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MAKING CONTACTS. 
The Aim. 

When a Baha 'i endeavours to make a friend for 
the Faith, hi s responsibility as a believer is not mere­
ly t ha t of informing the new contact t hat Baha'u'llah 
c ame and that the Baha'i Faith is a living world reli­
gi on t oday . Far more than thi s , his p aramount aim should 
surely be to s o i mpress the enquirer, in the first in­
s t an ce , wi t h t h e significance of his Faith th at the 
se~ker deve lops a cons cious desire for d ee per knowl edge 
of t he Tea chings and of the fundamental veriti e s of the 
Cau se . 

The Me thod . 
To iccompli s h this end, the Baha'i must l earn 

t o seek fir s t his hearer' s own personal needs and then 
t o i n troduc e the Faith in such a way t hat it appe ars 
t o be , as in truth it is, the one thing which will fully 
sat i sfy t h ose needs . I t i s first t h rough t his pe rsonal 
interest i n the Teaching s, r at he r than a g ene ral under­
standing of t he Fa ith as a whole; t ha t a lmost every 
new con t act i s s erious ly a ttracted to the Mess age of 
Baha I U t llah . 

The .At t i t ude . 
If t he Baha 'i i s to be ab l e to mee t and gi ve 

the Message to ev e ry pe rson who cros ses his p ath, it is 
important f or him to manifest ~ spirit of love , warmth 
and friendliness to all. In t he words of the Ma s t er: ©
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no apmy of God t Through the protection and help 
vouchsaf e d by the Bl essed Beauty - ma y my life be a 
sacrific e ' to His lov ed ones - ye must conduc t yourse l ves 
i n such a manner tha t yo may stand out di s ting.ui shed 
and brilliant a s the sun among other soul s . Shoul d 
any of you enter a city , h e should be come a cent r e of 
a ttra ction qy r eason of his s inc e rity , his fa i thful ness 
a nd love , hi s hone s ty and fidelity , his truthful ness 
and loving -kindne~s towards all the peopl e s of t he worl d , 
so t ha t t he pe ople of that city may cry out and say : 
' fh i s man i s unque s tionably a Baha ' i , for h i s manners , 
hi s' b Gh~v i oUP , ' his cOJ;lduct , his morals , his nature , and 
dis~o s it i on r efl ect the a ttributes of the Baha ' is t Not 
until ye at t a i Yl thi s st a tion can ye be said to have been 
f aithfu.1 to t he Cov'e'n ant ana. Testament of God . '" 

Hi s approach to h i s f ellow~~en ' will ' b~ : one of und~r- . 
standing an d appre ci ation of the ir q~aliti es , character- · 
i stic s " t alen~ ~ and potentia liti~ s . As a Baha ' i , he will 
l ear n to have a s i n cere 'i n t e r es t i n t he enquirer ' s att i­
tudes , op i n ions ; probl ems , nee ds arid circumst'ances . And 
abov o all, he will become "a wi l ling lis~en~r to . the 
see:l{e l" s comment s and, enquiri e s , '" and w il~ , fpom t hem 
disc ove r t he k ey to t ha t i ndividual ' s spiritual condi ­
ti on and need ~ Con cer ning t hi s t h e Gua rdi an' ha s wr i tten : 

':'Ever y l ab our er in t h ose f i e lds , whe t h er a s travell ­
ing t eache r 'or s e ttl~r~ should , ' I f eel, make it his chi ef 
an9- C01J.stant con cer n , t o mix in ' a ' friendly manner with 
all . se cti ons of the popul a tion ,' irrespe ctiv e, of cla ss , 
cre ed , nat i onality , ' or colour, t6 f~miliarize h imself 
with ,the ir i dea s , , t ~s t es , and hnbit~, to study the 
approach bes t s uit ed to t hem " to concentrat ~ , patient ly 
an d t a ct f ul l y , on a few who hav8 shown marked capacity 
and re ceptiv ity , and to ' endeavour , with extreme kind­
ness , t o i mp l an t such l ove , z eal , and devotion in t h eir 

. heart s as to enab l e them to be come in turn s e lf- suffic ­
ient and in~ependent promoters of t h o Faith in bheir 
re?pec tivG loc alities . H 

In fupthe r elucidati on of tha t fi,rst i mportant re ­
qui s i t - ' at t racting t h e heart s of t he pe6pl e , the 
Guardi an h us a l so wri t t en : -©
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"In the ir pres e ntation of the Me ss age of Baha'u'll ah 
they must ne ithe r hesit a t e nor f alter. The y must b e 
n e ithe r contemptuous of the poor nor timid before the 
g r ea t. In the ir exposition of its verities they must 
n e ither over-stre ss nor whittle down the truth which 
they champion, wheth e r their he a rer belong to roy a lty 
or b e a prince of the church, or a politici a n or a trades­
man, or a man of the stre e t. To all a like, high or low, 
rich or poor, the y must proff e r, with open hands, with a 
r adi ant heart, with an el oquent t ongue, with infinite 
p a tience, with uncompromising loyalty, with g reat wisdom, 
with unsha k ea ble courage, the Cup of Salvation •• ", 

Th e Practic a l l pproach. 
Every Ba h a 'f individua lly, a s we ll a s e very 

Bah a 'i Co mmunity collectiv e l y , has the r e sp onsibility of 
t e lling the p eople s of his l oc a lity about the Faith. 
F undament a lly , this f a ct s e e ms t o imply that every p e rson 
a Ba h a 'i meets should b e g iven at least an initial oppor­
tunity of hearing of the Faith. More still it impli e s 
tha t we must mak e sp e ci a l e fforts t o mee t, and tell, more 
an d mo r e p eopl e a b out Bah a 'u'll ah and His Mess age. Of 
tho s e "Sp eci al Ef f orts" the Gua rdi an h a s written:-

ULe t him a lso a tt empt to devis e such methods a s a sso­
ci a ti on with clubs, exhibitions, and societies, l e ctures 
on subj e ct s akin to the teaching s and ideals of his Ca use 
such a s t omper ance, morality, social we lf a re, r e lig ious, 
and r a cia l tol e r ance, e conomic co-opera tion, Islam, a nd 
comp a r a tiv e Re li g ions, or p a rticipation in social, cultur­
a l, humanit a ri an, charit able , and educationa l org aniza­
tions, a nd enterprises, which will op en up to him a multi­
tude of ways and means whereby he can enlist successively 
the s ymp a thy, the support, and ultima tely the alleg iance 
of those with whom he come s in contact." 

To our f amily , friend s and f e llow- workers; a t home, 
a t the offic e and a t social function s; b y joining clubs 
and a s socia tions ; by qttending cla ss e s a nd study- groups; 
b y corresponding with peopl e a t a dist anc o ; and by e a ch 
o f us studying for ourselves our own environment and dis­
covering our own unique opportunities for speaking of ©
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t he Fa ith, will ' we ultimat e ly, m~4~ the Cause kn00n t6 
all t ho se ' ipau-r loc a1i'tyo >. , ~ Hi ' ' ,Ii ' : .. 

. ' !' . ~ . J • , • r '\ . ~ ~ ', ' 

" .J,' .: ,; J . .' .' 
In ConcJ,usiort.' i ... . ! . 

. ' . " ': " :;: r : " : " '. . ,. .' . 
pione ers , ·Te a chers-, Groups and: Assemblies -dan 

n ot r e l y .8.o1;e ly .. on newspap'er .publicity-; ~q. nci advertising', 
on p ublic meeting s 'and di,splay.s, dn , stu~I'y-c :las'se, sl ,. ' f1.r·8- · 
side s a rid sqcial function's, to attra:6-·t. .. ne.w .'enqufre'rs. : 
Vi tally important " though the s e aspects " p't', -.S·all'a ,'f ' a~ ctivi ty 
a re in de e pening the knowledge of the se~{ker, ' drily a ' 
limite~ numb e r of people will be initia~~y _ attracted to 
the Cause. through them. - '. ,' It is · person-tf'±-: 9,orLt .a.ct. }3,rid .. _ 
f ollow-up whichha's . a lways be ep, . a nd iWill,': pr_o~~bly con- . 
tinue t o ' b~ ', the mO'st fruitful , method ' of ' drfll1lling ' indi- ' 
vidu a ls · i .n(o, pqn.t a ct with' our J?aith~ ., It :i8 : their unity~ 
and l ov e. f or ', ea ch othe r, which enables them to:, become 
channe ls through wh'ich the Di,vine . Lov e. vl~ll p6ub:L .:J~,Jld 
it i s ) :lii s Divine ,Love that" flowing ~ thr'pugh" the' te'a- ch­
ers, rriake s the only, 'r ea l conta ct ,with th.e · s'ouls tor : the 
p o or ~. e t hey mee 't'~ ' ;: 
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