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Tablet of General Instruction

Translsted of Ahdul
U‘,Nzw Baha on August 4th, 1008, at Mt. Carmel, by Dr.

“To be read by the friends of God In
the East and the West.
Upon them be Baha'o'llah El Abha!
He Is God!

0! Ye people of the Kingdom of Abha !

There are two Influences tending to-
ward prosperity and progress which
emanate from the forefront of advance-
ment of the world of humanity. They
remind the negligent, awaken them that
sleep, glve slght to the blind, hearing
to the deaf, power of utterance to the
mutes and life to the dead.

One ls the influence of civilization,
that development of the world of natore
that concerns the material life of man.
It promotes physical advancement and
cultivates the social virtues. The laws
and deductlons of science, so0 indis-
pensable to progress, are the product of
the lofty thoughts of sound minds, the
accumulated results of the efforts of
ancient and modern scholars. The most
effectlve power for the promotion and
dissemination of this influence is just
government.

The other is the divine influence of
God, the boly and spiritual revelations.
They Insure eternal glory, everlasting
happiness, the lllumination of the world,
the appearance of merciful phenomena
in the world of humanity, and perpetual
life. The fundamental basis thereof is
the teachings and the precepts of the
prophets, the dictates and attractions of
the consclence, which belong to the realm
of morallity. Like unto the lamy they
Hght and brighten the depths and re-

A5 cesses of human realities. The eifectlve
power of this Is the Word of God.

‘But the advancement of civilization,
material perfections nnd human virtues
will bear no frult or result unless joined
to the spiritual perfections, merciful
qualities and sound morals, and the
happiness of the human world, which
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is the original goal, will not be at-
talned. For although through the ad-
vancement of civilization and the adorn-
ment and refinement of the material
world, hapiness is realized, and the
slght of hopes fulfilled in perfect beauty
winsg the heart, yet, concomitantly,
great dangers, severe ordeals and awful
catastrophes are Involved.

Now, when ye behold the order and
regularity of countries, citles and vil-
lages; the attractive adornment, the
delleacy of the blessings, the suitabRity
of Implements, the ease of transporta-
tion and traveling, the extension of
knowledge of the facts of the world
of nature, the great inventions and gi-
gantle undertakings and the filne and
artistle discoverles, ye shall say that
civillzation Is the cause of happiness
and the development of the human
world.

Yet agaln, when ye glance over the
inventions of infernal instruments of
destroction, the creation of the forces
of ruin, the discovery of fiery means
which eut at the root of life, it becomes
plainly evident that civilization is twin
with savagery and a concomitant there-
of, unless material civilization be aided
by divine guidance, merciful appearance,
heavenly thoughts, and become joined
to the spiritual states, the perfections
ot the Kingdom, and the divine bounties.

Now conslder how the most civilized
and populous countries of the world
have become storehouses of infernal
articles (guns, etc.), the dominions of
the world barracks of great war, the
nations of the world armed hosts, and
the kings thereof commanding generals
of the battlefield. Thus hath the human
waorld fallen into a great calamity!

Therefore this clvilization and ma-
terial development must be led by the
Great Guidance; the mundane world
must be made the place of the appear-
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ance of the bountles of the kingdom;
material advancement must be made
twin with merciful revelation. Thus
may the human world appear as the
representative of the Assembly In the
plane of exletence, and the exposition
of divine evidence may reveal itself in
the greatest sweetness and loveliness.
Thus may eternal happiness and glory
find realization.

Praise be to God! For centuries and
eycles the banner of civilization has
been raised, the human world has day
by day advanced and developed, the
material world has flourished and out-
wiard perfections increased until now
the world of human existence has at-
tained great capacity for the spiritusl
teachings and the divine summons.

To illostrate: wben a suckling babe
has passed through the material grades
and has attained physical growth and
development, the body has reached the
grade of maturity and attained capac-
ity for the manifestation of ideal per-
fections and intellectunl virtoes. Then
the signs of the endowment of percep-
tion, intelligence and Eknowledge, and
the spiritual forces appoear.

Likewise in the general world, when
mankind has made physical develop-
ment, traveled through the grades of
¢ivilization and attained the buman
wonders, virtues and epdowments in
their most consummate form, it has at-
tained capacity for the appearance and
extenslon of the spiritual divine perfec-

tions and obtained worthiness for hear--
- gtate of greatest friendliness, and fel-

Ing the divine summons,

Then the ensign of the Kingdom was
ralsed, spiritual virtues and perfections
became manifest, the sun of reality
arose, the light of the Most Great Peace
dawned, the gsolidarity of the human
world was realized. We hope that the
day become intensified and these ideal
radiation of these lights may day by
virtues magnified. Thus may the great
achievement of the human world become
evident and manifest, and the beloved
of the Love of God may become with
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the utmost sweetness and beanty the
representatives of the Assemblage.

0, ye friends of God! Know ye verily
that the happiness of the world of huo-
munity is dependent upon the unity and
solidarity of mankind, and that material
and spiriteal progress both rest upon
universal friendliness and love among
buman Individuals.

“Qonsider other living beings: that is
to say the snimals that graze, or fly,
and those that are feroclouns. The in-
dividoal of every ferocious kind is sep-
arated from It8 kin and the members
of the same specles, and lives in loneli-
ness. They exercise the utmost oppo-
gitlon and feroclty towards each other,
When they chance to meet they Im-
medintely engoge in contention and
fighting and use thelr claws and sharpen
their teeth by ferocity, such as atrocious
lions or bloodthirsty wolves. Thus do
the ferocious animals that live solitarily
and fight for thelr living.

But as to the tame, domestlec animals
of gond nature and pure temperaments
such as those that fiy and those that
graze, they associate with each other
with the utmost love, and company by
company they live together. They spend
their time In the greatest happiness, joy
and gladness. The thankful birds which
are content with a few grains, practice
the ntmost joyoueness towards one an-
othér and sing myriads of melodie® upon
the pleasant plains, mountains and wval-
leys. Likewise the animals that graze,
like the sheep, deer and rabblt, live in a

lowship with bappiness and unity in
the pasturage of the green tablelands
But the dogs, wolves, tigers and the
bloodthirety byenos ﬂnﬂ other ferocious
animals shun each other and wander
lonely after thelr prey. Even when the
animals that graze and fly come to each
others nest or den, there I8 no opposi-
tion and estrangement manifested, nay
rather they treat one another with the
utmost friendliness and affection. On
the contrary, when a feroclious animal

=
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approaches the den of one of Its kind,
the two engage in contention. Ewven if
one passes thropgh the neighborhood of
the other, it I8 at once attacked and
if possible destroyed.

Therefore it becomes evident that
friendliness and love even in the animal
kingdom are the result of good nature,
pure temperament and gentle behavior;
while discord and estrangement char-
acterlze the feroclons brutes of the
plains.

The Almighty God bas not created in
man the elaws and teeth of the lion,
nay the human existence {8 made and
fashioned after the best form and for
the most consummate [onate virtues,
Therefore it behooves man In homage
for this creation and gratitude for thils
bestowal that be should exerclse friend-
ship and love for his kind, nay more,
he should treat all living belngs with
justice and equity.

Agaln consider that the comfort, joy,
rest and happiness of mankind come
from love and unity; that contentlons
and disputes are the greatest causes of
distress, misery, tribulation and unhap-
piness, But a thousand times alas! that
humanity I8 lgnorant and negligent con-
cerning these matters, and every day
becomes metnmorphosed Into the char-
acter of a savage animal, one day a
ferocious tiger, again a coiling and re-
pulsive serpent.

The sublimity of man is derived from
the qualities and virtnes which char-
acterlze the angels of the Supreme
Coneourse. Therefore when good quall-
tles and virtuous attributes appear in
man, he 18 verily a heavenly personage,
an angel of the Kingdom, a divine
reality, a merciful manifestation. And
when he does conmtend and thirst for
blood, he exceeds in ferocity the basest
of brutes, for while the bloodthirsty
wolf will devour one sheep In the night,
In that time man will make away with

For man has two aspects: one the
sublimity of nature and Intellectual
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quoalities, and the other the base animal-
ity and imperfections of passion.

If you travel through the continents
and countries of the world, you will
see on one side, the silgns of ruin and
destruction and, on the other, the signs
and monuments of clvilization and con-
struction. As to the ruln and destrue-
tion, they are the signs of confention
and discord. of war and batile. But
order and construction are the results
of the virtues of friendliness and con-
cord.

Af one travel In the central desert of
Agia, he will observe how many cities
as great and populous as Paris or Lon-
don have been ruined, From the Cas-
plan Bea to the River Oxus naught Is
to be seem mave forlorm and deserted
prairies and deserts. The Russian Rall-
way (the Trons-Casplan R. R.) takes
twe days and two nights to traverse
the ruined cities and destroyed villages
of that desert. There was a time when
that land was very populous and In
the highest state of cilvllization and de-
velopment ; sclence and knowledge were
widespread, the arts and professions es-
tablished, commerce and agriculture
were In the utmost state of perfection,
and ecivil government and politics well
organized. Now, all this great region Is
the habitation of desolation and shelters
only the nomadic Turkoman tribes and
the wandering beasts of prey. The
cities of that land, as Gorgan, Tassa,
Abiavard and Shahrastan, were once
famous in the world for sclences, knowl-
edge, professions, wonders, wealth,
greatness, happiness and virtwe, Now,
no voice or murmur I8 to be heard In
all that land save the roar of ferocious
brutes, and naught to be seen save the
wandering wolves,

This ruin and destruoction was oecen-
sioned by the battles and murders of
the wars between Iran (Persia) and
durkan, which had become different in
customs and rellglon. Their godless
leaders made public property of the
bleod, the belongings and the privacy
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of each other. This I8 the exposition
of ong Instance,

Then, when ye travel through the
world and observe it, ye shall find all
constroctiveness and progressiveness to
be signs of friendliness and love, and
all destructiveness and ruin the results
of hatred and enmity.

Notwithstanding this obvious fact the
human world does not take warning nor
wike up from Its sleep of negligence,
Men gtill engage In discord and conten-
tion; they organize armed forces and
long to charge on the battlefield.

Agnin, consider organization and de-
composition, existence and non-exist-
ence. Every belng is composed of many
different constitvents; the existence of
everything Is the expression of organl-
gation. That I8 to say: when by divine
genesis organization of certain elements
occurs, a4 belng Is produced. All ex-
Istent belngs are after this fashion,
But when a defect appears in that com-
pound and decomposition sets in, the
parts separate and that belng disinte-
grates and becomes non-existent.  Thus
anuibilntion of things 18 an expression
of thelr decomposition and disintegra-
tion. The afinity and organization of
the elements makes posgible the exist-
ence of death.

To sum up: the attraction and af-
finity of things are the cause of fructl-
fication and production, and estrange-
ment and disunion among things the
canse¢ of death and annihilation. By
attraction and affinity all living beings
guch as plants, anlmals and men are

trangement dissolution results apd amp-

nihilation follows. Verlly the life of
the buman world is that which is con-
duclve to unity, attractlon and concord
of mankind.

When ye pass a farm and observe a
prosperous plantation with symmetry
and beanty, full of plants and flowers
with an organlzed community, ye see
proof of the fact that the farm and
garden are under the care and culti-
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vation of a skillful farmer; but if ye
g2 confosion and disorder, it is an
evidence that the place Is bereft of the
care of the gardener and a wild and
uncultivated plantation results

Therefore it is evident that uniiy and
concord are the result of the education
of the Real Educator, while separation
and dissension are evidence of savagery
and the lack of the training of God.

If an opponent object, saying: The
natlons, peoples, tribes and sects of the
world have different ethics, morals, con-
ducts, tastes and temperaments and
their thoughts and opinions vary, how
then can real unity become realized or
absolute accord among humanity be es-
tablished ?

We will say that difference (or dis-
agreement) 18 of two kinds: one sort
is the cause of annihllation and that is
like the disagreement of warring na-
tions and fighting tribes who destroy
one another, ruln homes and cause com-
fort and peace to depart, exhibiting
feroclty and bloodthirstiness. The other
difference (or disagreement) is an ex-
presglon of variety, that is itself per-
fectlon, and the means of manifesting
the graces of the All-Glorious.

Look at the flowers of the gardens.
Although members of different families,
having varlous colors, different forms
and shapes, yet because they absorb the
self same water and grow and thrive
by the same breeze and are reared by
the same heat and light of the one sun,
this difference and warlety produces
greater beauty and grace and each ap-
pears more beautiful by conirast with

When the complete proof which is
the effectiveness of the Word of God
obtnins, this difference in natures,
ethles, hablits and thoughts resuolts in
the diversification and adornment of the
human world, Moreover this difference
and wvarlety Is Inherent and innate in
the parts and members of man which
afford the means for revealing perfee-
tions, and since these members and parts
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(of the human organism) are under
the control of the King of the Spirlt,
the Spirit Interpenetrates the parts and
governs even the velns and arterles,
This difference and variety then 18 no
barrier to oneness and love governed
by the Spirit. This plurality is indeed
the greatest power of unity.

Should a garden have its trees with
their branches, leaves, blossoms and
fruit all of one kind, color, shape and
arrangement it would have no beauty
and sweetness whatever, But if it pos-
sess various hoes, different leaves, blos-
soms and frults, each will intensify the
decorative effect and beauty of the
other. The garden will become perfect
and excel In beauty, delicacy, freshness,
sweetness and magnificence,

Likewise the difference and varlety
of thoughts, opinions, morals and tem-
peraments of the human world when
under the guidance of the One Power
and the influence of the Word of One-
ness, will shine forth with the utmost
greatness, beauty, subllmity and perfec-
tion.

Today no power save the great power
of the Word of God, which comprehends
the realities of things, can gather to-
gether under the shade of the same tree,
the minds and hearts of the world of
homanity. It I8 the motive power of
all things; it is the mover of souls and
the controller and governor of the
human world.

Praise be to God! Today the light
of the Word of God shines upon all
horizons. From every nation, tribe and
denomination, souls are coming under
the Influnence of the Word (of God) and
bave agreed and united with the ntmost
concord and bharmony.

Many an assembly shall be organized
whose members will be representatives

~ of different nations, tribes and peoples.

If one attend such a meeting, he will
be surprised and will imagine that those
present are of one birth and nation,
ong people with the same thoughts and
opinfong, when, as a matter of fact, one
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Is an American, another Eurepean; one
from Hindustan (India), ancther from
Turkestan; one an Arab, another
a Tajik; one Persian, another Greek.
Notwithstanding this they consort to-
gether with joy and sing together in
the utmost unity, harmony, love and
eolidarity in liberty and wisdom. This
Is through the effect of the Word of
God.

If all the powers of the world should
aonvene, they could not organize an
asgembly llke unto these assemblies.
Here with such remarkable love, attrac-
tion and gzeal, différent people unite in
one assembly and raise their voices
In unison in the center of the world
They cause the abolishment of war and
murder, and the reallzation (and es-
tablishment) of universal peace, and the
friendliness and unity of the world of
humanlty. Can any power withstand
the power of the Word of God? No,
verlly, the proof is clear and the evi-
dence complete. If a soul open the eye
of equity, he will become amazed and
surprised and will testify justly that all
the nations and peoples of the world
should be grateful and thankfual to the
Teachings of Baha'o'llah: for these
Teachings make tame every feroclous
animal, give speed to those that only
move, transform homan souls Into
angels of heaven and make the world
of humanity the center of the manifes-
tation of mercy. All are compelled
thereby to obey and be loyal to the
government,

Today no kingdom in all the world
is confidlent and at ease, for security
and confidence have disappeared from
humanity. Kings and sobjects are allke
in danger.

The sect today which obeys the gov-
ernment with perfect religions honesty,
and practices the utmost Integrity to-
wards the natlons Is this oppressed
sect. The proof thereof is the Tollow-
ing: All the tribes in Persla and Tur-
kestan are thinking of their own petly
Interestz; if they obey the zovernment
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it Is elther with the hope of favor or
through fear of punishment. But the
Bahnls are well wishers of and obedlent

“to the powers (or governments) and

are Joving and kind to all the nations.
This obedience and adherence are en-
Joined as duties upon all by the Beauty
of Abha (Baha'o'llah) In clear texts,
Therefore in compliance with the com-

- mandment of God they practice the

ntmost honesty and good-will toward

 the governments. If any man commit
@ wrong against the government he

must hold himself responsible before
God and consider himself a sinner de-
serving of punishment. Notwithstand-
ing this It Is amazing bow some of the
ministers of (political) affalrs acconnt
- all other sects well dlsposed, but the
 Bahals i1l disposed.

ght Praige be to God! (An expression of

~  wonder when thus used.) In these lat-

ter days when a great general uprising
and commotion took place In Teheran
~and other cities of Iran (Persia), it was
clearly evidenced that not a single
Bahal Ioterfered in these affairs nor

~troubled the populace, and for this
" reason they were blamed and eriticised

by others, for they had obeyed the
Blessed Beauty (Baha'o'llah) and in-
terfered not at all in political matters
nor disturbed any sect. They were oc-
cupled with their own affairs, trades
and professions.

Al the friends of God testify that
~ Abdul Baha is entirely true to, and

exhibits good-will toward the govern-
ments and nations of the world, es-
pecially, the two sublime governments
of the BEast (Persia and Turkey), for
these two countries were respectively
~ the native land and habltation of His
' Holiness, Baha'o'llah, In all the epis-
tles and writings He has commended
and praiged the two sublime kingdoms,

and has asked ald for them from the
Threshold of Oneness. The Beauty of
Abha (may my soul be a sacrifice for
His beloved!) prayed in behalf of their
m#jestles, the two soverelgns (the Shah
and the Bultan). Pralse be to God!
Notwithstanding these declsive argu-
ments, each day an event oceurs and
difficulties appear. But we and the be-
loved of God must not grow lax in the
least In our honesty and good-will, nay
rother in  the utmost devotion and
trustworthiness remain steadfast in our
sincerity and engage In philanthropie
prayers.

O ye beloved of God! These days
are the time for firmness and the period
for steadfasiness and constancy in the
Cause of God. You must not look upon
the personality of Abdul Baha, for He
will eventually bid ye farewell. Nay,
ye must observe the Word of God. If
the Word of God Is In the ascendant,
be ye happy, joyous and thankful, even
if Abdul Baha be under a sword or
benenth fetters and chains; for impor-
tance i8 in the Holy Temple of the
Cause of God, and not In the physical
mould of Abdul Baha.

The beloved of God must be con-
firmed with such a firmness that if
every moment a hundred ke Abdul
Baha become the target of arrows, no
change should occur in thelr decision
or Intention, no transformation in their
zenl or attraction to God, and no abate-
ment In their ocenpation in the service
of the Cause of God.

Abdul Baha iz the Bervant of the
Word of the Blessed Beauty and the
manifestation of absolute servitede in
the threshold of the Lord. He hss no
other station, grade, class or power.
This s my wutmost hope, my abiding
paradise, my Masjid Bl Aksa* (Most
Holy Sanctuary) and my Sadrat K
Montahat (Divine Guldance).

*Masjid El Akea, eriginally a Christian Church and afterwards tumed into a Mobam-
Mosque by the ph

medan
of the Moha

anclent times at the end of a road, to serve
tlone of God on earth.
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, attained great Importance in the devotional estimation

mmnedans,
fSadrat El Montha (the furthermost Tree) referred to a tree planted by the Arabs in

as & gulde. It usually refers to the Manifests-
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The great Manifestation was fulfilled
and consummated in the Blessed Beauty
of Abha, and His Holiness the Supreme
{(the great Bab) was the Herald of the
Blessed Beauty. (May my spirit be a
sacrifice to them!) Thus was it ended
and for a thousand years all shall re-
celve illumination from His lights and

obtain (favor) from the sea of His
favors.

O ye beloved of God! This is my
wish for ye and counsel to ye. Blessed
is he who is alded by God to comply
with what is writien in this leaf.

Upon ye be Baha'o'linh El Abha!

(Signed) Anour BAauA ABBAS."

The Mashrak-el-Azcar

Authorized statement by the Chicago House of Bpirltoality concerning the purchase of

the land for the Mashrak-¢l-ascar.

Ag there seems to be a general desire
to know the history and the detalls of
the purchase of the ground for the
Mashrak-el-azgear, your servanis, the
House of Bpirituality, wish to impart
this Information to the friends through
the BuLLETIN,

When It became known that Abdul
Baha wished a Temple bullt in Chicago,
some of the friends consulted an at-
torney to obtaln his advice regarding
the steps necessary to be taken to hold
property legally, He made a search
through the Bahal books and writings
and reported that he found the material
affnirs and administrative duoties were
to be handled by a body of men to be
electedd by the Assembly., Being In-
formed that such a body existed in the
House of Spirituality, he gave it as his
opinion that a meeting of the Assembly
gshould be called and the Hounse of
Spirituality and the members of It
chosen by the Assembly and invested
with power to hold property as trustees,
this proceeding being according to the

“aw in Illinofs.

A meeting after this order was called
and the House of Spirituality and the
members thereof were made trostees for

~the Assembly In the matter of the pur-

chase of the land.

While this was being done the friends
were bugy seeking to locate a sunitable
piece of ground, Some land was found

 on the South slde, near the lake, and
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some on the North side, and a friendly
rivalry sprang up, the members of the
House holding themselves as neutral as
possible in the discussions of the merits
of the various locations,

Meanwhile some money began to
come Into the treasury and it was found
we had 32,000 on hand. Then some of
the friends began to urge the House of
Spirituality to purchase some land—to
make a start somewhere—and for sev-
eral weeks a nomber of the mald-ger-
vants visited the meetingg (which are
held weekly) and insisted on aectlon,
argulng agalnst delay. The House of
Spiritoality held off, hoping the friends
would come Into unity on some location.
Let It be known that all these meetings
and negotiations were conducted with
the sweefest spirituality and wutmost
good will

About this time it was found that one
plece of land, much desired by some of
the friends, was divided Into lots and
that two of these lots belonged to a
party who wag anxious to sell and that
he would sell the two lots for £2,000,
which was considered a low price, as
the lots are large—as large as elght
lots in some parts of the eity.

This was presented to the Assembly
and the friends were asked if they
wished to have the trustees purchuse
this ground and wished to give them
authority so to do. Then, in the joy
of reallzation that we were about to

i
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purchase ground on which might be
erectedd the Mashrak-el-azear, all dif-
fering opinions and ideas seemed to melt
Into one and unity came, and the
trustees were authorized to purchase
these two lots.

The Houge of Spirituality, after con-
eultation, felt it wise to recommend to
the friends the purchase of this land
for various reasons, one of these rea-
sous, perhaps the least of all, being that
In case it should develop that this was
not the chosen land and some other
location be found later which should be
more acceptable, this land could be
readily converted into cash, and that Its
purchase was a s8afe Investment,

The House of Spiritnality wished to
be cautlous and protect the Interests of
all In the transaction, and to this end
it took title to the property temporarily
In the name of the Treasurer, the trans-
fer belng amply safegnarded so that in

case of future transfer, if other prop-
erty be found more suitable, there might
be mo cloud upon the title we could
give.

The matter will be left as it now I8
until the Conventlon I8 called and a
larger organlzation formed; and then
whatever this organlzgation shall decide
will be carried out. All the delibera-
tions of the House of Bpirituality have
been with a hope that some such or-
ganization of all the Assemblies in
America might be formed to carry this
great undertaking to a glorions consum-
mation.

We hope that the deliberations and
actions of the House of Spirituality will
find favor In the hearts of all the
friends, and that the fime will soon
arrive for the meeting of the Counven-
tion and that out of it a most perfect
organization may result,

Hovse oF BPIRITUALITY.

The Spiritual Table

“Thou proparest a table for me In the preamm ui mine enemlies: Thou anointest my

head with ofl} my cup runneth over."--—23d

The Word of God

“The Word of GOD Is the store
house of all good, all power and all
wisdom. The illiterate fishers and sav-
age Arnbs were thereby enabled to
solve such problems as were puzzles to
eminent sages all through the ages. It
awakens within us that brilliant In-
tultion which makes us Independent of
nll tultlon and endows us with an all-
embracing power of spiritual under-
standing. Many a soul, In the ark of
phillosophy, after froitless struggles, was
drownel in the sea of conflicting
theorles of cause and effect, while those
on board the eraft of simplicity reached
the shore of the TUniversal Cause hy
the help of favorable winds blowing
from the Point of Divine Knowledge
When man is assoeinted with that
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Tranacmdent Power emanating from
the Word of GOD, the tree of his exist-
ence becomes s0 well-rooted in the sofl
of Assurance that it laughs at the vio-
lent hurricanes of skepticism which at-
tempt Its eradication. For this associa-
tion of the part with the Wheole, en-
dows him with the Whole, and this

tunison of the particular with the Uni-

versal ‘makes him all In all”
ARDUL BAHA ABRAS,

The Greatness of the Day
He is God!

0O ye friends of God! Do ye know In
what Cyele ye are created and in what
Age ye Exist? This is the Age of the
Bleeged Perfection and this is the Time
of the Greatest Name. This is the Cen-
tary of the Manlfestation; the Age of

s
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the Son of the Horizons and the bean-
tiful Springtime of His Holiness, the
Eternal One. The earth is in motion
and growth; the mountains, hills, plains
and prairies are green and pleasant;
the Bounty Is overflowing; the Mercy
nniversal. The rain is descending from
the cloud of Mercy; the brilliant Sun
is shining. The full moon is ornament-
Ing the horlzon of Ether; the great
Ocean Tide Is flooding every little
gtrenm. The Gifts are saccessive; the
Favors are consecutive. The refreshing
Breeze Is blowlng, waflting the fragrant
perfume of the blogsoms. Boundless
Treagure 18 in the Hand of the King
of Kings; lift the hem of thy garment
in order to recelve It. If we are not
cheerful and joyous at this season, for
what other season shall we wait and

what other time shall we expect? It
is the time for growing, the season for
joyous gatherings. Take the Cup of the
Testament In thy hand; leap and dance
with ecstasy In the Triumphsal Proces-
gion of the Covenant. Lay your confi-
dence In the Everlasting Bounty; turn
to the Presence of the Glorious God;
ask asslstnnee from the Kingdom of
Abhn; seek confirmation from the Su-
preme World.

Turn thy vislon toward the Horizon
of Hternal Wealth; pray for help from
the SBource of Mercy. Socon ghall ye see
the Friends nattalning their longed-for
destination and pitching their tents,
while we are but In the first day of our
journey., Baha be upon you!

(Slgned) AsoUL Bama ABBAS.

The Message

“For as the lightning cometh out of the East
eleo the coming 1 g:

We are living in n great Age, a great
Day, the “Day of God,” in which prophe-
cies are being fulfilled, “Knowledge in-
crenged" (Dan.  12), the  “seals”
loosened, the books opened, and the Mes-
sage of God spread throughout all re-
glons. This Message Is to be given to all
nations and religions, so that they may
all know God in Truth, “Know Him as
He should be known,” in order that the
Farth may be changed, i. e., the heart
turn to its Creator for guldance and
protection.

In this Day of trials and temptations,
the door to the Kingdom is open, even
a8 Noah opened the door of the Ark of
knowledge for the protectlon of the peo-

ple In is day; but only a few desired
" to accept the Great gift which Noah
© offered them, and thus the world was

drowned in the waters of superstitions

B Imnginationg,

Then came Abraham, who offered the

~ people protection in the form of sacrl-
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n of Man be."—DMatt,

ﬂd shineth even unto the West; so shall
24

fice, for we needed to learn that sacrifice
Is one of the greatest means for attain-
ing what we most earnestly desire. But
still the people were negligent and de-
sired It not.

Then came Moses to a down-trodden
and ignorant nation, and gave them the
serpent knowledge that overcame or
swallowed up all other forms of knowl-
edge, revealing to them laws for their
protection, as well as teaching them to
have faith in the messengers of God.
A few accepted this divine gift; but
later on thelr guides and leaders cor-
rupted the message of Moses to sach
a degree that the people were veiled
from the beauty of Jesus ﬂhﬂst when
e appenred.

Jesus offered the Jews the lorve and
protection of the Holy 8pirit, or word
of God, but only n few ignorant fisher-
men belleved in Him. Thus they dem-
onstrated that they did not really be-
lteve, or understand, the teachings of
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Mosea or the prophecies of Isaiah, Jere-
miah, Ezekiel and Daniel, for did not
Jesus tell them that if they had be-
lleved In Moses and the prophets, they
would also have believed in Him, for
Moses told them of Him?

Six bupdred and twenty-two years
after Jesus came Mohammed with a
message, teaching the wild and roving
tribes of Arabla the oneness and unity
of God, and telling the Jews and Chris-
tians not to make differences In re-
liglon, for He was Moses and Jesus,
thus offering them love and unity for
their protection. But they refused Iit,
while some of those wild and roving
tribes of Arabia believed in Him. Mo
hammed nlso revealed many prophecles
concerning the coming of the Glory of
thie Lord, which was to take place at
the end of His dispensation, when the
vells of darkness would be removed, the
light of knowledge illumine the world,
mysteries be revealed, and peace, love
and unity exist through the power of
the Word and Revelation of the Baha,
or Glory of God.

The Bahai Revelation, we clalm,
therefore, Is the fulfilling of all the
prophecles relating to the time of the
end, the “Latter Days,” or the “"End of
the Ages,” when God would manifest
Hlimself with soch power of the Word
that Truth, Love, Peace and Unity
would obtain among all nations, tribes
and religions. Baha Ollah has declared
that the “Most Great peace shall come,
that wars shall be no more, and that
the Kingdom of God shall be established
on Earth as in Heaven. OCbrist com-
manded His disciples to pray to Our
Heavenly ¥Father to bring about this
Heavenly condition, and He told them
in the Parable of the Vineyard that the
Lord of the Vineyard Himself would
have to ¢ome to establish that King-
dom, as the other servants were unequal
to the task.

Moses and the Prophets of the Ol
Testament so declared ; Christ and His
digelples have sung songs of pralse for
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that time; and Mohammed has prophe-
sied that the 12th Iman, the Supreme
Lord, wounld herald these glad tidings.

The Bab was that Herald In 1844
He arose in Shiragz, Persia, and went
to Mecea, where thousands were gath-
ered to pray and worship their Lord.
Here He stood up alone and declared
that the time had come when the God
of the Jews, of the Christians, of the
Mohammedans and of all other re-
ligions, in faet, the God of the whole
universe, had instructed Him to herald
the glad tidings that “He whom God
would Manifest™ was nbout to appear, to
gladden the hearts of all who wor-
shiped God in Spirit and in Truth.

What a wonderful statement! What
a great act has been performed! . Who
ean comprehend its greatness? Who
among us can realize that we are living
in that Day when God wonld reveal
Himself to mankind? Its greatness Is
a stumbling block to many which pre-
vents them from belleving. They say
that such a thing counld not happen in
this our Day. But, dear friends, for
all that, it 1s true, Those who have
spiritual eyes can see plaln evidence of
its truth in the great changes that are
taking place in the world. We find it
even in the newspapers. Writers of edi-
torials are making wonderful state-
ments. But do they know from whence
this power of thought comes? Do they
see the spiritual signs back of the ma-
terial being manifested from all quar-
ters? We think not. But the wizse will
understand, because they have torned
to the Door of Knowledge, i. e., the
Manifestatlon of God.

In all the Holy Books, those who
have come In the name of God have
prophesied that at the time of the end
God would restore peace and love, and
guide people In the right path. Baha
Ollah is the Proclaimer and Fuliiller of
all the promises given by the Prophets
of the past. They all, speaking of the
Word, declared that the earth would be




changed, i. ., the earth of the bearts of
the people.

All the Prophets of the past were as
one reality, for all were dominated by
one spirit; all spoke one Word. We
know that Baha nlso spoke that same
Word, only more powerfully, even as
. the Father Is greater and more power-

. ful than the Son. Did not Christ say
that He had many things to say, but as
- the people could not bear it or under-
atand it at that time, he referred them
to the time of the Father, saying : “How-
belt when He, the Bpirit of Troth Is
come, He will gulde you into all Truth.”
That mighty “Spirit of Truth” was
manifested In Baha Ollah, telling us
what Love I8, what Peace is, what
Unity Is, and how we shall live and
accomplish so0 as to bring about the
Kingdom of God on Earth.

This I8 the message we are giving to
all while thirsting for the Water of
Life, or hungering for the Bread of
- Life. This Water and Bread is that

_ Bpiritual knowledge that Christ gave.
To-day we are getting it more abun-
dantly from the Supreme Pen of Baha
~ Ollah, the Glory of God and from the

- Pen and gpoken word of Abdul Baha,
the Servant of the Glory.

The earnest seeker shall sorely find.
As it I# written, “Knock and it shall be
opened unto you" The blind shall see,
the deaf shall hear and understand, and
the sick shall be healed.

Every time a Prophet appears on
earth, new laws are made and new com-
mands are glven. It is a time of re-
newal, BSouls are awakened out of
~their sleep. It I8 a day of resurrection,
~ whereln people are made to see and un-
derstand the difference between gpiritual

and materinl things,

. This day In which we are living, we
. ¢lnim s the Great Day because a
- greater revelation s given to the world.
It 18 n day of judgment and resurrec-

- tion. More light is being shed upon a
-~ darkened world than ever before in its
% history. Kpowledge Is being increased,

©Afnan Library Trust, 2025

v
l

THE BAHAI BULLETIN

mysteries revealed, and the knowledge
of God made manifest. Man will change
from wrong to right, from false to true,
from Ignorance to knowledge of God.
He will gever himself from himself,
and become Godly, . e, show forth the
attributes and qualities of God. A
greater nnderstanding of the Spiritual
condition will eause him to endeavor all
the more to attain it, Having eyes, he
will see with the eyes of God; baving
enrs, he will bear with the ears of God;
having a tongue, he will nse it only to
commoemorate God. We quote from the
45th Arnble Hidden Word: *“Thy hear-
Ing 18 My hearlng, hear thoun with it;
thy slght is My sight, see thon with it
Thus mayest thou attest within thyself
My Holiness, that I may attest within
myself a place of exaltation for Thee."

The appearance of every prophet is
ealled the Dawn of a New Day, a New
Dispensation, In which Is given forth
the Message of God, His laws and His
commands. Just before He (the prophet)
departs, He makes a covenant with and
for His people. It is necessary that
someone should be appointed to carry
out His plans to instruct the people In
the teachlngs He has given. Just as
Moses appolnted Joshua as His sue-
cesgor, a8 Christ appointed Peter and
as Mohammed appointed Ali, so at this
time the greatest manifestation, Baha
Ollah, has appolnted his eldest son,
Abbas Effendi, the greatest (Branch)
spoken of in the Old Testament, as the
center of his covenant. He it is whom
we call Abdul Baha, and He it is to
whom all are commanded to turn their
faces and hearts for guidance, for teach-
ing, for love, for peace, and for unity.
Abdul Baha iz the living example of
the Peace, Love and Unity that this
revelation glves forth,

Abdul Baha 18 the explainer of all the
sacred Rooks of the past as well as of
the writlngs of Bala Ollah. His Tab-
lets and Instructions are being sent to
all parts of the world and most of the
believers are blessed with one or more
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of these Messages of Love and Advice. teaches us to be humble, to have pa-
Therefore it behooves us to do what tlence, and to know that every good act
we can to serve Him, for this service Is great in this Great Day of God.

The Bahai Basis

By Mrs. 1. D, Brittingham

The sole and unlf‘ dogma of the Bahais ia that of & Divine Revelation of the Word of
God through His Manifestations or hets, The following compllation by Mre. Brittingham
n

is in no mmse a “creed,” but is Inten conclse form the basic principles of

to present In
the Falth, as she understands them.

—Editor.

1. Belief Im GOD, the Infilnite Es
gence ; the One; the Single; Creator of
all things.

2 Bellef in His Perfect Spirit, the
Manlfestation of Himself, pervading all
things,

3. Bellef in all of His highest Mani-
festations of Himself as have appeared
in all of His prophets.

4, Bellef in His latest and greatest
prophet, Baha'o'llah,

5 Obedlence to the Communds of
Baha'o'llah and firmness in His Cove-
nant.

6. The substance of His Commands is
as follows: o

(a) To turn to His dearest BSon,
Abdul-Baha, for all interpretation of the
Holy Revelation of Baha'o’llab, and to
follow the example of Abdul-Baha.

(b) To antagonize and denounce no
religion or belief,

{¢) To recognize good in all religions.

(d) To love all nations,

{e) To give the Truth and the Teach-
ings of GOD without money and without
price,

(f) To serve one another, and to
know that all mankind are brothers.
“Let not a man glory in this that he
loves his conntry. Let him rather glory

in this, that he loves the whole world.”

(g) To aselst in “taking the battle
out of the earth” through the estab-
lishing of the Kingdom of GOD wupon
the earth.

(h) To destroy the relgn of force In
the world and bring to paes the unity
of humanity and the brotherhood of the
world through the active principle, or
reign, of love, which brings the Great
Pence.

(1) To establish work as worship and
to help mankind fto help itself.

(§) To establish a universal language
throughont the world.

(k) To be sane and practical, as true
Rellgion Is the essence of sanity and
practicabillty, and to live above the
world of dust.

(1) To make to-day better than yes-
terday.

(m) To know, lift, serve, all human
kind, through our universal love, pro-
mulgated by deeds.

7. The Bahal Revelation Is summed
up in one word. That word is—LOVE.
“Love is the light of the Kingdom."

“He who hath not this love—(the
Love of GOD)—hath no portion with El-
Raha.”

Ancient Persian Scripture

“T announce to you the Word which
the Increaser has told me and which Is
the best to hear. Those that will pay
attention to me and follow me, will
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gecure for themselves health and Im-

mortality. Such men will be able to

see Ahura-Mazda through Good Mind.”
ZOROASTER.



A mselection of portions of Tablets from

(1)

“Thou hast written concerning the
meetings amnd gathering places of the
believers of God. Such assemblies and
gatherings will greatly aid the promo-
tion of the Word, and all the audience,
whether friends or not, will become af-
fected. But when the friends have the
Intentlon of entering into these meet-
ings they must disengage the heart from
all other reflections, ask the Inexhaust-
~ible Divine Confirmation, and with the

utmost devotion and humility set thelr
feet In the gatherlng place. Let them
- not Introduce any topic in the meeting
- except the mentioning of the True One,
- neither must they confuse that merciful
assembly with complex outside ques-
-~ tions. They must either teach or open
~ thelr tongue in propounding arguments,
 glther commune or supplicate and pray
 to God, either read Tablets or give out
‘advices and exhortations.

. (Blgned)

SARDUL-BAHA ABnpas."”

(2)

“The believers of God must assemble
- and assoclate with each other In the
- utmost Jove, joy and fragrance. They
- must conduct themselves (in the meet-
- ings) with the greatest dignity and con-
gideration, chant divine verses, peruse
Instructive articles, read Tablets of
- Abdul-Baha, encourage and inspire each
other with love for the whole human
race, Invoke God with perfect joy and
fragrance, read the verses of glorifiea-
tion and praises of the Self-Subsistent
Lord and dellver eloquent speeches.
(Bigned)

“ARDUL-BAHA Apnas.”™

(3)
- "You have written concerning the splr-
tual meetings. The foundation of the
spiritual meetings must be the teaching

“How to e¢stablish and conduct Bahal meetings,

Instructions for Holding Meetings

“pmntAMuIBIMmmin;mm

—Compiled by Ahmed Isphahani.

and delivering the Cause of God. In
these meetings the bellevers and maid-
gervants of the Merciful must proclaim
the proofs and arguments and explain
the signs of the appearance of the
Beauty of Abha (may my life be a sacrl-
fice to the beloved ones). Meanwhile,
they may read some Tablets and Com-
munes, and at the end of the meetings,
if they desire to sing with the utmost
supplication and meekness, it I accept-
able. Bat the fundamental principle of
the establishment of spliritual meetings
is for the sake of teaching and deliver-
Ing the Truth, so that those souls who
are present may become Informed of the
Divine Evidences and Proofs
(Bigned)
“AnpUL-BAHA ABBAS™

(4)

“But regarding teaching the Truth:
One must teach with wisdom, amiability,
good-naturedness and kindness, And
shonld anyone clreumscribe conditions
(for teaching the Truth) It will ‘become
rare.

But concerning the established (or-
ganized) assemblies, altogether outside
conversation must not be Introdoced
therein. Nay, rather conversation must
be confined to the reading of verses, the
perusing of Words and affairs which
pertain to the Cause of God, such as
explaining proofs and evidences, dellv-
ering clear and Irrefutable argonments
and announcing the 8igng of the Beloved
of the Creatures.

Those souls who are In that assem-
bly before thelr entrance therein must
be adorned with utmost paorlty, torn
their faces toward the Kingdom of Abba
and enter with infinite bumility and
meekness, and when someone reads Tab-
lets they must be sllent and attentive.
Should anyone desire to speak, he must
do it with the utmost courtesy and with

sallr
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perfect elogquence and fluency by the
consent and permission of the people of
the assembly.
Upon thee be greeting and pralse.
(Bigned)
“AppUr-BAHA Appas.”

(5)

“Thy mission in America for the pres-
ent i8 this: Thou must travel as far as
possible to every part and pass by clties
and towns, sommoning everyone to the
Beaunty of Abha, ralsing the Call of the
Kingdom and proclalming at the top of
thy volce: _

“A hundred thousand glad tidings be
upon ye that the Son of the Reality of
the Beauty of Abha hath shone forth
from the Horizon of the Contingent Be-
Ing and hath illumined the reglons with
the lights of the Most Great Guldance,
The realities of the Ol Testament and
the Gospel are already fulfilled and the
Mysterles of the Heavenly Books be-
come manifest. This is the century of
the Merciful One and the Period of Joy
and Gladness. O ye heedless ones, be-
come mindful! O ye sleepy ones, be
awakened! O ye blind ones, become see-
ing! O ye deaf ones, become hearing!
0 ye dumb ones, become speakers! O
ye dead ones, become living! O ye de-
prived ones, take a portion! This is the
Effulgence of the Merciful and the mov-
Ing of the depthlesg sen., This Is the

Ountpouring of the wonderful and new
gpringtime and the falllng of the show-
ers of the Beauty of the Most Great
Lord! This is thy mission.
(Signed)
“ARDUL-DBAIIA ABBAS,"

(8)

“Thou hast inquired regarding the
Teachings and Instructions of Baha
Ollah! Thou must Instruct the people
of the world In the Love of God, that
they may erase the foundation of war-
fare and strife, be attracted by the Glad
Tidings of the Kingdom of Abha, lay
the basis of love and amity, ralse the
melody of affinity, and the oneness of
the Kingdom of huomanity; transmute
tyranny and persecution ioto love and
faithfulness, efface the traces of blood-
ghed, and carnage:; construct the edlfice
of reconcillation, dispel the darkness of
estrangement, diffuse the light of unity ;
¢hange the polson of animosity into the
honey of sympathetic affection; destroy
the religious, national and social preju-
dices from the individunls of bumanity;
live and act, with and toward each
other as though they were from one
raCe, one m‘untry, one religion, and one
kind.

(Signed )

“ABDUL-BANA ABBAS."™

(Translated by M. Ahmed Isphahani,
November, 1008, Washington, D. C.)

The Young Folks

In our last iu:ﬁ we gald we hoped to give a full account of the services obaserved by

Mrz. Isabella . Brittingham
of the four littie children of
were conducted at the home of Colonel and
below a full aceount:

L
Extract of Tablet from Abdul Baha:
“When you wish to name a babe, pre-
pare a meeting therefor, chant wverses
and communes, supplicate the Threshold

of Onences, and beg the attalnment of

guidance for the babe; and wish con-
frmed firmness and constancy. Then
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; Vw..f' A

the occaslon of the
. Chlrlu; A. Batler,
Mrs.

ing, or nm in the Abha Walth,
[Iumll'uum-, fana. The services
1 in the Bronx. We print

give the name and enjoy beverage and
sweetmeat. This is splritual baptism."”

II.

Let the parents state that in accord
with the Word of Abdul Baha the
friends have been invited to be present
and welcome the little ones into the new



life, so that they may be known as
Bahals and may know themselves as
Bahais.

I1I,

Ask the friends to utter the Greatest
Name in silence, supplicating the pres-
ence of the Holy 8pirit and the blessing
of God upon the children.

IV.

Read the following Commune, which
I8 an extract from a Tablet to some
American parents:

“0O God! rear these children In the
bosom of Thy Love, and give them milk
from the breast of Providence. O Lord,
. cnltlyate these fresh plants In the rose-
. garden of Thy Love, and nurture them
by showers from the clouds of Provi-

~flence. Make them children of the
Kingdom, and lead them to the Divine
World. Thou art the powerful and
k'nd; Thou art the generous, the be-
stower, whose blessings precede all else.”

Y.

The following supplleation to Abdunl
~ Babn was signed by the parents and
then by all present, a duplicate one be-

Cdng also signed for the parents to keep:
: “As God has blessed us with the care
of these little children, we will need His
guidance and your prayers; your kind-
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ness; your charity; your patience to
guide us in rearing these children of the
new creation amd to carry out the strict
command of God to train and educate
the children. In this new age, all are
one family, Thege children are yours as
well as ours to educate. May God's
blessing and guldance be upon us all.”

¥I.
Supplication.

“O Unequalled Lord! For these help-
1818—HOPPER HARIS.. ELEVEN
less children be a Protector! For these
weak and sinful ones be kind and forgiv-
ing! O Creator! althoungh we are but
useless grass, yet we are of your Gar-
den; though we are but young trees bare
of leaves and blogsoms, yet we are of
Thy Orchard; therefore nourish this
grags with the rain of Thy bounty; re-
fresh and vivify these young, languish-
Ing trees with the breeze of Thy spir-
itual springtime., Awaken us, enlighten
na, give us eternal life and accept us
into Thy Kingdom,"”

VIl
The children were then anointed with
rose water; first the eldest and then the
others, with the formula, “In the name
of God I anoint you."
A social time followed.

Chicago, Dec. 7, 1008,
To The Bahal Bulletin:
. The Bahal friends will be glad to
know of the good work that Is being
done by our brother Mirza Sinore Muz-
- affar Raffie, who for several years
= past has been a student at the Univer-
= " ity of Chicago. About a year ago last
= month Mirza Raffie and a student from
. India founded the Chicago International
~  Club, which ig the ninth chapter of the
~ Inter-University Association of the Cos-
. mopolitan Clubs of the United States.

Chicago

Tt wags formed for the purpose of learn-
ing the best that there is in different
nations, in all branches of life, ethics
rod religlon, and It §8 now one of the
most popular clubs In the University of
Chicago.

The first guarterly open meeting of
the club was held at the University of
Chicago on Baturday evening, November
28th, Mirza Raffie, the president of the
club, presiding. Addresses were made
by Prof. Harry Pratt Judson, president
of the Universily; Prof. George B. Fos-

i .-w; z : :
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ter, Prof. C. Edward Merriam, Mr.
Thornton Chase and Countess Aurelia
Bethlen. The addresses were inter-
spersed with musle, instrumental and
vocal, and refreshments were served
after the meeting. It was a delightful
and enthosinstic occasion. About two
hundred and fifty persons were present,
most of them students at the university,
among whom were representatives from
Pergia, Japan, Russia, India, China,
South Ameriea, Turkey, the Philippines,
etc. Probably fifteen or more nationall-
ties were represented In this club. Flve
Bahais were on the programme. In ad-
dition to the three mentioned above,
namely, Mirza Raflle, Mr. Chase and
Madam Bethlen, vocal solos were beau-
tifully rendered by AMr. Albert R. Win-
dust and Misz Bessle Diggeit. Mr.
Windust sang “Ring Out, Wild Bells"
(“Ring Out the Old, Ning in the New").
It was indeed 3 happy occaslon. Al-
though not a religlons meeting, yet, as
one expressed it, “The spirlt manifested
there was the true spirit of brotherhood
and Bahal love. It was a glorious
gathering.” Mr. Chase was elected an
honorary member. Madam DBethlen
made a short, bright, impromptn gpeech
and captivated the aundience. The ad-
drees given by Mr. Chase was fine. That
the addresses of Mr, Chase and Madam
Bethlen were highly appreclated was
shown by the evident interest and ap-
plnuse of the andience.

The next day, at our regular Sunday
morning meeting, which i held in Cor-
inthian Hall, 17th floor, Masonlc Temple,
about twelve or more persons who had
attended the meeting the evening before
came to learn more about the teachings,
and we trust the good seed thus sown
will spring up and bear fruit.

Madam Bethlen, who came here from
New York a few weeks ago, has been
warmly welcomed by the frlends and ls
an enrnest worker.

For several weeks the Chicago friends
were happy in the presence of Mr. Har-
lin ¥, Ober and Mr, Alfred E. Lunt, of
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Boston. They have now returned east
and expressions of regret are often
heard that they could not have stayed
longer in Chicago,

Mrs. Marie L. Hopper and her dear
little daughter Lorraine, formerly of
Paris and now of Dixon, IlL, spent a
few days with us and the memory of
thelr visit is indeed a pleasant one. Mr.
Hopper and Mr, Breakwell, who visited
Acca together some years ago, have both
passad into the realm beyond.

Mr. Percy F. Woodcock, of Brockville,
Canada, spent a week here and brought
the greetings of the New York Assembly
from whence he had come. Mr. Wood-
cock radiated the spirit of love and de-
liverad some I[nstructive addresses on
the lnner significance of the Temple.
The appreciation of the friends was
manifested by the enthusiasm displayed
and at the large attendance at the meet-
Ings.

We were pleased to have Mr. Thomas
MacMechan, of the New York Board of
Coungel, with ns on Bunday morning,
December  6th. Mr. MacMechan
brought the greetings and love of the
New York friends,

- We were also happy to have with us
on Sunday morning, December 6th, Miss
Cora Bush, of Detroit, Mich.,, who had
spent a4 year In the mountaing of Colo-
rade and was passing through Chicago
on her return home.

To look Info the faces of the Bahai
friends, which are bright with the light
of the Kingdom, to see how earnestly
they are striving “to live the life,” to
note the steady growth of that great
love and wunity for which Abdul-Baha
has so earnestly longed and prayed, is
to impress one with the truth of His
words that “this is a heavenly soclety.”

The Bulletin Is heartily welcomed by
the Chicago frlends. May God bless its
misslon and speed it on its way.

Babal greetings to the friends every-

where,
Sincerely yours,
G. B.

)

A



New

On Sunday, November 20th, Prof.

Raymond 8. Perrin began a course of
lectures on “The Philosophical Basls of
Religlon™ at Clob “A"™ of the People's
Institute on 15th Street. In his opening
lecture he referred most kindly to the
Babal Cause and spoke In terms of
warmest admiration for Abdul Baha and
the princlples of the Religion. He ex-
horted the Bahais, however, to learn to
distinguish between personalities and
principles, and said that from his as-
soclation with them it seemed to him
that they were rather engaged In the
. worship of the personality of thelr great
leader than [n gpreading the principles
of his Cause,
g In a Tablet to Miss Jullet Thompson,
- translated by Dr. Fareed in Acca on
Beptember 4th, 1908, Abdul Baha refers
to Professor Perrin in the following
words :

“The personage you mention is In re-
ality enraptured with the Truth, and
- #eeks the discovery of the Mysterles of
n .. (od. His Intention is blessed and his
. efforts directed towards the development
of the world of humanity.”

Professor Perrin especially Invited the
" Bahals to attend hls lectures, and

York

frankly asked for criticilsms and ques-
tions. If his philosophleal thecrles are
Incorrect, he is willing to be convinced
of the error of his way. Discussion
always follows the Professor's ad-
dresses, In  which all present are
invited to take part, and In these
discussions the Bahals have so far been
represented by Messrs. MacNutt, Bar-
akatullah and Harrls. The result has
been that quite a8 number of those at-
tending have evinced great interest in
the Bahai Revelation, and it is confi-
dently hoped that one of the results of
the Professor's friendly criticlsm of the
Bahai teachings In America will be to
attract quite a number of intelligent,
active, energetic and thinking people to
the Cause.

We must expect criticlsm, and even
violent denunciation of our Cause, and
when It comes from one with so kindly
a spirit as that shown by Professor Per-
rin, it is indeed an easy thing: in fact,
a delightful thing, to obey the command
that we should love those who abuse us,

We understand that Professor Per-
rin's lectores will continne through the
winter. He 18 really conducting a class
in philosophy.

Brooklyn, Nov. 26th.

- To the Bulletin:

. The Brooklyn Board of Counsel re-

_fquoests that announcement be made in

~ the Bahal Bulletin of the change In
~ time and place of meetings heretofore
~ bheld at 885 Eastern Parkway to the fol-

~ lowing address:

Lockwood Academy, 138 Sonth Oxford

- Street, near Fulton Street, at 8 o'clock

every Bunday evening.

- All believers and inquirers cordially

. welcomed, The Academy may be
reached from New York by Subway to

©Afnan Library Trust, 2025

— e

“;'_' Brooklyn

Atlantic Avenue Station, and walk north
two blocks.
Very truly yours in the Cause,
. L. Hary, SBecretary.

The PBulletin 18 Informed that the
first meeting was held at Lockwood
Academy on November 26th. The at-
tendance was excellent, many inguirers
being present. Mr. Howard MacNuit
delivered the address, and, for the bene-
fit of the inquirers, made his talk prac-
tically a first lesson in the Teachings.
Ihe interest was marked, and ouar
Brooklyn brothers are very much en-
couraged. May the good work con-
tinue.,




Announcement of Meetings

NEW YORK.

Regular meetings every Sunday at 11 o'elock, A. M., at Geneologleal Hall,
No, 226 West 68th Street,

Regular meetings every Friday evening at 8 o'clock, at the studio of Miss
Jullet Thompson, No, 119 East 10th Btreet.

Regular meetings every Sunday afternoon at 2:30 o'clock, at the residence
of Mr. Arthur P. Dodge, 261 West 138th Street.

Regular meetings every Bunday evening, at 8 o'clock, at the home of Mrs
E. E. Gibbons, No. 83 Madison Avenue.

BROOKLYN.

Regular meetings every Bunday evening at § o'clock at Lockwood Academy,
138 South Oxford Street (near Fulton Street).

JERSEY CITY.

Regulnr meetings at 8 o'clock P. M., at No. 560 Newurk Avenune. The friends
In New York are especially requested to encourage these meetings by their
presence.

BUFFALO, N. Y.

Regular meetings Sunday and Thursday of each week, 8:30 P. M., at 404
Elmwood Avenue,
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