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"The obligations of the Hands of the·cause of God a:re to 
diffuse the Divine Fragr~nces, to edify the souls of men,, 
to promote learning, to l.ID.prove the character of all men . 
and to be, at all times ana under all conditions, sanctified 
and detached from all earthly things.. They must. ma·nifest 
the fear of God by their conduct, their manners, ·their 
deeds and their words .. " . 

· · - 'Abdu' 1-Baha -
-

HANDS OF With .. .the swift .decisive pen of Divine Guidance, our beloved 
THE CAUSE Guardian, on December 24th, wrote a cablegram destined to 

stir the very depths of every Baha'i soul and then to flood 
upo~:1 his consciousness the thrilling realisation that the Community of 
the Cause of God,. in this the second epoch of its Fonnative Age, is 
now at long last taking upon its shoulders the mantle of maturi~Yo . 

In part we read, "Hour now ri.pe take long inevitably deferred step, 
conformity provisions 'Abdu'l-Baha s Testament, through appointment 
first conting~nt .Hands C~use God, twelve in.number·, eq¥a~ly allocated 
Holy Land, Asiatic~ American, European continents.. Initial ste.p now 
taken re~ard preparatory full development institution provided Abdu'l­
Baha's Will, paralleled preliminary measure formation International 
Council destined culminate emergence Universal House Justice .. " 

MRS .. COLLINS Among the twelve holy souls appointed as Hands of the 
IN EGYPT Cause of God i.s Mrs .. Amelia Collins, Vice-President of 

the newly inaugurated International Baha'i Council and 
for many years member of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of the United States.. Early in December Mrsd Collins came to Africa~ 
directed by the Guardian to visit the Baha'is of Egypt.. So full of ~he 
spirit and news of that visit is the report from tlie Egyptian National 
Assembly. that we quote from it here. 

''The arrival of our dearly beloved sister, Mrs. Amelia Collins, 
was thankfully received by the friends. as_ an invaluable gift graciously 
granted by their.Beloved. Her meeti?Jg with the friends, her talks to 
them, her amazing spirit o;f love, ai:id besides that patience, the great · 
happiness and delight she brought lifted our hearts and minds to a 
higher sphere of understanding a.nd showed us the wey to real sacrifice 
and self~detachment in serving the .Faith of Baha' u '· lla.ho" . 

I 
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11 J.?rom the tiri:e. c: i:..r::r arri val 9 Thursdav 9 early norning, Dec.·e~ber 
6tLr ;:.;he did not L:- '':.~ a single moment without thr~.lling the hearts . 
w:l.th tbe joyfHl nc .. ;:: of the wide progress of the Cause and with the .. 
glad~tidi1'2gs of the establislF:ent of the Kingd•::~n of Abhe:., On Frid!1y, 
December 7, she received welcome from the Local Spiritual Assemblyo 
On Sa turd.ay, she met with the Executive Cc::!lIIli ttee of the National 
Spiritual Assembly and gave rn outline of the Intercontinental · 
Conferences to be held in J.~.:;3.. On Sunday, she attended the public 
mee-cingo Her speech was concentrated on the Holy Shrine the 
miraculous work for its completion and the beauties of its surroundingso 
On Mond~, she visited the ~a~~'i cemetary: and o~ Tuesday she attended 
the meeting of the Local Sp1r1tual Assembly of Cairo, where her 
presence was a real inspiration to its members .. " · 

"Friday, December 14; she attended the meeting of the Baha'i 
youth to which all the friends were invited. As two e~blegrams from 
the Guardian had been rece ivedll the .. Arabic translation was read, and 
Mrs.. Collins began to explain· the significance and purpose of the 
Intercontinental Conferences, and more fully·. the importance of the 
African Conference, With joyful heart and wo~derful spirit, she 
remained on the platform for over two hours illuminating the hearts 
and minds of the friends with a new and deeper understanding, answering 
their various. questions and arol"!.sing zeal and encouragement in them .. 11 

. "The example of devotion and- energy which ·MI-so Amelia Collins 
manifested in words, deeds and lo\~· taught us the right way to serveo 
She even made every one of the friends feel that he was, throughout 
her short yet unforgettable stay, in direct communication with _his . 
beloved .Guardian after- a. ·long depr-ivement of . such. As we earnestly 
apologise ~o her f9r not allowing her a single moment for r~st, we bow 
our heads in devotion and thankfulness to our beloved Guardian for 
his grace towards these serv.an ts .. 11 

PILGRIMAGES If the news of the appointment of the Hands of the Cause 
PERM:IT.r.ED plumbed the depths of the hearts of Baha'is everyVJhere, 

is it possible to describe the feelings of joy and 
thanksgiving which these words from our Guardian brought to those who 
for so many long years have yearned and dreamed and waited for that 
single word which would summon them to the sanctua:ry of the Holy Shrines 
and to the dynamic, vibrant World Centre of our Faith, Haifa, where day 
and night our beloved Guardian ceaselessly labours for the establish~ent 
of the World Order of Bah& •·u' llah? ''Announce all National Assemblies 
restrictions pilgrimages bein~ gradually removed.. Owing prevailing 
conditions maximum duration nine days. Permission necessary as few 
at a time are now permitted,," _ Thus through those souls who are 
privileged to make this holy trip, the Baha'-i World Community will come 
once again into that cherished and long-awaited direct contact with 
our beloved Guardian. 

Living and pioneerin$ in the h~art of Africa are two such Baha'is, 
Mr.. and Mrs. Moussa Banan1, of Kampala, Uganda,. who were among the 
first Persian believers to arise in pioneer service to the Africa 
proj~ct ... Immediately that the news· of the opening of the Holy La~d 
to pll$rl1Ila$e reaohed them, they sought permission from the Guardian 
to visit Haifa. Swiftly, heresponded with an invitation to them; and 
on 29th January, Mr.. and Mrs .. Banani flew to Haifao 
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.. . • . 8hort~y 'hef·Jr~ "t~1 :~r c1epartur1J~ the Kam_pala Grov.P wrote, "At our 
mee-:-.i..ng thu-3 week~~c.Jc1~ .. :c :planned a very special meeting for Saturday 

"' ... nex·c, 2nd F1ebruar:,':i from 4 to 6 PoM~ East African time.. At this very 
•noi1r '· the. Bananis liave be~n r,~(:.::ed to pray .in tL~ Holy ffi:rtnes for. 

conf1rrria.t.1on of the teaching ho1ic, ana. they ar{j also going to advise 
the Guardian of this, beseechi.ng his praye .... s as welL We ourselves 
feel that this visit is on hehaif of us all here in Africa and that 
our work will be greatly s-et raulated by this personal link .. " 

The friends in Dar es Salaam, at a special devotional meeting, 
joined with those praying at the Holy Threshold and with all ·of the 
Baha' is of Africa who at that iiour were turning their hearts to God, 
in\~king His assistance in this enormous task of quickening the 
s .i?iri t of the Dark Continent... · 

DAR ES SALAAM Ei~ht months ago Mr .. Denis Dudley-Smjth Kutendele, 
DECLARATION ori~inally of the Yao trib.e ·Zomba, N;y,isaland, and now 

resident with, his wife and children in Dar es Salaam, 
where he works in a solicitors office, first ~.1eard o l the Baha' i 
Faith.. He was immediately attracted to· its p:;>inciples of religious 
and international unity, and swiftly ·set upon a course of study of the 
Faith, both through reading its literature in English, Swahili and· 
Chinyanja, and l?Y a·Gte~d~ng a ~pecial class each week arranged by 
the Group for his specific a~sistanceo 

Now Mr.. Dudley-Smith becomes the first ·.African ·in Tangany.ika to 
declare his belief ,in Baha' u' llah ·and to be we1comed into the· 
Dar es Salaam Communitye rhe British National Spiritual Assembly 
cabled to the Groun on February 8th, "Delighted accept new memberc1 
Please, convey wariilest greetings. 11 

It has been largely through the enthusias:r.i and effort of Dudley, 
as he is known 9 that several of the contacts o:~· the Faith have been 
attracted to the Cause in Dar es Salaam and have attended the 
study-classes there .. 

Ve'J(Y shortly now, Mr~ Dudley-Smith will return to Nyasaland, for 
a period, in order to enter his son in school thereo By thus returning 
to his homeland, Dudley also becomes the first Baha'i to set foot on 
the soil of Nyasaland, one of the territories.of the Africa project 
assigned by the Guardian to Persiao May Baha · u' llah bless ti1e words 
he may speak about our beloved Faith in that land .. 

ERIC For five happy, carefree days in January, the Baha'is of 
MANTON Dar es Sal~am · welcomed to their Community Eric Manton 

and his young son Terry, en route from Bri tatn to Lusaka, 
Northern Rhodesia, where they are now pioneering for the Cause with 
the loving guidance and encourag1~.ment of both the British and Persian 
National Assemblies.. · · 

Many long and interesting hours of talk about the Faith, the . 
Africa project te.aching and pioneering methods, and the tremendous 
significance of the rapid growth of the International Baha'i Community 
filled the Dar friends with new energy and will.. Eric' s deeply 
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en"Ll.i.LLSiasm for alJ ·.·hat is Af1·ica - these were exa..;ple B.nd inspirat..:~ 
indeed to the frie1~J3 in Dar es Salaam. · · 

Eric met and·talked with a number of the contacts of the Faith 
in Dar on several different occasionso The sincerity and character. 
of the WOJ'ds he spoke helpe": the contacts to appreciate more fully 
than before the se.1:>ious and profound importance . of our Faith. 

--000--

"Death proffereth unto every confident believer the 
cup that is life indeed.~ It best.oweth joy and· .is 
the bearer of gladn.ess. It conferreth the gift of 
everlasting life." ·. 

- Baha 1u'llah .-

. ,rhe.news of the sudden~ tragic death of our dearly beloved 
Baha 1 s1 ster, Mrs. -Marguer1 te Preston and he::· young son Adrian, 
of Sotik, Kenya, East Africa, in an airplane crash, on February 
16th, in the mountains of Sicily, brings deep sorrow to the hearts 
of her fellow Baha' is in all parts of the African Continent .. 
Marguerite, who Was, until her marriage and departure for East 
Africa in 1945, a member of the British National Spiritual 
Assembly, was returning to her home and to her two other children 
in Kenya after having visited in England for the past two months • 
. She had attended- the- British Annual Baha '-i Teachii:ig Conference in 
January and had actively participated in the sessions on the 
Africa Projecto It was only 7 short months ago that the Baha'i . 
World had sent messages of love Rnd sympathy to Marguerite at 
the untimely death of her beloved husband Terrance~ The fervent 
prayers of her many Baha'i friends the world over will be offered 
for the spiritual progress of her soul and that of her son in the 
Abha Kingaomi as well as the mbrciful protection of God for her 
two infant childreno 

---oOo---

Dear Baha'i friends, 
It has come to our attention that some of the believers and 

Baha'i Communities have been reluctant to send news reports for 
use in Africa News due to the fact that they must write in 
langliages other than English. We wish to assur~ all of the 
friends in Africa, regardless of what language they speak, that 
we are eager to receive regular news reports: from them and that 
means either exist or most certainly will be found for the full 
translation of all that they write. Please send your news now to 
Mrs. Isobel Sabri, Secretary; P.O.Box 1668; Dar es Salaam; 
Tanganyika; East Africa. 

Africa News Sub-Committee. 
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