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PREFACE

In the year 110, BAHAI ERA, about the middle of the Holy Year by the grace and bounty of God I went to the
Holy Land with the permission of our dearly beloved Guardian and visited the Holy Shrines and attained the

presence of the beloved of the world.
In those days, most of his blessed talks were on the friends, in the East and the West, going out as pioneers.

On the st day of my attaining his holy presence he said in the course of his talk: “ The scope of the Causc is
widening particularly in the West. The World Order of Baha’u’llah shall first he established in the West. The Cause
was a drop, it has now become an ocean. It was an atom, it has now become a sun. Aflter the martyrdom of
His Holiness the Bab the scope of the Cause was confined to two countries—Iran and Iraq. Now, see to what extent
it has spread ! Tt has penetrated 128 countries and yet the friends of God are not contented. It is their determination
to introduce it, during the ten years, in 131 more countries according to the Ten-Year Plan..... Sec how high are their
aims ! Undoubtedly, the friends are inspired ! This is the great crusade. The entire body of believers must parti-
cipate in it unitedly and with one accord so that the Faith may embrace the whole world.”

One day while walking in the garden of the Baly’s Shrine he said :—* A booklet has been published in America.
I will give it to you. You should read it. Tt contains details of the Ten-Year Plan. ... ........ TIts first part refers to
Baha’i Assemblies and Centres, second part deals with the Ten-Year Plan and in the end there is a coloured map. It
is a most important booklet. You should read it and give it publicity. You should try to make the Plan successful.
The beloved Cause has not yet become universal.  When this Plan is achieved it will become world-embracing and the
verse, “ On that day the faithful shall be delighted,” shall come to pass...... The Ten-Year Plan is a preparation
for other plans. Tt is not the end but the fore-runner of plans to come. The Ten-Year Plan shall show how far the
Faith has extended. The Faith shall spread and be consolidated to such an extent that both the friends as well as the
enemies shall be surprised.  The enemies shall stand aghast and the friends too shall be surprised. The blessed Cause
was a drop and shall become an ocean, an atom shall turn into a sun. Referring to the World-embracing  spiritual
crusade he said: “ Tt is not a war of murder and slaughter; it is a spiritual crusade. It is conquering the citics of hearts
and resuscitating the souls. It is the sword of explanation and the sword of explanation is sharper than a sword of steel.
Pioneers who arc unable to teach by words, should teach by deeds, good conduct, detachment, and keeping themselves
aloof from the defilement of worldly affzirs. A firm resolve attracts hearts,  Turn your attention to the holy Tablets,
If friends discharge their spiritual duties faithfully, their very acts shall teach the Cause to the people.  The act should
correspond with the word and the word should agree with the act.  They should not mix with political parties.  Shun
them and be dignified. The condition is to obey the Divine Command partly and wholly.  Friends should always
think of initiating, consolidating, widening the scope of the Faith, consolidating its institutions and increasing the number
of the belicvers of both sexes. . ... At present the most essential thing is pioneering which is the lodestone for Divine
Assistance. Let the friends make an experiment, let them take the initiative. They will be surprised. The condition,
however, is resolution and acting on that resolution. If they stand up and go forward, the Divine assistance shall reach
them otherwise the assistance shall be withdrawn and they shall achieve no result either in their spiritual undertakings
or in their material affairs. Pioneers must teach both by words and by acts—both are essential. Pioneering alone will
not do ; it must be aided by devoted endeavour. This is teaching. A pioneer should be a devoted endeavouring soul
and not a trading pioncer. With complete detachment he should aim to serve the Cause and not to canvas for his own
benefit...... The most important of all is the arrival of the pioneers in different islands and countries. This has a
priority on the crection of Mashrigal Adhkars, purchase of buildings, the establishment of the Baha’i Court and Baha'i
Printing Press in Tehran. Prior even to this is the strengthening of those countries to which the pioneers have already
gone. This has a priority over all and is the first and foremost of the goals. Triends should concentrate their thoughts
to achieve it. Advancement of the Community, progress of the Faith, success and protection of the individual
believers all depend upon pioneering.”

On return from the Holy Land T, in order to carry out the command of the beloved Guardian (May our soulfs be
a sacrifice to him), began to collect the necessary material in spite Oi: difficulties, various hindrance-s, and my own in-abllity
and incapacity.  During the three months of the hot wcafhcr in Ab‘tldzm I (:ollcclt:d, co-ordinated and Complled it
under the title of A Guide Map to the Ten-Year Plan. After it hfld received the snr1c1101'1 of the N.S.A, of the Baha’is of
Tran, immediately 1 started for New Delhi (India) to par.tu:lpate in the 4t.h Inter-Cont'mel?tal Bahai Conference, and
I got it printed there and now make it available to the friends of God. It is hoped that it will be useful and as well as

heneficial for them. Muhammad Labib.

CORRECTION. ZEleventh line from below may please be read as follows :—

Pioneering to virgin territories has a priority over the strengthening. ...
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NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE BAHA’IS OF IRAN

No. 4481 Date : 1g9th Izzat 110
1st Mihrmah 1332

The compilation made up by the diffuser of the Divine Fragrance,
Mr. Muhammad Labib ( upon him be Baha’uv’llah ) under the title of “ A
guide to the Ten-Year Plan” is a rare achievement. It is indeed without
equal because nothing like it has yet been produced and published in the
Baha’i literature in Iran.

The honoured compiler has explained and demonstrated in it, in a
new and attractive style, by fine maps and many illustrations, the entire Ten-
Year Plan of the Great Spiritual Crusade written by the powerful pen of
our peerless beloved—His Holiness the Guardian of the Cause of God (may
our souls be a sacrifice to his majesty). He has embodied and expounded
the grandeur and greatness of this wonderful Plan and wvital responsibility
of the Friends of God for its furtherance and accomplishment.

National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of ITran while expressirg
its great appreciation for the extraordinary efforts put forth by Mr.
Muhammad Labib in compiling and arranging this compendium, strongly
recommends its study by all the dear friends. The N.S.A. hopes that as
the honoured compiler has promised, he will be assisted during the ten years
of the Great Spiritual Crusade to bring out similar valuable compilations
which are a great aid towards the progress of the Divine Plan.

N.S.A. or THE BaHA’1S oF PERSIA
Seal of the
N.S.A. of
Persia
For Secretary,

(Sd.) Kazim Kazimzadih
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“THE COMPANIONS OF GOD, ARE,IN THIS DAY, THE LUMP THAT MUST LEAVEN
THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD. THEY MUST SHOW FORTH SUCH TRUSTWORTHI-
NESS, SUCH TRUTHFULNESS AND PERSEVERANCE, SUCH DEEDS AND CHARACTER

THAT ALL MANKIND MAY PROFIT BY THEIR EXAMPLE.”
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“WHOSO OPENETH HIS LIPS IN THIS DAY, AND MAKETH MENTION OF THE NAME
OF HIS LORD, THE HOSTS OF DIVINE INSPIRATION SHALL DESCEND UPON HIM
FROM THE HEAVEN OF MY NAME, THE ALL-KNOWING, THE ALL-WISE.
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“HE, VERILY, WILL AID EVERY ONE THAT AIDETH HIM, AND WILL REMEMBER

EVERY ONE THAT REMEMBERETH HIM”
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“TEACH YE THE CAUSE OF GOD, O PEOPLE OF BAHA, FOR GOD HATH PRESCRIBED UNTO
EVERY ONE THE DUTY OF PROCLAIMING HIS MESSAGE, AND REGARDETH IT AS THE MOST
MERITCRIOUS OF ALL DEEDS”

BAHAULLAH
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The Beloved Guardian of the Cause of God in His
Epistle dated Nawroz 110 says :—

‘““Beloved Friends, do not imagine that the enforce-
ment and carrying out of this Plan and the achievement of
the goals of this stupendous Spiritual World Crusade, in these
days of violent changes and revolution, is difficult or that it
is unreachable and impossible. If the loyal friends rise up
and, detaching themselves from all else, as is worthy of
servitude to the threshold of Baha, show firmness, this
detachment, initiative and firmness shall so influence the
reality of the world and so affect the souls and regions
of the world as will surprise even their ownselves,

Here we mention what appeared from the pen of the
Covenant :— “The Bab hath said, ‘Should 4 tiny ant
desire, in this day, to be possessed of such power as to be

able to unravel the abstrusest and most bewildering passages

of the Quran, its will no doubt be fulfilled, inasmuch as
the mystery of the eternal might vibrates within the inner-
most being of all created things.’ If so helpless 5 creature
can be endowed with so subtle a capacity, how much more
efficacious must be the power released through the liberal
effusions of the grace of Baha’u’llah.”
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APOLOGY

In order to publish this booklet before the 4th Inter
Continental Baha'i Conference is held in New Delhi it has l_mfi
to be compiled within a short period of time, inspite of the dith-
culties encountered. This hurried task did not give mé %
opportunity to improve the form and size of the sketches
included, or to correct the text of the manuscripts. I, therefc-»re,
request my readers to overlook any mistakes and to forgive
me for the same.

I hope to be able to make a complete revision of the
text of the pamphlet and to correct any errors in the near
tuture.

M. LABIB
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