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I belicve that to every soul which accepts the
burdens of life willingly, a tremendous aid is
given. A great cxaltation, which transforms
suffering into something resembling a holy
joy.

The worst suffering is mental, remorse for
what has been done and can never be undone,
but God can cven lighten this for us. There is
nothing of which we are capable that can come
between Him and ourselves. He knows the
best and the worst in us. He knows our
motives, which somectimes cancel out what
appears to the world as sin.

We often suffer greatly when a loved one
leaves us for the next life. We are apt to say,
“Poor So and So,” and if that loved one were
young we say, “ How sad, what a tragedy,
with all her life before her.” This is a mis-
taken outlook. We do not really believe in
God if we look on death as tragic.

Our God is a spirit. His realm is spiritual
and those who have become aware of spiritual
things here and have striven to perfect them-
selves in them, only pass to their natural
spherc on leaving this world. This life is only
reality for those who are content to live as
animals, thinking only of bodily desires and
passions. We, who are conscious of some-
thing more, who long to know more and whose
lives are one long battle with the beasts within
us, know that to be free of the body means
the attainment of reality. We do not trouble
ourselves as to the whereabouts of the spirit
realm. It is enough to know that it exists.

Sometimes it scems very near and we are
certain that those privileged ones who have
8onc before are helping us.

I do not believe in eternal rest, only rest
from desire. T believe we shall fulfil our des-
tinies in the after life, in ways that are denied
us here. I believe we shall get nearer ar!d
Dearer to the Eternal Himself and that in
constant uninterrupted communion with Hun
and our beloveds we shall know such happi-
ness as in this world is unimaginable.

We are here to learn. Some learn quicklys
Others take longer. Some refuse to learn. If
they are dear to us and pass on, still untaught,
We should pray for them with all our strength.
Only in this world do we, and they; have'the
opportunity to work out our own salvation.
Afterwards, we depend on the Grace of God
and for those who have never learned to prays
We must intercede.

God is ever merciful.

11

MAN’S RELATION TO
GOD

THE connection betwecen God and the
creatures is that of the creator to the creation ;
it is like the connection between the sun and
the dark bodies of contingent beings, and is
the connection betwcen the maker and the
things that he has made. The sun in its own
essence is independent of the bodies which it
lights ; for its light is in itself, and is free
and independent of the terrestrial globe ; so
the earth is under the influence of the sun and
receives its light, whereas the sun and its rays
are entirely independent of the earth. But if
there were no sun, the earth and all earthly
beings could not exist.

The dependence through the creatures upon
God is a dependence of emanation : that is
to say, creatures emanate from God, they do
not manifest Him. The relation is that of
emanation and not that of manifestation. The
light of the sun emanates from the sun, it
does not manifest it. The appearance through
emanation is like the appearance of the rays
from the luminary of the horizons of the
world ; that is to say, the holy essence of the
Sun of Truth is not divided, and does not
descend to the condition of the creatures. In
the same way, the globe of the sun does not
become divided and does not descend to the
earth : no, the rays of the sun,which are its
bounty, emanate from it, and illumine the
dark bodies.

But the appearance through manifestation
is the manifestation of the branches, leaves,
blossoms and fruit from the seed ; for the
seed in its own essence becomes branches and
fruits, and its reality enters into the branches,
the leaves and fruits. This appearance
through manifestation would be for God the
Most High, simple imperfection, and this is
quite impossible ; for the implication would be
that the Absolute Pre-existent is qualified
with phenomenal attributes ; but if this were
so, pure independence would become mere
poverty, and true existence would become
non-existence, and this is impossible.

Therefore all creatures emanate from God ;
that is to say, it is by God that all things are
realized, and by Him that all beings have
attained to existence. The first thing which
emanated from God is that universal reality,
which the ancient philosophers termed the
« Rirst Mind,’’ and which the people of Baha
call the “ First Will.”> This emanation, in
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