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LITERATURE 

0 i gn ificanc e . 
,~ Ina smuch as the Word of Go d itself is , i n the final 
ana l ys i s , t h e r eal s ourc e of t he s pirit of c onfirmati on , t h e 
l it e r a ture of t he Caus e be c omes t he mos t important teaching 
ins trumen t we po ss es s . In the earl y days of the Faith , the 
beli ever s had only a f ew pr ayers by Baha ' u ' ll ah and Abdu'l­
Bqha , and the Tablets t hey r ece ived fr om th e Master . Ye t 
t h ese earl y believers were peopl e of such indivi dual r egen­
e r a tion that " the purity of the ir live s and the ex alte d 
cha r acter of t heir devoti on U enabl ed t hem so t o t e ach the 
Ca use tha t t he foun da tion of wha t is to day t h e Baha ' i World 
Community wa s estab lished . 

Toda y we have a we alth of bo oks , periodic a ls and pam­
ph l et s , giving in de tail t he Writings themselves , a s well 
as a numb er of excellent comment aries on vari ous as pe cts 
of t he Teachings . Therefore , if the laws of proportion 
r eally ope r a te , we are surely in t h is age well 8qui pped 
t o sp r ead the Fa ith far and wi de .acros s the surf ac e of 
t he ea rth . 

Kno~ledge of the Literature of the Fa ith . 

It is our responsibility to study t he literature of the 
'Ca use ve r y thoroughly., not only so t ha t we ours elves will be 
qua li f i ed to teach the Fa ith , but a l s o t hat we will know the 
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p8r~ i c~~a r type of literature suitable for the pe ople we 
~ n00 un~e~ in our ~eaching work o The first book or pam­
nhl o ~3 which a new cont 9ct rea ds plays a vitally imp ort­
[ nt r ol e in t he c ourse of h is s piritua l lif e . As Baha'is, 
-;.' e -~-r ~ 1 1 lea rn first to study t he seeker and his particular 
~ p ; ~o~ ch t o the Faith and t hen h e l p h im to select the type 
" f li -:' ol' a ture which will deepen h is attra ction t o t he 
f1ni -c_h c 

' ~hen nn individua l first hears of the Ca use, an ass ­
or tr1cn -'c of the smal18r p 3.mphl ets outlining briefly wha t 
~he Ca us e a ctua lly is is helpful for him to r ead . 

F =-- r:vh l ets: 
~ih-e -'Baha Ti Fai th 
Baha ' i Teachings on Ec onomics - b y John Ferraby 
Pro~ress iv e Re ve l at i on 
P ~ t -::G rn for Future Socie t y 
E ~ 9Qlin8 s Tomorrow - by Ma rzieh Ga il 
r _ ~G Ri sing Worl d Commonwealth 
Ba~a iu'llah - by H. M. Ba l yuzi 
The Me ssage of Baha 'u' llah - by Dr . J . E . Esslemont 

~3 soon as r 8al interes t has b een stimula t ed an d it 
beCl~es e vident in which dire ction t he individual's ap ­
~r 0e 0 1 _ t o the Fa ith li e s, one of t he mor e genera l text 
b o~~ n outlining t he who l e of the Fa ith in brief coul d b e 
b1 --en t o h i m together with a pamphlet or bo ok con taining 
:r; ~ -::3 r~ tion or expl anation of h is particular po int of inter­
es t . Th~s the int eres t of t he c ontact i s satisfied 
~h il o ~t t he same time his general knowledge of the Faith 
i s br Gndened " 

~1:Gx t-b ooks ~ 

's"-fl-O,-lUTrrah and t he New Era - by Dr . J. E . Ess l emont 
R0newal of Civilizati on - by David Ho fman 
Se curity f or a Failing World - by St anwood Cobb . 
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Simpl e r Books Covering' Sp e c if 1c Apl~,e c ts of the 
. Fa ith: , 

The Promis e of Al l ' Ages - by Geo r ge Townshend 
Heart of t he Gospe l - ' by .George Townshend 
P ort~1 8 t o Fr eedqm - by How ard Colby Iv es 
The Chos en Hi ghway - by Lady Bl omfield 

. Unfoldment of World Civiliz at i on 
Go a l of t he New World Or der 

As earl y an .se ems advisab l e i ntr oduce the actual 
Writinos of t he Bab , Baha'u1ll ah and A~d~'l-Baha t o the 
c on t act, a s well a s the Bah a ' r P raye '-.1 E'~ -

Introducto~y Books and Compelati ons from t he 
Wri tings !_ 

Ht dde n Words 
Paris Ta lks 
Some Christian Sub j ects 
Divine Wis dom 
Some Baha 'i Praye rs 

As i nteres t is dee pened , li te rn tu~e b ear i ng direct­
lyon t he fundament a l veriti es of ~he CBuse . shoul d be 
~ iven - i. e . on t he Covenant , t he St a t ion of t he Bab , 
Baha 'u 'llah , 2nd ' Abdu'l-Baha , ahd t he signifi c anc e of 
t he Gua r d i anshi p _ At t he s ame time t he c on t act shou l d 
hav e an oppo r tun ity of seeing an .. r e a ding s uch publ ic a· .. 
tions as t he nBah a 'i Worl d u Vol ume s and ~ ·i.l[()rld Orde r 
Mag az in e:~ , so t ha t he can g r a s p it vi s i on c ~ t he pr e s en t­
day sc ope of t he Fait h in t he wor l fl . P', PPy'e i r3. ti ons of 
t he Baha 'i Faith h wi ll I e t him know wns·;'; men and women 
of ~minence tn t he non- Baha' i wor ].u h av e t h ough t and 
wri tten a~out t he Cause. 

Gradua lly the c on t act should be g iven a Je 8_ kn ow - ' 
l edge of the f undamen t als of the Fa ith , and q vije v is ­
i on of t he sc ope of its Te a ch ing s , and i t s i nfluen c e in 
t he world today . Love of t h e Cent ra l r ig ~ro s of t h e 
Ca us e shoul d- c ons ist entl y ' be mor e deepl y i~pl anted in 
t he s eeker f s hea rt t hr ough t h e r e c.-: dihg of tl0r 8 an d mo re 
de t a iled a ccounts of the h ist or y r f ~h e F a lth~ The 
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Will an d Te st aments of Bah a 'u'llah an d ' Abdu'l-Baha 
sho ul d be r ead by the c ont act a s a matt er of gene r a l 
s tudy r a the r than a s pecial document g iven aft e r t he 
inuivi dua l h a s ex pr e ssed a de sire t o be c ome a Baha 'i . 
He sh oul d , i f p oss i bl e , hav e r ead a fairl y r epresent a ­
tive cross-s e ction of t he Writing s of the Cause bef or e 
c om i n g i n t o the Fa ith, s o tha t h is knowledge of the 
Fa ith i s suf fici ently deep and c omprehen s iv e that h e 
doe s n ot l a t e r s udde nl y disc over an entire as pect of 
the Fa ith about which he h as n ot hea r d . 

Bo ok s t o Dee pen the Coritact's Unde rstand ing of 
the Fundamontals of the Faith . 

Kit ab-i- I qan 
Gl eaning s fr om t he Writings of Bah a 'u'llah 
Ni ll and Tes tament of ' Abdu'l - Baha 
The Pat t e rn of Baha 'i Lif e 
Se l e cti on s fr om Bah a 'i Scrip ture s 
Dispensati on of Bahatu ' llah 
Twenty- fiv e Years of t h e Guard i anship 
A Comment ary on the Will an d Te stament of 

' Abdul-Baha 
A Gui de t o t he Administrativ e Order 

Af t e r t he con t act be c ome s a Baha'i, further re ad­
ing sh 0ul d be c ontinually enc ourage d , f or it is through 
c onst ant pe rus al of t he "Writings" tha t the ne w be­
l i eve r s o st r engthen s h is own F a ith t ha t n o test or 
t r i al c an l at e r shak e his belie f . 

The Lit e ra ture of t he Ca us e i s s ome t h ing in which 
a ve r y Baha 'i should t ake j oy an d pride, f or it is in 
the " INri t i ngs U mO .r e th an any ot he r pl a c e t ha t t he 
pr aofs of the Fai t h li e . Let us mak e every poss i bl e 
e ff or t t o r e ad the ~'Writing s U f or ours elves , en c ourage 
our c on t a cts t o do so a s well , and by pl a cing t he b0 0ks 
of t he Ca use i n the Public ~ibraries and thos e of in­
s tituti ons of l earning and othe r or ganizati ons pr ovi de 
opportunity f or all people t o r ead of th e Fa ith . 

The ~ ub l i shing Trust stand r eady t o supply books, 
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and to advise on all que sti ons of litera ture . They will 
pr ovide c a t al ogues an d send books d i rec t t o any ad dress . 

Th e Secretar y who will advi se you is H. R. Ba ckwell , 
c/o Mrs . WIlson , -n, Grosvenor Street , Edi nburgh , 12. 

The Busine ss Manag er wh o will dispa tch your books 
i mmed i a t e ly is Re g . CoUlSon , Baha ' i Centre , 39 , High 
Stree t , Manchester , 4 . 

NAT IONAL TEACHING COMMI TTEE . 
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