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NEWS 
"THe earth is but one country, and 
mankind its citizens." -Baha'u'llah. 

AF-RICAN EDITION 

"The Divine Spri:r:igj;:i.ue is come, 0 M~st Exalted Pen, for the 
Festival ~f the All-Merciful is fast appreaching. Bestir 
·thyself, and magnify, bef~re the entire creatien, the name· 
of God, and celebrate His praise, in such wise that all 
created thin~s may be regenerated and made new •. Arise be
fore the nations of the earth, and arm thysdlf with the 
power of this Most Great Name, and be not of those who tarry" . 

- Baha'u'llah -

DIVINE This year each of us here in Africa, as we turn once again 
SPRINGTIME frsm the prayer and niodi tation of our Fast days to join with 

. Baha'i s everywhere in the 11.rcrld-c::nbI_'acing ·joy and happiness 
of Naw Ruz, are surely profoundly aware of the sacredness of this Baha'i 
:year, 1C9, and .of all that is required of us and of those who will soon j 
join us here from across the seas .. In the past two years, since the 
Centenary of the Martyrdom of His Holiness the Bab, we have been privi
leged to witness, through the unfolding· epic drama of our Guardian's 
cabled announcements, an i1nprecedented growth in the stature and res
ponsibilities of the Baha'i World Community. In hi5 most recent messa
ges and from the· enthralling notes of returninr: pilgrims frem Haifa, we 
catch a vision of the future progress cf our Fai. th radiant beyond our 

. most inspired imagination. , . 

October, our Guardian has explained, begins the H0ly Year 0f the 
Centenary of the Birth of Baha 'u 'llah 's Prophetic· Mission. In Februro·~··, 
the first of the four historic Intercontinental Teaching Conferences, 
pianned for that sacred period, will be convened in the heart of the 
At'rican Continent, at Kampala, Uganda. This Conference will, while wit
nessing the vital closing chapters of the present two year Africa Project~ 
o:pen the way, through its deliberations, to the total spiritual conquest, 
within the aeoade wnich will then.separate us from the glorious Centen
ary of the Declaration of ·Baha 'u 'llah in 1963, of all the "remaining 
territories and neighbouring islands, east, south and west of the African 
Csntinent. '' - As we stand at the springtime of this spiritually historic 
yeer, are we not, each one, wherever ne may be acress the length and 
breadth of this widely scattered and diverse AfricBn Community- of the Most 
Great Name, called upon to turn to the years ahead with an ever-increas
ing consciousness of the immeasurable privilege which is ours in serving 
Him in this Day end with complete dedication to the tremendous responsi-
bilities which this privilege implies't · 
~~MKR·A :~ 1:n a .cable.gram dated March 3rd, and destined t. o excite. the joy 
---. _r of every Baha'i in Africa~ our Guardian announced the appointment 
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of seven add.i tj or.:..l Hands of the Ctic;.sc of God, bringing the total to 19. 
A':!ong these chosE .. :.: nn~;;; ~ and. th-3 first of the re.c.,ently appointed Hands 
ot· the Cause to ;y~ designated from the African Community, is our d~arly 
beloven Baha'i bh)t~er, Moussa Banani, of Kampala, Uganda, who with his 
devoted wife, Samiheh Khenum, was privileged auring Marqh to make an 
extended pilgrimage to the Holy Shrines. · 

All.9f us are warm~y ~~ateful t9 the Kampala Group for their gen
erous action expressed in r~1e following excerpts from a recent lettero 
"The dear Banams, after 24 days of an enviable pilgrimage to Haifa , 
have returned laden with wonderful news of our wonderful Guardian. We 
sat at their feet and jotted down· the nctes·~ou will find enclosedo As 
nne ryf the thipgs that the G"1ardian has asked of us is to keep in clo
sest touch with o~r fellow workers in Africa, we are starting ty send
ing these· notes to. the addres_ses we have.on the African Continent." 

. . 

AFRICAN In that same message of March.3rd, the Guardian announced the 
HAZIRA thrilling news that Moussa Banani, during his pilgrimage, was 

· directed to "undertake preliminary Jll.easures acquisition pro
perty Kampala serve local Haziratu'l-Quds ~ynchronize formation first 
.Assem";:;ly heart Africa, be regarded nucleus national administrative head
quarters Faith dest::..ned arise morrow formatj on Natj_onal Spiritual Assem
bly Central,. Ea stern terri. tori es African Continent." . Already n~ws has 
reached us rrom tha British Nat:i;onal AsseTr.bly. that the.· propertY' to be 
purchAsed for the future Hazir& -in Kc~:ipala ~·Jill cost approximately 
£5.500. ond that the Guardian has sent the i'irst contribution of · 
$6~000. (£2,142.). All of the believers in lhe five NAt~onal Communi
ties ~articipating in the African Project, are being given the honour o~ 
contributing to this historic edifice. All of us here in Africa are 

·asked to send our contributions direct to Mr. Banani, who has been desi
gnated by the Guardian .'.1S the treasurer of ~is Fund. TL.e pm'chFise of 
this property ls a living SY!Jlbol of the emerging Community of Africa; 
let us arise to demonstrate by our united gi7ing that this new contin
ent-wide Commu~i ty. of ours has vigour a~d -~ c+.p?c~ ty for sacrifice even 
beiond our.estimation and knowledge of its qualities. Send your con
tributions. to: Mr· Moussa Banani, Pioneering Private Bag., Kampala, 
Ugenda, EP.st Africa. ~ · 

LIBYA Exci t~ng new~ hes rea,ched us~ both ~;'01ll Eg:ypt ~nd _from Mahm~11.d 
OPENED H"Q.ssei.n Ismaili one of our Be.ha 'i friends in. Tripoli tania, ttiat 

.Dr. Hussein Go lestaneh, of Cairo, hPs now arrived at his pion
eer post in Bengha_ zi 1 Libya, a~d that ·he i~ ·busy making ·efforts to esta
blish himself tfiere in· the medical profession. Dr. Gollestaneh, 29 
yet:irs of age, A grad1:1Ate 9f. Cairo Universi ~y ,. and a member of on~ of. 
"Egypt's oldest BAhP 'i families, formerly lived a.nd taught the Faith in 
the southern Sudan and has long been an active member of the EgyptiRn 
··NP.tionAl Youth Cammi ttee. Dro Gollestaneh now becomes not only the 
first Baha'i to· settle on Libyan soil, but also the first Ee;yptian 
belieyer to_ pioneer in ~ne of the territories_ of _ J\.frioa ~.ss1gned by the 
Guardian to Egypt. We Joyfully w~lcome Hussein to the pioneer field 
and. eagerly loo~ forward tc the entr:{ 9f many ,more of. the E$ypt~an f;ri .. 
ends into the pioneer ranks·of the Africa ProJect during this, its 
second and final year. · · 
ASSEMBLY Ever since the pioneers begaq to congregate in Kampala · Eind 
ST~1.TUS Dar-es-Salaam teri mo.nths ·ago, th.er~ has t>een enthusiastic, 
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diffr;.se the Teachinr.:s of their belovtd Faith and to fill the heHrt of their 
Guardian with gladn8ss and satisfaction. Several times in recent months 
the Guardian has in~:icated informally that he looks forward with happiness 
to the day, soon at hand, when Spiritual AEsemblies in these cRpital cities 
of EPst Africa cen be formed. Now, in a cablegram to the British National 
Assembly, on February 2nd, he states, "Advise build uu Kenya. Urge for- · 
mAtion ·Assemblies KF.lmpAlA, l)Pr-es-Salaam. 11 

Long before these words reached the two Groups, plans t=md teaching 
Activities hBd set in motion for the fulfillment of this wish. In KAmpa.1.a, 
Frederick BigabwA And Crispian Kajubi, the first African believers of the 
Plan, have eagerly acceptea the responsibility of teaching several of the 
firmly Httracted contacts at a. class conducted entirely in their own lA~g~~
rge, BugRnda. In Dar-es-SalaRm, a special study-class on the .fundHmentAl 
tenets and principles of the Faith has been inaugurateu for six of the 
closest friends of the Faith. Bo·~h Communities are confident that with the 
prPyers of all the friends in Africa the~r efforts will be blessed. 
r·~oNBER From the :pilgrims' notes of :Mr. end Mrs. Banani, one 
RESPONSIBILITIES vital sentence ste.nds out to enlighten f.lnd guide €111 

those who have been drawn to the pioneer field in Africa. 
"The pioneers hAye four respo~sibilities,_devotlon, detachment, stei:id
fpstness, and unity." Let this message fill. the hearts· of all who labour 
here with new strength and reEolve. · 
PIONEBRS From the American BPha'i News and the British National Assembly 
EN ROUTE News Sheet, we gleAn the· joyful information that Prof. And Mrs. · 

. . Rex C9lli?on of Geyserville, California, U.S. A. , ar~ en :rou ~e 'ft'., 
their pioneer post in Kampala, Uganda. They have tre.velled VJ.fl Britain FL.~-.:.. 
hP.ve met with the friends in London at the New Ruz FeAst f!nd he.ve helped 
with the te~wh..ing work there HS we 11. 

Mr. Bnd Mrs. Collison, be-lievers with mFmy yet=irs of rich BahA'i e~:per
ience on the Geyserville Spiritual Assembly, Bt the Geyserville Bt=1he. 'i . 
Summer School, and in the teAching field in Northern CaliforniA, come to 
Africa under the Buspices of the United States i\fricA Committee end are the 
third f!nd forth American believers to pioneer within the f!.fricR. project, the 
first two being Ethel Stevens in the Gold Coast andWilliHm Foster in 
Liberia. 
PIONEER NEWS These words quoted from a recent letter from Eric in Northern 
ERIG~ Rhodesia tell the story of his pioneer blessings, ''The Fidd-

ress above is that of the P.W.D. by whom I am now employed as 
a Building Foremen (Electrician). I was en~aged in Lusaka and posted imme
diately to Livingstone. I Am in single living qu~rters and Terry is with 
me. He hAs started school here P.nd does quite well. He has been very 
'game' P.11 Along, i:ind I am most grateful that he is with me •• We were in 

Lusakt=1, the capital, for a week, an~ there is little to tell of it ~s it 
can be thoroughly viewed on foot in half an hour .• Yes, we hA.ve seen the 
Victoria Falls, by bus lFlst Sunday, And they are awesome beyond my descri
ption .• Of course, people here know that I am a BAhA'i; so my Actions must 
be befitting. My trust is in Baha 'u 'llah, who will surely show the way. 11 

Eric's new 11ddress is Box 7, Livingstone, }Torthern Rhodesia, East Africa. 
ETHEL STEVENS From Kumasi in the Gold Coast;· Ethel Stevens vvrites.of' he:·· 
-- · job AS a domestic science tercher at the Kumasi College of 

Technology and of her efforts to. demonstrate through the ©Afnan Library Trust, 2025



.... 
exrmt?le of her J.ife ~l:le. f.".J_J:·j,0us ;)rinc.i.)les .. of our Faith. . Pione~ri'hg ., 
entirely alone, :' :~~:-o e1L G~~n t f rem fr3.t' husbana, home Pnd f am1ly, "E cnel 
recp. ests the -prf'y.:.:'s of all the friends fnr the m3ny tests and trials 
which haire lru.n Al(.,•r.:.g her pat!.i of service, trials which .11re her sacrifice 
Rhd her richest blessing, the blessing of every B~ha'i ~ho toils alone in 
some fAr-distAnt corner of His vineyard. Ethel is mnst anxious to c1rr
espoud with the mRny BAha 'j_s scPttered acros5 AfricP, and to ex~l1enge 
with them news And the spi~r~~nFil joy of meeting new friends. Please, 
write to: Mrs. Eth0l Stever .. ~;, C/o Kumasi College of· Technology, Kumasi.~. 
Gold. c t w t /• ·.• . c OFlS, .wes ~··~ri R. 

TED CARDELL With his beaming smile and ever-ready· c·Bmera, Ted Cardell, 
-~-~~of Nairobi, Kenya, descended on the Dar-es-Sal8Am Community 
in March for five wonderful, joy-filled days of Baha'i fellowship. 
TrAvelling on Fl. photographic tour of Zanzibsr and DFir-es-Sala~m for his 
pAper, Ted hPd mAny interesting stories to tell of the numerous And 
varied cgntAf,ts he hPs been e.ble to make for the Faith sintte his arrival 
·:n East Afriea. Through his work, socif'l contacts· And pBrticipetion in 
the P.ctivi ties of several inter-rAcial rssoci.ations, Tea hf.ls succeeded 
in successfully establishing himself in his r::Loneer- post. 

Ted has developed an interesting cont1=1ct techn:l.que whioh combines 
the two all-importHnt f11ctors in teAching, sociBbili ty ~nd instruction. 
Ever:y Sunday Ted tr-if(e s P. cPrlo1:1a. of young !:'ricP..n men on A picnic with 
him into the Kenya countryside. Whi} ·;-' drivi:1g Bnd later eFiting and 
enjoying -~.he beauties of nAture, Ted hHs been Able to tell them a consi
der8ble Rmount about the FAi th ::ind grP.dually stimul8 ted their continuing 
interest in it. 

While in DBr, Ted greatly assisted with the teaching work of the· 
Community there by the ccmbination of his infarm~li ty, friendliness And 
rich sense of humour 8nd his serious, sincere Arrl informetive talks about 
the importance of the Faith And· of every person's investigAtions of it. 
In a recent letter Ted speaks of hisvisi t, "Ii ls difficult for me to 
express the grHtitude Pnd hBppiness I feel Rt the bounty which BahP'u'
llah hi=is bestowed upon me in granti~ the blessing of a few preci01 s 

·days with you ell. Only those who have been isolated from the presence 
of the Baha'is can ever understand •• Little did I realize the tempo 
which life had.reached during those few days .. I was particularly ~lad to 
meet so meny Afric8ns in your homes and especi8lly was impressed with 

· their interest Bnd nAturf'.llness when dis.cussing 7-he beloved Message of 
BAhP 'u 'llflh, Pnd their hA"ppy confidence of a loving welcome Ei.t all times. 
May Baha'u'llah grant.great confirmations to all your lovirtg devotion and 
service ~nd enRbl~ you t9 compl~te your Assem91y in time for RidvP.n, for 
such fruits especially will delight our Guardian's heart. 0 

Ted's selfless labours hAve been richly rewarded, for he hF's now 
written, "I found a telegram aweitin~ my return, 'Pilg:rimege permitted, 
Shoghi. ' I hAve now asked the G11ardian' s permission for a 19 day stEty 
t0 complete the f.hotography of t:1e Shrines nnd am awAi ting his reply wj_ t~." 
a longing heert. 1 The entire Baha'i world will most certAinly reap a 
rich benefit from Ted's forthcoming visit to Haifa at Ridven this year, 
for his benutiful photogra.,hs will assuredly bring joy And inspiration 
to Rll our heA.rts. 
INTRODUCTIONS In order that all of us living in AfricP cF'n come to know 

and love e~ch other better and that we cen begin to 
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v-5 .L>::1-1J.·~~e cur:;:"-:: •.r--. -~c 1_;:11· l~(.:f!"llL:i.ili U."-~ s. as L:~ti:::gr~q P.?-l't:3 of or!~ cl.y:1211~11ic, 
r·1y_p:;_dly expp:1d:c]".":./ .: .... :_t::.c . .::nt-w.Lde Cc:r,r!lum ty of Baha u lla.t1, we p1811. rrom 
time to time to i'"~r·oduce to you all, through th0 pages of A:t'rica News, 
some of the Communities and i:olated believers who are lnbouring for his 
CPilse in U'rica. This month we invite you to meet the L."'iertds in: . . - . . . . 

ETID~OPIA. ·The Addis /l.beba. Sniri tuPi° Ass~'rnbly .. members were -attere.d dur
ing the Etheopien war. for ··a time Rnd t:he't Assembly temporarily dissolved. 
In 1945, the Comrnuni ty grithered once agR1n .to reconstitute its Assembi.'·.; 
Phd since thPt time, this stAunch little group of believers h~s steed·-·· 
fastly c::irried on its activities and tef.lcning work 11nd _has enlarged its 
numbers ~nd deepened its roots in the' soi~ of Etheopi.A. 

r. SRbri Elias, who hrs f::ii~hfull;y pioneered in Addis f ... be·t:Ja for a total · 
period of severi years now writes this interesting account of the Comm.u
nity there. "Our number is 14 5.n the capital city wi.tn a few believers 
in other p8rts of the country. We hBve in olir Community .re-presentA.tives "I 
of many n~tionPlities; Etheopian, Egyptian, SudPnese, ArPbs from Yemen, 
American and Cz~choslovakiRn. Every fortni~ht. we h9J:d e ~eRching meetiil-$·.· 
One such gAt;rering wes held to commemorate· .,he pRssing or' our dear Bflha i 
brother Louis. Gregory. A CRblegrAm was sent to the National Spiritual 
issembly of the United StBtes on thet ocGasion in expre$sion of our con
dolence •. Our AmericPn brother, :Mr. David Talbot, who accepted the Faith 
in Addis AbebP., is one· of our most enthusiastic be;l.ievers Bnd .. ha.s1~ deli
vered many valueble lectures at our meetings. He is _now: acting as our 
foreign correspondent. We hRve racently ·been honour~d QY~· a yisit from· 
Mrs. J\.smA Bikar, one of .the first women to serve on the. Qairo Sp:iritnal 
·Assembly, who was he1"'e visiting her .sister, the wife of· Mx •. Gila MBkhaiJ ~ 
our Ch8irman. The language difficulty in our consultation periods is 
off-set by -our love for tb,e Ceuse and the spirit of harmony which ani
mPtes our meetings." 

·ANGOLA Living and rAdiating a truly devoted Baha'i spirit are our two 
believers in LuandA, Angola, in the south-west quRdrant of the 

continent. AngolA is a Portuguese colonial possession,· A.nd it was in 
Lisbon, Portugal, that Senhora D. Ema Guedes de Melo Rocha and Senhora D. 
Laura Rodriques first heard of the Faith and studied its teAchings with 
the help of the Lisbon Spiritual Assembly and Community. Here is· one 
striking exAmple of the WAY in which the work of every teaching plan 
overlaps and assists in teaching projects in other ~arts of the world. 
The AmericPn pioneers And the Portuguese believers in Lisbon, working 
under the EuropePn TeAching Committee of America, have now Assisted in 
the opening of yet Another territory of AfricR to the Mes~i:-ge· of 
BAha'u'llah. . · 

Senhora D. Ema Guedes de Melo Rocha writes, "I have received your 
bulletins, Rnd I have 'just begun to understand A little English. I wish 
to leP.rn more of it so thRt we CAn convey to eAch other our love. I 
think you very much And wish that our Feith IDRY spread far and wide so 
that the Cause of B1-1ha 'u 'llah mAy be known throughout the world .. While 
spending my holidPys in Lisbon, I came across an Americr.n lady who lived 
in the SP.me hotel as myself and with whom I sympathized immensely. She 
invited me rnAny times to her place, and the first few lessons in the 
Brha'i Faith filled my heao with pleasure. Little by little, I starte<~ 
to s·tudy tlie books so kindly sent to me. I. beg rm to recognize .And love 
the TePch.ings of Bahe. 'u 'llah. I have now become a l3ehA 'i, and my childrel1 
hPve mAny BPha 'i friends in Lisbon ~nd in ·America too .. At the moment 

·- -·-~- ···--··---·~'·----· -· _ .... 1 
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6·we Are just two Baha'is in Luanda and our activities are made known to a 
few of our friends through the pamphlets And books. I have faith that our 
Cause will be recognized And appreciated and later on we shAll not just 
be two people but one lArge fAm1ly. I hAve a daughter in London maITied 
to Pn English doctor, and she visited the London Baha'iCentre arrl was 
very well reoei ved. With love to you all." . 
MES9AGES FROM The KP-mpal9 friends were honoured to receive recently two 
THE GUARDIAN letters from our beloved Guardian, from which·excer~ts 

concerning the Africa Project are qi oted below. · 
ThroU§h the Guardian's Secreto;cy. ,_Tanuttri 1, 1952. 

ii The privilege you i:ire. all. ha vi~ of servi~ there (in Af'ricfl) is 
very great; however, so mer1tc~1ous isthis service in the eyes of Beha'u'
llah1 th8t His bounties and blessings seem to °t'e visibly. showering· upon . 
you~ all. .:· 

11 '11he Guardian hopes that the ld'rica Conference will be an outstand
ing success ~nd thfl t there may te many ne$ro and white /~ricAn Baha 'is 
~ttending it as of right, on their own soil." · 

11Pleese, tell the new believers that the Guardian extends his per
sonAl welcome to them into the service of the Faith of BAhA'u'llah, and 
Pssure2 them thAt he is pra~ng that they mRy render this Cause, which 
hAs been brought to them by loving end devoted hearts from overseas, great 
services, end th~t ~hey ~ay be. the means of Attractiµg meny more of their 
countrymen to this ~essage, whict c~n Alone insure the peace Pnd brother-
hood of m~mkind." · 
In the Gunrdian' s own he.Y' d. 
. "May .the Almighty whose Faith you are promotiIJ.g with· such zeAl devo-
tion end exemplary perseverance and couragei reward you abundAntly for 1 

your truly meritorious, historic and ve.lue.b e labours, gilicle Pnd sustain 
you continunlly, rnd aid you to consolidAte your achievements and win 1 
greet and memorable victories in the service of His glorious Faith. 
Your true ~na g:ee teful brother, Shoghi. 
Throu~h the GuArdiAn's Secretary. February 6, 1952. 

It hPs brought the gre~test joy to his heart to h~ve these dear 
believers (Mr. Pna Mrs. Banani) here; eni he is prolonging their pilgri
mege in order to discuss .thoroughly with them the work being done in 
Ugandai and indeed in Africa~ a workto which he f.lttaches the greatest 
possib e import~nce. . · 

"A source· of deep joy and satisfaction was the news of the decla
ration of Mr. Crispian l{ejubi tnd Mr. Fred B~~abw~. He was s9 pleased to 
heve photopr~phs of them, Pnd he has· placed ·1,hem in the Mans:t.on, an the 
two first Baha'is in Ugende representative oi' the tribes of the.t country." 

''The Gu8rdian feels sure that, with wisdom, dedice.tion, tact and pra
yer, :"your Group will be able to spreAd this Divine MessAge there to the 
peoples of ell r~ces; Pnd l~y, not only a lasting foundRtion for your own 
Communit1, but prepPre the way for the great All-Africa TeQchirv6 Confer
ence, which will be held there :in 1953, And to which the Baha'is nll over 
tho world are Alrendy looking f'o:cward with such eagerness. 
In the Guardi~n's own hRnd. · 

"Mey the spirit of BAhEi'u'lle.h powerfully sust~in you in your high 
endeAvours, Pid youto extend r8pidly the re.nge of your historic Rnd meri_t
orious accomplishments, ~nd lend s tremendous impetus to the onward marcn 
of our beloved Faith in thF\t vast and promising continent. Your true 
brother, Shoghi. ©Afnan Library Trust, 2025




