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"1'he earth is but one country and mankind its citizens."-Baha'u'llah. 

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

"Let not your hea1·t be tt·oublecl, neither let 

it he afraid. Ye have heard how I said unto you, 

I go away, and come again unto you . .. Hereafte1· 

I will not talk much with you: for the prince of 

this world cometh, and hath nothing in me . .. 

And when he is come he will reprove the world 

of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment." Jesus 

(St. John). 

"National rivalries, hatreds, and intrigues will 

cease, and racial animosity and prejudice will be 

replaced by racial amity, understandin g and co

operation. The causes of religious strife will b e 

permanently removed, economic barriers and re

strictions will be completely abolish ed, and the 

inordinate distinction b etween classes will be 

oblitera ted. Destitution on the one hand, and 

gross accumulation of ownership on the other, will 

disappear. The enormous energy dissipated and 

wasted on war, whether economic or political, will 

be consecrated to such ends as will extend the 

Of l1uman inventions and technical developrange 
ment, to the increase of the productivity of man-

kind, to the extermination of disease, to the 

ex tension of scientific research, to the raising of 

the standard of physical health, to the sharpening 

and refinement of the human brain, to the exploita

tion of the unused and unsuspected resources of 

the planet, lo the prolongation of human life, and 

to the furtheran ce of any other agency that can 

stimulate th e intellectual, the moral, and spiritual 

life of the entire human race." 

"A world federal system, rulin g th e whole earth 

ancl exercising unchallengeable authority over its 

unimaginable vast resources, bl ending and embody

ing the ideals of both the East and th e West, 

liberat ed from the curse of war and its miseries, 

ancl bent on the exploitation of all the availahle 

sources of energy on the surface of the planet, a 

sys tem 111 which Force is made the servant of 

Justice, whose life is sustained by its universal 

recognition of one Goel and by its allegiance to one 

common Revelation-such is the goal towards which 

humanity, impelled by the unifyin g forces of life, 

is movin g." Shoghi Effendi. 

"Lift up your hea1·ts above the present and 

look with eyes of faith into the future. To-clay 

the seed is sown, the grain falls upon the earth, 

but behold the clay will come when it shall rise 

a glorious tree and the branches thereof shall 

b e laden with fruit. Rejoice and be glad that 

this clay hath dawned, try to realise its power, 

for it is indeed wonderful. God has crowned 

you with honour and in your h earts has He set 

a radiant star; verily the light thereof shall 

brighten the whole world." 'Abclu'l-Balui. 
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Coming of Age 
Our lives are set in the greatest momeut of 

history. For lon g centuries we have paid lip 
service to the ideal of human broth erhood, hut 
now we must either practise it or perish. 

The institutions and theories which we have so 
vainly defended are crumblin g before the ever
developin g need for unity. Na tional sovereignty 
is the proven enemy of world peace; r acial 
superiority is a scientifi c and spiritual untruth; 
class distinctions are as unchristian as slums; 
r eligious prejudices undermine the spirit of 
r eligion. Competition b etween states and empires 
and social groups no lon ger stimulates progress; 
rather does it brin g us to the brink of self
destruction. 

The old world is fallin g about our ears, putting 
us to the necessity of buildin g new institutions 
ca pable of m eeting new needs. Th ese needs arise 
from the nature of th e times. Mankind, at the 
threshold of maturity, must put away the thin gs 
of his chiidhood and accep t th e responsihility of 
citizenship in a world community. Unity is th e 
n eed, the prayer, the h ealin g of th e age. 

The early Christians, in a less mature age, were 
faced with a similar problem. They had to practise 
the new way of life and build communities to 
survive the general disintegration of Rome. They 
did it, under the impellin g power of love. We 
can do it too, throu gh th e sam e power, released 
anew in this age by Baha'u'llah. "Th e Cause of 
Baha'u'llah is the same as the Cause of Christ. It 
is th e sam e Temple and th e same Foundation. Both 
of these are spiritual sprin gtim es and seasons of 
the soul-refreshin g awakening and the cause of the 
renova tion of the life of mankind . The spring of 
this year is th e same as th e sprin g of last year. The 
origins and ends are the sam e. Th e sun of to-day 
is the stm of yesterday. In the comin g of Christ, 
the divine teachin gs were given in accordance with 
the infancy of the human r ace. The teachin gs of 
Baha'u'llah have the sam e basic principles, but 
are according to the stage of the m aturity of th e 
world and the requirements of this illumined age." 

Christmas is associated with the spirit of love 
and fellowship manifested by Jesus Christ. Let u s 
not forget the obligation to ex tend this spirit b e
yond the borders of family, nation and race, so 
that no sin gle human b ein g is excluded from our 
fellowship, and we ourselves are identified with no 
less a community than that of mankind. This is 
the first obligation, to practise brotherhood. The 
second, th e building of n ew institution s, is associ
ated with the Faith of Baha'u 'llah, fo r He has 

shown us their pattern. Such pioneer work requires 
a greater sac1·ifice th an m any are ready to make, 
although when th e new world is estahlish ed and 
th e Administrative Order of Bah,1.' u' ll ah has proved 
its validity and worth, the victory will he sh ared 
h y all. 

" The disciples of Christ forgot them selves and 
all earthly thin gs, forsook all th eir ca res and b e
lon gin gs, purged th emselves of self and passion, 
and engaged in ca llin~ th e peo pl es of the world 
to the Divine Guidance, till at las t tJ1 ey made the 
world another world, illumined th e surface of the 
earth, and even to their last hour proved sel f
sacrifi cin g in th e pathway of that Beloved One of 
God. Finally in va riou s lands th ey suffered glorious 
martyrdom. Let them that are men of action 
follow in th eir footsteps." 

Meditation 
The Lord is my sh e pherd, I shall not want. 
H e maketh m e to lie down in green pastures; 
H e lead eth me beside th e still waters. 
He restoreth m y soul; 

He leadeth me in the paths of ri o-hteousness for 
His Na me's sak e. 0 

Yea, th ough I walk through th e valley of the 
shadow of dea th 

I will fea r u o evil~ 
For TI1ou art with, m e, 

Th y rod and Thy staff th ey comfort m e. 
Thou preparest a table h efore me 
In th e presence of mine enemies · ' 
Thou anointest my h ead with oil 
My cup runn eth over. ' 

Surely goodn ess and m er cy shall follow me 
All th e days of my life ; 

And I will dwell in th e house of the Lord for ever. 

A Psalm of David. 

The U1rion of Mankind 
(Excerpts from. the writings and talks 

of 'Abdu'l-Balui.) 

God sends prophets for th e education of the 
people and th e progress of mankind. Each such 
manifestation of God h as raised humanity. They 
serve the whole world by the bounty of God. The 
sure proof that they are the manifestations of Goel 
is in th e educa tion and progress of the people. The 
Jews were in the lowlies t condition of io-norance, 

l - o 
auc ca_ptives under Pharaoh when Moses appeared 
and raised them to a high state of civilisation. Thus 
was the reign of Solomon hrouo-ht about and science 

t, 

and art were made known to mankind. Even Greek 
philosoph ers became students of Solomon's teach -
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in g. Thus was Moses prove<l to be a proph et. 
After th e lapse of time th e Israelites <le teriorate<l, 

an<l became subject to the Romans an<l the Greeks. 
Th en th e brilliant Star of Jesus rose from the 
horizon upon th e Israelites, brightenin g th e world, 
until sec ts an<l cree<ls and nations were taught th e 
heauty of unity. There cannot he an y better proof 
than this that Jesus was th e Word of God. 

So it was with th e A rabian nations who, being 
uncivilise<l , were oppressed by th e P ersian and 
Greek gove rnm ents. When th e Light of Muhammad 
shone forth all Arabia was brightened. Th ese 
oppressed and degraded p eopl es becam e en
lighten ed anti culture<l; so much so, in<l eed, that 
other nations imbibed Arabian civilisation from 
Arabia. This was the proof of Muhamm ad's divin e 
n11ss1on. 

All the teaching of the prophets is on e ; one 
faith; 011 e Divin e light shinin g throu ghout the 
world. N ow, un<ler th e b ann er of the on eness of 
humanity all people of all creeds should tum away 
from prejudice and b ecome friends and believers 
in all th e prophets. As Christians believe in Moses, 
so the Jews should believe in J esus. As th e 
Muhammadans believe in Christ and in Moses, so 
likewise th e J ews and Christians should believe in 
Muhammad. Then all disputes would disappear, 
all th en woultl b e united. Baha'u' llah came for 
this purpose. H e has made th e three religion s 
one. H e has uplifted th e stanrlard of th e on eness 
of faith and th e honour of humanity in th e centre 
of the world. To-day we must gath er round it, anti 
try with h eart and soul to hrin g about the union 
of mankind. 

The body-politic may b e likened to th e human 
organism. As long as the various m emhers and 
parts of that organism are co-ordinated and co
operatin g in harmony we have as a r esult th e 
expression of life in its fulles t degree. When th ese 
m embers lack co-ordination and harmon y we have 
the r everse, which in th e human organism is 
disease, dissolution , death. Simil arl y, in th e body
p olitic of humanity, dissension, discord and warfare 
a re always des tructive and in evitably fat al. All 
created bein gs are dependent upon peace and co
o rdin ation , for every contin gent and phenomenal 
being is a composition of distin ct elem ents. As 
long as th ere is affinity and coh esion amon ?; th ese 
constituent elements strength and ]ife are manifes t, 
b ut when disse11sio11 and re pulsion arise amon g 
t hem, disintegration follows. This is proof that 
peace and amity which God has willed for His 
ch ildren are th e savin g fa ctors of human society, 
whereas war and strife which viol ate His ordinances 
are the ca use of death and destruction. Therefore 

God has sent His prophets to announce th e message 
of good-will , peace and life lo the world of mankind. 

Your efforts must be Jofty. Exert yourselves 
with h eart and soul so that perchan ce through your 
efforts th e light of Universal P eace may shin e and 
this darkn ess of estran gement and enmity ma y b e 
dispe1led from amon gs t men ; that all m en ·ma y 
becom e as on e famil y and consort togeth er in Jove 
and kindn ess; that th e East may assist th e West 
and th e West give h elp to th e East- for all are th e 
inhabitants of on e plan et, th e people of on e ori"inal 
nati vity and th e flocks of on e sh epherd. ,., 

lnunortality 
"Thou hast ask ed Me wheth er man, as apart 

from th e Prophets of God and His chosen ones, 
wi11 retain, after his physical death, the self-same 
individuality, personality, consciousness, and under
standin g that characterise his life in this world. 
If this should be the case, how is it, thou hast 
observed, that whereas such slight injuries to his 
m ental faculti es as fainting and severe ilJn ess 
deprive him of his understandin g and con sciousn ess, 
his death, which must involve the decomposition 
of his body and th e dissolution of its elem ents, is 
powerless to destroy that understandin g and ex
tin guish that consciousness? How can any one 
ima gin e that man 's consciousness and p ersonality 
will he maintained, when the ver y instruments 
n ecessary to th eir existence and fun ction will h ave 
comple tely disintegrated?" 

"Know thou th at th e soul of man is exalted 
above, and is inde pendent of all infirmities of 
hod y and mind. That a sick person showeth signs 
of weakn ess is due to th e hindrances that interpose 
th emselves between his soul and his bod y, for th e 
sonl itself remain eth unaffected by bodily ailm ents. 
Co11 sider the light of the lamp. Though an ex
ternal objec t may interfere with its radian ce, the 
light itself continueth Lo shin e with undiminish ed 
power. In like manner, every mal ad y affiictin « 
th e bod y of man is an impediment that preventet!~ 
th e soul from m anifestin g its inherent might and 
power. When it leaveth the body, however , it will 
evin ce such ascendan cy, and r eveal such influence 
as no force on earth can equal. E very {Jnre ev . . . , ery 
refin ed and sanctified soul will h e endowed with 
trem endous power , and shall rejoice with exceed. 
in g gladness." 

"Consid er the lamp which is hidden under a 
bush el. Thou gh its light h e shinin o yet • 

. . "'' its 
radiance 1s con cealed from m en. Likewise , con-
sider th e sun which hath been obscured by tl 
clouds. Ohserve how its splendour appeareth l e 

have diminish ed, wh en in r ealit y the source f ·l to 
0 t lat 
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light hath remain ed unchan ged. Th e soul of man 
should he likened unto this sun , an<l all thin gs 011 
earth should be regarded as his body. So 1011/! as 
f10 external impediment interveneth between th em, 
th e body will, in its entirety, continue to r e fl ec t 
the light of the soul, and lo be sustained by its 
power. As soon as, however, a veil inlerposeth 
itself b etween th em, th e bri ghtness of that light 
seemelh to lessen." 

" Consider arrai11 th e Still when it is completely 
0 

hidden b ehind th e clouds. Thou gh th e earth is 
still illumined with its light, yet the m easure of 
liuht which it receiveth is con siderabl y reduced. 

0 

ot until th e clouds h ave dispersed, can the sun 
shine again in the plenitude of its glory. eith er 
the presence of th e cloud 11or its absence can, in 
any way, a ffect the inherent splendour of the sun. 
The soul of man is the sun hy which his body is 
illumined, and from which it draweth its susten
ance, and should b e so regarded." 

"Consider, moreover, how th e fruit, ere il is 
form ed, lieth potentially within th e tree. Were 
the tree to be cut into pieces, 110 sign nor any part 
of th e fruit , however small, could he detected. 
Wh en it appeareth, however, it manifesteth itself, 
as thou hast observed, in its wondrous b eauty aiul 
glorious perfec tion. Certain fruits, indeed, attain 
th eir full est development only afte r bein g severe<l 
from th e tree." Balu1.'u' llah. 

--ll -

" O Son of Man! Veiled in lVTy immemorial being 
and in the an cient e ternity of :My essence, I knew 
My love for thee; th erefore I created th ee, have 
engraved on th ee Mine ima ge and revealed to th ee 
My beauty." 

" O Son of Man! I loved th y creation, h ence I 
created thee. Wh erefore do thou love Me, that 
I may name thy na me and fill th y soul with th e 
spirit of life." 

" O My Servant! Free th yself from the fetters 
of this world, and loose th y soul from the prison 
of self. Seize th y chance, for it will come to thee 
no rnore." 

Frorn "The Hidden W ords'' of Bahii'u' lliih. 

True Civilisation 
" The civilisation so often vaunterl b y the learned 

exponents of arts and sciences will, if all owed to 
overleap the hounds of mode ration , hrinl! great 
evil upon men .... H carried Lo excess, civilisatio11 
will prove as prolific a source of evil as it ha,l heen 
of l!oodness wh en kept within th e restraints of 

mode ration .... Th e day is approachi111! wh e11 iL 
flame will devour th e cities .. . . " Bahn'u' llah. 

" True civilisation will unfurl its ba1111e r in tir e 
midmost h eart of th e world whenever a certain 
number of its distin guish ed and high-minded 
sovcrei)!ns-th e shinin g exemplar of devotion an d 
delermi11 a lio11- shall , for th e good and happiness 
of all mankillll, arise, with firm resolve and clear 
vision, to establish th e Cause of Univc r al P eace. 
They must make the Cause of P eace th e object of 
general consultation, and seek by every means in 
their power lo es tablish a Union of th e nations 
of the world. Th ey must conclude a hindin~ treaty 
and es tablish a covenanl, tir e provisions of which 
shall he sound, inviolahle and definite. Th ey must 
proclaim it lo all the world and obtain for it th e 
sanction of all the human race. This supreme aucl 
noble undertaking-the real source of the peace 
and well-bein g of all th e world-should be regarded 
as sacred by all that dwell or1 earth. All the forces 
of humanity must h e mobilised to ensure th e 
stability and permanence of this -Most Great 
Covenant. In this all-embracing Pact th e ]imjts 
and fronti ers of each and ever y nation should h e 
clearly fixed, the principles underlying the relations 
of governments towards on e anoth er definitely laid 
down, and all international agreem ents and oblii-;a
tions ascertained. In like manner, th e size of th e 
armaments of every governm ent should h e strictl y 
limiteJ , for if th e preparations for war and th e 
military forces of any nation should h e allowed 
Lo increase, th ey will arouse the suspicion of othets. 
Th e fundamental principle underl ying this solemn 
Pact should be so fix ed that if any governm ent later 
violate any one of its provisions, all the governm ents 
011 earth should arise lo r educe it to utter sub
mission, nay th e human race as a whole should 
resolve, with every power at its disposal , to destroy 
that governm ent. Should thi greatest of all r em e
dies h e applied to th e sick body of the world, it 
will assuredly recover from its ills and will remain 
e te rnall y safe and secure." A bdu.' l-Bahn. 

-o-

"And He shall judge among the nations, and 
shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat 
the ir swords into ploughshares, and th eir spears 
into pruning hooks : nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, n eithe1· shall they learn 
war any n1ore . . . They shall not hurt nor des· 
ti-oy in all my holy mountain: for the earth 
shall be full of the knowle dge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea." l sniah. 
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