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in My sight is Justice; t not away there-
from if thou desirest Me, and neglect it not
that I may confide in thee. By its aid thou
shalt see with thine own eyes and not through
the eyes of others, and shalt know through
thy own knowledge and not through the
knowledge of thy neighbour. Ponder this in
thy heart; how it behoves thee to be. Verily
Justice is My gift to thee and the sign of My
loving-kindness set it then before thine eyes.”

It is related that Queen Victoria’s comment
on reading Baha’w’lldh’s Tablet, was: “ If
this is of God, it will endure ; if not, it can
do no harm.”

Bahd’u’llah’s fame was now spreading far
and wide. Except for a very small number
who supported Azal, the vast majority of the
Babis wherever they were accepted the divine
mandate of Baha’uw’llah. The Turkish author-
ities in Adirnih treated Him with marked
respect. Governors such as Salayman Pasha
and Khurshid Pashd, sought His company
weieh ~wane ancarnags And many of His
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ministers took fright and decided to deal still
another blow at the fortunes of Baha’w’llah.
They decreed His exile to the barracks of
’Akki—the foul prison in the Holy Land, to
which they would commit the dangerous
criminals of the realm.

On a morning, without any previous inti-
mation, soldiers were posted round there
house of Baha’u’lldh, and His followers were
ordered to prepare for their departure from
Adirnih. Bahéd’uw’llah writes thus of that
event: *‘‘ The loved ones of God and His
kindred were left on the first night without
food .. The people surrounded the house,
and Muslims and Christians wept over us. ..
We perceived that the weeping of the people
of the Son (Christians) exceeded the weeping
of others—a sign for such as ponder.” Aga
Rid4, a steadfast follower of Baha’u’llah, who
shared all of His exile, says: ¢ All were per-
plexed and full of regret... Some expressed
their sympathy, others consoled us, and wept
over us...Most of our possessions were
auctioned at their half value.”” Some of the
foreign Consuls resident in Adirnih offered
their assistance to Baha’w’llih, which he
courteously refused. The Governor, Khurshid
Pishé, considered his government’s decision
a travestry of justice and felt unable to carry
it through. He deputed another to inform
Baha’u’llah of the judgment passed on Him.
People thronged to bid farewell to the One
Whom they had learned to love and esteem.
There were tears in their eyes, and they
kissed the hem of His robe.

And on August 12th, 1868, Baha’u’llah
and His family, accompanied by a Turkish
escort, took once again the road to exile.

‘ABDU’L-BAHA.

in its manifold bestowals. The essential
purpose of faith and belief is to ennoble the
inner being of man with the outpourings of
grace from on high. If this be not attained,
it is, indeed, deprivation. It is the realisation
of this deprivation that is the true eternal fire.

He is a true Baha’i who strives by day and
night to progress and advance along the path
of human endeavour, whose cherished desire
is so to live and act as to enrich and illumine
the world ; whose source of inspiration is the
Essence of Divine perfection; whose aim in
life is to conduct himself so as to be the cause
of infinite progress. Only when he attsins
unto such perfect gifts can it be said of him
that he is a Baha’i.
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UNIFICATION of the whole of mankind is the
hall-mark of the stage which human society
is now approaching. Unity of family, of tribe,
of city-state, and nation have been successively
attempted and fully established. World unity
is the goal towards which a harassed humanity
is striving. Nation-building has come to an
end. The anarchy inherent in state sover-
eignty is moving towards a climax. A world,
growing to maturity, must abandon this fetish,
recognize the oneness and wholeness of human
relationships, and establish once for all the
machinery that can best incarnate this funda-
mental principle of its life.

“ A new life,”” Bah&’w’llah proclaims, ‘s,
in this age, stirring within all the peoples of the
earth ; and yet none hath discovered its cause,
or percetved its motive.”” ‘O ye children of
men,’’ He thus addresses His generation, ‘‘ the

Sfundamental purpose animating the Faith of
God and His Religion 1s to safeguard theinterest
and promote the unity of the human race . . .
This is the straight path, the fixed and {mmov-
able foundation. Whatsoever is raised on this
foundation, the changes and chances of the
world can never impair its strength, nor will the
revolution of countless centuries undermine its
structure.” ¢ The well-being of mankind,” He
declares, ¢ its peace and security are unattain-

"able unless and until its unity is firmly estab-
lished.”” “ So powerful is the light of unity,” is
His further testimony, ‘‘ that it can illuminate
the whole earth. The one true God, He Who
Eknoweth all things, Himself testifieth to the
truth of these words...This goal excelleth
every other goal, and this aspiration is the
monarch of all aspirations.” *° He Who is your
Lord, the All-Merciful,”” He, moreover, has
written, * cherisheth in His heart the desire of
beholding the entire human race as one soul and
one body. Haste ye to win your share of God’s
good grace and mercy in this Day that eclipseth
all other created days.”’

The unity of the human race, as envisaged
by Bahaw’llah, implies the establishment of a
world commonwealth in which all nations,
races, creeds and classes are closely and per-
manently united, and in which the autonomy
of its state members and the personal freedom
and initiative of the individuals that compose
them are definitely and completely safe-
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guarded. This commonwealth must, as far as
we can visualize it, consist of a world legisla-
ture, whose members will, as the trustces of
the whole of mankind ultimately control the
entire resources of all the component nations,
and will enact such laws as shall be required
to regulate the life, satisfy the needs and adjust
the relationships of all races and peoples. A
world executive, backed by an international
Force, will carry out the decisions arrived at,
and apply the laws enacted by, this world
legislature, and will safeguard the organic
unity of the whole commonwealth. A world
tribunal will adjudicate and deliver its com-
pulsory and final verdict in all and any dis-
putes that may arise between the various
clements constituting this universal system.
A mechanism of world inter-communication
will be devised, embracing the whole planet,
freed from national hindrances and restric-
tions, and functioning with marvellous swift-
ness and perfect regularity. A world metro-
polis will act as the nerve centre of a world
civilization, the focus towards which the
unifying forces of life will converge and from
which its energizing influences will radiate. A
world language will either be invented or
chosen from among the existing languages and
will be taught in the schools of all the federated
nations as an auxiliary to their mother tongu
A world script, a world literature, a uniform
and universal system of currency, of wei~-*~
and measures, will simplify and facil
intercourse and understanding among the
nations and races of mankind. In such
world society, science and religion, the tw.
most potent forces in human life, will be
reconciled, will co-operate, and will harmon-
iously develop. The press will, under such a
system, while giving full scope to the expres~
sion of the diversified views and convictions ~f
mankind, cease to be mischievously manif
lated by vested interests, whether private __
public, and will be liberated from the influence
of contending governments and peoples. The
economic ~° oot oo
organized,

tapped an

co-ordinat
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regulated.
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firmly laid the foundations of this all-highest
bounty, and this wondrous gift. Whatsoever is
latent in the innermost of this holy Cycle shall
gradually appear and be made manifest, for now
is but the beginning of irs growth, and the day-
spring of the revelation of its signs. Ere the
close of this century and of this age, it shall be
made clear and evident how wondrous was thar
spring-tide, and how heavenly was that gift.”’

No less enthralling is the vision of Isaiah,
the greatest of the Hebrew Prophets, pre-
dicting, as far back as twenty-five hundred
years ago, the destiny which mankind must, at
its stage of maturity, achieve : “ And He (the
Lord) shall judge among the nations, and shall
rebuke many people : and they shall beat their
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks : nation shall not Iift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more ... And there shall come forth a rod out
of the stem of Fesse, and a Branch shall grow out
of hisroots . . . And he shall smite the earth with
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness
shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness
the girdle of his reins. The wolf also shall dwell
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with
the kid; and the calf and the young lion and
the fatling together ... And the sucking child
shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned
child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’s den
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mouniain : for the earth shall be full of the
knoz}uledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the
sea.”’

The writer of the Apocalypse, prefiguring
the millenial glory which a redeemed, a jubi-
lant humanity must witness, has similarly
testified : “And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth: for the first heaven and the first
carth were passed away ; and there was no
more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God
is with men, and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God himself
shall be with them, and be their God. And
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ;
and there shall be no more death, neither
SOITOW, NOT crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed
away.’’

Who can doubt that such a consummation
—the coming of age of the human race—must



signalize, in its turn, the inauguration of a
world civilization such as no mortal eye hath
ever beheld or human mind conceived ? Who
is it that can imagine the lofty standard which
such a civilization, as it unfolds itself, is
destined to attain ? Who can measure the
heights to which human intelligence, liberated
from its shackles, will soar ? Who can visualize
the realms which the human spirit, vitalized
by the outpouring light of Bah4d’u’lldh, shining
in the plentitude of its glory, will discover ?
What more fitting conclusion to this theme
than these words of Baha&’u’llah, written in
anticipation of the golden age of His Faith—
the age in which the face of the earth, from
pole to pole, will mirror the incffable splendors
of the Abh4 Paradisc? “ This is the Day
whereon naught can be seen except the splendors
of the Light that shineth from the face of thy

Zerily,
We have caused every soul to expire by virtue of
Qur irresistible ana  ll-subduing sovereignty.
We have then called inio being a new creation,
as a token of Our grace unto men. I am, verily,
the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. This
is the Day whereon the unseen world crieth out :
‘ Great is thy blessedness, O earth, for thou hast
been made the foot-stool of thy God, and been
chosen as the seat of His mighty throne !* The
realm of glory exclaimeth: ‘Would that my
life could be sacrificed for thee, for He Who is
the Beloved of the All-Merciful hath estab-
lished His sovereignty wpon thee, through the
power of His name thar hath been promised
unto all things, whether of the past or of the
Sfuture. >’
(From “THE UNFOLDMENT OF WORLD
CIVILIZATION ”—1936).

THE BAHA’I WORLD.

The Bahd’i Faith gives to the world an
opportunity which it never had before to study
the growth of a world religion. Already after
a hundred years there are more Bah&’is than
‘here were Christians a hundred years after the
oirth of Jesus, spread over a greater area of
the world than the followers of any religion
have been a similar length of time from its
foundation. Already after a hundred years it
has achieved a unity and stability of adminis-
tration which other religions, if they ever
achieved it, have long since lost. From the
extreme south of the world to the extreme
north, from the extreme ecast to the extreme
west, from peoples of all colours, races and
religions, come the followers of the Baha’i
Faith.

To the inhabitants of countries in which
there are still only few Bahd’is it may seem that
these are the members of an ephemeral sect.
Banded together for a moment in an eccentric
belief, it may be thought, they will be dis-
persed to-morrow into nothingness along with
the multitudinous other well-meaning societies,
sects and associations which have no roots in
time. A consideration of some of the facts
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sought to scatter the teachings of Baha’u’llih
throughout the world ; with what success the
figures show. There are Maori Bahd’is and
Eskimo Baha’is, Chinese Baha’is and Indian
Bahd’is, Scandinavian, French and DPolish
Baha’is, and members of most other races.
Contact has been established with such
diverse minorities as the Laps of Scandinavia
and the Mayans of Yucatan ; Baha’i adminis-
trative bodies established in such far separated
countries as Chile, *Irdq, Bulgaria and New
Zealand. Geographically the Baha’i world
covers the surface of the earth.

Like the other great religions, this wide-
spread Faith has been built upon the blood of
many martyrs. 20,000 of its followers werc
killed for being steadfast in their belief, large
numbers of them dying only after prolonged
and brutal torturc. Even now reports are
sometimes received that Bahd’is have been
murdered for their Faith by fanatics in one part
of the world. Although at first treated as
Moslem heretics by the Islamic hierarchys, it is
now 20 years since the highest ecclesiastical
court in Egypt decreed that the Baha’i Faith
should be looked upon as an independent
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and individuals ¢ This is only what I think
myself.” As ‘Abdu’l-Bahd wrote, ““ At pre-
sent the teachings of His Holiness Baha’u’llah
are such that all the communities of the world,
whether religious, political or ethical, ancient
or modern, find in the teachings of Baha’u’llah
the expression of their highest wish.” It is
not surprising therefore that Baha’is originate
from all the great religious communities of the
world.

Baha’is are of all types and drawn from all
walks of life. The late Queen Maric of
Roumania, granddaughter of Queen Victoria,
wrote : “‘ Indeed a great light came to me with
the message of Baha’w’llah and ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
It came as all great messages come at an hour
of dire grief and inner conflict and distress, so
the seed sank deeply . . . . If ever the name of
Baha’w’llah or ‘Abdu’l-Bahd comes to your
attention, do not put their writings from you.
Search out their Books, and let their glorious,
peace-bringing, love-creating words and lesson
sink into your hearts as they have into mine.”
And again: ‘“The Bah&’i teaching brings
peace to the soul and hope to the heart. To
those in search of assurance the words of the
Father are as a fountain in the desert after long
wandering.”

The late Professor Auguste Forel, one of the
great scientists of the century, wrote in his
will : **“ En 1920 seulement j’ai appris a con-
name, a Karlsruhe, la religion supracon-
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igion du Bien social humain,
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1til recently they lived in what
d consider a primitive state:
ame Bahd’is they were quite
they have their own school,
pital and puzzle the local
istrative officers because there
1ses to try.
rameless and their sayings are
To demonstrate that Baha’is
all walks of life one other
uffice, a late member of the
ty of this country. Richard
h his legs in an accident and
is small pension by selling

matches, knitted and raffia work. He was an
example of quiet courage and cheerful resig-
nation to the will of God. A friend wrote of
him: “ One came away from his dark little
room impressed by the simple faith and
patience of a truly beautiful soul,” Such
people, as well as the great and the learned,
find that the teaching of Baha’u’lldh is the true
need of mankind.

Alongside the spread of the Baha’i Faith
throughout the world, Bah4’i institutions are
growing up which can bear comparison with
those of any religion. In the heart of America
on the shores of Lake Michigan is a Baha’i
House of Worship about the model for which
a noted American architect, H, Van Buren
Magonigle, exclaimed: ¢ The architect has
conceived a Temple of Light in which
structure, as usually understood, is concealed,
visible support eliminated as far as possible,
and the whole fabric to take on the airy sub-
stance of a dream ; it is a lacey envelope en-
shrining an idea, the idea of Light, a shelter of
cobweb interposed between earth and sky,
struck through and through with light—light
which shall partly consume the forms and make
of it a thing of faery.” The exterior orna-
mentation was completed in 1943, and
it is known that its novel design is receiving
the attention of the experts. Who knows that
the eulogy of an American journalist after
viewing the model will one day be considered
less exaggerated than it may have seemed at
the time when he reported : ‘ Many persons
who have seen the model of this building say
that it will be the most beautiful structure in
the world. Some go so far as to say it will be
the most beautiful structure ever erected.”

This House of Worship has so far cost
1,342,813 dollars, and the decoration of the
interior has not yet been commenced. Baha’i
endowments in America alone are valued at
1,768,339 dollars. The Faith is also blessed
with the ownership of considerable property
associated with the early history of the
Faith, the most important of which are
the Shrine of Bahd’wlldh at Bahji, just
outside ‘Akkd, and the so-called * Persian
Gardens ”’ on Mount Carmel, in which are the
shrines of the Bib and ‘Abdu’l-Bahi and of
some of the members of Baha’u’llah’s family,
The gardens are continually being improved
and the Guardian of the Faith has announced
that work is being commenced on the com-
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pletion of the building containing the Shrines.
Here is the world headquarters of the Faith,
the centre from which an administrative system
radiates which embraces the whole world.

This administrative system is thec Baha’i
institution upon which all the others are
dependent. Based on the teaching of Baha’u’
1lldh Himself and on the Will and Testament of
‘Abdu’l-Bahd, it is now being developed under
the guidance of the present Guardian of the
Faith, Shoghi Effendi. It embodies the
principle of universal secret voting, but is not
simply a democratic system ; it includes also
the principle of hereditary rights, but without
the weaknesses this principle has always
implied in the past, and the principle of aris-
tocracy, but an aristocracy that consists of
those with special merit alone. It has already,
although still in the formative stage, demon-
strated its powers to maintain unity among
people as diverse as the Bahd’i world com-
munity, and it is through its strength that the
Faith has achieved its most outstanding
successes.

The legal standing of the national and local
administrative bodies varies from country to
country. In some they are legally incorpor-
ated, in some they are permitted to solemnise
marriages, in some they hold properties in
trust for the local community, in some they
possess their own administrative buildings, in
some they publish literature, in some they have
been disbanded and persecuted under an auto-
cratic regime. A very important undertaking
of these administrative bodies is the publica-

THE MANIFESTATIONS AND

In the Baha’i Revelation a unique emphasis
has been placed upon work done with the
whole heart in the service of life.

Such work is stated by Abdu’l-Bahi to be
the worship of God.

The implications are very great for it rejoins
the world of art to the religious life with a
clarity not to be found in any previous dis-
pensation. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s words in Paris
were : ““In the Baha’i Cause, arts, scientists
and all crafts are counted as worship. The
man who makes a piece of note paper to the
best of his ability, conscientiously concentrat-
ing all his forces on perfecting it, is giving praise
to God. Briefly all effort and creation put
forth by man from the fulness of his heart
worship, if it is prompted by the high
motives and the will to do service to humanit

tion of literature. Baha’i atu s available
in 41 languages and translations into a further
12 languages are now proceeding. One book
alone has been translated in 37 languages. Par-
ticular attention has been paid to Braille trans-
scriptions for the blind, though these are not
at present available in this country.

This is the condition of the Baha’i com-
munity after 100 years. Thesc are facts, not
conjectures. They are the ecvidence of the
vital force embodied in the Bah4’j Faith, of its
universality, of its ordered progress. They
justify to all men its claim to be considered one
of the great religions of the world. And it is
yet but one hundred years old.

It is 1,300 years since the most recent of the
other great religions were born; great re-
ligions do not appear each year, nor even each
century. We have no record of the growth of
the majority of religions and where records
exist they are few and unreliable,

Religion has always provided the motive
power of men and through them of social
groups and through them of the world. In
this age there is an opportunity which cannot
be expected to recur again for a thousand years
to study the growth and the spread of what is
already a world Faith. Baha’fs invite all men,
be they rich or poor, atheist or believers, his-
torians, priests, politicians or dustmen, to
investigate for themselves this young World
Faith, and to see for themselves how a great
religion spreads in spite of all its enemies may
do.

ART

One effect of the Industrial Age has been a
greater separation of art from the common life
than at any former time in history. Not that
art has vanished but because in the main it has
either been prostituted or reserved as some-
thing over-precious for the few.

The factory system as such takes creative
initiative out of the hands of the workers so
that they can no longer ‘ concentrate all their
forces on perfection.” What initiative is left
after the business manager and the middle-
man have decided what to do with demand
goes to the ¢ designer-on-paper.” Tocounrer
this the trend towards shorter hours and hig
pay is paliative but not curative. Inately men
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ledge, education and a rising standard of
living have produced modern individualism.
The effect of this evolution has been to break
down tradition in art as in life.—* Each man
for himself and the devil take the hinder-
most.”” This alienation of society from its
ultimate purpose is the ebb-tide of our
Christian culture. Its effect on art has been
to throw us back on the integrity of the in-
dividual artist. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd makes it clear
that when he “ works from the fulness of his
heart ** and ¢ the will to do service to human-
ity ”’ he may achieve true beauty even as the
disinterested scientist may arrive at his truth.
Moreover we have the faith to perceive the
subtle as well as the direct influence of the
Manifestation in the whole creative world of
ideas during the hundred years since the
Declaration of the Bab. Sensitive spirits are
able to draw unconsciously upon that Source.

Artists, perhaps more than others, cling
tenaciously to the preciousness of self-found
truth, or what is often mistaken for it, and are
prevented for that very reason from accepting
the idea and authority of fresh manifestation.
They welcome many of the principles of the
Baha’i Faith but not the ultimate authority of
its high Prophets, for this appears to them to
cut across their own so hardly won truth. In
fact there is no need for this apprehension for
Prophetic authority is related to the authority
of genius in any particular field, for example
that of art.

Art insofar as it is true is of the Divine
World.

The difference between the great artist and
the great Prophet is in the field of activity and
in directness of reflection of the Divine Will.
The Prophet is a pure and steady mirror of the
sun, the artist catches fitful gleams of Heaven.

B.H.L.

BURMA.

‘The latest information from Burma discloses the fact
that the Bahai village Daidanaw was attacked and
partially destroyed by a mob at the time of the Japanese
invasion. Siyyid Mustafa Rounie, the aged Bahai
pioneer, with several others, was murdered. The
Guardian has declared him to be a * Hand of the Cause '

FOREL.

** It was only in 1920, in Karlsruhe, that I came tolearn
of the un-sectarian, world religion of the Bahais, founded
in the Orient by the Persian, Baha'u'llah 70 years previ-
ously. It is the true religion of the ideal human society
without dogma, without a priesthood, uniting all men in
our little carth. I became a Bahai. That this religion
should prosper for the good of humanity is the world's
greatest need.” ’
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