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"The earth is but one country and mankind its citizens."-Bahii'u'lliih. 

IQNG 1-IAAl(ON OF NORWAY 
( An audience recounted by Martha Root, international Baha'i teacher) 

Meet His Majesty King Haakon of Norway, 0 
reader, and you will be as charmed as was the 
writer of this article. Here is a king with a most 
delightful manner. Why, h e can laugh at himself 
and with everybody else ! He speaks his thoughts 
so frankly, so sincerely, his sense of humour is so 
sparkling, his sense of proportion so 'balanced, he 
is an artist in knowing how to live. I s h e spiritual? 
Yes, very! The fire of King Haakon the Good 
( who in 965 A.D. first brought Christianity to th e 
attention of this grea t land of th e North) burns 
in his deep, dark eyes, but h e is on e of the smiling 
kin gs who give to humanity religion full of joy. 
It was a m erry audience full of fun and wisdom, 
but the man who can command this radiant, vital 
spirituality is a kin g of courage and evolved 
personality. 

What impressed m e most in this ever-memorable 
conversation in the Royal Palace in Oslo, May 9th, 
1935, was His Majesty's profound belief that the 
security of the world and universal peace depend 
upon religion. If we had one religion that peoples 
could agree upon and live, it would bring the 
tranquillity of the nations. Every point touched 
upon came back to this one solution, the spiritual 
foundation for endurin g peace. His most passion­
a te desire is for world peace. 

H is Majesty King Haakon, I observed, knows 
very well the religious movements of the twentieth 
century and spoke of some of them with fin e 
appreciation. He mentioned one which h e says 
does much good and it does not ask to what church 
one belon gs ; som e of H is Majes ty's bishops favour 
it we know, but as Norway has a slate religion, 
Lutheranism, and also as His Majesty's govern­
ment is composed of many parties, th is wise king 

did not permit the audience to become an inter­
view. 

If one could write what he says about r eligion, 
about the economic solution, if one could give his 
scintillating psychological comments on the uni­
versal principles needed to make a better world, 
it would be eagerly read. He told m e it would 
never do, for if one quotes a kin g, something h e 
may say with a smile, when one r eads it without 
th e smile and doesn't h ear the nuance, the world, 
the political parties, the church, may take issue. 
H e laughingly said it is hard to be a king; it is 
hard enough to be a president, but that is only 
for a term of years; it is more difficult to b e a 
kin g b ecause h e is chosen for life ! 

However, there is another way of knowin g this 
grea t king and that is through his life. What one 
could n ever learn from an interview with him, I 
relate to you as coming direct from the h earts of 
the Norwegian people and from me. I was ill in 
Norway immediately upon arrival, and after many 
weeks convalescing, I walked daily in a beautiful 
park of silver birches where many Norwegians 
came and went enjoying its loveliness. The first 
day I asked my nurse : "What is that grea t splen­
did building on th e summit of this people's park?" 
She replied in astonishment: "Do you not know 
tha t is the Royal Palace and this is the king's 
park?" I saw the standard waving from th e fla o-. 

0 

staff and my inner eye saw his warmly-human 
h eart th at h e shares so generously. 

The Norwegian people said to me: "We love 
our kin g; h e makes us feel h e is one of us even 
though he lives in the great palace and we in our 
houses. He is so wise, so honest, so energetic. We 
call him our 'King Haakon the Good.' Every 
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Sunday h e goes to the Palace Chapel or to one ~f 
the r errular church services. The Palace Chapel 1s 

t:, 

a place wh ere everyone may come." 
This tall, slender, handsome kin g moves among 

his people; he may he seen walking in th e stree ts 
of Oslo, h e is often at the opera, and very fre­
quently at th e social fLm ctions arran ged to h elp th e 
needy. On e could ha rdl y think of him- yet-as 
the fath er of his country. H e seems more th e 
brother who understands, sympathises; he is 
crentle careful and has all th e human perfec tions 
t:, ' 

in activity. 
An audience with His Majesty Kin g Haakon 

may 'he more illumi na tin g and unfo rgettable than 
an interview. T his spi rit nall y lovable King of 

orway wh o will never talk about himself, who 
in th e whole conversa tion did not use the words 
"me, I, my" or "mine," made me happy. It was 
so good to lau gh , so Gibraltar-reassuring to find 
His Majesty standin g firm fo r religion - liberal, 
vitalizing religion to clian ~c h earts and brin g the 

enduring peace. 
Gloriously the sun streamed through th e palace 

windows of his room and fell full upon his pleas­
in o- thou ghtful countenance as h e said goodbye. 

o' • ''I The sun did not nccJ to say th a t mornin g, am 
shinin g," and the kin g did not need to give any 
interview, for his life spoke it! 

(R eprinted from Baha' i World, Vo l. VI, 1934-36.) 

"That which the Lord hath ordained as the 
sovereign rem edy and mightiest instrument for 
the healing o f all the wod tl, is the union of all 
its peoples in one u11iversal Cause, 011e com,mon 
Faith. This can in no wise be achieved except 
through the power o f a skilletl, an all-powerful 
and inspired Physician."- BAHA'U'LLAH. 
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Divine Philosophy 
'A lulu: l-Balui 

Th ere are two kinds of civilization-material 
civilization which se rves the physical world and 
divine civilization which r enders service to the 
world of morality. T h e founders of the material, 
pract ical civilization are th e scientists and investi­
gators and the estalilish ers of divine civiliza tion are 
the celes tial universal teachers. 

True reli g: ion is the bases of divine civilization. 
Material civilization is like unto th e body ; divine 
civi lization is like unto the spirit. A body without 
th e spirit is dead, although it may be clothed in 
the utmost beauty and comeliness. 

l11 hart, h y religion we m ean those necessary 
bonds which have power to unify. T his has ever 
been the essence of the reli gion of God. This is 
the etern al be towal of God! This is the object 
of divin e teachin gs and laws ! This is the light of 
th e everlastin g life ! Alas ! A thousand times alas! 
that this solid foundation is abandon ed a11d for­
gotten and th e leaders of rcli rrions have fabricated 

0 

a set of superstitions and ritu als which are at com· 
plete variance with th e underl yinrr thourrht. As 

t:, 0 

these man-made ideas differ from each other they 
cause dissension which breeds strife and ends in 
war and bloodsh ed ; the blood of innocent people 
is spi lled, their po sessions are pillaged and their 
children b ecome captives and orphans. 

Thus religion which was destined to become the 
cause of fri endship has become the cause of enmity. 
R eligion, which was m eant to b e sweet honey, is 
ch an ged into bitter poison . R eligion, th e function 
of which was to illumine humanity, has become 
the factor of obscuration and gloom. Religion, 
which was to confer the consciousness of everlastin g 
life, has b ecome the fi endish instrument of death. 
As long as these superstitions are in th e hands and 
th ese nets of dis imulation and hypocrisy in the 
fin gers, religio11 will be the most harmful agency 
on this planet. These superannuated traditions, 
which are inh erited unto th e present day, must 
b e aba11doned, and thus free from past super· 
stitions we must investi cra te the orirrinal intention. 

0 t:, 

The basis on which they have fabricated the super-
structures will be seen to he one, and that one 
ahsolnte reality; and as r eality is indivisible, com· 
plete unity and amity will h e instituted and the 
true religion of God will become unveiled in all its 
beauty and sublimity in the assemblage of th e 
world. 

H ence, to this honorable congress I say: "Tear 
asunder the veils and curtains of these dogmas, 
remove these accumulated, suffoca tin g increments, 
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dispel these dark impenetrable clouds, that the sun 
of reality may shine from the horizon of eternity." 

Praise he to God that this century is the century 
of sciences! This cycle is the cycle of reality! 
The minds have developed; the thoughts have 
taken a wider range of vision; the intellects have 
become keener; the emotions have become more 
sensitized; the inventions have transformed the 
face of the earth, and this age has acquired a 
glorious capability for the majestic revelation of 
the oneness of the world of humanity. 

The Purpose of Life 
The answer to this question will forever remain 

in that realm of true understanding where speech 
and sight and hearing are accomplished without 
tongue or eye or ear. In that state of inner con­
sciousness man becomes aware of truths which can 
he expressed, only very inadequately, in words. 
Nevertheless we can implant in the inward mind, 
by using the outer faculties, certain truths which 
germinate within us until they are apprehended. 
The seed may he sown in fertile soil. The best 
seed for this purpose is the Word uttered by the 
Manifestation of God. 

Baha'u'llah tells us that the purpose of life is 
to know and love God, a statement which only 
those of deep spiritual insight can understand. 
Again He says: "All men have hecn created to 
carry forward an ever advancing civilisation." 
This is far more within our range of understand­
ing, and accords with our deep rooted aspirations. 
But inevitably we come to the question, what 
purpose is filled by the advancement of civilisa­
tion? Why must it he ever advancing? That it 
should he is something we feel to be essentially 
right. In answering this question Baha'u'llah also 
gives us some understanding of what it may mean 
to know and love God. 

It was Jesus the Christ Who first stressed the 
validity and worth of the individual human soul. 
He taught us to acquire the Divine virtues, to 
become Christlike, and above all to find the 
Kingdom of God within ourselves, that is to develop 
those qualities implanted in us by the Creator of 
the human soul. A much earlier teaching, in the 
Book of Genesis, says that man is made "in the 
image of God," a statement which Jesus by infer­
ence, and Baha'u'llah directly, restates as meaning 
that man can manifest the attributes of God . . . 
such as wisdom, justice, love, mercy. "Upon the 
inmost reality of each and every created thing He 
hath shed the light of one of His names, and made 
it the recipient of the glory of one of His 
attributes. Upon the reality of man, however, He 

hath focussed the radiance of all of His names and 
attributes, and made it a mirror of His own Self. 
Alone of all created things man hath been singled 
out for so great a favour, so enduring a bounty." 

Here then is one answer to our question. The 
purpose of life is to know and love God by becom­
ing a mirror for the reflection of His attributes, 
which is the same thing as developing the divine 
qualities within us. Those who succeed in this 
task are called saints, such as Saint Francis. 

That is all very well for the individual, we say, 
but what about war and poverty and unemploy­
ment? The carrying forward of "an ever advanc­
ing civilization" means so ordering human society 
that every single individual will have the fullest 
opportunities for the unfoldment of his own soul, 
that is to develop those qualities within, which have 
been called "the image of God." So we return to 
our first answer. The purpose of life for the in­
dividual is to know and love God, and the purpose 
of an advancing civilization is to enable man to 
know and love God in a continually higher and 
increasing way, through the continual development 
of his own innate qualities. And too, human 
society, as well as human individuals, can reflect 
the Kingdom of God. 

Who is the Christ ? 
'Abdu'l-Baha 

Each religion teaches that a mediator is neces­
sary between man and the Creater - one who 
receives the full light of the divine splendour and 
radiates it over the human world, as the eartli's 
atmosphere receives and diffuses the warmth of 
the sun's rays. This mediator between God and 
humanity has different designations though he 
always brings the same spiritual command. 

In one era he is called Abraham, at another time 
Moses, again he is called Buddha, another time 
Jesus, and yet another time Muhammad. All 
turned to the divine reality for their strength. 
Those who followed Moses accepted him as the 
mediator; those who followed Zoroaster accepted 
him as their mediator; hut all the Israelites deny 
Zoroaster, and the Zoroastrians deny Moses. They 
fail to see in both the one light. Had the 
Zoroastrians comprehended the reality of Zoroaster, 
they would have understood Moses and Jesus. Alas! 
the majority of men attach themselves to the name 
of the mediator and lose sight of the real purport. 

Therefore did Baha'u'llah cry, "O God, deliver 
us from the sea of names!" 

Man must turn to the light and not think that 
the form of the lamp is essential, for the lamp may 
he changed; but he who longs for light welcomes 
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it from whatever source i t comes. If the Jews had 
comprehended Moses, they would have accepted 
the Christ; but they were occupied with the name 
and when the name was changed they denied the 
reality. 

It is the same with the Christians to-day. What 
a pity that they are worshipping a title! They see 
only the garment. If one recognizes a king by his 
garments, one would not know him were h e to 
clothe himself differently. 

Who is the Christ? When one sees the Christ 
qualities shining from another source, one must 
recognize that light. We say this flower is exqui­
site ; we do not say that it is the only beautiful 
one, for beauty is of the divine efful gence that is 
universal and unlimited in its manifestations. The 
marvelous bestowals of God are continuous. Should 
the outpourin g of light be suspended, we would 
be in darkness. But how could it be withheld? 
If the divine graces are suspended, then divinity 
itself would be interrupted. E ven men ask for 
continuity. 

We have eyes and we desire eternal sight; blind­
ness is an imperfection . W e have ears ; deafness 
is a defi ciency. As lon g as we consider these as 
imperfections in the human world, are they not 
even greater defects in th e divine world? 

We must be adorers of the sun of reality from 
whatsoever horizon it may appear, rather than 
adorers of the horizon; for should we concentrate 
our attention in one direction, the sun may appear 
from quite anoth er and leave us deprived of the 
sun 's bestowals which are the wisdom and guidance 
of God and the favour of God, which constitute 
spiritual progress. 

"The Secret 
Most 

Places 
1-Iigh" 

Marjorie Hofman 

of the 

To every soul in the condition of human under­
standing th ere have come, at times, glimpses of 
wh at appeared to he another world, a state of 
abstract bein g. 

To those souls not awakened to spiritual con­
sciousness it seemed a far away place which they 
could not inherit until they h ad taken th eir 
depar ture from this visibl e state of existence. The 
awakened soul could discern th a t it was a spiritual 
realm in which all might dwell to-day-the Kin g­
dom of Heaven that is always a t h and. 

T his other world is th e sublime essence of all 
reali ty- i t is th e infinite spiritual sea, in which 
we live, and move, and h ave our bein g, the divine 

counterpart of everything that was, is or is to be. 
It is that world which is found on the supreme 
h eigh ts of all existence. To live in this world is 
to view the entire universe from the h eights, and 
from that sublime view all is b eautiful, all is good. 
To live in the spiritual world is to realize the 
purity, the divinity of the real nature of man­
the absolute perfection of his true being. It is 
to know the truth about man-that h e is created 
in the image and likeness of God. It is to live in 
the world of the great within, in the high est state 
of being, in the life of the soul, in tune with the 
Infinite, in the Secret Places of the Most High . 

When the soul is not awakened, the mind is 
deprived of the guidance of the spirit, and as a 
result the person is almost buried in materiality 
and goes wrong more frequently-not knowing the 
reason why. Then arise sickness, troubles and 
adversities, the sum total of all the ills of life. 

To awaken the soul and illumine the mind with 
the light of the Spirit, one of th e great essentials­
the greatest, in fact-is to live by faith. This can 
only he done b y placing one's entire life and every­
thin g that pertains to it in the h ands of God. 
Whatever is placed in the hands of God will be 
inspired and guided by Him and consequently will 
produce the greatest amount of good-spiritually 
and materially. The secret of faith is really simple 
and on e can easily understand why all thin gs are 
possible to him who h as r eal faith . God can do 
all thin gs and h e who has faith places his life, his 
purpose, his plans, his desires-his all- in God's 
hands, knowin g " H e will not fail ." 

Wh en one lives by faith one is constantly on the 
verge of th e spiritual world because the power of 
God, into whose keeping we have given every­
thin g, is the spiritual world. Living, thinking, 
actin g, in constant recognition of the Suprem e 
Power of God, feeling through and through that 
His Presence is closer than breathing, n earer th an 
h ands and feet, is to arouse every spiritual element 
in our nature- then do we ascend into God's own 
beautiful world, and life in the Secret Places of 
the Most High does indeed b egin. 

"At present Universal Peace is a matter of 
great importance, but unity of co nscience is 
essential, so that the foundation of this m atter 
may become secure, its establishm~nt firm, and 
its edi fice strong . . .. A lthou gh the League of 
Nations has been brought into existence, yet it 
is incapable of establishing Universal Peace. 
But the Suprem e T ribunal wh ich Bahti'u' lltih 
has described w ill fulfil this sacred task w ith 
the utmost might and power." 'ABDU'L-BAHA . 
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