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dispel these dark impenetrable clouds, that the sun
of reality may shine from the horizon of eternity.”

Praise be to God that this century is the century
of sciences! This cycle is the cycle of reality!
The minds have developed; the thoughts have
taken a wider range of vision; the intellects have
become keener; the emotions have become more
gensitized; the inventions have transformed the
face of the earth, and this age has acquired a
glorious capability for the majestic revelation of
the oneness of the world of humanity.

The Purpose of Life

The answer to this question will forever remain
in that realm of true understanding where speech
and sight and hearing are accomplished without
tongue or eye or ear. In that state of inner con-
sciousness man becomes aware of truths which can
be expressed, only very inadequately, in words.
Nevertheless we can implant in the inward mind,
by using the outer faculties, certain truths which
germinate within us until they are apprehended.
The seed may be sown in fertile soil. The best
seed for this purpose is the Word uttered by the
Manifestation of God.

Baha’w’llih tells us that the purpose of life is
to know and love God, a statement which only
those of deep spiritual insight can understand.
Again He says: “All men have been created to
carry forward an ever advancing civilisation.”
This is far more within our range of understand-
ing, and accords with our deep rooted aspirations.
But inevitably we come to the question, what
purpose is filled by the advancement of civilisa-
tion? Why must it be ever advancing? That it
should be is something we feel to he essentially
right. In answering this question Baha’u’llih also
gives us some understanding of what it may mean
to know and love God.

It was Jesus the Christ Who first stressed the
validity and worth of the individual human soul.
He taught us to acquire the Divine virtues, to
become Christlike, and above all to find the
Kingdom of God within ourselves, that is to develop
those qualities implanted in us by the Creator of
the human soul. A much earlier teaching, in the
Book of Genesis, says that man is made “in the
image of God,” a statement which Jesus by infer-
ence, and Baha’u’llah directly, restates as meaning
that man can manifest the attributes of God . . .
such as wisdom, justice, love, mercy. “Upon the
inmost reality of each and every created thing He
hath shed the light of one of His names, and made
it the recipient of the glory of one of His
attributes. Upon the reality of man, however, He

hath focussed the radiance of all of His names and
attributes, and made it a mirror of His own Self.
Alone of all created things man hath been singled
out for so great a favour, so enduring a bounty.”

Here then is one answer to our question. The
purpose of life is to know and love God by becom-
ing a mirror for the reflection of His attributes,
which is the same thing as developing the divine
qualities within us. Those who succeed in this
task are called saints, such as Saint Francis.

That is all very well for the individual, we say,
but what about war and poverty and unemploy-
ment? The carrying forward of “an ever advanc-
ing civilization” means so ordering human society
that every single individual will have the fullest
opportunities for the unfoldment of his own soul,
that is to develop those qualities within, which have
been called “the image of God.” So we return to
our first answer. The purpose of life for the in-
dividual is to know and love God, and the purpose
of an advancing civilization is to enable man to
know and love God in a continually higher and
increasing way, through the continual development
of his own innate qualities. And too, human

society, as well as human individuals, can reflect
the Kingdom of God.

Who is the Christ?
‘Abdw’l-Bahd

Each religion teaches that a mediator is neces-
sary between man and the Creater — one who
receives the full light of the divine splendour and
radiates it over the human world, as the earth’s
atmosphere receives and diffuses the warmth of
the sun’s rays. This mediator between God and
humanity has different designations though he
always brings the same spiritual command.

In one era he is called Abraham, at another time
Moses, again he is called Buddha, another time
Jesus, and yet another time Muhammad. All
turned to the divine reality for their strength.
Those who followed Moses accepted him as the
mediator; those who followed Zoroaster accepted
him as their mediator; but all the Israelites deny
Zoroaster, and the Zoroastrians deny Moses. They
fail to see in both the one light. Had the
Zoroastrians comprehended the reality of Zoroaster,
they would have understood Moses and Jesus. Alas!
the majority of men attach themselves to the name
of the mediator and lose sight of the real purport.

Therefore did Baha’w’lldh cry, “O God, deliver
us from the sea of names!”

Man must turn to the light and not think that
the form of the lamp is essential, for the lamp may
be changed; but he who longs for light welcomes
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