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In Kenya, consultation and partnership 
are factors for success in development 
In the semi-arid Kitui District, traditional womens groups are proving 
to be effective catalystsfor grassroots development when they collabo
rate with knowledgeable NGOs and focus on appropriate technology. 

T7ALIMANI, Kitui District, Kenya - Und er the hot sun, the women slowly and deliber
~tely carried their heavy loads up the steep and du sty path from the river. Some sup
ported their burdens on their backs, braced with a cloth band around their forehead. Oth
ers used sticks to cajole donkeys, bowed with the weigh t of double loads. 

On most days, the women of Kalimani village tote water up from the Mut endea River 
like this in plastic jerry cans. On th is day in May, however, they were hauling up bags of 
riverbed sand. Their hope was that if they carried enough sand , they would soo n no long er 
have to carr y water. 

"It takes a lot of time when we go for water and it tires us to carry it home, so when the 
water is nearer, it gives us time so we can do other activities in the home," said Lydia 
Kitheka, who is 28 years old and a member of the Kalimani Women's Group, which has 
organized a project to build a new pipeline and pumping system here that will bring water 
up the hill from the river to the village. She herself has carried many bags of sand , which is 
used to lin e trenches for piping and storage tanks. "We will have more time with our 
ch ildren, more time for gardening and more time to work for income." 

There are many village water projects in the world, but wha t makes this one unusual is 
the degree to whi ch the villagers themselves - in th is case the wom en - have identified 
their needs and organized themselves to collaborate with outsiders to design, build and 
maintain the system. 

Kalimani, continued on page 8 

Members of the Kalimani Women's Group haLt! sand as part of a village water project that they are 
building. In the background, their menfolk dig thefoundation for a water storage tank. The project will 
pull waterfrom an underground reservoir created by a sub-surfacedam on the nearby Mutendea River. 
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PERSPECTIVE 

Writing our common future
 
[The following is adapted from a statement 
titled "Who is Writing the Future?: Refl ecti ons 
on the Twentieth Century," which was released 
by the Baha'i Int ernational Communitys OJ
fice of Public Information in February 1999. 
The statement examines the events of the tw en
ti eth century in light of the teachings of 
Baha'u'llah (1817-1892), the Founder of the 
Baha'i Faith, and looks to the challenges fac 
ing humanity at the century's end.] 

T he unification of the earth's inhabitants 
is neither a remote utopian vision nor, 

ultimately, a matter of choice. It constitutes 
the next, inescapable stage in the process of 
social evolution, a s tage toward which all 
the experience of past and present is impel
ling us. Until this issue is acknowledged and 
addressed , none of the ills afflicting our 
planet will find solutions, because all the 
essential challenges of the age we have en
tered are global and universal, not particu 
lar or regional. 

The last one hundred years have wit
nessed a transformation in both the way the 
earth's inhabitants have begun to plan our 
collective future and in the way we are com
ing to regard one another. The hallmark of 
both has been a process of unification. Up
heavals beyond the control of existing in
stitutions compelled world leaders to begin 
putting in place new systems of global or
ganization that would have been unthink
able at the century's beginning. 

At the midpoint of the century, these two 
developments produced a breakthrough 
whose historic Significance only future gen
erations will properly appreciate. In the af
termath of World War II, far-Sighted lead
ers found it at last possible, through the 
United Nations organization, to begin con 
solidating the foundations of world order. 
As with the cause of world ord er, so with 
the rights of the world's people. Exposure 
of the appalling suffering visited on the vic
tims of human perversity during the course 
of the war produced a worldwide sense of 
shock. Out of this trauma emerged a new 
kind of moral commitment that was for
mally institutionalized in the work of the 
United Nation s Commission on Human 

Rights and its associated agencies. 
A parallel process took place with respect 

to economic life. During the first half of the 
century, as a consequence of the havoc 
wrought by the great depression, many gov
ernments adopted legislation that created 
social welfare programs and systems of fi
nancial control , reserve funds , and trade 
regulations that sought to protect their so
cieties from a recurrence of such devasta
tion. At century's end - whatever the in
tentions and however crude the present gen
eration of tools - the masses of humanity 
have been shown that the use of the plan et's 
wealth can be fundamentally reorganized in 
response to entirely new conceptions of 
need . The effect of these developments was 
enormously amplified by the accel erating 
extension of education to the masses. 

This process of structural reorganization 
on a planetary scale was animated and rein
forced by a profound shift of consciousness. 
Throughout history, for example, experience 
seemed to demonstrate - and religious 
teaching to confirm - that women are in
ferior in nature to men .This prevailing per
ception was suddenly everywhere in retreat. 

Yet another fixture of humanity's view 
of itself throughout past millennia was a 
celebration of ethnic distinctions which, in 
recent centuries, had hardened into various 
racist fantasies . With a swiftness that is 
breathtaking in the perspective of history, 
the twentieth century saw the unity of the 
human race establish itself as a guiding prin
ciple of international order. Today, the eth
nic conflicts that continue to wreak havoc 
in many parts of the world are seen not as 
natural features of the relations among di
verse peoples, but as willful aberrations that 
must be brought under effective interna
tional control. 

Throughout humanity's long childhood, 
it was also assumed that poverty was an 
enduring and inescapable feature of the so
cial order. Now, however, this mind-set, an 
assumption that had shaped the priorities 
of every economic system the world had ever 
known, has been universally rejected. In 
theory at least, government has come to be 
everywhere regarded as essentially a trustee 
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respons ible to ensure the we ll-being of all 
of society's members. 

Particularly significan t was the loosen
ing of the grip of religio us prej udice. In the 
words of Baha' u'llah, "There can be no do ub t 
whatever that the peo ples of the wo rld, of 
whatever race or religion, derive their in
spiration from one heavenly Source, and are 
the subjects of one God." 

During these critical decades the human 
mind was also experiencing fundamenta l 
cha nges in the way that it understood the 
physical universe. The firs t half of the cen
tury saw the new theories of relativity and 
quant um mechan ics - both related to the 
na ture of ligh t - revolu tionize the field of 
phys ics and alte r the entire course of scien
tific develop me nt. Humanity entered an era 
in which in teract ion am on g physi cal sci
ences-physics, che m is try, and bio logy, 
along wit h the nascent science of eco logy
opened breathtaking p ossibili ties for the 
enhancement of life. 

The human race is now endowed with 
the means needed to realize the visionary 
goals summoned up by a steadily maturing 
consciousness. Viewed more deeply, this 
empowerment is potentially available to all 
of the earth's inhabitants, without regard to 
race , culture, or nation. 

To appreciate the transformations brought 
abou t by the period of history now ending is 
not to deny the accompanying darkness that 
throws the achieveme nts into sharp relief: the 
deliberate extermination of millions of help 
less human beings, the invention and use of 
new weapons of destruction capab le of anni
hilating who le pop ulations, the rise of ideo lo
gies tha t suffocated the spiritual and inte llec
tua l life of entire nations, damage to the physi
cal environment of the planet on a scale so 
massive that it may take centuries to heal , and 
the incalculably greater damage done to gen
erations of children taught to believe that vio
lence, indecency, and selfishness are triumphs 
of personal liberty. 

Darkness, however, is not a phenomenon 
endowed with some form of existence, muc h 
less autonomy It does not extinguish light nor 
diminish it, but marks out those areas that light 
has not reached or adeq uately illumined. 

"Peerless is th is Day," Baha'u'llah insists, 
"for it is as the eye to past ages and centu
ries , and as a ligh t unto the darkness of the 
times." In this perspective , the issu e is how 
muc h more suffering and ru in must be ex
perienced by our race before we who lehea rt
edly accept the spiritual na ture that makes 

us a single people, and gather the courage 
to plan our future in the ligh t of what has 
been so painfully learned. 

The conceptio n of civilization's fu ture 
course laid out in Baha'u'llahs writings chal
lenges muc h that today imposes itself on our 
world as norma tive and unchangeable. If 
human consciousness is essentially spiritual 
in nature - as the vast majority of ordinary 
people have always been intuitively aware 
- its deve lopment needs cannot be under
stood or served th rou gh an interpretation 
of reality that dog ma tically insists otherwise. 

No aspect of contemporary civilization 
is more direc tly cha llenged by Baha'u'llahs 
conception of the future than is the prevail
ing cult of indiv idua lism, whic h has spread 
to most parts of the world. Nurtur ed by such 
cultura l forces as polit ical ideo logy, academic 
elitism, and a consumer eco nomy, the "pur
suit of happiness" has given rise to an ag
gressive and almost boundless sense of per
sonal entitlement. The moral consequences 
have been corrosive for the individual and 
society alike - and devastating in terms of 
disease , drug addic tion and other all-too
familiar blights of century's end . 

The primary disease that afflicts society 
and generates the ills that cripple it, 
Baha'u'llah says , is the disunity of a human 
race that is distinguished by its capaci ty for 
co llaboration and whose progress to da te has 
depended on the extent to which unified 
action has, at various times and in various 
societies, been achieved. 

Intimately related to the issue of uni ty is 
a seco nd moral cha llenge that the past cen
tury has posed with ever increasing urgency. 
In the sight of God, Baha' u'llah insists, jus
tice is the "best beloved of all things". If the 
body of humankind is indeed one and indi
visib le, then the authority exercised by its 
governing institutions represents essentially 
a trusteesh ip. Each individual person comes 
into the wo rld as a trust of the whole , and it 
is thi s feature of hu man exis tence that con
stitutes the real foundation of the social, eco
nomic and cul tural rights. 

Responding to the impulses of the Di
vine, the earth's peoples have progressively 
developed the spiritual , intellectual, and 
moral capacities tha t have combined to civi
lize hu man character . This millennia-long, 
cumula tive process has now reac hed the 
stage character istic of all the decisive turn
ing poin ts in th e evolutionary process, when 
previously unrealized possibilities suddenly 

Future, continued on lJage /4 

The unification of 
the earth's 
inhabitants is 
neither a remote 
utopian vision nor, 
ultimately, a 
matter of choice. 
It constitutes the 
next, inescapable 
stage in the 
process of social 
evolution, a stage 
toward which all 
the experience of 
past and present 
is impelling us. 
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At the Hague, civil society mobilizes for 
peace, calling for a "new diplomacy" 

The Hague Appeal 
for Peace can be 
seen as a step in 
the on-going 
process of cross
sectorial 
alignment and 
collaboration 
among the various 
and diverse 
groups of global 
civil society. 

THE HAGUE - In terms of their or igins , 
the reversal betw een the 1899 Hagu e 

Peace Con ference and on e held thi s year 
is quite dram ati c. 

A hundred years ago, the First Hague 
Peace Conference was organized by govern
ments. Conv ened by Russia and the Neth
erlands, it drew government representatives 
from 26 nations and resulted in the estab
lishment of the Perm anent Court of Arbi
tration , predecessor to today's International 
Cour t of Ju stice. 

The 1999 Hague Appeal for Peace 
which drew at least 8,000 people from some 
100 countries representing more than 700 
organizations - was convened not by gov
ern ments but by organizations of civil soci
ety. Governments, although they had talked 
abou t holding a major peace conference in 
the Hague this year, disagreed over its scope 
and settled for a small-scale, two-da y com
memoration of the 1899 even t. 

"This shift in the initiative is most sig
nificant," said Prime Minister Sheikh Hasin a 
of Bangladesh, in a closing address to the 
Appeal, which ran 11-15 May 1999. "Once 

the initiative for peace is taken over by civil 
soc ie ty, peace canno t be far awa y. Th is 
should happen all over the world." 

Indeed , th e decision by civil so ciety 
groups to hold their own event very mu ch 
reflects the resu ltant conference's underly
ing theme: that governments have failed to 
adequately address the wid er causes of war 
and that the structure for lasting peace can 
only be erected now if civil soci ety mobi
lizes to give govern ments a push . 

"The world is emerging from the bloodi
est, most war-ridden century in history," said 
the Hague Agenda for Peace and Justice in the 
21st Century, the Appeal's main document. 

"On the eve of the new cen tury, it is time 
to create the conditions in which the pri 
mary aim of the United Na tions, ' to save 
succeeding generations from the scourge of 
war', can be realized .... [T]his historic mis
sion and responsibility cannot be entrusted 
solely to governments." 

The 8,500-word Agenda, which was 
compiled through a seri es of preparatory 
meetings and via the Int ern et by the 70-plus 
civil society groups on the conference's or
ganizing and coordinating committees, ac
cordingly goes beyond simply calling on 
govern ments to do mor e. In the Agenda and 
at the conference, dire ct actions and initi a
tives by civil society itself were emphasized. 
Specifically, conference organizers advocated 
greater reliance on a new model of diplo
macy in which "citizen advocates , progres
sive govern ments and int ern ational organi
zations work together on common goals," 
as stated in the Agenda . 

"Together we represent what is kno wn 
as the new, or democratic diplomacy, whi ch 
has already proved its effectiveness in bring
ing about the treaty to ban landmines , the 
statute creating the International Criminal 
Court and the World Court opinion on the 
illegality of nuclear weap ons ," said Cora 
Weiss, a longtime peace activist who served 
as president of the Appeal. 

All together, the con ference was also a 
Significant demonst rati on of the ever in -

Hague AppealJor Peace SecretaryGeneral William Pace, leJt, and Nobel Prize winner 
jadyWilliamsat a press conference. The Intemational Campaign to Ban Landmines, 
which Ms. Williamsheaded, was cited asa modeloj the "New Diplomacy." 
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creasing organization and cooperation 
within international civil society as a whole. 
In many respects , The Hague Appeal for 
Peace can be seen as another step in a pro
cess of cross-sectorial alignment and col
laboration among the various and diverse 
groups of civil society that began with the 
large NGO Forums associated with the 
decade's major United Nations global con
ferences on issues of edu cation , environ
ment and development, human rights, 
population, wom en , poverty, cities and food. 

"Many NGOs expanded alliances and coa
litions at the Hague," said Jonathan Dean, ad
visor on international security issues for the 
Washington-based Union of Concerned Sci
entists. "For example, we linked up more 
clearly than we had before with a couple of 
groups interested in early warnings of conflict. 
We also joined the global coalition on small 
arms and we tightened our relationship with 
groups moving toward complete nuclear dis
armament. This meeting really took the place 
of a UN-organized conference on peace and 
disarmament issues, which it wasn't possible 
or convenient to hold ." 

Long preparations 

The event drew a wide range of partici
pants, from representatives of well-known 
international non-governmental organiza
tions (NGOs) to individual grassroots peace 
activists. A number of world leaders ad
dress ed the Appeal, including UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan , H.M. Que en Noor of 
Jordan, the Prim e Minister of the Nether
lands , and Ms. Hasina of Bangladesh , as well 
as UNICEF Executive Director Carol 
Bellamy and a number of Nobel Prize win
ners . Some 80 governments sent represen
tatives, said conference organizers. 

"Please be assured that man y of us felt 
that the Hague Appeal for Peace was a land
mark toward progress for a peaceful world," 
said His Excellency Anwarul Karim 
Chowdhury, Bangladesh's permanent repre
sentative to the United Nations , who at
tend ed the Appeal. "Personally, I felt it was 
a civil society organized event. Not only was 
it well organized , but it had heart as well. 
Youalways felt so good . Usually, government 
meetings are very st iff, but you actually en
joyed being there. Beyond that it was also a 
very substantive meeting, whi ch produced 
a substan tive document." 

The meeting was initiated by four 
groups: The International Associ ation of 
Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms (IALANA), 

the International Peace Bureau (IPB) , Inter
national Physi cians for the Prevention of 
Nucl ear War (IPPNW), and the World Fed
eralist Movementflnstitute for Global Policy 
(WFM). But as of the conference's end, some 
70 NGOs had become involved with the 
event's organizing and coordinating commit
tees and more than 700 signed on as "regis
tered organizations" or "endorsers." 

According to Ms. Weiss , the Agenda was 
crafted in a two-year process that involved 
deep consultation of those 70-some groups. 
Their goals were to stimulate networking, 
coalition building and the advan cement of 
various specific international initiatives , 
with the overall aim of stimulating a broad, 
worldwide campaign to hasten the establish
ment of lasting peace in the world. 

The result, as organizers acknowledge, 
did not win full agreement of all those who 
participated in the Conference or its prepa
rations. The Hague Agenda is nevertheless 
a fairly comprehensive summing up of the 
thinking of tho se progressive elements of 
civil society that have been so involved in 
the NGO Forums of the recent UN Confer
ences. In this regard, it might be described 
as the first real broad-based reit eration of 
civil society's collective wisdom on global 
issues concerning peace and justice . 

Among oth er things, the Hague Agenda 
for Peace and Ju stice in the 21st Century 
broadly calls for a stronger and more proac
tive United Nations, stronger mechanisms 
to implement and en force human rights , 
more efforts to promote peace education, 
more women in decision-making, and wider 
efforts to promote international democracy 
and global governance. 

In terms of specific in itiatives , the 
Agenda calls for wider ratification of th e 

The dance group "Awake," 
sponsored by the 
Netherlands Baha'i 
Community, performed at 
the Global Forum during 
the Hague Appealfor Peace. 

"This meeting 
really took the 
place of a UN
organized 
conference on 
peace and 
disarmament 
issues, which it 
wasn't possible or 
convenient to 
hold." 

- Jonathan Dean, . 
Union of Concerned 

Scientists 
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The Baha'iInternational 
Community sponsored a 
presentation on "Promoting 
Positive Messages Through 
the Media," a project which 
uses media and theatrical 
techniques to promote social 
healing and interethnic 
communication in 

Southeastern Europe. Left 
to right are Lorraine Hetu of 
Belgium, Beth Bowen of the 
United States, and Robert 
Zuber of Croatia, doing a 
mock radio program based 
on the project's techniques. 

"The New 
Diplomacy is a 
model based on 
partnership 
between 
governments and 
international 
organizations." 

- William Pace, 
Secretary General, 
the Hague Appeal 

for Peace 

1997 Landmine Ban Treaty and the Biologi
cal Weapons Convention, the accelerated 
acceptance and establishment of the pro
posed International Criminal Court, and the 
successful launch of new campaigns to limit 
the proliferation of small arms and to end 
the use of child soldiers. 

The New Diplomacy 

Conference organizers hope to accom
plish such activities not only through tradi
tional forms of lobbying and coalition build
ing, but also through great use of the so
called "New Diplomacy," a phrase adopted 
to signify the increasing partnership that has 
arisen between NGOs and governments in 
small- to middle-sized countries in efforts 
to get around opposition to specific treaties 
and positions by other governments, often 
the so-called major powers. 

The most cited example of the New Di
plomacy in action was the 1997 Landmine 
Ban Treaty, which was negotiated to a suc
cessful conclusion over the objections of 
several major world powers. The treaty, 
which as of 31 March 1999 had been signed 
by some 135 countries, seeks to ban the use, 
stockpiling, production and transfer of anti
personnel mines. It is widely agreed that the 
rapid and successful negotiation of its final 
text was due in large part to work of several 
"middle-power" governments working in 
close collaboration with a coalition of inter
national non-governmental organizations. 

"The New Diplomacy is a model based 
on partnership between governments and 
international organizations," said William 
Pace, executive director of the World Fed
eralist Movement, who served as secretary
general of the Hague Appeal for Peace. "In 

the international campaign to ban 
landmines, it was clearly grid-locked in the 
official process. So NGOs, working with 
progressive governments, and especially 
with the leaders of Canada and Norway, 
pulled it out of the UN process, convened 
meetings of government and NGOs, drafted 
a treaty and got it successfully ratified by 
many countries around the world." 

A global bazaar 

In addition to plenary speeches and 
"overview session" panel discussions, the 
Hague conference also featured some 400 
smaller workshops and seminars, as well as 
a large exhibit area where more than 180 
organizations set up booths with literature 
tables and displays. At times the event had 
the aspect of a diverse, global bazaar, with 
many informal meetings and performances 
occurring with apparent spontaneity in the 
hallways and foyers of the Netherlands Con
gress Center, where the conference was held. 

Religious groups were an important pres
ence at the Appeal. "There was also consen
sus that religion and spirituality needed to 
be incorporated into the peace process, and 
attention paid to the importance of religion 
in a world wi thou t war," said Kathleen 
Uhler, OSF, co-director of Franciscans In
ternational, who co-coordinated a focus 
group on religion and spirituality. "I think 
religion has been the cause of war, but it 
can also be used to create a culture of peace." 

More than 50 Baha'is from 19 countries 
participated in the conference. Among them 
were representatives from the Baha'i Inter
national Community's Office of Public In
formation in Paris, which sponsored a pre
sentation on "Promoting Positive Messages 
Through the Media." This project was se
lected as one of the first initiatives of the 
Royaumont Process, a diplomatic counter
part to the Dayton Accords that ended the 
conflict in Bosnia. 

"Promoting Positive Messages" uses 
media and theatrical techniques to promote 
social healing and interethnic communica
tion in the war-tom region of southeastern 
Europe. To date, training sessions for the 
project have taken place in six countries. 
The war over Kosovo interrupted plans to 
hold sessions in Bosnia, Yugoslavia, and 
Macedonia in spring 1999, but a new sched
ule is currently being devised. [See ONE 
COUNTRY October-December 1998.] 

The Netherlands Baha'i community and 
the European Baha'i Youth Council (EBYC) 
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coordinated the Baha'i presence at the Appeal. 
Both entities had exhibition booths in the Glo
bal Forum area. As well, the Netherlands com
munity sponsored its youth dance workshop, 
"Awake," which gave performances on the 
theme of promoting tolerance . The Youth 
Council was deeply involved in the formula
tion of the youth statement. 

Many of the Baha'is who attended the 
Hague Appeal were present as representa-

HUMAN 

tives of other peace organizations. "There 
were Baha'is there from educational groups, 
interreligious groups, youth organizations 
and others," said Yolande Milam-Van Den 
Hoogen, secretary of the Baha'i community 
of the Netherlands. "Baha'is around the 
world are very diverse and yet they are work
ing hard to create a culture of peace. Our 
hope was to show that it is possible to work 
together in unity and diversity." ~ 

RIGHTS 

UNCHR again expresses concern for Iran's Baha'is
 

GENEVA - For the eighteenth time in 
eighteen years, the United Nations Com

mission on Human Rights (UNCHR) has ex
pressed its concern over human rights viola
tions against the Baha'is ofIran, noting a "wors
ened pattern of persecution, including death 
sentences, executions, arrests and the closure 
of the Baha'i Institute of Higher Education." 

The resolution passed on 16 April 1999 
by a vote of23 to 16, with 14 abstentions. The 
vote followed a January report by Maurice 
Danby Copithorne, the Commission's special 
representative on Iran, which stated that de
spite "President Khatamis plans for a toler
ant , diverse and law-abiding society," the con
dition of the Baha'is "remains unchanged or 
perhaps, in some respects, it has worsened." 

Mr. Copithorne noted that as of Decem
ber 1998, some 17 Baha'i remained in prison 

with six facing death sentences. He also ex
pressed concern over Iranian Government 
raids against the Baha'i Institute of Higher 
Education last fall, which resulted in the 
arrest of 36 faculty members and the clo
sure of the institution, a privately run uni
versity that Baha'is organized in response to 
the exclusion of Baha'i youth from all other 
universities in Iran. 

"The continued campaign against the 
Baha 'is defies rational explanation ," said 
Techeste Ahderom, the Baha'i International 
Community's principal representative to the 
United Nations. "The Baha'is in Iran seek 
only their rights under the International 
Human Rights Covenants. What is neces
sary are legal and entirely public steps that 
will firmly establish the complete emanci-. 
pation of the Baha'is of Iran." ~I: 

Despite "President . 

Khatami's plans 
for a tolerant, 
diverse and law
abiding society," 
the condition of 
the Baha'is 
"remains 
unchanged or 
perhaps, in some 
respects, it has 
worsened. " 

- UN report 

CIVIL SOCIETY 

Millennium Forum to be held in UN GA hall 

U NITED NATIONS - In an unusual ar
rangement , the Millennium Forum 

has been given the use of the UN General 
Assembly Hall for its opening and closing 
sessions, which have now been scheduled 
for 22 and 26 May 2000. 

The United Nations Secretariat has also 
agreed to provide other conference rooms 
for the meeting, which will seek to bring 
together civil society representatives from 
all over the world to consult about the glo
bal challenges that must be confronted by 
the United Nations in the 2lS! Century. 

As well, in a meeting held 28-29 June, 
the Steering Committee of the Forum es
tablished its main sub-themes. These themes 
will correspond to , but not match , the 
themes that are being proposed for consid
eration by governments at the UN's Millen

nium Assembly meeting, which has now 
been scheduled for 6 September 2000 . 

The sub-themes for the Millennium Fo
rum will be: 1) Peace, security and disarma
ment; 2) Eradication of poverty; 3) Human 
rights ; 4) Sustainable development and envi
ronment; 5) Strengthening and democratiz
ing the UN and international institutions; and, 
6) Facing the challenges of globalization: 
achieving equality, justice, and diversity. 

At the 28-29 June meeting, the Steering 
Committee also adopted a working budget for 
the Forum, and decided that a preliminary fig
ure of $2,031,500 will be needed for staffing, 
equipment, outreach, materials, and transla
tion. More than half of the proposed budget 
($1,280,000) has been allocated to insure ad
equate participation of NGOs and civil soci
ety representatives from the global South.~ 
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D EVE LOP MEN T 

In Kenya, consultation and partnership are 
factors for success for women's groups 

Dr. Eliab Some oj AMREF, 
at center and wearing a 
vest, looks on while a 
colleague shows how high a 
plannedsub-surJace dam on 
the Mutendea River will be 
when completed. The dam 
willcatch sand and create 
an underground water 
reservoir behind it. Behind 
Dr. Some, in the white hat, 
is Geraldine Robarts oj 
Rehema, a Baha'i
sponsored, non
governmental organization. 
Behind Dr. Some on the leJt 
isJosephine Mailu,head oj 
the Kalimani Health Center. 

The Kalimani 
Womens Water 
Project makes a 
powerful 
statement about 
women, 
community 
participation, and 
the importance of 
multiple 
partnerships in 
development 
work. 

Kalimani, continued from page aile 
"Quite often we talk about community 

participation, but we don't always see it," 
said Dr. Eliab Some, head of strategic plan
ning and monitoring for the African Medi
cal and Research Foundation (AMREF) , 
wh ich is providing technical assistance to 
the Kalimani water project. "But this is ac
tive community parti cipation. Th ey are not 
ju st sitting and watching others work. The 
community was responsible for identifying 
the problem, seeing a solution , and now they 
are providing the labor. This is the ideal. " 

As such, the Kalimani Wom en's Water 
Project , along with a series of oth er projects 
that have been operated by women's groups 
in this semi-arid district some 150 kilome
ters east of Nairobi , makes a powerful state
ment about women, community parti cipa 
tion , and the importance of multiple part
nerships in development work. 

The story of how the Kalimani Women's 
Group came to help build a water system 
that promises to provide safe drinking wa
ter year round for some 6,000 people in two 
villages is a complex one, with partners at 
many levels. This is made more so because 
it relies on sub-surface dam s, an innovative 

but appropriate technology that seeks to cre
ate a reservoir of underground water. But 
the story is inspiring and instructive. 

For one thing, not only have the women 
here provided most of th e labor for the 
project - they have also convinced their 
menfolk to shoulder much of the burden . 
As wom en struggled up the hill last May to 
carry bags of sand , their husbands and son s 
worked with mattocks and picks to dig foun
dation holes for a storage tank. 

Traditionally, men almost never carry wa
ter, and it would be rare for them to work di
rectly for wom en. But here, the women are 
clearly in charge. The men, like the women, 
work for a "payment" of two-kilograms of 
maize per day, provided by the German devel
opment agency, GTZ. "The brains behind this 
are the women," said Dr. Some. "The men are 
just providing the muscles." 

International attention 

The project - along with a group of 
other projects run largely by women in this 
district- has dr awn international attention 
for its innovation and success. The Kalimani 
Women's Group, along with the Matinyan i 
Women's Group [see story, page 13] , has been 
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selected for exhibition as a "worldwide" 
showcase project at the Expo 2000 World's 
Fair next year in Han over, Germa ny. An
other exhibition, put togeth er by Epcot Cen
ter at Disney World in Florid a, USA, as part 
of an exhibit cele bra ting the mill ennium, 
will also feature the Kalimani project and 
others organized by wom en's groups here. 

Elizabeth Dowdeswell visited the project 
two years ago while she was executive di
rector of the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and said she believes it 
represents "sustainable development in its 
real, not academic, sens e." 

"Th e thing that s truck me was the inge
nuity and the un common en thusias m and 
energy of the women," Ms. Dowdeswell said. 
"That is what is driving the succ ess of the 
project . . . in terms of realizing wha t the 
commun ity needs both in the short term and 
in the long term. " 

"Th ey linked environmental, economic 
and soc ial needs and sou ght responses that 
cons ide red and ba lance d all th ree," Ms. 
Dowd eswell said . "Witness their concern for 
an en vironmentally appropriate develop
ment of water resou rces, their att enti on to 
health and edu cation concerns, and their vi
sion to find an activity that would make their 
commu nity sus tainable economically. " 

Th e water project is wort h examining in 
some detail because it is among the newest 
and most active of the projects here, and it 
focuses on communi ty developm ent more 
than merely income generation. Genuine 
group consultation has played an imp ortant 
role in helping the women to identify their 
needs and goals. 

Th e Kalimani Wom en's Group formed 
gradually as smaller groups consolida ted in 
th e lat e 1980s and early 1990s , ins pired 
partly by the successes of the neighboring 
Matin yani Women's Grou p, which is based 
in Matinyani village abo ut ten kilom eters 
away. Josephine Mailu, a member of the 
Matinyani group but a resident of Kalimani, 
was instrumental in helping women here or
gan ize themselves in to a separa te gro up, 
which now has about 600 members. 

"Such groups are a natural thin g here," 
said Ms. Mailu , explaining that the harsh 
climate and living condi tions of the region 
has always for ced people - especially 
women - to work togeth er in the villages. 
"We must help each oth er to surv ive." 

In the early 1990s, the group began its 
collabora tion with Rehem a, a Kenya-based, 
Baha'i-sponsored , non -governmental orga

nization that had also been working with 
th e Matinyani gro up . One o f Reh ema's 
founders, Geraldine Robart s, kn ew of the 
Kaliman i women's desire for help. 

Sharing ideas 

Reh ema offered workshops on health 
and hygiene and also on consultation - a 
gro u p-o rie n te d , n on-p arti san , non
adver sarial decision-making process that is 
used by Baha'i co mmunities worldwide. 
According to some women in Kalimani, the 
principles of consultation were important 
in help ing them to se t goals and pri orities. 

"It is easier to share ideas together," said 
Patricia Munani e, a 42-year-old Kalim ani 
woman who is vice chair of the grou p's wa
ter committee , spea king of the impact of 
Baha 'i principles on the group. "They help 
us to listen to each other and to get the good 
ideas, regardless of who got the good idea 
in the community." 

About the same time, one of the group's 
memb ers had a visionary dream in which 
she saw a hospital in the village, where medi
cines came in food con taine rs and we re 
readily available. Inspired by the lessons on 
consultation and the dream, the wom en de
cided to build a health center. 

Rehema helped them to make contacts 
with development funding agencies, provid
ing seed money for building materials. The 
women themselves provided the cons truc
tion labor and even mad e the bricks. Gradu
ally, over a period from the early 1990s to 
the present day, the cen ter gradually took 
shape. First, a two-room birthing center was 
built. It was completed in 1995. Two more 
rooms and a verand a were added in 1996 
and 1997. A s torage area and laboratory 

"They linked 
environmental, 
economic and 
social needs and 
sought responses 
that considered 
and balanced all 
three.... They were 
trying to meet 
short term needs, 
but clearly with an 
eye to long term 
sustainability." 

- Elizabeth · 
Dowdeswell, former 
executive director of 

UNEP 

The men in Kalimani are 
helping to digJoundation 
holesJar the water system. 
In the background is the 
health center building. 
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were finished in 1998 . In all, the center cost 
less than $10,000 in outside funding. 

Ms. Mailu, who has training as a nurse, 
nutritionist and community health worker, 
is in charge of the clinic . She said the facil
ity treats from 50 to 80 patients per day. But 
the completion of the health center build
ing gave the women more than better medi
cal care . It also became a focal point for the 
group and its main gathering place - im
parting by the simple fact of its existence an 
enormous new sense of self-confidence. 

According to Mailu and others, it soon 
became clear that many of the village's health 
problems stemmed from a shortage of clean 
water - indeed, any sort of water - dur
ing much of the year. 

Annual rainfall here is 600 to 1000 mil
limeters, but that comes mainly in two rainy 
seasons in October-December and March
May. The rest of the year, average rainfall is 
less than 200mm, and as little as 25mm 
during the June-September dry season. 

During the dry season, the Mutendea 
River dries up entirely, forcing the villagers 
to dig down one or two meters into the ri
verbed in search of water. The digging pro
cess creates dirty, open wells, which are 
shared by humans and animals alike . 

Through consultations with Rehema, 
the group learned about an appropriate 
technology known as a "sub-sur face" dam. 
Essentially an ordinary dam, it has extra 
strength and thickness and a special shape 
to catch and hold sand behind it. Over 
time, the extra sand becomes a repository 
for sub-surface water, creating an under
ground reservoir in the riverbed that re
sists evaporation during the dry season 

and can be more reliably "harvested," over 
a longer period of time. Ideally, each year, 
the wall is built higher, catching more sand 
and expanding the reservoir. 

Designing and building such a dam was 
clearly beyond the financial capacity and 
technical expertise of the local women, but 
Rehema helped the group to line up several 
other partners, including the Canadian
based International Development Research 
Center (lORC) and the Community Devel
opment Trust Fund of the European Union, 
which provided funding; the German devel
opment agency (GTZ), which provided sup
port through its innovative "Food for Work" 
program; and AMREF, which had already 
been involved in setting up the health cen
ter and now began to assist in designing the 
water system. The World Health Organiza
tion, the Kenyan Ministry of Health, the 
International Women's Club of Nairobi, the 
Spanish-speaking Women's Club and oth
ers have also contributed to the project. 

In 1998, the women successfully built 
two dams and a manually operated pump 
system and storage tank at the health cen
ter. By May 1999 , they were working on an 
improved pumping and storage system to 
bring more water higher up the hill and 
nearer to the village. They are also adding a 
new dam, which will be higher, so as to catch 
more sand and hold more water. 

"In our plan, when the water comes up 
we will go put a medicine in it , so it will 
reduce diseases like diarrhea and bilharzia," 
said Ms. Munanie of the water committee, 
referring to the use of chlorination to kill 
bacteria and the worms that cause schisto
somiasis. "The children will be healthier. ve 

development community - you are Analyzing the factors for success 
not supposed to say that it is a white 

Complex and interrelated factors ac
count for the ability of the Kalimani 
women to work well together and with 
others , say those who have studied the 
project. The climate itself, with its long 
periods of drought, has forced people 
to work together simply to survive. 
Their Akamba tribal heritage also plays 
a role. Akamba men have traditionally 
been traders and were often away for 
long periods, which strengthened the 
role of women. 

"There is also a high level of lit
eracy in the community, creating a 
critical mass of literate and trusted 
people" who are able to carry out a 

project, said Donna Pido, an anthro woman from the outside who gets the 
pologist who studied the project for thing to work in this group," said Dr. 
the IDRC. "These women are very Pido. "But that is what it is." 
good at forming a committee and get "The Kalimani women would like 
ting work done, " she added. "The to do things on their own," she con
Akarnba women have for several de tinued, "but even if they could get to 
cades had an outstanding record in Nairobi and find the embassies that 
terms of their ability to overcome the control the aid money, which they 
petty gossiping and picking on each can't, they couldn't speak the language 
other that breaks up women's groups that the donor agencies speak. So it 
in other parts of Kenya and Africa." doesn't matter how well organized or 

Another important factor, said Dr. how well motivated a group is in a 
Pido, has been the intervention by rural area in Eastern Africa - if they 
Reherna, specifically by Geraldine do not have someone intermediating 
Robarts . " It goes entirely counter to between them and the outside, they 
the current thinking and trends in the don't have a prayer." ~ 

ONE COUNTRY / April-June 1999 10 ©AfnanLibraryTrust, 2024



A "world-class" artist who straddles 
two worlds: painting and development 

Geraldine Robarts recently exhibited her paintings at the German development agency (GTZ) in Nairobi. 

N AIROBI - It may be coincidence. Or it 
may be something working through her 

subconscious. But the theme in most of 
Geraldine Robarts' recent paintings is water. 

"I love the water," said the London-born 
painter. "So I've been painting the sea and 
the ocean for the past year." 

This is interesting because Ms. Robarts 
lives in Nairobi, located high and dry some 
500 kilometers from the coast, and she 
spends much of her time these days think
ing about a village water project in the semi
arid Kitui District. [See previous story.] 

But for Ms. Robarts , who has lived in 
Kenya for more than 28 years, contradic
tions are more often connections in her in
tensely active mind. One minute Ms. Robarts 
is talking about the use of foot-powered 
water pumps in African villages and the next 
she is discussing how her latest paintings 
- which are abstract swirls of paint and 
glitter that can easily be envisioned as a 
frothy and foaming seascape - are for her 
a form of religious worship. 

These two worlds , painting and rural 
development, are certainly well connected 
in her life and activities . Ms. Robarts' work 
has been featured in numerous art shows 
around the world and she could probably 
easily double or triple her income from 
painting with a little extra marketing. Yet 
she spends much of her time, her energy 

and her considerable clout as an artist to 
promote the cause of village women in the 
Kitui District among humanitarian aid agen
cies here in Kenya's capitol. 

This extends to her own pocketbook, 
inasmuch as she often uses her paintings as 
barter, either to pay her own bills or bills 
for the projects in Kitui. "I pay 80 percent 
of my bills with paintings, " she said. For her, 
it is as if money is just an unnecessary in
termediary, something not to trifle with if 
an artistic short cut will save time. 

In 1992, Ms. Robarts - along with two 
other women in Kenya - founded Rehema , 
a Nairobi-based non-governmental organi
zation dedicated to helping rural women in 
Kenya . All three women are Baha'is, and they 
seek to apply Baha'i principles in their work. 
"Our theme is the integration of the practi
cal and the spiritual to restore and sustain 
human dignity through economic indepen
dence," says a Reherna brochure. 

Ms. Robarts also seeks to express Baha'i 
principles in her art. "The purpose of my 
paintings is to bring joy and life and spiri
tuality to people," said Ms. Robarts. "1 try 
to create peace in my paintings." 

By all accounts, she has succeeded. "She 
is rated as one of the best artists in Kenya ," 
said Morris Amboso, curator of the Watatu 
Gallery, the largest private art gallery in East 
Africa , which has had a number of shows 

"She is a highly 
gifted world-class . 

artist. She is able 

to portray, in 
abstract form, 

what people 
commonly refer to 
as the spiritual 
path. And her 

abstracts speak to 
people who ere 
deeply spiritually 
committed across 
all religions." 

- RemiAruasa, 
owner, Halpen 
Gochi Gallery 
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"What these 
Kalimani women 
have given me is a 
feeling of 
prosperity in [my 
heart}. And joy in 
life. They go 
through such 
hardships and 
they go through 
them with 
radiance. I've 
learned from them 
that we are all 
dust in the path of 
God." 
- Geraldine Robarts 

Some examples of 

Ms. Robarts' 

paintings can be 

viewed at the ONE 

COUNTRY site on 

the World W ide 

Web at 
wwwonecountryorg 

featu ring Ms. Robarts ' work. "People like her 
style. The y are happ y paintings. " 

Ms. Robarts has had exhibitions not only 
in Nai robi, but in Uganda, South Africa , 
Canada, England and the United States. Pri
vate collectors worldwide, in countries from 
Japan to Switzerland, own her work. 

"She is a highly gifted world-class art
ist," sa id Remi Arua sa , ow ner of Halpen 
Gochi Art Gallery in Nairobi. Ms. Aruasa, 
who is a Buddhist, has also featu red Ms. 
Robarts in a recent exhibition and she has 
some 30 of her paint ings in her private col
lect ion . "She is able to portray, in abstract 
form , what peopl e commonly refer to as the 
sp iritual path. And I've not iced that her ab
stra cts speak to people who are deeply spiri
tually committed across all religions." 

Born as Geraldine Bannister in London 
in 1939 , she was shipped out to relat ives in 
South Afric a during th e Blitz . Raised to 
adulthood there, she studied fine arts at the 
University of Witwaterst rand and later re
ceived an M.A. in edu cation from the Uni
versity of Nairobi. 

She became a Baha'i at the age of 19, a 
step which without doubt has been one of 
the major influ ences on her life. "I had no 
reli gious upbringing, but I searched and 
searched and searched. " she said, describ
ing how as a young woman she visited vir
tually every church in Johannesburg. "I 
kn ew there was a God ." 

At uni versity, she met a young architec
tural student, Patrick Robarts - whom she 
lat er married. Mr. Robarts , a Baha'i, told her 
of th e Faith's principles . "W hen he said , 
'There is on e God , one humanity and one 
religion, ' I just wiped the sweat off my brow 
and said , 'Whew, that is such a relief." She 
felt she had finally found the truth. 

The Baha'i principles reflected what she 
had always believed. "In my private school 
edu cation in South Africa, from the age of 
six onward, the first lesson of the day was 
that 'you littl e white children , in this littl e 
white class, are better than any other chil
dr en because you've got white sk in.' And I 
knew that it wasn 't tru e. Because - and th is 
was the first time I realized that God is on e 
- my mother had let a black family stay 
illegally in a little guest hou se we had . And 
every night they used to sing prayers. And I 
sometimes went to listen. And I knew that 
God was in that room. There was a pres
ence of the Holy Spirit in that room that I 
didn't find at any of th e churches I visited." 

She married Mr. Robarts in 1962 and , 

unwilling to raise ch ildre n in apartheid 
South Africa, th ey moved to London and 
then in 1964, to Uganda. In 1972 they 
moved to Kenya, fleeing th e turmoil of Idi 
Amin's repressive regime. 

While raising four children, she both 
painted and taught painting. From 1964 
to 1970, she was a lecturer in art educa
tion at Kampala's prestigious Maker ere 
University. From 1977 to 1982, sh e taught 
painting at Keny atta University in Nairobi, 
se rving for two yea rs as head of th e paint
ing department. 

It was as an art teacher that her life be
gan to int ersect with rural women. Her first 
fora y int o development work was with a 
group of Kiku yu women in Limuru , about 
50 kilometers outside of Nairobi. Th eir at
tempts at making and selling handcrafts 
were fail ing and she tau ght them how to 
mak e simple crea tions su ch as baskets and 
decorative baobab trees from readil y avail
able banana fibers. 

Susan Mwendwa, chair of the Matinyani 
Wom en's Group , heard of how Ms. Robarts 
had h elped th e Limuru group and ap
proached her, asking if she might also help 
them improve their weaving designs and 
marketing skills. 

What began as an effort at artistic train
ing soon blossomed into a full-scale collabo
ration in rural development, as Ms. Robarts 
increasingly used her contacts in Nairobi to 

win aid and recognition for the wom en of 
Kitu i. Ms. Rob arts , along with Kenyans 
Margaret Ogembo and Cath erine Mboya 
who were also involved in various forms of 
rural development work - found ed Reherna 
to formalize their acti vit ies. 

Ms. Robarts says she gets more from the 
development work than sh e gives . "What 
these Kaliman i women have given me is a 
feeling of prosp erity in here," she says, point
ing to her heart. "And joy in life. They go 
through such hardships and they go thr ough 
them with rad iance. I've learned from them 
that we are all dust in the path of God. " 

And so she straddles two worlds, paint
ing and development work, seeing both as 
training grounds for her spirit. 

"Pa inting for me definitely is wor
sh ip ," she sa ys . "Th e spirit and subject 
and inspira ti on of my paintings are all 
given to me, I believe, by God. I feel I 
draw closer to God when I am painting. 
I feel that tr em endous se ns e of lov e, of 
being a hollow reed, through which the 
power of God is flowing ." ~f 
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Relying on local resources, Matinyani women are a global model
 

M ATlNYAN1, Kitui District, Kenya - Were it not for 
the training she has received from her participation 

in the Matinyani Women's Group, Tabitha Muthui believes 
she would be a bar-girl today - if she were alive at all. 
"I've seen so many people left by their parents, having to 
do dirty things, like working in the clubs ," said Ms. 
Muthui. "And they get AIDS and then get sick and die." 

But thanks in part to the skills she has learned at weav
ing classes held at the Group's community center here, 
Ms. Muthui today runs a relatively prosperous household, 
bringing in even more income than her construction
worker husband . She works at home, weaving colorful 
wall-hangings that sell for the equivalent of US$65. 

"1 have built a house for ourselves and our children," 
said the 28-year-old mother. 'T he weaving made it possible. " 

Ms. Muthuis story is not uncommon here, where the 
success of the Matinyani Women's Group at helping its 
members get the skills they need to set up small-scale in
come generation projects has made it one of the most ac
claimed development efforts in Kenya . 

Founded in the late 1980s, the Group started with a 
simple idea -let's build a community center for ourselves. 
Achieving that task attracted the attention of other 
women's groups, plus development organizations and do
nor agencies, leading to a string of projects that include 
the weaving and marketing of sisal baskets and artistic 
wall-hangings, a simple but highly profitable mango-dry
ing scheme, several small bakeries, a grain-grinding mill, 
brick-making efforts, and a pottery production center. 

"In my professional experience , and I've been in inter
national development work for almost 30 years, this se
ries of projects are, collectively, examples of the most out
standing sustainable community development activities 
that I have observed," said Alfred K. Neumann, a senior 
advisor to the University of California at Los Angeles 
(UCLA) Center for Health Sciences. 

"The projects have not only focused on income gen
eration in a moral and ethical framework, but have also 
focused on the wise use of the income," said Dr. Neumann. 
"The result is that you have more children getting immu
nized, more children in schools, especially girls, improved 
nutrition, improved health and better houses." 

Dr. Neumann estimates that the projects have directly 
benefited more than 1,000 women - and 10,000 extended 
family members. "The ripple effects are probably helping 
many more, so these are conservative figures ," said Dr. 
Neumann. Anecdotal evidence , such as Ms. Muthuis story, 
indicates that income has risen substantially for many. And 
the Group's success has inspired others in the region to launch 
projects, like the Kalimani health center. [See page 1] 

Collectively, the projects will be featured at the Expo 
2000 World's Fair in Hanover, Germany, and at the Epcot 
Center in Florida, USA. They have also been recognized 

with a "We the peoples..." award by the International In
stitute for Sustainable Development for demonstrating 
"significant positive self help attribu tes." 

The project has succeeded because of a variety of fac
tors - including specific traditions of the Akamba people 
that give women a high degree of autonomy and promote 
respect for each other within groups. But by many ac
counts, it is the efforts of two women - one an indig
enous Akamba and the other a European raised in South 
Africa - that provided the outside perspective and guid
ance that allowed the groups really to succeed. 

Susan Mwendwa, who was born in nearby Machakos 
district, used her leadership role as the wife of a Member 
of Parliament in the late 1980s to travel about and orga
nize the Akamba women into large and well-structured 
groups that were able to mobilize themselves to launch 
the many projects undertaken in the region. As chair of 
the Matinyani Women's Group, she oversaw the construc
tion of the Matinyani multi-purpose center - the Group's 
first big project. The center, in turn , provided a venue for 
the training in small-scale income generation activities. 

Geraldine Robarts, a London-born, Nairobi-based art
ist, entered the picture shortly after the construction of 
the multi-purpose center and, as an agent of Rehema, a 
Baha'I-inspired NGO , brought critical knowledge that en
abled the Group to refocus its efforts from the production 
of simple and low-value baskets to much higher-value wall
hangings. Ms. Robarts introduced the mango drying tech
nology and Rehema sponsored workshops on topics rang
ing from hygiene to consultation, which improved the 
Group's functioning and awareness of health issues. Ms. 
Robarts was also a critical link in obtaining outside aid. 

Throughout their involvement, Ms. Mwendwa and Ms. 
Robarts promoted some key principles that kept the in-

At the Matinyani multi-purpose centel;solar mango dryers have 
dramatically increasedproJitsJrom theannualwild mangoharvest. 
BeJore the Matinyani Women!> Group acqUired the dryers, they 
receivedabout US$l per truckload oj mangos; nowtheycanmake 
up to US$400 pertruckload. 
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BAHA'j STUDIES 

Baha'i Studies chair dedicated in Jerusalem 

Professor MosheSharon 

[Editors Note: Thefollowing story is reprinted 
from theJerusalem Post, one of IsraelS largest 
English-languagenewspapers. The dedication 
of a Bahcl'i Chair at one of Israels top univer
sities brings to three the number ofBahd'i aca
demic chairs in the world. The other two are 
at the University of Maryland in the United 
States and the University of Indore in India.] 

JERUSALEM (june 7) - Prof. Moshe 
Sharon, the first incumbent of the world's 
first academic chair in Baha'i studies [in Is
rael], said yesterday that the post was being 
set up at Hebrew University of jerusalem 
with the aim of doing away with "tremen
dous ignorance" concerning Baha'i. 

The chair, funded by an anonymous do
nor, is to be dedicated today. "People think 
it is a Moslem sect. Th e truth is that it is a 
new world religion," Sharon said. 

He added that before he began his re
search in the field, the last academic work 
on Baha'i had been done 80 years ago . It is a 
fascinating faith, he said, with great intel
lectual wealth. There are over 100,000 docu
ments, enough to provide work for research
ers for a century, he added. 

Noting that Baha'i has spread rapidly 
throughout the world, including Asia and 
Africa, he described it as the perfect faith 

for the modern person, with its insistence 
upon complete equality between races and 
between sexes. 

The Baha'i faith's origins were in Persia, 
where , in 1844, a young man named Ali 
Muhammad Shirazi , known as the Bab, be
gan to attract followers to a new religious 
idea. He was deemed a heretic by the Mos
lem religious authorities and a rebellious 
leader by the Persian government, which 
executed him in 1850. 

Among the Bab's followers was Mirza 
Hussein Ali Nuri, later called Baha'u 'llah, 
who in 1863 announced that he was the 
expected prophet whose coming had been 
foretold by the Bab. He developed the move
ment , which had been persecuted in Persia , 
and authored its holy writings. Baha'u'llah 
was banished from Persia and later from Iraq 
and other places, arriving in 1868 in Acre 
as a prisoner of the Ottoman government. 
He died and was buried there in 1892. 

Today the Baha'i world center is in Haifa 
and the faith has shrines in Haifa and Acre. 
There are an estimated six million follow
ers around the world , only a handful of them 
in Israel. 

- By Haim Shapiro. Copyright 1999 The 
jerusalem Post. Reprinted by p ermission.~~ 

Matinyani Women's Group 
Continued from previous page 

come-generation efforts of the group on 
track, resisting the kinds of problems that 
often cause other grassroots-based projects 
to fail, such as the reliance on expensive 
outside inputs to their businesses or aid 
dollars that artificially prop up th e project 

through payments to participants of train
ing programs and the like . 

In the case of the Matinyani projects, Ms. 
Mwendwa and Ms. Robarts emphasized the 
importance of developing handcrafts and 
marketable items that would be made almost 
entirely from local resources, such as sisal, 
using appropriate skill levels and relying 
upon minimal technology. ~'t: 

Writing our common future 
Future. continuedfrom page3 

emerge: "This is the Day", Baha'u'llah as
serts, "in which God's most excellent favors 
have been poured out upon men, the Day 
in which His most mighty grace hath been 
infused into all created things. " 

Viewed through Baha'u'llahs eyes , then, 
the history of tribes, peoples, and nations 
has effectively reached its conclusion . What 
we are witnessing is the beginning of the 
history of humankind , the history of a hu

man race conscious of its own oneness. 
The opening years of the new century will 

undoubtedly see the release of energies and 
aspirations infinitely more potent than the ac
cumulated routines, falsities, and addictions 
that have so long blocked their expression. 

However great the turmoil, the next pe
riod will open to every individual, every in
stitution, and every community unprec
edented opportunities to participate in the 
writing of the planet's future . "Soon ", is 
Baha 'u'llah's confident promise , "will the 
present-day order be rolled up , and a new 
one spread out in its stead. "~ 
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Review: The Lexus and 
the Olive Tree 

Review, continued from bach page 

"electronic herd," which is his term for the 
thousands if not millions of investors and fi
nancial analysts who today direct or divert 
billions of investment dollars into or away from 
a country "with the click of a mouse." In a 
process that is almost Darwinian by nature, 
he explains how global investors, with access 
to all kinds of electronic financial information 
about the flows of money into and out of a 
country, act in self-interest to force govern
ments that want to thrive economically to
wards transparency, democracy, financial re
form and, ultimately, peace. 

"We keep looking at democratization 
as an event - like the fall of the Berlin 
Wall - but actually it 's a process," he 
writes , adding that the actions of inves
tors worldwide are among the most im
portant forces in this process . "This is be
cause of the herd's ability to get inside the 
wiring of countries , in ways that govern
ments and even human rights organiza
tions cannot. The herd can impose pres
sures that few governments can resist." 

Mr. Friedman does not turn a blind eye 
to the problems and dislocations that are 
caused by globalization , and the backlash it 
has stirred. Indeed, the title of the book 
stems from his choice of two symbols - the 
Lexus automobile and the traditional olive 
tree - to represent the two "poles " of glo
balization and its effects. 

After visiting a highly automated Lexus 
factory in Japan, he decided that that par
ticular brand of luxury car well represents 
all those in the world who are "in ten t on 
building a better Lexus, dedicated to mod
ernizing, streamlining and privatizing their 
economics in order to thrive in the system 
of globalization." The olive tree, for Mr. 
Friedman, represents "everything that roots 
us, anchors us, identifies us and locates us 
in this world - whether it be belonging to 
a family, a community, a tribe , a nation, a 
religion, or, most of all, a place called home." 

"In the Cold War system, the most likely 
threat to your olive tree was from another 
olive tree ," he writes . "It was from you 
neighbor coming over, violently digging up 
your olive tree and planting his in its place .. . 
The biggest threat to your olive tree today 
is likely to come from the Lexus - from all 
the anonymous, transnational, homogeniz

ing, standardizing market forces and tech
nologies that make up today's globalizing 
economic system." 

The real test, then, is whether it will be 
possible to create a healthy balance between 
these two ideas, in how well "we learn to 
strike the right balance between 
globalization's inherently empowering and 
humanizing aspects and its inherently 
disempowering and dehumanizing aspects." 
The final chapters of the book are aimed at 
suggesting how Americans and American 
policy might promote such a balance. 

Baha'is would certainly agree that 
humanity's collective happiness and pros
perity in the near future will indeed depend 
upon how we balance the forces of moder
nity with our innate sense of human iden
tity. However, Baha'is would suggest that the 
real answer to this conundrum requires a 
deeper, more complex analysis that goes 
beyond the mostly economic point of view 
in Mr. Friedman's book. 

Although he takes note of an earlier 
phase of globalization in this century, Mr. 
Friedman's focus is mostly on the last de
cade of financial upheavals, industrial in
novation, and the effects of the information 
revolution. Baha'is, however, view the cur
rent effects of economic globalization as 
spin-offs or side-effects of a profound, di
vinely guided process in which humanity is 
being led out of its collective adolescence 
towards an age in which its inherent one 
ness will be broadly recognized as the real 
truth about our nature. 

Baha'is would suggest that a balance be
tween modernity and human identity will 
require recognizing that all of our olive trees 
are essentially "one," to use Mr. Friedman's 
terminology - and that the balance can be 
found only by sharing your olive tree with 
others and opening yourself to the idea that, 
as Baha'u'llah wrote more than a century 
ago, "The earth is but one country, and man
kind its citizens." 

In other words, the roots of the various 
olive trees that contain our various national, 
cultural or regional identities go deeper than 
Mr. Friedman imagines, to a common source 
of basic spiritual and moral values that are 
at the heart of every religion. Recognizing 
that those roots actually connect us all 
instead of separate us - is the real key to 
bringing justice and equity to the challenges 
posed by the effects of a steadily intensify
ing globalization that extends to virtually 
every arena of human endeavor. ~ 

The roots of the 
various olive trees 
that contain our 
various national, 
cultural or 

regional identities 
go deeper than 
Mr. Friedman 
imagines, to a 
common source 
of basic spiritual 
and moral.values 
that are at the 
heart of every 
religion. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Riding the new wave of economic globalization 

The Lexus and the 

Olive Tree
 

By Thomas L.
 
Friedman 

Farrar, Straus & 
Giroux 

New York 

I n June, Amazon.com, the huge internet 
bookseller, listed more than 400 books 

about "globaliza tion ." Which raises th e 
question: why another book on the topic ? 

Perhaps because, as Thomas L. Friedman 
writes in The Lexusand the Olive Tree: global
ization has become "the dominant interna
tional system at the end of the twentieth cen
tury - replacing the Cold War system. .. it 
now shapes virtually everyone'sdomestic poli
tics and international relations." 

A Pulitzer Prize-winning foreign corre
spondent and now the foreign affairs col
umnist for The New York Times, Friedman 
has few academic qualifications as an ex
pert on globali zation. His degrees are in Ara
bic and Middle Eastern Studies. Yet, as he 
puts it himself, he is an inveterate traveler, 
having crisscrossed the globe numerous 
times in his work for the Times. This has 
enabled him to talk to a wide range of world 
leaders, financial experts and ordinary 
people everywhere, and their quotations
combined with Friedman's own considerable 
powers of observation and analysis - give 
weight to the book. 

Mr. Friedman's main message is that 
whatever the considerable upheavals and 
negative effects that have been triggered by 
th e processes of economic globalization 
which are remaking the modern world, 
those processes are here to stay and the ad
versities they cause can only be ameliorated 
by facing them squarely and learning to ride 
with the current instead of trying to stop it. 

"Globalization ," he writes, "is driven by 
enormously powerful human aspirations for 
higher standards of living and by enor
mously powerful technologies which are 
integrating us more and more every day, 
whether we like it or not. Theoreticall y, these 
aspirations and technologies can be choked 
off, but only at a huge price to society 's de
velopment and only by building ever higher 
and ever thicker walls." 

He traces globalization - a term he gen
erally uses without modification even 
though his main focus is actually on "eco
nomi c" globalization - to "three fundamen
tal changes" in "how we communicate , how 
we invest, and how we learn about the 

world" that occurred in the late 1980s. 
" [T]oday there is no more First World, Sec
ond World, or Third World ," he writes. 
"There now just the Fast World - the world 
of the wide-open plain - and the Slow 
World - the world of those who either fall 
by the wayside or choose to live away from 
the plain in some artificially walled-off val
ley of their own ... " 

Mr. Friedman believes that this new wide 
open world is bringing more benefits to 
more people than is widely realized, despite 
the vociferous backlash from individuals and 
groups that have lost jobs, power or a sense 
of connection to their culture from 
globalization's effects. 

Among the benefits Mr. Friedman lists 
are : a general trend towards democracy 
and transparency in government world
wide ; rising standards of living for those 
countries who have decided to play by the 
economic rul es of globalization; and, last 
but not least, a general absence of war 
between countries who have "plugged 
into" the globalization system. 

These benefits, Mr. Friedman writes, come 
about largely because of the pressures of the 

Review, continucd on page 15 
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