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"The earth is but one country and mankind its citizen.§."-Balui'u'llcih. 

THE CAUSE 
"In the world of existence there are various bonds 

which unite the hearts, but none of these bonds is 

efficient. For instance, the first and foremost bond is 

the family bond, but this bond is not effective, for 

how often it happens that in some families diver

gence and difference obtains. A patriotic bond may 
be the means of amity and fellowship; but the one

ness of nativity will not suffice, for if we examine 
history we shall find that the inhabitants of the 
same fatherland have often waged war against each 
other. In civil strife how often they have shed each 
other's blood; how often they have pillaged each 
other's property! Hence, it becomes evident that 
oneness of nativity is not sufficient. Another means 
of amity is the racial oneness. How often have we 
seen that men of the same race have engaged in 
the severest strife. They have spilled ead1 other's 
blood; they have laid their country waste- which 
proves that the oneness of race is not oneness in 
reality. Among the bonds of unity is the political 
bond. How often do we find that certain govern
ments have been politically bound together, 
amongst them obtaining a political intercourse and 
onen~ss which afterwards was subject to change and 
th~se governments arose against each other on the 
field of battle. Thus the oneness of politics is not 

• sufficient. 
"That which is the cause of perfect unity and 

amity in the world of existence is the oneness of 
R eality. If Reality enters the arena, the funda
mental reality can conserve the states, and that 
Reality-the oneness of humanity- is a oneness 
which can only come into being through the efficacy 
of the Holy Spirit, for the efficacy of the Holy 
Spiri t is like unto the spirit in the body; it dispels 
an differences and ush ers an beneath the same solid-

OF UNITY 
arity and unity. Regard how numerous are the 
parts and members of the human organism, but the 
oneness of the spirit animating it keeps its various 
parts and elements together in perfect co-ordination 
and solidarity. It brings such a unity into the organ
ism that were each member to be subjected to any 
injury or were it to become diseased, all the other 
members would sympathetically suffer, due to the 
existence of ·their perfect unity. Hence, it becomes 
evident that the oneness of Reality-perfect amity 
amongst mankind-cannot be accomplished save 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, for the world 
of humanity is likened to the body and the Holy 
Spirit is likened to the animating power of the 
body; just as the human spirit is the cause of the 
cohesion of the various parts of the human organ
ism, likewise the Holy Spirit is the cause of the 
unity and amity of all mankind. 

"H • • d h ence we must stnve 111 or er t at the power 
of the Holy Spirit may become effective throughout 
all humanity, in order that .it may confer a new life 
upon the body politic, that all of the body politic 
may be ushered beneath the shelter of the same 
Word. Then the world of humanity shall become 
the angelic world, the etheral darkness shall pass 
away and celestial illumination shall take its place; 
the defects of the human world shall be erased and 
the Divine Virtues shall become resplendent; and 
this is unobtainable save through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Hence, the greatest need of the world 
of humanity to-day is to receive the efficacy of the 
.Holy Spirit. Until the Holy Spirit becomes effec
tive, interpenetrating the h earts and spirits d , an 
until perfect reasonable faith shall obtain in th 
minds of men, it is impossible for the social bode 
to be inspi red with security and confidenc ;, 
'A lJClu' l-B alui. 

e. 
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"Peace, Peace, the lips of potentates and 

peoples unceasingly proclaim, whereas the 

• fire of unquenched hatreds still smoulders 

in their hearts." 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

We believe that the greatest need to-day is a 
clear and satisfying outlook on the elemental prob
lems of life. What is its purpose? Why are we 
here? Unless some good reason can be given, we 
eannot know for what we are striving. Men want 
peace, want victory, ~rosperi~y. But why? What 
is the value of peace unless· we know the purpose 
of life? • . . 

To the modern man the answer .to this question 
cannot be 80 simple as it was _to_ t~e ~man of _the 
middle ages who lived trustingly in. the shelter of 
tlie Church.- Our little learning has deharr~d us 
f • • ,.ci·ty and untH we:·. can perceive a • rom s1mpu , . 
"scheme of things. entire" which accepts th~ newly 
.disclosed- facts about .the universe:-matcnal and 
_ •• ·h· -l~cal.;._we shall flounder in the morass of 

-psy:c o - 0 - • d" . . 1i· l 
th • cr·eeds dogmas and tra itions w ic l . eones, . , . . 
threaten to engulf us. · • . . . . 

·s h· h - e of things must be neither so strict • UC a SC em . Ii . 
in:.detail as'to be rigid, nor so vague in out ne as 
lo have no practical application'. It must- show_ us 
the way- 'to· peace both among ourselves,-and with
• • • l ·es It ·must give us a reasi:)n for moral 1n ourse v • • I 
effort (which raises us above the brut~), and ·a so 

• ·h ff t Perhaps when we move· us to make sue · e or · · . _ , . 
fi d• h . n· 1•t-' Wl. ·n be as i!imple·.as 'the love n sue a reaso . . , 

f G d·••. B •• r let us not accept •• any chches, but 'O o. u ... 
prove all things. • . • • • · • _ .. _ . •.. · 

It is in this spirit that we shall, durmg the coming 
ye·ar, pr~sent· in a series of" articles the answe~ of 
the ·Baha'i Faith to such problems .as the p~rpose 

f ·1·r h t e of man his place m the umverse, 0 • • 1 e, t e na ur ' . . h 
h • •• d fall of civilization, the riddle of t. e 

t c- ri.se an - ·b • V l · •II 
•• h h" •• ind we ,smn o ume present day. Wit -t 18 10 m .. '1:," • . 

with a brief account ·of the . 0~!~m, ~rstory, and 
• • • • d. • f the Baba 1- Fa1th, so that present con it1on ° . . .1 l'ea·ders, .knowing this· background; may more e_as1 y 
follow the argument.. • · • . • • • • 

The. interest of this plan will be greatly e~-
h , d b , 1· s and discussions, and. for tins ance • y ques 10n · . 
purpose we glad!y o~en our ·columns. 

.. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS:-___Twefoe m.ontk$,. ·O)le • 

• shilling:,post free 1/6; New World order, 46,.,, 
Bloomsbury Street; London, W.C . .I. · No extra 
postage up to· three copies. 

The Baba'{ Faith 
During the early part of the nineteenth century, 

there was_ .-~videsprea~ ~'.'E~ftation of. the:: ~~«?.W}pg 
of a new messaae from God. In the West, as con-

• t, -

temporary records show, this took the form of ex-
pecting the "second coming of Chri~t," ~d in the 
East different terms were used, according to the 
religious system, to express the same theme. 

Religion has always come to mankind from the 
Ea~t, au"a' 'the Baha'i Faith is no exception, for it 
was horn in the ancient land of Iran, at a ~ime when 
that once proud country was in the depths of decay 
an_d c'?rruption. 

The Forerunner. 

. .- O,i May 23rd,_ }?44, a young merchant of Shiraz 
a'nnounced to His first disciple that He was the 
One look_ed for by people 9f the. _Muha~ma~an 
Faith, the Mahdi: In a<lditioti" to this great claim 
He announced Himaelf as the, Herald "of, a World 
Messenger, Who Would be the Promised Orie ·of all 
religions;• and· Who would establish, that great day 
.in human -hist~ry-.,which .. is ,spoken: of i.,:·:~Jl--•th~ 
l10ly hooks, and ,.w).iicJi -the Chriatian. world h~s 
designated "the.Kingdom o·f God on. ea~th.~; . 1 

The :yQung- prophet "'.as .called the Bab; whicl?, 
means ''Gate'; or ."Do~~." for was Re not opening 
the ~ay. to "He Whom God shall ~ake\1~anifest/' 
the Proµiised One ·o'c"aii ag~~? One of ,the' pr~of ~ 
of His mission is the fierce opposition. with w_hicli 
the orthodox clergy_ g~eeted flim. )'h~ story ?f 
J esu_s_ was repeated~ and after but six years . o_f 
.~i1;1i_stry He was execut;d by.a firing i;quad.in_ the 
barrac~ square of, ',I'ahriz. ' • . , •. . . _· • 

The Auihor .• 

, Th.e f ~il~w~r~ of th~ Bab were -~rsecuted an;i 
don~ t~ death in a savage effort to stamp out th~ 

_''here~y•~ .which threatened to give new life to the 
pc~ple. Twe~ty: thousand: ~f' them. were martyred 
i~ __ circumstan~(of horrible c~elty. a•.~t ihe Bab is 
reme~bered the promise that "He Whom God 
shal\make manifest'? -~oufa shortly appear, an~ 
they. were not disappointed. . 
• Mirza Husayn 'Ali, a nohle~an of NU:r, known 
J~r l:J~ generosi!y and passion_ate sens"' of justice, 
.had ~spoused the cause. of the Bab~ ' He ~as im
p~isoned·, str~p_Ped of all His great·.;,e~lth, tortur~'a 
wµh t~e ha11tmado, im.prisoned in a vile under
_gr'?~~ d_ungeon, and ~xiled to Iiaghda{ Ther~ Il:e 
w~nt .~t:> vol_untary seclusfon, for· a :Period of tw~ 
years/ J~ ~he mounf~hi~us'· ~ild~rriess • ~f Sul~y
maniyyili'.. S_hortly after His· ·ret~m on the e~~ 

• ' I • •• • • . ' . • • 

of a .further banishment t~ _Con~ta~~ifo~ple, lie 
• ,. ,r .. , • -
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spoke to the company of Babis who had followed 
Him into exile. 

"He was calm, serene, and unruffled. -The hour 
had struck. To that company Baha'u'llah revealed 
Him.self-He was the Promised One in Whose path 
the Bab had sacrificed His life, 'Him Whom God 
shall manifest,' the Shah Bahram, the Fifth 
Buddha, the Lord of Hosts, the Return: of Christ, 
the Master of the Day of Judgment." 

· The Bab is joyously acclaimed the One for Whom 
they had suffered so greatly. He was known there
after as Baha'u'llah, and His followers as Baha'is. 
This. was April 21st, 1863. 

Even at this distance from His native land, 
Baha'u'llah was still surrounded by the watchful 
hatred of His enemies and plotted against by His 
treacherous half-brother. He was exiled again to 
Adrianople, and yet again to ~Akka in the Holy 
Land. Here He was imprisoned in the grim penal 
barracks, which was used to house the worst crim
inals of the Turkish Empire. And what was His 
crime2 He had. always· upheld ·the down-trodden 
and oppressed, had continually exhorted His fol
lowers to saintliness. of character, forbidden 
sedition, and called all men to unity and brother
hood. So might this same question have been asked 
almost two thousand years before; 

Here.in 'Akka, which, acording to the Bible, was 
to be a "door of hope" to mankind, Baha'u'llah was 
held prisoner. But no prisoner was surely ever held 
in such awe. The governor of the prison would seek 
an interview, and on being refused would submit 
to the will of. Baha'u'llah. Pilgrims came from 
Iran on foot, to stand- beyond the third moat and 
see Him wave from behind the prison bars, Pilgrims 
from the West were to come later. Aftersome<years, 
Baha'u'llah moved out- of the pr-lson. ·-without 
obstruction, and lived ·at· Bah1i, by ·the slopes of 
Mount· Carmel.· 

During' Hie ·enforced exiles, and· :iti the Holy 
Land, Baha'u'llah revealed those teachings which 
·are the "New Jerusalem" und the sourc~ of irtspira
tion for the nev• world ordeir which i~ -lilowly but 
steadily being built amidst the crumbling in11titu
tions and social theories of the present day. • His 
Letters to the Kings eontaiil the core of • His 
Message. He summons them ·to the "Divine Unity,,• 
to the comity of nations, to a world ·Parlia'nfent, to 
the practical establishment of human brotherhood, 
and to the founding of Justice. He wrote. to the 
crowned heads of Ettrope,1 ·to the Pope,· the• Presi
denl of the United • States, th'e Czar· of Russia, the 
Sultan of Turkey, the Shah, arid the various religi
ous communities. In His Tablet to Queen Victoria, 
He outlined a plan of collective security which He 

promised would bring the "Lesser Peace," and 
which has yet to be put into practice. His Writings 
are auth~tic, and not dependent on hearsay, or 
memory. 

Professor Edward Granville Browne, the famous 
Orientalist of Cambridge, has left us the only des• 
cription of Baha'u'llah by a westerner. "In the 
comer, where the divan met the wall, sat a won• 
drous and venerable figure, crowned with a felt 
head-dress of the kind called taj by dervishes (but 
of unusual height and make), round the base of 
which was wound a small white turban. The face 
of him on whom I gazed ~ can never forget, though 
I cannot describe it. Those piercing eyes seeltled to 
read. one's very soul; power and authority sa~ on 
that ample brow; while the deep lines on the fore
head and face implied an age which the jet black 
hair and beard flowing down in indistinguishable 
luxuriance almost to ·the waist seemed to belie. No 
need t~ • ask in whose piesence I stood, as I bowed 
myself before· o~~ -~ho is the object qf a devotion 
and love which_ kingf mjght envy· and emperors 
sigh for in vain!~; • • 

The True Exemplar.• : •' 
'Abdu'l-Baha, Ci-om· childhood a voluntary sharer 

in the persecutio~s of His· Father, was appointed 
in Baha'u'llahts Willand•Testament, Interpreter of 
the Teachings and Centre of His Covenant; ·After 
forty: years' imprisonment lie was released i~ 1908 
by the successM Young T.itrks, and· immediately 
He set out to carry the Baha'i message to Europe 
and A~erica. .Frqm'··1M2, when Baha'u'llah 
'ascended, u~til 1921· when He_ Him1;1elf 'passed on, 
He ·served the Faitli ~~ its appointed leader, tire• 

·iessly and devotedly, =·ahd by Hi~· uniq~~ wisdo~ 
• imd Christlike life, succeeded ·in esta:blisliing it in 
ail five ~onih'lents. DuH:ng 'tlie difficu~t days of t~e 
C:reai :War He look.eel after ihe people in the district 
of 'Akka' aiul.H~ifa; io ~ho~ He was "The_Fat~er 
of_ qie·· p~or'.'' •• -~ate~ He· ~c~~pt~d·_ a ~,~~~tlio~d • 1! 
th'e Britlsh Empire ''as_ a .c9urtesy _to a JUst kin~. 
}le was kno"'.11:°as tlie Ma.~~et. . •• • • •• ·' 
• •. :" • • • ( 'f.o)je_ ~,;;itinJtecf:) 

::·. . ,,. . ,. . .. .. . 

''Th'llt·all"irati6ris should become one in Faith 
J. 'and.all men"'as1br6thers; that the bonds of affec

... ;tioh. a:n\:l unity'between· the !!ODS of· men should· 
. be •• stte~t~neri~d'; ihat di~ersity of _religion 
' should' cease, 'and differences of race be an•· 

nullea'_:_wfi:~t harm i~ there. in this? .•• Yet so 
it shall be;·ili~s_e fruitiess strifefi~"these ruinous 
wars sh~li pass away, and th~ Most Great Peace 

" B h '' 'll 'h ' • shall come . . . a a u a • 
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Lone-Star 
(Tribute to Martha Root-international pioneer 
of the Baha'i Faith, who passed away recently in 

Honolulu) 
by 

BEATRICE IRWIN. 

Star-soul upon your further voyage bent 
You have our orbit gladdened by your light! 
Through years, the purpose of your high intent 
Was but to cleanse and uplift human sight 
To Baha'u'llah's Sun of Truth! 
To give the world a youth 
Of hopes and dreams born of His Kingly Word 
Whose lucent power makes space a womh of 

wealth. 
Rich with a freedom forged in spirit's fire 
Upon that anvil, you laid down desire 
For the companioned ways of human love, 
And in lone beauty shone o'er many lands, 
Your chart of hope surrendered to His hands. 
The world was but a bead upon the thread 
Of your life's harvesting of faith and toil, 
Anointing nations' wounds with wisdom's oil! 
You moved so silken through the weight of night, 
Cupping your heart to catch the Love, the Light 
That leads this age to a transcendant morn! 
Who knows what mysteries shall there be born? 

A World Commonwealth 
"The unity of the human race, as envisaged by 

Baha'u'Ilah, implies the establishm~nt of a world 
commonwealth in which all nations, races, creeds 
and classes are closely and permanently united, 
and in which the autonomy of its state memhers 
and the personal freedom ancl initiative of the 
individuals that compose them are definitely and 

• completely safeguarded. This commonwealth must, 
as far as we can v_isualise it, consist of a world legis
lature whose memhers will, as the trustees of the 
whole of mankind, 11ltimately control the ent_ire 
resources of all the component nations, and will 
enact such laws as shall be required to regulate the 
life, satisfy the needs, and adjust the relationships 

. of all races and peoples. A world executive, backed 
by an international Force, will carry out the 
decisions arrived at, and apply the laws enacted hy, 
this world legislature, an,.d wi.11 safeguard the 
organic unity of the whole commonwealth. A world 
tribunal will adjudicate and deliver the compulsory 
and final verdict in all and any disputes that may 
arise between the various elements constituting the 
universal system. 

"A mechanism of world intercommunication will 
be devised, embracing the whole planet, freed from 
national hindrance and restrictions, and function
ing with marvellous swiftness and perfect regularity. 
A world metropolis will serve as the nerve centre 
of a world civilization, the focus towards which the 
unifying forces of life will converg~ and from which 
its energising influences will radiate. A world lan!!l.l• t, 

age will either be invented or chosen from among 
the existing languages and will be taught in the 
schools of all the federated nations as an auxiliary 
to their mother tongue. A world script, a world 
literature, a uniform and universal system of 
currency, of weights and measures, will simplify 
and facilitate intercourse and understanding among 
the nations and races of mankind. 

"In such a world society, science and religion, 
the two most potent forces in human life, will be 
reconciled, will co-operate, and will harmoniously 
develop. The press will, under such a system, while 
giving full scope to the expression of the diversified 
views and convictions of mankind, cease to be mis
chievously manipulated hy vested interests, 
whether private or public, and will he liberated 
from the influence of contending governments and 
peoples. The economic resources of the world will 
be organised, its sources of raw materials will he 
tapped and fully utilised, its markets will be co
ordinated and developed, and the distribution of 
its products equitably regulated. 

"National rivalries, hatreds and intrigues will 
cease, and racial animosity and prejudice will be re
~laced by racial amity, understanding and co-opera
tion. The causes of religious strife will be perman
e~tly removed, economic barriers and restrictions 
will be completely abolished and th • d. . , e 1nor u1ate 
distinction between classes •vi·11 b 11• d . . • e o) iterate . 
Deslltullon on the one hand a d l 

• c , n gross accumu a-
hon of ownership on the other w1"ll d" Th , 1sappear. e 
enormous energy dissipated and wasted on war, 
whether economic or pol1"t1"cal ·11 b d 
t h d , w1 e consecrate 
o sue en s as will ext d h • . • en t e range of human m• 

ventions and technical development, to th~ increase 
of the productivity of mankind to th t • . 
1. f d' , e ex ermma 

1011 0 isease, to the extension of scientific re-
search, to the raising of the standards of h sical 
health, to the sh • p y arpenmg and refinement of the 
human brain to the . 1 • • , exp oitallon of the unused and 
~nsus~ected resources of the planet, to the pro-
ongallon of human life, and to the furtherance 

of any 0ther agency that can stimulate the intellec-
tual, the moral and • • I 1· • l ' spintua 1fe of the entire 
mman race:". Shoghi Effendi in "The Unfoldment 

of World C1v1lization." 
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