©Afnan Library Trust, 2025



©Afnan Library Trust, 2025



the Faith of God and the distinguishing feature of
His Law is the consciousness of the Oneness of

Mankind.

But let no one think that unity means uniformity.
We do not want everyone to think in the same way,
act in the same way, dress in the same way, like
robots. Unity in diversity is the watchword. But
it must be unity, and not diversity alone. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha has explained : —

Consider the flowers of a garden. Though
differing in kind, colour, form and shape, yet, inas-
much as they are refreshed by the waters of one
spring, revived by the breath of one wind, in-
vigorated by the rays of one sun, this diversity
increaseth their charm and addeth unto their
beauty. How unpleasing to the eye if all the
flowers and plants, the leaves and blossoms, the
fruit, the branches and the trees of that garden
were all of the same shape and colour! Diversity
of hues, form and shape enricheth and adorneth
the garden, and heighteneth the effect thereof. In
like manner, when divers shades of thought, tem-
perament and character are brought together under
the power and influence of one central agency,
the beauty and glory of human perfection will be
revealed and made manifest. Naught but the
celestial potency of the Word of God, which ruleth
and transcendeth the realities of all things, is
capable of harmonizing the divergent thoughts,
sentiments, ideas and convictions -‘ the children
of men,

The power of the Word of God is in the world;
we have to make of ourselves willing channels for
its purpose.

Interpretation of

A Prayer of Alfred the Great

O Thou who art the Father of that Son which has
awakened us, and urgeth us out of the sleep of our
sins, and exhorteth us to become Thine;

To Thee Lord, I pray, who art the supreme
Truth;

For all the truth that is, is truth from Thee.

Thee I implore, O Lord, who art the highest
wisdom;

Through Thee are wise all those that are wise.

Thou art the true Life, and through Thee are
living all those that are alive. ,

Thou art the supreme felicity, and through Thee
all have become happy that are happy.

Thou art the highest good, and from Thee all
beauty springs.

Thou art the intellectual light, and from Thee
man derives his understanding,.

To Thee, O God, I call and speak. Hear, O hear
me Lord!

For Thou art my God and my Lord; my Father
and my Creator;

My Ruler and my hope; my wealth and my
honour;

My lhouse, my country, my salvation, and my life.

Hear, hear me Lord!

Few of Thy servants comprehend Thee.

But Thee alone I love, indeed, above all other
things.

Thee I seek; Thee I will follow; Thee I am
ready to serve.

Under Thy power I desire to abide, for Thou
alone art the Sovereign of all.

1 pray Thee to command me as Thou wilt.

the Scriptures

‘Abduw’l-Baha

(From an address delivered in Dublin, New Hampshire, U.S.A.)

The people of Christianity have clung to literal
interpretation of the statement in the Gospel that
Christ came from heaven. The Jews likewise at the
time of his manifestation held to outward and
visible expectation of the fulfilment of the pro-
phecies. They said: “Messiah shall appear from
heaven; this man came from Nazareth; we know
his house; we know |~ parents and people; it is
only hearsay that he zended frc
cannot be proved.”

The text of the Gospel states that he can m
heaven although physically born of the mother.
The meaning is that the divine reality of Christ
was from heaven but the body was born of M.

aven;

Therefore he came according to the prophecies of
the holy book and likewise according to natural
law; his reality from ..aven; his body earthly.
As he came before, so must he come this time in
the same way. But some arise with objections,
saying, “We must have literal proof of this through
the senses.”
The —~~1*- ~f Chriat was always in heaven and
will a 1 is the intention of the text
N "or while His Holine Jesus ™ "t
e th, he said “The Son c. ....n
is in Therefore holding to literal inter-
pretation and visible fulfilment of the text of the
holy books is simply imitation of ancestral forms
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