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"The earth is Intl one country and mankind its citi:zens."-Bahii'u'lliih. 

PRINCIPLES OF 

The Oneness of Mankind . 
"Of one tree are ye all • the fruit and of one 

bough the leaves .... The world is hut one country 
and mankind its citizens." Balui'u'llah. 

The Oneness of Religion. 
"Know thou assuredly that the essence of all th e 

Prophets of God is one and the same. Th eir unity 
is absolute. . . . They all have but one purpose; 
their secret is the same secre t." Baha'u'llcih. 

Religious Revelation is Progressive. 
"God hath sent down His Messcnf!ers to s11ccee<l 

to Moses and J esus, and He will continue to do 
so till ' the end that hath no end'; so that His o-racc 

0 

may, from the h eaven of Divin e boLmty, h e con -
tinually vouch sa fed to mankind." Balui' u' llMi. 

The l,ulepenclent Investigation of Truth. 
"The bes t b eloved of all thin gs in My sight is 

.Justice. . . . By its aid thou sh alt see with thin e 
own eyes and not through th e eyes of oth ers, and 
shalt know of thine own knowledge and not th rough 
the knowle<l ge of thy neighbour .... " Baha'u'llah. 

The Relinquishing of Prejudice. 
"0 children of men ; know ye not wh y we created 

you all from the sam e dust? That no one sh ould 
exalt him self over the oth er. Ponder at all tim es 
in your h earts how ye were created ... " Balui'u'llcih. 
"Beware of prejudice; light is good in whatsoever 
lamp it shin es .... " 'A bclu'l-Baha. 

Education For E-veryone. 
"To acquire lmowledge is incumbent upon alJ , 

but of those sciences which may profit th e people 
of the earth, and not such as begin in mere words 

• d " "G d l • l and end 111 1nere wor s. oo c iaracter 1s t 1e 
best mantle for men ... ; b y this God adorns the 
temples of His fri ends." Balui,'u' llah. 

WORLD ORDER 

Equal Status For Men And Wo m en. 
"According to the spirit of this age, women must 

advance and fulfil their mission in all departments 
of life, becoming equal to men. They must be on 
the same level as men and enjoy equal rights. This 
is my earnest prayer and it is one of the funda­
mental principles of Baha'u'llah." 'A bdu'l-Baha. 

The Harmony of Religion And Science. 
"Reli gion and Science are the two wings upon 

which man's intelligence can soar into the h eights, 
with which the hum an soul can progress. It 1s 
not possible to fl y with one wing alon e .... " 
'A bclu' l-Bahii. 

Economic Principles . 
A planned world economy. Minimum and maxi­

mum standards of living. Profit sharin g in industry. 
Control of tariffs by an international authority. A 
world currency. Everyone must work ... no idle 
rich or idle poor. 

An l 11ter11atio11al Language. 
An inte rnational language and wntrng to b e 

taught in all schools, in addition to the na tive 
ton gue. 

A World Gover11111ent . 

The 11ational governments must elect an inte r­
national government, which shall have authority 
over all of them, and executive power to enforce 
its laws. It must have control of armaments and 
authority to restrain any m ember of the world 
commonwealth which acts in a manner contrary to 
universal interes t. 

True Patriotism. 

"It is not for him to pride himself who love th 
his own country, but rather for him who love th 
the wh ole world." Baha'zi'llah. 
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The World Order of 
Bah,'u 'll'h 

(Address given at the S011thp()rl Con vention of 
Religions. ) 

The m essage I hrin g you is 011 e of challen ge, of 
hope, and of joy. It is a challenge b ecause it 
demands that for yon to obtain its b enefits, or 
even to understand it, you should approach it with 
a mind and h eart free from all prejudice. Preju­
dices of race and colour am] class obviously do 
not exist in this assembl y, hut the more subtle 
prejudices of tradition, of temperam ent, of r eligiou s 
hack grou11d, can veil th e li ght of Truth as surely 
as those dark clouds which ove rshadow th e nations 
and peoples. 

It is a message of hope because it declares that 
the "Most Great P eace" will b egin very soo11; i11 
this century. The foundation s of it are alreacly 
laicl , not only in th e h earts of thousands of the 
human race., hut in th e administrative order of a 
world community, whose very existence, like that 
of th e early Christian community of oh], is a 
tan gibl e proof of th e existe11 ce of a new conceptio11 
of life. Ancl now, as then, this new conceptio11 is 
not attributable to any philosopher or sociologist, 
hut to th e Creative Word of God. It is on that 
Word, that this world community is polarised. 

It is a m essage of joy, b ecause it tell s of promise 
fulfill ed . The greatest promise, commo11 to all those 
great r eligions r epresented h ere, is that of furth er 
guidance from God, to b e give11 throu gh the 
m edium of another appearance of the Christ. The 
Jews await th e Messiah ; Buddhists know that the 
F ifth Buddha will com e; Zoroastrian s look for th e 
Shah Bahram; Christians pray for th e Kin gclom 
on earth, and the r eturn of Christ ; Hindus know 
that th e Lord Krishn a is horn from a~e to age; 
I slam expects a Messenger. 

Bah[1 ' u'llah proclaims the fulfilm ent of this 
sin gle promise. He declared Himself to th e rul ers 
of the world and to the h eads of th e r eligious com­
munities. To the Pope, H e wrote: " Rend asunder 
th e veils, the Lord of Lord s hath com e in th e 

shadow of the clouds .... " 
T h e appearance of Baha' u']lah is signifi cant to 

ever y ph ase and sta te of li fe; this mornin g I sh all 
try to tell you of its social implica tions. T h at 
prayer, uttered h y th e Chris tia 11 community for 
weJl ni crh two thousand yea rs, "Th y Kin gdom com e, ,., 
T h y will b e don e on ear th as it is in h eaven," 
is a11swered in th e Worhl Ord er of Bah{1 'u'lh'ih. For 
this world order is no m ere economic sys tem, or 
theory of govern m ent, hut a worl1l-ernbracin g 
t h eocracy, whose chief aim is to provide the con­
ditions in which man , as an individual , and mankind 

as a race may realise that im age in which fi e was 
crea ted , the image of God Himself. 

Baha'u'lliih fo cuses His t eachin gs on the great 
principle of th e oneness of mankind. The tim e has 
come for this truth to h e realised in th e organisa­
tion of the world , in the institutions of mankind , 
in our education, our politics, our economy, our 
re]igion. A characteri sti c teaching is this : "Th e 
earth is but one country ancl mankincl its citizens." ' 
The World Order of Bahii'n' llah visualises the 
praetical realisation of this truth. It m eans that 
th e sovcrcii;nty of national states must yield to a 
high er authority, that th e competin g economic 
groups must yield Lo a worlcl economic system, that 
th e rival claim s of Labour and Capital must yiel1l 
to a system in which th e interests of both parti es 
are made i<l entical, aml it m eans above all that 
religious systems must yield their exclusive claims 
to th e conscious11 ess of Oll e Goel and th e on eness 
of religio11. 

Baha' u']l[tl1 shows that th e growth of humanity 
is similar to the growth of a sin gle human bein g. 
Understandin g of this makes clear the reason for 
th e present chaos. All of us h ere know how 1111-

se ttled and chaoti c is that p erio,1 of life wh en 
we stand on the threshold of maturity. New poten ­
tialities, ph ysical, m ental and spiritual, are 
unfolded, and we enter a n ew phase of life. :Man­
kind's period of minority has b een characterised 
by division and confli ct. His maturity, at the gate­
way of which h e now stands, will h e r eachecl when 
h e views himself as one human-kind, one famil y, 
livin g in 011 e fatherland, the earth. "Let not a 
man glory in this th a t h e loves his country; le t 
him rath er glory in this, that h e loves his kind." 
This is the standard of the n ew man, that h e is a 
human being first and a local citizen afte rwards. 
The New Worlcl Order, visualised by the Prophets 
of antiquity, and founded by Baha'u'llah, will b e 
built h y new m en, who already, in this chaotic 
age of transition, have achieved a sense of world 
citizenship. 

Bahfi.'u'lHh shows that th e disease which is now 
ravag in g th e human race, th e disease of disunity , 
cannot he cured b y th e an cient remedies. Unem­
pl~ynient cannot h e solved in one country alone; 
neither can poverty or the probl ems of industrv, 
nor the prohlem s of over-production and unde.r-
consun1ptio11 Th · b } 1 <l 1 • ey ca11 e m et anc so ve on y as 
world proble ms. 

This then is ·tl1 d l . l d . . , , , , e ec a 1 ec purpose an n11ss1011 
of B ah a n Jlah • tl1 e 1- t" f l • • 1 l"f , ecrca 10n o t 1e sp1ntua 1 e 
~f man , so that h aving r each ed maturity h e may, 
Ill th e full ple1·11· tud f l • • I • • e o u s powers r eceive u s 
birtlui rrh t and etlt . tl l ] ' . 

0 e1 . mt go c en acre whose pronuse 
h as been the th eme f 11 h" • 0 d . o a 1s scripture, poetry an 
plulosophy. 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2025



There stands lo-Jay, upon the foundation of th e 
Baha' i R eve]ation, a world community which 
may truly be called a cross-section of th e human 
race, and yet a community uuited in faith and 
purpose, confident in th e society building power 
of th e new guidauce which has come from God. 
When the Roman world crumbled, it was a few 
Christian assemblies which released the ideals for 
a new order. To-Jay, wh en th e di sintegration of 
the ex istin g order is imminent, there are ei;dit 
hundred Baha' i Assem hlies scattered throuµ:h out 
the world. They bea r th e sam e relationship to th e 
worJd as those Christi an communities bore lo 
Europe; th ey arc animated h y th e same spirit, and 
ready lo offer the same sacrifice, as the record of 
twenty thousand martyrs testifi es. To them the 
World Order of Bah[1' u'll ah is a ]i vin µ: r eality, a 
new Jife to he shared with all men, a crowning 
gift from God. 

\Ve know well the ancient prophecy that in th e 
day of God, Goel Himself will rule His people. 
Let me close with th ese words of Baha' u' llah: 
"Great is thy blessedness, 0 earth , for thou hast 
been made th e foot-stool of thy God, and been 
chosen as th e seat of His mighty throne. \Vo ul<l 
that my ]ife couhl he sacrificed for thee, for He 
Wh o is the Beloved of th e All-Merciful hath 
es tablish ed His sovereignty upon thee, through the 
power of His name th at h a th been promised unto 
all thin~s, whe th e r of the past or of th e future." 

The Baha'{ Faith 
The Bah[1' i Faith is the name of th e world 

religion, founded h y Baha'n'llah in th e last century. 
The world's grea t spiritual Teachers, th e 

Founders of the grea t religious sys tems, have ap­
peared in the East. Bah{1'u'lJah, the Messenger for 
this <lay, was b orn in Iran, and through exile anll 
the persecution of His enenties, spent the latter 
part of His life in the Holy Land, close to the 
s1opes of Motmt Carme], th e " mountain of God." 

Like aU th e "Manifestations of God," Bah[1'u 'llah 
was preceded h y a H erald. This H erald was none 
other than the Bah, Whose advent was th e chief 
historical event of Iran (Persia) in the nine teenth 
century. He announced Himself as th e On e ex­
pected by th e M uh amm adan Faith , and the H erald 
of "He Wh om God sh all make maui.fcst," th e 
Worhl E ducator, th e Promised One of all ages and 
all religions. T h e Bab was put to dea th and His 
foJlowers mar tyred in thousands. 

Baha'u'llah , Who was born of a noble and 
wealth y famil y, accepted the m essage of the Bah, 
and as a consequence was deprived of all His pos­
sessions, tortured, thrown into prison, and 
banished. He was th e cons tant ch ampion of the 

poor and oppressed, and was known for His grea t 
wisdom and sense of justi ce. After His banish­
ment H e retired into the wilderness for two years, 
and later proclaimed that H e was the One h eralded 
by the Bah. This <l ecla ration was made in 1863. 

Baha'u ' llah wrote letters to the rulers of th e 
world, and to the heads of the religious commnn-
1t1es. H e announced His mission, and summoned 
them to "compose th eir differences and he unitecl." 
H e outlinell a plan of collective security, neglect 
of wl1ich has brou ght mankind to its present state. 
In His Jett er to Queen Victoria, addressing th e 
"concourse of the rulers of th e earth ," He said : 
"Should any one among you take up arms again st 
ano th er, rise ye all against him, for this is naught 
hut manifest justice." He tau ght that this is the 
da y in which th e brotherhood of man must become 
a social fact, and not just an impracticab]e ideal. 
A world order, composed of the federated nations, 
~o \·ern ed hy an international authority e]ected b y 
th e people, found ed on th e principle of th e one­
ness of mankind, unifi ed by its recognition of one 
God, and vitalised h y the out pourin g spirit of the 
new Revelation- this is th e promise and the goal 
of the Baha' i Faith. 

Bah[1'u']Hh passed from mortal view in 1892. 
In His Will and T estament H e appointed His eldest 
Son, 'Ab<lu'l-Baha, as the Sole Interpreter of the 
Scripture, and named Him "Centre of th e Coven­
aut." 'Abdn'l-Baha, a prisoner for forty years, 
visited Europe and America just b efore th e Great 
War. Accounts of His visits to London, Paris and 
th e cities of America are publish ed. H e served 
the Faith as its appointed leader until th e encl of 
His ]if e, in 1921. H e accepted a knighthood_ of tfie 
British Empire "as a courtesy to a just king." He 
was known , and is spoken of, as the Master. 

The writings of Baha'u' Ilah and 'Ahdu'l-Baha 
eo:1stilutc th e scriptures of the Baha'i Faith. To­
<la y there are Bahii'is in all parts of the world, 
anll th e Administrative Ord er is slowly rising amid 
the coll apse of th e old world. This Administrative 
Orcl cr is unique, "th e like of which mortal eyes 
have never witnessed." It has preserved the Faith 
from schism and disunity and enabled it to grow 
steadil y and stron gly. Bnh[1'i communities in any 
locality elect their own "Spiritual Assemblies" to 
administer local affairs; each community sends 
dcle~ates to an annual convention to elect th e 

a ti~nal Spiritual Assembly, and these National 
Spiritual Assemblies will e1ec t th e Universal 
House of Justice. 'Ahdu'l-Bah{i's grandson, Shoghi 
Effendi, is th e first of a ]ine of Guardians, whose 
fun ction it is to interpret the scriptures and to be 
pe rm anent h eads of the Universal House of J ns­
tice. No one else is permitted to interpret the 
scriptures, and so sectarianism is entirely avoided. 
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Peace Progranm1e 
The Bahc'i'i P eace Programme is both educa tive 

and practical. It does not aim at a treaty between 

a few signatories which leaves the main problems 

tmtouched, hut insists that a co rn p1 ete]y new world 

order must he evolved. " Some form of a world 

Super-State must needs be evolved, in whose favour 

all the nations of the world will have willi,wl)' :-, 

ceded every claim to make war, certain right s to 

impose taxation and all rights Lo maintain arma­

ments, except for the purposes of maintaining 

internal order within their r espec tive dominions." 

This new order must be the social expression of 
the spiritual truth that mankind is one human race, 
and therefore the dissemination of the principles 
outlined on the front page is an important part 
of this programme. As a first step collective 
security must be accepted. This can be followed 
by disarmament, and then men will he free to 
direct their energies to the arts of peace. 

But Balui'is b elieve that peace is the fruit of a 
spiritual victory, and not the result of new eco­
nomic systems or social organisa tions. Conscious­
ness of the oneness of mankind, whether black, 
white, brown, yellow, rich, poor, educated, 
ignorant, emotional or phlegmatic, is an essential 
pillar of the brotherhood of man; the other pi1Iar 
is the consciousness of th e Fatherhood of God. 
When this new consciousness is prevalent, economic 
and social injustices will give way to "a system 
in which Force is made the servant of Justice." 
"It is towards this goal- the goa I of a new World 
Order, Divine in origin, all-embracing in scope, 
•equitable in principle, challengin g in its features­
that a harassed humanity must strive." 

The Individual 
Religion is concerned with the individual soul, 

which in effect m eans with every human activity. 
The Baha'i Faith declares the divin e origin and 
natu re of man, and the immortality of the soul. 
It teaches that th e purpose of life is the spiritual 
unfoldment of man, both as a race and as an 
individual. But Bahii 'u ' lliih t each es that fulfilment 
is not possible except through social action, and 
ascetism and withdrawin g from life are not 
favoured. Society must be so organised tha t every 
individual soul will be given full opportunity for 
development and service. At the same time, prayer 
and meditation are equally essential. Thus the 
Baha' i Faith provides fully for every aspect of 
life: physical, inteJlectual and spiritual. 

Prayer for all Nations 
"O Thou kind Lord! Thou hast created all 

humanity from th e sam e parents, Thou hast 
destin ed that aJl helon g to th e same household, 
and in Thy holy presence all are Thy servants, 
and all mankind is sh eltered beneath Thy Taber­
!l acle. Th y children are ga th ered at Thy table 
of bounty and have become radiant through the 
light of Thy providence. 0 God! Thou art kind 
to all, Thou hast provided for all, Thou dost har­
bour all. Thou conferest life upon all, Thou hast 
endowed each humble being with ability and talent 
and submerged aJl mankind in the ocean of Thy 
1nercy." 

" O Thou generous Lord! Unite Thy servants in 
every land, suffer the diverse religions to be in 
harmony, make of the nations a single nation, so 
they may see each other as one family, denizens 
of one country. May mankind associate with per­
fect amity and unity." 

" O God! Raise th e banner of the oneness of 
humankind. 0 God! Establish the Most Great 
P eace. 0 God! W eld our h earts into one heart. 
0 Thou kind father! Exhilarate us through the 
fra grance of Thy love; brighten our eyes through 
th e light of Thy guidance; cheer our ears with the 
m elody of Thy Word, and sh elter us in the shelter 
of Thy Providence." 
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