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“Peace, Peace, the lips of potentates and
peoples unceasingly proclaim, whereas the

~ fire of unquenched hatreds still smoulders
in their hearts.” ’Abdw’l-Bahd.

We believe that the greatest need to-day is a
clear and satisfying outlook on the elemental prob-
lems of life. What is its purpose? Why are we
here? Unless some good reason can be given, we
- «cannot know for what we are striving. Men want
peace, want victory, prosperity. But why? What

is the value of peace unless we know the purpose -

of life?
To the modern man the answer to this question

cannot be so simple as it was to the 'man of the "

middle ages who lived trustingly in the shelter of
the Church.. Our little learning has debarred us
from simplicity, and until we:can perceive a
“scheme of things entire” which accepts the newly
disclosed - facts about ‘the universe—material and
psychological-—we shall flounder in the morass of
theories, creeds, dogmas and traditions which
threaten to engulf us. " :
-'Such a scheme of things must be neither so strict
in’ detail .as to be rigid, nor so vague in outline as
to have no practical application. It must show.us
the way to peace both among ourselves,-and with-
in ourselves. It must give us a reason.for moral
effort (which raises us aboveé the brute), and -also
move us to make such. effort. Perhaps when we
find such a reason it will be as simple-as “the love
of God.” - But let us not accept any clichés, but
prove all things. ~ =~ - - o
It is in this spirit that we shall, during the coming
Year, "pr‘e'ser'nt"'in-a‘ series of articles the answer of
the ‘Balia’i Faith to such problems as the purpose
oflife, the nature of man, his place in the universe,
the rise and fall of civilization, the riddle of the
‘present day. With this in mind we begin Volume II
with ‘a brief account of the origin, history, and
‘present ‘condition of the Baha'i" Faith, so- that
readers, knowing this background; may more easily
follow the argument.. -~ - = . = SRR
. The. interest of this plan will be greatly en-
hanced by questions and diseussions, and .for this
purpose we gladly open our columns. s

|l. SUBSCRIPTIONS : — Twelve months,. -one.
shilling:»,‘post free 1/6. New World Order, 46,..,
Bloomsbury Street; London, W.€.1. .No extra
postage up to: three copies. e
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The Baha’ Faith

Duripg the early part of the nineteenth century,
there was, widespread expectation_ of the coming
of a new message from God. In the West, as con-
temporary records show, this took the form of ex-
pecting the “second coming of Christ,” and in the
East different terms were used, according to the
religious system, to express the same theme.

Religion has always come to mankind from the
‘East, and the Baha’i Faith is no exception, for it
was born in the ancient land of Iran, at a time when

that once proud country was in the depths of decay
and corruption.

The Forerunner.

e On May 23rd, 1844, a young merchant of Shiriz
announced to His first disciple that He was the

Qxl‘e looked for by people of the Muhammadan
Faith, the Mahdi. In' addition to this great claim
He anpot’m“ced Himsgelf as the:Herald “of 'a World
N{ce.sanger, Who would be the Promised Onie ‘of all
~,fe]1gxo'ns,' and-Who would: éstablish- that great day
in human history- which .js spoken. of in ‘all-.the
hol?'_ books, and, which - the. Christian_world has
designated “the Kingdom of God on earth.” . i
Tl_lc.,,a)"qungj prophet was called the Bab, which
means “Gate” or “Door,” for wa&Hé‘nc'it opeﬁiné
ﬁll_ﬁ way. to “He Whom God shall make ‘manifest,”
»tl;e l‘)ro,m-lse.:d One of ali ageé? One of the p.r'oofs
oh His mission is the fierce opposition with which
the orthodox clergy. greeted Him. The story of
Je.su;s._ was repeated, and after but SlX 4years' of
Jnistry He was executed by a ﬁrix'ng"slqﬁad‘in‘ the
barrack square of Tabriz. =~ = C
_The Author,” : I
d The vf(:;lowgl:s of the Bah were 'persecuted'ana
one to death in a savagedeﬂfo‘rtb to stamp out this
: atened to give new life to the
P.C.Ol.?le- TWQ!!F)_’; thousand of them were martyred
An circumstances of horrible cruelty. But the Bibis
.reme{nbered_ the -promise that “He Whom God
shal;l_make manifest” would shortly appear, and
.they:w?re not disappointed, o ppeih A2
’foiVI;;izsa Husayr.l ‘Ali, a nobleman of Nir, known
Tad aoSenerostty and passionate sense of justice,
1ad espoused the cause of the Bib. He was im-
prisoned, stripped of all Hig great wealth, tortured
with the bastinado, imprisoned in a Viie under-
ground dungeon, and exiled to Baghdad. There He
.went. jnto vol}}ntary_ séél_uafon, for a béﬁod of ‘two
yefl_l'f,,,:;‘p !hé mounigiﬁdusf.' wilderhess of Sﬁlﬁ;-
mamyyxh_. § Shogtly .‘aflter His' .reiﬁm, oxi' the eve
of a further banishment to Conétaiiiihoplé, He



spoke to the company of Bibis who had followed
Him into exile. :

“He was calm, serene, and unruffled. -The hour
had struck. To that company Baha’u’lldh revealed
Himgelf—He was the Promised One in Whose path
the B4b had sacrificed His life, ‘Him Whom God
gshall manifest, the Shih Bahriam, the Fifth
Buddha, the Lord of Hosts, the Return of Christ,
the Master of the Day of Judgment.”

-The Babis joyously acclaimed the One for Whom
they had suffered so greatly. He was known there-
after as Baha’u’llah, and His followers as Baha’is.
This was April 21st, 1863.

Even at this distance from His native land,
Baha’n’llah was still surrounded by the watchful
hatred of His enemies and plotted against by His
treacherous half-brother. He was exiled again to
Adrianople, and yet again to >Akka in the Holy
Land. Here He was imprisoned in the grim penal
barracks, which was used to house the worst crim-
inals of the Turkish Empire. And what was His
crime? He had. always upheld the down-trodden
and oppressed, had continually exhorted His fol-
lowers to saintliness of character, forbidden
sedition, and called all men to unity and brother-
hood. So might this same question have been asked
almost two thousand years before. :

Here in *Akk4, which, acording to the Bible, wai
to be a “door of hope” to mankind, Baha’u’llih was
held prisoner. But no prisoner was surely ever held
in such awe. The governor of the prison would seek
an interview, and on heing refused would ‘submit
to the will of .Baha’w’lldh. Pilgrims came from
Irdn on foot, to stand beyond the third moat and
see Him wave from behind the prison bars. Pilgrims
from the West were to come later. After sometyears,
Bahd’u’lldh moved out- of the prison . without
obstruction, and lived ‘at"Bahji, by-the slopes of
Mount' Carmel. " . : o

During’ His -enforced exiles, and in the Holy
Land, Bah&’w’llih revealed those teachings which
‘are the “New Jerusalem” and the sourcé of inspira-
tion for the nev world order which is slowly but
steadily being built amidst the crumbling institu-
tions and social theories of ‘the present day. ‘His
Letters to the Kings econtain the ¢ore of -His
Message. He summons them to thi¢ “Divine Unity,”
to the comity of nations, to a world Parliament, to
the practical establishment of human brotherhood,
and to the founding of Justice. He wrote to the
crowned heads of Europe, to the Pope, the Presi-
dent of the United States, the Czar of Russia, the
Sultan of Turkey, the Shah, and the various religi-
ous communities. In His Tablét to Queen Victoria,
He outlined a plan of collective security which He

=

1 “tion and ur"xity"be'tWeén'the sons of men should

promised would bring the “Lesser Peace,” and
which has yet to be put into practice. His Writings
are authentic, and not dependent on hearsay, or
memory.

Professor Edward Granville Browne, the famous
Orientalist of Cambridge, has left us the only des-
cription of Bahd’u’llih by a westerner. “In the
corner, where the divan met the wall, sat a won-
drous and venerable figure, crowned with a felt
head-dress of the kind called tij by dervishes (but
of unusual height and make), round the base of
which was wound a small white turban. The face
of him on whom I gazed I can never forget, though
I cannot describe it. Those piercing eyes seemed to
read one’s very soul; power and authority sat. on
that ample brow; while the deep lines on the fore-
head and face implied an age which the jet black
hair and beard flowing down in indistinguishable
luxuriance almost to the waist seemed to belie. No
need to ask in whose presence I stood, as I bowed
myself before one who is the object of a devotion
and love which kings might envy and emperors

sigh for in vain!”

The True Exemplar. - - .

* *Abdu’l-Baha, from childhood a voluntary sharer
in the ’i)ersecdtiohs of ‘His Father, was appointed
in Bah&’u’lléh% Will-and Testament, Interpreter of
the Teachings and Centre of His Covenant. ‘After
forty years’ imprisonment He was released ir_;. 1908
by the successful Young Tirks, and' immediately
He set out to carry the Bahd’i message to Europe
and America. From 1892, when Bahd’u’lldh

‘ascended, until 1921 when He Himself passed on,

He served the Faith as its appointed leader, tire-

‘lessly and devotedly, and by Hig'uniqqg_ wisdom
‘and Christlike Iife_, succeeded in establishing it in

all five continents. Duting the difficult days of the
Great War He looked after the people in the district
of *Akk4 and Haifa, to whom He was “_The»Fath’?'r
of tbe"iio&ri"’"'Laiter He ?’éct_apt_ed‘l a k_pighthoo’d@f
the British Empire “as a courtesy to a' just ki‘ng."’

He was known as the Master.

(To be éontinued)

“That :ill"'tiatibiis should become one in Faith
"and all men’as'brothers; that the bonds of dffec-

be stféﬁéfheriéd" ; that diversity of ‘reli'gion
“should “cease, and differences of race be an-
nulled—what harm is there in tl}is? ... Yetso
it shall be; these fruitless strifes, these ruinous
" wars shall pass away, and the Most Greét' Peace
shall come . ..” Bahd'wlldh. :
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