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THE MESSE NGERS 
OF 

OF GOD AS 
PROGRESS 

THE SOURCE 

IN order to consider this question, it 
should first be clear wha t is meant by the 
two main words in the ti tle. 

T aking the second one first-what is 
progress? In this article it is not intended 
to deal with ma teria l progress as a thing in 
itself. When rightly understood it has, of 
course, great va lue, and the history of 
civilisa tion is in part a history of growing 
ma teria l knowledge, which has brought 
a bout improvements in man's way of 
living, enlarged his outlook and increased 
his powers. _But ma teria l progress is surely 
only a consequ·ence of that which most of 
us wiH concede is the real progress, namely 
the development and growth of the sp irit 
of man. Ma teria l and mental p rogress is 
only achieved as a result of the illumina­
tion · of the spirit ; this is wha t guides a nd 
expands the mind a nd it is by this ha rmony 
of mind and spirit tha t man has gradually 
through the ages achieved his present 
s·tage • of developmen t. And the aspect of 
true progress which has to be achieved in 
this world of being in the present age is, 
without doubt, the fin a l a tta inment of 
p eac a nd unity among m en . 

Wha t do we mean when we spea k of a 
Messenger of Goel ? We mean one of those 
spiritua l leaders who have appeared on 
the earth from time to time throughout the 
ages a nd have been the founders of a ll the 
great relig ious systems of the world. T heir 
purpose has always been to instruct and 
educate humanity and to help it on its way. 
They show the path, they give the sta nda rds 
by which man measures his efforts to pro­
g ress . If there had not been these prophets 
of God in the world , we should have had no 
ethical standards- we owe them to these 
teachers. · Eacn of them, !VIoses, J esus, 
Buddha, a nd the others, spent a certa in 
time on this earth in a human form, some 
a long time, some only a short while. Each 
of them found ed a grea t rel igion, which 
exists to this clay . None of the grea t world 
relig ions has been found ed in any other 
way, a ll a re based on the teachings of a 
M essenger or Manifestation of God and a ll 
embody the same basic truths, and the 
m embers of each reverence one of these 
M essengers as their particula r guide a nd 
leader, i:;alling Him prophet, saviour, etc_. , 
and trying to live by and to obey His pre­
cep ts. But the dominion of a M essenger of 
God is like no ear thly rule .. It is not based on 
force, but on lovq it is won by different 
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means, by the power of the spirit. 'It has 
tremendous vita lity- treachery cannot des-

• troy it, it grows through opposition and 
persecu tion. God's Messenger has often 
been o_utwa rdly in a humble position in the 
world a nd His influence was out of a ll 
p roportion to His ma terial power. The 
influence of His T eachings spread and 
the believers g rew in number. Through the 
Divine Power showered upon them, they 
developed menta lly and ma terially, and 
in this way grew up many of the great 
empires of the world . In this waY. a lso 
the civilisa tion of the world made its p ro­
gress, because the influ ence of the Messe nger 
of God, acting th rough the spirit of man, 
touched all aspects of life, inspiring new 
lea rning and discoveries, new a rts, re­
m oulding old customs a nd laws which had 
outgrown their usefulness . Thus the mental 
outlook of man has been changed through 
the spirit. 

Ioah- Abraham - Moses appeared a t 
an early period in the N ear Eas t. They 
taught tha t there is one,Gocl , tha t a ll should 
worship Him and not the idols commonly 
revered .in those pa r ts . This se t a high 
standa rd of spiritual integri ty and raised 
also the level of conduct and of understand­
ing. Again and again, they and a series of 
prophets who came a fter them hammered 
this teaching home, 'There is but one God 
and Him a lone sha ll ye worship '. Always 
the same call to worship one Goel and to 
rightness of conduct. And on this found a­
tion, as an example to the res t of the world , 
was built out of this nomadic undeveloped 
tribe, the J ewish kingd om and the civilisa­
tion which reached its p eak in the glories 
of the rule of Solomon and the wisdom of 
the H ebrew men of learning, which inspired 
the learned m en of other countries even 
as far away as. G t eece . 

The teaching of Buddha likewise spread 
fa r and wide a nd a ffected by its spiritual 
influence the development of the people 
who accepted it. An example of this is given 
by King Asoka, who ruled over a la rge 
em~ire comprising most of the present 
India and Afghanistan. U nder the influence 
of the Buddhist teachings, he renounced all 
further a ttempts to increase his d ominions 
by conquest and devoted himself to spread­
ing the knowledge of the new fa ith. His 
missionaries a re said to h ave travelled as 
fa r as Greece on their teaching j ourneys. 

Zoroas ter, too, gave- a great impulse to 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2025



those who bol ieved in Him. Under the 
influence of His T eachings, '.he grea t 
Persian Empire of a ncient times was 
found ed a nd a t its peak the Persia ns were 
renowned for their honesty, their learning 
and their culture . As a sign of ma teria l 
progress, we might remem ber tha t the 
a ncient Persian Em pire had a highly 
developed a nd efficient posta l system which 
operated a ll over thr-: coun try. This implies, 
of course, the .existence of good roads a nd 
safe travel. 

Coming nearer .to our o,.vn times a nd to 
our own civilisation, we a ll know of the 
effect which the sp read of Christianity had 
in civilising a nd developing Europe. T he 
whole background of our knowledge a nd 
culture is in terwoven with the p rincip les 
of the Christian T eachings. We in Eu rope, 
as well as the countries of the Eas t, a re 
indebted , too, to the T eachings of M uha m­
m ad, a nd the development of learning 
through them, for a great dea l of our modern 
civilisation- for our universities, fo r in­
stance, the first of which were origina lly 
instituted after the exa mple of those found ed 
in the Islamic Empire, a nd for most of our 
m odern science, which would ha ve been 
impossible had we not been brought to 
adop t the Arabic sys tem of numerals. In 
a nother importa nt respect, world p rogress 
was assisted by the Isla mic Empi re : through 
its contac t with China, with which its 
dominions for some time bordered , the 
knowledge of papermaking was brough t to 
the Near East and thence to the West. 
Soon after, in Europe, p rinting was in­
vented and the found a tion la id on which 
la ter the vas t increase in huma n knowledge 
a nd general education could be based . 

Ch ristiani ty a nd Islam j ointly were a lso 
responsible fo r a fur ther d evelopment in 
the civilisation of the world, in this wise. 
From the beginning of the R oma n Empire 
until the rise of Islam, the centre of Europe 
was in R ome a nd a ll countries with a ny 
pretensions to civilisation turned towa rds 
the M edi terra nean. With the coming of 
I sla m and its empire, which a t its peak 
domina ted the entire east a nd south coasts 
of the M editerra nean, E uropean traffi c a nd 
trade in those waters rapidly decreased a nd 
the countries of E urope began to turn their 
faces in other d irections. T his had its 
result in the gradual development of 
nationa l consciousness in the various 
countries and, still more important, they 
became conscious of the open sea along the 
western coasts of E urope and of the oceans 
beyond. Then, led by the Portuguese, 
a nd followed by the Spanish , the F rench, 
the Dutch and the E nglish, came the 
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amazing series · of voyages of discovery by 
which almost the whole expa n e of the earth 
became known a nd by which E uropean 
se ttlers, a nd with them the Christia n Fai th, 
were carried to America, South Africa, 
A ustra lia, etc. 

Apa rt, however, from their influence on 
the people of their own times a nd surround ­
ings a nd a widening circle of countries 
a round them, it is most impor tant of a ll 
to remember tha t a ll these Messengers of 
God led in their teaching to a point on 
which they a ll agreed- the coming of a 
glorious day, in which ma n should come 
into his destiny, when ' the wolf sha ll d well 
with the lamb' a nd when the Laws of God 
should be so observed by all the peoples 
of the world tha t ' the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the· Lord, as the wa ters 
cover the sea', as Isaia h expressed it. Ma ny 
a re the prophecies of the glory of this time. 

And now the Ba ha' i m essage is that this 
p romised day is come. The day fo retold 
by a ll the p rophets, expected by the fa ithful 
in a ll the ages, is here. And why should it , 
not be so? All the. Divine Messengers ta ught 
tha t each of them was neither the beginning 
nor the encl, tha t God sends them from 
time to time to help huma nity on its way. 

• Why should we be surprised tha t now, when 
li fe is menta lly a nd materially more com­
plicated tha n ever before, when ma n's 
p owers over the world in which he lives 
have increased so tremendously, when evil 
fo rces, too, a re at work, and in consequence 
we are fac ing in this century the greatest 
crisis in the history of the world-why 
should we think tha t in this crucial time 
God will withhold His guida nce from us? 
No, the Promised Day is come ·a nd the 
One p romised th roughout the ages has 
come once more in huma n form to guide 
ma nkind in to truth . God has spoken once 
more to His people, through His M essenger, 
Bah a' u' ll ah. 

Ba ha' u ' ll ah, which mea ns simply the 
Glory or Splendour of God , was born in 
Persia in the early years of the las t cen tury, 
a nd in 1863 H e procla imed Hi mself as the 
One promised by a ll the teachers of the 
pas t, as the fulfilment of a ll the prophecies. 
H e said tha t this i,s the clay in whic.h ma n­
kind is to become ma ture, when he is to 
a tta in to a true understanding of his 
spiritual sta tion, a nd that spiritua l a tta in­
ment is a lso to manifes t itself in menta l a nd 
ma teria l g rowth, when the p rogress of 
ma nkind is to become, through the influ- . 
ence of the spirit, a lso a concrete defini te 
develop ment. This is to be the time in which 
ma n achieves his des tiny. I s not this the 
real p rogress? 
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Baha' u' Il ah was persecuted for His 
T eachings, H e was exiled and imprisoned 
for the res t of His life and H e was still a 
prisoner when H e died. But His T eachings 
haye spread a ll over the world- tod ay there 
are believers in the Baha'i Fa ith in sixty 
odd coun tries of the world. 

The basis of the Baha'i Fa ith, therefore, 
is simply this- that in Baha'u ' ll ah the_ 
Mess iah; the Lord of Hosts, expec ted by a ll 
the religions of the world ; came to the earth 
and gave His T eachings to guide mankind 
through this most difficult stage of his 
progress towards maturity. H e repeated the 
spiritual truths given by a ll the T eachers 
of the past, truths wh ich never i:; hange but 
which need res ta tement because mankind 
has forgotten and ignored them, a nd _H e 
also, like a ll the · others, gave practical 
commands suitable to the time in which He 
has appea red. But there is this great 
difference- this time the message is not 
primarily for the J ews, _t~e Arabs, the 
Persians or any other race, 1t 1s for the whole 
of mankind. The emphasis of a ll Baha' u' ll ah's 
teaching is on unity. Man must become 
aware of his approaching spiritua l ma turi ty 
and through this he must become conscious 
that he is now able to achieve what he 
could not before- the unity of the huma n 
race. Ma nkind must realise its oneness and 
this realisat ion must permeate and infiuence 
a ll aspects of life- individua l, religious and 
na tional. And through this rea lisa tion will 
be brought about that which was a lways 
the culmination of the prophecies: the 
coming of the Kingdom of God on ar th . 
The clay is coming when, spiritua lly grnwn 
up, man will build his civilisation and orde r 
his community life on the basis of God's 
Laws when the whole earth will obey the 
same' comma nd as was given to Israel of 
old and will ach ieve its true unity in the 
worship of God through the medium of 
one universa l religion a nd the consciousness 
of universal brotherhood. 

So far asBaha'u' ll ah's practical commands 
a re concerned, many of them have a lready 
been advocated or even put into practice 
by people conscious of the direction in 
whkh mankind is travelling, though un-

aware ye t of th source of their inspirat ion. 
Such principles as uni versal education, the 
eq ua l status of men a nd women, an inter­
national auxilia ry language, a world tri­
buna l, were astounding and revolutionary 
when g iven by Him in the years between 
1860 and 1870, but by now they have come 
to be taken a lmos t fo r granted as obvious 
common se nse and certa inly as idea ls 
towards which we must strive and which 
we have a hope of achieving. 

Bah{1'u' ll ah d escribes the earth a t this 
period in its history as ' in a state of preg­
nancy' . ' The clay is approach ing', H e says, 
' wben it will have yielded its noblest 
fruits, when from it will have sprung forth 
the lofties t trees, the most enchanting 
blossoms, the most heavenly blessings.' 
'The purpose underlying a ll creation is the 
revela tion of this most sublime, the most 
holy Day, the Day known as the Day of 
Goel , in His books and scriptu res-the Day 
which a ll the Prophets, and the Chosen, Ones, 
and the hol y ones, have wished to witness .' 

The theme of the history of man is thus 
in this clay made pla in to him and he can 
now know and understand his des tiny. H e 
can understand where pas t d evelopments 
,vere lead ing him and can see his future 
stretching before him, nebulous still but full 
of limitl ess possibilities under the promise 
of God's recurring guidance as g iven 
through His fessenge rs. Baha'u'llah states 
that. ' the heights which, through the most 
grac ious favour of Goel, mortal man can 
attai'.1 i1~ this Day a rc as yet unreveale? 
to his s1~ht. . . . The d ay, however, 1s 
approaching when the potentialities of so 
great a '.avour will, by virtue of His behest, 
be manifes ted unto men.' • 

'Ve:ily _I say, this is the Day in which 
mankind can behold the Face and hear 
the Voice, of the Promised One.'The Call of 
Goel hath been ra ised, and the Light of His 
Countenance hath been lifted up upon 
men. It behoveth every man to blot out the 
trace of every idle word from the table t 
of h!s heart, and to gaze, with an open an? 
unb1ase? mind, upon the signs of His 
R evelation, the proofs of His Mission, and 
the tokens of His Glory.' 

THE STOH.Y OF A WORLD FAITH 
1. THE B A B 

(Continued) 
AND so for the next nine months the Bab 
was a prisoner in the Castle of Mah-Ku 
in the province of Azarbayjan, close to the 
Russian and Turkish frontiers. H e had two 
of His followers with Him. The warde n of 
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the castle was rough and rude. H e would 
not allow any others to come to the Bab, or 
even stop for a night in the town of Mah-Ku. 
But he too, like those before him in whose 
custody the Bab had been placed, was at 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2025



last subdued. In that prison the Bab began 
to compose 'the most weighty, the most 
illuminating and comprehensive of a ll His 
works '- the Persian Bayan. This book, 
apart from the laws and principles of the 
Faith proclaimed by the Bab, contains 
frequent references to the approach of a 
still greater R evelation. Again and again, 
the Bab speaks in the Persian Bay an of' Him 
whom God will make manifest', ac).vising 
His fo llowers not to le t anything in His own 
R evelation stand between them and the 
recognition of that mighty advent. As the 
warden became a captive to the gentle and 
winning qualities of his prisoner , so came 
unhindered devoted fo llowers from every 
part of the country to the presence of their 
Lord. Amongst these visitors and pilgrims 
was Mulla Husayn, that first believer whose 
zeal and service had a lready achieved 
wonders a ll over the land. And the Bab told 
him, 'You will be called upon to perform 
deeds so great as will dwarf the mighties t 
achievements of the past.' • 

In this year of 1848 the little hamlet .of 
Badasht witnessed· a remarkable event .. 
Badasht lies in a corner of the province of 
Khurasan in the north-east of Persia. There • 
came Baha'u'llah and Quddus and Tahirih 
a nd many others. Mulla Husayn was a bsent 
from: this gathering, being engaged else­
where in the same province. The Conference 
of Badasht made clear the independent 
character of the Faith of the Bab. T ahirih­
the fearl ess, eloquent Tahirih- threw away 
her veil , in token of a new birth, and 
appeared unheralded in the midst of men. 
It was truly .a most revolutionary act. To 
the orthodox it was tantamount to rank 
heresy and abomination, deserving a death 
sentence. There was great consternation. 
Baha'u'llah had come to tha t gathering 
calm and si lent, and at the end His word 
and judgment provided the key solution. 
At Badasht it was conclusively laid · down 
that the Faith of the Bab was not a mere 
offshoot of the great Islamic tree, an obscure 
sectarian movem ent, but the fruit of a new 
R e_velation. 

In April of this same year, the Grand 
Vazir, having heard of the relaxation of a ll 
his rules a nd regulations at the castle of 
Ma h-Ku; had the Bab transferred to 
another fortress-this time the Castle of 
Chihriq, not far away from the previous 
one. The warden of this fortress, who was a 
Kurd, likewise became attached to the Bab, 
and disregarded the strict injunctions of the 
Grand Vazir. H e too a llowed visitors a nd 
pilgrims to throng into the presence of the 
Bab. Not only he, but the other K_urd~ who 
lived in Chihriq as well, held the prisoner 
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in great reverence. Every morning before 
commencing their daily tasks, they would 
approach the prison and turn their hearts 
and minds in devotion towards the One 
held captive behind those walls. A story is 
related of the Bab's soj ourn in Chihriq, 
which gives us a picture of His sense of 
justice a nd fair dea ling . One day H e told 
an attendant to buy -some honey for Him. 
When the purchase was made and tl1e price 
disclosed , it was found tha t the cos t was 
fraudulently high. The Bab did not sanction 
it. H e said, 'I. who a m your example have 
been a merchant by profession .... You 
must n either defra ud your neighbour, nor 
allow him to defra ud you. Such was the way 
of your Master. The shrewdest and a ble~t 
of men were unable to deceive Hirn, nor 
did H e on His part choose to act ungener­
ously towards the meanes t a nd most help­
less of creatures.' 

Three months a fter His arrival at Chihriq, 
the Bab was taken to Tabriz to sta nd a 
formal examination in the Court of the 
C rown Prince, then a boy of si.-x teen. That 
examination was a farce from its start to 
its end. Even the forged records left by the 
adversaries to taint the memory of the Bab 
a nd show up in their reckoning His ignor­
a nce, a re ample proofs to the vainglory, 
the p ettiness, the unredeemably prejudiced 
mind of the so-called wise a nd learned who 
conducted tha t tria l, a nd who had no desire 
whatsoever to know the truth. To the query 
made by one of them , the Bab replied, 
'I am, I -am, the promised One ! I am the 
One whose name you have for a thousand 
years invoked , a t whose m ention you have 
risen, whose advent you have longed to 
witness, and the hour of whose R evela tion 
you have prayed God to has ten ... .' 

The insistent clamour of some ill-wishers 
of the Bab could not be stilled, and the 
authorities · were not sure of the next step. 
It was sugge~ted that the Governor's body­
guard should inflict a prescribed punish­
m ent on ilie Bab, but they considered this 
to be outside their province, as the matter 
concerned the religious leaders and not 
them. Finally, one of the prominent clergy­
men himself bas tinadoed the Bab. After 
suffering this humiliation, H e was returned 
to the Castle of Chihriq. 

Then p ersecution and torture flamed up 
all over the land . The followers of the Bab 
knew no peace and res t. They were hunted 
and hounded everywhere. Their tormentors 
used every fiendish device to exterminate 
them. On their part, the Babis, hearing of 
the cruel trea ti:i-ient m eted to their M aster, 
drew fres_h vigour and zeal from the 
mounting tide of adversity. Mulla Husayn 
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and a band of Babfs were bes ieged in the 
Shrine of Shaykh Tabarsi in the forests of 
Mazandaran. This province of Pers ia bor-

. ders the Caspian Sea. They built a fortress 
round the shrine to protect them against 
the assaults and deprecia tions of the 
enemies . Baha'u'llah visited them in tha t 
fortress, but on a second at tempt to reach 
His fellow-believers H e was intercepted and 
detained. In a short while Quddus joined 
the defenders of Shaykh Tabarsi. These 
were artisans, peasants, students, scholars, 
divines who had never wielded rifl es and 
swords in their lives. And now they put 

• armies to flight. Mulla Husayn was waylaid 
by the enemy and received a mortal blow. 
The besieged were reduced by hunger, but 
still they held their ground. A't last the foe 
resorted to treachery. They pledged their 
word, and took a solemn oa th, tha t should 
the Babis lay down their arms a nd march 
out of their fortress into the camp of the · 
commander, safe conduct and unmolested 
dispersal to their homes would be guaran­
teed o them. No sooner had the besieged 
clone so than they were set' upon and 
murdered. The valiant Qucldus was made 
a prisoner and after unspeakable torments, 
he was hacked and burned in the public 
square of his native town. 

The martyrs of Shaykh Tabarsi were not 
the lone sufferers in this whirlwind of 
affliction.· Far clown to the south, Vahi'cl , 
once an emissary of the Shah, sent to 
investigate the Cause of the Bab, and 

another band of the champions of that Cause 
vvcre in the same manner forced to take 
refuge in a fort, were in the same way 
cha llenged, a ttacked and martyred. And 
again, a t Zanjan events took the same 
course, There, Hujjat-the brave, accom­
plished, indomitable Hujjat, and the Babis 
gathered round him were surrounded, 
fought and trapped by treachery and broken 
pledg!,': into glorious dea th. 

Meanwhile the tyrants chose to put an 
end to the life of the Bab. H e was once more 
taken to Tabriz. In the morning of July gth, 
1850, a number of the leading divines of 
tha t city issued the death-warrant of the 
Bab, prepared long before this occasion. • ~• 
The Bab a nd a devoted follower were 
hoisted on a pillar in the public square. 
A firing squad was drawn in front. At noon, 
seven hundred and fifty rifles shot out. 
When the smoke cleared the Bab was no­
where to be see1i. H e had .not run away. 

• H e was si tting in a chamber close by, 
finishing His last instructions to His amanu­
ensis, which had been ha rshly interrupted 

. earlier in the day. It was now discovered 
that the shots had only severed the rope 
with which the Bab 'Yas suspended on the 
pillar. H e was once again led out to the 
same spot. The regime,nt which had fired 
a t Him, refused to do it a second time. 
Another regiment was found willing to carry 
out that. das tardly deed. • 

Thus fell the Bab. Thus men deal with 
the Light of God. (To bcco11ti1111ed) 

, , 

A GUIDE TO BAHA'I LITERATURE 
Bahd'u'lldh and the New Era, by J. E. Essle­

mont, M.B., Ch.B., F.B.E.A. 
This is a valuable textbook of the 

Baha'i Faith. In it we have brief sketches 
of the lives of its three Founders, the Bab, 
the Forerunner; Baha'u'llah, the Central 
Figure, and 'Abdu'l-Baha,- the Interpreter 
and Exemplar; while the main portion of 
the book is a comprehensive study of Their 
T eachings and Ordinances, with many 
extracts from their writings. Chapter XIII 
deals with the interpreta tions of the pro­
phecies of the Old and New Testaments 
and other Sacred Writings, which have been 
fulfilled in these latter clays. Chapter XIV 
pays striking tes timony to the prophetic 
utterances of Baha'u'llah, which give proof 
of rJis Prophethood. 

Talks by 'Abdu'l-Bahd, given rn Paris, 
edited by Lady Blomfield. 

A collection of instructions and explana­
tions given during His stay in Pa'.is in 1912; 

these were delivered to a variety of 
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audiences of different schools of thought, 
and contain valuable spiritual teachings and 
elucidations of the principles of the Baha'i 
Faith. 
The Hidden Words. 

Verses revealed by Bah a'u ' llah in Bagh­
dad. They contain the profoundest truths • 
in simple direct terms as subj ects for 
meditation, together with counsels ai:icl 
admonitions for the seekers. 

* * * 'Lift up your hearts above the present 
and look with eyes of faith into the 
future. Today the seed is sown, the grain 
falls upon the earth, but behold the day 
will come when it shall rise a glorious tree, 
and the branches thereof shall be laden with 
fruit. R ejoice and be glad tha t this day has 
dawned; try to realise its power, for it is 
indeed wonderful. Goel has crowned you 
with honour, and in your hearts has H e · 
set a radiant star; verily the light thereof 

. shall brighten the whole world.' 
'Abdu'I-Baha. 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT-THE INTERMEDIARY POVVER 
BET,VEE N GOD AND NIAN 

THE Divine R eality is Unthinka ble, Limit­
less, Eterna l, Immorta l and Invisible. 

The World of Creation is bound by 
nat'Ural law, finite · and morta l. 

The Infinite R eality cannot be said to 
ascend or descend. It is beyond the upder­
standing of man, and cannot be described 
in terms which apply to the phenomena l 
sphere of the created world. 

Man, then. is in extreme need of the 
only Power_ by which he is able to receive 
help from the Divine R eality, that power 
alone bringing him into contact with the 
Source of all life. 

An intermediary is need ed to bring two 
extremes into relation • with each other. 
Riches and poverty, plenty and need; 
without an intermediary power there could 

• be no relation between these pairs of 
opposites. 

So we ca say that there must be a 
Mediator between God and Man, and there 
is none other than the Holy Spirit, _which 
brings the created earth into relation wi th 
the 'Unthinka ble One ', the Divine R eality. 

The Divine R eality may .be likened to 
the sun and the Holy Spirit to the rays of the 
sun. As the rays of the sun bring the light 

• and warmth of the sun to the· earth, giving 
life to a ll created beings, so d o the ' Ma ni­
fes tations ' bring the power of the H oly 
Spirit from the Divine Sun of R eality to 
give Light and Life to the souls of men. 

Behold, there is an intermediary neces- • 
sary between the sun and the earth; the 
sun does not descend to the earth, neither 
does the earth ascend to the sun. This 
contact is made by the rays of the sun which 
bring light and warmth· and heat. 

The H oly Spiri t is the Light from the 
Sun of Truth bringing, by Its Infinite 
power, life and illumina tion to all mankind, 
flooding a ll souls with Divine R adiance, 
conveying the Blessings of God's mercy to 
the whole world . The earth, without the 
medium of the warmth and light of the 
rays of the sun, could receive no benefits 
from the sun . 

Likewise the ,Holy Spirit is the very cause 
of the Life of Man; without the Holy Spirit 
he would have no intellect; he would be 
unable to acquire his scientific knowledge 
by which his great influence over the res t of 
creation is gained. T he illumina tion of the 
Holy Spirit gives to Man the power oC • 
Thought, and enables him to make dis­
coveries, by which he bends the laws of 
na ture to his will. 

The H oly Spirit it -is which, through tpe 
m edia tion of the Prophets of God, teaches 
spiritual virtues to Man, a nd enables him 
to attain Eternal life. 

All these Blessings are brought to Ma n 
by the Holy Spirit, therefore we can under­
stand tha t the H oly Spirit is the Inter­
mediary between the Creator and the 
Created. The light and heat of the sun. 
cause the earth to be fruitful, and crea te 
life in all things tha t grow; and the H oly 
Spirit quickens the souls of men. 

The two great Apostles, St. Peter and St. 
John the Evangelist, were once simple, 
humble workmen, toiling for their da ily 

, bread. By the Power of th~ Holy Spirit 
their souls were illumined , arid they 
received the eternal blessings of the Lord . 
Christ. 

(From T alks by 'Abdu'l-Bahd, given in 
Paris .) 

CORRESPO NDE NCE 
To the Editor, NEW WoRLD ORDER. 

Sm- Mr. , J. Lee's letter interests one 
greatly, fo r its direction is true to the p oint, 
and the concentration upon God as_ the 
Point of Unity is mos t certainly the clear 
issue and the m ost necessary need in 
everyo'ne's li fe. As none can clearly com­
prehend the Will of God save by drawing 
near to His Manifesta tion, the Message 
of the M anifesta tion must be delivered in 
every qua rter of the globe; and in this 
great Dispensation of the Spirit of Truth, 
Baha'u'll ah , God's love and wisdom are 
re-manifested, His Will made known, and 
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His New N ame revealed. The Call to ' 
World Unity has gone forth in the new 
Name of the ,Lord , and tha t N ame is the 
Glory (the Sun of Truth) in the Baha'i 
Administra tive Order. Thus all eyes 
should be directed to the N ew Name and 
a ll minds should become acqua inted with 
Baha'u'llah's ' Discourse of . the T emple ' 
which is to be found in The Baha'i Scrip­
tures . In this Dispensation, as in all former 
Dispensations, · the Name of God is the 
glorious. Point of Unity. 

Yours sincerely, 
E . T. H ALL. 
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EDITORIAL NOTE 
IN May 1944, the Baha 'i World will be 
celebrating the completion of the first 
c;entury of the Baha'i Era. Our present 
issue and the previous one have carried the 
story of the Bab-His mission and martyr­
dom. You have seen the circumstances 
attending his declaration on May 22nd, 
1844. That mighty occasion marked the 
inauguration of the Baha'i Era. 

In our next issue we shall give our readers 
some details of the Centenary celebrations 

planned to take place in London during 
the week May 20th-27th. 

'The Principles of On_eness', which 
appeared in our las't issue, consisted of 
excerp ts from The Goal of a N ew World 
Order,. a work by the Guardian of the 
Baha'i Faith, written in 193 1. We regret 
that this information was previously 
omitted. 

' ' THE BAHA'I FAITH 
THE Bab, The Forerunner, · declaration 
1844, martyrdom 1850. 

Baha'u'llah, The Founder, declaration 
1863, ascended 1892. 

'Abdu'l-Baha, The True Exemplar and 
Interpreter, 1844-1921. 

SOlVIE BASIC PRINCIPLES 

The Oneness of Mankind. 

The Oneness of R eligion. 

The Independent Investigation of Truth. 

The Relinquishing of Preju~ices. 
~ducation for Everyone. 
Equal Status for Men and Women. 

The Harmony of R eligion and Science. 
Solution of Industrial and Economic 

Problems. 
A Universal Language. (Auxiliary:) 

Universal Peace; International Executive 
Authority. 

A World Commonwealth. 

NE"VV "VVORLD ORDER 

DIARY FOR 1944 

Price: 1/10 each, or 2/- including postage 

Obtainable from: 
' , 

BAHA'I CENTRE, 46 Bloomsbury St., London, \V.C.1 

Curwm Prt1J 
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