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THE STORY OF GLASGOW

mhe faith, perseverence, and sacrifice which have characterised the
work in this Goal Town are inspiring reminders of the tme spirit of
~Kechnic, to help her;

pi oqeﬂ'lno With but one Glaswegian Baha'il, Urs, 1TcKechnilC

of llanchester has persis: ,cnﬂ;y r;mwd her spiritual
—stxe:ivin against the conscxvatl m and religioas ortha’ sy of the Clyde-
gide. ot only has she willingly given 211 of her time, cnergy, and
resources to the work in that city, but she has also been successful in

stimulating the intcrcst of a congidcrable group of contacis who arc

alrcedy attending the siz-weck intensive teacining coursc.

Everiy morning at L4.50 a.m., Ada riscs to travel L6 miles to her work.
Tn blitzed Glasgow, her bed is twe chairs pushed together in a contact's
sitting room. To savc preccious timec, she cats a meagre cafc supper
cach cvening and immcdiately sets out for the study-coursc or to visit
gonta cts, often not arriving "home! uantil almost mid-night.

The strugglc to make contacts has not b cn an casy onc. lNcwspaper
ﬁldVCI'b].SCantSB which arc very cxpensive in this town, have reup2d but
little response. I% is almost solely by the personal apprcach that the
Faith is being spre&a'. Soon 2 trial distribution of dignified printed
Varun'blll will be made among the friends of the Baha'is and their
aontacts in the hope that greater interest will be arcused in this way.

Through successful cfforts to obt toin the usc of a public hall for
‘the meetings, the way was opened for official corrcespondcnce between
the N.T.C. and the Glasgow Corporation, thus moking the Faith known to
the local authoritics.
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The Edinburgh Community, acting as parent Assenbly, has already
given support to Glasgow by sending Dick Backwell as visiting, teacher fo
the first weck of the coursc and by several of the fricnds going through
for the opening recception and the devotional mecting, at which Dr. Wm.
Johnston played scveral selcetions onm the pisno. Nellie Vinstanley, .
of lManchcster, spent her holidays in Glasgow helping with the tecaching
work and bringing loving support, news and cheer to Ada.

We know that the selfless dedication being demonstrated in Glasgor
will surely not only attract the pioncer help Ada so badly needs but
the confirmations of the Holy Spirit which will ultimotely win the new
Assernbly.

THE REMATNING VIRGIII TERRITORY

In Belfast, we have one pioneer, Ursula Neyman, of Dublin, and onc
native believer, Robert Sleoane. Using the work of last year as the
foundation, the intensive teaching course has been inaugurated here. -
Grace Watson of lianchester, choosing to help in the teaching field in-
stead of -attending Summer School, spent her holidays last month in
Belfast, helping to start the course and to bring fresh inspiration to
the < erps.-
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The reports from the Group, however, indicate that the struggle is a
arduous one. Attendance at the mectings has fallen off to almost nothin
The work is going through a most difficult stage. Your special prayers
arc most urgently requested for this remaining Virgin Teiritory.

HELP FRGM OTHER LANDS

Several of the Communities have recently received what is, surcly,
historic teaching service from our beloved Baha'i friends from the cast,
IFram Liverpool, Belfast, Dublin, Glasgow, and Edinburgh have flowed ’
enthusiastic rcports of thc visit of Rashid Hakimian of Bombay, India,
who has for three weecks been giving Baha'is and contacts alike fresh
inspiration and love of the Cause. His deep devotion to the central
Figures of our Faith and his perpetual optimism about the success of the
teaching work prorpted one believer to remark that he should be sent as
a regular tonic for all pioneers.

Two of our Persian believers from Northampbon, $hamais /lai-and
Nura Faridian, spent their holidays in Brighton and St. Ives, respect-
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ively. There they made every effort to meet with the friends and to
help by speaking at meetings and fireside.

In Oxford, Sadegh Mehreban, visiting Baha'i from Tereran, Persia,
has met with the believers on several occasions. His reports of the
teaching plan in his homeland and the activities of the youth there
were of great interest to the friends and contacts.

"VIE YE IN THE CAUSE OF GOD!"

The N.S.A. has announced that all new Local Asseiblss formed by
ebruary lst, 1950, will be allowed to send delegates to the triumphant
concluding Convention of the Six Year Plan, Ridvan 1950. Tith this
added incentive for winning the 10 Goal Towns &t the earlist possible
date, the Groups and adopting Assembles are already rising to the
challenge of "Vie ye in the Cause of God!" Which 4ssenbly will be the
first to bring its adopted Goal Town to number nine believers?

The London Community, having “(lomtea Bd___g_lto“, recently held a
special meetlrr with all of the friends from that towm, together with
Claire Gung, resident teacher from Cardiff. Plans were discussed for
ma"ln’* contacts and for visiting teachers to give support. to the work
there. The ILiondon Assembly has given a generous gift of literature to
the Brighton Greup for use in their teaching activities.

In Liverpool the teaching rork is going forwerd with increased
vitality. Not only has the ianchcshe: e:c' Community provided speakers and
supporting audience, but regular condultation meetings have been
arranged between the Group and the Adoption Committee of the Assembly,
when the teaching needs of the Goal Towvm are carefully considered. In
conjunction with the intensive six—weck course now being carried on in
Liverpool, the Manchester friends are arranging a special Brains Trust
when contacts will be encouraged to ask their questions. The Liverpool
believers are meeting with their contacts each day of the week, either
for the regular classes or for rambles, picnics and informal discussions.

Oxford has been adopted by Bimmingham, Sheffield by Nottingham, and
Blackpool by Blackburn. HNews of these activities will be printed in
later Bulletins. With this new concentration of spiritual and practical
assistance from neighbouring Local Assemblies, the Goal Towns will, we
feel sure, flourish as never before.
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THE KEY-NOTE IS PRAYER

The Guardian has often timcs emphasised the importance of prayer in
the activities of confirming new believers. The N.S.A. has called cn all
of us to Join in prayers for the work of this final year of the Plan.
ind now from Goal Towns and Assemblies in all parts of the country comes
the news that of all the types of meetings being held, those best attend-
ed and most successful are the devotional programmes. In Liverpool six
eontacts bought prayer books after one such meeting and requested that
all mectings include prayers. In Hottingham the devotional has been
adopted as 2 regular part of their activities. In Northampton, the L.S.A.
¥ s inscrted the entire Prayer for All llations in the local newspaper.
The key-note to our teaching succcss this year is surely reliance upon
Zod and continual prayer for His confirmations.

SROUP_ HARIIONY A'D PRCOPER PROCEDURE ESSEIITAL

The Assembly Development Committcec has stressed the fact that the
firm foundations of a Local Assembly are built from the time that the
first Group is formed in that town. It is, thercfore, very important
that the members of the Group carry on the Peasts and Lnniversarics
in the way strcsscd by Baha'uillah and *Abdu’l-Baha, and that the Group
Busincss mectings arc conducted in thce true spirit of Baha'i consultation.
Fhe N.T.C. rc-affimms the underlying principlcs thus indicated by the
i,D.C. and is anxious to do cverything possiblc to pramote the proper
functioning of all Groups.

VS FROAI LOCAL, ASSEMBLIES

In Edinburzh, the fricnds arc actively co-opcrating to open that tom
*o the Crusade for World Government. Through the cfforts of Tric lfanton,
sioncer from Horthampton to Edinburgh, orf of the first Crusaders in
jcotland, Dick Backwcll was invited to speak at the first Public lceting
scld by that or ~gonisation in Edinburgh. EIthel Dawc, of Australia, has
cn visiting in that city rccently and has been a great stimulus to
the tcaching work. Kightecn peoplc attended the Public llcet cing at which
shc spoke, and she extended her stay in Edinburgh to help moke contacts
dirough 2 United Ilations Association party she had been invited to
zttend.

Philip Haimvorth, of Oxford, rccently spoke on the.Pzith at a
—_’cctlng of the ilanchester Intcrnational Club. Hc was the jast speaker
- 2 weekly scrics on the religions of the world.
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