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Fatimeh Salameh, daughtexr of a learned Mulla,

Muhammad S&leh,

She was not only beautiful, but endowed with a
logical and fearless mind,

Hexr father was pxoud of her talents, and taught hex
mich more than was the custom to allow to Persian girl
children, at that time.

- He was indulgent to his gifted daughter, and permitted
her to listen; behind a curtain, to many oconversations
with his learned friends,

Her comment upon thenm afterwards, showing her clear-
eighted intelligent grasp of the various matters discussed,
and her keen sense of humour delighted and intercsted hex
father,

These unusual advantages enabled hexr to develop
to an extraordinary degree, and she grew up into a lovely
‘girl, majestic, gentle, with that charming quality we
call magnetism, She wrote poetry, unequalled in ite own
particular way, artistic to a high degree - this she read
or chanted to her friendes in a most fascinating voice,
which produced a thrxilling effect on all who heaxd her,
such talents being rare in a woman of Persia,

When she was very young she was married to hex
gousin Mulla Muhammad, son of Mulla Taqi, Mujtahid.
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Her husband loved her in his way, but was too
conventionally oxthodox, and too tightly wrapped up in a
narrow ecclesiastism; to be able to appreciate the unusual
and original personality of his wife, One never=to-be=
forgotten day, she was turning over some books and papexs
in the library of a more enlightened cousin, when she
found a little leaflet; the first words sttracted her
attention, she read on and on; she became more and more
interested = then thrilled and excitedl!

"Who wrote this?® she oried to her cousin who came in.

"What have you there? what has‘happened? why are
you so agitated?® '

"But you must tell me who wrote this®?
BShe showed the leaflet to him, Then it was his turn to
be agitated,

"You have found that, where? Oh I cannot tell you
about it, you should never have seen it! it is a very
seorct matter! 4% should have been securely and carefully

concealed, "

"Now that I have seen it", and her voice shook with
excltement, "You must tell me about 1%, my cousin®,
"He still hesitated, bdbut at last ylelding to her

enthusiasm - he sald -
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11t is written by Sheikﬁ Siyyid‘KAaim - keep it a secxet;

closely guarded - the risk of a texrxible danger would
attend ite discovexry"| :

"So this wondexful pamphlet is by Siyyid Kﬁgim Rashti
and Shaykh Ahmad A;Ai;eh? and this is what they teach their
disciplee? but it is gRngfuth, every shining word of it®|

"So these are the §ggghjsqywho are persecuted"|
Bhe realised quickly with her marvellous spiritual intuition
that the self-seeking and the grasping of the professors of
religion, those who should have welcomed the Truth, but did
not investigate 1%, wexe in fear of its purity, thexefore
they agreed to suppress it, and persecute its believers!!

"T know that at heart 1 am a follower of these brave
enlightened gg%ﬁggia -

Tell me more of their teaching, my cousin®|
He told her all he knew, gave her another pamphlet, xe=-
iterating the need foxr the most strict secrecy,

She read and re-read the illumined words, became en-
tirely, enthusiastically oonvinoed of their Truth -« and
wrote togg;;g§§>81yyid K&sim, he was rejoiced to receive
her enlightened poectic letter, so full of spiritual undexr-
standing, and, in his reply, he gave hex the name of
Qurat-ul=-Ain, literally "Consolation of the eyes® (ao

great was hex beauty of Spirit, Mind and Person),
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$%l Sect which followed those two great heachexs, who
"prepared the way®" for the Bab,
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She determined to journey to Kerbala to see him - but

how to set about it? the plan was fraught with difficulty!
Persian ladies did not travel unattended by husband or
fathex < and these would have heen hopeless companions
of her questl}

At length she joined a parxrty of pilgrims %o the
Shrine of the martyred Husayn at Kerbala, a pilgrimage
she had long wished to make,

After visiting the saered place, she thought to
carry out her desire, to speak with the(?ééiiﬁ?)é§31¥hb

Alas] when she arrived at Kexbala, sh;dgﬁund that
the much desired interview was not to be, for the revered
Siyvid KAsim-Rashti had passed from the 1life of ecaxth

8ix days beforetl

"Tho is now to lead us? Who is to teach us henceforth?
What shall we do"? she said,

Her relief was great, and her joy profound when she
heard the directions of the vencrated teacher = o be
carried out aftexr his passing from the world,

. "Disperse throughout the length and breadth of the
land «~ seek for the Chosen; the Awaited One,

"Piret keep the fast, and pray in retreat for forty
days = then will you be able to recognise him when found!

and when you have attained that Meeting, then "Let all
the world know"|
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He, Siyyid KAdsim=Rushtl, had glven explicit signs
by which this promised one e¢ould be known without possi-

bility of mistake,
\ »

o i KoR@iLr
Qurat-ul-Ayni remained, walting for news at Kexrbald,

v

In a short time, the firet disciple of the youthful

d;%Q“* < Qaim, the BAl-el-Bab, wrote to her of the wondex, the
| ( suceess of his questl
it ow/ He enclosed a Tablet, written by the Bib,
M)n@*°“iﬂég”?' She was profoundly impressed as she read, and the
é&ﬂznj; ?V%:? Truth she found therein took possession of hexr soul.
Eji:»wigﬁ;&_A/ She aronme, feeling that she knew this was the Qaim,
ﬂ%ﬁigi the Im&m MAhdi, the promised One,
Ko jV1V

Hencefoxrth hexr 1life was devoted to his service,
She wrote a letter to him, whom she accepted as

Master, enclosing five beautiful poems,
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Her conseeration to the Service was not merely an
acceptance ofj;;tareeting truth - it was dynanic!

She left all the things of hex former life, fathex,
husband, children and wealth, honours, comfoxrt and lumury;
willingly did she forfeit the esieem of her uncomprehending
family and friendsl

Nothing was of any importance to hexr, fLxom this
moment to the woefully tragic bhut glorious nmartyrdon,
through the dooxr of which her gallant spirit fled from

the cage of earth into the garden of Tranafiguration,
This took place some years latex,

Meanwhile she served the Cause with a courage and
wisdom remarkable at any time, but, in the land of Persia
in the fifth decade of the Nineteenth Century, the people
thought her a miraculous being,

1KARB LA

She remained at EKexbuld for three years,

She took two houses side by side = one, in which she
had her own rooms - the other she devoted to the reception
of those friends who flocked to heax hex remexkable voice,
giving forth explanations of Prophecles, and the teaching
of the Preparation, and above all, proclaiming the appear=
ance of the Divinely sent Qé&m, the Infn n&hd{.

She had arranged a room where the friends assembled,

there was an inner room, across the dooxr of which a
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curtain was hung -~ from behind this curtain she usually
addressed her audience, Hany of her constant hearera
were of the gggjgﬁﬁifraeot, but others were oxthodox;
attracted; learned Mullés and often strangers came,

When her particular friends, the Sheikh-i~s8 only,
were present she spoke from the dooxway of the inner
roomy; bhefoxre which the curtain was withdrawn - her beauti-
ful voice ringing out irn enthusiastic bdburning woxds,
charged with foreeful meaning, as she told of the great
event of the "Coning®.

Many women came to heax, these she received in her
innex room; men listened from the outer room,
So great was the fascination of her unique personality
that hex followers increased in numbers, some were prepared

to follow her even unto deathl

Those Mullds, who remained bigoted and fanatical,
atyling themselves orthodox, as of old, opposed the purity
of the new teaching! they besieged the Governor of Kerballd
with stories of how this woman was 'guilty of epeaking to an
audience of men, sometimes with her face unveiled'!l

Could therxe be a more heinous offence?

And she the daughter of a Mujtahidl and the wife
of a learned and distinguished Mulld! Surely this disgrace
to her family and her religion desexrved the most severe

punishnent}



The Governor became alarmed at these chaxges, and
commanded her to discontimue her teaching,

She answerad him: *I am not doing wrong, I am but
proving the Truth of God ~ let us reason together.

You can summon the most scholarly of the Mullds, both
Shg; and Sunni, to meet me in discussion - in this way
can the right oxr the wrong of this cause be made manifest
$0 youj; is not this a just and fair request"?

The Governor was mach troubled in his mind, and he
repliedi~ "I cannot do thie without the consent of my
chief, the Governor of Baghdad®,

This was a device to gain time,

The Governor did not wish to be unduly harsh to one,
whon the people night arise to protect!

Neither was he brave enough to defy the Mullds, whose
influence was eo vast a power in the land,

He was only in a diffiocult position.

Hie temporising took this form:e-

(QuRRaTJLf&%v gg;at~u§§i;%i was entirely foxbidden to teach, and
was under strict surveillance, whilet awaiting the
consent of the Governor of quhgéd to her just request.
This was so long Jdelayed that she declded to leave secretly
for Bagngéh. Arrived there she went to the house of

Qwayxe Sheikh Muhammad,

—

’ e
Note. (Drandfathexr of Doctox z16, Baghdadi).
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When the Governor heaxrd that she had come %o this

City, he commanded hexr +%¢ stay at the house of
SHA/xr Jogod
"§11,9/__ Alusi.

During the day she would £ind opportunities of
visiting the house of hex friend, M_}_«g Muhamnad,,
whexe she, as at Igﬁmagi%f spoke to the people from
behind a curtain,

In this hospitable house she met many friends =

/
the sister of the BAb-yl-B&b - and Khturshid Bligum, the

mothexr-in=law of Siyyid Haaf(a.n, he; who beecame long years

afterwaxds the "King of the Ma.r’(;y:rta".~

Aite was martyred at Ie.pr;mhzin. ‘
His son, M{rza’. Jalal.l, married Rﬁlrlhl{t Kh&nun, daughtexr
of ‘tbath -pana, :
Husayn and Hasgan, the two mortyred brothers of
Isphahin = T |
"The Beloved Mortyrl, and the "King of the Maxrtyxra®,
So named by Bahd Auludh,
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SARIY Hor occasional unveiling shocked not only the oxrthodox
nJ‘ 1i
A»$ri» duul Mul%&n and those whom they influenced, but even some of the

?9) ﬂrﬁ B&bi friends themselves,

a&Auﬂ
S
’lu N af¢/ ‘b The BAb xeceived lettexs of complaint of her action
( -
mew- (aalaﬂf from some of these friends to whom he sent this replyst=
““ﬁ &w9“£ "What can I say of that woman %o whom God gives the
% sl
R > Mhame of 'T&hirih' the pure one)n? (Quo@ﬁn;;f/z‘(,‘“*’ )
ﬂ;” thJMDI amne P ( e pure c) Erucls Z ﬂ\w‘),
O&C,¢b~”* She continued to request the Governorx that which she had

asked from his subordinate ot Kazbeld - 4.e. to summon
& Conveocation of Mullds, both Shi; and Sunni, t0 discuss
the teaching of the Bb with hexr = WAt any time I am ready
to meet them",

The Governox, fearing the defeat of tthU1qu’in
this discussion, if allowed, and, moreover, having
received cextain orders from Constantinople and from Tihrén,
cane and said that he thought it would be wisexr to have
this Conference axrzanged in her own countiry,

He would himeelf escort her to the frontier of Pexrsia.

Accordingly she arvived at_ghénik{n a village :;;rosa
the border, thence she went to Karand village, staying
three days and %eaching the important persons of the
place,

Sha then came to K&rméngp‘? where again she took
two houses, side by side, one for her own home, and the

other foxr the teaching.
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"Consumed with the fire of the love of God", she rested
not day nor night,

She requested §g3igg, Sﬁlih, one of the most devout
of the Bébis, to read to the assembled friends in public
the explanation of the Sura of §ﬁuﬂ :H%hie was revealed
by the B&b for the Siyyid Yahyd Dér‘bil

A profound impreésion was made on many of the hearers,
not yet Bébis: hexr influence grew and increased, many of
the people, ignorant and learned, heard her with Jjoy and
gladnees|

She now made plans to journey to Tihran, her purpose
was to state the great event, and what led up to it, to
no less a personage than Muhammad §h£h himself,

What might not have taken place, had she been able %o

carry out her courageous project, who ocan say?

Muhammad gnéh was not himself a cruel enemy -
But it was not to be, for her ever watechful opposers,
fearing the outcome of this interview, warned her fathex
of her intention, WL THQ," To JaTTAHPD

He and her uncle, !git&hid,}aﬁi, consulted together,
and promptly sent a confidential friend to make certain
representations to the Military chief of Kérménsh‘Rﬂ and
to beg of him to have hexr seoretly arrested and brought

/
back to her home in Qamgvin.
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The frustrations of her plans, rapidly succeeding
each other, had no effeet on her flaming ardoux,

Hex friends, §Q§Q5g, Muhammad, his son Muhammad
Musta;;é and the faithful §h§%§§ Sélih followed hexr to
Qaav{n -~ pome ladies also determined to continue near herx.

When she reached her fathex's house, he kept his
intrepid daughter practically a prisoner,

Hex husband now sent a magnanimous offer to hers=-

"If you entirely give up your teaching, promising

"nevexr to teach again « If you ask my pardon and come

"hack to me = I will recelve you, and forgive you =

"You shall also have your fxeedom®]|

This serene, dignified disciple sent a characteristioe
replys=

"No longer arxrt thou my hsuband, seeing that alasl'
thou art an enemy to my faiths
Thou arxt outcast hencefoxrth fLrom my lifel
That thou wilt become Mujtahid, rich, important, means
nothing to me! mneither case nor comfort, nor any worldly
honour, neither luxury nor great position, nox even
freedom have any power to tempt mel
My devotion to my faith and my sexrvice to the cause of

ny God is my only life"|
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She was feeling more and more that the Great Light
which had shone forth out of the daxrkness was the One
Reality: all else was indistinot, blurred, of no longer
any importance to herx,

Hér father, in his refusal even to try to comprehend -‘
Hexr husband in his blinded way, teaching his children |
to regard her as an infidel - keeping them away from hex,
bringing them up in a naxrrow oxthodoxy! thinking it poss-
ible to Jure her back into the Teomfortable things" of an
important worldly position =~ caring nought for the Truth -
which his duty should have compelled him to investigate
and, being a religlious leadex, he should have proclained
it to the Worldll

Such conduct she could only scorn}

In this Truth was, for her, the only real live, all
else, all her past belongings, her family and her self-
seeking friends were merely illusions,
"Let the dead bury thelxr deadl! I am for Lifen"!
Hex friend xhprghid Bléum said of her at this time:-
"She seems to be no longer an ordinaxy woman, but a
fdenizen of another and holiexr World®,

She succeeded in getting letiexrs, with great caution
and seerecy, conveyed to uirad Husayn ‘;:f'nﬁr;, afterwaxds
BAhA'u'llédh, and to certain other Blb; friends,



14,

In these days a very qz? episode toock placei-

Her uncle, a1l Tﬁq%[ﬂujtahid, had become more and
more incensed against the Sﬁzakhﬁd sect and their doectrine,
Although this was a development of the Shia World =
these people were as vehemently hated by them, as by
their rivals,the Sunnis.

One fateful day the Mujtahid asognded the pulpit,
and apoke as usual againet the §Q§?§Q§£§, denouncing them
as infidels and enemies of religion: net content with
this, he prooeeded.with the utmost fury and wvirulence to
curse Siyyid x‘as.ui/{naehti'n

Among the hearexs in the Mosque was a youth named

SA'LIH Toher; he being a devoted disoiple of gg;% Kdzin, was
overcome with indignation at the violent cursing of the
Master whom he reveredl

He conceived it his duty to "Stop that mouth, so
full of blasphemy and cursing® - accordingly he determined
on a plani-
| He watched at dawn for the Mujtahld, when he was
wont to repailr to the Mosque for the eaxly prayer = he
rushed at him, struck at his mouth with a dagger = he fell
the 1ife blood gushing from that mouth which had uttered

the blasphemous curses; and so he died,

|
Q‘nlm 'r}heé fied into hiding.
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& s
All who wexe known to be members of the She{khéi

/
sect in Qasvin were at once arrested, including
L (4 )
qu/%a.to-ul—Aynﬁd/ and hex friends: about sixteen pexsons
were now thrown into prison,

QpliH
When Taher heard of these axrests, he hastened to

the Court saying:- pﬁﬂhllﬁdlé /

"T am he, who killed @g}t&ﬁfd Taqis; I pray you
release these innocent peoplet!

At first the officials did not helieve him, thinking
perchance, he wished %o sacrifice his life to save the
real pexpetrator of the erime,

Re, however, pexraistedy; "Take me to +the Mosque,
I will show wm where I etruck this man down®, (to his mind
it was not a erime, but a just punishment for hie
blasphemous ourses) - "I will also produce the daggex.

You may, in addition, call the old woman who was in the
Moaque at the time, she will witness whether I speak the
txuth or non,

Accordingly being taken to the Mosque, he showed
the place where the Mujtéhid fell dead, and the daggex
with which he had avenged his master,

This youth was imprisoned; whilst awaiting hise
trial, he broke his chain and escaped.
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He fled %o Mézind¢r&n where he joined those Blbis,

who had decided to take up arms in defence of their lives
and properties, so ruthlessly attacked,

Sé[JH Tahe# distinguished himeelf by vexry conspicuous

~ bravery, and was at length slain in the defence of this

8 tronghold,

To zeturn to T‘hirih and hexr friends, most of the
[/
wrongfully accused §b;452¢£9 were set free,

/ /
Now her husband, son of Hulle Taqi; had sucoeeded

him as Mujtfhid, and being very powerful, was able to
indulge his hatred by keeping Thhixih, and a few of the
moat prominent of her friends in prison; he knew of &
cextainty that they were absolutely innocent, but he
would not permit their release,

One of these was her trusty and devoted friend,
gg?{gg, 8411h3 he was taken to Tihran, where he was
eruelly done to death in the Market Place, before @&
orowd, who had been incensed by vile calumnies spread
againet him, and, to the accompaniment of whose yells
and execrations, the gallant soul of this first maxtyr
in the path of the Bb returned to God the Beloved,

To be followed alasl by many, many more, who, counte
ing their lives and their worldly goods of no importance,
willingly and joyfully surrendered all things = for the
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@ause of the Love of Godl

This splrit of willingness, of ecestasy, of joy,
of actual longing for the privilege of giving thelr lives
that the "Tree of Life® might be watered by the
sacrificial red blood of martyrs -~ <this spirit was the
foundation of all their heroic deeds!
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To know of the existence of so exalted a spirit,
able %o inspire human persons, and to come inte close
touch with some of thoee so inspired, is to feel one's
faith 1ifted out of the Slough of Despond,; and caught
up oen 4o a mountain top, whence eyes may see the
earth of the future £illed with thie spirit of lLove and
joy = it is an experience; which surecly must colour
all the reat of onets 1ife, and render one impervious
to pessimien - foxr 4f we axe perforee made aware
that dishonesty and greed and insincerity exist in
gonnexce a&élpolitios, and that cxuelty and hatxed
and ruthlessness are rampant on the eaxrth, we can remind
ourselves that there is also a reexrudescence, now in
these sad dark days, of that Spirit of Love and Light,
which shall, in a time not very fax distant, have 80
grown and increcased] --

"hat the World shall begcome the hoped foxr

"Delectable ParadineW,
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During these harassed days of T6hizih's work and
imprisonment, Mizah Huaayn‘ﬁif had been very active;
though not yet publicly known as a B&I.b;., he had incurred
some suspleion, because of his offorts to protect
§g§4§g sf1ih - these efforts wexe fruitless; so full of
fanatical animosity were those who were busied in encom=
passing his death,

Hfrzi Husayn zlf; however, being at the zenith of
his prosperity and power, had been succesgful in getiing
food taken 4o him - for prisonexrs wexe dependent on
whatever was sent to them by friends, as the prison offi-

cials were not empowered to feed the prisonersl

izah Husayn A11, heoring that Tnirih was s¥ill
1@priaoned, planned her escape.
A trustworthy messenger was despatehed to Qaivin
with a letter %o hex.
Very careful directions were given to him how to proceed
on this seoxet mission.
In answer to certain inquiry of his = T‘hirih would
come out to speak %0 hinm,
She would hasten with him to a place, where he was to have
fleet fresh horses in readinesa.
They rode night and day, and, on the third evening, she

arrived in Tihrén, where she was recgeived with a loving

/ {
welcome by Asgpiyéh Kh‘hum, that lovely gentle lady, who
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was the adored wife of Mirz‘yﬁuaayn.glf = at the house
of this "Father of the Poor® and helper and protector of
all who were in need = the feaxless T‘hirih was able %o
stay and rest for a short while.
She enjoyed a few days respilte, out of the power of hex

most persistent enemies, her husband and hexr fathex,

‘Avbfs Effendi told the writex that he remembered
her very well, though only about six years old at the time,
Bhe used to 8it in the inner very private room of hise
nothex, Aaicyéh Khinum, (into thies room not even the maid
servents wexe allowed to enter without permission):
she, therefore, found a veritable oasis of peace, which
must haye been sorely needed by this fearless persecuted

lady, always in grave dangex,

It was during thialviait that Siyyid Y‘hyé Dé&‘h(
came to see Mirzf Husayn %1f o his return from his
interviow with the Bfb.

T‘hirih hearing hils questionings -~ spoke out from
behind the curtain, which hung across the open doorway
of the inner room in that powerful, fascinating, all=-
persuading voice of hers,

"Siyyid Y‘iyé DJ¥£§£, this is no longer the time fox
discussions and ;&gumentn, it 1s the day for work, fox

deeds (Verse from the Quihn). If you have courage, now is
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the appointed time for its manifestation,

If you axe a man, show a proof of your manhood by
proclainming day and night,

"The promised One is comel He has comel

The Qégm has comel He is comell He is comellf®
"She used to take me on her knee often and caress me and
talk to me, I loved her, she had such a bright pleasant
face? = ihb‘; Effendi added,

It wase in these days that the B‘B, now in the prison
of M‘k‘, had sent out by the B‘bﬂal-B‘b, & proclamation
to all the B‘bf;, sunmoning them to assemble at xhpréﬁafﬁ.

This message, which was delivered with great care
in absolute secrecy, at length reached those to whom

it was sent,

T‘ﬁirih determined to obey that summons,
/ o‘ e £

Mf}u‘ Mgusa, brother of MirzA Husayn Ali, tells how
he was asked to escort her with two other ladies, on
horses out of Tihréﬁ - %o avoid dangexous risks,

suitable

He was to find a comfoxrtable place, whexe they might
for the moment xemain in safety, until further plans
could be made,

He accordingly took them to a beautiful garden =

where he left them in the protecting care of the old
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gardener, whose house was a sufficiently comfortable resting
plage = the warm welcome and kindness of their aged host
made their stay in this lonely garden pleasant:

T‘hirih, looking foxward with great joy to the
Gathering at Kgyréaﬂén, to which she was, of eourse,
on hexr way.

Mirz£ Husayn ‘Iii N‘ri was proceeding with his
preparations for the journey to Ehpréﬂeén and foxr the
hospitality to the numbers of fxiends who should
assemble there ., The arrangement foxr the feeding and
housing of so many was no a8light undertaking, even fox
one of his position - withal certain secxecy being necese-
sary 8o as not to unduly alarm the enemy,

He was joined on the way by some B&bie, and by
T‘iirih with her ladies,

Having axrived at Badaght on their way to their
destination the party encamped in three gardens,

1. Mivak moeyn‘Baf ana nis frienas,

Be T‘hirih with some ladies,

1
Qggﬁgig;?gddua and his friends,

The BAbis began to axrive in secret by one, by twos,

Se

by threes, separately = they were received and entertained

in one or the other of these three encampments,

Everything was in readiness, having been
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prepaxed by the orders of M{%zé guaaynéfli, whose noble
hospitality included all comers, and who made them
heartily welcome.
(1) About three hundred of these guests had arrived
from all sides, and everything went well for a timet
They exeited little comment -~ a party of pllgrims on a

pilgrimage, was no unusual occurrence in Persia,

T‘hirih the untiring, the undaunted, began to teach
the people in her tent,

R, She was somctimes unveiledl

This so shocked some of the B&bia, that a few of
them left Badhsht, and returned to their hones,

T‘ﬁirih felt it incumbent on her to explain the
teaching to the people;, for so few had been able to come
into direet contact with the Ba/b, who was constantly in
prison = that the new teaching was very imperfectly known,
Hence the killing of the MujtAhid ~ the people were
ignorant of the laws againet any killing whatsoever|
also that women werc to be freed from their stultified

"gonditions of life.

T‘iirih determined to emphasise this new freedom.
4
One day news came t0 her that Nﬁrz& Husayn Alf
was ille She hurried; with two ladies, to hls tent to see

for herself how he fared,
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| The veil wae not covering her facell
(2> ( B&hi'u'll‘h said, "Why have you come here amongst 80 many
1men"?

"I heard you were not well, I had to come and aee
youn,

Majestic and beautiful was this wonderful poetess
as she stood, in defiance of the custom of veiling, with
her lovely face uncovered to the astonished sight of the
assembled friends, unaccustomed to look upon the face
of any woman, but of their own relations! .

And then her fearless eloguence; as her golden voice
rang outs

"Do you not understand that now is the appointed
time, vwhen all the fettering time-worn customs are
broken? This is the Day of Judgment®, when the forms
of the old religions, with their bigotries, fanaticisms,
and prejudices shall be swept awayl

This is the Day, when all the women of the world
phall arise from their dead 1lives and be freel and
there shall be no more slavexryl!

It 48 the Will of Godl

And the voice proclaiming this frecdom is a note
of that Trumpet blast, which should sound in the Last
Days of the old dispensation « awakening all who sleep
the sleep of negligencel
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N "Ringing in the Day, when all things shall be made new,

v ﬂ“’ v "This is the New Day! the Day of Unity of Sexvice, of Loving
7B \}./‘\/ fkindness, of underatandingt of the Brotherhood of Man®{
i : elle ,MArise, arise and sexve God and Humanity"!

4”/\39 P;J?‘ 0\22)‘/’ The effeet producedppon thoes who listened to the
: O\-:)wy/ triumphant words of hex matchless eloquenqe, and met the
direet gaze of her flashing eyes, which seemed to bring them

into the elose touch with the dymamic powexr of hex vast and
nteadfast faith - this effeet was unprecedented,

Men ran hither and thither in a frenzy of excitement -
"It is the Divine volce apeaking through her; and ealling %o
us®™ not only did she win the minds of those taught Dby
her woxde of wiadom, but, beyond and above this, she won
their hearts also « she kindled theix sculs with such
& fiery enthusiansm, that many wexe ready to follow her in
all things, even unto the martyr's death, which was %o
her the Crown of Life,

In these days she taught daily in hexr tent; all who
heard her epeak were attracted by her deep learning, , a8
L/ ’
she expounded versea frxom the Quran or explained ;ia.déeﬂ_m"-
much of both she knew by heart = or again she would speak
!
on the prophecies as interpreted by the gﬁggm.

BB P e ek ws e PR S TE Gm WA M e SR WS GR S8 ws w8 @B mn e =D W

"' 'l}adéoﬂm: sayings of Muhammad to various people, in
divers places, handed down by tradition = degrees of
authenticity,
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No dull discourses these, but full of a flaming
fire, which stirred the souls of all who came into her
presencel

One ofCAbb‘s Bffendi's danghters, whilst giving me
these details concexrning T‘hirih, written down at the time,
told me that she and her sisters remembered an old man,
/ Hutprinad-1- HinaSA 4 IS HAN :

Agnd 4" Hennmsch of Iaphahfn, who had been ot
Bad&sht when the BAb{; were asnerbled there,

This old sexvitor used to attend these young girls
when they would walk from ‘Axid to vieit the Shrine of
BAR&tut 1180 atgé%%; they encouraged him %o speak of
that event, whiceh he did with evident reluctance,

His account seenms worth recording in this placet-

9] remember a feast day, whilet we were at Badlsht,
we were in that gaxden where T‘hirih Khnum's tent had
been set up,

Suddenly we saw this tent opened, as we looked,
wondering at this unusual occurrence, we saw her sitting
just within, most beantifully dressed - she spoke to us,
sniling, inviting us to come near and shake hands with her,

e must greet our friends on a feaast day",

"It 18 the day of the New Kingdom «~ we must be filled
"with joy", she sald = her face was shining: we could

not look at her -~ wonderful, wonderful, she was"|
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*You understand, Kh‘num, that we were not used ‘to

\
sec the face of any lady unveiled; our minds were grently
\ | ‘
The old man hesitated, hardly thinking it  auite

dieturbed".

respectful to speak to us sistexs of such an unvgnted,

extraordinaxy happening. v\
\

He continueds=- AA
"I heaxd her say 'The rules of the oid religipns are
done away; this ie the Day of Judgment, the Day of ﬁnity,
\s

of Brotherhood, of Love, of Sexvice'®]

Wow these energetic and fearless 3oﬁiona of T‘ﬁirlh

had caused much agitation amongst the Bibis themaelves

foxr this reasonte : \
They were not yet fully aware of the extent of the

reforme in eatabliahed oustoms, religious, and social
inaugurated by the Béb.
Hie constant imprisonments; the frxequent destruction of
even those Tablets which had, evading seizure, xeached
the hands of those for whom they wexre written, militated
against the friends being able to study his teaching,

For instance they had not undexstood that one of his
principles was hat women should heneeforth be free,

be zreleased from the fettexring xules of the old order.



And for this reason it came about that the friends,
themselvea, frequently disapproved of the action of
Tlhirih in speaking of the teaching to men, especially
with her face unveiled,

Of course the B‘bia did not fail to admire the
mazxvellous courage she displayed whenever she discarded
the veil - but they did not always understand that it
was an important part of the New Teaching +that women
should be no longer so entrammelled,

The spread of the Teaching, so impeded, exacted much
courage and energy from any disciple capable of explaining
it to those who were hungry to know its txruths,

T‘hirih was possessed with the "apirit of teaching®,
determined to reach as many as possible,

She reiterated again and againt-

#It is now the Day of preparation for the coming
#of the Kingdoml
"All the old ramparte must be thrown downl! the old worn=-
Tout build}nga met be raged to the ground, to0 make room
#for the erection of the Newn,

She was before all things dynamic = fearless,giving
herself rest neither day nor night, always raising the
Call to the Standard of the Great New Messenger, the B‘i -

the Gate of Wisdom, of Heaven, of Holinessl
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She had acecepted him at once, her spiritual eyes
were opened! she needed no arguments, no discussionsl
B0 was 16 hew the SRAia®, awaited by she Bia wedid. e is
whose immediate coming shg had believed through the
preparation of the 'gngggiiﬂ intexrpretations of the
prophetic utterances, giving the date of his appearing.

In hexr soul was one songi-

"He is comel the Qagm! the Heraldl

"He is comel "He is come®,
Therefore it followed, as the light of day succeeds the
dark night, her mind being so direct, her insight so clear,
her spirit so intrepid, that nothing in the whole world
was of any impoxtance to her, nothing remained for hex
to do but to enrol herself under his Divine banncr =

Had not Siyyi K‘sim dirccted his students -

"When I shall have returned to God, and my presence
is no longer with you - then go forth and seek the
Chosen One, and when you shall have attained the Meeting,
then "LET ALL THE WORLD KNOW®,

8he was not willing that thexe should be any delay
in obeying this demand, let the consequences be what they
wouldl From the first moment when she had believed
the Truth, and had wrxitten to the B‘S.



0. |

‘~» #The light of thy face is beaming from far,

ﬂJ\

o
) fﬁwﬂ\pﬁ "The radiance of thy Temple is all shining and

% glorious!
"ﬁhy hastenest thou not %o proclaim aloud
T am of God, and I call unto you,
Oh my peoplel
#Behold I will answex unto thy call
"0h ny Master, Here aﬁ@l here am Ii®

The 345 immediately made her one of the M"Letters of the
Living®,
Had he not said of her -

"Lol she answered my call, even before I had called

hexn,

This was the source of hexr fiery zeal which knew no
lessening; through all the dangers and persecutions
which Gogged hex footestepe during the rest of her life,
gshe steadfastly met hexr face to this one task, ignoring
all riskl

Thus it came about that she welcomed gladly the
opportunity, which the numbers of the Bﬁé{; gathered
togethex Qt BadAsht afforded to make them understand the
supreme importance of the event which had taken place,

and to explain to them some of its great meanings:
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therefore it is abundantly clear, that it was no irrespons-
ible lmpulse, but a bravely-considercd high resolve,
which prompted hex action} well aware of the grave dangers
which surrounded hex like an atmosphere, and the tragic
consequenaces which might ensue gt any moment,

There was not(%Png to wait.

Tho Muliks (of ﬁa.d&s,}lt} loathing the new teaching,
fearing the influence of %this woman who travels from
plage to place, unaccompanied by elther husband, or father,
or brother; and who even sometimes speaks to men with
her face wnveiledl®

This was so unprecedented and shocking an event
that they were in a turmoil of angex at its horxox,

Accordingly they incited the people of the place
to arise and scatter the gatherings of B‘bie, they them=-
selves leading the mob against those, whose beliefs were
anathema to themn,

T‘hirih, Quddéa and some othex of the Béﬁis left
Bad&sht to proceed to Mizindarfin, which was a sort of
stronghold refuge foxr the hunted B‘b;s.

Hex enemies, cextain Mull(%, however, instigated
the Governor of Tihr£n to have hexr waylaid and arrested.

She was brouzht to Tihrdn where she wase placed in
the house of the Kaldntar, & town official, who was made
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responsible for her safe custody,.

The Kalantar's wife quickly became interested in
both her teaching and her personality, she came to look
upon her as a saered and plous personj her two young
sons also grew much attached o their Dbeautiful and
fascinating guest.

During Tﬁhixih'a stay in this house a marriage took
place,

All the mont important ladies of T;;x‘; were guests
at the festivity.

There was the customary feasting, dancing, and
singing in the chief room, where the bride in all her
beauty of rich garments and jewels, and with downcast
eyes, sat to be admired by hexr guests,

In the midet of these celebrations, suddenly the
"sound of g voice" was heard, speaking in an adjolning
rooml

Was ever such a voice heaxd?

The maxxiage festivities ccased to hold the atien~
tion of the astonished guests, who one by one desexted them
and gathered round the wondexful volce,

Even the bride hexself, came to listen «~ and the
chief bridal room was entirely deserxrtedl
It was T&hirih's voice, earnestly telling the wone
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drous stoxry of the Great Event, "The Iméﬁ has comel the
Qégm is herel?®, she brought proofs of the stupendous truth
of her statement by explaining verses from the Qurgh.

The gueats listened epell=bound, not only by the
magnitude of the even®, but also by the magnetic person-
ality of the maxvellous woman who spoke,

A profound sensation was causedl

"What is this we heax? Why have not our religilous

"Teachers spread these tidings of amazement?

"Whexe is he? Where doth he abidet®
eried the excited guests,

T‘hirih answered sadlys-
"§_}_1_;11_g .flélih alas! has been eruelly martyred for

'proclaiming the news, and a thousand times alas|

,1&(3 ﬂ be \~0 "The Qaim himself is imprisonedll'
mﬂaﬂjﬁulﬁf / An astonished and troubled silence fell « then with one
fvﬁ/ juﬁ accord they eried "How can such things be? How®?
i 'y
n?e %?Ufuum,h When these guests spread abroad their accounts of
Omf* ﬁ/mj$::, what had taken place at the wedding, the Governor and the
f\"‘-1 5
s 0 mmliks, fearing the effect of the surprising influence
att °
2N %}/»// ahe exerted on all, who came within the radius of hex
Q;XWGAVy ! unprecedented personality - determined to encompase
In
v"“\f R hexr death,
\_‘»‘\ ~»
<t

()’Kk &),r'u’hne]ﬁbJ When the guests had gone T‘hirih called the Kalan.
A

d’r (\*\ HZ("; AN
I.J-"
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taxr?s wife to her and said:=-

,”vjb// ; "On a day, shortly to come, I shall be taken away
/// N

/lwﬁ nfrom you, After I have gone, one will come to the
g / €A9“ "door asking for me - %0 whom I pray you give this
BJ I) o g fhandkexchieft,
v - In this were wrapped up her papers, her books, and
/ Qp am claav

her beautiful KAldm-dimr (pen box).

Three days (the Kalantax's wife related) our beloved
guest stayed in her room chanting prayers - eating little
and seldom,

On the mezning of the third day she said to mel-

"TPonight they will come for me®,

She then thanked me foxr al) we had done for hexr, saying
she was sorry to have given so mach trouble to us,

She gave to me a bottle of attar of roses, a ring,
and a handkerchief - her only poesessionsl all she had
left of her foxmex riches, her beautiful treasurest
The comfortable and luxurious things of 1life,; she never
regretted, She was always enwrapped in & curious happi-
ness, marvellous and indescribable!

She sat end walted, dressed in & white robe =~ 80
beautiful she was, I can find no words in which to desoribe
hexl

Chanting prayers she waited, walted, prepared and

ready, for what she knew would come,
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Thet evening they came,

In anothex aceount it was writtemn ¢hat when the
messengers came to take her away, they told her that
they wexe sent to escoxrt hexy seeretly to a place where
she would be more safe than here = that a lady; a great
friend of hexrs had arranged this,

She replied ®I know why you are come, I am ready
and I shall be indeed safe in that place %o which I anm
going™, ’

The Kalg.ntcr'a wife contimueds=

Miy elder boy followed our guest,; in some hours he
came hagk weeping bitterly.

He told how they had taken her to a gaxden near
the gates of Tihr‘m thexe verxe atanding about some men
of the executionex olang, ,

They knew what was required of themi=-

One by one they were commanded to do their fiendish work,
which waa %o firet of 21l £411 her mouth with a suffoocating
handkexchief,

Bhe stood there in her white xobe with hexr hands
bound, looking so wondexfully beautiful, as she ocalmly
sniled on them ~ saying "And you are not afraid to
offend God by this woxk?®
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One by one the men rushed shrieking away, refusing

to touch "what seemed to them an sngelie visitangi®
Being at night; her many friends had no knowledge

of hexr danger, from which they might,; and of a certainty
g Q”f\%v;‘e“?\y would, have reseued hex,
0f the lest part of this Max$yrdom, one aceount

v, lQ,t” ‘ s i g
;Mwﬁfw/ "When the executioner men had all gone - & Nublan
glave, coarse and brutal was given to understand that he
would recelve his freedom, and be othexwise rewarded if
he would kill this woman,

Too coarse and brutal he was to be affected by her
angelic face and her sweet voloe,
Therefore was he chosen; 8ome aleohol was gilven to him,
and he was led to herl a fit instrunment for a deed of
darkness, which that day disgraced the Humanity of
earth,

There was o deep dry well in that garden, into which
it was said she was thrown,
A building at the side of this garden was the prison where
BAhA'ut1ll&h was aftexwards to be in chainsi
g“‘%fr,vvﬂ" / 1t ie now loid out a8 a beautiful garden where

it can people "otroll and stare®, where children enjoy their play,
/ knowing nothing of that deed of shame,
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MISH/N/!//I-H
This gaxrden is called WHuseyniyeh®,

In txying to be fair to these men, who accomplished
this unspeakable crime in seoxreey to make her death sure,
we remembex that they werxe religious fanaties, who counted
rdhirih an infidel, they feared hexr influence, which
appeared to them magical.

She was to them a dangewxous leader, who would
bring & new and upsetiing condition into the conventional
religious and social customs of the land,
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