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MAKING CONTACTS.

The Aim,

When a Baha'i endeavours to make a friend for
the Faith, his responsibility as a believer is not mere-
ly that of informing the new contact that Baha'u'llah
came and that the Baha'il Faith 1s a living world reli-
gion today. Far more than this, his paramount aim should
surely be to so impress the enquirer, in the first in-
stance, with the significance of his Faith that the
seeker develops a conscious desire for deeper knowledge
of the Teachings and of the fundamental verities of the
Cause.

The Method.

To accomplish this end, the Baha'l must learn
to seek first his hearer's own personal needs and then
. to introduce the Falth in such a way that 1t appears
to be, as in truth it is, the one thing which will fully
satisfy those needs. It is first through this personal
interest in the Teachings, rather than a general under-
standing of the Faith as a whole, that almost every
new contact 1s seriously attracted to the Message of
Baha'u'llah,

The Attitude.

If the Baha'i 1s to be able to meet and give
the Message to every person who crosses his path, 1t is
important for him to manifest a spirit of love, warmth
and friendliness to all. In the words of the Master:
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"0 army of Godl Through the protection and help
vouchsafed by the Blessed Beauty - may my life be a
sacrifice to His loved ones - ye must conduct yourselves
in such a manner that ye may stand out distinguished
and brilliant as the sun among other souls. Should
any of you enter a city, he should become a centre of
attraction by reason of his sincerity, his faithfulness
and love, his honesty and fidelity, his truthfulness
and loving-kindness towards all the peoples of the world,
so that the people of that city may cry out and say:
'This man is unquestionably a Baha'i, for his manners,
his behaviour, his conduct, his morals, his nature,and
disposition rcflect the attributes of the Baha'is! Not
until ye attain this station can ye be said to have been
faithful to the Covenant and Testament of God."

His approach to his fellow-men will be one of under-
standing and appreciation of their qualities, character-
istics,: talents and potentialities. As a Baha'i, he will
learn tc have a sincere ‘interest in the enquirer's atti-
tudes, opinions, problems, needs and circumstances. And
above. all, he will become-a willing listener to the
seeker's comments and énquiries, and will, from then
discover the key to that individual's spiritual condi-
tion and need. Concerning this the Guardian has written:

"GTvery labourer in those fields, whether as travell-
ing teacher or settler, should, I feel, make it his chief
and constant concern to mix in-a- frlendly manner with
all sections of the population, irrespective of class,
creed, nationality, or colour, to familiarize himself
with their ildeas, ta&stes, and hablits, to study the
approach best suited to them, to concentrate, patiently
and tactfully, on a few who have shown marked capacity
and receptivity, and to endeavour, with extreme kind-
ness, to implant such love, 2zeal, and devotion iIn their
hearts as to enable them to become in turn self-suffic-
ient and independent promoters of the Faith in their
respective localities.™

In further elucidation of that first important re-
quisit - attracting the hearts of the people, the
Guardian has also written:=-
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"In thelr presentation of the Message of Baha'u'llah
they must neither hesitate nor falter. They must be
neither contemptuous of the poor nor timid before the
great. In their expositlon of its verities they must
neither over-stress nor whittle down the truth which
they champion, whether theilr hearer belong to royalty
or be a prince of the church, or a politiclan or a trades-
man, or a man of the street. To all alike, high or low,
rich or poor, they must proffer, with open hands, with a
radiant heart, with an eloquent tongue, with infinite
patience, with uncompromising loyalty, with great wisdom,
with unshakeable courage, the Cup of Salvation..¥.

The Practical Approach.

Every Baha'l indivlidually, as well as svery
Baha'!'i Community collectively, has the responsibllity of
telling the peoples of his locality about the Faith.
Fundamentally, this fact seems to imply that every person
a Baha'l meets should be glven at least an initial oppor-
tunlity of hearing of the Faith. More still it implies
that we must make specilal efforts to meet, and tell, more
and more people about Baha'u'llah and His Message. Of
these "Special Efforts" the Guardian has written:-

"Let him also attempt to devise such methods as asso-
ciation with clubs, exhlibitions, and societies, lectures
on subjects akin to the teachings and ideals of his Cause
such as temperance, morality, social welfare, religlous,
and racial tolerance, economic co-operation, Islam, and
comparative Religions, or participation in social, cultur-
al, humanitarian, charitable, and educational organiza-
tions, and enterprises, which will open up to him a multi=-
tude of ways and means whereby he can enlist successively
the sympathy, the support, and ultimately the alleglance
of those with whom he comes in contact."

To our famlly, friends and fellow-workers; at homs,
at the office and at social functions; by joining clubs
and associations; by attending classes and study-groups;
by corresponding with people at a distance; and by each
of us studying for ourselves our own environment and dis-
covering our own unique opportunities for speaking of



L

the Faith, will we ultlmately mako the Cause known to
all those in our locality., 3 "

In Conclusion.

Pioneers, Teachers, Groups- and Assemblles ‘dan
not rely solely on newspaper publicity and advertising
on public meetings and displays, on study-classes, fire-
sides and sgcial functlons, to attract new enquirers.
Vitally important ‘though these aspects of Baha'i activity
are in deepening the knowledve of the seeker, only a
limited number of people will be 1nitially attracted to
the Cause. through them.. It is personsl-contact and
follow-up which has always been, and will probably con-
tinue to be, the most fruitful metheod of drawing indi-’
viduals 1nto contact with our Faith. It is their unity,
and love for each other, which enables them to: become
channels through which the Divine Love will pour, and
it 1s.tHis Dlvlpﬂlvac that,.flowing .through the teach-
ers, makesg the only real contact w1th the souls of the
peore they meet: ;
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