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"The Divine S rin%fiue is ceme, O Mest Exalted Pen, for the
Festival ef the All-Merciful 1s fast appreaching. Bestir
‘thyself, and magnify, befere the entire creatien, the name

of God, and celebrate His praise, in such wise that all
created things may be regenerated and made new.. Ariseg be-
fore the nations of the earth, and arm thyself with the

power of this Mcst Great Name, and be not of those who tarry" .

-~ Baha'u'llah -

DIVINE This yesr each of us here in Africa, as we turn once again
SPRINGTIME frem the prayer and weditation of our Fast days to join with

. Baha'is everywhere in the wcrld-cmbracing “joy and happiness
of Naw Ruz, are sureciy %gofpundly aware of the sacredness of this Baha'i
year, 1C9, and of all that is required of us and of those who will seon
8oin us here from across the seas. . In the past two years, since the

entenary of the Martyrdom of His Holiness the Bab, we have been privi-

leged to witness, threugh the unfolding: epic drama of our Guardian's
cebled announcements, an unprecedented growth in the stature and res-
ponsibilities of the Baha'i World Community. In his most recent messa-
ges and from the enthralling notes of returning pilgrims frem Haifa, we
catch a vision of the future progress cf our Fesith radiant beyond our
most inspired imagination. :

October, our Guardian has exglained, begins the Holy Year ef the
Centenary of the Birth of Baha'u'llah's Prophetic Mission. In February,
the first of the four historic Intercontinental Teaching Conferences,
R%anned for that sacred period, will be convened in the heart of the
rican Continent, at Kampala, Uganda. This Conference will, while wit-
nessing the vital closing chapters of the precent two year Africa Project,
open the way, throu%h its deliberations, to the total spiritual conguest,
within the deoade which will then s:garate us from the glorious Centen-
ary of the Declaration of Baha'u'llah in 1963, of all the "remaini
territories and neighbouring islands, east, south and west of the E%rican
Centinent." " As we stand at the springtime of this spiritually historic
gear, are we not, each one, wherever he may be acress the length and
readth of this widely scattered and diverse African Community of the Mozt
Great Name, called upon to turn to the years ahead with an ever-increas-
ing consciousness of the lmmeasurable‘prlvile%e which 1s ours in serving
Him in this Day end with complete_dedication fe the tremendous responsi-
bilities which this privilege impliesY '
%Qggﬁ% “fn a cablegram dated March 3rd, and destined to excite the joy
DANANL  of every Baha'i in Africa, our Guardian announced the appoin%ment -
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of seven additionsl Hands of the Causc of God, bringing the total to 19.
fsong these chosei: ones, and ths first of the redently appointed Hands
of the Cause to ~ designated from the African Community, is our dearly
beloved Baha'i brctoer, Moussa Banani, of Kempala, Uganda, who with his
devoted wife, Samiheh Khsnum, was privileged during March to make an
extended pilgrimage to the Holy Shrines. ~

A1l of us are warmly grateful to the Kampala Group for their gen-

- erous sction expressed in the following excerpts from a recemt letter.

"The dear Bananis, after 24 days of an enviable pilgrimage to Haifa -
have returned laden with wonderful news of our wonderful Guardian. We
sat at their feet and jotted down-the notes you will find enclosed. As
nne nf the things that_the Guardian has asked of us is to keep in clo-
sest touch with our fellow workers in Africa, we are starting ty send-
ing these notes to. the addresses we have. on the African Continent."

AFRICAN In that same message of March %rd, the Guardian announced the

HAZIRA  thrilling news that Moussa Banani, during his pilgrimege, was
directed to '"undertake preliminary measures acquisition pro-
erty Kampela serve local Haziratu'l-Quds scynchronize formation first
Xssembly eart Africa, be regarded nucleus nationasl administrative head-
quarters Feith destined arise morrow formation National Spiritual Assem-
bly Central, Eestern territories African Continent." = Already nzws has
reached us from the British National Assembly.that thc propert¥ to be
purchased for the future Hazira in Keompala =ill cost approximately
£5,500. ond that the Guardian has sent the first contribution of
#6,000. (£2,142.). All of the believers in the five National Communi-
ties participating in the Africen Project. sre being given the honour oI
contributing to this historic edifice. All of us here in Africa are

"asked to send our contributions direct to Mr. Banani, who has been desi-

gnated by the Guerdian os the treasurer of this Fund. Tl.e pmrchase of
this property is a living symbol of the emerging Community of Africa;
let us arise to demonstrate by our united giving that this new contin-
ent-wide Community of ours has vigour and a cspacity for sacrifice even
beyond our estimestion and knowledge of its qualities. Send your con-
tributions to: Mr. Moussa Banani, Pioneering Private Bag, Kempals,
Ugenda, Best Africa. =

LIBYA Exciting news has reached us, both from Egypt and from Mahmoud
OPENED Hussein Ismeil, one of our Bsha'i friends in. Tripolitania, that
. Dr. Hussein Goilestaneh, of Calro, has now arrived at his pion-
eer post in Benghazi, Libya, and that he 1s hbusy_meking efforts to esta-
blish himself there in the medical profession. Dr. Gellestaneh, 29
years of age, & graduate of Cairo University, and a member of one of
%gypt's oldest Beha'i femilies, formerly lived and taught the Faith in
the southern Sudan and has long been an active member of the Egyptian
-National Youth Committee. Dr. Gollestaneh now becomes not only the
first Beha'i to settle on Libyan soil, but also the first Egyptian
believer to pioneer in one of the territories of Africa assigned b{ the
Guardian to Egypt. We joyfully welcome Hussein to the pioneer field
and eagerly look forward to the entry of many more of the Bgyptian fri-
ends into the pioneer ranks-of the Africa Project during this, its
second and final year. ' | :

ASSEMBLY Ever since the pioneers began to congregate in Kampala and

STATUS Dar-es-Salaam ten months ago, there has been enthusiastic,
‘ - determined ectivity by both Communities in their eagerness to
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diffuse the Teachinss of their beloved Faith and to fill the hesrt of their
Guaréian with gladness and satisfactlon. Several times in recent months
the Guardian has inlicated informally that he looks forward with happiness
to the day, soon at hand, when Spiritual Acssemblies in these capitsl cities
of Eest Arrica cen be formed. Now, in a cablegram to the British National
Assembly; on February 2nd, he states, "Advise build uv Kenya. Urge for-
mation Assemblies Ksmpala, Nar-es-Salaam."

Long before these words reached the two Groups, Elans and teaching
asctivities had set in motion for the fulfillment of this wish. In Kampala,
Frederick Bigabwa and Crisgian Kajubi, the first Africen believers of the
Plan, have ea%erly accepted the responsibility of teaching several of the
firmly attracted contacts at a class conducted entirely in their own lang:-
age, Buganda. 1In Dar-es-Salaam, a special study-cless on the fundesmental
tenets and prlncigles of the Falth has been inaugurated for six of the
closest friends of the Faith. Both Communities are confident that with the
prayers of all the friends in Africa their efforts will be blessed.

FTONBER From the gilgrims' notes of Mr. and Mrs. Banani, one
RESPONSIBILITIES vital sentence stends out to enlighten end guide oll

_ those who have been drswn to the pioneer field in Africa.
"The pioneers have four responsibilities, devotion, detachment, stead-
fastness, and unity." Let this message fill the hearts of all who labour
here with new strength and resolve., ‘ . ,

PTONEERS From the American Beha'i News and the British Nationel Assembly
EN ROUTE News Sheet, we glean th@-ioyﬂul information that Prof. and Mrs.

Rex Collison of Geyserville, Californias, U.S.A., are en route to
their pioneer post in Kampala, Ugenda. They have travelled via Britain a:d
have met with the friends in London at the New Ruz Feast and heve helped
with the teaching work there as well,

Mr. end Mrs. Collison, believers with many years of rich Baha'i exper-
ience on the Geyserville Spiritual Assembly, at the Geyserville Bshe'i
Summer School, and in the teaching field in Northern California, come to
Africa under the suspices of the United States Africa Committee snd are the
third and forth American believers to pioneer within the Africa project,the
first two being Ethel Stevens in the Gold Coast and William Foster in

Liberia. )

PIONEER NEWS These words quoted from a recent letter from Eric in Northern
ERIC MANTCN  Rhodesia tell the story of his pioneer blessings, "The add-
ress above is that of the P.W.D. by whom I am now emploved as
a Building Foremen (Electrician). I wes_engaged in Lusaka and posied imme-
diately to Livingstone. I am in 31n%16 living quarters and Terry is with
me. He has started school here end does quite well. He hes been very
'game' £1l along, and T am most grateful that he is with me.. We were in
Iusaka, the cagltal, for a week, and there is little to tell of it as it
can be thoroughly viewed on foot in half an hour.. Yes, we have seen the
Victoria Falls, by bus last Sunday, and they are awesome beyond my descri-
tion.. Of course, people here know that I am a Bsha'i; so my sctions must
e befitting. My trust is in Baha'u'llah, who will surely show the way."
Eric's new address is Box 7, Livingstone, Northern Rhodesia, East Africa.

ETHEL STEVENS From Kumasi in the Gold Coast, Ethel Stevens writes of he:
: " job as a domestic science tescher at the Kumasi Colle%e'of
Technology and of her efforts to demcnstrate through tlie
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exrmyle of her 1ife *he clorious »rincinles of our Faith, .Pioneerfhg ‘o
entirely alone, far clciant from Lsr husbsnd, heme and family, Ethel

req ests the praycrss of ell the friends for the many tests and trials
which have lein alcng her pati of service, trials which sre her sacrifice
ahd her richest blessing, the blessing of every Bsha'i who toils alone in
some far-distant corner of His vineyard. Ethel is mnst anxious to cohrr-
espond with the many Baha'is scattered scross Africa and to exensnge

with them news and the spiri‘ual joy of meeting new friends. Please,
write to: Mrs. Ethel Stevens, C/o Kumasi College of Technology, Kumasi.,
Gold Cosst, West /Ll rica.

TED CARDELL, With his beaming smile and ever-ready csmera, Ted Cardell,
of Nairobi, Kenya, descended on the Dar-es-Selsam Community
in March for five wonderful, goy—fllled days of Beha'i fellOwshig.
Travelling on a photographic tour of Zanziber and Dar-es-Salasm ror his
- poper, Ted had many interesting stories to tell of the numerous and
varied centaets he hes been able to make for the Feith sinee his arrivsl
“n Bast Afriea. Through his work, social contacts and garticipetion in
the sctivities of several inter-racial associations, Ted has succeeded
in successfully establishing himself in his pioneer post.

Ted has developed an interesting contact technique whieh combines
the two all-important factors in teaching, sociability snd instruction.
Every Sunday Ted texes & cerload of young /?rican men on a gionic with
him into the Kenya countryside. Whil=z driving and later esting and
enjoying +he beauties of nature, Ted nas been able to tell them a consi-
Qeia letamoupg about the Faith and gradually stimulated their continuing
interest in it.

While in Der, Ted greatly assisted with the teaching work of the
Community there by the ccmbination of his infarmelity, friendliness and
rich sense of humour and his serious, sincere amd informetive talks about
the importance of the Faith end of every person's investigations of it.
In a recent letter Ted speaks of hisvisit, "Ii is difficult for me to
express the gratitude snd heppiness I feel at the bounty which Baha'u'-
llah has bestowed upon me in granting the blessing of a few ETGCiOJS
“days with you ell. Only those who have been isolated from the presence
of the Baha'is can ever understand.. Little did I realize the tempo
which 1life had reached during those few days.. I was particularly glad to
‘meet so meny Africens in your homes and especislly was impressed with
"their interest and naturalness when discussing *he beloved Message of
Baha'u'lleh, end their hap%y confidence of a loving welcome at all times.
May Beha'u'llah %rant'grea confirmations to all your loving devotion and
servicé snd enable {ou to complete your Assembly in time for Ridven, for
such fruits especially will delight our Guardisn's heart."

Ted's selfless labours have been richly rewarded, for he hes now
written, "I found a telegram aweiting my return, 'Pilgrimage permitted,
Shoghi.' T have now asked the Guardian's permission for a 19 day stay
tc_complete the photography of taie Shrines and am awaiting his reply wit:
a longing heart.m™ The entire Baha'i world will most certainly reap a
rich benefit from Ted's forthcoming visit to Haifa at Ridven this year,
for his beautiful photogranhs will assuredly bring joy and inspiration

to all our hearts.

INTRODUCTIONS In order that all of us liVin% in Africa can come to know
~and love each other better and that we cen begin to
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viesalizge curs='+". -pd o Gomumdtles as lutegral peris of one dynauic,
rapidly expandiiis »roiizent-wide Cemmunity of Baha'uw 'llah, we plen from

time to time to irvroduce to you all, through the pages of Africa News,
some of the Communities and izolated believers who asre labouring for his
Ceuise in Africa. This month we invite you to meet the friends in:

~ ETHROPIA. The Addis Abeba Spiritusl Agsembly. members were s®attered dur-

ing_ the Etheopien war for-a time and the, Assembly temporarily dissolved.
In 1945, the Community gethered once agaln to reconstitute its Assembi::
ond since that time, this staunch little %roup of believers hss stead-
fastly carried on its activities and teeching work and has enlarged its
numbers snd deepened its roots in the soil of Etheop a. 8

<. Sabri Elias, who hes faithfully pioncered in Addis Abeva for a total -

period of seven years now writes this interesting account of the Commu-
nity there. "Our number is 14 in the capital city with a few believers .
in other parts of the country. We have 1n our Community repnresentatives =«
of many nationelities; Etheopiean, Egygtian, Sudenese, Arabs from Yemen,
American and Czechoslovakian, Every fortnight we hold a teaching meeting..
One such gatyering wes held to commemorate the passing or'our dear Baha'i '
brother Louis Gregory. A cablegrsm was sen* to the National Spiritual
Assembly of the United States on that occssion in expression of our con-
dolence.. Our Americsn brother, Mr. David Talbot, who accepted the Faith
in Addis Abeba, is one of our mest enthusiastic believers and.hesc deli-
vered many valuable lectures at our meetings. He is how acting as our
foreign correspondent. We have recently been honoured by-s visit from-
Mrs. Asma Bikar, one of .the first women to serve on the Cairo Spiritual
‘Assembly, who was here visitin% her sister, the wife of Mr. Gila Makhail,
our Cheirman. The language difficulty in our consultation periods is
off-set by our love for the Cause end the spirit of hsrmony which ani-
mates ouwr meetings."

ANGOLA Living and radiating a truly devoted Baha'i spirit are our two
believers in Luanda, Angola, in the scuth-west quadrant of the
continent. Angola is a Portuguese colonial poussession, and it was in -
Lisbon, Portugal, that Senhora D. Ema Guedes de Melo Rocha and Senhora D.
Laura Rodriques first heard of the Faith snd studied its teachings with
the help of the Lisbon Spiritual Assembly and Community. Here is one
striking exsample of the way in which the work of every teaching plan
overlaps and assists in teaching projects in other parts of the world.
The Americen pioneers and the Portuguese believers in Lisbon, worki
under the Europesn Teaching Committee of America, have now assisted in
the openin% of yet another territory of Africa to the Messecge - of
Baha'u'llah. , :

Senhora D. Ema Guedes de Melo Rocha writes, "I have received your
bulletins, and I have ‘just begun to understand s little English. I wish
to learn more of it so that we can convey to esch other our love. I
think you very much and wish that our Feith may spread far and wide so
that the Cauge_of Baha'u'lleh may be known throughout the world.. While
spending my holideys in Lisbon, I came across an Americen lady who lived
in the same hotel as myself and with whom I sympathized immensely. She
invited me many times to her place, and the first few lessons in the
Beha'i Faith filled my head with pleasure. Little by little, I startec
to study the books so kindly sent to me. I began to recognize and lovc
the Teachings of Bashe'u'llah. I have now become a Bsha'i, and my children
heve many Brha'i friends in Lisbon and in Americe too.. At the moment
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‘we are just two Baha'is in Luanda ard our activities are made known to a
few of our friends through the pemphlets and books. I have faith that our
Cause will be recognized and appreciated and later on we shall not just
be two peogle but one large femily. I have a daughter in London married
to an lish doctor, and she visited the London Baha'iCentre amd was
very well received. With love to you all."

MESSAGES FROM The Kempals friends were honoured to receive recently two
THE GUARDIAN letters from our beloved Guardian, from which excerpts
concerning the AMrica Project are aquoted below.

Through the Guardien's Secretary, | January 1, 1952.

"The privilege you are all having of serving there (in Africe) is
very great; however, so meritcrious isthis service in the eyes of Bsha'u'-
1lle !l%hat His bounties and blessings seem to be visibly showering upon
you: a . el .

.. "The Gusrdian hopes that the Africa Conference will be an outstand-
1n% success and that there may Le many negro and white African Baha'is
attending it as of right, on their own soil." :

"Pleese, tell the new believers that the Guardian extends his per-
sonal welcome to them into the service of the Faith of Bsha'u'llah, and
sssures them that he is praying that they may render this Cause, which
has been brought to them by loving and devoted heerts from overseas, great
services, and that they may be the means of attracting meny more of their
countrymen to this liessage, which cen alone insure the peace snd brother-
hood of mankind." - ~

In the Gunrdian's own hard, | |
: "May the Almighty whose Faith you are promoting with such zeal, devo-
tion end exemplery perseverance and courage, reward you abundantly for |
your truly meritorious, historic and valuabieilabours, gulde and sustain
you continually, end aid you to consolidate your achieveéments and win |
reset and memorable victories in the service of His glorious Faith.
our true and gisteful brother, Shoghi.

Throu%h the Guardisn's Secretary. | February 6, 1952.

. "It hss brought the greatest joy to his heart to have these dear
believers (Mr. ond Mrs. Beneni) here; and he is prolonging their pilgri-
mege in order to discuss thoroughly with them the work being done in
Ugenda, and indeed in Africa, a workto which he attaches the greatest
possibie importence. ‘ - |
"A source of deep joy and satisfection was the news of the decla-
ration of Mr. Cris¥ian Kajubi and Mr. Fred Bigabwa. He was so pleased to
have hotogrnphs of them, and he has placed ‘hem in the Mansion, an the
two f?rst aha'is in Ugends representative of the tribes of that country."

"The Guerdian feels sure that, with wisdom, dedication, tact and Era—
yer, your Group will be sble to spread this Divine Message there to the
peoples of ell races; snd ley, not only a lasting foundation for your own
Community, but_prepere the way for_ the great All-Africs Te=ching Confer-
ence, which will be held there in 1953, and to which the Beha'is all oven
the world are slready looking foiward with such eagerness.

In the Guardisn's own hand.

"Mey the spirit of Baha'u'llah powerfully sustsin Kgu in your high
endesvours, eid youto extend ra_idl¥ the renge of ¥our istoric and merit-
orious accomplishments, and lend a tremendous impetus to the onward march
of our beloved Faith in that vast and promising continent. Your true
brother, Shoghi. . 0’ .






