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"Th e earth is but one country mul mankirul its citizens."-Balui'u'llah. 

"To Deliver Tl1e Nations'' 

The past age ,yas an age of wondrous achieve- th e outer world, it h as become part of the 

men ts. All the inventions were per£ ected ; new heavenly wisdom in the inner world to create 

di scoveries created; new fields of human a new spiritual plan for the propagation of the 

activity developed ; new undertakings gave 

deeper significance to the law of co-operation ; 

new arts helped to make life more beautiful; 

religion of God. Thus the divine believers 

may obtain a new joy and a new happiness 

and di play an extraordinary effort in the 

and new international laws are now· in process promotion of the reality of the religions of 

of formation to bind all nations of the earth God, to deliver the nations from old, super-

together. The international tribunal of justice annuated prejudices and diffuse the fragrances 

will soon he organised in accordance with the of the flowers of the primal Truth; to unfurl 

principles of Baha'u'llah, and then all the the flag of love, amity, unity and the oneness 

differences will be adjusted before the mem- of the world of humanity and remove the 

hers of that impartial tribunal. international misunderstandings from amongst 

Therefore, as a result of these changes m the nations of the ,vorld. 

'Abdu' l-Baha. 

..... 

j 
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."New World .Or..der" is .published at 

46, Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C.l. 

Annual subscription 3 / 6 post paid; single 

copies 3!tl. post paid. 

Save Us From Intellectualism 
The problem before humanity to-day is 11ot a 

problem which inteJlectuals alone can resolve. 
Let us say at the start that we fully admit the value 
of learning an<l of th e scholarly mind ; we do 11ot 
deprecate a wide and inclusive knowledge. What 
we consider as entirely irrational is th e attitude 
called the intellectual pose. It may be a platitude 
to say that the human intellect has very definite 
limitations, hut th e fact remains that "intellectuals" 
try to expand its realm to absurd dimension s. 

One of the characte ristics of our age is an in­
satiable desire for complexities. The more 
ridiculously we tie ourselves up into intellectual 
knots, th e better qualified we seem to he to pass 
judgment on human relationships. The " man in 
the stree t" cannot contemplate, let alone scale th e 
heio-hts on which intellectuals move and make 
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merry with their charmin g th eories ; h e is made 
dizzy; h e feels crestfallen at his own inability to 
pursue the lofty mazes which th ey tread; an<l 
final1v h e is disillusioned. 

Do~s the intellectual realise thi s? Does he know 
that his most cherish ed th eo ries, th e fin est flowers 
of his intellec tual wizar<lry, are but ashes on the 
palate of a world wliich is spiritually starvin g? 

Life is a whole. Departmentalisin g life, laying 
exclusive accent on any on e phase of human 
activity, emphasising on e or more faculLies to the 
exclusion of oth ers, is hound to upset that even 
bal ance which we seek under th e name of peace 
and tranquillity. Every such over-emphasis is only 
another dead-weight forcin g man deeper into the 
morass. And ye t the intellectual persists in assert• 
ing th e primacy of the intellec tual approach. 
Experience is aga in st him ; common sense is again st 
him ; the reactions of th e common man whose 
high es t inte rests h e wishes to serve, are against him. 

In the darkest hours of hum an <lestiny light has 
not reach ed the world through the scintillating 
theories of the age. Rome, nearin g the abyss, had 
an abm1dant intellec tual crop, but a dearth of 
spiritual vision. H er philosophers and orators 
were h elpless in face of the onrushing tide. As 
it was then, so it is to-day. 

T he common man cries alou<l for the gift of 
understan<ling. Above all , his soul , exposed_ to 
th e col<l blasts o( ·a<lversity, craves warmth; and 
that hlessin•Y the inte llec tual is unable to confer. 

0 

We 11 eed a statement, a11 appeal, a vision-anything 
hut a th eory- a vision simpl e yet profound, which 
can stir th e depths of every human heart and 
u11 cove r th e gems hidden in every human soul. 

IGndness to Strangers 
B y 'A bdu.' l-Balui. 

\Vhen a man turns his face to God he fi11ds sun· 
shine everywhere. All men are his brothers. Let 
not conve;1tionality cause you to seem cold and 
un sympathetic wh en you meet stran ge people from 
oth er countries. Do not look at them as though you 
suspec ted th em of bein g evil-doers, thieves and 
boors. You think it necessary to be very careful, 
not lo expose yourselves to th e risk of making 
acquaintance with such, possibly undesirable 
people. 

I ask you not to think only of yourselves. Be 
kind to th e stran ger , wh ether th ey come from 
Turkey, Japan, P ersia, Russia, China or any oth er 
country in the world. 

H elp to make them feel at home; find out where 
they are stayin g; ask if you may render th em any 
se rvice ; try to make their lives a little happier. 

In this way, even if, sometime , what you at first 
suspec ted should he true, still go out of yotu way 
to be kind to th em- this kin<ln ess will h elp them 
to become better. 

Aft er all, wh y shoul<l any foreign people be 
treated as strangers? 

Let those who m eet you know, without your 
proclaiming the fact, that you are indeed a 
Baha' i. 

Put into practice the teachin g of Baha' u' llah, that 
of kindn ess to aJl nations. Do not he content with 
showin g friendship in words alon e, let your h eart 
burn with lovin g kindness for all who may cross 
your path. 

0 , you of th e Western nation s, be kind to those 
who come from the Eastern world to sojourn among 
you. Forget your conventionality wh en yon speak 
with th em; they are not accustomed to it. To 
Eastern peoples this demeanour seems cold, un• 
friendl y. Rather le t your manner be sympathetic. 
Le t it he seen that you are filled with Universal 
Love. When you meet a P ersian or any other 
stran ger, speak to him as to a fri end: if h e seems 
to be lonely try to h elp him, give him of your will­
in g se rvice; if h e be sad, console him ; if poor, 
succour him; if oppressed, rescue him ; if in misery, 
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comfort him. In so doin g you will manifest that 
not in words only, but in deed and in truth , you 
think of all men as your brothers. 

What profit is there in agreein g that universal 
fri endship is good, and talkin g of th e Solidarity of 
the Human Race as a grand ideal? Unless th ese 
thou"hts are translated into the world of action, 

t, 

they are useless. 
The wrong in the world continues to exist just 

because people talk only of their ideals, and do 
not strive to put them into practice. If actions 
took th e place of words, th e world's misery would 
very soon he changed into comfort. 

A man who does great good, and talk not of it, 
is on th e way to perfection. 

The man who has accomplished a small good 
and magnifies it in his speech is worth very little. 

If I love you, I need not continually speak of 
m y love-yo u will know ·without any words. On 
th e oth er hand if I love you not, that al so will 
you know-and you .would not believe me, were l 
to tell yo n in a thousand words, that I love you. 

Peopl e make mu ch prof es ion of goodn ess, multi­
plyin g fin e words because they wish to he th ought 
o-reater and heller than th eir fellows, seekin g fam e t, 

in th e eyes of the world. Those who do most 1-(ood 
use fewest words concernin g th eir action s. 

Th e children of God do th e works without boas t­
in g, oheyin g His laws. 

My hope for you is that yo u will ever avoid 
t yrann y and oppression : tl1at yo u will work with­
out ceasin g til1 Justi ce reigns in every land, that you 
will keep your h earts pure and your hands fr ee 
from unrighteousness. 

This is what th e near approach to God requires 
from you, and this is what I expect of you . 

Leaders of religion, exponents of political 

theories, governors of human institutions, 

who at present are witnessing with perplex­

ity ancl clismay the bankruptcy of their 

ideas, and the disintegration of their hancli­

work, would do well to turn their gaze to 

the Revelation of Baha'n'llah, and to 

meditate upon the World Order which, 

lying enshrined in His teachings, is slowly 

and imperceptibly rising amid the welter 

and chaos of I.he present day civilization. 

- Shoghi Effendi. 

Marriage 
Ry Mary Coulson. 

In th e Baha' i Marriage Tahlet, which no words 
of mine can <l escrihe, so divine is it, appear these 
wor<ls : "No mortal cai-; conceive th e union and 
harmon y which Go<l has designed for man and 
wife. I ourish continuall y the tree of your union 
with love and affection." 

How happy e,·eryone would b e if married life 
was lived as is ad visee]; and it can be so, because I 
firml y believe th a t Bah .1' i parent , who begin to 
love their children from th e very first, yes, even 
hef ore birth , and train them according to the 
teachin gs of Baha' u'll.'ih , neerl have no fear of th em 
makin g disastrous marriages, for they will know 
just the right kind of partner to choose, marryin g 
more for the spi ritual thin gs of life than the 
material. You know, in spite of th e fact I 
am grown up, I 11111st confess that I still b elieve 
marri ages are rnarle in H eaven. 

I ow as a wife and moth er I know perfectl y well 
th a t th e material thin g1- of life are essential, but 
in m y short life I have known more happy mar­
ria.,es wh ere love is th e main factor than where 
there has been no Jove at all, and when I tell you 
that l come in contact with people who are out 
of wo rk, or h11sha11d and wife have both to work 
to keep a home toge th er and exist on the bares t 
11ecessities, and yet have dared lo m arry in the e 
circumstances kuowing, some of them, that there 
is very little hope of ever bein g rich, and yet are 
so happy, it doe prove that love for each other 
is th e main thing. The love between husband and 
wife must be more than ph ysical, it must be that 
spiritual love which stamls th e test of the ups 
and downs of life, and that kind of love is the love, 
faith and courage that comes from God if we try 
and walk in th e pa th of righteousness. Before I 
leave this subject I would like to tell you I know 
of on e wife and mother who h as experienced trials 
and trouble such as few of us would be able to 
bear, and yet she is one of the happiest and most 
lovin :r women I know, and oft en says she does 
not know where she would have b een if sh e had 
not had faith in God, Who has never forsaken h er 
yet, and Who has h elped h er even to the ex tent 
of performing miracles so grea t that sh e and h er 
family feel awe-inspired at the thought of them, 
and in that family are sons who are highly respec ted 
in their profession (a profession that is usually 
noted for its tough m en), yet th ey have never for­
gotten the goodn ess of God and still con tinue to 
th ank Him. 

I heg of you not to ask m e this lady's name, as 
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she gave m e pernuss10n to tell you this on that 
condition; but whenever I have sickness in the 
house, as happens in the best-regulated homes, I 
think of h er and feel ashamed that I have such 
a little faith sometimes. 

A marriage built up 011 the lines advised in the 
Marriage Tablet will surely produce children of 
love, and we like to think they are born into the 
world by the approval and blessing of God, of the 
love of man and wife. To a child born thus it is 
understandable that love is the greates t force in 
its life. My two little girls often b reak away from 
their play and come to me, saying, "Mummy, I do 
love you and daddy hundreds and thousands," 
which reminds me that durin g the war I asked 
one of my brothers how much h e loved me, as h e 
t eased m e so much as brothers do, and h e answered 
" Oh, as much as a pound of sugar," which pleased 
m e ever so much , as sugar was indeed precious in 
those days. I tell you this merely to illustrate that a 
child often classes love al ong with the thin gs th ey 
value most. 

There are parents, I a m sorry to say, who do not 
value this show of love in th eir childreu, which is 
a great mistake, as no child has ever been ruiued 
through real love, and the love Letweeu m embers 
of a family is a precious thin g, and with stands th e 
chill wind of adversity, and as my pareuts brought 
we children up to Jove in this way, so my hushand 
and I are trying to brin g ours up in the h ope th at 
th ey will bless and confide in us wh en they are 
grown up, as we do in our mother now. 

You know, it h as often passed through m y mind 
these last few years h ow difficult it seems for youu µ; 
p eople in the world to-clay, and I have wondered 
if I am brin ging my child rc11 up in the right way 
to overcome the trials they are likely to meet in 
years to come. Last summer I paid a visit to th e 
Rev. Mother Superior of a smaJl Convent, and as 
sh e sa t in h er chair, h er white h ahit rnakino- h er 

" kind face look more like a rosy apple than ever 
(although these peopl e are of a different faith 
to our own, yet I have never spoken to one of them 
and found them anythin g but hap py, kind and 
gentle), we discussed young people. (This Convent, 
by .-th e way, is devoted to the care of girls who have 
gone as tray.) T his was h er advice : "Give your • 
little ones all the love and uuderstand ing which 
was given by your moth er to you, and God will 
point out the way to you. No child in m y experi­
ence ever suffered through real parental love, and 
in after years, wh ether they be m en or women, it 
serves as a protection from evil. Half the girls we 
have with us now have never had the pro per 
parental love which is every child's right." She 

went on to tell me th a t she found out that children 
born of a marriage without spiritual love often 
grow up lackin g spiritual beauty, and sometimes 
look almost soulless. I thought a great deal of 
th ese words as I walked through the lovely, 
peaceful grounds, takin g with me her hlessing for 
m y family, kisses and presents for Joan and Brenda, 
till I was surprised when I found myself out in the 
world again. 

A few weeks afterwards I was introdu ced to th e 
B ah a'i Faith, and I truly believe, along with m y 
husband, th a t th e way has heen shown to us. We, 
alonl! with other Baha' i pa ren ts, can now face the 
future with confidence, for h erein lies th e key to 
th e success of th e future generations of the world, 
and our children, when they reach manhood and 
womanhood, will meet th e difficulties of the world 
with hope, faith and courage, which can only he 
brouµ;ht ahout hy th e teachin gs of th e Baha' i Faith. 

'Abdu ' l-Bahii says : "Love is the highest honour 
for all th e nations of men. This love is good. It 
will purify and illuminate the world. 0 fri ends of 
God, he ye manifes tations of the Love of G·od and 
lamps of guidance in all th e horizons, shinin g h y 
the light of love and harmon y. How beautiful I s 

th e shinin g of this shining." 

Southport Convention 
of Religions 

For seven days, Augu t 20 th to A ugust 27th , 
So uth pod, Lancashire, will he th e scene of a o-ather-

" in g exprnssive of th e modern search for unity. Th e 
leadin g reli gions of th e world will be presented 
and 1-(rave modern problems will he discussed in 
th e li ght of religion. " R eligion and Poverty," 
"Reliµ;ion and Raciali sm," " R eligion and a tional­
ism," " R eligion and World P eace," are some of 
th e subjects. Many Christian denomin a tions will 
b~ rep~·esented as well as Judaism, Buddism, Ish1m, 
H111d 111sm and the Baha' i Faith. The Convention 
i~ being organised by th e Ramakrishna-Vivekenanda 
\ · edanta Society. Th e Mayor, Alderm en and Coun­

cillor~ _of So u_tl~port h ave lent th eir support and 
are g1vm ~ a CIVIC r ece ption to the deler•Hes 

"New \Vorld Order," th e oro-an of "':he .B l _, ,, 
F • I • E " a 1,1 1 

a1t l rn . nglan d, m akes a plea now that this grea t 
opportumty sh ould not h e wasted th fi • . • on e super-

cial chfferences of form s of , l . d"ff . . vors up, I erm g 
ntes and ceremonies or othe r 11 011 1· I R l -essen ia s. at 1er 
let us seek to unveil ti • l . . 1e essentia Truth which lies 
enshrm ed Ill all tru e re1icrion M d l l 
will not he solved b . b I • • o e rn pro J ems 

. . Y ntua or ceremony, or the 
repelit10n of any creed T l1 ey '11 I l 

• WI succum l to t 1e 
power of the Holy S • • Tl pint. m t power will come 
when we are united. 
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Review 
The Heart of the Gospel. George Townshend. 

Lindsay Drummond, 7 / 6. 

R ead this book. It is the most challengin g state­
m ent that has come from the Christian Church 
in this century. Takin g his stand by the Bible, 
Archdeacon Townsh end shows world history as 
the unfoldm ent of the plan of God, whose immedi­
ate aim is the spiritualising of the entire human 
r ace. But h e is intensely practical, and his interpre­
tation of spirituality is a challenge to Church and 
State alike, to our politics, our social order, our 
way of life, our trade and commerce. 

" Wh at the early Christians did, we can do. The 
opportunity given to th em is repeated in our time. 
. . . The civilisation into which they were born 
was cankered a t the h eart, and was dyin g of 
irreligion . . . . All too few as the early Christians 
were, they rebuilt the world and chan ged the history 
of mankind. . . . We, in a like emergency, are 
called on to undertake a like task." 

AlLhou gh the Bible is mainly concerned with the 
history of the I sraelites, it is neverth eless a world 
history con centrated in the experience of a sin gle 
small nation. That this experience is a valid guide 
to all people, in all ages, becomes more and more 
apparent as the argument proceeds. Would tha t 
th e leaders of m ankind to-day could ponder deeply 
this paragraph : -

" In every crisis in H ebrew history th e t rue 
p atrio ts, the genuine leaders, the real statesmen , 
were those wh ose communion with the higher world 
enabled them to advise th eir fellow-countrym en as 
to wh at policy or line of action would promote the 
purpose of God. In every crisis th e determinations 
of human pride, t aken in defian ce of the prophe ts 
and in n eglect of God's will, proved to be ill-judged 
and produced frustration and calamity." 

The bulk of the book, as its name indi ca tes, is 
an interpretation of the Gospel in the light of 
modern knowledge and need. It takes the Word 
and the T eachin g of J esus as p roof that Goel fosters 
His plan through the agency of successive media­
t ors, each empowered to reveal God to man accord­
in g to m an's advancing intelligence. The results of 
t his re-examina tion of the Gospel are startlin g. 
It sh ows the reason for the present sorry state of 
Christendom ; spiritual truth became intellec­
tualised, and no differentiation was m ade between 
the Word of God and the word of man. "We know 
now that durin g the whole of this period of t ransi­
tion th ere has been a highway laid out fo r us b y 
t h e benefi cence of God .... But we missed it. We 

Look instead a by-path." At the beginnin g of the 
New Age " th e religious leaders of th e time did not 
share that spirit of adventure which marked every 
other form of human activity . .. " "They did not 
officially institute nor always sympathise with the 
great r eforms which aimed at giving to the poor, 
the weak ancl the defenceless a large r share in the 
communal benefits of civilisation; nor yet ·with the 
hundred-year-old movement for the abolition of 
war." ... " Progress became unchurch ed . The for­
ward movement was secularised. Sceptism and 
paganism slowly sapped all the foundations of 
moral principle and loyalty. Injustice, licence and 
oppression spread; and society, breaking up into 
its con stituent atoms, descended into the orioinal 
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clarkne8s of chaos ancl old night." 
The author h as a genius for summ arisin g his 

argument in short and pithy sentences, which make 
delightful readin g. Thus : " Western scepticism h ad 
its prophets ; hut \Vestern faith h ad none able to 
m a tch them." H e find s in the " readin g of the 
times," offered in the name of Baha'u 'lh'ih, the 
on]y universal plan of reconstruction which can be 
a "rallying point for the nations of th e earth." 

" Goin g back to the Gospel with a new humi1ity 
and with that simple faith which grows not old . . . 
will we not feel stirring within ourselves the b e­
ginnin :;s of that ancient exaltation ancl spiritual 
energy which enabled the early followers of Ch rist, 
long centuries ago, to stand fi rm amid the ruins 
of a dissolvin g civilisa tion, and build thereaft er a 
new and better order nea rer to their Lord's desire? 
And n ow that all our mundane ideo]ogies h ave so 
utterly fail ed, wh a t adequate Plan of Action sur­
vives for m en to work to, save onl y tha t prophe ti­
cally traced long since by th e pen of B ahi'u 'lli h ?" 

It is hard to review such a book ; it would be 
b etter to write a long essay on it; best of all , read i t. 

More Than Science 
By Philip Hainsworth. 

I h ave b een told tha t the regeneration of the 
world would b e brought about b y m eans of scien ce 
and education, but as I look about on conditions 
at the present d ay, there comes to m e a very grave 
doubt as to th e truth of this statement. 

Let us consider for a while our position. 
We have houses tha t are almost all one could 

desire, cosy, compact and convenient. This has 
been brought about after many years of careful 
study on the part of those concerned . 

We h ave education, within the reach of all. 
We h ave these, and much more, and yet we are 

reduced to the expedient of livin g like the lower 
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class of animal, of burrowin g in the earth. T his, 
in an age of reason. There was some excuse for 
the troglodite. H e had no edu ca tion , nor h ad he 
any house; the cave was the onl y refu ge at his 
command. 

But where is the excuse for us in the present day? 
It is certain there is som ethin g else needed other 

than science and beyond education , unless that 
education teaches us th e m eanin g of the spirit of 
tolerance and of human understandin g. This has 
been said so often as to he almost trite, ye t th ese 
great qualities are to-day more urgentl y needed 
than ever before; are indeed absolutely essenti al 
for the well-being of the world. These thin gs have 
heen pointed out by the greatest teachers the world 
has ever known, and are witl10ut possible donht 
th e only leaven which has kept th e world a t all 
sane through the turmoil of events. 

Why, then, cannot ,ve adopt and apply these 
beautiful qualities, and by so doing simplify a 
difficult situation whi ch is r apidly gettin g out of 
hand and beyond our human efforts of adjustment? 

What a world this could he, were reason to rule. 
It cannot possibly he claimed to do so, surrounded 
as we are by such bewilde rin g anomalies. Indeed, 
a quiet contemplation of the situation puts to great 
strain one's belief in the intelligence of mankind, 
and raises a great wonderm ent that the Almi ghty 
does not oblitera te us all. 

In order to realise our foll y, we must try to 
im agin e the r esult were this enormous amount of 
energy properly and constru ctively applied. The 
result is, of course, beyond our imaginin g, but I 
am fully convin ced that it would more than amply 
reward the greatest efforts and strivin gs of a 
combined world. 

This is not a dream. 
It will, like an y great prize, be hard of achieve­

m ent, but it is certainly possible, and to really 
follow out th e matter to a fin e ethical conclusion, 
it beh oves us to m ake the elf ort in fairn ess to 
those great prophets who left to us a legacy of 
teachin gs, simple, ye t so beautiful of conception, 
that on e is at on ce quite sure that they are of 
more than human origin. 

Therefore the time is ripe; let us not waste a 
day, not an hour, but examin e carefully, with an 
open mind, and with all th e knowl edge, science 
and intelli gence we possess, the chall engin g claims 
of th a t mighty Cause, tha t j ewel with man y fa cets, 
the Baha' i Faith. It can st and th e test, it has yet 
to fail , therefore put it into practice. For hundreds 
of thousands it is the inspiration of the n ew age. 
Its founda tion of spiritual principles is essential 
fo r the peace of the world, for true scientific and 

arti sti c progress, and economic stability ; its unify­
in g power embodies the ideals of service and 
brotherhood, irrespective of race, nationality, creed 
or clues, it being the consummation of the Sermon 
on the Mount; and behind all th ese, that glorious, 
m ajestic Bein g, BahC1'u' llah, whose regenerating 
power has again enlightened the mind and uplifted 
th e h eart of mall , as did Christ two thousand years 

ago. 
" I come that ye may have life, and h ave it more 

abundantly," said Jesus. 
" I com e to revivify th e world ," says Bah(1'u' IJ.i.h. 

New 1-Iorizons 
" Man is still th e potential creator, rather than 

th e victim of his creation . H e is a creature of free 
will and untold possibilities, not the slave of 
environm ent. His ca pabilities are limited not so 
much by h eredity or poverty as h y his own vision 
of himself." - H enry C. Link, Ph.D. , The R edis­
covery nf Man. 

" \Vhen yon edu cate a man you educate an imli­
vidual ; wh en yo u educate a woman you educate 
a whole family. "- Dr. Charles D. Mciver. 

A trans-Atlantic air mail se rvice between En gland 
and North America has been successfull y inau:ru­
rate<l. The Imperial Airways fl yin g boat Caribou 
and the American aircraft Yankee Clipper each 
do th e re turn journ ey once a week. Europe and 
America are within a day's journey of each other. 

" The lovers of m ankind- these are the superior 
m en, of whatever nation, creed or colour they may 
h e."- ' A bclu' l-Balut. 

"A world federal system, rulin g the whole earth 
and exercising un challengeable authority over its 
unimaginably vast resources, blendin g and embody­
in g the ideals of both th e East and the W est, and 
liberated from the curse of war and its miseries, 
and bent on th e exploitation of all the available 
sources of energy on the surface of the planet, a 
system in which Force is made the servant of 
Justice, whose ]if e is sustain eel by its universal 
recognition of one God and by its allegiance to one 
common relevation- such is the goal towards which 
humanity, impelled by the unifying forces of life,. 
is movin g."- Shoghi Effendi. 

" For the life of the fl esh is common to both men 
and animals, whereas the life of the spirit is 
possessed only b y the pure in h eart who have 
quaffed from th e ocean of faith and partaken of 
the fruit of certitude. This life knoweth no death, 
and this existen ce is crowned by immortality.;,. 

- Baha'u' llah. 
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, 
The Baha'i Faith 

(A series of talks given over the radio in New Yo rk , 
and adapted for N ew World Order. ) 

I. 
As we go m ore deepl y into th e Baha' i teachin gs, 

we find th a t th ey give a d ea r and ra tional explan a­
tion of th e appa rently chaotic condition of this 
ex traordin ary age. In th e light of this inter p retation 
we see h ow a11 of these man y social ch anges and 
perturba tions form part of one definite histor ic 
trend. It is as though explorers in an unknown 
country, surrounded b y possible un expec ted dangt! rs 
on all sides, were to he given a map which would 
show clearly just wh ere they were and th e true 
character of the country about th em. With this 
accurate know ledge, they would no longer · fear th e 
d anger of becomin g forever lost. 

Such a map th e Bah a'i teachin g gives to our 
confused world. This map, showin g th e st ra nge 
" country" which modern civilisa tion has become, 
makes clear th a t a long historic trend, coverin g 
countless ages-the trend toward th e separation 
of peoples in to divided an d antagonistic na ti ons 
and races-h as in our tim e come to an end . 
Throughout all history, the m ovement of peoples 
h as been on e not merely of ph ysical separation, but 
also of emotional, mental and m oral diversity. Tli c 
isola tion of social ir ro11ps, large or sma11 , h as been 
th e hasis of m an's co11cctive experience sin ce th e 
dawn of tim e. Th e r esult of this movement of 
se para tion and diversity h as h een Lo es tabl ish firm 
an d endurin g diffe rences of l anguage, custom, belief 
and outlook u pon every b ranch of the hum an race. 
Hum anity h as never really existed - wh at h ave 
e xisted were no m ore th an separa te and distin ct 
tribes, na tions and races, each denyin g to the other 
as far as possible th e rights and p rivileges necessary 
to an ordered human life, even, in fact, th e recog­
nition of one common and universal God. 

But now, that vast and tremendous sca tterin g 
of the peoples has come to an end. Th e fundam ental 
m ovement u nderlyin g this m odern time is toward 
unity. F or th e totally unforeseen result of the new 
power of science h as been to destroy the very 
source and ca use of social isolation throu gh ou t the 
earth. The n a tions, races and peoples a re to-d ay, 
wheth er they relish i t or not, livin g together in 
one unitary ph ysical environm ent, on e supe r­
national economic civilisation from which n o race 
nor n ation nor people can possibly esca pe. As the 
Baha'i teachin gs declare, " This h andful of dust, th e 
earth , is one h ome. Let it be in un i ty . . . F ellowship 
is the cau se of unity, and unity is the source of 
-order in the world." 

T o this unified ph ysical environment, h owever, 
each organised society has brought its habit of 
se paration and its long-established diffe rences and 
antagonisms, th e in evitable result of th e tribal out­
look developed durin g past ages. Can this new 
h ousehold of mankind, this fi rmly-knit, world-wid e 
society which science h as produced, possibly survive 
disaster if the old tribal outlook, now in possession 
of arm aments a million times more destructive th an 
bow and arrow, sword and spear, continues to 
dominate the h earts and minds of m en? 

This m enace of the calamity that would follow 
another explosion of th e sinister power of modern 
armaments is somethin g enti rely new to human 
ex perience. It stands as a universal problem hefore 
every people and before every individual in the 
world. We live to-d ay under a threat of social 
disaster quite as real and far more portentious th an 
th e menace of ph ysical disaster tha t has loomed 
over those unfortun a te peo ple wh o live b eside 
fl ood-swollen rivers and who h ave not known, from 
day to cfo. y, from hour to hour, wh eth er the embank­
m ent would hold. 

Th ousands of anxious sta tesmen, economists, 
students and m en of respon sible affairs in all pa rts 
of th e world, realise this social m enace and are 
bendin g every energy to find a solution. Ye t the 
conflict of policies and interests rises high er and 
hi gher year b y year, armaments in crease, and n o 
arlcqu a tc basis for a unive1·sal understandin g of 
th e essence of th e problem h as yet heen found. 

Iow let us turn again to the Bah a'i map. T here 
we di scover tha t it does not deal p rim arily with 
these exte rn al m atte rs of political and economic 
policy, hut deals ra ther with hum an a ttitudes and 
rela tions. I t se ts for th th at " T he m ost important 
prin ciple of divin e philosophy is the oneness of 
th e world of humanity, the unity of m ankind, the 
bond conjoinin g E ast and \Vest, th e tie of love 
which blends hum an h earts. . . . For thousands 
of years we h ave h ad bloodsh ed and strife. It is 
enough; it is sufficient. Now is the time to associa te 
together in love and harmony. . . . The divine 
purpose is th at men should live in unity, concord 
and agreement. . . . Consider the virtues of the 
human world and realise that the oneness of 
m ankind is th e primary fo unda tion of them all." 

H ere, in this strikin g and altogether n ew aspec t 
of truth , the " oneness of mankind," we have the 
essenti al link between the social problem. on the 
one h and and man's la tent and innate God- criven 

0 

powers on the other. I t is to the degr ee, and only 
__ to the degree, that the race learns h ow to respond 

to this conception of underlying oneness that we 
sh all he able to take the steps th at lead from 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2025



strife to co-operation and peace. The Baha'i teach­
ings come to us as nothing less than a necessary 
re-education of the spirit of man in the divine 
art of unity. The conditions of th e age are un pre­
cedented; too obviously our traditions and es tab­
lished customs fail utterly to meet th em; we req uire 
a new presentation of spiritual, ethical and social 
truth in terms of our altered environment in order 
to transform the nation s and races into a true 
mankind. 

No one would think of allowing his child to grow 
up without education or would send him out into 
this highly specialised industrial age with the 
unequipped and untrained personality of our primi­
tive ancestors. Why, th en, since we are a11 merely 
children in relation to the problem of world unity, 
should we so complacently trust that we can solve 
the problem and meet that emergency without 
preliminary training, without requisite knowledge 
of the underlyin g forces now contro1ling our 
destiny? We cannot go hack to th e simpler ways 
of our ancestors. We cannot h alt th e vast movement 
of modern science. Th e world has become one 
home. Somehow we must fit ourselves to Jive 
together in that home. And th e first step is for us 
to become hnmhle, with a humility that is willing 
a:-,d eager to learn new truth when new and unpre­
cedented problems are to he solved. 

The Baha'i t eachin gs tell us that what has hap­
pened to us aH is that a new age and cycle have 
dawned : "This is a new cycle of human power. 
All th e horizons of th e world are luminous, and 
th e world will become indeed a garden and a 
paradise. It is th e hour of the unity of the sons 
of m en and of the drawin g toge ther of all races and 
all classes. You are loosed from an cient super­
stitions which have kept men ignorant, destroyin g 
the foundation s of true humanity. The gift of God 
to this enlightened age is the knowledge of the 
oneness of mankind and of th e fundam ental oneness 
of reli gion. War shall cease be tween nation s, and 
b y th e will of God, the Most Great Peace shall 
come." 

Thus the Baha'i teachin gs summon us to the 
attitude of seekin g and recognising truth. Imbued 
with that attitude, we can take the first step of 
r ealising that the changes of this age are a clarion 
call to the soul and conscience of human bein gs 
everywh ere on earth. Rightly understood, these 
changes and perturbations m ean that destiny has 
chosen this age for the race to learn greater lessons 

· •:",, 

than any previous age was prepared to understand. 
When we come to see our f el1ow-men as bewildered 
searchers after truth, even as you and I, then we 
can make contact with them on levels raised high 
above th ese confusions that in reality are but 
destroying a dead past that we may enter this 
dawning age of true advancement. "Of one tree 
are ye all the fruit and of one hough the leaves .... 
The world is hut one country and mankind its 
. . ,, 

c1llzens. 

A Universal House of Worship 
The Baha' i T emple in Wilmette, Chicago, is 

nearing completion. It is generally acclaimed as. 
outstanding in every way-in beauty of form, of 
decoration, of se ttin g, in architectural and engineer­
in g interest, in its symbolism, and, above all, in the 
spirit and truth which its very existen ce proclaims. 
It has nin e en trances, situated equally around its 
" lacy envelope"; th ey signify the ·nine universal 
r eligions. Its great dome, supported by them all, 
unites th em all. You may enter through any door­
way, but you emerge in an open space where there 
are no divisions. Th e foJlowin g t exts, chosen from 
the writin gs of Baha'u'lh'ih, the Fotmder of the 
Baha' i Faith, will be inscribed above the outer 
doors of the nin e entrances : -

1. The earth is hut one country; and mankind 
its citizens. 

2. Th e best beloved of all thin o-s in My si o-ht is 
0 0 

Justice; turn not away therefrom if thou 
desirest Me. 

3. My love is thy stron ghold; he that entereth 
th erein is safe and secure. 

4. Brea the not the sins of others so lon g as thou 
art thyself a sinner. 

5. Thy h eart 1s My hom e; sanctify it for My 
descent. 

6. I have made dea th a m essenger of joy to thee; 
wherefore dost thou grieve? 

7. Make mention of Me on My earth that in 
My h eaven I may r em ember thee. 

8. 0 rich ones on ear th! The poor in your midst 
are My trust; guard ye My trust. 

9. The source of all learnin g is the knowledge of 
God, exalted be His glory. 

~ ' ! 
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