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FIRESIDE 

The Ai m. 

The fund8mentql pur pose of a ll our teaching efforts is 
to confirm our c ont acts in Fa ith , that they to o will, in 
turn , arise t o help spread the Mes s ag e of Baha'u'llah. 
True t hough this fa ct i ~ , we are well awa r e that the pat­
tern of c onfi r ma ti on gene r ally includ e s an in~t~al period 
during which t he enquire r is a ttract ed t o the Faith,and a 
f urth e ~ l eng th of time durin g 'whi ch he inv estiga t e s the 
teachings for h i mse l f and a tt ends meeting3 and study -classes. 
The a c tual r eality of sp iritua l c onfirmation comes then, 

- after a c ons i de r abl e period of assoc iati. on with th e Faith 
and in most cas e s with one or t wo of the believers in par-
ticular. It is durin g the c ours e of t he sma ll er, more 
intimate Baha "i gathe rings c a ll e d f :' r es i de s that the r ea l 
spirit of c onf irma ti on is most oft en man ifes ted. (F or 
full de t ai l s of the fireside t ea ching technique, r e fer t o 
P~29 of th e Teaching Manua l.) 

The ~/l eth od . _ 

Thero are a s -many ways r;f c ond uct1 ng ," c onfirmatory 
fir e side as t here ar e c ontacts t n be c onfipmed. The 
pr i mary c onsiderati on is the necessity of filling c omplet~-
1y t :l.e c on t a cts' spipi tua l needs and ;.:".,<";":"J(::::'ing t o the final 
deg r ee a ll quest ions and doubts t hat may beg in . in his mind 
or heart. 
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It i s in thi s t ype of fir e side t h a t the c ont act shoul d 
be ma~e to f ee l s o c omplete ly at ea s e and in such a frie ndly 
ane un de rstanding c ompany th a t he will open his he a rt fr ee ly 
an d f ull y·. It is onl y when the c an taot ha s r e ally ha d an 
op portunity t o empty hims e lf of all f ormer belie fs, opini on~ 
the ori es, ques ti on s e tc. tha t h e is r eady t o rec e iv e the , 
spirit of . Faith wh ich will fl ow t h r ough h j m when he r e alizes 
that the f i nal ve il ha s bee n pulled a si de o 

T.h is t ype- of fir esi de sh oul d , 
sma l l 8 S po ssibl e ~ limit ed t o th e 

' or e ven t o t he on e cl os e c onta ct. 
many of the Bah a ' J s pres ent or th e 
we i g.h t ed and may make. the con tact s 

on t he wh ol e , b e kept a s 
ve r y clos e st c on t a cts -

Th e r e sh oul d n o t b e too 
me e ting will be ov er­
h e sita te t o t a l k . 

The l ea de r ( or h ost) of the fir eside sh0ul d , by c a r e ­
f ul h andling , kee p the meet i ng a t a 'c onv e rs a tiona l l evel 
an d shoul d l e t it wande r int o a l mo st. any av enu e t hat it 
Hi ll . ' If t he con t a ct is cl os e l y a ttra c ted t o the Fa ith, 
h i s ve r y i n t e r es t i n the Cause wi ll be 't he guid ing f act or 
jn t h e me e tin g . Th e l ea d8P should be pr e pare d , with a 
n umb e r of Baha ' i b OOk s a t h An d , t o l ook up c ertain pas s age s 
f r om t 4e TIr i t i ngs which will i ll us tra t e h is po i n ts and g ive 
ad~ e d v oi ght t o h is answe r. 

,It is oft en succe s sful f or t he h ost t o c ome pr epared 
with s eve r a l r ead i ng s fr om the Writings on a s pe cts of the 
F9. ith which he f ee ls will c ome up during t he fir e si de . - He 
may a ls o wi sh t o a sk on e or mo r e Bah i ' i s t o c ome prepare d 
t o say a f ew wo r d s on one ,or sev e'r e l phas es of the F a ith~ 

Gen~ra l Hint s f or SUcc e ss. 

Tr y n ot t o mix c onta cts -of d iffering tempe~ament s J 
pre j udic es or op ini ons a s this ma y d isturb t he unity and 
h a r mony of t he ,Me ettn g . 

Try t o niak e t he c ontact' f ee l tha t his , gr owing interest 
in t.he Fa ith ~ s ,tho . g r ea t e st j oy i n t he world -to you, a s 
indee d i .t 1s; , 

Try t o inf us e int o the contact a l ov e of t he centra l 
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fi gures of t he Fa ith , enthu s i asm for Baha 'i Administrati on, 
unde rstanding of t he Stati on of the Guardian and l ove f or 
him , and a keen int eI'les t in tho affa irs and news of the 
FaIth in every part of t he g l obe. 

Tell the c ont act of the activities of t he gre a t te achers 
of the past, of th e a~ndB of t he Cause, of the Teaching Pl ans 
t he worl d over' and of · i. l18 history of the Fai th in the Forma­
tiv e Age . 

Share t he most rec ent let ters from the Guardian; let 
the con t acts s ea the eagerness with which you aw ait new ones 
from him, and make tt a spec,ial o ccas~on when a letter or 
cabl e a rriv e s. . .. ; 

Take this opportunity of spe ak1ng about tho vari ous 
ord inances, abo ut pr aye r, fasting , the Bah~ti t o a l6nda r, -
abou t t he many thlng~ which, though 1rnport ant, !'mrlly nev·e r 
come up in or dinary study-class discussion. ,.\. 

Ab ov e all , seek full guidance in preparatory prayer. 
It mi gh t be said that the degr ee of one's re al success i$ in 
d irect pr oporti on t o the amount of de epl y sincere and pas- ' 
sionate prayer. 

NATIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEE. 
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