Congress, when the
Universal House of Justice itself addressed
the Congress via satellite. The broadcast
was also received at more than 50 downlink
sites around the world.

“The storms battering at the founda-
tions of society will not be stilled unless and
until spiritual principles are actively en-
gaged in the search for solutions to social
problems,” said the Universal House of
Justice, in a statement read by Dr. David
Ruhe, a member of the body.

“Disunity is the crux of the problems
which so severely afflict the planet,” the
statement said. “More serious still, dis-
unity is common in the relations between
religions and within religions, vitiating the
very spiritual and moral influence which it
is their primary purpose to exert.”

“This is a time of
great urgency for
the entire human
race. It is the time
when the greatest
spiritual crisis in
the entire history
of the planet is
taking place— the
transformation
from childhood to
maturity.”

—David Hofman

On 26 November, Baha'i
communities around the world
were linked electronically
during a global satellite
broadcast. Shown on the
screen in the main auditorium
at the Jacob K. Javits
Convention Center in
Manhattan is a greeting to the
Congress from the Baha'i
community of Russia.



Bah&’i entertainers from
around the world were
featured in a series of
auxiliary events during the
Congress. Shown at right is a
troupe of Aboriginal dancers
from Australia, performing at
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel.
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The Universal House of Justice said the
oneness of humanity must be the pivotal
spiritual principle in healing disunity and
establishing a new global order.

“This principle means far more than
the reawakening of the spirit of brother-
hood and goodwillamong people: Itimplies
an organic change in the structure of
present-day society, a change such as the
world has not yet experienced,” said the
statement.

The growth and development of the
Baha'i worldwide community and its dem-
onstration of this ideal of human oneness,
the Universal House of Justice said, “en-
courages our expectation that all of human-
ity can and will be united.”

The satellite broadcast itself also pro-
vided adramaticdemonstration of the world-
wide scope of the Faith. As Bahd'is listened
in Manhattan, a Bah4’f in Western Samoa
read a message from that nation’s head of
state, His Highness Malietoa TanumafiliII,
who is a Baha'i.

The Malietoa urged others to listen to

the unifying teachings of Baha'u’llah. “In
view of the current state of human affairs, [
pray that more and more leaders will listen
to the call of Baha'u'llah in order that world
peace be established, which has been the
purpose of all religions of the past,” he said.

The broadcast, using a state-of-the-art
network of eight satellites to reach all parts
ofthe world, included atwo-way video hook-
up with the world center of the Faith in
Israel and audio links to Australia, Argen-
tina, India, Kenya, Panama, Romania, Rus-
sia, Singapore, and Western Samoa.

“It opened up an entirely new world for
a religion whose basic principle is one-
ness,” said Alex Frame, an executive with
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation,
who is a member of the Congress program
planning committee. “We have never been
linked up this way. But through the power
of the satellite, we got a glimpse of what it
means to be a global family.”

Preceding the live broadcast, two-hours
of videotaped highlights from the previous
three days of the Congress were broadcast

Z66T G oloyd JayBne|s |ned
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to viewers around the globe.

The broadcast included scenes from a
Carnegie Hall concert honoring Baha'i
musician Dizzy Gillespie, who passed away
six weeks after the Congress; footage from
the Congress’ opening ceremonies and its
various talks; and special pre-recorded pro-
ductions about various accomplishments
in Baha'i history.

Huge Logistical Effort

The First Bah4'i World Congress, held
in London in 1963, brought together some
6,000 participants. New York was chosen
for the Second Bah4'i World Congress in
part because of its great human diversity
and internationalism, and because of its
role in Bah4'i history. In 1912, the son of
Baha'u'llah, ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, visited the city
and proclaimed it the “City of the Cov-
enant.” In Bah4'i terms, the Covenant, which
in part refers to the line of leadership suc-
cession in the Bahd'i Faith, is the feature
that has enabled the followers of Baha'u'llah
to remain unified. And the Congress was in
essence a celebration of that Covenant.

The logistics of bringing together some
30,000 people from every part of the world
had been a major challenge facing Con-
gress planners, and it was one that was
successfully met. Of special concern was
the challenge of moving an estimated 15,000
people in and out of the Javits Center twice

each day for split morning and afternoon
sessions.

“I've beenworking in this industry since
1946, and I've never been more proud of an
event in my whole business career,” said
Benjamin La Rosa, the vice president for
operations at the Javits Center. “From a
planning point of view, I had been terrified
atthe difficulties of getting that many people
into and out of the Center each day. But
there was not one traffic problem, not one
incident of pushing or shoving. This was
probably the most orderly and courteous
group of people I have ever seen in my life.”

Other logistical elements went equally
well, said Gry Kvalheim, coordinator of lo-
gistics for the Congress. She noted that
more than 300 buses were used to shuttle
Congress attendees between some 5,400
hotel rooms in the New York metropolitan
region and the Javits Center each day, As
well, the entire Congress required the ser-
vices of 3,000 volunteers,

“Even though everything was done on
a shoestring budget, and many important
tasks were handled by volunteers, it all still
went exceedingly well,” said Kvalheim.
“Overall, between the number of people
that came and the enormity of the under-
taking, with the small number of people we
had to carry it all out, it is just short of a
miracle that it turned out so successfully.”@

IN MEMORIAM

.’“g

DIZZY GILLESPIE (1917-1993)
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The passing of jazz legend John
Birks “Dizzy" Gillespie, who was
a Baha'i, is being mourned by
Baha'i communities around the
world. Mr. Gillespie, accounted
as one of the world's greatest
jazz innovators, was truly a
citizen of the world. In his music
and his actions, he sought to
promote peace and harmony
among all, without respect to
race, creed or background.
Whenever he travelled, he took
the time to meet with his
beloved Baha'i brothers and
sisters. Mr. Gillespie's last
scheduled appearance was at a
Carnegie Hall jazz concert in his
honor during the 1992 Baha'i
World Congress. Unfortunately,
Mr. Gillespie was too ill to
appear. He passed away in his
sleep on 6 January 1993.



Baha'i International
Community representative
Gila Michael Bahta, shown at
left, participated in the
Regional World Conference on
Human Rights in Tunis,
Tunisia, held 2-6 November.
At right is the Tunisian
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Ben Yehya.
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United Nations again
EXPresses concern over
human rights in Iran

Vote in General Assembly
and report of the Special
Representative reflect a
“recent and sudden
intensification” of action
against the Baha’i
community in Iran

UNITED NATIONS —Reflecting signs
that human rights violations in Iran are on
the rise, the United Nations General As-
sembly on 18 December passed a resolu-
tion expressing “deep concern” over con-
tinuing reports of human rights violations
in that country. The resolution made spe-
cific mention of the on-going mistreatment
of the Iranian Bah4'i community.

Approved by a vote of 86 to 16, with 38
abstentions, the margin of countries sup-
porting the measure was the largest ever
for a resolution on human rights in Iran by
the General Assembly. Since 1981, Iran has
been subject to a steady stream of United
Nations resolutions expressing concern
over its human rights record.

Noting a recent United Nations report
that cited evidence of new executions, tor-
ture, an absence of due process, restric-
tions on freedom of expression and thought,
and the “recent and sudden intensification
of action against the Bahd’is” in Iran, the
General Assembly called on the Iranian
Government to comply with international
human rights agreements and urged con-
tinued international monitoring of the situ-
ation there.

Techeste Ahderom, main representative
ofthe Bah&'i International Community to the
United Nations, praised the resolution, say-
ing that the watchful eye of the international
community continues to be the best protec-
tion for Iran’s beleaguered Baha'is.

“The continuing international outcry
against the mistreatment of [ran’s Bahd'is
is indeed heartening,” said Mr, Ahderom.
“The on-going monitoring of the human
rights situation in [ran by the United Na-
tions system has undoubtedly prevented
the much greater horrors there, and it rep-
resents one of the genuine success stories
of the international commitment to advanc-
ing the cause of human rights everywhere.
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“The Bah4'is of Iran pose no threat to
the government,” said Mr. Ahderom. “Their
only desire is to practice their religion freely
and to contribute in whatever way possible
to the well-being and peaceful development
of their nation. We hope that resolutions
like this one can help to open the eyes of the
Government of Iran to this fact.”

Since 1979, some 200 Bahd'is have been
killed in Iranand hundreds more imprisoned
in a campaign of systematic persecution by
the government. Although the rate ofkillings
has slowed in recent years, the execution of
Mr. Bahman Samandari last April, and the
death sentences levied against two other
Bah4'is last summer, have raised anew the
specter of wholesale killings in Iran.

The deterioration of the human rights
situation in Iran was noted in a United
Nations report released in November,
which provides extensive documentation
that Iran’s Bahd’i community continues to
be the target of systematic oppression.

Sudden Intensification

“The renewed use of executions and
the recent and sudden intensification of
action against the Bahd'is, particularly re-
garding confiscation of their properties and
expulsion from their homes, raise the fear
that the country is entering a phase of
harassment and denial of rights in some
regions, anew phase of open persecution of
these Iranian citizens,” said the report,
which was prepared by Professor Reynaldo
Galindo Pohl of El Salvador.

Commission on Human Rights on the situ-
ation of human rights in the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, Professor Galindo Pohl has moni-
tored Iran’s compliance with international
human rights agreements since 1986.

In the November report, Prof. Galindo Pohl
said the Iranian Baha'i community has entered
a new phase of persecution and now stands in
constant fear of “reprisals of all kinds.”

The report noted, for example, that at
least one Baha'i was summarily executed
earlier this year, that two others currently
face death sentences, and that thousands
more remain deprived ofjobs and pensions,
of educational opportunities, and the right
to practice their religion freely.

Mr. Galindo Pohl's report also stated
that Baha'i holy places, historical sites, cem-
eteries and administrative centers remain
confiscated or destroyed. He says that
Bah#'is continued to be considered as “un-
protected infidels” under Iranian law; that
Bahd'is are deprived of all access to institu-
tions of higher education; and that many
Bahd'is are deprived of the meansto earn a
livelihood. The report noted, for example,
that the majority of the 10,000 Baha'is who
lost their jobs in the 1980s remain unable to
secure employment and that they have dif-
ficulties in obtaining permits to establish
and manage their own businesses.

Prof. Galindo Pohlalso said various forms
of harassments against Baha'is continue. “It
has recently been reported that elderly and
widowed Bah4'is have been evicted from
their homes,” Prof. Galindo Pohl said. &
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“The renewed use of
executions and the
recent and sudden
intensification of
action against the
Baha'is, particularly
regarding confiscation
of their properties and
expulsion from their
homes, raise the fear
that the country is
entering a phase of
harassment and
denial of rights in
some regions.”
—Reynaldo Galindo Pohl

In Cameroon, Baha'is planted
trees near Bamenda in
observance of World
Environment Day last June.
The seedlings were provided
by the Urban Council.



“The Baha'i world
community’s
success in
harmoniously
bringing together
disparate cultures
is worthy of study

as a phenomenon.”
—Dr. Suheil Bushrui

Dr. Suheil Bushrui,
designated to be installed as
the first incumbent in the
Baha'i Chair for World Peace
at the University of Maryland.
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Inauguration of first Baha’i
Peace Chair set for January

Endowed professorship at
the University of Maryland
will focus on steps to build a
global society

COLLEGE PARK, Maryland, USA —
The world’s first Baha'i Chair for World
Peace will be inaugurated and Dr. Suheil
Badi Bushrui installed as the first incum-
bent on Friday, January 22, at the Univer-
sity of Maryland at College Park.

The Bahd'i Chair for World Peace was
established by the University’s Center for
International Development and Conflict
Management (CIDCM) and the Bahé'i com-
munity of the United States.

Asexplained by Dr. Bushrui, the Chair’s
mission is to promote alternatives to the
violent resolution of conflict through con-
flict management, global education, inter-
national development, spiritual awareness,
and world trade; to share the experience of
the worldwide Baha'i community in build-
ing a global society; and to offer that com-
munity as a model for study.

“The Bahd'i world community’s suc-
cessin harmoniously bringing together dis-
parate cultures is worthy of study as a phe-
nomenon,” said Dr. Bushrui, an interna-
tionally recognized scholar of Anglo-Irish,
English and Arabic literatures—and a well-
known authority on Baha'iteachings. “Even
now, when the worst danger of war be-

tween the United States and the Soviet
Union is over, the uniquely strong sense of
unity in the Baha’i movement is of critical
importance—and must be studied.”

One of the major and general aims of
the Chair is to conduct and publish re-
search, design courses and organize semi-
nars and international conferences that will
lead to an understanding of the factors
which promote ethnic and religious con-
flicts within and among nations, and will
help in the search for peaceful solutions to
resolve them.

Dr. Bushrui has long experience with
issues of reconciliation and conflict resolu-
tion. From 1982 to 1985, he served as special
cultural adviserto Amin el-Gemayel, then the
president of the Republic of Lebanon, and he
was actively engaged in programs of ethnic
and religious reconciliation there.

Dr. Bushrui also has first-hand knowl-
edge of the cultural, social, spiritual and
intellectuallife of the worldwide Bahd’i com-
munity, which he has visited throughout
Africa, Asia, Europe and America. From
1970 to 1985, he was chairman of the Na-
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'is of
the Middle East and between 1966 and
1968 he was a member of the National
Spiritual Assembly of the Bah#'is of Canada.

Dr. Bushrui has been a fellow and vis-
iting scholar with CIDCM for nearly six
years, Before that, he taught literature at
Oxford University. In recent years, he has
also helped to establish the first programin
World Order Studies at the Landegg Acad-
emy in Wienacht, Switzerland.

Among the more than 200 guests ex-
pected to attend the inauguration and in-
stallation ceremony are Amin el-Gemayel,
former president of Lebanon, and the Hon-
orable Dorothy W. Nelson, United States
Court of Appeals judge and vice-chairman
of the National Spiritual Assembly of the
Bah#'is of the United States of America,
Representatives from countries in which
the Chair has already established relation-
ships also will be in attendance. These
countries include India, Switzerland, Great
Britain, France and Bolivia. ©
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Baha’i International Community establishes
an Office for the Advancement of Women

NEW YORK — The Bahd'i Interna-
tional Community in December announced
the establishment of an Office for the Ad-
vancement of Women.

The new Office will provide structure for
better collaboration with local and national
Bah4'i communities—and with other inter-
national non-governmental organizations—
in activities aimed at promoting the equality
of women, said MaryS. Power, who hasbeen
appointed director of the Office.

Joining the Office as a consultant is
Alasebu Gebre Selassie, a sociologist from
Ethiopia who has specialized in socio-eco-
nomic studies on women and children.

“The Office for the Advancement of
Women will help give a distinct voice to the
Bah4'i International Community’s work on
the status of women throughout the world,”
said Ms. Power, who will also retain her
position as a United Nations representative
for the Community. “In recent years, our
work has expanded from simply represent-
ing our views on women at the United
Nations to a broad range of activities and
collaborations.”

Forexample, Ms. Power said, the Com-
munity took on a new role two years ago
when itbeganto collaborate with the United
Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM) in a series of development
projects aimed at promoting change in the
attitudes between women and men through
the use of traditional media.

Currently underway in three countries,
Bolivia, Cameroon, and Malaysia, the
project is administered by the Community,
and Bah4'i communities at the national and
local levels are also participating.

The Community has also been active in
recent years as a founding member of The
Advocates for African Food Security, a coali-
tion of representatives of about 30 non-gov-
ernmental organizations, United Nations
agencies and intergovernmental organiza-
tions that seeks to highlight the concerns of
African women farmers.

“The work of the Bah#’i International
Community with the Advocates willnow be
carried out through its new Office for the
Advancement of Women,” said Ms. Power,
who has also coordinated the Community’s
involvement in The Advocates. “In many
ways, the creation of this office is really an
evolutionary step; it is not something en-
tirely new.”

Ms. Power hasrepresented the Commu-
nity at United Nations activities to promote
the advancement of women since 1975. She
served asvicepresidentofthe National Coun-
cil of Women of the United States from 1989
1991 and is currently serving as Chairperson
of the NGO Committee on the Status of
Women in New York where she is amember
of the Steering Committee coordinating the
activitiesrelated to the United Nations Fourth
World Conference on Women which will be
held in Beijing in 1995. @
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Helvi Sipila, the first woman to
be appointed to the position of
United Nations Assistant
Secretary-General, addressed
a recent conference on “The
Role of Women in a United
Europe,” which was held 28-
31 October at the Landegg
Academy in Wienacht,
Switzerland. Looking on is
Nancy Ackerman, a
representative of the Baha'i
community of Russia. The
event is but one example of
Baha'i-sponsored activities
aimed at promoting the
advancement of women
worldwide.

“The Office for the
Advancement of
Women will help
give a distinct
voice to the Baha’i
International
Community’'s work
on the status of
women throughout
the world.”

— Mary Power
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The establishment of local
Spiritual Assemblies, like this
one in the village of Guedeye,
have been the key to
stimulating local development
efforts among Baha'i refugees

from Liberia in the Ivory
Coast. Local Spiritual

Assemblies, a regular feature

of Baha'i community

governance around the world,

offer an administrative
framework for local action.

“We essentially
started with
nothing. Now we
have 9 hoes, 9
shovels, 3
watering cans.
And those tools
have helped us
make vegetable
gardens
throughout the
region.”

— Henry Appleton

Liberian refugees
seek self-suthiciency

(Continued from page one)

“The Baha'i community in the region,
they are quite different from the other refu-
gees,” said Eugene Sevrier, a member of
the Baha'i Social and Economic Develop-
ment Committee for the Ivory Coast. “They
are trying to be independent. And that makes
their behavior quite different.”

Most of the people in the region—on
both sides of the border with Liberia—are
members of the Kran tribe. When refugees
began to come across the border, they
naturally settled in with their clansmen in
Ivory Coast.

The Bah#'is among the Liberian refu-
geesbegan to re-organize themselves almost
immediately after their arrival. They held a
conference and formed aregional Bahd'i gov-
erning council composed of the members of
various former local Liberian Assemblies.

Among the first items on the council’'s
agenda was to re-establish functioning
Bah#’i communities. That means commu-
nities which meet regularly for worship,
consult about local problems, and seek to
provide education for their children.

Once basic community activities had
been re-established, the regional council be-
gan to consult about ways in which to im-
prove the economic situation of the refugees.

l" - B - :i

In the fall of 1991, the equivalent of
about USS20 was invested in the purchase
of some simple garden tools, and village-
level Bahd'i governing councils were en-
couraged to begin small projects, such as
vegetable gardening, according to Henry
Appleton, a Bahd'i who now works full-time
for theToulepleu regional Baha'i council as
acommunity development worker.Starting
with Nothing

Starting with Nothing

“We essentially started with nothing,”
said Appleton. “Now we have 9 hoes, 9
shovels, 3 watering cans. And those tools
have helped us make vegetable gardens
throughout the region.”

Mr. Appleton said the application of the
principle of consultation has been espe-
cially important in the task of establishing
local development projects. Consultation is
the method for non-adversarial decision-
making and problem-solving used by Baha'i
communities. It seeks participation by all
and aims to promote cooperation and unity.

“At first we did everything for the villag-
ers and the projects failed,” Appleton said.
“Now we listen and say: ‘This is good. We all
have these problems. Why don’t you start a
garden. My vegetable gardenis producing.”

Mr. Appleton said that Bahd'is have
alsoworked hard to get community leaders
involved — and they have in many cases
succeeded. In many villages, he said, the
chiefs now give strong support to the Baha'i
projects. At least six traditional chiefs have
joined the Baha'i community.
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“We are only here to encourage, to
give support once you start,” said Mr.
Appleton, speaking of his role as a commu-
nity development worker and stressing the
importance of consultation. “We consult,
every community consults, every individual
identifies his own needs.”

Concurrentwiththe flourishing of Bah&’i
activitiesand development efforts, the Bah4'i
community in the region has grown rapidly.
Although only about 200 of the initial group
of refugees were Bahd'is, many more
Liberians have since embraced the Baha'i
Faith, along with at least 300 Ivorians in the
region. By the end of 1992, there were some
1,000 Bah#'is in Toulepleu, and they have
established some 25 local Spiritual Assem-
blies in an equal number of villages.

Aswell, at least eight Assemblies have
managed to erect Baha'i centers in their
villages. Bahd'i centersare communal build-
ings which provide a space for worship,
meetings, classes, and the administration
of development projects.

Mr. Appleton believes that the results
are made possible only because of the spirit
of unity and cooperation—an essential ele-
mentinthe Baha'i teachings—which comes
through the proper functioning of Bahd’i
community life.

“If work is done in the path of human-
ity, it brings a lasting result,” Mr. Appleton
said. “We think development is the practi-
cal application of the spiritual potential that
God has given man. Our goal is to upgrade
the living standard not only of the Bahd'is

b

but of people in general.”
Important Role for Women

The Baha'is in the region have particu-
larly emphasized the importance of women
in the development process, and this has
contributed to the success of efforts by the
refugees to become more self-sufficient.

“In the Bah#’i Faith every woman plays
her part,” said Ann-Marie, a traditional mid-
wife who embraced the Faith since the
arrival of the refugees. “No one is rejected.
Children are brought up in the path of God,
with moral qualities, not wasted like we see
in today’s society.”

The accomplishments of the Baha'is in
the Toulepleu region have come with very
little outside help. The National Spiritual
Assembly of the Ivory Coast recently gave
the equivalent of about USS300 to assist the
Toulepleu Baha'is to buy chickens for their
poultry-raising project. As well, small
amounts were donated to help build the
village Baha'i centers.

Not everything has gone perfectly,
Recent problems with locusts and a period
of drought have decimated the vegetable
gardens and reduced the viability of the fish
ponds. But the effort to become self-sup-
porting continues.

“Although they are refugees, with no
permanent home, they have done wonder-
ful things here,” said James Larkpor, who
has visited the area several times recently.
“They deserve a lot of commendation for
what they have achieved in this place.” —
Reported by Frances Kazemi ©
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Henry Appleton

The Liberian Baha'i refugees
have held large regional
meetings like this one last
November as part of the effort
to become better organized
and less dependent on
outside aid. Participants come
from many villages, and a
wide variety of issues are
discussed.



If both exhibits had a
common pivot, it was
expressed in the
changing landscape of
the post-modern soul and
its impact on a planet
without the traditional

reference points.
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Review: Two
luminaries

(Continued from back page)
“environments,” as Ms. Martin termed
them, the first stage of the exhibit com-
prised a historical overview of some of the
journalistic coverage of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s visit
to the New World, stressing His message
of universal peace, the elimination of preju-
dice, women’s suffrage and global unity.
The emerging power of the world’s press
was highlighted by the enthusiastic cover-
age given to the arrival of the man dubbed
as a “Persian Prophet.”

A three-dimensional, life-size diorama
of the world’s events eighty years ago
evoked a sense of déja vu among visitors,
portraying prevailing themes of the time—
themes that are equally relevanttoday: war
and peace, territorial battles and world con-
flict, the equality of the races and the sexes
and the great injustices and inequities of a
newly industrialized world.

Room two explained and illuminated
the Covenant of Baha'u'llah, displaying
powerful and beautifully illuminated quota-
tions from the Baha'i writings on the conti-
nuity and oneness of all religions and mak-
ing an otherwise normal hotel ballroom
seem like a cathedral of the Sacred Word.

Crowds of every conceivable color, age,
and shape, dressed in business suits or
feathered tribal costumes or African robes,
silently and respectfully celebrated the proc-
lamation of unity brought to America by
‘Abdu’l-Baha eight decades ago.

New York has since been known to
Bahé'is as the City of the Covenant, making
it an important symbol of the modern world
and of the receiving point for a new reli-
gious message that was intended to trans-
form and regenerate that world from a
fragmented material civilization into a uni-
fied spiritual one.

Ifthe two exhibits had acommon pivot,
it was here, expressed in the changing
landscape of the post-modern soul and its
impact on a planet without the traditional
reference points. Matisse and his spiritual
contemporariesand successors— Picasso,
Rouault, Utrillo, Tobey and especially
Chagall — clearly understood the essence
of this message. Their art increasingly
turned away from representational work

toward the abstract, the experimental, the
symbolic and ultimately the ineffable. The
primary theme of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s utterances
in New York, that there is just one inde-
scribable and single reality underlying all
religion (and by extension all great art),
provided an important counterpoint to the
Matisse retrospective.

Indeed, the Baha'i exhibit showed how
the spiritual dimension of life needs expres-
sion in the physical world, which is why art
and religion have assumed such impor-
tance in our future-shocked century.
“Bahd'’is believe that this present age was
ushered in by a new infusion of God’s grace
embodied in the teachings of Bah&'u'llah,”
explained Ms. Martin.

And since Bah4'is also believe that such
grace must find expression in social justice,
room three of the pavilion focused on the
remarkable advocacy for a divine civilization
undertaken by ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 in America. In
visits to 23 American cities, during which he
delivered numerous talks, had interviews
with scores of journalists, met with promi-
nent citizens like W.E.B. DuBois, ‘Abdu’l
Baha brought a message of universal
progress, hope, and social change.

The news magazine format ofthe exhibit
cameinto particular playinroomthree, where
anarray of 37 angled panels, a six-sided kiosk
and a fanciful parade diorama presented the
social problems of the modern world and the
Baha'i proposals for their resolution, Ex-
cerpts from ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s addresses and
talks, in counterpoint with photographs of
early Bah#'is and juxtaposed with images
that indicate the awakening of America’s
social conscience, served to emphasize the
timeliness of His message today.

Thepavilion’sreliance on photographic
images was no accident. The early black
and white or sepia-tone images made the
contrasts of the twentieth century more
apparent. (One small child was overheard
asking her father, “Daddy, didn’t their
clothes have colors then?") Photographs
and portraits of ‘Abdu’l-Baha were arrayed
along two of the panels, and they served not
just an illustrative purpose but to show the
impact of photography on painting and on
modernism as a whole,

The first two portraits, by New York
painter and early Baha'i Juliet Thompson
and by Lebanese author and mystic Khalil
Gibran, showed romanticized, gauzy, and
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ideally proportioned portraits typical of the
nineteenth-century sentimental styles the
fauvists were so opposed to. The next,
painted by Louis Potter, the celebrated
American symbolist sculptor, revealed a
more intense and real ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, while
the fourth likeness, a strikingly honest pho-
tograph by Gertrude Kisebier, showed a
truly modern and quite craggily realistic
picture of ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s expressive face.

This portrait by Kisebier, who was
recently the subject of a major rediscovery
and New York retrospective at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art, may prove in time
to be her most defining and important single
photograph, not just for its signal subject,
but for its frank lighting, its modern can-
dor, and its nuanced acceptance of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha'’s humanity and, at the same time, His
undeniably holy countenance.

The themes of both the Matisse retro-
spective and the Mission to America pavil-
ion owe a great deal to the then newly
developing art and science of photography.
Matisse’s later work, along with all the
Expressionist painting of the late 19th and
early 20th century, can arguably be traced
to the impact photography had on the de-
piction of reality in art.

The photograph’s ability to implicitly
capture and reproduce physical reality made
representational painting redundant, and
asphotographsimproved and became more
numerous, the painters of the period moved
closer and closer toward the abstract. The
newspapers of the day, just beginning to
dig their way out of a period of shameless
yellow journalism, were beginning to use
photographs extensively, and they helped
usher in a new phase of more honest and
representational reportage.

Photography also had an immeasur-
able social impact, spurring what ‘Abdu’l-
Baha termed “an awakening sense of jus-
tice,” by accurately transmitting and juxta-
posing disparate images of human misery
and affluence for the first time. These
exhibits, so influenced by the art and sci-
ence of photography, both gave witness to
the power of recorded light.

In room four visitors saw a short, ten-
minute documentary called “Mission to
America; ‘Abdu’l-Baha in the City of the
Covenant.” Its emphasis was on the pro-
found significance ofthat causal momentin
historywhen ‘Abdu’l-Baha came to America,

noting that at the time He called our cen-
tury “the Great Century” and forecast mas-
sive worldwide upheavals that would pre-
pare the way foranew era of global coopera-
tion and peace.

In the final room was a fragrant garden
where a soundtrack of dignified readings
from the Baha'i writings was played, creat-
ing an atmosphere of calm and spiritual
repose. “We wanted visitors to the pavilion
to come away feeling that they had experi-
enced an encounter with ‘Abdu’l-Baha,” Ms.
Martin said. Judging from the tears and the
smiles on the radiant faces of those who
exited the pavilion, that design worked.
Mr. Kavelin and Ms. Martin, who labored
long in the face of tight budgets and loom-
ing deadlines, get extremely high marks
for their conception and construction of
such a moving and noble installation.

Near the end of his life, Matisse was
asked what the future of art was, and he
replied in one word —“Light.” In New York
last month, that light streamed out of an
unlikely collection of museum galleries and
hotel ballrooms and into the consciousness
of a waiting world. — David Langness ©

[David Langness isthe designer of the Lifestyle
Choices exhibit, the largest museum display
on drug and alcohol abuse prevention in the
United States, and is a critic and author. His
latest book, “The Seeker’s Path: Myth, Matu-
rity and the Baha't Teachings,” will be pub-
lished in March by Oneworld Publications.]
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Madame Rahiyyih Rabbani,
center, is shown with John
Kavelin and Elizabeth Martin
at the ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa: Mission
to America pavilion, which was
on exhibit for four days in
November during the 1992
Baha'i World Congress. Mr.
Kavelin, at left, and Ms.
Martin were co-designers of
pavilion. Madame Rabbani is
a leading dignitary of the
Baha'i Faith.

Photography also had
an immeasurable social
impact, spurring what
‘Abdu’l-Baha termed
“an awakening sense
of justice,” by
accurately transmitting
and juxtaposing
disparate images of
human misery and
affluence for the first
time. These exhibits,
so influenced by the art
and science of
photography, both gave
witness to the power of
recorded light.



How two
turn-of-
the-
century
luminaries
foresaw
this “great
century”

Exhibitions:
‘Abdu’l-Baha:
Mission to
America and
Henri
Matisse: A
Retrospective

New York
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Long, slow-moving, thousand-person-an-
hour lines stretched out from the entrances
of two remarkable exhibitsin New York last
month. Focused on the inauguration of the
modern age, both presentations chronicled
its inception and celebrated the rebirth it
still promises. They provided an unparal-
leled window to a new understanding of the
driving forces behind the currents of the
twentieth century.

Thebetter known—the hugeretrospec-
tive of French painter Henri Matisse at the
Museum of Modern Art—has drawn a
record number of visitors from the United
States and
Europe to
see the 400
paintings,
drawings
and sculp-
tures created by the great modernist.

Less publicized was a powerful installa-
tion at the New York Hilton that commemo-
rated the 1912 visit to New York of ‘Abdu’l-
Bah4, the son of Baha'u'llah, who founded
the Baha'i Faith in the nineteenth century
and whose teachings so clearly presage the
twentieth century and its ubiquitous revolu-
tions. Titled ‘Abdu I-Baha: Mission to America,
the exhibit was built for the Baha'i World
Congress. [See page 5 on the Congress.|

Although open for just four days during
the Congress, the Mission to America pavil-
ion is nevertheless perhaps historic in the
annals of such displays. There can be little
doubt that no such exhibit has ever been
visited by a wider and more diverse cross-
section of humanity—certainly not in so
short a time.

When ‘Abdu’l-Bahaarrived in New York,
the progressive teachings of the Baha'i Faith
on the dawning of a new era in human matu-
ration were just beginning to spread to the
West. “Now the new age is here and creation
is reborn,” ‘Abdu’l-Baha proclaimed. “Hu-
manity has taken on new life. The autumn
has gone by, and the reviving spring is here.
All things are now made new. Arts and
industries have been reborn, there are new
discoveries in science, and there are new
inventions.... Renewal is the order of the
day.”

For those who saw both exhibits, the
enormous impact of a new religious revela-
tion on human thought and emotion was
made abundantly clear.

By far the most interesting section of
the Matisse show, for instance, was the
section entitled “Abstraction and Experi-
mentation,” which covered the period be-
tween 1913 and 1917, and traced Matisse’s
development from a fairly representational
and middling expressionist painter into a
leading abstractionist.

Called “fauves” (untamed) by their crit-
ics, Matisse and other abstract expression-
ists, along with the Cubists, the Surrealists
and the Dadaists, led the early twentieth
century’s revolt against realism and impres-
sionism. The fauves worked their way into
new realms of artistic expression, painting
not just the physical, but attempting to
pictorialize the spiritual.

Matisse’s early subjects had tended to-
ward lambent odalisques in brightly-colored
interiors. They slowly became more stylized,
geometricand simplistic as he moved toward
cut-paper collage constructions—which re-
flected and even predicted the world’s awak-
ening need to progress beyond form toward
essence. The artist’s challenge to those who
viewed his paintings was a radical one: look
pastthe objective world. Certainly no compa-
rable period in the history of the world’s
artistic development has charted such a com-
pletely new direction as the one Matisse’s life
and work represents, and the Museum'’s ret-
rospective, viewed as a whole, showed why.

At the Mission to America pavilion, the
century’s radical new direction was given
forminadirect, involving, journalistic style,
tracing the conventions of the period and
outlining, one by one, the new and uncon-
ventional Bahd'f approaches.

The pavilion was the fruit of a collabora-
tion between former Disney set designer
John Kavelin and Elizabeth Martin, a writer
and filmmaker from Canada. The
partnership’s success lay in the extraordi-
nary extent to which the graphics and other
design elements captured a complex and
powerful vision for a new global order.

“As we began designing an experience
that would honor the powerful message of
‘Abdu’l-Baha,” said Mr. Kavelin, “we found
that the layout of news magazines, with each
subject a single page interspersed with the
photographs of the day, was the mostexpedi-
tious way of expressing the complex themes
the Baha'i teachings articulate.”

Displayed in five separate rooms or
(Continued on page 14)
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