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DEVOTIO NAL MEETINGS. 

The S i gn ific anc e . 
------In the short ob liga tory p r a yer it says, 1fI 
b ear wi tness t ha t Thou h a st cre a te d me to know Thee a n d 
t o worsh i p The e . Ii From the s e wo r d s it be c omes appar-
8nt t ha t the initi a l recognition of God, an d th e Acce p ­
t anc e of Bah a 'u'llah as t he Manif es t a ti on of God f or 
t h is a g e , is a ctua lly only t he first h 2lf of one 's 
spiritua l r e s pon s i b ilitie s in t h is l ife . To turn 
t owa r d s God in p r a yar and d e d ic a ti on c onstitut e s an 
equal l y i mp ort ant a s pe ct of r e lig i ous beli ef. In our 
t eac h ing wo r k , t he r a f or e , it is our r e s pon s i b i l ity no t 
onl y t o a c qua i n t our c ont a cts with t he pr i n cip l e s and 
t ene ts o f our Fa ith , b ut a ls o t o ins till i n to t he ir _ 
h e8. r ta t h e des ire f or pr aye r an d medit a ti on, t he s pir l t­
ua l f o un da ti on of a r ad i ant and de d ic a te d Bah a 'i lif e . 
I t i s Juring d e v oti ona l mee tings, in whic h the c ontacts 
direc tl y partici pa t e , t h3 t t h is vit a l ob j e ctiv e is in 
l a r 8 e p art ac c omplished . As ind ivid ua l Bah a 'is, or a s 
Ba h a 'i Communiti es c ollec tiv e l y ; we shoul d ours e lve s 
l e arn t he si gn ific anc e a n d v a lue of de v o ti on an d pra yer, 
an d by c Rr e ful a n d patient ef fort s tra ns mit t ha t under-

. stand i n g t o our c ont a cts, peopl e who c ome out of the 
worl d of ma t e ri a l v a lues an d wh o a r e pe rhap s a t first 
unable t o gra s p -t he full signific anc e of the s p iritual 
c or e of Baha ~i lif e . 
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The Pur pose . 
The purpose of a devot i ona l mee tin g i s , of 

cour se , es s entia lly t hat of c0 l 1ectiv e turn ing toward 
God in pra i se an d prayer. Bu t when t h inkin g i n t e~ms 
of t each i ng t e chni que s~ t he pur pose of such a mee ting 
takes on i nnume r ab l e ot her i mpo rtant aspects. Fo r 
one t hing the devotional mee t i ng .g i ve s t he c ont act 8.n 
all i mport an t opportunity t o gl i mpse for hi ms elf t he 
wealth of spiritua l sustenanc e c ontained withi n the 
Re vea l ed Wor d of God . At a purely pr a ctic a l l evel, 
it a ll ow s h i m t o witness t he Baha'i me th od of dev o­
ti on, having as it doe s no rig i d f orm or dogma . A 
de voti onal progr amme can, by its ve r y c ontent, te ach 
t he c on t act new t h ings ab out the Fa ith . But of all 
t h ings th~t . adev ~ti onal mee ting a cc omJ li she s, t h8. t 
of . .open in g ' t he heart of the enquire r s o t ha t th e light 

~ b1 : G6d c ~n fl ow in, is, wit~out doubt, t~e most signifi­
c ant and pr ofo und . For it is only when the h eart is 
char ged by the vibr a ting influence of th e Word of God, 
t hat t he s eeker c an truly be ' sai~ t o be c onfirmed in his 
belie,f. 

At mo s ph e r e . 
If t he dev·otion a l ·. mee tin g i s t o fulfil its pur­

pbse , a spirit of quiet an d peace should pr eva il. Con­
ve r sati on among t h e a tt end~nts shoul d , as much a s poss­
i bl e , be d isc ourag~ d in a ' gentle and kindl y ·way . The 
us e of a ppr opr ia te musln will often s atisf act orily 
acc omplish t his end . . 'rhe 's pirit of devotion c.an be 
accentua t ed by the us e of bea~tifui flDwe rs and gr een­
e r y , .an d by .a s oft er-than-usua l lighting of the ~oom, 
if pos s i ble. I t is ' often ' hel pful ,t o t h ink of the a t­
mosphe r e which . enve l ope s t he' shrines a.t Mt. Cal"lmel and 
t o endeavo ur t o :re.crei1 t e such s e ren:ity and tnanquilli ty 
a s 'woul d penetra t e a .de votional ,mee ting he l d in t h at 
pl ·a ce • . 

The. Me t h od . 
" . 

(For f ull de tails -o f dev otional· mee tings, re­
f er t o page 20 of t he. Teach ing Manuai. " The Teaching 
C ommit te~ will als o pr .Gv.i de , on ' r equest, c op ie s of two 
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p rog r ammes jev e l oped a n d pr e s ent ed by the Nor thampton 
Assembly) . In the t ype of t ea ch ing a ctivity outlined 
in t he bulletins of t h is s ar i e s, it is su g g e st ed tha t 
d evo tiona l mee tings be hel d either in c on junction with 
a confirmatory firesi de , or with one of the l essons 
on t he Covenant, pr e f e r ably the last s ess i on , a~d be ­
fo r e the cl o sing mee ting , titl ed ··Wha t It Meens t o b e 
a Baha 'i~~. The t eacher shoul d t ake c a r e t o select 
pr ay ers a nd read i n gs which will fit the current subject­
ma tt e r of t he c ours e , ye t a l so fulfil the s p iritual 
rece p tivity of the con t a cts. A de v oti ona l mee ting too 
heavily we i ghted with intens e ly deep r e ading s may easily 
cause spiritual ind i ges ti on f or the c ont a ct. 

Helpfu l Hints: Reading s fr om t he Writing s of other 
Fa iths, pa rticul arl y those t o which th e c on t a cts be­
l ong , will pr ovi de ev idence th a t Bah a 'is r ecognize the 
d evine ori g in of 311 S crip ture. Cho o se th e r eaders 
to fit t he r eadings , including non-Baha'is as well as 
Baha! i s . The effect of a b eautiful voic e and go od 
r ead ing will enhanc e the prog r a mme. Pre pare the 
readin ~s in such a way that a ll of the r e a ders have an 
op p ortunity t o s tudy t heir pa rticul ar rea d ing a littl e 
ahead of time s o tha t a ll q ue stions on pronunci a ti on 
c a n be clarifi ed befor e the mee ting b e g ins. Give the 
r eaders cle~r instructions 8S t o when they should r ead 
so that t here is no d isturba nc e b etween read ings, and 
n o s eaking exce pt t he p r a yers and Writin g s t hemse lv e s. 
A t oo hast il y pr epared de v otional pr og ramme, p un ctuat ed 
t hr o ugh out by instructi ons t o th e r eaders from the host, 
will n o t produ c e th e sp iritua l ~ tmosphere des ired . The 
d ev oti on a l mee ting re q uire s t he most c arefu l pl annipg 
and t he smoo thes t executi on if it is t o fulfil its 
pur pose . Such a p rog ramme c an well p r ovide a s p irit­
ual bac k g r ound for a mu s ic a l e v en ing , t he showing of 
t he Templ e s li de s, or t hose of t he Shr ine s, a t a lk on 
th G mean ing of p rayer, a c onf irma t or y fireside, and , 
o f c o urse , f or th e c ommemoration or cele bration of a 
Baha'i ' annivers a r y . 
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I n Conclusion. 

Baha'u'llah emphasize d the s piritual significance 
of pr ayer and the re ad ing of the Writings; as well as 
giving us an insight into the dynamic influence ~xerted , 
on t h e hea rts of men by the Reve ale d Word , when ' he 
wr ot e : ' 

UInt,on e , 0 M,y/ S,erv ant; the vers es of Go d th3t h ave 
be en r e ce ived by t h ee , ', as ' ·i n toned by them who hav e 
dr awn n i gh unto Him , t h at the sweetness of t ,hy melody 
may k indle thine own s oul , ' an d attr,cSl c t the heart s of all 
men . , Whos o , r e ei te t h , in priv:a cy" .of, his chamber , the 
vers e s r eveal ed hy God , ' the $eatte ring' :an ge ls of ' the ' 
Almight y sh all scatter abroad t he f ragr ance of the w,ords 
utt ere d by his~outh , and shall c ause the · h~art of 
every ri gh t e ous man to throb . Though he may , a t first , 
rema i n unaware of i t s effec t, yet t he virtue of the 
gr ace vouchsafe d unto him mU,st nee ds s ooner oT later 
ex e rcis e its influence upon 'hi s soul . Thus h ave the 
mys t eries of - the Re ve l a ti on of God been decre~d by 
vi r tu e of t he Will of Him Wh o is t h e Source of p owe~ 
and 'wis dom . " 

NATIONAL TEAC HING COMM I TrrEE . 
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