


RKOKOVOKDO

AMERICAN PRODUCTS FOR SPINNERS AND WEAVERS
Introducing

KRokoCowmas/

Versatile, lightweight, mid-size combs handcrafted of
Jine oak and sparkling stainless steel

The first thing you'll notice about KokoCombs is
the way they feel in your hands—like they were
made to be held. The long, shapely, tapered oak grips
balance the combs’ tines perfectly, so you always
feel in control. You can do more combing with less
fatigue and less stress on your wrists and arms.

The polished 3 1/2” stainless tines—15 per comb
on 1/4” centers—handle virtually any wool with
ease. You'll be combing more wool faster, easier, and
with better results than you ever thought possiblel

Best of all, KokoCombs are elegant, non-intimidat-
ing, and crafted like fine heirlooms to last and last.

See for yourself. Call for your pair now at the
introductory price of $59.

TReadySpin™
Treat yourself to this wonderful
ready-to-spin, ready-dyed, ready
combed, American wool top! Over
40 delicious colors. Special 6-pack-
1 oz. each of six colors-$10!
Sample and color card, $1

Perfect Fricke drum carder. Unbeat-
able performance, easy to use, built to
last! 8” width, industrial strength metal
frame, Slicker Licker feeder. With reg.
cloth $280, fine or extra fine $310.

-

) Best Buy! $220
Fast, versatile
S Scotch tension
® Fricke wheel.

5 ratios from Solid brass  Featherweight
5.7to0 19.4:1 American-made  spindles for
Portable—just Takli spindle. cotton, angora,
12 Ibs. Super 314 0z. 7" long. silk. 1/4 to 1/2 oz.
wide treadle. Gorgeous. $15  Fine woods. $12

Hand Woolcombing & Spinning, Teal $18.95 Nature's Colors: Magnificent Navajo spindles 2

Handspinning Cotton, Linder $9.00 Dyes From Plants Drop or high whorl spindles $12
American Merino Top, white $17/1b by Ida Grae Best oak Turkish spindles $18
Schacht Wheels Call for best price!  The standard. 268

tested formulas.
New! Cotton Spinner's Kit includes a 229 pages. $21.95
featherweight top-whorl spindle, a pair A Dyer's Garden
of 5” cotton carders, 2 oz. of natural by Rita Buchanan

colored cotton sliver, 8 oz. of pima 112 pages, $9.95 MasterCard, Check. Questions? Please call (606)
cotton lint, and the book Handspinning 234-5707. We'd love to help. Kokovoko Breeding

Cotton. ($60 value) $49 ORDERS 800-804-5541 rarm, Rt. 3 Box 134, Corinth, Ky 41010

FREE CATALOG 606-234-5707
Shipping included (US) on orders over S75;
others add $3. All items covered by our 30-day
money back guarantee. Pay with Visa,
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Editor’s Page

It’s never too late to start over, or to
begin an enormous project. A friend and I
were talking about Chartres and other
cathedrals, built over generations by many
people who contributed the work of their
own hands to the effort. We talked about
how it’s difficult for us even to think be-
yond the immediate demands that sur-
round us, drowning out everything else. To
start a project of major scope, should we be
able to envision it, takes still more nerve.

In small ways, though, we practice this
art of grand vision. We take the time to
find and prepare the right fibers. We spin
as carefully as we can (sometimes that's
“not very,” but we stay on the path—we
still spin). If a project’s not right, we rip
out and start over—like Janice Keller
began again on her shawl (page 44), and
Anna Hultquist ripped out her first hand-
spun sweater in order to knit the one that
appears here (page 67). I've made and taken
apart two sweaters this winter, although I
might be about to finish a vest (we'll see).

Discouraging? I don’t think so. I think
this process is about learning not to settle
for less than the best. There’s enormous
satisfaction in saying, “Not good enough.
I'll do it again.”

—Ds

P.S. If you liked the Weave-it article in the
last issue, don’t miss the corrected instruc-
tions on page 117 (Sigh.) And the
knitting/crochet abbreviations for this issue
are on page 115, because they didn’t fit any-
where else. We’ll try again next issue.
Meanwhile, this one has a press date....

Convergence '96, Portland: All who are
planning to attend, please see the notice on
the next page. Portland-area spinners have
been working hard to make the spinning
presence felt at the conference, and we can
all help. If you'll be there and you're a
Spin’ Off or Interweave Press contributor
(from any time), we’d like to invite you to
a breakfast. Drop us a postcard, let us
know what your contribution has been,
and we’ll send you an invitation.

German, anyone? Friedrich Traub, one
of Spin Off's European distributors, is of-
fering a supplementary German trans-
lation through a special arrangement with
Interweave Press. Spinner Alexandra Weik-
ert, who understands what she’s talking
about in both languages, transforms the
text. If you’re more comfortable in Ger-
man than in English, or curious to see
what all this looks like in another
language, contact Friedrich Traub at the
address on the masthead, opposite.

Support spinners
through scholarships

SOAR Scholarship Fund. A fund is now
in place at to help folks attend the Spin- Off
Autumn Retreat who couldn’t otherwise
get there. We recognize the incredible
wealth of knowledge and inspiration avail-
able from mentors and participants at
SOAR and would like to offer as much
support as possible to those who study the
art and craft of handspinning. Contribu-
tions may be made to SOAR Scholarship
Fund, Interweave Press, 201 East Fourth
Street, Loveland, Colorado 80537-5655.
Potential recipients, contact Nancy
Disney, events assistant at Interweave
Press, for application guidelines. Thanks to
previous SOAR participants for planting,
nurturing, and growing this good idea, and
Marilyn Murphy, events coordinator at In-
terweave Press, for making it a reality.

Beverly Royce Knitting Camp Scholar-
ship. Beverly Royce, master knitter, spin-
ner, and SOAR mentor, was a veteran at-
tendee at Knitting Camp, hosted by Eliza-
beth Zimmermann and Meg Swansen. Her
comrades have informally organized a
memorial scholarship to camp in her
name. For more information, contact Meg
Swansen, Schoolhouse Press, 6899 Cary
Bluff, Pittsville, Wisconsin 54466.

A memorial scholarship fund in spinner
and weaver Ginger Jolley’s name has been
established to aid high school seniors. See
page 38 for more information. Rim of the
World Communities Scholarship Council,
Ginger Harrison Jolley Memorial Scholar-
ship for Visual Arts, PO Box 1816, Blue Jay,
California 92317
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Letters

NOTICE

SPINNERS AT
CONVERGENCE "96

Are you a spinner going to
Convergence '96 in Portland, Ore-
gon? Make a tassel to hang from
your name tag! This is an “unof-
ficial” way to help spinners rec-
ognize each other and to let the
| rest of the fiber community know
| who we are (and how many there
| are of us!). Pass this information

on; the spinners organizing this
| are relying on word of mouth to
make this underground move-
ment for recognition a success.

P.S. If you forget to bring your
tassel, come by the Spinners’
Gallery to pick one up, as a wel-
coming gift from the spinners of
the Northwest.

Dear Spin' Off,

I got my Spin Off today, and while I
was reading your editorial, I got sweaty
palms! I felt sure you were casting on
for my hat waiting for the light to
change sending all the corrections
on to Dale. I really loved your thoughts
on patterns. It made me think of my
own first attempts at reading and deci-
phering this foreign language. It was this
“knitting language” that actually kept
me from casting on—I was sure I could
never interpret this secret text. When I
finally did cast on, I was a nervous knit-
ter; and if part way through the pattern

there was an error, I was a goner. So,
now I'm a nervous pattern writer!

I really thought your comments on
knitting-as-story were beautiful. I have
always felt the entrelac sock [Winter
1992] was my stepping-stone—all my
work and ideas have come from this. It
is the life that goes on around me that
makes the changes for new ideas so con-
stant, rich, and exciting. Story is as
much a part of it as anything.

I wanted you to know how much I
enjoyed your thoughts, and it created a
nice break in my day to reflect on some
real nice memories.

—Kathryn Alexander,
Berkeley, California

Editor’s note: Kathryn contributed the
entrelac socks that were on the cover
of the Winter 1992 issue and the
Socks special issue. She is a contribu-
tor to our new Interweave Knits, and
she will be a mentor at SOAR this
year. This all adds up to a Iot of
opportunity to practice “knitting
language.”

We’re nervous pattern editors, too,
by the way. The numbers of gremlins
and poltergeists that attack written
instructions at all stages of their
process continue to boggle our minds.
See the next letter  and thanks for
the good words, Kathryn. In the midst
of the quest for errors, it’s nice to
know we managed to make a coher-
ent comment.

Dear Spin-Off,

I was thrilled to find the piece on the
Weave-it loom in the Spring 1996 issue.
Several years ago, while helping my
grandmother clean out an old Hoosier

cabinet that had been buried in the
storeroom (originally a bedroom—you
know how it goes), I found a four-inch
Weave-it in its box. The instructions had
vanished, but miraculously, the needle
was there. I figured out how to weave
on the little loom by carefully examin-
ing the illustration on the box and fol-
lowing the arrows printed on the loom
itself. I had visions of crafting an afghan
from the woven squares, but college
time constraints frustrated my effort;
that year everyone got woven coasters
for Christmas. I still pull out my Weave-
it every now and then, especially when
I have that odd bit of handspun and an
idle hour. Some day I may just get that
afghan finished after all.

I would like to point out that the di-
rections for warping the Weave-it that
you printed on pages 44-45 are incor-
rect: the wrapping plans for steps 2 and
4 are switched. If you follow the direc-
tions as given, two sides of the woven
square will unravel once removed from
the loom. The wrapping plan should fol-
low the layout of step 4 for step 2 (with
the exception of the final wrap), and vice
versa. I thought you should know.

—TJeffery Wilson,
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Editor’s note, from Deb: Aaargh!/
Sometimes Dale kindly keeps me
from jumping off something tall. Our
offices were moved away from the
balcony a couple of years ago, perhaps
with reasons other than those we were
told about.

I have woven hundreds of Weave-
it squares, and none of them has ever
unraveled. The drawings were made
from photocopies of a loom at various

—continues on page 6
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IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

MWOOL,

THEN STOP RIGHT HERE!!

R.H. LINDSAY COMPANY
WOOL MERCHANTS
16 Mather St. P.O. Box 218, Boston, MA 02124
Telephone: (617) 288-1155

Fax: (617) 288-1050
email: rhlwool @aol.com

Raw Fleece Combed Top & Sliver
Whitest Whites Fine Apparel Wools
Natural Shades Coarse Rugwools
Blackest Blacks Mohair

Holding one of the largest Inventories of Wool for Handcrafters
Send $4.00 for Sample Cards

\_ 4
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THE RIO GRANDE" WHEEL

Combined Speed & Versatility That Is Unmatched!

Send $3 for color catalog
or

Send $25* plus $2.50 postage

for catalog & video (75 min.)

SEE FOR YOURSELF WHAT THIS
UNIQUE WHEEL CAN DO.
(*Will be applied ro purchase of Wheel.)

NEW!: Electric Spinner/Bobbin Winder

RIO GRANDE

WEAVERS SUPPLY

800.765.1272 505.758.0433
216B Pueblo Norte, Taos, New Mexico 87571

L/? F R I C KE E NTE R P R I S E S Wool Carders, Spinning Wheels, Efc.

8702 State Rd 92 . Granite Falls, WA 98252-9719 . (360) 691-5779

BENCH CARDERS + OVER 22 YEARS OF SERVICE TO FIBER ARTISTS
CONSIDERED WORLD CLASS BY OUR CUSTOMERS <+ ASK SOMEONE WHO OWNS ONE!
OUR MOTTO: YOU CAN ALWAYS PAY MORE BUT YOU CAN'T BUY ANY BETTER

You owe it to yourself to check out our SPINNING WHEELS
¢ They are SMOOTH, hard working, USER FRIENDLY, and
very versatile ¢ Fax your inquiry to (360) 691-7590, or call or
write for Catalog.
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" We Can Card the Feathers
Off A Duck!

(Well, maybe not
this particular duck)

Specializing in hard-to-handle
and unusual fibers.

CUSTOM CARDING
UNIQUE, READY TO SPIN BLENDS

* No minimum weights
* Experienced in all fibers
* Blends, our specialty

* Specialized equipment for
exotics & fine wools

* Dye work available

e Call, we are happy to discuss
carding options

SULLIVAN’S

SPRINGWATER SPINOFFS
26045 S. Warnock
Estacada, OR 97023
1-800-745-9111, to order
503-630-4520 for information

SEND LSAE FOR INFO

FOR YOUR SUMMER SPINNING:
TRY OUR RAYON ROVINGS

18 Fantastic Colors

more Letters . ..

(continued from page 3)

stages of warping. And you’re right, Jeffery. If you follow
those instructions, two sides of the square will unravel
when you pop it off the loom. The correct (we do hope)
warping pattern is on page 117 How do these things get
messed up! We have a reputation for being obsessive about
getting directions correct, and they still end up wrong
sometimes.

Dear SpinOff,

What a disappointment the Spring 1996 issue was! I usu-
ally look to Spin-Off to inspire and encourage creative work—
but hair bungees and potholders? Really! Are you aiming to a
first-time-spinner audience? You'll lose your subscribers, like
myself, who want to see beautiful, superbly crafted work—
like Joan Cummer’s [giviut needle lace shawl]. Forget small
pieces—wrong idea.

—Susan Dawson, Chelmsford, Massachusetts

Dear Spin-Off,

Hands down! This [Spring 1996] is my most favorite
Spin-Off of all! It’s hard to believe that I've been spinning close
to twenty years and reading Spin  Off nearly ten, and yet you
still have the power to motivate and excite me, and you con-
sistently create for me a sense that I belong to a large and di-
verse but always committed extended family. It's truly won-
derful.

This issue was extraordinary for me because of the cross-
section and balance you chose. I loved the article about Per-
sis Grayson and the spinning wheel pieces. I learn so much
about things I need to know to teach, like understanding other
wheels than my own, from Spin-Off.

—Jude Daurelle, Tacoma, Washington

Dear Spin-Off,

It really “made my day” to see the article on Persis Grayson
[Spring 1996, page 26]! It tells about the real Persis behind the
long list of her accomplishments and honors. She has taught
a lot more than spinning—things like love and patience and
finding your own way. Martha expressed it for all of us who
are also “Persis’ children.”

—Dale Liles, Knoxville, Tennessee

Dear Spin-Off,

Here is another idea for small amounts of yarn. Since be-
coming a fiber freak more than sixteen years ago, I've hand-
knitted more than six hundred garments, but the ones which
bring smiles and comments with each wearing are forlorn,
cast-off cashmere sweaters I've mended. My parsimonious na-
ture wouldn’t allow me to throw them out, although some
had busted elbows and frayed necklines and waistbands, and
a couple showed results of moths’ bacchanalian feasts. Knit-
ting with assorted yarn samples and leftovers, I started with
elbow patches and progressed to other ailing areas. Then I stood
back to admire my handiwork. It was so much fun I got car-
ried away. I put swatches where there were no injuries, and
made pockets out of swatches and fastened them with inter-

—continues on page 112

6 SPIN- OFF

Summer 1996



PAT GREEN CARDERS

48793 Chilliwack Lake Road, Chilliwack, B.C. V4Z |1Aé Canada
C,) Call or write for free brochure (604) 858-6020 between 9:00 a.m. & 9:00 p.m. our time (Pacific Time) (:

INTRODUCING THE NEW POWERED BEVERLY

Rainbow Batts

on your drumcarder.

The production drum is a favorite for its
extra-thick batts.To make a number of

* POWERFUL INTERNAL SPACE SAVING MOTOR INSIDE THE FRAME identical layered dyed batts, card the com-
* TAKES UP NO MORE SPACE THAN THE STANDARD BEVERLY plete amount of each color rather than
* DUAL RATIOS FOR SUPERB CARDING AND BLENDING changing colors often. When you have all
* ACCEPTS ALL OF THE INTERCHANGEABLE DRUMS the colors done, you can then stack them
* COSTS LESS THAN A BEVERLY WITH ADDED POWER PACK as desired for layered Rainbow Batts.

PHONE PAULA FOR DETAILS

FAMOUS TRIPLE PICKER
FREVIEW OF THINGS TO COME FOR PRE-CARDING PREPARATION

¢« SMOOTH BALL BEARING ACTION
OUR LATEST CREATION * 600 GROUND AND HARDENEb POINTS
THE THREE-DRUM SUPER CARD « SKEETY FADLGER INELUBED

Now on test with Allen Fannin
Details in next issue
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For over half a century—
The World’s Leading Manufacturer of
Spinning Wheels—ASHFORD HANDICRAFTS
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Visit one of these dealers to test spin an Ashford spinning wheel and to find a wide variety of fibers.
Write to us for a free color brochure showing all Ashford products.
CRYSTAL PALACE YARNS, 3006 San Pablo Avenue, Dept. 8, Berkeley, CA 94702.

States are listed in alphabetical order. Shops are organized by zip code order within each state list.

ASHEORD

ALABAMA Denwar Craft Studio Frizelle-Enos Green Valley Weaver’s GEORGIA
2306 E. 16th St. 265 Petaluma Ave. Supply
Hollytree Heritage Costa Mesa, CA 92627 Sebastopol, CA 95472 9555 Bennison Terrace Clay House ;
Shoppe . 770 Oglesby Bridge Rd.
11696 AL Hwy. 65 (714) 548-1342 (707) 823-6404 Colo. Springs, CO 80908 Conyers, GA 30208
' (719) 495-9010 y
) AL 1 (404) 483-6884
Hollytree, AL 3575 s t0 Ewe Mountain View Woolens  (g00) 457-8559
(205) 7762351 Hare 27000 Burndale Rd
118 S. Glassell #2 urndate 1d. Davis-Reagan House
Orange, CA 92666 Sonoma, CA 95476 The Mountain Weavery Rte. 3, Box 675, Hwy. 9
(707) 9384454 i istoric Di W
ALASKA (714) 771-1807 Union Ave. Historic Dist. Dahlonega, GA 30533
(714) 538-8160 311% S. Union Ave. (706) 864-8924
Knitting Frenzy g;é“F“geaV“ Pueblo, CO 81003
4240 Old Seward Hare’s to Ewe freet (719) 545-2297 Big Creek Fibers
HWY #18 1234 S. Main St Eureka, CA 95501 191 Gartrell St.
. - (707) 443-8145 .
?nc71;05r2§e2,71117< 99503 Santa Ana, CA 92707 Escuela Ellijay, GA 30540
20 - (714) 542-1963 Alberta Borow’s Elegant  Amber Shook (706) 635-6731
(FAX) 953.9520 Goat Ranch 34040 Hwy. 285 (800) 6196731
ONA 11525 Dry Creek Rd. Villa Grove, CO 81155
f;l(;e;v F;ldct.ory Hooves Farm (916) 823-2433 Dry Creck Fibers & IDAHO
. Main 1S
Mesa, AZ 85201 20 31 I;d'nz 48CA 2% Lofty Low’s Handwovens The Dyed Ewe
(602) 969-4346 erra Bella, CA 93 585 Main St. 250 Main St. 209 West 1st South
gg Z;éééii Placerville, CA 95667 Delta. CO 81416 Sugar City, ID 83448
Z«zlilsirsre;;s N&;; ) 016) 642-2270 (970) 874-3449 (208) 359-2206
. Hwy.
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 The Village Spinning & gumpelstilskin Threadings, Ltd. Heagy House
g Weaving Shop apn i 1118 No. 14th St.
(520) 378-0330 1021 “R” St. 2851 Road BY .
425 B Alisal Rd. Sacramento, CA 95814 . Boise, ID 83702
) Grand Junction, CO 81503 (208) 345-2086
White Mountain Wool Solvang, CA 93463 (916) 442-9225 (970) 242-3883
HC 32, Box 525 Fireside Farms 8901 Clovis
2125 Hwy. 77 Custom Handweavers Shasta Song Fiber Arts ~ gog 91y Rql. Boise, ID 83709
Show Low, AZ 85901 Allied Arts Guild 2540 Lake Tahoe Blvd., #23 : ’
’ Grand Junction, CO 81505 (208) 322-1811
(520) 536-2796 75 Arbor Rd. S. Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 (970) 858—9288
Menlo Park, CA 94025 (916) 541-3180 The Needle Nook
Mudra (415) 325-0626 175 S. Main St.
223 W. Gurley St. Moscow, ID 83843
Prescott, AZ 86301 Straw Into Gold COLORADO CONNECTICUT (208) 882-2033
(520) 778-5947 3006 San Pablo Ave. Skyloom Fibres Lamb’
Studi Berkeley, CA 94702 1705 So. Pearl 81 Stonebridge Rd.
o Three (510) 548-5241 ,
1442 W, Gurley St. Denver, CO 80210 Wilton, CT 06897 ILLINOIS
Prescott, AZ 86301 J Bar H Ranch (303) 777-2331 (203) 762-8909 The Kew
y (800) 996-5666 eenaw
(20 778-0307 13185 New Ave. The Recycled Lamb Shepherd
San Martin, CA 95046 2010 Youngfield 202 East Westminster
(408) 683-2710 Lakewood. CO 80215 Lake Forest, IL 60045
CALIFORNIA (303) 234-9337 FLORIDA (708) 295-9524
Golden Fleece
Wild Fiber Cottonwood Great Yarn Loft Co.
1453-E 14th Street 303 Potrero §t, Ste. 25-103  shuttles Spindles & 208 S. Lake Dr. 120 N. York Rd., Ste. 220
Santa Monica, CA 90404 520t Cruz, CA 95060 Skeins Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 Elmhurst, IL 60126
(310) 458-2748 (408) 426-1425 633 S. Broadway, Shop #N  (941) 368-7379 (708) 833-7423
(Table Mesa Shop Center)
Powell Sheep Co. Bar-B-Woolies Boulder, CO 80303 Warped Yarns The Fold
1826 Keyes Rd. 5308 Roeding Rd. (303) 494-1071 1235 Beneva Road South 3316 Millstream Rd.
Ramona, CA 92065 Hughson, CA 95326 Sarasota, FL 34232 Marengo, IL 60152
(619) 789-1758 (209) 883-0833 Just Dyelightful (941) 366-8167 (815) 568-5320
Handwovens (815) 568-0165
CountrySpun Fibers Mountain Lady Yarns 2629 W. Colorado Ave. ‘Weaving Beetle Ventures
1731 Redwing St. 24125 Red Cedar Dr. Colorado Springs, CO 2680 N.E. 31st Place EALE
San Marcos, CA 92069 Sugarpine, CA 95346 80904 Ocala, FL 34479 MORE D RS
(619) 744-0306 (200) 586-7312 (719) 636-0059 (904) 351-1888 ——-




Visit one of these dealers to test spin an Ashford spinning wheel and to find a wide variety of fibers.
Write to us for a free color brochure showing all Ashford products.
CRYSTAL PALACE YARNS, 3006 San Pablo Avenue, Dept. 8, Berkeley, CA 94702.

ASHFORD States are listed in alphabetical order. Shops are organized by zip code order within each state list.
The Warped Weaver Stone’s Throw MICHIGAN Connie May’s Spinning Colebrook Feeds
675 Vermont Rd. 444 Hinton Rd. . Shop 43 Colby St.
Belle River Fibers Y
Frankfort, IL 60423 Sadieville, KY 40370 140;0 Hurelf Rd. HCO05, Box 46D Colebrook, NH 03576
(800) 286-5536 (502) 857-2712 Capac, MI 48002 Park Rapids, MN 56470 (603) 237-4430
(810) 395-7508 (218) 732-0374
Koenig Farm Hodge Podge
INDIANA Rt. 1, Box 176A The Spinning Wheel Handicrafts
Yucca Flats Yarns Arlington, KY 42021 Shop MISSOURI 59 Belknap Ave.

& Fibers (502) 655-6503 6425 Emery Rd. Newport, NH 03773
8708 S. CR 500 W Houghton Lake, MI 48629 ~ Weaving Dept./Myers (603) 863-1470
Reelsville, IN 46171 (517) 422-4350 181;)1% rd
also located in “The LOUISIANA . Dunn Rd.

Noblesville Emporium” Rapunzel’s Weaving (I-270 & Hanley Rd.)

(317) 672-8205 Diana Hardy Spinning & Arts Florissant, MO 63031 NEW JERSEY
& Weaving 664 S. Main St. (314) 921-7800 Briar Rose Farm
Shipshewana Spinning 315 Washington St. Frankenmuth, MI 48734 Margo Koehler

Wheel Co. Lake Charles, LA 70605 (517) 652-8281 The Niddy Noddy 37 Lovton R
130 Harrison, St. (318) 4789867 (517) 652-9251 Rie. 2, Box 2504 Moo, NJ 08098
Shipshewana, IN 46565 New London, MO 63459 (2C1 729—14’52J
(219) 768-7842 Hastings Antique Mall (573) 221-0410

MAINE (Lady Peddler)
Yarns Unlimited 142 E. State St. Kiddin’ A-Round North Country Koits
129 Fountain Square Halcyon Yarn Hastings, MI 49058 374 NW 251 551 Hands Mill Rd.
Bloomington, IN 47404 12 School St. (616) 948-9644 Clinton, MO 64735 Belleplain, NJ 08270
(812) 3342464 Bath, ME 04530 (816) 8856614 (609) 861-0328
(812) 339-1674 (800) 341-0282 Barry's Town &
(207) 442-7909 Country Farm Carol Leigh’s Specialties ~ The Spinnery
Lear Fiber Arts 6360 Sampson Rd. & Hill Creek Fiber 1367 Hwy. 202
1701 Ohio Street #C Timberstone Camden, MI 49232 Studio Neshanic Sta., NJ 08853
Terre Haute, IN 47807 RR1, Box 3125 (Rt. 3) (219) 4265778 7001 Hillcreek Rd. (908) 369-3260
(812) 234-4759 Freedom, ME 04941 (517) 368-5746 Columbia, MO 65203
(207) 589-4675 Hands Mohair. (314) 874-2233
andspuns, Mohair, (800) 874-9328
IOWA 25]37014 hs (TREWEAV) NEW MEXICO
th Street
. The Natural Twist
Rose Tree Fiber Shop MARYLAND ?élle é?%lgzoh;; 49344 515 Main St., SE (inside
2814 West Street Misty Mountain Fiber MONTANA Valencia Artisans)
Ames, IA 50014 Workshop The Bicycle Sho Los Lunas, NM 87031
(515) 2927076 814 Annapolis Rd. 315 Deargt T Butler Ranch (505) 865-1183
Gambrills, MD 21054 Manistique, MI 49854 Jody Butler (505) 866-5100
Country Lane Fiber Arts  (410) 923-3852 y H.C. 55, Box 316
f (906) 341-2234 o
2860 Quincy Ave. (800) 257-2907 (800) 554-3434 Fishtail, MT 59028 The Fiber Connection
New London, IA 52645 (406) 328-6956 406 Adams NE
(319) 367-5065 Albuquerque, NM 87108
(505) 281-3366
SAS MASSACHUSETTS MINNESOTA NEW HAMPSHIRE (505) 266-4251
KAN Fiber Loft/Bare Hill Mille Ridge Country
Yarn Barn Studios Store The Fiber Studio Village Wools
918 Massachusetts Rte. 111, Post Office Bldg. 18640 Olinda Trail, No. Foster Hill Rd,, Box 637 3801 C San Mateo NE
Lawrence, KS 66044 Harvard, MA 01451 Marine on St. Croix, MN 1{6311“1‘1;;; I‘;H 03242 Albuquerque, NM 87110
(800) 468-0035 (508) 456-8669 55047 (603) 428-7830 (800) 766-4553
(612) 433-3575 . Mountain Sheen & (505) 883-2919
The Country Crafter arm 1 oua ccp
KENTUCKY Pine Grove Ave. Creative Fibers Woo. Co.
5416 Penn Ave. So. No. Wilmot Rd. off Rt. 4A
L.S.H. Creations Hanson, MA 02341 Minneapolis, MN 55419 Wwilmot NH 03287 NEW YORK
1584 Wellesley Dr. S. (617) 293-2157 (612) 927-8307 (800) 298-9665
Lexington, KY 40513 (617) 878-3151 (603) 526-WOOL Woodside Weavers
(606) 231-0258 Endion Station Crafts & 4091 Jockey St.
Salt Air l67arm Pleiades Jewelry The Wool Room Charlton, NY 12019
512 Ree. 6A 600 East Superior St 218 Pleasant St. (518) 399-7991
MORE DEALE perior St.
O D RS Dennis, MA 02638 Duluth, MN 55802 Antrim, NH 03440
h (508) 385-9255 (218) 727-3534 (603) 588-6637




Visit one of these dealers to test spin an Ashford spinning wheel and to find a wide variety of fibers.
Write to us for a free color brochure showing all Ashford products.
CRYSTAL PALACE YARNS, 3006 San Pablo Avenue, Dept. 8, Berkeley CA 94702,

States are listed in alphabetical order. Shops are organized by zip code order within each state list.

HiGH-SPEED
ASHFORD FLYER

This ftyer is now the standard for
the Traditional and Traveller
spinning wheels. In addition to
spinning at the two original
speeds, this flyer adds a third
high speed. Ratios are 6.8:1,
12.5:1, and 18.5:1. No problem to
upgrade from an older style,
2-speed flyer since this flyer fits
older wheels.

Ashford Double Drive owners—
High-speed whorl and bobbins
are available for all styles of
Ashford double drive wheels
(ratios: 14:1, 17:1, and 25:1).

Spin-N-Knit Crafts
Factoryville Rd.

Rt. 2, Box 33

Crown Point, NY 12928
(518) 597-3785

Spin A Yarn

7 S. Washington St.
Binghamton, NY 13903
(607) 722-3318

Daft Dames Handcrafts
13384 Main Rd., Rte. 5
Akron, NY 14001

(716) 542-4235

Country Delights
4817 Huff Rd.
Hemlock, NY 14466
(716) 367-2214
(800) 858-5740

Sheep & Wool Shop
4977 Ridge Chapel
Marion, NY 14505
(315) 926-5765

Sheep Shop

1867 Saltvale Rd.
Warsaw, NY 14569
(716) 786-5183

NORTH CAROLINA

Shuttles Needles &
Hooks

214 E. Chatham St.

Cary, NC 27511

(919) 469-WEAV

NORTH DAKOTA

Silks & Yarns

11 8th Street South
Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 280-1478

62 E. Cherry (On the

OHIO Sally’s Shop
139 College St.
HoncyRockEafeepelscs s o onth, OH 44281
10363 Loches Rd. NE 216) 334-1996
St. Louisville, OH 43071 (216) 334-
Gl Merrie Lamb
Village Craf 3811 Lincoln St. East

Canton, OH 44707

Square) (216) 488-2544
Sunbury, OH 43074
(614) 965-3476 Fibemoljks
3102 Maginn Dr.
Dayton, OH 45434
ety (513) 4265522
Clyde, OH 43410
(800) 554-7973
MORE DEALERS

—




Visit one of these dealers to test spin an Ashford spinning wheel and to find a wide variety of fibers.
Write to us for a free color brochure showing all Ashford products.

CRYSTAL PALACE YARNS, 3006 San Pablo Avenue, Dept. 8, Berkeley, CA 94702.

States are listed in alphabetical order. Shops are organized by zip code order within each state list.

OKLAHOMA

Stitching Post
5928 N.W. 16

Oklahoma City, OK 73127

(405) 495-4699

OREGON

The Cobbs’ Web
21558 Hwy 99E
Aurora, OR 97002
(503) 678-2288

Molehill Farm

1246 S.W. Borland Rd.
West Linn, OR 97068
(503) 638-6799

(800) 558-6799

Northwest Wools
3524 SW Troy St.
Portland, OR 97219
(503) 244-5024

Sheyna Fibers

214 SW Monroe
Corvallis, OR 97330
(541) 753-1381

Soft Horizons Fibre
412 E. 13th Ave.
Eugene, OR 97401
(541) 343-0651

Inda Farm Enterprises
26336 Crow Rd.

Eugene, OR 97402

(541) 345-9498

Winding River Fibre
25710 Siuslaw River Rd.
Lorane, OR 97451

(503) 942-3812

By the Bay Creations/
The Bag Lady

1887 Union Ave.

North Bend, OR 97459

(541) 756-7978

‘Web-ster’s:
Handspinners,
Weavers, & Knitters

11 North Main St.

Ashland, GR 97520

(800) 482-9801

MORE DEALERS
e

PENNSYLVANIA

Silverbrook Farms
RD #1 Box 133
Marchand, PA 15758
(412) 286-3317
(412) 286-9443

Autumn House Farms
Covode Route 119
Covode, PA 15771
(412) 286-9596

Country Spun Studio
RR1, Box 269

Rochester Mills, PA 15771
(412) 286-3255

(800) 970-9703

Otter Creek Store
106 South Diamond
Mercer, PA 16137
(412) 662-2830

Weaver’s Loft

308 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Centre Hall, PA 16828
(814) 364-1433

(800) 693-7242

Mannings

1132 Green Ridge Rd.
East Berlin, PA 17316
(717) 624-2223

(800) 233-7166

Althouse’s Sewing
Center

2371 Packhouse Rd.

Fogelsville, PA 18051

(610) 285-6597

Hillandale Farm
Lamb & Wool Co.
RR #1, Box 189
Hunlock Creek, PA 18621
(717) 256-3346

Tangled Web
7900 Germantown Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19118
(215) 242-1271

RHODE ISLAND

Slater Mill Historic Site
Museum Shop

67 Roosevelt Ave.

P.O. Box 696

Pawtucket, R 02862

(401) 725-8638

SOUTH CAROLINA

The Weaver’s Knot
508 Inlet Dr.

Seneca, SC 29672
(800) 680-7747
(803) 882-1214

Starview Farm

Rt. 1, Box 32R

Old Stage Rd.
Edgefield, SC 29824
(800) 820-YARN

TEXAS

‘Woolenworks, Inc.
119 S. Tennessee St.
McKinney, TX 75069
(214) 562-9276

Spindletop Yarn Shop
8405 Pickwick Lane
Dallas, TX 75225

(214) 691-2489

Yarn and Stitches, Inc.
12215 Coit Rd., Ste. 213
Dallas, TX 75251

(214) 239-9665

(800) 697-7567

Heritage Arts at the

Blossom Patch
1506 North Main
Cleburne, TX 76031
(817) 558-8488

Upstairs Studio
304 W. Main

La Porte, TX 77571
(713) 470-0108
(800) 640-8991

Fay Drozd

305 Indian Creek Rd.
Ingram, TX 78025
(210) 367-2567

Stonehill

104-A E. Ufer
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
(210) 669-2274

Beck’s Warp *n Weave
2815 34th St.

Lubbock, TX 79410
(800) 658-6698

UTAH

Salt Lake Weaver’s Store

1227 East 3300 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84106
(801) 486-1610

(800) 363-5585

VERMONT

Ellen’s 1/2 Pint Farm
85 Tucker Hill Rd.
Norwich, VT 05055
(802) 649-5420

VIRGINIA
Catherine Whipple
Dodds

225 North King St.
Leesburg, VA 22075
(703) 7774256

Springwater Fiber

Workshop Inc.
820 N. Fairfax St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-3634

The River Farm

9400 Congress St.

P.O. Box 895

New Market, VA 22844
(540) 896-5833

(800) 872-9665

Carolina Homespun

Eastridge Rd., Rt. 2, Box
390-H

Ridgeway, VA 24148

(703) 957-1174

WASHINGTON

Parkside Wool
Company

17 102nd Ave., NE

Bellevue, WA 98004

(206) 455-2138

Yarns Galore, Inc.

660 NW Gilman Blvd., #C

Issaquah, WA 98027
(206) 391-8553
(800) 391-YARN

Weaving Works

4717 Brooklyn Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105
(206) 524-1221

The Knit Shop

1324 Cornwall Ave.
Bellingham, WA 98225
(360) 671-2590

Wool Station

4218 136th St. NE
Marysville, WA 98271
(360) 653-2604

Whidbey Spinning &
‘Wool Shop

1664 Hastie Lake Rd.

Oak Harbor, WA 98277

(360) 679-8716

The Raven’s Gift
2050 NE Hilstad Rd.
Bremerton, WA 98311
(360) 613-5817

Baa Baa Black Sheep
Ranch

13290 Wallace Rd. SE

Olalla, WA 98359

(206) 857-3233

(206) 857-3447

Flamingo Weaving
108 W. Meeker
Puyallup, WA 98371
(206) 840-3072

Spinner’s Hearth
7512 Lackey Rd.
Vaughn, WA 98394
(206) 884-1500
(206) 884-9009

Windy Acres Weaving
9546 Glory Dr., SE

Olympia, WA 98513
(360) 491-2177

Dear Valley Farm

W. 18592 Cloquallum Rd.
Elma, WA 98541

(206) 482-3307

Rumpelstiltzkins’
104 Cooper St.
Riverside, WA 98849
(509) 826-6246

Paradise Fibers

Rt. 1, Box 230A
Colfax, WA 99111
(800) 484-6687 #1311




Visit one of these dealers to test spin an Ashford spinning wheel and to find a wide variety of fibers.

Write to us for a free color brochure showing all Ashford products.
CRYSTAL PALACE YARNS, 3006 San Pablo Avenue, Dept. 8, Berkeley, CA 94702.

States are listed in alphabetical order. Shops are organized by zip code order within each state list.

Redlein Art Studio Studio S Fiber Arts McMahon Variety Earthsong Fibers
1613 Sage Court Highways A and 89 D 1622 E. McMillan Rt. 3, Box 108
Richland, WA 99352 Delavan, WI 53115 Auburndale, W1 54412 Westby, WI 54667
(509) 627-3349 (608) 883-2123 (715) 387-3484 (800) 473-5350
(608) 634-2775
Weaving Workshop Vee's Fiber Studio
920 E. Johnson W 5922 CTH “OS”
WISCONSIN Madison, W1 53703 Onalaska, W1 54650
Cedarburg Woolen Mill  (608) 255-1066 (608) 783-3081 WYOMING
W 62 N 580 Ewe-Nique Yarns & Gifts
Washington Ave. Susan’s Fiber Shop 211 W Pine, Box 478
Cedarburg, W1 53012 N250 Hwy. A Pinedale, WY 82941
(800) WIS-WOOL Columbus, WI 53925 (307) 367-2177
(414) 377-0345 (414) 623-4237

You do not need to be an expert at either spinning
or knitting to make this lace scarf that Margaret Stove
is holding. The original was spun and knit from fine
Merino wool by Margaret who shares her pattern with
us. You can spin a very similar 2-ply yarn on your
Ashford spinning wheel by using the Ashford Merino
card sliver. This Merino sliver and many other fibers
for handspinning are available from Ashford dealers.
For a pattern to knit this scarf with your own hand-
spun, ask your dealer for the free pattern or send an
SASE to Crystal Palace Yarns and ask for pattern
ASHO03.

Margaret Stove, spinning teacher and author, whose
new book is titled Creating Original Hand-Knitted
Lace, says:

“The yarn for my first ring shawls was spun
on my old Ashford Traditional with the original
7:1 ratio. The new flyer ratios allow me to spin
superfine yarn with even greater ease and the
minimum of effort.

“My own enjoyment of my spinning and knit-
ting has been greatly enhanced by the oppor-
tunity to share it through writing and teaching.
My two books, Merino and Lace, came out of
my experience teaching workshops in the USA,
UK, Australia, and New Zealand. | always know
my classes will be easier to teach when | see
the students arriving with their Ashford spinning
wheels. Because Ashford wheels are so easy
to understand, the students have complete con-
trol over the minor adjustments required to spin
a wide range of yarns.”

SPIN AND KniT
Trrs LACE SCARF




WH E E LS We know wheels, so why not give us a call and take one for
L a spin! Our prices are competitive, and we pay shipping.

ON THE GO ey (B0

Louet Ashford Reeves Reeves Lendrum  Schacht Louet Louet
S-10  Traveller 14" Castle 19" Frame Folding Wheel S-90 S-51

YARN BARN 918 Massachusetts Lawrence, KS 66044

Best Selection, Best Prices since 1981

Wheels: Ashford, Louét, Reeves, Schacht, Majacraft, Lendrum, Charkha, more . - .
Loomys: Harrwville, Schacht, Leclerc, Norwood, Cranbrook, Glumdkra, Ashford, Louét, Beka

Drumcarders, numerous spinning & weaving tools, all the fibers you dream of, dyes, yarns,
knitting supplies galore, bobbin lace supplies, gift items, videos + over 200 books!

Prompt shipping & friendly service. Free freight on wheels, drumcarders & looms You too,
find out why others mall-order again & again from

The Woolery 1-800-441-WOOL
RD1, Dept. S 20-page Catalog: $3 with VISA/MC
Genoa, NY 13071 or $2 (cash or check)
Cuntom Crrdlng & Feinning

* Your Raw Wool into Roving: Min. 8lbs.: $3.75 / Ib. (Extra for Rambouillet or Merino)

* Your Washed Wool into Roving: Min. 5lbs.: $3.25 / Ib.

* Your Raw Wool Washed & Picked: Min. 8lbs.: $2.70 / Ib.

* Your Raw Wool Blends into Roving: Min. 8lbs.: $4.60 / Ib. (Extra for 100% Mohair)

¢ Your Washed Wool Blends into Roving: Min. 5lbs.: $4.20 / Ib. (Same for 100% Mobhair)

We also custom card into pencil roving and custom spin into yarn according to your specifications; we guarantee to return
your own fibers. Call or send 32¢ stamp for custom work brochure. e

e %WJW /5} Z%/WMW or distributed é Wéz@f Ty i)
e Fingerlakes Yarns & Rovings (Wool, Angora/Wool, Silk/Wool, Ribbon, Mohair)
Yarn samples including pencil roving in 23 colors: $4.00. ® New Fulled Kits &

SweaterStone ® Charkha Wheels, Drop Spindles, Carding Oil ® Cotton Punis, Tussah N W SN eV
Silk, Plucked Angora ® Brittany Walnut & Birch Knitting Needles & Crochet Hooks i P
® Eucalan No-Rinse Woolwash for washing garments, yarns & fleece. AN
l' '
y &“"1"".:‘\"‘..“ {
9‘}7&/‘% Ppoten Tl TR N

Stewarts Corners Rd., Genoa, N'Y 13071
Phone (315) 497-1542, Fax: (315) 497-3620

s
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SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE
Wool Top w/Dyed Viscose Noil (7%),
1 pound . s16.80 | “Joy Ashford” Portable Wheel
Colors: Lt. Blue Navy, Grey, Turquoise. $$Priced too low to print$$
Hemp Top, 1/2 pound $12.80 \_ Call us before you buy! )
Water Retted Flax Strick, 1 pound  $15.20

Come to Woodland Woolworks
Savings, Selection & Service

SPINNING FIBERS EQUIPMENT

Heather Wool Top, 1 pound - - - --- $16.80 /
New Colors! Dark Green, Burgundy, & Navy,
join Dark Red, Teal, Purple, Blue & Green.

LOOK! )

Foxfibre Cotton Roving, 1/2 pound  $8.80
Colors: Sea Green, Red-Brown, or Brown. Summer Sale
Tussah Silk Top, China, 1/4 pound  $10.00 Schacht Double Treadle Wheel

Call for special low price

-

4 Soft Lustrous Colorful )
Australian Merino Tops! Lendrum Double Treadle Wheel

QUICK-SPIN WOOL

$175

Ask for (with single treadle trade-in - reg. $330)

TIMBERTOPS WHEELS
We are now proud dealers for these fine
English oak wheels. Full color brochure - $1

at a dealer near you. BOOKS
Knitter's Companion, V. Square - - . - . $17.95
NOW - new colors for ‘96! Felt: New Directions for an Ancient Craft,
G.P Sjoberg, Pat Spark, Translator - - $24.95
Complete Sample Set - $10 In Sheep’s Clothing: A Handspinner’s Guide
to Wool, Nola & Jane Fournier . . . . .. $24.95
Dealer inquiries invited. Hemp!, Cheryl Kolander-- -+ - -- - $40.00

/ Home Life in Colonial Days, Earle - - - $14.95

A\

WOODLAND

WOOLWORKS

Woodland Woolworks Competitive pricing always!

P.O. Box 400 Check with us before you buy
Yamhill, OR 97148
Voice/fax: 503-662-3641 Catalog - $3.00

email:woolworks @teleport.com

Orders: 800-547-3725 FREE SHIPPING: orders over $100

Summer 1996

SPIN- OFF 15



BOOKS FROM INTERWEAVE PRESS

PUBLISHER OF SPIN-OFF

s OO S8 AR PO

In Sheep’s Clothing IN SHEEP'S
A Handspinner’s Guide to Wool CLOTHING

AJANGSPIARERS GLIHETOWao)

Nola Fournier and Jane Fournier Here at

In Sheep’s Clothing looks at 100 breeds of sheep, with special
attention to the characteristics of the wool of each, from
baby-soft Merino to silky Lincoln to sturdy, coarse Karakul.
From selecting top-quality fleeces to spinning and plying a
variety of yarn styles, this book is essential reading for hand-
spinners.

7 % 10, hardbound, 240 pages, b&w photos throughout, #632—$24.95

Interweave Press,
we're pleased to
offer you a carefully
selected list of books
and magazines

on the subjects of

FY RN e

needlework, knitting,
dyeing, basketry,
' New! handweaving,
—— handspinning,
Felt herb gardening,
New Directions for an Ancient Craft and cooking,
Gunilla Paetau Sjoberg; Patricia Spark, Translator e’re featuring some
All the information needed to start felting is here—including equip- of these books here.

ment, instructions, and patterns. Experienced felters will benefit Look for them, too,
from the chapters on sculpture and relief work. Felt also includes an at your local craft
in-depth chapter on teaching children to felt. Felt is filled with
photographs to inspire both beginner and advanced felters in this
fuzzy and functional fun.

$24.95. Auvailable July 1996

supplier. Or for a

complete catalog,

send a postcard to

Interweave Press,

New! 20l East Fourth St.,
R

Loveland, Colorado

The Knitter’s Companion 80537-5655
Vicki Square

If you have completed a sweater onlyto find that the buttonholes gape, ribbings flare,
or seams pucker, or if you want to learn a variety of ways to cast on, shape, or seam a
garment, this book is for you. It offers clear illustrated directions for dozens of knitting
techniques including-cast-ons, bind-offs, increases, decreases, joining yarns, button-
holes, seams; hems, and correcting mistakes as well as tables of body measurements,
yarn requirements, formulas, conversions, and more!

VIR SOUAR
SR 5 x 7, spiral<hound, /1 12 pages, b&w diagrams throughout. #671—$17.95

) 3 “Omne eritic remarked, “Emma Jacobsson’s
l () I" \I N o/ ( () | {) H special mark is the finicky way she chooses
] colors. ..+ . You could view the most exclusive

3

garments as pure ‘poems of color’.
Poems of Color

Knitting in the Bohus Tradition

Wendy Keele

A joyous celebration of the Bohus:workshop and the extraordinary women who
made it famous. Filled with never before published full color repraductions of
origianl pattern swatches, sweaters, and aceessories. Included are patterns for 16 of
the original Bohus sweaters.

8 2% 9, paperbound, 144 pages, color photos and b&w historical  photos throughout, #662—8$19.95

e A BT .



BOOKS FROM INTERWEAVE PRESS
PUBLISHER OF SPIN-OFF

Socks
A Spin-Off Special publication

for knitters and spinners

Rita Buchanan and Deborah Robson, editors

Folk Socks

The History & Techniques of Handknitted
Footwear

Nancy Bush

Patterns for handsome knicker socks, sturdy
boot stocks, lively Birkenstock socks, lacy
stockings, kilt hose, cabled socks, clocked
socks and more are the heart of this charm-
ing book inspired by a host of folk knitting
traditions from Europe and the British Isles.
8Y:% 9, paperbound, 112 pages, color and b&w photos
throughout. #654—$16.95

Here it is—complete instructions for 20 different handspun, handknitted
socks. You'll find notes on spinning, choosing equivalent commercial
yarns, and managing all the tricky little techniques that make socks so

much fun to knit.

3% x 10%s; paperbound, 56 pages, color photos

throughowt ~#530—$7.95

Homespun, Handknit
Caps, Socks, Mittens & Gloves

Linda Ligon, editor

More than a pattern book, Homespun,
Handknit includes favorite designs, hints,
and techniques from 50 experienced spinners
ind knitters. Projects range in difficulty
from easy beginner pieces to advanced
brainteasers; all pieces are shown in full
color with black-and-white how-to line

drawings.

3Y2% 9, paperbound, 160 pages, color photos and b&w illustrations

hroughout. #577—8$15.00

HOMESPUN
HANDKNIT
W

Hands On Spinning

Lee Raven

explored in-fully illustrated detail.

illustrations throughout. #575—3%$12.95

Undesstanding how spinning works, building'a simple
spindle; spinning on a treadle wheel, choosing a wheel,
preparing fibers, carding, twisting, and plying are all

82 x 10%s, paperbound, 120 pages, color and b&w phatos; and

B U . Merino
- "N, Handspinning,
Al 0 Dyeing &
ll.\.\'USPVI‘M\I.V.l; ; Working with
v ll\'i.l‘i(i.\'“llmh(} ; Merino &
| i‘”" ”R.lh“ ' Superfine Wool
L. + SUPERFINE Margaret Stove

Here it is—every-
thing you've been
waiting for on the
subject of spinning
Merino and other
fine wools: Margaret
Stove’s techniques for washing, spinning, dyeing,
and blocking—along with her special patterns for
knitting and crocheting shawls, baby garments,
and more.

7%s x 9% hardbound, 109 pages, color and b&w photos
throughout. #721—$21.00

The Care & Feeding of

Spinning Wheels

Karen Pauli

A “buyer’s guide and owner’s manual” for selecting
and restoring old wheels and keeping new ones
in good running order. Special chapters on
troubleshooting, lubrication, traveling with a
wheel, and more—all illustrated in
black-and-white—show you how.

8 Y2 %9, paperbound, 84 pages, b&w
illustrations throughout, #470—$7.50

‘ Angora
A Handbook for Spinners

Erica Lynne

From raising these furry wonders
successfully (we're talking about one
or two rabbits) to harvesting their
precious downy fiber, to spinning
one-of-a-kind yarns, you’ll learn all
you need ro know about angora in
this book.

7 %9%4, paperbound, 120 pagesy color and
b&w photos, and illustrations throughout.
#597—$14.95



Calendar

TO ENTER

FESTIVALS AND GATHERINGS

v California, Third Annual Farmer’s Fair
Spinning Contest in Perris, July 13, 3 p.m.
Spin for a three-part contest on-site, all entry
samples are blind and are judged on the
premises. Great prizes. Contest sponsor/con-
tact: The Shepherd’s Coat, (909) 766-9221 or
Retta Green, {301} 522-9272.

v Colorado/open. Intermountain Weavers
Conference Aug. 9-12, 1997, in Ft. Collins,
seeks applications from workshop teachers.
Contact Lynn Lesselroth, 5846 S. Jones Blvd.,
Las Vegas, NV 89118. {702} 362-1405.

v Illinois/regional. Westmont Needlework
Contest Sept. 14 in Westmont. Knitting, cro-
chet, lace, and quilting; application deadline
Aug. 10. Entries to be hand-delivered Sept.
14. Entry form: contact Kendra Goodnow, 22
N. Washington St., Westmont; IL 60559. (708)
963-7169 (area code 630 after Aug. 3).

v New York/regional. Northeast Regional
Natural Color Sheep Show Oct. 20 in
Rhinebeck. Entry deadline Oct. 1. Applica-
tions: Janet Chianese, 162 Swan Ln., Pough-
keepsie, NY 12601. {914} 452-5050.

v North Dakota/open. Juried fiber art dis-
play and competition at North Country Fiber
Fair Sept. 28-29 in Valley City. Weaving, knit-
ting, crochet, felt; minimum 50% natural
fibers. Fleece competitions: wool, mohair,
cashmere, llama. Deadline not listed. North
Country Fiber Fair, PO Box 343, Valley City,
ND 58072. (701) 845-2544.

v Rhode Island/regional. Woven Visions 96,
juried exhibit of all media with warp & weft
Oct. 5-Dec. 1 at Newport Art Museum, New-
port. Residents of RI, RI students, those who
work or teach in RI, and members of RI weav-
ing guilds; deadline not stated. Contact Jan
Doyle, 46 Firelane #1, Jerry Brown Farm Rd.,
Wakefield, RI 02879; {401} 789-1798, or Vic-
toria DiMartino, 101 Juniper Dr., North
Kingstown, RI 02852. (401) 294-2047

v Utah/regional. Western Fiber Exchange
Jan. 15-Apr. 15, 1997 connecting fiber do-
nors, spinners, and finishers in UT, AZ, CA,
CO, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, WA, WY. Regis-
tration limited, postmark deadline Nov. 1.
Application form: LSASE to Bobbie Irwin,
1245 W. Gordon Creek Rd., Price, UT 84501.
(801) 637-8476.

v Wisconsin/open. A Celebration of Cre-
ativity, fiber and textile exhibit July 15-Aug.
2 in the Crossman Gallery, University of Wis-
consin, Whitewater. Entry deadline June 10.
Contact Alice K. Iverson, N8823 Nelson Rd,,
East Troy, WI 53120.

v Wisconsin/open. The Guild offers free list-
ings in Guild Registers for artists working in
public art, architectural restoration, and litur-
gical art. June 30 deadline. The Guild, 228
State St., Madison, WI 53703. (800) 969-1556;
fax (608) 256-1938.

v California, June 29. Tenth Annual Truck-
ee Spinning Jamboree at the Glenshire Club-
house, 11 a.m.~4 p.m. Sponsored by the Car-
son Sierra Spinners & Weavers. Contact Polly
Holmes, 4735 W. Quince Ave., Silver Springs,
NV 89429. {702) 577-2100.

v Colorado, June 6-9. Estes Park Wool Mar-
ket & Fiber Animal Show at the fairgrounds
in Estes Park. Workshops, contests, demon-
strations, sales, exhibits. Estes Park Wool
Market, PO Box 1967 Estes Park, CO 80517

(970) 586-6104.

v Colorado, June 7-9. First Annual Alpaca
Show by Alpaca Breeders of the Rockies in
conjunction with Estes Park Wool Market.
Contact ABR, 9349 N. Tammy Ln., Parker,
CO 80134; Marie Hinds, {303) 841-4889.

v Illinois, Sept. 14-15. Lace Days, demon-
strations, sales, and exhibits of lace, spinning,
weaving, and “lost arts” at 55 E. Richmond
St., Westmont. Contact Kendra Goodnow, 22
N. Washington St., Westmont, IL 60559. (708)
963-7169 (area code 630 after Aug. 3).

v Maine, Aug. 17 Second Annual Spinners
& Weavers Day at Narramissic, an 1850s
farmstead, Bridgton. Demonstrators wel-
comed! Sue Black, RR 1 Box 230, Bridgton,
04009.

v Michigan, Aug. 10-11. Fiberfest at Kala-
mazoo County Fairgrounds, Kalamazoo. An-
imals, sales, exhibits, workshops. Lyn Briel,
Fiberfest '96, PO Box 46, Dept. 99, Freeport,
MI 49325. (616) 765-3533.

v Michigan, Sept. 28-29. Sheep and Wool
Festival at Mt. Bruce Station, Romeo.
Demonstrations, workshops, animal exhibits.
Write to Mt. Bruce Station, 6440 Bordman
Rd., Romeo, MI 48065; Yvonne Uhlianuk,
{810} 798-2660 or (810} 798-2568.

v Missouri, Aug. 31-Sept. 2. Fiber Arts fes-
tival in Bethel. Contact Free Fibers Brochure,
Box 207 Bethel, MO 63434; Clyde Burch,
(816) 263-0340.

v/ Montana, June 8-9. Big Sky Fiber Arts Fes-
tival at Ravalli County Fairgrounds, Hamil-
ton. Exhibits, workshops, demonstrations,
Montana Mohair Assoc. meeting. Write PO
Box 1525, Hamilton, MT 59840; Diana
Hachberger, (406) 961-3058.

v New York, Sept. 21-22. Fingerlakes Fiber
Arts and Crafts Festival in Hemlock. Animal
exhibits, sales, demonstrations, contests. Call
Pat Gesler, (716) 367-2276.

v New York, Oct. 19-20. New York State
Sheep and Wool Festival at Dutchess Coun-
ty Fairgrounds, Rhinebeck. Sales, shows,
demonstrations, animals. (914) 758-8100.

v Utah, Sept. 14. Fiber Exchange Gathering
at the Civic Auditorium, 19 S. Main St.,
Helper. Displays, sales, demonstrations, shar-
ing sessions. LSASE to Bobbie Irwin, 1245 W.
Gordon Creek Rd., Price, UT 84501 (801

637-8476.

v Vermont, Nov. 1-3. Northeast Handspin-
ners’ Association Gathering, spinning retreat
at Sheraton Hotel, Burlington. LSASE to NHA
Gathering, ¢/o S. Wiltshire, 400 Beech St.,
Bennington, VT 05201; e-mail: wiltshir@
sover.net.

CONFERENCES

v/ Arizona, Sept. 12-15. High Country Fiber
Art Retreat in the Greer Mountains. Many
spinning and weaving classes. Sponsored by
the White Mountain Spinners & Weavers
Guild. Contact (520) 536-2796 or send SASE
for brochure to PO Box 40, Taylor, AZ 85939.
v/ Michigan, Aug. 7-9. Fiberfest Forum, 70
natural fiber workshops at Kalamazoo Coun-
ty Fairgrounds, Kalamazoo. Lyn Briel, Fiber-
fest 96, PO Box 46, Dept. 99, Freeport, MI
49325. (616) 765-3533.

v Oregon, July 14-21. Convergence '96, bi-
ennial conference of Handweavers Guild of
America in Portland. Includes classes, ex-
hibits for spinners, spinning workshops, spin-
in. Registration materials: Convergence ’96,
PO Box 3378, Portland, OR 97208.

v Utah, Nov. 3-10. SOAR, Spin-Off Autumn
Retreat at Snowbird Resort, Snowbird. Reg-
istration materials: send name, address, and
55 cents postage (no SASE) to Interweave
Press, 201 E. 4th St., Loveland, CO 80537
(970) 669-7672; fax (970) 667-8317

v Wisconsin, Oct. 4-6. Wisconsin Spin-
In/Sievers Gathering at Regency Suites Hotel
and Conference Center, Green Bay. Work-
shops, demonstrations, tours, fashion show,
exhibits, competitions. Contact Ann Young,
PO Box 106, Washington Island, WI 54246;
(414) 847-2264; fax (414) 847-2676.

EXHIBITS, SHOWS, & SALES

v California, through Feb. 27 1997 “South-
west Weaving: A Continuum,” historic and
contemporary examples of Pueblo, Navajo,
and Hispanic handwoven textiles at the San
Diego Museum of Man, 1350 El Prado, Bal-
boa Park, San Diego 92101. (619 239-2001.
v Colorado, June 7-27 The Art of Textiles,
show and sale by Mesa Fiber Arts Guild and
San Juan Weavers’ Guild at Western Colorado
Center for the Arts, 1803 N. 7th, Grand Junc-
tion. Call Julia Hosea, {970) 243-1180, or
Peggy Kramer, (970) 242-6233.

v Colorado, Oct. 1996-Jan. 1997 Vision/Re-
vision, juried fiber exhibit in Loveland. LSASE
to Lynn Vershoor, Loveland Museum/Gallery,
5th & Lincoln, Loveland, CO 80537

v Florida, Dec. 6-8. American Craft Coun-
cil craft fair in Tampa Bay. American Craft
Council, 21 S. Eltings Corner Rd., Highland,
NY 12528. (800} 836-3470; fax (914) 883-6130.
v Tlinois, Oct. 1-Nov. 17 American Tapes-
try Biennial I, juried tapestry show at South-
ern Illinois University Museum, Carbondale.
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Contact Kathy Spoering, 2306 Dogwood Ct.,
Grand Junction, CO 81506. (970) 242-9081

v Ilinois, October. Uncommon Threads '96,
juried runway fashion show in St. Charles.
LSASE to Denise Kavanagh, The Fine Line
Creative Arts Center, 6N158 Crane Rd., St.
Charles, IL 60175. (708) 584-9443.

v/ Indiana, June 15-16. Trades and Crafts
weekend; weaving, spinning, and basketry
demonstrations at Conner Prairie, 13400 Al-
lisonville Rd., Fishers, IN 46038. (317) 776-
6000; fax (317) 776-6014.

v/ Minnesota, Sept. 28-29. Fiber/Metal Arts,
juried show and sale at Fine Arts Center, Min-
nesota State Fairgrounds, St. Paul. Contact
Minnesota Crafts Council, Hennepin Center
for the Arts, 528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 216,
Minneapolis, MN 55403. (612} 333-7789; e-
mail: mncraft@mtn.org.

v Montana, June 7-20. Sarah Swett: Tapes-
tries, exhibit of tapestries with handspun
wefts at The Weaver’s Studio, Box 537 108
Main St., Twin Bridges, MT 59754. (406) 684-
5744.

v New York, through July 31 Wheels of
Progress, exhibit and demonstrations of spin-
ning tools by the Treadle Trodders Spinning
Guild at Museum Village, Museum Village
Rd., Monroe, NY 10950. (914) 782-8742.

v New York, Oct. 20. Northeast Regional
Natural Color Sheep Show at Dutchess Coun-
ty Fairgrounds, Rhinebeck. Contact Janet Chi-
anese, 162 Swan Ln., Poughkeepsie, NY
12601. (914) 452-5050.

v North Carolina, Dec. 13-15. American
Craft Council craft fair in Charlotte. Ameri-
can Craft Council, 21 S. Eltings Corner Rd.,
Highland, N'Y 12528. (800} 836-3470; fax (914)
883-6130.

v North Dakota, Sept. 28-29. North Coun-
try Fiber Fair at North Dakota Winter Show
Building in Valley City. Exhibits, workshops,
demonstrations, sales, animal shows. Con-
tact NCFF '96, PO Box 343L, Valley City, ND
58072. (701) 845-2544.

v Oregon, June 25-Aug. 4. Sarah Swett: Idaho
Mountain Tapestries, exhibit of tapestries
with handspun wefts at Latimer Quilt and
Textile Center, 2105 Wilson River Loop Rd.,
Tillamook, OR 97141. (503) 842-8622.

v Oregon, July 1-Sept. 1. Connected, exhib-
it including sewing-thread tapestries by Kathe
Todd-Hooker and felt by Patricia Spark at the
Memorial Union Concourse, Oregon State
University, Corvallis, OR 97339. Call Kathe
Todd-Hooker, {503) 585-3853; fax (503) 364-
4717

v Tennessee, Aug. 1-30. American Tapestry
Biennial I, juried tapestry show at Oak Ridge
Art Center. Contact Kathy Spoering, 2306
Dogwood Ct., Grand Junction, CO 81506.
(970) 242-9081.

v Virginia, June 29-30. VAGMA Angora
Goat Show & Sale at Rockingham County
Fair Grounds, Harrisonburg. Fleece competi-
tion, workshops, sales. Contact Nancy Slye,
Rt. 2, Box 154, Broadway, VA 22815;
phone/fax {540) 896-7639, or Carol O'Neale
Culnan, 177 Cedar Hill Rd., Strasburg, VA

22657; {540) 465-3607

v Washington, through Sept. 8. Beyond the
Rock Garden: Craft Forms for a New World,
Asian/Pacific American contemporary craft
exhibition at Wing Luke Asian Museum, 407
7th Ave. S., Seattle, WA 98104. (206} 623-
5124.

v Wisconsin, May 31-June 1. Llama Coun-
try Market, exhibits, sales, demonstrations
at the fairgrounds in Tomah. Call Ranch
Amorio, (608) 372-7877

v Wisconsin, July 15-Aug. 2. A Celebration
of Creativity, fiber and textile exhibit in the
Crossman Gallery, University of Wisconsin,
Whitewater. Contact Alice K. Iverson, N8823
Nelson Rd., East Troy, WI 53120.

INSTRUCTION

v Maine, Sept. 8-14. Natural plant and
lichen dyes with Karen Diadick Casselman.
Contact Jeorg Henner Lotze, Eagle Hill Re-
search Station, PO Box 9, Steuben, ME 04680.
(207) 546-2821; fax {207) 546-3042; e-mail:
eaglhill@maine.maine.edu.

v North Carolina, Sept. 10-13. Dyeing and
Finishing Fundamentals covers the basic con-
cepts of textile wet-processing preparation,
dyeing, printing, and finishing. North Car-
olina State University College of Textiles,
Raleigh, (919) 515-3149.

v/ Pennsylvania, June 8: 28th Annual Spin-
ning Seminar. June 10-14: beginning weav-
ing. June 29-30: beginning weaving. The
Mannings, 1132 Green Ridge Rd., PO Box
687 East Berlin, PA 17316. (717) 624-2223.
v Pennsylvania, July 12, Aug. 12, Sept. 21.
tatting with Sue Reed. July 15-19: willow bas-
kets with Bonnie Gale. Sept. 27 spinning
with Nancy Griffin. Send two 32-cent stamps
to Cook Forest Sawmill Center for the Arts,
PO Box 180, Cooksburg, PA 16217

v Tennessee, June 10-14: warp dyeing with
Barbara Eckhardt. June 17-21 Imagery in
Weaving with Fuyuko Matsubara, paper-
making with Edwin Kalke. June 24-July 5:
Paper, Cloth and Indigo Blue with Mary Hark.
July 8-12: Color, Fiber and Felt Fantasies with
Ewa Kuniczak. July 29-Aug. 2: silk painting
with Akemi Nakano Cohn. Aug. 5-9: indigo
resist dyeing with Joan Lintault, paper with
Marcie Miller Gross. Workshops at Arrow-
mont School of Arts and Crafts, 556 Parkway,
PO Box 567 Gatlinburg, TN 37738. (423) 436-
5860; fax (423) 436-4101.

v Washington, June 5-9: tapestry with Yael
Lurie & Jean-Pierre Larouchette. July 26-29:
rug weaving with Jason Collingwood.
Coupeville Arts Center, Box 171, Coupeville,
WA 98239. (360) 678-3396; fax (360) 678-7420.
v/ Wisconsin, June 7-9: beginning felting
with Lynn Schuster. June 16-21. Multi-Col-
ors & Carding for Spinners with Deb Menz.
June 21-23: silk yarn painting with Deb
Menz. June 14-16: handknit socks with
Heather Winslow. Sievers School of Fiber
Arts, Spring Road, Washington Island, WI
54246. (414) 847-2264; fax (414) 847-2676.
v England. Correspondence course in em-

broidery and design sponsored by the
Gloucestershire College of Arts and Tech-
nology. Contact Sara Rawlins, GLOSCAT,
Christchurch Annexe, Gloucester Road, Chel-
tenham, Glos. GL51 8P England. +44 (0) 1242
532138; fax +44 (0) 1242 532096; e-mail: post-
man@gloscat.demon.co.uk.

TRAVEL

v Alaska and The Yukon, June. Native crafts
(including giviut use) and culture tour. Mary
Fletcher, Kim’s World Travel, 222 Milwau-
kee, Suite 211, Denver, CO 80206. {303) 751-
2770; fax (303) 399-6468.

v New Zealand, varied dates. Five-day fiber-
craft tours with Margaret Stove, sponsored
by Ashford Tours, PO Box 474, Ashburton,
NZ. (64-3) 308-9087; fax {64-3) 308-8664.

v Peru. Weaving, cultural, and hiking tours.
Write Weavers Trek, Betty Davenport, 1922
Mahan, Richland, WA 99352. (509} 946-4409.
v Yukon, June 27-July 4. Arctic Experience,
annual workshop in qiviuq spinning, lichen
dyeing & knitting with Holman Eskimo Co-
op. Contact Wendy Chambers, 21 Boxwood
Cresc., Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 4X8, Canada.
(403) 633-2530; fax (403) 633-6573.

Calendar events of special interest to spin-
ners are printed free of charge as a service to
our readers. Please send your event infor-
mation at least 10 weeks prior to the month
of publication to “SPIN OFF Calendar,” 201
East Fourth Street, Loveland, CO 80537

5655. Listings are made on a space-available
basis. While we try to include as many
events as possible, we cannot guarantee that
your listing will be included.
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If you're planning a move, don't
forget to take along your Spin-Off

subscription.

Send your old and new address,
along with the customer number
that appears on your mailing

label, to:

Spin-Off
Change of Address
201 E. Fourth St.

Loveland, CO 80537-5655
Please allow plenty of time for the change to take effect.
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all you need is




¢ Scofch tension
Flyer driven, brake on
the bobbin

e Orifice 10mm (3/8"),
26.5" off the floor

* Ratio 1:20.8; 1 11.3; 1'7.6

* Built-in lazy kate with
3 extra bobbins

* Wheel bearings, sealed
ball bearings
Footman bearing, nylon.
Bobbin bearings, nylon.
Flyer bearing, leather

* Optional: Additional lazy
kate and bobbins.

* Spinning chair

S-87 SAXONY

NEWLY ENGINEERED AND IMPROVED
COMES COMPLETELY ASSEMBLED
NEW LOWER PRICE

$424

Louét offers a line of 9 different models,
a wheel for every occasion.

Louét Sales: PO Box 267, Ogdensburg, NY 13669 USA
Louét Sales: R.R #4, Prescott, Ont., KOE 170 Canada

(613) 925-4502



Louét equipment is available from coast to coast through a network of dedlers. It is a joy to
experience their enthusiasm about our products. Go and have a look, and ask about our ever-
expanding assortment of products. The following dedalers contributed to this ad. If you need
names of dealers closer to you, or if you have a specific question, please write us.

ALABAMA

The London Knitting Co.
2531 Rocky Ridge Rd. #101
Birmingham, AL 35243

(205) 822-5855

ALASKA

Blue Barn Yarns
P.O.Box 521215
Big Lake, AK 99652
(907) 892-8901

CALIFORNIA
Bar-B-Woolies

5308 Roeding Rd.
Hughson, CA 95326
(209) 883-0833
Elegant Goat Ranch
Alberta Borow

11525 Dry Creek Rd.
Auburn, CA 95602
(916) 823-2433

Hare’s To Ewe

118 South Glassell #2
Orange, CA 92666
(714) 771-1807

Hare's To Ewe

1234 South Main St.
Santa Anq, CA 92707
(714) 542-1963
Harlequin House Art Center
1037 South Center St
Stockton, CA 95206
(209) 462-4812

J Bar H Ranch

13185 New Avenue
San Martin, CA 95046
(408) 683-2710
Shepherds Attic

8025 Quinn Place
Loomis, CA 95650
(916) 652-3809

COLORADO

Bountiful

125-B Moraine Ave.

Estes Park, CO 80517
(970) 586-9332
Lynnewood Fiber Ranch
67095 N Road

Montrose, CO 81401

(970) 240-4195

Shuttles, Spindles & Skeins
633 S. Broadway, Shop #N.
Boulder, CO 80303

(303) 4941071

Spinning Liama

10875 U.S. Hwy. 285 D201
Conifer, CO 80433

(303) 838-8722

CONNECTICUT
Bloodroot Lid.

85 Ferris Street
Bridgeport, CT 06605
(203) 5769165
FLORIDA

Fiber Flair Inc.

3535 Old Lockwood Rd.
Oviedo, FL 32765

(407) 365-6139

GEORGIA

Big Creek Fibers

Box 1131, 191 Garirell St.
Elljay, GA 30640

(706) 635-6731
Davis-Reagan House
Rte. 3, Box 675,

GA Hwy. 9 So.
Dahlonega, GA 30533
(706) 864-8924
Knit ’n Stitch
Rt. #3, Box 122
Thomasville, GA 31792
912) 226-0751

HAWAII

Fiber Connection, The
608 Ecea Place
Honolulu, HI 96825
(808) 395-5417

IDAHO
Circle B Ranch Fibers &
Equipment

1052 Upper Ford Creek Rd.

Weippe, ID 83553
(208) 435-4870

ILLINOIS

2 B Weavers

22 S, Blaine St.
Hinsdale, IL 60522
(708) 789-2580

The Fold

3316 Milistream
Marengo, IL 60152
(815) 568-5320

The Great Yarn Loff Co.
120 N. York Rd., Ste. 220
Eimhurst, IL 60126
(708) 833-7423

The Warped Weaver
675 Vermont Rd.
Frankfort, IL 60423
(815) 464-6364

(800) 286-5536
Weaver’s Fancy

1513 Solfisburg
Aurora, IL 60505

(708) 851-8660

The Yarn Bamn

956 N. Kennedy Drive
Kankakee, I 60901
(815) 932-9080
INDIANA

The Lazy Ewe

3254 E. U.S. Hwy. 40
Greencastle, IN 46135
(317) 653-4649
Weavers Loft

24647 Zimmer Rd.
Guilford, IN 47022
(812) 576-3904

IOWA

The Knitty-Notty Inc.
212 Edgewood Rd. N.W.
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52405
(319) 396-8799

KENTUCKY
Designs in Textiles
1633 Cowiing Ave.
Louisville, KY 40205
(502) 459-2650

Old Times Anfiques

& Crafts
350 Old Sheep Pen Rd.
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 875-7212

MAINE

Braelyn Farms

R.R. #1, Box 200
Fryeburg, ME 04037
(207) 925-1811
Damselfly

148 Main St.

Orono, ME 04473
(207) 866-2679
Hadlcyon

12 School Street
Bath, ME 04530
(800) 3410282

Pine Tree Yarmns
Main St., P.O. Box 506
Damariscotta, ME 04543
(207) 563-8909
Shearbrook Farm
400 Saco Road
Standish, ME 04084
(207) 642-3067

MARYLAND
Vulcan’s Rest Farm
66 Vulcan's Way
Warwick, MD 21912
(410) 755-6926
Weaver’s Place

75 Mellor Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21228
(301) 788-7262

MICHIGAN

Brooks Farm

P.O. Box 374

Dexter, M 48130

(313) 426-3174

Lady Peddler

142 E. State St., Box 501
Hastings, MI 49058
(616) 948-9644

Natural Fibers

17519 L. Drive South
Marshall, Ml 49068
(616) 781-8045

The Sheep Shed

8351 Big Lake Rd.
Clarkson, Ml 48346-1003
(810) 625-2665

MINNESOTA

Detta’s Spindle

2592 Geggen-Tina Rd.
Maple Plain, MN 55359
(612) 479-2886

MISSOURI

Carol Leigh’s Specialties
7001 Hillcreek Rd.
Columbia, MO 65203
(800) TRI-WEAV

Feather N Spindie

5454 Hwy. F

Hartville, MO 65667
(417) 741-7558

Hickory Hill Handspun
P.O. Box 504, 946 NE 231
Clinton, MO 64735
(816) 885-3655

Fax (816) 885-3066
Shepherd in the Glen
Rt. 1, Box 1370

Glen Allen, MO 63751
(314) 495-2249

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Ayottes Designery

43 Maple St., P.O. Box 308

Cir. Sandwich, NH 03227

(603) 284-6915

Farm Mountain Sheep &
Wool Co.

HC 66, Box 29, N. Wilmot Rd.

Wilmot, NH 03287

(603) 526-9665

(800) 298-WOOL

The Fiber Studio

9 Foster Hilt Rd., Box 637

Henniker, NH 03242

(603) 428-7830

Pat’s Rag Bag

Lamprey Lane, P.O. Box 48

Center Tuftonboro, NH 03816

(603) 569-5769

Wool-Meadows Brook Farm

218 Pleasant Street

Antrim, NH 03440

(603) 588-6637

Yarnshop & Fibres

55 Gilford East Drive

Gilford, NH 03246

(603) 528-1221

NEW JERSEY

Aunt Jean’s Handiworks
38 Center Street
Clinfon, NJ 08809

(908) 713-0101
Heabridan

205 Bridgeboro Rd.
Moorestown, NJ 08057
(609) 234-2510

The Spinnery

1367 Route 202
Neshanic Station, NJ 08853
(908) 369-3260

NEW MEXICO

La Placita

Box 156,

Lincoln, NM 88338

(505) 653-4047

The Natural Twist

3058 Hwy. 47

Los Lunas, NM 87031
(505) 865-1183

Santa Fe Yam & Knitting
500 N. Guadalupe, Suite E
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505) 988-1250

Village Wools

3801 San Mateo NE
Albuguerque, NM 87110
(505) 883-2919

NEW YORK

A Touch of Twist

1286 Weast Rd.
Schenectady, NY 12306
(518) 864-5885

Black Oak Wool Company
4705 Bailey Hill Rd.
Dundee, NY 14837

(607) 292-6915

Juniper Hill Farm

R.R.#1, Box 1195, Safford Rd.
Argyle, NY 12809

(5618) 638-8749

Knitting Machines, Etc.

41 Primrose Ave.
Scarsdale, NY 10583

(914) 472-8404

Knolicroft Knittery

12959 Jordan Rd.

Cato, NY 13033

(315) 626-6466

Spin 'N Knit Crafts
Factoryvilie Rd. #2, Box 33
Crown Point, NY 12928
(518) 597-3785

The Spinning Mill

Rd. #2, Box 109A, Newry Rd.
Greenville, NY 12083
(518) 966-8122

Woodside Weavers

4091 Jockey St., Rd #3
Charlton, NY 12019

(518) 399-7991

The WoolRoom

Joe’s Hill Rd.

Brewster, NY 10509

(914) 279-7627

NORTH CAROLINA
Shuttles, Needles & Hooks
214 E. Chatham St.

Cary, NC 27511

(919) 469-WEAV

Weavers Webb

226 Middle Street

New Bern, NC 28560
(919) 633-4369

OHIO

Fiberworks

3102 Maginn Drive
Beavercreek, OH 45434
(5613) 426-5522
Homespun Shed

8830 St, Rt. 83
Holmesville, OH 44633-9727
(216) 279-2079

The Littie House

1927 N. Main Street
Clyde, OH 43410
(419) 5479210

(800) 554-7973
Rollicking Hills

#2 Rollicking Hills Lane
DeGraff, OH 43318
(513) 5855161

Sally’s Shop

139 College Street
Wadsworth, OH 44281
(216) 3341996
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Coloured Cotton

Wolfe Fiber Arls

1188 W, 5th Ave.
Columbus, OH 43312
(614) 487-9980

OKLAHOMA

Tuisa Feed Company
1780 North Yale
Tulsa, OK 74115

(918) 834-6613

OREGON

Molehill Farm

1246 SW Borland Rd.
West Linn, OR 97068
(503) 638-6799
Springwater Sheep & Wool
26040 S, Warnock
Estacada, OR 97023
(603) 630-3626

The Web*sters

11 North Main Street
Ashland, OR 97520
(503) 482-9801

PENNSYLVANIA
Autumn House Farms
Rd. #1, P.O. Box 105
Rochester Mills, PA 15771
(412) 286-9596

Coughlin’s Homespun Yamns

3293 Peters Mountain Rd.
Halifax, PA 17032-9043
(717) 896-9066

The Lambs Wool

32 E. Blaine St.
Lansdale, PA 19446
(215) 361-9899
Mannings Creative Crafis
1132 Green Ridge Rd.
P.O. Box 687

East Berlin, PA 17316
(717) 624-2223
Opalessence

202 Blankert Rd.
Hanover, PA 17331
(717) 632-4328

Fax (717) 633-7288
Rockwild Angoras
2409 B. Kooker Avenue
Sellersvile, PA 18960
(215) 267-3391

The Weaver's Loft
R.D.#1, Box 182-A
Spring Mills, PA 16875
(814) 422-8155

RHODE ISLAND
Textile Fiber Arts Studio
64 Paris rons Rd.

North Scituate, Rl 02857
(401) 568-7837

SOUTH CAROLINA
Starview Farm

Rt. 1, Box 32R, Old Stage Rd.

Edgefield, SC 29824
(800) 820-9276

The Weaver’s Knot
508 Inlet Drive
Senecq, SC 29672
(800) 680-7747

TENNESSEE

Jane's Fiber Works

604 Frankiin St.
Greeneville, TN 37743
(423) 639-7919

Merrihill Woolworks
10915 Hwy. 64 W
Somervilte, TN 38068-6013
(901) 465-9537

TEXAS

Fay Drozd-Weaver, Spinner,
Dyer

305 indian Creek Rd.

Ingram, TX 78025

(210) 367-2567

Heritage Arls

1506 N. Main

Cleburne, TX 76031

(817) 558-8488

UTAH

Salt Lake Weavers Store

1227 East 3300 S #D

Salt Lake City, UT 84106

(801) 486-1610

The Shearing Shed

2551 South 150 West

Bountiful, UT 84010

(801 ) 298-0893

VERMONT

Beau Monde

P.O. Box 1250, 1 Main St.

Manchester Centre, VT
05255

(802) 362-5666

Plums & Knits

RR #2, Box 441

Newport, VT 05855

(802) 334-8081

Shear Joy Farm

R.R. Box 2880

Clarendon Springs, VT 05777

(802) 438-5406

Singing Spindle Spinnery
CJ Caollins, P.O. Box 1000
So. Duxbury, VT 05660
(802) 244-8025

VIRGINIA

Carolina Homespun

Eastridge Rd., Rf. 2,
Box 390H

Ridgeway, VA 24148

(540) 957-1174

David Simpson

209 Piedmont St.

Blacksburg, VA 24060

(703) 951-4231

The Loom Room

617 Saddlehorn Drive

Chesapeake, VA 23322

(804) 482-1862

Misty Mountain Farm

Rt. #1, Box 341

10266 Stillhouse Rd.

Delaplane, VA 22025

(800) 796-7746

The River Farm

Rt. #1 Box 471

Fulks Run, VA 22830

(800) USA-WOOL

Serendipity Farm & Studio

P.O. Box 705

Farmville, VA 23901

(804) 574-2036

Weaving Edge, The

3107 Franklin Rd.

Roanoke, VA 24014

(703) 982-0970

WASHINGTON

Dear Valley Enterprises, Inc.

W. 18592 Cloqualium Rd.
Eima, WA 98541
(360) 482-3307

Fax (360) 482-6182
Fantastic Fibers
1471 NW 80th Ave.
Seattie, WA 98117
(206) 706-0474
Pintler’s Sheep Camp
530 Faucher Dr.
Moxee, WA 98936
(609) 453-0183
Redlein Art Studio
1613 Sage Ct.
Richland, WA 99352
(509) 627-3349
WISCONSIN
Earthsong Fibers

Rt. #3, Box 108
Westby, W1 54667
(608) 634-2775
Edgewood Arts

109 North Main §t.
Waupaca, Wi 54981
(715) 258-0909

Fancy Creek Liamas
R 5, Box 837
Richland Center, W1 53581
(608) 647-6453
Red Pines Fibre Farm
Box 104/Griffith Rd
Ashland, W! 54806
(715) 682-2399
Susan’s Fibershop
N250 Hwy, “A”
Columbus, W1 53925
(414) 623-4237
Up North Woolworks, Eic.
Rt 1Box 138 K
Mellen, Wi 54546
(715) 264-6926
Vee’s Fiber Studio
W. 5922 CTH “0§”
Onalaska, Wi 54650
(608) 783-3081
Weaving Workshop
920 East Johnson Street
Madison, Wi 53703
(608) 255-1066
Wildfiower Rabbitry
Rt. #7 Box 7900

Twin Lake Rd.
Hayward, Wi 54843
(715) 462-3676

WYOMING

Deer Creek Variety

215 8. 4th St,, P.O. Box 940
Glenrock, WY 82637

(307) 436-9611

CANADA

ALBERTA

Burwood House

205 Carnegie Drive

St. Albert, AB T8N 5B2
(403) 459-4828

Fiber Hut,The

#1, 2614 Fourth St., NW
Cdlgary, ABT3M 3A1
(800) 816-7764

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Arlistic Legacy

18056 Pamela PI.

Willioms Lake, BC V2G 2P2

(604) 392-4081

Jane Stafford Textile
Designer

220 Mountain View Dr.

Salt Spring Is., BC V8K 1G1

(604) 537-9468

MANITOBA

Rovings Custom Carding &
Dyeing

12 Juniper Drive

Oakbank, MB ROE 1J0

(800) 266-5536

NOVA SCOTIA

Windy Ridge Farm

R.R. #1

Bridgewater, NS B4V 2v9
(902) 527-0222

ONTARIO
The Blue Whale
3330 Simcoe St. N
Columbus, ONLTH 7K4
(905) 655-8406
Gemini Fibers
5062 Mt. Albert Rd. E., RR#1
Mt. Albert, ON LOG 1MO
(905) 473-1033
Intamaples-The Wool Shed
Box 287
Mitchell, ON NOK 1INO
(5619) 348-4526
Le Marais
RR #1, 6950 Franktown Rd.
Richmond, ON KOA 270
(613) 838-2698
Maggie Glossop
677 Edison Avenue
Ottawa, ON K2A 1TW2
(613) 729-8854
Mississippi Black Sheep
205 Bridge St.
Carleton Piace,
ONK7C 3H1
(613) 257-7162
Warm & Wonderful Wool &
Herb Farm
R.R. #3
Wellandport, ON LOR 1J0
(905) 386-6192
The Yam Source
R.R. #1
Inverary, ON KOH 1X0
(613) 353-2001
QUEBEC
Toisons de Ville
521 Donegani, Apt. 8
Pointe Claire, PQ H9R 3W8
(800) 695-7838 (Canada
only)
(514) 695-7838 (USA)

SASKATCHEWAN
Prairie Lily Weavers
7-1730 Quebec Avenue
Saskafoon, SK S7K 1v9
(306) 665-2771
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Bring us your tired, your poor . . . spinning wheels?

A Tale of the New Jersey Historic
Spinning Wheel Registry

toric spinning wheels in New

Jersey, the nation’s most densely
populated and urbanized state, may seem
clinical proof of madness. How could there
possibly be a significant number of old
spinning wheels in the land of nameless
turnpike exits and sprawling suburbs? This
was an idea not lightly approached.

After submitting the first mini-grant
proposal to the New Jersey Historical
Commission, I was convinced that I would
be able to hear peals of laughter all the way
from Trenton. I was wrong. The concept
received a serious review with dispatch.
Although initially rejected, the proposal
came back with friendly criticism, under-
went revision, and was fully funded on the
second go-round.

L AUNCHING A REGISTRY of his-

Why a registry?

The New Jersey Historic Spinning Wheel
Registry (the Registry) is a fishing expedi-
tion with a purpose, to identify and pre-
serve spinning wheels and related tools
which were important to domestic textile
production before the age of mechaniza-
tion and of cheap, mill-produced goods.
The idea for a registry is, of course, noth-
ing new. Registries have been used to good
effect to focus attention on such specific
items as quilts and antique cars. When I
first struck on the idea of registering spin-
ning equipment, I started by talking it over
with a number of people, including Bill
Ralph, a writer and authority on antique
wheels, and Florence Feldman-Wood, who
publishes The Spinning Wheel Sleuth.
Both were encouraging, but wisely
cautioned against leaping in immediately
with a national effort.

Nelda Davis, a fellow spinner and mem-
ber of the Princeton Weavers Guild,
became a willing co-conspirator and co-di-
rector. Together we ran the mini-grant pro-
posal and the budget through multiple

by Michael Holcomb

drafts, cultivated allies, de-
vised strategies, and pre-
pared an illustrated
announcement and registra-
tion form.

The New Jersey Histori-
cal Commission offers two
grant programs, one for
major projects and another
for those requesting no
more than $1,000. The
mini-grants require less
documentation and a less
complicated application,
and offer a quick review
process. We were funded for
the full amount requested,
$1,000.

We had the fortunate
and enthusiastic support of
the New Jersey Museum of
Agriculture, which shares
our keen interest in spin-
ning wheels and looked for-
ward to using our expertise
and discoveries in its pro-
grams and exhibits. It gen-
erously contributed some
clerical and postal assist-
ance, as well as its mailing
address for the return of registration forms.
In combination with the grant from the
New Jersey Historical Commission, this
gave our project important authority and
legitimacy. Similarly, we were grateful to
Bill Ralph for consenting to serve as a con-
sultant to our efforts.

Here’s one of the wheels in an
exhibit at the New Jersey Mu-
seum of Agriculture, North
Brunswick, which was
prepared by the New Jersey
Historic Spinning Wheel Reg-
istry. An abundance of
wheels and other spinning
tools were honored and

Getting the word out shared.

Beyond the obvious interest of members of
spinners’ and weavers’ guilds, we sought to
announce the registry to the widest possi-
ble audience. Our first mailing went to
over 550 individuals and organizations
within the state, including every state and
municipal historical society and historical

Summer 1996

SPIN-OFF 25



preservation group we could identify and
many local historic houses. Because we
cast our net so broadly, the announcement
included general information about spin-
ning wheels with small silhouettes of
wheel types, together with a registration
form requesting detailed wheel measure-
ments. We also requested front and back
view photographs of wheels to be
registered.

Preliminary observations
and progress

From the beginning, we have enjoyed the
warm support of many people, especially
curators and directors of historic houses
and small museums. They are hungry for
information about their textile tools, and
our efforts help them learn more about the
wheels in their collections, so they are bet-
ter able to include the equipment in educa-
tional programs. We are often able to ad-
vise them on the completeness and work-
ing condition of wheels, and to point out
possibilities for authentic restoration.

Surprising discoveries have turned up
right under our noses. A small historic
house or society reports having eight or
ten wheels, or an unusual wheel which
may have been made locally. A more typi-
cal respondent to our announcement cites
between one and three wheels. Most of the
wheels we find are complete or nearly so,
although many fragments are also being
reported, especially by museums.

We are keen on identifying any New
Jersey-made wheels, and already have
some good leads. With luck and persever-
ance, these may lead us to municipal and
tax records which may provide important
details about wheel-makers and their cus-
tomers. In addition to having identified six
distinct tensioning devices on great wheels
located through the registry, we have
found several examples of a yoke-type, di-
rect-drive spinning head which we have
seen only on some New Jersey wheels.

Many fine spinning wheels do not,
sadly, carry an imprint of the woodwork-
er’s name, but we are adding to the list of
known makers with wheels from John
Woodruff, B. Creen, I. Musselman and C.
Cain, and others. These identifications
may lead to more clues about the history
of wheel miaking in New Jersey and in the
wider region.

Exhibitions, programs,
and plans

In less than nine months, more than a
hundred spinning wheels have been identi-
fied for registration—a good start for an on-
going project. In close cooperation with the
New Jersey Museum of Agriculture, the
registry has assembled a major exhibit pre-
senting the long history of handspinning
(it contains fifteen spinning wheels and re-
lated textile tools). We have held or sched-
uled wheel evaluation clinics, a presenta-
tion on flax preparation and spinning, and
a workshop to teach spinning on the great
wheels. Together with spinning and weav-
ing demonstrations, these programs have
been well received. They also give us
invaluable opportunities for spreading the
word about preserving historic wheels.

For purposes of further study and wheel
classification, we will prepare a computer
database containing the information gath-
ered from the registry. This will make the
retrieval and sharing of information all the
more accessible and updatable. Piracy in-
vited!

Clearly our wisest decision was in lim-
iting the scope of our registration efforts to
a single state. We avoided the folly of tack-
ling a wider venue by listening to sound
advice in the beginning.

Yet our testing of the waters suggests
vast treasures awaiting discovery else-
where. We hope that other spinners will
pursue similar efforts in their own states
and regions. We're happy to share informa-
tion, ideas, and observations. Is it too far-
fetched to think of a national database on
historic spinning wheels? And, in a related
plot, wouldn’t it be fitting (if not overdue)
for the United States Postal Service to
issue a commemorative series of stamps
honoring the place and ingenuity of Ameri-
can spinning wheels? So many projects,

2

just enough time. Join us! <

Michael Holcomb spins for weaving rugs
and owns a few special historic spinning
wheels. He can be reached by e-mail
(holcomb@rutadmin.rutgers.edu) or by
writing to the New Jersey Historic Spin-
ning Wheel Registry, New Jersey Museum
of Agriculture, PO Box 7788, North Bruns-
wick, New Jersey 08902. Send a SASE and
$1 cash to cover copying costs if you
would Iike copies of registry forms.
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James B. Watson &pinning Wheel®

Handmade spinning wheels oil finished in Walnut, Butternut,
Cherry or Ash, with tilt tension, double drive and scotch tension.
Also full range of accessories in matching woods.

“Kirsten”
Norwegian type
with 24" or 26"
wheel and double
treadle. (shown)

“E"y”
Norwegian type
with 24" or 26"
wheel.

“Martha”
Connecticut type
with twin 13
wheels and double
treadle.

“Elizabeth”
48" Walking wheel
with Miner-type
head.

James B. Watson, 1125 Bryn Mawr Lane, RR3 Campbellville,
Ont. LOP 1B0 Canada. Tel or FAX (905) 335-4393

WARM £ WONDERFUL
WOOL FARM

LOCATED iN THE HUB
OF THE
NIAGARA PENINSULA

T
Natural colored wool
yarn, spun from our
own flock.
Long and lustrous
fleeces from our
Lincoln and
Cotswold cross and
black commercial
sheep.
German Angora
rabbits,
Books,
Gaywookdyes,
spinning
and weaving acc.
handwoven clothes
handspun and
knitted sweaters.

FREE catalogue
& sample card

f Woodland

Woolworks

Spinlt
electric spinner
Price

and
Performance

Complete spinning features. 3-6 oz. bobbins, lazy
kate, 7 Ibs, 13x8x8 inch. Optional accessories: foot
controls, travel cover, 12V adapter, round orifice.

1w $200

Woodland Woolworks
P.O. Box 400

Yamhill, OR 97148
woolworks @teleport.com

800-547-3725

WOODLAND
WOOLWORKS

Circle style desired.
(Choose from photo above.)

[als]c]e]F]G]

=1

on WHITEOREAMGREVBLNCK. 36 labels for $21.00]
ON WHITE, CREAM, GREV,BLACK 2 lebels for $27.50]
oN SREV ROSE. S LLAC, BLAGK] 144 labels for $40.00]
BLUE, BROWN, BLACK on WHITE, CREAM, GREY .Ej - add 6% ta]
and $ 2.50
armr AL
4 LABEL INFORMATION PLEASE PRINT e o sl N RmeTos
Line One
Line Two
Maximum 24 lefters and spaces Mail to:
HEIRLOOM WOVEN LABELS

5 CUSTOMER INFORMATION PLEASE PRINT

P.O. Box 428 S096
Moorestown NJ 08057

S pin

iName

S idkass eOrdorsnow
(609)7221618

Phone

Allow 3-4 weeks delivery

Please call or write for additional information and samples
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© GAMWOOLSUERS ~~  GAYWOOL VAR GAYWOOLDYES

Unique blends of merino/siu'( Gaywool Yarn is an exclusively High quality dyes with a vibrant
new shades of pure merino and our wonderful Australian Merino yarn 24 color range, which can be

p ever popular merino/mohair, all which has been selected for its strengthened or dilufed to suit you.
conveniently packed:in"half-kilo soft handle and smooth texture. We include everything needed for

bumps. Our slivers are @ wonderfully, It is ideally suited for hand or easy dying, no messy mixing or
unusual blend of color and fibre. Sure machine knitting and for weaving. weighing, color fast results in just

to delight and surprise you. A delight This high quality yarn is hand painted 30 minutes. Wonderful for natural

1o spin, pure luxury to wear, in a combination of fibres, such as wool, silk, mohair,

colors fo inspire. Gaywool’s vibrant colors. - angora and also nylon.
. : £ ; -
Taking Australia’s finest fibres to the World.
" ]
GAYWOOL DYES ACCESS INTERNATIONAL

PO BUX 1098, MAPLE VALLEY, WA 88038 §128 PLANKTOWN NORTH ROAD, SHILOH, OH 44878
PH/FAX: 208 831 7384 \‘r) PH: 419 896 3531 » FAX: 418 896 3541

800 841 7748
sy (IF GAYWOOL
NOORAMUNGA RD, DEVENISH, VIC 3728 A LOUET SALES

PH: 011 81 57 BA1383 o~ R.R.-4 PRESCOTT DAT,

FAX: 011 61 57 B41322 KOE ITO, CANADA
PH: 813 825 4502



ROVINGS

Custom Carding and Dyeing
of fine wools and exotic fibre 5

* Processing of exo
intensely tactile
* We also make ex
* Blending and dy
colour matc in
* Sole North A
Polwarth we
* Quantlty Dis

ﬂ
-
l‘

‘{1 \“,f

Price list a 1: ;‘request.

y - Saturday 9:30 - 5:00 (CST)

BT

es and wools into buttery, spinnable,
gs, in any exotic blend you may require.
ng and Rainbow Batts
ibres to your specifications as well as

T|:l'ii>utor of Wendy Dennis’ prime-coated
r, washed, dyed, rovings, batts, etc.

*hind your fibres and ours.

Francine Ruiter
Michelle Ruiter
Box 192
Oakbank, MB
Canada ROE 1JO
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Sp]llblOth—The next step

by Diane Bentley-Baker

s\

\\Q
Q\J

ing at a spinners’ retreat for the South-
west Spinners at Sipapu, a ski resort in

the mountains above Taos, New

I T WAS A BEAUTIFUL summer morn-

Mexico. My wool workshop was
progressing smoothly. A new
friend, Lani Kyea, suddenly

spoke up, saying that she had
applied for a grant for a spe-
cial project but was turned
down because “spinning is
not an art.” The sunny
morning stood still.
Only the wheels were
turning softly. My mouth
came open, but nothing came out.
Having designed yarns for many years, I
was speechless. Finally, after the appropri-
ate comforts were exchanged, the class
continued. The seed had been sown for
Spinbiotic.

Later that fall, well into a cotton
demonstration at the state fair, [ heard a
voice say, “Looka there, Mae, she’s makin’
string.”

“It does look like string, doesn’t it? ” I
replied politely. I had heard that line so
many times! There was also at least one
person at every demonstration willing to
admit, “I've never seen that done before!”
Something in my head finally snapped!
After twenty-three years of demonstrating
and teaching the public about our art, I
suddenly came to the full realization that
the public in general (and perhaps the folks
with their hands on the purse strings in
particular) could be a little better educated
that spinning IS an art. We as spinners
would need to throw some support toward
an organization which was engaged in
doing just that—spinning art education.

I thought to myself: we do a fabulous
job of educating ourselves. We have books
and classes and Spin*Off and sheep-to-
shawls and retreats and workshops, and we
have each other.

We do a pretty good job of educating the
public as we demonstrate. However, for in-
stance, there are not enough professionally
done, correct videos getting into class-

rooms at every level. Otherwise, I rea-
soned, we would be more widely recog-
nized as the artists we are. Even a simple
understanding in the gallery-going public
that commercial yarns are an artistic “part
of the process” could only benefit us as
spinners.

I drew a blank. I talked to everyone I
knew about some kind of foundation that
would be a vehicle for spinning as art edu-
cation. My daughter’s college roommate,
an art educator, said, “Because you are in a
symbiotic relationship with weavers and
knitters and other fiber artists, people
should realize you are an essential part of
the process.”

This was all I needed. I would start my
own foundation. What an exciting adven-
ture! What would Iname it? “ A symbi-
otic relationship  ” Bingo! Spinbiotic
was born. Now it was time to make a list
of people to help.

After a workshop with the Center for
Non-Profit Management in Dallas, picking
a brain here and there, and floating the
idea out to other fiber artists in the area,
Spinbiotic came to be. Sylvie Cox, in north
Texas, and June Covington, in the Dallas
area—spinners who understand why and
how—cordially agreed to serve on our
board of directors. Many artists, fiber and
otherwise, are willing to lend their talents
to the many advisory committees and proj-
ects we envision. Spinbiotic is an idea
whose time has come. Our first newsletter
has met with enthusiasm. If you want to
help or have an idea, please drop us a line.
It is you, the spinners of this country, who
are going to help us make a difference! <

Diane Bentley-Baker admits to being a
fiber-junkie just like the rest of us. She
thought that if she learned to spin, she
would have enough nice yarn to complete
a project. Now she has more fiber than
time, and umpteem projects in the works.

Spinbiotic Foundation can be reached
at 6402 Melody Lane, #3115, Dallas, Texas
75231, (214) 265-8321.
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Taking Spinning Public

by Kris Paige

spindle out of the house has a

favorite story of how the non-spin-
ning public greets such behavior. It’s not
that we're strange—after all, men and
women have been spinning fiber into yarn
for thousands of years. What’s changed is
the rest of the world. Ask a third grader
where the yarn in his sweater comes from,
and he’s likely to say the store made it.
Comment at a social gathering that your
sweater is handspun, and you might think
you had a social disease, or at least gazpa-
cho on your nose.

Spinning in public is productive, easy,
and let’s admit it—fun! I once took a drop
spindle to an Irish music concert. At inter-
mission (on a dare from a friend) I spun
while we talked. I wasn’t ostentatious
about it, but soon our conversational circle
got bigger and bigger. An occasional ques-
tion floated over: “What ARE you doing??
Are you from this country? Are there pink
sheep?” I explained what I was doing; yes,
if Pennsylvania counts; no, I dyed it that
color; and I gave the short version we all
learned in Spinning 101 of how fuzz turns
into yarn. After about twenty minutes, I
wandered in search of a water fountain,
only to have a firm hand clamp on my
shoulder, and a glorious Irish brogue ask,

“  and what part are you from, may I ask?
Americans don’t spin—you must be Irish!”

Traveling with our tools {and toys) pre-
sents unique situations, too. Try to explain
to a tired stewardess that a Navajo spindle
is not a lethal weapon. Or, if you have
extra time before your flight, try taking a
set of English wool combs and a Louét
mini-wheel on a plane as hand luggage.
The look on the technician’s face is great—
but when they ask you to open the combs,
life really gets interesting. Always pack
fiber with them. This way, when security
shows up you're ready to demonstrate. Do
not, however, try this in airports near large
military complexes. I did once, in all inno-
cence, and it took forty-five minutes to
convince two very grumpy MPs that wool
+ lazy kate do not a bomb make, and that
wool combs are unwieldy as a weapon.

EVERY SPINNER who takes fiber and

Spinning while riding in the car can be
interesting if someone drives past.We drive
a big van, and truckers ask really interest-
ing questions on the CB. This is also a
great way to find other spinners. I wonder
what the other people at a North Carolina
rest stop thought when three of us tum-
bled out of three different cars, all carrying
fuzz and spindle, and held an impromptu
spin-in?

I've spun at 30,000 feet on both spindle
and mini-wheel; on a rock in the back-
woods of Ontario with a loon for company;
in the car; at football games; waiting for
the carpool; and even to calm down before
an interview or a driver’s exam.

One thing is sure—the more we spin in
public and answer questions with good, co-
herent answers, the more appreciative the
public becomes of what it takes to make an
honest sweater, hat, or whatever. We're a
link with the past, but also with the future.
Public spinning is fun, an easy way to get
in some spinning time, and a non-threaten-
ing way to correct some of the public’s mis-
perceptions. Yes, I do the traditional,

“modern” Louét and teach the audi-

ence with hooked stick or drop t

Colonial-garbed demonstrations, but I
also spin frequently in jeans on my

spindle. Young school children
get chuckles from watching
their teacher trying a drop

spindle, and from “spinning S
races” with a hooked stick, ’.

where one child turns and the

other backs up across the room until

the yarn breaks. A little folklore, a good
supply of basic fact, some fiber, and a spin-
ning device (even a rock!), and you're ready

%

to have a blast! ¢

Kris Paige now calls Alpharetta, Georgia,
home and has recently become a “llama
mama” to three handsome young llamas
with outstanding fleeces (or is that “with-
out standing fleeces”?). We have experi-
enced Kris’s enthusiasm for spinning first-
hand at the Spin-Off Autumn Retreat
(SOAR), so we’re glad her new llama bud-
dies are living in a warm climate and
won'’t miss their coats.
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The Care and Repair of

SPINNING HEADS

By William Ralph

Miner’s accelerating head,
mounted on a great wheel.

ALLED A direct-drive wheel, the

simplest wheel-driven spindle is

powered by a straight connection
between wheel and spindle whorl—one
wheel, one whorl, one drive band. Acceler-
ating spinning heads, which began to ap-
pear in the nineteenth century, employ an
extra step which speeds up the spindle,
significantly increasing

the number of times it
rotates with each turn
of the drive wheel.
There are many
types of accelerating
spinning heads, both
old and new, which all
basically work on the
same principle. The
main wheel drives a
step pulley, which in
turn drives the spindle
whorl. The system in-
cludes one wheel, one
pulley, one whorl, and
two drive bands
(wheel-to-pulley and
pulley-to-whortl).
Perhaps the best-
known accelerating
head is the Miner’s Ac-
celerating Spinning
Head, invented by
Amos Miner in 1803 and produced by vari-
ous manufacturers as late as 1920. For over
a century, hundreds of thousands of
Miner’s heads were produced; as a result,
they can still be found at antique shops,
flea markets, garage sales, and other places.
Newly discovered old Miner’s heads
usually require some fixing or replacement
of missing parts to make them serviceable

again. Because they are simple machines,
this is no big deal. Before investing in an
old Miner’s head, however, it is wise to de-
termine that all the parts are present (see
the illustration). Because the concept was
widely copied by enterprising entrepre-
neurs, many variations exist. The head
described here is the most common type.

The parts and
how they work

A typical Miner’s head consists of a moth-
er-of-all (MOA) with a tapered mounting
post, two threaded maidens (smaller posts)
supporting a two-step pulley wheel on
swivel bearings, a spindle fitted with a
spindle whorl and a yarn stop, and two
corn-husk bearings which support the
spindle and attach it to the MOA. The bot-
toms of the threaded maidens were origi-
nally equipped with wing knobs; these are
often missing.

A brief description of how the mech-
anism works will be helpful. The two-step
pulley wheel is supported by the maidens,
whose threaded ends screw into threaded
holes in the MOA. To adjust the drive-band
tension on the spindle whorl, you rotate
the maidens; this raises or lowers the pul-
ley wheel, increasing or decreasing the ten-
sion on the band. The pulley bearings are
set in swivels, which allow the maidens to
turn while the bearings remain stationary
relative to the pulley axle. Both the swivels
and the threaded maidens must move
freely to permit belt tensioning and to pre-
vent the pulley bearings from binding.

If you find a Miner’s head with none of
its parts missing, you're lucky—but it will
still need work. Having lain idle for a cen-
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tury or more, moving parts, especially the
threaded maidens, may have been frozen in
place by dried lubricants. The head must
be cleaned and all moving parts loosened.
If you want optimum performance or if
parts are missing or broken, take the head
to a competent spinning wheel restorer for
a complete overhaul. If the head is
complete and in good shape, you may be
able to refurbish it yourself.

Cleaning and lubrication

Cleaning is easier if you disassemble the
head, which you will need to do in any case
if the parts need to be loosened. For clean-
ing, you can use fine steel wool dipped in a
mixture made of equal parts of turpentine
and linseed oil. If there is a label on the
MOA, take care not to mar it since it adds
to the resale value of the head.

To disassemble the head, proceed as fol-
lows. If there is a drive band, first slip it off
the pulley wheel. Pull out the two swivels
while grasping the pulley wheel, being
careful not to drop the wheel, which is
very fragile. If the pulley axle bearings are
over-enlarged or if the pulley axle is exces-
sively worn, repair becomes a job for the
restoret. If not, clean out the swivel holes
in the maidens and clean the swivel posts.

If the maidens do not turn when reason-
able force is applied or if the swivels can-
not be pulled out and cleaned, do not pro-
ceed further. Your spinning head needs
professional attention. Do not attempt to
turn stubborn maidens with the wing
knobs. They will surely break off.

Assuming that the maidens turn and
the swivels can be cleaned, gently remove
the wing knobs. They are press-fitted and
can be slipped off if you insert a tool
between the MOA and the top of the knob
and carefully pry them downward. Once
the wing knobs are off, turn the maidens
out of their sockets for cleaning. When re-
assembling, do not lubricate the wooden
threads with oil; instead, rub them with
paraffin from a candle. When you reposi-
tion the pulley wheel, make sure that its
larger section is to the left, directly over
the spindle whorl.

Spindle and bearings

Now look at the spindle. Note that it is
held in place by two corn-husk (or leather)
loops. These are the spindle bearings.

Although original bearings were made of
braided corn husks, many were later
replaced with strips of leather. Corn husks
make excellent spindle bearings because
they are tough and soak up reserve oil, but
they must be kept well oiled. When dry,
husks become quite abrasive and can
quickly wear down a steel spindle. Remem-
ber that the spindle rotates at high speed.
Miner’s heads all carried a warning on the
label which reminded the spinner to keep
the head well-oiled. Leather bearings work
well, but also must be kept soaked in oil.

If the spindle bearings are in place and
in good condition, do not remove them.
Clean around them. If the bearings are bro-
ken or missing, you will need to replace
them. You can make corn-husk bearings or
use strips of stiff leather.

Accelerating heads came
in a vast assortment of
styles, but the parts and
their interactions remained
consistent. Here’s an

overview.

Two-step
- pulley

Main drive band

Y

Swivel
bearing

Yarn stop

Corn-husk bearing

Spindle whorl

Mother-of-all
(MOA)

Spindle

Wing knob

Mounting post
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This unsigned great wheel
with an accelerating head
was made in New York state
in the early 1800s.

Note that the bearings are held in place
by small wooden retaining pins, which pen-
etrate the bearings through holes in the
MOA. These pins keep the bearings from
being pulled out by the tension of the drive
band. To remove the old bearings, you
must first pull out the pins. They can be
driven out using a 1/8-inch (3-mm) drive
pin punch. When installing the new bear-
ings, pull them up
snug so that the spin-
dle will not flop
around, but not so
tightly that they bind
the spindle. Note that
the bearing near the
yarn stop needs to be
folded over the spindle
before you insert it
into the bearing hole.

Corn-husk bearings
are easy to make. If
you live in the coun-
try or have access to
field corn, gather
some corn husks and
hang them up to dry.
Sweet-corn husks will
do, but they are small-
er and less tough.
When your husks turn
yellow, soak them
until they are soft,
twist them together to
form short ropes, and
braid them, keeping your braid thick
enough to fit the bearing holes. Fold each
braid over to make a loop, bind its ends to-
gether with a strip of husk or fine string,
and let the loops dry for a day. Then push a
loop into each bearing hole and insert the
retaining pin; corn-husk bearings are easily
penttrated by the wooden pins.

Two strips of stiff leather, cut wide
enough to fit snugly into the bearing holes
when folded, will also do the job. If you are
using leather loops, you will need to drill
holes in the leather for the retaining pins
to go through. First put the bearings in po-
sition, then insert a 1/8-inch (3-mm) drill
through the pin holes and carefully drill
only through the leather. Insert the pins.

If you need new pins, you can whittle
them from a piece of hardwood, making
them the same size as the original pins and
sharpened on one end.

Check the spindle to see that it is not
bent. If bent, it will wobble when turned.
Old spindles are made of soft steel; if care-
fully handled, they can be bent or ham-
mered back into shape and straightened.

If the yarn stop is missing, replace it; it
keeps the spun yarn from becoming entan-
gled in the spindle bearing. Although the
yarn stop is a simple piece, it may be best to
have one made by a wheel restorer, because
if it is not perfectly balanced it will cause
an annoying vibration when spinning. The
stop is simply a wooden disk, about two
inches (5 cm) in diameter and about a quar-
ter inch (6 mm) thick, and should fit snugly
on the spindle. A replacement stop can also
be cut from a piece of stiff leather.

The whorl drive band

Finally, install a drive band connecting the
large section of the pulley to the spindle
whorl (the smaller section of the pulley
wheel is for the main drive band). I find
that the best material for a drive band is
four-ply, worsted-weight cotton yarn. My
technique for making this band is shown
in the illustration. You'll need a piece of
yarn slightly more than twice the length of
your finished drive band. To allow for fu-
ture stretching, install the band with the
maidens turned down to one turn below
their lowest setting.

I double the yarn, with a loop in one
end. Then I twist the two ends together for
their entire length, using four to six turns
to the inch (2.5 cm). I loop this over the
large pulley wheel and under the spindle
whorl, joining the ends at the top of the
pulley wheel. I insert one of the two loose
ends through the loop on the other end,
pull the cord snug, and tie the ends with a
square knot. This keeps the knot small.

To adjust the tension on this band,
make sure that the pulley wheel is aligned
with the spindle whorl; that is, both maid-
ens must be set equally high, so the pulley
wheel forms a right angle with the spindle.
Always turn the maidens by rolling them
between your fingers. Don't try to turn
them with the wing knobs unless you
know all parts turn freely. When loosening
or tightening the drive band, always turn
both maidens equally so the wheel stays
aligned with the whorl.
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Square knot —»

Drive band Ioop

N
~ _

How to tie a drive band

Installing the head and the
main drive band

Now the head is ready to be installed on
your wheel. The mounting post is tapered,
designed to fit into a tapered hole on the
great wheel. A tapered post in a matching
tapered hole is designed to keep the head
firmly in place when pressed down. Unfor-
tunately, there is no standard for this taper
and what fits one wheel may not fit anoth-
er. The post should fit snugly, so the head
will not come loose and turn in its mount-
ing while you are spinning. If the tapers of
your post and hole do not match, you can
often secure the post by wrapping a piece of
cloth or other material around its base be-
fore you insert it into the mounting hole.

After mounting the head, install the
main drive band, using the same cotton
yarn and looping technique described for
the whorl drive band. To allow for future
stretching, set the main band’s tension ad-
justment close to, but not at the limit of,
its shortest setting. Tie the square knot
where the two ends of the band meet at
the top of the rim.

Testing and tensioning

You are now ready to try out the head. Re-
member to oil the spindle bearing and the

pulley bearings liberally before starting to
spin. Number 30 oil, the kind you put in a
car, will do nicely. You can never have too
much oil on these old machines.
Adjusting the tension of the two drive
bands while spinning has frustrated

many a spinner. The trick is to first ad-

just the main-band tension until the
pulley wheel turns, then adjust the
pulley-to-whorl band until the spin-

dle turns. If the spindle stops turning

when you begin to draft, first make
sure that the pulley wheel is turning,
then tighten the whorl band. If tight-
ening the pulley-wheel tension stops
the pulley wheel, tighten the main
drive band a bit more, alternating these
adjustments until both spindle and pulley
wheel are turning,

If, after putting considerable tension on
both bands, the spindle still stops as soon
as the draw is applied, the problem may be
with the spinning head or, in the case of
the beginning spinner, with the spinning
technique. Poorly prepared rolags or
overenergetic hand movements may cause
too much pull to be applied to the spindle.

If excessive tension is required to keep
the spindle turning, or if it just won't turn,
it’s time for more experienced hands to
work on the mechanism. Take the
spinning head, or better yet the entire
wheel, to a restorer for more advanced at-

K2

tention. <

Bill Ralph, of Rome, Pennsylvania, has re-
stored more wheels than most of us have
had the pleasure of seeing. He also keeps
clear and precise photographic records of
the wheels he meets, and has provided all
of the photos used in this article.

Another accelerating head by
an unidentified maker, from
around the middle of the
nineteenth century.
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Majacraft’s unique designer wheel has

12 ratios, from 4.5 to 15:1, folds up to carry
away, has left and right hand options, is fitted
with sealed, frictionless ball bearings and has
a stainless steel no hook orifice, heel and toe
action treadles—so it’s better to use!

IDAHO MARYLAND MINNESOTA
Good Shepherd Betty Roth Detta’s Spindle
Woolworks 2541 Barnes Lane 2592 Geggen Tina Rd.
. . PO. Box 21 Hwy. 93N. Eldersburg, MD 21784 Maple Plain, MN 55359
Majacraft Ball Beari ng, Double Treadle camen Ip 83452 (410) 795-9441 (612) 479-2886
. s . {208) 756-3337 “Dancing Leaf Farm"
. MISSISSIPPI
Spinning Wheels are available from: | \ois 21920 Beallvile Road  phorcr poarr
Barnesville, MD 20838 ;
i} . The Fold 18 Davis Bayou Rd.
ALABAMA Boli Weaver The Village Spinning & 3316 Millstream Rd. (301) 972-8089 Ocean Springs, MS 39564
Little Barn Ltd. 226 F Street Weaving Shop Marengo, IL 60152 The Golden Spindle (601) 872-3696
173 McKee Rd. Eureka, CA 95501 425-B Alisal Rd. (815) 568-5320 12616 Two Farm Dr. MISSOURI
Harvest, AL 35749 (707) 443-8145 Solvang, CA 93463 Wools & Wheels Silver Spring, MD 20904
i 4 (301) 622-4914 Charlotte Hellimann
(800) 542-3275 Charlean Grimes (805) 686-1192 8741 Oak Hill Road ) D ;
ey Misty Mountain Fiber 7690 Antioch Rd.
(205) 852-1600 621 Peregrine Trail Lebanon, IL 62254 Gerald, MO 63037
Placenvile, CA95667  CO-ORADO (618) 632-6183 Workshop T
ALASKA 16) 622 602 Bountiful 814 Annapolis Rd. (678) 764-3702
Yule Farm 125-B Moraine Avenue  INDIANA Gambrills, MD 21054 MONTANA
3800 Campbell Rd. Folly Wools Box 1727 ggéggbgflt o (800) 257-2907 Joseph's Coat
Palmer, AK 99645 104 W. Garlos Estes Park, CO 80517 Crown i’oinst INagz7  MICHIGAN 117 West Broadway
(907) 746-0960 Alturas, GA 96101 (970) 586-9332 oE Davidson’s Old Mill Yarn  Missoula, MT 59802
(916) 233-4873 (218) 942-678 - (406) 549-1419
ARIZONA Green va"ey Weavers N N 109 Elizabeth St., Box 8
. o Harlequin House Art Suol Wmterhavep Fiber Farm  gai0n Rapids, MI NEW HAMPSHIRE
Fiberbits Farm Center pply . 255 Yule Trail 48827-0008 Hodae Podge
15641 West Magnolia 1037 South Center St. 9555 Benmspn Terrace Walkerton, IN 46574 (517) 663-2711 Hagndicrafgts
Goodyear, AZ 853389782 Stockton, CA 95206 Colorado Springs, CO 80908 (219) 586-7606 Kim Stephenson 59 Belknap Ave.
(602) 9251695 (209) 462-4812 (719) 495-9010 IOWA 1717 Wisconsin Ave. Newport, NH 03773-1508
Wolf Moon Spinning & ~ j,4v s The Weaver's Blessing  Olsen Fiber Co. Marysville, Ml 48040 (603) 863-1470
’ udy Sours . ; ; (810) 364-7207
Weaving 14396 Gale Lane 27 Chico Camino 208 Main St. Lady Pedd| The Sheep Shed
2663 Parkinson Rd. Oak Run, CA 96069 Monte Vista, CO 81144 Lester, IA 51242 L e oot 9 Cemetary Hi
Lakeside, AZ 85929 (916) 472-3168 (719) 852-3258 (712) 478-4414 Hastings, MI 49058 New Boston, NH 03070
(602) 368-8717 Powell Sheep Co. Woolly Designs KENTUCKY (616) 948-9644 (603) 487-2072
CALIFORNIA 1826 Keyes Rd. 41285 Weld County Rd. 15 “%oéea';t.rmﬁusrtes The Lamb Shoppe NEW JERSEY
Blomgrens Spinning Ramona, CA 92065 Ft. Collins, CO 80524 La Grangs. KY 40031 10456 Bath Rd. Glenmarle Woolworks
H F (619) 789-1758 (970) 484-0445 g€, Byron, M 48418 4428 Main St.
ooves rarm (502) 222-0382 (810) 266-5109 Kin
gston, NJ 08528-0851
9031 Rd. 248 Stuart Farm GEORGIA o 609) 921-3022
MAINE The Spinning (609)
Terra Bella, CA 93270 458-605 Hwy. 395 N. Big Creek Fibers i
; 9 Halcyon Yarn Wheel Shop The Spinnery, Inc.
(800) 511-4441 Janesville, CA 96114 191 Gartrell Street .
(209) 535-5727 916) 253.2663 ! 12 School St. 6425 Emery 1367 Highway 202
(916) 253- Elijay, GA 30540 Bath, ME 04530 Houghton Lake, Mi 48629  Neshanic Stn., NJ 08853
(800) 619-6731 (800) 341-0282 (517) 422-4350 (908) 369-3260
New Dealer enquiries welcome .................
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NEW MEXICO

DFK Ranch

15 Cedar Lane

Sandia Park, NM 87047
(505) 281-3366

NEW YORK

Country Delights

4817 Huff Rd.

Hemilock, NY 14466

(716) 367-2214

Cross Eyed Sheep
Fiber Shop

3054 Canandaigua Rd.

Macedon, NY 14502

(315) 986-4943

General Bailey
Homestead Farm

340 Spier Falls Rd.

Greenfield Center, NY
12833-2015

(518) 893-2015

Limekill Enterprises
Noreen Flannagan
RD #1, Box 146
Schoharie, NY 12157
(518) 827-4615

Patternworks

335 New Hackensack Rd.

(Rte. 376)
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
(914) 462-8000

Shelley Wing
163 Mountain View Dr.

Willsboro, NY 12996-3506

(518) 963-7408

Woodland Ridge
Spinning

502 Eighmyville Rd.

Rhinebeck, NY 12572

(914) 876-4159

The WoolRoom
Joe's Hill Rd.
Brewster, NY 10509
(914) 279-7627

NORTH CAROLINA
Hosanna Enterprises
498 Tidline Rd.

Traphill, NC 28685

(901) 957-2607

OHIO

Bullens Wullens
5711 CR#13
Centerburg, OH 43011
(614) 625-5554

Homespun Shed
8830 State Rte. 83
Holmesville, OH 44633
(216) 279-2079

The Little House
1927 N. Main St.

Clyde, OH 43410
(419) 547-9210

Sally’s Shop

139 College St.
Wadsworth, OH 44281
(216) 334-1996

Teri’s Treasures
3060 Ramona Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45211
(513) 662-4441

OKLAHOMA
Stitching Post

5928 N.W. 16

Oklahoma City, OK 73127
(405) 495-4699

OREGON

Inda Farm Enterprises
26336 Crow Rd.
Eugene, OR 97402
(503) 345-9498

Sheyna Fibers

214 SW Munros St.
Corvallis, OR 97330
(503) 753-1381
Woodland Woolworks
262 S. Maple St.
Yamhill, OR 97148
(800) 547-3725

RHODE ISLAND
Textile Fiber Arts Studio
64 Paris Irons Rd.

North Scituate, Rl 02857
(401) 568-7837

TENNESSEE
Foothills Fiberworks
2235 Chesterfield Dr.
Maryville, TN 37803
(800) 808-7087

(615) 681-5000
Janes Fiberworks
604 Franklin St.
Greeneville, TN 37745
(423) 639-7919
Simple Gifts Fiber Studio
6948 Millersburg Rd.
Christiana, TN 37037
(615) 890-5172

TEXAS

Fay Drozd

305 Indian Creek Rd.
Ingram, TX 78025
(210) 367-2567

Heritage Arts at The

Blossom Patch
1506 N. Main
Cleburne, TX 76031
(817) 558-8488

Suzanne Roddy
Handweaving
1519 Memorial
Conroe, TX 77304
(409) 441-1718

Woolenworks

119 S. Tennessee St.
McKinney, TX 75069
(214) 218-9665

UTAH

Salt Lake Weaver’s
Store

1227 East 3300 South

Salt Lake City, UT 84106

(801) 486-1610

VIRGINIA
Carolina Homespun
Eastridge Rd, Rt. 2,

Box 390H
Ridgeway, VA 24148
(540) 957-1174

Mary Margaret Hancock

8741 Merry Oaks Lane

Toana, VA 23168

(804) 566-4134

Springwater Fiber
Workshop

820 N. Fairfax St.

Alexandria, VA 22314

(703) 549-3634

Stony Mountain Fibers
939 Hammocks Gap Rd.
Charlottesville, VA 22911
(804) 295-2008

The Loom Room

617 Saddlehorne Dr.
Chesapeake, VA 23322
(804) 482-1862

Three Bags Full
2804 Schafflind Ct.
Vienna, VA 22180
(703) 560-4804

WASHINGTON
Cedarose at Wolf Fork
Rt. 3, Box 563

Dayton, WA 99328
(509) 382-4717

Dear Valley Farm

W. 18592 Cloquallum Rd.
Elma, WA 98541

(360) 482-3307

The Lacemaker

176 Sunset Ave S.
Edmonds, WA 98020
(206) 670-1644

Paradise Fibers

Rt. 1 Box 230A

Colfax, WA 99111

(509) 397-2585

Spin-Away (Your
Troubles)

7904 NE 6th Ave.,
Ste. B404

Vancouver, WA 98665

(206) 693-5519

Spinner’s Hearth
& Store

7512 Lackey Rd.

Vaughn, WA 98394

(206) 884-1500

Windy Acres Weaving
9546 Glory Dr., SE
Olympia, WA 98513
(360) 491-2177

The Wool Station
4218 136th St. NE
Marysville, WA 98271
(360) 653-2604

WISCONSIN

Granite Creek Farm
642 27th Ave.
Cumberland, W1 54829
(715) 822-8766

The Phoenix

221 Main St.
Viroqua, W1 54665
(608) 624-5279

Red Pines Fibre Farm
Box 104 Griffith Rd.
Ashland, WI 54806
(715) 682-2399

Susan’s Fiber Shop
N250 Hwy. A
Columbus, W1 53925
(414) 623-4237

Vee’s Fiber Studio
W. 5922 CTH “08’
Onalaska, Wi 54650
(608) 783-3081
Virtuous Women
NTH 128 W. 18875
Holy Hill Rd.
Richfield, Wl 53076
(414) 628-9741

PUERTO RICO
Caribbean Fiber Works
P.O. Box 689

Coto Laurel, PR 00780
(809) 844-4028

CANADA

ALBERTA

The Fiber Hut

2316 Crestwood Road
SE.

Calgary, AB T2C 0C6

(800) 816-7764

(403) 279-2658

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Jane Stafford Textile
Designs
220 Mountain View Dr.
Salt Spring Is., BC
V8K 1G1
(604) 537-9468

Lama Charm Gift Shop
Site 14A Comp 9, RR2
Enderby, BC VOE 1V0
(604) 838-9559

Sun Bench Fibres
45706 Higginson Rd.
Chilliwack BC V2R 1C9
(604) 858-6276

ONTARIO

Bo-Peep’s Spinning
Wheel Shop

35 Pannell Lane

Strathroy, ON N7G 2C5

(519) 245-1483

Warm & Wonderful Wool
RR #3

Wellandport, ON LOR 1J0
(905) 386-6192

AUSTRALIA

Munrola

RMS 236 Gundaroo Rd.

Gearys Gap NSW 2621

61-6-2369378

Virginia Farm
Woolworks

122 Annangrove Rd.

Annangrove NSW 2156

02 654 1069

Shirley Shaw

20 Creek View Dr.
Redwood Park
South Australia 5097
08 263 3768

The Walking Wheel
Studio

20 Chandada St.

Seaview Downs

South Australia 5049

08 296 3428

Wendy Dennis-

Handspinning Wool
Tarndwarncoort
Warncoort, Vict. 3243
0061 52 33 624

ENGLAND

Fibrecrafts at
Godalming

Style Cottage

Lower Eashing

Godalming

Surrey GU7 2QD, UK

01483 421853

Fibrecrafts at Barnhowe
Barnhowe

Elterwater, Almbleside
Cumbria LA22 9HW, UK
015394 37346

Contact MAJACRAFT, Munro Road, R.D. 6 Tauranga, New Zealand
Phone +00647 552 4672: Fax +00647 552 4652
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Ginger Jolley: ™%

“Yucca Rug” was woven in 1988 in the
traditional Navajo way, on an upright loom

ta_pes ' | i cS 11N with handspun warp and weft and home-

dyed colors. Looking back, I remember the
handspun problems I had with color, design, and
time. Since then, I've put great effort into
self-education and have solved those prob-
lems.
I developed the habit of drawing
freehand to scale and with speed, to get
better designs. A friend who welds made a
large, steel-pipe loom frame that holds the
warp tight. I still work with handspun
yarn for quality, combing rather than card-
Above: “Yucca Rug.” Below* A detail. ing. I also use more commercial yarn; the
suppliers get better all the time. I use heav-
ier yarns, in multiple strands in different
hues, and I use a weighted beater. Whether
the warp is Gobelin-style or Navajo-way, I
work from the front with the cartoon hung
close to the web. For the weaving alone, I
take three days per square foot.

“Yucca” was the turning point. Weav-
ing this piece showed me ways to improve.
It opened the door on perspective and good
design. The early rugs were mostly two-
dimensional with a border. Have you no-
ticed that “Yucca Rug,” with its wild pic-
torial and snow falling, has a border!?

Grand Canyon

In January 1992 I ordered two silver-
gray Lincoln fleeces and fifteen pounds of
white mohair/Lincoln roving from Nancy
Pintler, and another six pounds of mohair
roving from Fox Hollow Farm. I picked
these fleeces from samples for their luxury,
sheen, and staple length. For border yarn, I
" ; : bought several pounds of black and light

e - M“”w };rovﬁn grease Yvool f.rom Norsk Fj.ord Fiber.
i%ﬁ 5 S ,,é,_, n all, T had thirty-six pounds of fiber to
spin for warp and weft.

I comb all fiber now, because the

cfid a smooth, worsted yarn weaves a sharper
?*’ image. Combing seems faster than carding,
38 and it’s satisfying to see all the debris go in

the trash and not in the weaving. I use
Meck’s four-pitch combs. Instead of using
hot water to heat the tines, I use an elec-
tric Pelonis Disk heater, which is small
and gives a lot of heat. I set it on the table
with one comb in front. As the secured
comb heats, I load it with about 3/4 ounce
(21 g) of fiber. It became routine to comb
about 8 ounces (230 g) in the morning, and
from noon on I would spin what was
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processed that morning. It took fifteen
days to comb and spin a ten-pound fleece.

Another good investment was the
Ertoél electric spinner, used to spin all of
the weft and warp for “Grand Canyon”; it
saved time and wear on my body. In three
weeks, fifty-four skeins of medium-weight
weft yarn were ready for dyeing. The
palette for “Grand Canyon” was ten main
colors, with shades for shadow. I overdyed
the silver-gray Lincoln with black and pur-
ple Cushing dye.

Spinning the warp brought up an old
problem. With tapestries of this size
woven in the Navajo way, you have to fig-
ure out how to splice or piece the warp. It
can’t be spun as a single strand, which is
the ideal.

Since the cartoon for the “Canyon” was
nearly six by seven feet 1.8 x2.1m}, I
knew I'd have to knot together balls of
warp while laying the web. I did spin eigh-
teen bobbins and wound each into a hard
ball. The second twisting was difficult, but
as long as the drive band was tight, the
overtwisted warp was uniform. A third
twisting was unnecessary. With warping
boards in place, the web was strung, and
when a warp ball came to an end, I knotted

anew ball to it at either end of the web.
After weaving was complete, these tails
were woven into the warp along their own

channels, making them secure and invisi-
ble. <

Ginger Jolley left this world in October
1994. Her legacy remains, in the form of
superbly crafted, handspun, hand-dyed
tapestries and exquisite pine-needle bas-
kets which have been exhibited and col-
lected internationally. She was certified to
repair Navajo textiles and did restoration
work for museums and private collectors.
Her tapestries appeared in Spin-Off (Win-
ter 1987 pages 38-45) and she was a men-
tor at the Spin-Off Autumn Retreat in
1988.

A memorial scholarship fund in
Ginger’s name to aid gifted high school
seniors pursuing study in the visual arts
has been organized by her husband, Donal
Jolley, and friends. Contributions in any
amount are welcome from those who feel
they have the resources to help: Rim of the
World Communities Scholarship Council,
“Ginger Harrison Jolley Memorial Scholar-
ship for Visual Arts,” PO Box 1816, Blue
Jay, California 92317 Please mark your
contribution for this fund.

“Grand Canyon,” 6 V2 x 7
feet (1.7 x 2.1 m).

Summer 1996

SPIN- OFF 39



- KNOW several fine woodworkers. The best of them can make
even the simplest objects look beautiful. It seems that these few: ga
understand their craft, their tools, and their wood at a deeper level
‘than the others, so that no matter what type of t]:ungthey make, it
has beauty Thinking about this one day made me think of my own
craft. I wish I had that level of understanding and control over my 4
spinning and knitting.
Some day I would like to spin and knit an absolutely plain crew-
neck sweater: white wool, plain yarn, stockinette knitting, plain
ribbing, classic fit. The hard part of this goal (or is it a fantasy?) is 1
it must be a beautiful sweater, a remarkably beautiful sweater.
s would be a tremendous test of one’s skill as a spinner and
. Beauty is hard enough to achieve when there are beautiful
esting stitch patterns, and unusual buttons to rely upon.

! Vincent Sheean, Lead Kindly Light (New York: Random House, 1949), page 144.
2 1da Grae, Nature’s Colors: Dyes from Plants (New York: Macmillan: 1974), pages 70-72.




. -awareness,”* a focus on the luster of mohair-white, the
"~ smooth sheen of ramie-white, the radiance of silk-white, the
subtlety of cotton white, and so on. This leads to exciting possi-
bilities in color relationships. Somber, glossy, or absorbin
white, as the empty page, gives 1tsel£tq_the mterplay 0
colors find artistic expression there.
Spinners for whom the tactile element is
whom lighting is a factor w1thout even co’

a dr

am thankful for white. Working w1th white is res ';‘

- White fibers, reflecting light as they do, rather h
it, allow for spinning, knitting, or weaving in v
of light and lighting; and though I hesitate
eventually fhe only color with which one

by Ella B'aker

T, O
§ o

The

What a challenge it would be
and intricate cables!
When this bit o

Wl

farther kmttmg before attemptmg th1$ goal. Bl,_g,
ing. During these test runs, I can cheat .
a few stitch patterns and some nice
: white sweater every now and
1 e if my skllls are 1ndeed progressing. If nothing else

omes of it, I can always have a good supply of white sweaters.

I really like white sweaters.

by Mary Spanos



is interesting that the advent of dyelng ma ]
valuable Sheep, for mstance :

when they occurred, were nu.ttuf 1, select-
ed, and bred to increase their numbers.
Other whites are the result of time-consum-
ing bleaching processes that leach away
other colors to reveal the hidden, glistening
white fiber. To the handspinner, white is the color of potential.
The great joy of white is that it displays the surface and texture
of a yarn or textile more than any other shade. Fuzzy, brushed
yarns look fluffier and softer in white. In white, the shadows

or ﬂuffy clouds or sand dunes mld-day in Iulyz White as the
moon rising over ca.lm wa’cerz Whlte as chalk, bleached clamshells,
o available whltes .

{ ”lavender" wﬂ,l‘gaf ‘
' rom _ed to green. Well, what to do? For the lightest,
blue-vlolet of colors, choose a base fiber with a nat-
hite quality.
fiber is white in some places and yellowed in others,
n 1})e level, but mottled, blotchy. Lastly, protein fibers

ow T athel' quickly with age. ThlS results in an

B

" ’Whlte eaté b;lght shades, and bleaches out grayed hues into versions
of beige, pearl, and ash. In low-light scenarios, white areas dominate
a piece. In full, strong light, moderately sized areas of white dazzle, |

—|‘1-_r



‘created by surfa e c
lief and lace patterns. Whet
hard, fuzzy, smooth, soft, or shin
same revealing nature of white alsc
our technical skills and less forglvmg of
tencies of twist, grist, plying, beat, tension,
more apparent in a white yarn than a colored one.
attention to detail to create a truly worthy yarn or fabric

White displays and exhibits. It demands much of us as spin
and makers of fabric, but in return white shows our work with
clarity and boldness.

by Jane Fournier

wearing white shoes. The shoes appear to walk by themselves,
detached like demented puppets. This distraction can destroy an
elegant atmosphere.

 White is hardly a demure neutral color 1t is powerful. It wins
in cembmatlon with most other colors. It is often misused. )

Spinners. white deludes us constantly. Some natural fiber colors i
ultimately result in white textiles. Honey-colored wool washes ! i 2 y
white. The myriad manilas, grays, and greens of raw flax L L
ultimately wash white—but not to the same white. Growing LQ‘] [ﬂ] T BN
conditions change from year to year. This season’s Pima » " y
cotton may not match next year’s, although both are white. | } u

The solution to a lot of this is to treat white fibers like
individual dye ‘ |
your project.
blend them.

selves dramat cally in the finished piece. Fymu must mmgle
eral white sources in a finished plece do it in sma ‘

alternate warp ends from sour
warp; this is made easy by handlmg tv
board. Then weave with alternat
two shuttles, to avoid obvious ba

After processing hundreds of pounds of “white” fib ~,:‘
to see any natural fiber as luminous andﬂbfu&whte as snow. Ma ,g
this fleece of yours is truly a great pearI g _ i






WHY A SILK SHAWL!

A few years ago, inspired by Margaret
Stove’s incredible lace work, I challenged
myself to produce a superfine Merino yarn
and knit a shawl, something I had never
done before. T had the tools (my Lendrum
wheel, with a new high-speed flyer and a
17:1 ratio), the fiber (a natural white Meri-
no fleece from a New Zealand supplier rec-
ommended by Margaret herself}, and the
technical know-how (also supplied by Mar-
garet’s teaching and by her book, Hand-
spinning, Dyeing and Working with
Merino and Superfine Wools).

The final product was soft and comfy,
but did not come close to the cobwebby
effect that I had envisioned. Obviously,
what I didn’t have was “the magic” in my
fingers to do what Margaret does with
wool.

But, I reasoned, maybe I could create
the desired effect with another fiber. Why
not silk? The silk could be spun very fine-
ly with a high degree of twist, which
would yield well-defined lace patterns. In
addition, the knitted fabric would be soft,
with an elegant sheen and drape. I
imagined a shawl of uniform laciness that
would surround my shoulders in a cascade
of soft luxury.

I1LK
HAWL

by Janice Keller

THE SPINNING

The cultivated silk brick which I chose for
this new project had been tucked away for
several years, waiting for the day when my
skills were adequate to meet its challenge.
Despite being generally successful with
spinning, I couldn’t seem to reach my
“comfort zone.” Unable to silence that old
adage, “practice makes perfect,” I strug-
gled to spin the smooth, gossamer thread
that I envisioned. With roughly two thou-
sand yards of two-ply yarn finished and
many more yards to go, I was not only
struggling; the joints of my fingers ached
as well.

Fortunately, I mentioned these
problems to Rita Buchanan at the Spin-Off
Autumn Retreat (SOAR) in 1993 and she
hit on the problem almost immediately.

Janice Keller spun twice for her silk shawl—first from a brick that turned out to have fibers of a variety of lengths, then
from top that seemed destined to become this Shetland-type shawl. Our photo hints at its drape, and gives you a view of
each of the three sections: a bit of the center square worked in Madeira and Diamond (from Sarah Don), visible above the
center of the photo; the border, in Rose Trellis Lace (from Barbara Walker); and the edging, #71 Wide Pointed Edging (from
Barbara Abbey). The cover shows a closer view of the border and edging.
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To see how her three chosen patterns worked togeth-
et, Janice knitted a “corner swatch.”

1 Cast-on edge for central pattern (Madeira and Dia-
mond).

2 Pick up stitches along two edges and work border
pattern (Rose Trellis Lace).

3 Corner increases.

4 Cast on stitches for edging and work back and
forth, joining to the open stitches of the shawl on
every incoming row.

She pulled some fibers from the end of the Shetland shawl because only the cast-on

brick so that we could examine the fiber and final stitches of the lace edging have to
length—anything but homogeneous! Along be grafted together.

with bits of cocoon waste, there were vary- 1. Cast on stitches invisibly and knit a

ing lengths of fiber, some as short as one center square.!

inch (2.5 cm). I learned at least two hard 2. Pick up stitches around the perimeter of
lessons that day always explore the quali- this square and knit a border, making

ty of a fiber preparation before launching yarn-over increases before and after the
into a major project; and never hesitate to four corner stitches on every other
abandon a project that just isn’t working, round.

no matter how much effort has been

3. Cast on stitches invisibly for the lace

invested. edging and knit back and forth, joining
The Bombyzx silk top that I carefully ex- this edging to the border stitches with a
amined and then purchased at the SOAR k2tog on every incoming row.

spinners’ market that year was truly a

pleasure to spin. I split it into narrow

The specifics of these steps are

strips, attenuated them slightly to loosen discussed in detail in an article by Priscilla
the fibers, and then spun directly from the Gibson-Roberts in Knitter’s magazine.> For
end, keeping a close eye on the drafting tri- my shawl, I cast on 203 stitches and knit-
angle to keep the diameter of the yarn con- ted 308 rows of Madeira and Diamond.? I
sistently fine. The result is probably the picked up and knitted 201 stitches along
finest spinning I have ever done; the the left side of the center square, knitted
finished two-ply yarn measures approx- the 203 cast-on stitches, picked up 201
imately 15,680 yards per pound and 75 stitches along the right side, and finally

wraps per inch (2.5 cm).

THE KNITTING

knitted across the top 203 stitches—808
stitches in all (804 pattern stitches plus 4
corner stitches).

Before beginning the border pattern,

The finished project is a Shetland-type Rose Trellis Lace,* I knitted a row of eye-
shawl which measures 54 inches (137 cm) lets (k2tog, yo) to separate the center
square, weighs roughly 2Y2 ounces (71 g), square from the border. I began making the

and took over 500 hours to complete: 150

hours spinning 2600 yards of two-ply and ! For invisible cast-on, see Elizabeth Zimmer-

375 hours of knitting, mostly at night with
the aid of a fluorescent desk lamp.

mann, Knitting Around (Pittsville, Wisconsin:
Schoolhouse Press, 1989), page 183.
? Priscilla Gibson-Roberts, “Christening

There: are three basic steps which I used Chrysalis,” Knitter’s 8 (Summer 1991), pages

in working this shawl seamlessly on a size
1 (2.25 mm) circular needle. Its construc-

48-53.
3 Sarah Don, The Art of Shetland Lace, page 54.
+ Barbara Walker, A Treasury of Knitting

tion is simpler than that of a traditional Patterns, page 226.
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Madeira and Diamond

Multiple of 10 sts plus 2 (two repeats
shown).

Begins with a wrong-side (odd-num-
bered) row.

All odd-numbered rows: knit across
(for garter-stitch ground). Odd-num-
bered rows are not shown on chart.

Vertical repeats include rows 4-55;
end final repeat with row 28.

Instructions from Sarah Don, page
54, modified.

Row 1 and all odd-numbered rows:
K.

Row 2: K2, *yo, k2tog, k8,* repeat
from * to *

Row 4: K1, *yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso), yo,
k7,* repeat from * to * to last st,
ki1

Row 6: K3, k2tog, yo, *k5, yo, k2tog,
k1, k2tog, yo,* repeat from * to *
to last 7 sts, k7

Row 8: K1, *yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso), yo,
k2tog, yo, k3, yo, k2tog,* repeat
from * to * to last st, k1.

. 5L1, Raxog, pesa Row 10: K3, *(k2tog, yo} 2X, k1, [yo,
k2tog yo k2tog) 2X, k1,* repeat from * to *
to last 9 sts, (k2tog, yo) 2X, k1, yo,
k2tog, k2.

54 [T T OOl T 71O | T OOl ZT0] Row 12: Same as row 8.
- 'O’:%/ < ;9}@ ;,,,,IQ"%/ -:;/:9:5.}7 jé$ Row 14: Same as row 6.
B o2 Pl oo 0| Row 16: Same as row 4.
:; Pz o; \‘o;/' Wle) s o;/‘ | Row 18: K1, *k3, yo,

a0 [ [OL (]2 I P ] k2tog, k3, katog,

S e 0-9 62 S yo,* repeat from * to
o OL.OMO ‘ * to last st, k1.
30 [ oo T Row?20:*K5,yo, k2tog,
a8 1 e <9 k1, k2tog, yo,*
;; :/, 10] oo ,Q.'.:/ ! repeat from * to * to
20 | [OlA 1710 [ | last 2 sts, k2.

L 19t Row 22: K6, *yo, (sl 1,
14 — 09 /O, k2tog, psso), yo, k7%,
|g jééﬁ? 7 ¢} 69 /Of. repeat from * to * to

s [T T I T T 1 1o last 6 sts, yo, (sl 1,

A | et k2tog, psso), yo, k3.

Row 24: K4, *k2tog, yo, k3, yo,
k2tog, k3,* repeat from * to * to
last 8 sts, k2tog, yo, k3, yo, k2tog,
k1.

Row 26: K3, *k2tog, yo, k5, yo,
k2tog, k1,* repeat from * to * to
last 9 sts, k2tog, yo, k7

Row 28: K1, *yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso),
yo, k3, yo, k2tog, k2,* repeat from
* to * to last st, ki

Row 30: K6, *yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso),
yo, k7,* repeat from * to * to last
6 sts, yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso), yo, k3.

Row 32: *K5, yo, k2tog, k1, k2tog,
yo,* repeat from * to * to last 2
sts, k2.

Row 34: K2, *k2, yo, k2tog, yo, (sl 1,
k2tog, psso), yo, k2tog, yo, k1,*
repeat from * to *

Row 36: K2tog, yo, *k1, (yo, k2tog)
2X, k1, (k2tog, yo) 2X,* repeat
from * to * to last 10 sts, k1, (yo,
k2tog} 2X, k1, k2tog, yo, k2.

Row 38: Same as row 34.

Rows 40-46: Same as rows 20-26.

Rows 48-52: Same as rows 16-20.

Row 54: K2, *yo, k2tog, k2, yo, (sl 1,
katog, psso), yo, k3,* repeat from *
to ™

Row 55. K.

Repeat rows 4-55 for desired length,
ending final repeat with row 28.

yarn-over increases before and after each
corner stitch on the first round of Rose
Trellis (row 9 in the original instructions)
and changed the pattern to a garter-stitch
base by purling every other round.

The most challenging aspect of the
shawl’s design was figuring out how to in-
corporate the corner increases into the bor-
der pattern. My goal was to avoid large
areas of plain garter stitch, so on round 7
(row 15 of the original), I began a new
rosette cluster before and after each corner,
even though there were not enough stitch-
es to complete an entire motif. Subsequent

corner increases yielded enough additional
stitches to complete this motif over the
next several rounds. With only minor mod-
ifications of the stitches before and after
the corners, I was able to maintain the

continuity of the pattern.

As an aid to working out these modifi-
cations, I knitted a “corner swatch” con-
sisting of a center square, two sides of the

border pattern with one set of corner

increases, and the lace edging. The swatch
also provided other valuable information
needed to plan the shawl: ({1 the number of

stitches and rows needed to make a square

—continues on page 50
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Rose Trellis Lace

Multiple of 20 sts
plus 2
shown).

Stwo repeats

Begins with a right-
sitia (odd-
numbered) round.

All wrong-side
(even-numbered)
rounds: purl around
(for garter-stitch
round)
ered rounds are
not shown on chart.

. Even-num-

Vertical repeats in-
clude rounds 1-44.

k

k3tog

ssk

sl 1, k2tog, psso
yo

k2tog

Multiple of 20 sts plus 2.

[ T _TOIA JOT T T JOIANOT T T TO] INOI[ [ _IOIANOT ]
1Q[AL T 1O [OIAIONOT O] | INO [ IO]AIOINO[ ]
OO SO ol Ol710 | T 1 Ok
[ NIONIOL T T NIO [~ )| ~10]~ NOT 101A |
NONO [ ] 1 O] A
INJOINIOL | ~1 | L L1 1 10L~] (N
T NONO] O I [ | [ [OACA 1 11
[ INIOINO] 1~ [€]% | INOI [ | _[0l~]10]~] I O] ]
NIOL | T NONO ‘ oA € [OIN[O]_[O[AO[AT |
| _IOINO|_| O ( O] w I 1 1OINOI | | | 10INOI | |
|__O[A[OINIO] | _|0[A 10| NO] A 1 _[OIAIOINIO] | [O[AIONO] |
I 11 [ 1Ol INOI [O] @) [ [AO] oAl 10 [ON | 21
INIOL O] | | IANO Q|AIONI[O] [ 1T INOL Iolal T | 10l [O|AI0] | 19
| _10l~] [Ol~10 Ol [ [ O] I | IOIZIOMOINION | | INIOL | | 7
Ol.71 | | 10|70~ | 1 | INIO ol | ol710|~7] \{Qﬂ\nyA' A\AQ,, H 15
I N [0) 2 () 2 I I A o) O I I (o] [e]P4 N[ON[O [ 'k
| [O|~10l~] | | INOL | ] | IZ0l~] | I INIO 1
| 10|70~ [ ] ‘Q‘F\»[Q 1 (@] P4 N 9
" [OLZI01] | | JOINO[ | [ NONO[ 1] 7
I [Ol-10L” TO[AIONO [ N[ONIO | 5
[ [ TONOl [T [ONOI I T Ol Ol 3
NIO O[AIONIOT 1O[AIONIOl [ [o[A4 Al 1

Barbara Walker, page 226, modified.

Round 1 (right side). K1, *yo, k3tog,

yo, k2, yo, ssk, yo, k3tog, yo, ki,
yo, ssk, yo, k3tog, yo, k2, yo, ssk,*
repeat from * to * across, end k1.

Round 2 and all even rounds: P
Round 3: K1, ssk, *yo, k4, yo, (sl 1,

k2tog, psso), yo, k3, yo, (sl 1,
k2tog, psso), yo, k4, yo, (sl 1,
k2tog, psso),* repeat from * to *
until 6 sts remain, end last rep k6
instead of k4, yo, (sl 1, k2tog,

psso).

Round 5. K2, *(yo, ssk) 2X, k3, yo,

ssk, yo, k3tog, yo, k3, (k2tog, yo)
2X, k1,* repeat from * to * across.

Round 7' *K3, {yo, ssk) 2X, k3, yo, (sl

1, k2tog, psso), yo, k3, (k2tog, yo)
2X,* repeat from * to * across, end

k2

Round 9: K4, *(yo, ssk) 2X, k7,

(k2tog, yo) 2X, k5,* repeat from *
to * across, ending last rep k3.

Round 11. K5, *(yo, ssk) 2X, k5,
(k2tog, yo) 2X, k7,* repeat from *
to * across, ending last rep k4.

Round 13: K6, *(yo, ssk) 2X, k3,
(k2tog, yo) 2X, k9,* repeat from *
to * across, ending last rep k5.

Round 15: K2, *yo, ssk, k3, [yo, ssk])
2X, k1, (k2tog, yo) 2X, k3, k2tog,
yo, k1,* repeat from * to * across.

Round 17 *{K3, yo, ssk) 2X, yo, (sl 1,
k2tog, psso), yo, k2tog, yo, k3,
k2tog, yo,* repeat from * to *
across, ending k2.

Round 19: K1, *yo, k3tog, yo, k1, yo,
k3, k3tog, yo, k1, yo, (sl 1, k2tog,
psso), k3, yo, k1, yo, ssk,* repeat
from * to * across, ending k1.

Round 21. K1, ssk, *yo, k3, yo, ki1,
k3tog, yo, k3, yo, (sl 1, k2tog,
psso), k1, yo, k3, yo, (sl 1, k2tog,
psso),* repeat from * to * to last 5
sts, ending last rep k5 (instead of
k3, yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso)).

Round 23: K2, *(yo, ssk, yo, k3tog,
yo, k2) 2X, vo, ssk, yo, k3tog, yo,
k1,* repeat from * to * across.

Round 25. *K3, yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso),
(yo, k4, yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso)) 2X,
yo,* repeat from * to * across, end
k2.

Round 27 K1, *yo, k3tog, yo, k3,
(k2tog, yo) 2X, k1, {yo, ssk) 2X, k3,
yo, ssk,* repeat from * to * across,
end k1.

Round 29: K1, ssk, *yo, k3, (k2tog,
yo) 2X, k3, (yo, ssk) 2X, k3, yo, (sl
1, k2tog, psso),* repeat from * to *
to last 5 sts, ending last rep k5 (in-
stead of k3, yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso)).

Round 31 K5, *(k2tog, yo) 2X, k5,
{yo, ssk) 2X, k7,* repeat from * to
* across, ending last rep k4.

Round 33: K4, *(k2tog, yo) 2X, k7,
(vo, ssk) 2X, k5,* repeat from * to
* across, ending last rep k3.

Round 35. *K3, (k2tog, yo) 2X, k9,
(yo, ssk) 2X,* repeat from * to *
across, ending k2.

Round 37- K2, *(k2tog, yo) 2X, k3,
k2tog, yo, k1, yo, ssk, k3, (yo, ssk)
2X, k1,* repeat from * to * across.

Round 39: K1, k2tog, *yo, (k2tog, yo,
k3) 2X, yo, ssk, k3, yo, ssk, yo, (sl
1, k2tog, psso),* repeat from * to *
to last 2 sts, ending last rep ssk
(instead of (sl 1, k2tog, psso)).

Round 41. K2, *yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso),
k3, yo, k1, yo, ssk, yo, k3tog, yo,
k1, yo, k3, k3tog, yo, k1,* repeat
from * to * across.

Round 43: *K3, yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso),
k1, yo, k3, yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso),
yo, k3, yo, ki, k3tog, yo,* repeat
from * to * across, end k2.

Round 44: P

Repeat rounds 1-44.
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#71 Wide Pointed Edging

Worked on a base of 23 sts.

Begins with a right-side (odd-num-
bered) row.

18
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From Barbara Abbey, pages 67-68
modified.

Begin by casting on 23 sts.

Row 1. Sl 1, k3, yo, k2tog, k2, double
yo, (sl 1, k2tog, psso), k2, (yo,
k2tog) 4X, yo, k2.

Row 2: Yo, k2tog, k12, (k1, pl into
double yo), k4, yo, k2tog, k2.

Row 3: 81 1, k3, yo, k2tog, k4, k2tog,
k2, [yo, k2tog) 4X, yo, k2.

Row 4: Yo, k2tog, k18, yo, k2tog, k2.

Row 5. 81 1, k3, yo, k2tog, k2, double
yo, k2tog, double yo, (sl 1, k2tog,
psso), k1, (yo, k2tog) 4X, yo, k2.

Row 6: Yo, k2tog, k11, (k1, pl into

double yo), ki1, (k1, pl into double
yo), k4, yo, k2tog, k2.

Row 7- 811, k3, yo, k2tog, k10, (yo,
k2tog), 4X, yo, k2.

Row 8: Yo, k2tog, k21, yo, k2tog, k2.

Row 9: Sl 1, k3, yo, k2tog, k2, double
yo, k2tog, [double yo, (sl 1, k2tog,
psso)] 2X, k1, (yo, k2tog) 4X, yo,
k2.

Row 10: Yo, k2tog, k11, {k1, pl into
double yo), [k1, (kl, pl into double
yo)] 2X, k4, yo, k2tog, k2.

Row 11 Sl1, k3, yo, k2tog, k13, (yo,
k2tog) 4X, yo, k2.

Row 12: Yo, k2tog, k24, yo, k2tog,
k2.

SYMBOL
kp

pl k
k2tog
k2tog
sl 1, k2tog, psso N
sl1 [
yo [@ yo
X bind off

(odd-numbered row)
(MO paIaqUINU-UIAS)

Row 13: 811, k3, yo, k2tog, k2, dou-
ble yo, k2tog, [double yo, (s 1,
k2tog, psso)] 3X, k1, (yo, k2tog)
4X, yo, k2.

Row 14: Yo, k2tog, k11, (k1, pl into
double yo), [k1, (k1, pl into double
yo)] 3X, k4, yo, k2tog, k2.

Row 15. Sl 1, k3, yo, k2tog, k16, (yo,
k2tog) 4X, yo, k2.

Row 16: Yo, k2tog, k27, yo, k2tog,
k2.

Row 17- 811, k3, yo, k2tog, k27

Row 18: Bind off 10; 1 st will be on
right needle after bind off; k18
more, yo, k2tog, k2.

Repeat rows 1-18.
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when the piece was blocked; (2) the rate for
picking up stitches along the side of the
square, for example, two stitches for every
three rows; (3) the number of short rows to
use when joining the lace edging to the
shawl at the corners; and (4) the visual im-
pact of the three patterns together.

One way to “see” the overall effect of
the chosen combination is to set up two
mirrors at right angles to each other and
position the swatch in front of them, so an
entire mini-shawl is reflected in the mir-
rors. This is a little trick I picked up from
my friends who quilt, and it really helps
those of us who have a hard time visualiz-
ing the finished piece.

When the border pattern had been
worked to the desired width (about half the
width of the center square), I left the 1260
stitches {315 stitches per side) on the circu-
lar needle and, using the same yarn and a
size 1 (2.25 mm) double-pointed needle, in-
visibly cast on 23 stitches for the lace edg-
ing, from Barbara Abbey’s Knitting Lace.?
Knitting back and forth, on even-
numbered rows (except at the corners) I
joined the last stitch of the edging with
one stitch of the shawl border with a
k2tog. In order to make the edging fit nice-
ly around the corners, I joined it to the
shawl on rows 2, 6, 10 (corner stitch), 14,
and 18. The 315 stitches on each side of
the shawl allowed for thirty-five repeats of
the edging pattern: thirty-four per side and
one for the corner.

Finally, I grafted the last row of the edg-
ing to the cast-on edge. It is best to graft
these stitches very loosely and then go
back to adjust and tighten them, so that
the seam will be very elastic and almost
undetectable.

At this point, the shawl looked like a
faricy piece of cheesecloth, so I dampened
it thoroughly and spread it out on sheet-
covered carpeting. Beginning with the cen-
ter square and a huge supply of rustproof
pins, I stretched, measured, and pinned
until the shawl was a perfect 54-inch (137
cm) square with every point of the edging
pattern pinned in place. It’s this last effort
that really ensures that the many hours of
spinning and knitting are rewarded. <

5 #71 Wide Pointed Edging.

Once she started this project, Janice
Keller, of Carbondale, 1llinois, was driven
to complete it in just five months. She
started knitting before she finished spin-
ning, and would knit in the mornings be-
fore work and during Iunch at the office.
After dinner, she would immediately sit at
her wheel or settle onto the couch with
her needles. Janice learned to knit as a
youngster, and traded English lessons for
spinning lessons while living in Austria
with her husband. Her most recent inter-
est is in exploring the use of handspun silk
threads in embroidery.

Resources

Abbey, Barbara. Barbara Abbey’s Knitting
Lace. Pittsville, Wisconsin:
Schoolhouse Press, 1993.

Don, Sarah. The Art of Shetland Lace.
Berkeley, California: Lacis, 1991.

Gibson-Roberts, Priscilla. “Christening
Chrysalis.” Knitter’s 8 1991):48-53.

Lewis, Susanna E. Knitting Lace.
Newtown, Connecticut: The Taunton
Press, 1992,

Stove, Margaret. Handspinning, Dyeing
and Working with Merino and
Superfine Wools. Loveland, Colorado:
Interweave Press, 1991

Walker, Barbara G. A Treasury of Knitting
Patterns. New York: Charles Scribner’s
Sons, 1968.

Waterman, Martha. Traditional Knitted
and Lace Shawls. Saint Paul, Minneso-
ta: Dos Tejedoras Fiber Arts
Publications, 1993.

Zimmermann, Elizabeth. Knitting Around.
Pittsville, Wisconsin: Schoolhouse
Press, 1989.
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JENSEN ¢ SCHACHT ¢ LOUET ¢ ASHFORD * MAJACRAFT ¢« REEVES
TIMBERTOPS « HALDANE « LENDRUM ¢ PEACOCK ¢ FRICKE
SALE & FREE FREIGHT on Most Wheels & Looms

YOUR SOURCE FOR THE INCOMPARABLE JENSEN WHEELS

The fastest, lightest treadling wheels
available! Crafted in Wisconsin of solid
cherry by Jerry & Audrey Jensen

Double Drive & Scotch Tension
Left or Right Hand Models

30" Production Wheel
Available ratios 10:1 to 40:1

24" Double Treadle Wheel
Available ratios 8.7:1 to 32:1

18" TINA II, available rations 7.8:1 to 24:1
Usually In Stock For Fast Delivery

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
Free Jensen BROCHURE

TINA II
LOUET ROVING DRUMCARDER $235.00 ppd

LOUKT FULL SIZE DRUMCARDER $345.00 ppd

LOUKT S-10 WHEEL $269.00 ppd « LOUET S-90 $499.00 ppd

ROBERTA & ASHFORD ELECTRIC SPINNERS

LENDRUM WHEEL $245.00 ppd * NEW DOUBLE TREADLE $335.00 ppd
FRICKE DRUMCARDERS from $278.00 - REEVES & HALDANE SALE
DOUBLE TREADLE KITS FOR ASHFORD TRAVELLER OR TRADITIONAL
CALL FOR YOUR BEST PRICES ON ASHFORD PRODUCTS

Books, Fibers, Fancy Drop Spindles, Taklis, Woolcombs, Handcards,
Natural & Gaywool Dyes, Knitting Needles & Yarns, and more.
SCHACHT SPIN NOW KIT - includes Schacht’s Original Matchless Wheel
or SCHACHT’S NEW DOUBLE TREADLE WHEEL, 4 Bobbins, Lazy Kate,
Threading Hook, Oil Bettle, Carry Strap, Handturned Niddy Noddy, and
1 Ib. Coopworth Wool Roving (New High Speed Whorls Available Now!)

FREE SHIPPING in Cont. U.S. CALL FOR SALE PRICE!
« SCHACHT
Spinner’s Catalog $3.00 « Complete Catalog $5.00 DOUBLE TREADLE

EVERYTHING FOR THE SPINNER OR WEAVER!
PROMPT SERVICE * FRIENDLY KNOWLEDGEABLE ADVICE

We match advertised prices.
Call us for your best deal!

BOUNTIFUL

Lois & Bud Scarbrough
125-B Moraine Ave. P.O. Box 1727
Estes Park, CO. 80517
970 586-9332 - 7 Days a Week
VISA, MC, AMEX, DISCOVER, LAYAWAY
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Handspun

Gallery

A study in

whites

Handspun, Handwoven Nuggets
Pam Lipper
San Leandro, California

One of my major goals is to leave a fiber
trail for posterity indicating how we live
and what we wear in this century. It is a
delight to know that I am one of many
spinners who perpetuate a 9,000-year-old
tradition. Spinning is an important facet of
my life, of our culture, and of the whole of
civilization.

The number of fibers and techniques
available to me keeps me busy at my
wheels. Therefore, I do not produce huge
amounts of any one type of yarn, such as
white wool, giviut, silk with beads, or
complicated multi-plies, unless someone
requests it. Five thousand yards of even
your favorite can be boring! My approach
results in lots of gorgeous yarns, but not
enough yardage of one type to make an en-
tire piece. Also, before I can spin enough
for that full-length coat, the yarn is side-
tracked to become a smaller garment. So,
what do you do? Who says fabric has to be
all the same yarn assembled symmetrical-
ly? Break the rules and forge new territory.
That’s how both my award-winning yarns
and my white vest evolved.

My loom was waiting for me, threaded
to a straight draw at 15 ends per inch with
the handspun Merino warp remnants from
a commissioned prayer shawl. Because of a
miscalculation, the shawl was done and
warp remained. In a flash of insight, I de-
cided to use all the lovely nuggets of yarn
that had been lying around {some for years)
and create something new. Inspiration
came from my disappointment at the gar-
ments I had seen at recent craft shows, few
of which incorporated a variety of weave
structures and none of which employed
handspun yarn. Handspun warp is a plea-
sure to work with.

I knew I wouldn't like a plain weave or
to repeat the shawl’s combination of 2/2
and 3/1 twills. I thoroughly scrutinized my
recently acquired Davison book to plot my
course.! What a discovery! A straight draw
permits many twill variations. I happily
wove random bands of different treadlings
while rotating four weft yarns, two of
which had won awards when submitted to

! Davison, Marguerite. A Handweaver's Pattern
Book. Swarthmore, Pennsylvania: Marguerite P.
Davison, 1975.

the county fair as skeins. Keeping the warp
tension light, I barely beat the weft into
place.

The Merino weft was the same one I
used for warp, at about 3300 yards per
pound. The Bombyx silk with beads is my
“trademark” yarn and runs 2650 yards per
pound; it won first place at the county fair
and blue ribbons at the Northern Califor-
nia Angora Guild show. The Tunis-wool
seed-spun novelty yarn yields a relatively
hefty 350 yards per pound. The fourth
weft, another first-place winner of un-
known yardage, combined Merino, Bom-
byx, and silk noil.

My warp was 27 inches (68 cm) in the
reed, and I ended up with just enough fab-
ric to cut the front of the vest. It finished
at 25 inches (63 cm) wide by about 1%
yards (1.4 m). The pattern I used is Butter-
ick 6523, from the early 1980s.

I had begun knitting a fabric for the
back, but the look and feel were not con-
gruent with the woven cloth pieces. I spun
several hundred more fine yards of Merino,
tied on to the still-threaded thrums, and
wove more fabric.

Fulling the fabric brought a pleasant
surprise. The patterns developed subtlety,
and the cloth displayed a beautiful hand. I
cut the vest across the grain, to avoid visu-
ally shortening the waist-length garment
with horizontal bands. For lining, I dyed
china silk to match the creamy hue of the
Merino. For a final special touch, I embroi-
dered the seam to give it a softer, individ-
ual quality.

One of the great things about weaving
your own fabric is that you can make more
if necessary, as opposed to making another
trip to the fabric store. I have no qualms
about cutting my handwoven yardage, but
store-bought silk waits a long time for my
courage to rise.

All in all, my vest was great fun to cre-
ate and had the added bonus of winning an
award. I highly recommend that all weavers
go beyond their known boundaries and in-
vestigate the results of breaking the rules!

Silk Stockings and Teddy

Lynn DeRose Mason
Portland, Oregon

The stockings. Made for the handspun
lingerie show at Convergence 1990 in San
Jose, these silk stockings look absurd until
seen “on leg.” The yarn was spun worsted
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Pam Lipper’s vest evolved from remnants of warp and small amounts of yarn, many of
which had won awards—as did the completed vest, at the Alameda County Fair.
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Lynn DeRose Mason shapes her knitting through the
usual manipulation of stitch counts and patterns, but
also by using a wide range of needle sizes. The teddy
(above) and stockings (above and right) started as a silk
brick and were designed as they were knitted.
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from what was sold as silk bombyx top. I
think it had originally been a brick,
because the folds were still visible. It is
also more honey-colored than most bom-
byx and the fiber length was inconsistent. I
first broke the top into manageable lengths
approximately a yard long, then split each
of these sections lengthwise along the nat-
ural breaks. I attenuated each split before I
began to spin on my Amos 26-inch Swiss
Frame wheel. This silk preparation
contained globs of short bits that I was in
too much of a hurry to pull out while spin-
ning, making the resultant yarn more ir-
regular than I originally wanted. However,
these irregularities catch the light and are
pleasing to my eye in the end products
made from this yarn.

The stockings are a basic knee sock, uti-
lizing a Lace Ribbon pattern from Barbara
Walker’s A Second Treasury of Knitting
Patterns. Generally I'm pleased with them.
Unfortunately, because this pattern is
asymmetrical the calf decreases appear
somewhat untidy.

To minimize the number of decreases, I
also used different sizes of needles (and
therefore gauges) to help shape the calf,
ankle, and foot. For instance, I knitted the
upper portion of the foot on size 4 (3.5
mm) needles, and the sole on size 0 (2.25
mm). I used every needle size between 000

1.5 mm, for the tips of the toes) and 4 (3.5
mm, for the calves).?

The upper ribbings could use some elas-
tic woven through to help them stay up.
One stays up very well, the other does
not—the ribbing in the one that stays up
has a central portion that was worked on
needles several sizes smaller than the re-
mainder of the ribbing; on the one that
doesn’t, I didn't shift sizes so drastically.
This shows up clearly in the differing re-
silience of the ribbings after being worn
and washed several times. I've never added
the elastic because, while surprisingly
comfortable, I find I don’t wear these
stockings very frequently. Even in my
“Sunday best,” I dress casually. Instead,
the stockings have become part of my liv-
ing history costume—a frequently request-
ed aspect of spinning demonstrations in
my area. So I use narrow linen tapes as
garters when I wear them.

 Lynn’s sock-knitting techniques are described
in detail in “Socks for the Ages,” Spin-Off 19,
no. 3 {Fall1995), pages 63-65.

Lace Ribbon Pattern

| From Barbara Walker’s A Second Treasury of Knitting Patterns, page 284,
| contributed by Pauline Balbes, Hollywood, California.

| Multiple of 10, plus 5.

Row 1 (right side): K1, *ssk, yo, k5, k2tog, yo, k1, repeat from * across,
ending ssk, yo, k2.
Row 2: P1, *p2tog, yo, p2, yo, pl, p2tog, p3, repeat from * across, ending
" p2tog, yo, p2. ‘
Row 3: K1, *ssk, yo, k3, k2tog, k2, yo, k1, repeat from * across, ending ‘
ssk, yo, k2.
| Row 4: P1, *p2tog, yo, p2, yo, p3, p2tog, pl, repeat from * across, ending
p2tog, yo, p2.
| Row 5:K1, *ssk, yo, k2, ssk, k3, yo, k1, repeat from * across, ending ssk,
yo, k2. ‘
| Row 6: P1, "p2tog, yo, p2, yo, p3, p2tog b, pl, repeat from * across, ending
‘ p2tog, yo, p2. \
| Row 7:K1, *ssk, yo, k2, yo, ssk, k4, repeat from * across, ending ssk, yo, |
k2.
Row 8: P1, *p2tog, yo, p4, p2tog b, pl, yo, pl, repeat from * across, ending
p2tog, yo, p2. \
Row 9: K1, *ssk, (yo, k2) twice, ssk, k2, repeat from * across, ending ssk,
yo, k2.
Row 10: P1, *p2tog, yo, p2, p2tog b, p3, yo, pl, repeat from * across, end-
ing p2tog, yo, p2.
Row 11: K1, *ssk, yo, k2, yo, k3, k2tog, k1, repeat from * across, ending
ssk, yo, k2.
Row 12: P1, *p2tog, yo, p2, p2tog, p3, yo, pl, repeat from * across, ending
p2tog, yo, p2.
i Repeat rows 1-12.

Lace Ribbon Pattern chart RIGHT SIDE __ WRONG SIDE
yo [9 yo
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The teddy. The teddy was made with the
same yarn as the stockings, for the same
show. I did not use a pattern, but designed
it in a combination of “on needles/on
body” requirements. I had searched a num-
ber of pattern books from the 1920s
through the 1980s for a swimsuit or teddy
pattern without finding anything suitable.
Finally, pressed for time, I cast on what I
thought would be enough stitches to go
around my hips and started knitting, mak-
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Butterfly Stitch
Pattern chart

RIGHT WRONG
SIDE

yo [ yo

SIDE

k2tog
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8
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4
2

L~ J % | B B ]

Butterfly Stitch

Although Lynn discovered
this stitch in Mon Tricot’s
900-stitch edition, we also
found it in our Mon Tricot
Knitting Dictionary: 1030
Stitches and Patterns
(Paris: Mon Tricot, 1963),
page 61.

Multiple of 10.

Rows 1 and 3: *K2tog, yo,
k1, yo, skp, k5,* repeat
from * to * across.

Rows 2 and 4: *P7,sl 1
purlwise, p2,* repeat
from * to * across.

Rows 5 and 11: K.

Rows 6 and 12: P.

Rows 7 and 9: *K5, k2tog,
yo, k1, yo, skp,* repeat
from * to * across.

Rows 8 and 10: *P2, sl 1
purlwise, p7," repeat
from * to * across.

Repeat rows 1-12.

For keys to
abbreviations and

| symbols, see page 115.

ing it up as I went along. I knew what I
wanted the teddy to look like, and I've
been knitting and designing long enough to
trust that I could do it. I worked the body
on 1.5 mm needles (most American size 2
needles are 1.75 mm). I worked the two
outer one-third portions of the waist rib-
bing on size 1 needles and the middle third
on size 0 (2.25 mm)}. I worked the waist
area in 3/2 ribbing and used the Butterfly
stitch from Mon Tricot 900 Stitches Knit-
ting Dictionary for the body.

The main body, armholes, and neck
shaping were fairly straightforward, and
the front and back straps were grafted to-
gether. But when I tried the garment on to
figure out how to work a lower closure, I
realized I'd made a mistake by not shaping
the cast-on edge as well. A human body is
not straight around at its bottom end, no
matter how flat the fanny and tummy,
which mine aren’t. Examining a pair of un-
derpants, I realized they utilized a shaping
similar to that of a child’s romper I
designed several years ago. Being guided by
the same principles, I picked up stitches
from the back cast-on edge, then decreased
and increased my way around to the front,
giving the teddy a more anatomically cor-
rect shape. I grafted the remaining stitches
onto the front cast-on stitches, so there are
no sewn seams and the fit is elastic and
comfortable. (On the backside, as a remin-
der of this lack of foresight, is a row of
twisted stitches, visible to none except
handspinning judges.)

To finish the teddy, I hand-sewed com-
mercial silk bobbin lace around all the
outer edges, encasing clear swimsuit elas-
tic. This keeps the edges from rolling and
ensures a gently snug fit.

Resources

Mon Tricot 900 Stitches Knitting Dictio-
nary. English translation and adaptation
by Margaret Hamilton-Hunt. Paris: Mon
Tricot, 1963.

Walker, Barbara G. A Second Treasury of
Knitting Patterns. New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1970.

Entrelac Vest
Aimée Ford Conner
Portland, Oregon

When 1 first began spinning, I went
through a phase where I wanted to sample
every available luxury fiber. I bought two

ounces of alpaca, four ounces of silk, sever-
al ounces of angora, and so forth, thinking
that because I was purchasing such small
quantities, I'd only have enough for sam-
pling. Ha! What did I know about quanti-
ties?

I did sample these fibers, and blended
them with wool, and blended them among
themselves, and I also added to my luxury-
fiber collection from time to time. As a re-
sult, after six years of spinning and
sampling I had a box full of leftover fibers
in differing quantities, ranging from one
ounce (angora) to four ounces (alpaca).
Most of them were white, because I usual-
ly prefer to do my own dyeing, and there
wasn’t enough of any of them to do some-
thing substantial.

I considered spinning them as separate
singles, plying them with themselves or
with a unifying base of Merino (which
would help preserve the fibers’ individual
qualities). But I finally decided just to card
several fibers together and see what hap-
pened. On my 4-inch (10-cm) Clemes and
Clemes drum carder, I prepared batts
which I split and re-carded, mixing batts to
create consistency. In all, I carded each
batt four or five times.

I spun a fairly fine semi-worsted yarn
on my Ashford Traditional wheel. The re-
sult was one of the softest yarns I've ever
handled! True, no one fiber dominates, but
the yarn has some of the sheen of silk, the
deep softness of alpaca, and the downy feel
of angora. A bit of Merino adds elasticity
and strength without taking away any of
the softness.

I love to learn new techniques, and the
time was the autumn of entrelac. I had
some leftover yarn made of Merino and an-
gora singles plied together, which I used
occasionally as an accent. It’s a subtle addi-
tion, but a fun one—other folks are always
pleased with themselves when they notice
the difference!

I won’t bother to describe entrelac tech-
nique here, since there are several good re-
sources which describe it in detail > How-
ever, I will offer one word of warning; if
you want to make a cardigan in entrelac,
plan carefully. At one point I was in tears,
when I realized that the neck decreases in

3 One description of entrelac technique can be
found in Montse Stanley, The Handknitter’s
Handbook (New York: Sterling [David and
Charles], 1986), pages 172-173.
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After using small quantities of luxury fibers for sampling, Aimée Ford Conner found
herself with small amounts of white—all different, not enough to use solo. Her base yarn
in this entrelac vest blends all her extras into one soft yarn. Leftover Merino/angora
provides the contrasting texture.
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Deborah Pulliam made this vest from “wool that’s no good,” the general opinion (in some quarters)
of the fleece grown by Hampshires. It makes, as you see, great knitting yarn. Deborah’s three-ply

yarn, about the same weight as a heavy worsted like Candide, worked up at 4V stitches to the inch
(2.5 cm).
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the front sections were going to be uneven
because I had knitted the initial triangles
(the ones just above the ribbing) in the
same direction on each side of the front
opening. If you want your neckline edges
to match, you want to begin from different
sides, with purl triangles on one piece and
knit triangles on the other. I remedied this
sweater’s problem by accepting my error
and tacking one side of the neckline down
1/2 inch {1.25 cm) before picking up for the
neck ribbing.

Overall, entrelac is a fun technique.
Shaping garments using this technique can
be an ambitious challenge for an
experienced knitter who's ready for an en-
joyable, interesting project!

Hampshire Vest
Deborah Pulliam
Castine, Maine

Two things seem to set me apart from
the majority of spinners, two things that
make other spinners peer at me in amagze-
ment: I admit in public that I love working
with raw fleece, and I love working with
the Down breeds of wool.

I can be tempted as easily as anyone by
nice, soft, clean roving. But somehow it’s
harder for me to sustain interest through-
out a project worked in mill-carded fleece
than in a project based on fiber I have
washed and prepared myself.

Since virtually all my handspun is used
for knitting rather than weaving, the long,
luster wools are not always appropriate for
my work. Corriedale is probably my all-
time favorite fleece, but I also love the
springy, crimpy feel of Southdown and Suf-
folk, knowing they can become the best
kinds of knitting yarns.

An old friend with a keen interest in
wool and animals, and who is a knitter but
not a spinner, told me she had begun work-
ing with a poet/shepherd who raises
Hampshires for breeding stock. After typ-
ing his poetry for publication, she began
working in the barns and fields. My men-
tion of the wool possibilities brought the
usual reaction.

“Qh, Steve says their wool is no good.”
When I met the shepherd, he was sur-
prised I even asked about the wool. “It’s no

good.”

At a sheepshearing class, I managed to
get a chunk of Hampshire wool, which I
spun up and sent off. Steve was startled,

but impressed. “And that’s really Hamp-
shire?”

You wouldn’t necessarily use it for baby
clothes, but it made a lovely, springy,
sweater yarn.

The big surprise was yet to come. I
went to visit again, and Susan took me
into a storage room to give me my birth-
day present, wrapped in an old bedspread.
She had worked shearing day in return for
two fleeces, not one.

Hampshires are among the largest of the
sheep breeds, and their fleeces are propor-
tionally sized. Over the past year, I had
painstakingly culled out my black hole of a
fleece-and-wool cupboard, and resolved
never to acquire so much again. Here I
was, with what appeared to be forty
pounds of fleece.

First things first. We took our fleeces
out into the driveway on a nice day and 1
skirted them ruthlessly. Since Steve thinks
“the wool is no good,” it never occurred to
him to keep it clean. My friend had chosen
her fleeces with cleanliness in mind (hav-
ing heard me on the subject of chaff and
vegetation), but there were still areas of
heavy contamination, as well as orange,
oil-based breeding crayon, which I simply
discarded. We were still faced with a
daunting mass, to say the least.

I washed up a sample, spun it three-ply,
and fell in love with it all over again.

Once home, however, I stored the bun-
dle in an unused room (the only place I can
be sure the cat won’t rummage around in
it). I realized the sheer size of the fleece
was holding me back from ever beginning.
I do all my scouring in the kitchen sink,
and knew that I could never get that much
fleece clean in my lifetime. And then it
would need to be carded.

Luckily, the following spring I began to
work in a small carding mill run by two
spinners, partly because I was fascinated
by the technology (we use an enormous
1920s Davis and Furber carder, that looks
like it was invented by Rube Goldberg) and
partly to get a chance to work with many
types and grades of wool.

I was pleasantly surprised by what we
produced. We do all the washing ourselves,
without harsh chemicals and with much
less carbonization than in commercial pro-
cessing, and everything air-dries in the loft
of the barn. The machinery’s many strip-
pers and workers produce a thoroughly
carded sliver without tearing up the fibers.

Handspun
Gallery
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The unwashed lock of Cormo shows this fleece’s lovely crimp and fineness; the washed
lock demonstrates its true color. Judy Fuller prepared the wool on Viking combs and spun
a soft, two-ply yarn that will keep a baby’s feet perfectly cozy. Judy received first place at
her county fair for her efforts.
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After about a week, I realized this was the
place for my Hampshire.

Knowing my fondness for natural-col-
ored wool, my friend had chosen two
fleeces with black spots, and it was inter-
esting to see how far the black fibers were
spread throughout the roving. It was thrill-
ing to see all that soft roving come off the
drum. I went home with seven pounds of
off-white roving, ready to spin.

One project I already had in mind was a
vest for a friend. As usual, I spun up a
three-ply sample which I carried in my
pocket for several days, showing it to
friends and planning a pattern. My original
idea was to dye the yarn with indigo, since
the black fibers would produce a nice,
heathery effect. When I mentioned this
idea to friends as I showed them the sam-
ple, they said, “Why are you going to dye
it? It’s such a nice color as it is.” Oh.

I showed it to the recipient. She gets to
admire all my samples, and had no idea
she was looking at her Christmas present.
Her reaction was the same. “Oh, don’t dye
it; it’s so pretty.” What do I know? And I
admit it really is a nice oatmeal color.

One of my favorite forms of knitting is
guernseys, both Dutch and English. I
thought the three-ply handspun would pro-
duce a nice stitch definition for the
knit/purl combinations. I decided to incor-
porate some guernsey motifs in a cardigan-
style vest, so I dug out my favorite books
and started messing with pencil and graph
paper.

I'm a devotee of Elizabeth Zimmer-
mann and, like her, I don’t like to purl.
Somehow the work seems to go faster and
faster if I knit around and around, although
I do knit back-and-forth above the arm-
holes.

I cast on and began working k1, p1 rib-
bing in the round, adding a panel at the
front for cutting the cardigan opening. This
panel consisted of five stitches, worked pl,
k3, pl.

Although I'm quick to remind new
knitters that knitting in the round requires
a swatch in the round, I couldn’t find a set
of sock needles in the right size, so I
worked a flat swatch and used that gauge.
Need I add that my in-the-round gauge
ended up being substantially different, and
I had to rip back after completing five
inches, to start from the ribbing again?
Ripping did give me a chance to improve
on the monogram I had knitted at the bot-

tom right side, so all was not lost.

This type of sweater is perfect for a
knitter who wants to work without a pat-
tern, but who has little experience in de-
signing. Based on gauge, you determine
how many stitches you’ll need and where
the increases and decreases go, then plot it
all on graph paper. Then you have a blank
“floor plan,” onto which you can place the
stitch combinations that suit your fancy.

I graphed out pattern stitches which I
liked that also fitted the number of stitch-
es I needed. The fronts don’t exactly match
the back, but are composed of the same
stitches in a different arrangement. I ended
up with a nice variety of wishbones, lad-
ders, lightning bolts, and baby cables that
follow the V-neck right up to the collar.

I grafted the shoulder stitches, machine-
stitched up the front cutting panel, took a
deep breath, and snipped the front opening.
I picked up stitches along the front edges
and around the collar and worked k1, pl
ribbing sideways, leaving buttonholes in
the appropriate places. I also picked up and
knitted the same ribbing around the arm-
holes.

I made the buttons from scraps of wal-
nut, cutting half-inch 1.25-cm) plugs with
an electric drill and splitting them to the
appropriate thickness. After sanding and
polishing and a little oil, I drilled holes in
them and sewed them on. These buttons
gave me a chance to try out a new toy (ex-
cuse me, tool) I had gotten at our hardware
store, a Dremel MiniMite (similar tools are
made by Sears and by Black and Decker).
It’s a small power tool, about the size of an
electric toothbrush, that can be fitted with
a sander, several types of grinders, drill
bits, wire brushes, polishers, and several
accessories I wouldn’t know how to use.
I'm looking forward to using it for finish-
ing my favorite deer-antler buttons, and
figuring out how I might use it for
spinning!

Handspun

Gallery

Resources

Homespun to Factory Made: Woolen Tex-
tiles in America, 1776-1876. North An-
dover, Massachusetts: Merrimack Val-
ley Textile Museum, 1977

Thompson, Gladys. Patterns for
Guernseys, Jerseys, and Arans. New
York: Dover, 1971

van der Klift-Tellegen, Henriette. Knitting

Continues on page 66
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BY THE DAY CREATIONS

ELAINE ALMQUIST
1887 UNION AVE.

Carded Weell ...

Carded wool (503) 756-7978

in 5 natural and Wool Combs & Covers » Ashford and Louét Dealer
Portable Looms  Foxfibre® (sliver, yams, & fabric
9 dyed COlOl'S. Hand card covers ® Spinning vgheel tote bags & apron)s
Exclusive supplier of the Mabe! Ross Lap Cloths for Spinning
Custom carding, Buy the equipment from me—get the cover free!
New Catalog $5.00 (Refundable with first purchase) ~ VISA MC

spinning and dyeing
available.

COTTON—WOOL—SILK
Kiton Acid Dyes—Washfast Acid Dyes

Send $2.30 for sample cards. e
Dealers inquiries invited. e

PROcion® Reactive Dyes ~ Sabrecron F Reactive Dyes
TEXTILE INKS & Pigments MARBLING COLORS
ALL SUPPLIES

106
CATA
WORKSHOPS—TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FRE®

We are the PROfessional source! gRG«

SPECIALISTS IN FABRIC COLORATION hemical @ Dye "

(508) 676-3838
FAX (508) 676-3980 PO Box |4 nc.

Orpers ONLY 1-800-2-BUY-DYE SoMerseT, MA 02726-0014

PO Box 4662, Dept. O
Philadelphia, PA 19127-0662
Spinning Wool Since 1880.

Access International

Distributors of HALDANE To find quality products for all your spinning needs,

please visit these fine dealers.

spinning wheels and : :
Wool by ZAK Ellison Shetland Touch of Twist

GayWOOI dyes , offering 48 North Rd. Sheep Farm Stephen Ableman
. Harwinton, CT 06791 Nancy Ellison Rd #5, 1286 Weast Rd.
handcrafted spindles and (203) 485-9906 R #2, PO Box 197 Schenectady, NY 12306
. Big Creek Fibers Hayfield, MN 55940 (518) 864-5885
Illddy IlOddYS, as PO Box 1131 (507) 477-3569 Camas Valley Fibers
well as exotic Ellijay, GA 30540 The Niddy Noddy 551 Wildcat Rd.

. 1-800-619-6731 205 Center St. Camas Valley, OR 97416
fibers and blends. Morning Sun Hannibal, MO 63401 (503) 445-2017
Mercantile (573) 221-0410 Ewe to You
1604 “S” Ave. Amazing Threads 305 Long Valley Rd.
Morning Sun, IA 52640 2010 Ulster Ave. Sutherlin, OR 97479
(319) 868-4272 Lake Katrina, NY 12449  (541) 459-5739
Misty Mountain Fiber  (914) 336-5322 Woolenworks, Inc.
Workshop Fiber Design Studio 119 S. Tennessee St.
814 Annapolis Rd. 19 Wisner Rd. McKinney, TX 75069
Gambrills, MD 21054 Warwick, NY 10900 (214) 562-YARN
(410) 923-3852 (914) 987-1670
1-800-257-2907 1-800-750-0710

The Orkney Spinning
Wheel—the ultimate
smooth, easy treadle.

Crafted with care in
Scotland from European
Beech. Based on
traditional styles from
the isles of Lewis

and Orkney.

Access International
8128 Planktown N. Road ¢ Shiloh, OH 44878
(419) 896-3531 or (800) 641-7746 * Fax (419) 896-3541
New Dealer Inquiries Welcomed
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TIMBERTOPS Spinning Wheels

Made by a Craftsman, and sure to please.

The ‘Leicester’ and
‘Sherwood’ are just two from
our selection of 12 models.

We have a wheel to suit you—
a beginner, expert or
somewhere in between!
All wheels can be built with
left- or right-side Flyer, with

The ‘Leicester’ . The ‘Sherwood’
A very compact 24" wheel of traditional styling. y our ChOlce Of Standard or A 31" wheel in Canadian Style. Elegant, silky
Rock steady, one of our most popular wheels. La rger Fly er and Bo b b ins. smooth and tireless. One of our three double-

treadle models.

Please send $2.00 cash for postage for our fully-illustrated color brochure with details of all 12 models to:
Anne and James Williamson

TIMBERTOPS SPINNING WHEELS, Wheel Lodge, 159 Main Street,
Asfordby, Melton Mowbray, Leicester LE14 3TS, U.K. Tele. 01664-812320

THANKS
Ohio Va||ey For Your Confidence

Natural Fibers We are now the ONLY
Complete Custom Processing Mill

In the U.S.

Along with producing lofty roving,

We can also process fibers into:

Onhio Valley Natural Fibers _
Kent & Ginny Ferguson Worsted Yarn Felting Batts

8541 Louderback Rd Woolen Yarn Pencil Roving
Sardinia OH 45171 Reduced Top Sliver
(513) 446-3045 Batting Top

Write or call for a free brochure We also carry animal products, books, fibers
Call to discuss the best for blending, and spinning supplies. We
Processing Method for your Fibers. specialize in fine and exotic fiber processing.
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Fine Fibers e Yarns

Fine Fibers ® Yarns ]ndigo ]*]()undTM
Viking Combse®

1w, SINCE 1987

Join The
Lambspun Bulky Club +Viking® Wool Combs—
Standard, Fine, Double Row
NOT BULKY YARNS — BULK SAVINGS! e Doukhobor® Combs
Six mail order sample sheets sent bimonthly *Great Wheels
To join send $7 to Lambspun * Warp Weighted Looms
1101 E. Lincoln Ave., Fort Collins, CO 80524 *English Wool Combs

VISA/MC 1-800-558-5262

2367 Bryansville Rd
NDIG Delta PA 17314
OURD 717 456 7645

& NEW ADDRESS NEW ADDRESS NEW ADDRESS ™

Cashmere ¢ Silk  Alpaca  Merino ¢ Yak ¢ Angora ¢ Mohair ¢ Cashmere * Silk
NIIS o DIOWYSED o IO o BIOBUY o SEA o OULIBIN « BIE|Y « Y|IS o BiBWIYSED

Come To Where We Make The Yarns!

Meadows Wool Wash

Meadows Wool Wash is a highly concentrated,
Herbally Infused Fiber Shampoo, cleansing and
moisture balancing your fibers while leaving the
essence of Nature’s Moth & Insect Repelling Oils on
each and every precious fiber. Used on fleece,
yarns, finished products, or your finest lingeries,
Meadows Wool Wash is guaranteed to please you!

Spinning Dyeing

Weaving

WOOLEN TREASURES
The Spinning Shop For All Your Needs
Will Mail Order Any Shop Item Anywhere

FIBERS: Australian Merino/Border Leicester in
scrumptious natural colors. Raw fleeces and carded,
ready-to-spin in the great can coiled preparation.
Cotton: both sliver and ginned. White and natural
brown. Silk: Bombyx, brick and sliver. Tussah, brick
and sliver. Bells, cocoons, and Mawattes. Camel
down, Ramie, Flax, Mohair, and Angora.

ALSO AVAILABLE:

Meadows Fibermaster™
Dissolves toughest GREASE, WAX, even
balipoint ink from your wool, mohair, and all
other fibers & fabrics without damage to even

the finest fibers. Distributed DYES: LANASET in all colors, PH paper, Galuber’s
Non Toxic - Non Caustic - Earth Safe - People Safe in the USA salt and the beautiful natural concentrates from
Cruelty Free - The STRONGEST & SAFEST product & Canada b CARACOL.
available in the marketplace today! B 4 TOOLS: Squirrel Cage Swifts,
Louét Sales Umbrella Swifts, Yarn Blockers.
PO. Box 267 WHEELS: DEALER FOR
All Meadows Products are fully guaranteed—contact Ogdensburg, NY 13669 SCHACHT AND ASHFORD
your LOUET Dealer—try some today! re, WHEELS.
613-925-4502 LESSONS: Spinning and weaving.
Regular Meadows Wool Wash available in Workshops on felting and dyeing
French Lavender, Patchouli, Pennyroyal & Cedar. ’
Available in 4-0z, 16-0z, & 1-gal. sizes. Mfg. By Catalog $2.00
Mead | h, Inc. %
For You.. .. R 2776 Silk Road,
For Your Finest Fibers . . . 612-389-5053 P.O. Box 835
For Our Earth . .. Cruelty Free Squirrel Cage Swift Windsor, CA 95492
or Spinner’s Delight (707) 838-4058
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THE

Fiberfest

MAGAZINE

™

Su bscriptions

$20 per year USA, four issues
$30 Canada, $42 Int'| (US funds)

Natural uses for natural fibers—
sources and services, animal hus-
bandry, spinning, weaving, dyeing,
felting, locker hooking, crafts, plant
fibers, wool sheep, fiber goats,
Angora rabbits, llamas, alpacas.

PO Box 112, Dept.A » Hastings, Mi 49058
Ph. (616) 765-3047 » FAX (616) 765-3538

Shadeyside Farm offers
first-quality fibers to fiber artists
¢Silk Cocoons
¢Silk and Silk Blend Tops
*Mawata Caps and Bells
*Exotic Fiber Tops
*Silk Batting
eJean Case’s Silk Portfolio

SASE for current price list

SHADEYSIDE FARM
P.O. Box 48
Chenango Bridge, NY 13745
(607) 656-4737

Silk “Paper”

create a si

Discover an alluring new technique to g Q
fabric without having to first spin or weave the % S
silk fibers. Instructions $1.00 or free with purchase.
Colour Card: Twelve Colour Harmonies: US $5.00

(specify Merino tops, Tussah Silk tops, OR Kid Mohair tops)
Colour Card: Coordinating Solids (Merino & Silk only): $5.00

Designer/Owner: USA Representative: European Representative:
Nancy Ballesteros Connie Mosher Sue Harris
6 Benwee Road, Floreat, 6014 203 E. Burgess The Mill, Tregoyd Mill

Three Cocks, Brecon, Powys, LD3
OSW UK. Tel: 01497-847421

Mt. Vernon, OH 43050 USA
Tel: (614) 393-3461

Western Australia
Tel: (09) 387-3007

J@dySaw

Wonderful ready-dyed,
ready-combed, and
ready-to-spin US wool top.

Over 50 Colors & Blends!

Authorized Dealers

Snake River Fiberworks
1372 West 81 Noxth, Idaho Falls 1D 83402
1-208-525-8089

Foothills Fiberworks
2235 Cheslerfield Dive, Maryvile N 37803
1-423-681-5000
The Little House
1927 N. Main Street, Clyde OH 43410
1-800-554-7973
Weavers' Faney
1513 Soffisburg 1465 Riverview Road

Aurorq, IL 60505 Amboy, IL 61310
\ 1-708-851-8660 1-815-857-2490

ReadySpis™ is mede from a blend of the finest US wool.
For spinsing samples & color card sead $1 or call Bullen's Wllens.

1-800-565-7290

MasterCard Dealer inquiries

VISA bu II en’s welcome!
e ——

5711 County Rood #13
Phone 614-695.5554 WUI CANS )| oy oot
94HR Fox 614-625-5566 €-Maik: WellyBuly@scrknox.com

THE BLACK SHEEP GATHERING

June 21-23, 1996
Lane County Fairgrounds
Eugene, Oregon

* Wool & Mohair Show & Sale
Beautiful Handspinning Fleeces
e Workshops for Fiber Artists
Fiber Arts Competition-Have you entered?
¢ Talks & Demonstrations—
including a Sheep to Shawl Demonstration
® Show & Sale of Natural Colored & White
Sheep and Natural Colored & White Angora Goats

Information available from:

The Black Sheep Gathering
P.O. Box 1002, Drain, OR 97435
(541) 836-7048
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—Continued from page 61

from the Netherlands. Asheville, North
Carolina: Lark Books, 1985.

Wright, Mary. Cornish Guernseys and
Knit-frocks. Cornwall, England: Alison
Hodge, 1979.

Baby Booties
Judy Fuller
Cave Junction, Oregon

On a Cormo fleece which I purchased,
there were two small areas marked with
red and blue dye which I hated to see go to
waste. Because I didn’t know if the color
would come out completely or perhaps
bleed, I scoured and spun these locks sepa-
rately from the bulk of the fleece.

I lashed the tinted locks onto my Viking
combs, alternating rows of pale red and
pale blue wool, combed, and drew off with
a seashell diz. I Z-spun singles and S-plied
to end up with a two-ply fingering-weight
yarn. I ended up with almost two ounces
(57 g) of yarn to use for stitch gauges and
sample swatches which would relate to the
rest of the fleece, with enough left to make
the booties. I knitted the booties on size 1
(2.5 mm) needles from a pattern in Bernat
Handicrafter #57 *

Even after scouring the wool, washing
the yarn, then washing the booties, the
yarn seems to have a slight pink cast.
Nonetheless, this wool found its use!

Baby Booties

Pattern Stitch

Multiple of 14 sts plus 9.

Rows 1 and 3: Knit.

Row 2 and all even rows: Purl.

Row 5. K2, *k2tog, yo, k1 st under thread
lying between right and left hand nee-
dles, yo, sl 1, k2tog, psso, k9,* repeat
from * to *, ending k2 instead of k9.

Rows 7 and 9: Knit.

Row 11. K9, repeat sequence between *
and * of row 5 across row.

Row 12: Purl.

Repeat rows 1-12 for pattern stitch.

Gauge: 9-10 sts and 14-15 rows per inch
(2.5 cm).

*Bernat Handicrafter #57 Uxbridge, Massachu-
setts: Emile Bernat and Sons Co., 1957 Permis-
sion to reprint pattern granted by Spinrite Yarns,
Listowel, Ontario, Canada. Thanks to Spinrite
for their generosity in sharing the pattern,
which we present in a slightly modified format.

Yarn and equipment: Fingering-weight
yarn (approximately 16 wraps/inch [2.5
cm)]), less than 2 ounces (57 g). Knitting
needles in size 1 (2.5 mm), or size needed
to obtain correct gauge; yarn needle; 2
stitch holders, or scrap yarn.

Size: Directions are for size 6 months.
Changes for size 1 year are in parentheses.
Leg: Cast on 46 (48] sts. Work k1, p1 rib-
bing for 8 rows. P1 row, inc 5 (3) sts evenly
(51 sts). Work even in pattern st for 34
rows, ending with row 10. Beading: *K1,
yo, k2tog,* repeat from * to * across row.
P 1 row.

Instep: K17 and sl these sts onto a holder
(section 1); work next 17 sts in seed st (sec-
tion 2, instep); sl remaining 17 sts onto a
holder (section 3). Work even in seed st on
17 sts of instep for 1¥2 (2) inches [3.75 (5)
cm)}, ending with a p row. Sl sts onto a
holder.

Foot: With right side facing you, sl 17 sts
of section 1 from holder onto needle, join
yarn and pick up 14 18] sts along edge of
instep piece, work in seed st across 17 in-
step sts {section 2), pick up 14 18} sts on
other side of instep, k remaining 17 sts
(section 3) from holder. Work even in seed
st on 79 (87} sts for 1 1Y4) inches [2.5 (3)
cm)] (note: to match our previous seed st
sequence, we needed to start this row with
pl). On next row, work 39 (43} sts, place
marker, work 1 st, place marker, work last
39 (43) sts.

Shape toe and heel: Keep decs in
established seed st pattern. Row 1. Dec 1
st, work in seed st to 4 sts before first
marker, work 2tog twice, work 1 st, work
2tog twice, work in seed st to last 2 sts,
work 2tog. Rows 2 and 4: Work even in
seed st. Row 3: Work in seed st, dec 1 st
each end of needle. Row 5: Repeat row 1
Bind off remaining 65 (73) sts.

Finishing: Sew seam and block. Run ribbon
through beading.

The Ups and Downs of
Spinning a Dream Sweater
Anna K. Hultquist

East Greenwich, Rhode Island

I carried all six skeins of handspun lamb-
swool up from the basement. I finally had
enough yarn to knit a sweater. Having been
a knitter for thirty years, and a spinner for
considerably less, I was anxious to get knit-
ting! With pattern and needles in hand, I
began. The gauge checked out, so off I went.
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A vision in the mind’s eye doesn’t always translate immediately into reality. Anna
Hultquist mustered her courage and ripped out the sweater she first knitted from this
yarn. Thoughtful problem-solving, some complementary spinning, a new design concept,
and more knitting led to this successful cardigan.
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Handspun

Gallery

The back of my cardigan worked up quick-
ly. The fronts showed similar promise of
ease. However, as I progressed toward the
armhole I began to suspect something was
wrong. In disbelief, I noticed that this yarn
and this pattern were not meant for each
other! What a nightmare! My first
handspun sweater a flop!

My husband calls me persistent (that’s a
nice way to say I'm stubborn). Following
my nature, [ finished the fronts anyway,
and with equal intensity completed the
sleeves. I was done! Or was I? I carefully
laid the pieces of my sweater out on the
bed. Circling the results like a prowling
lion, I sized up the situation. The sweater
looked drab and lifeless—not at all like the
stunning product I thought I was spinning.
With great sadness I realized the truth—I
had to take it out.

Somewhat discouraged, I lovingly took
apart my first handspun sweater and balled
up the yarn. It would be weeks before I had
the desire or courage to figure out where I
went wrong.

On a brisk October afternoon I settled
down with the yarn in my lap. With more
objectivity, I was able to see that the yarn I
had spun was too thin, limp, and plain for
my liking. As seasoned spinners know, I
needed to highlight the good points, and
hide the problems. I was learning!

I decided to ply a third strand onto the
two-ply I had already spun. I also decided
to make two different, coordinating yarns
by using two different singles as the third
ply. One was an angora/lambswool blend,
spun to about half the size of the existing
yarn (I called this yarn A). The other was a
pure angora singles (I called this yarn B).

I now had two distinct yarns that could
be combined to add texture and interest to
a sweater design. Because yarn B was fluffi-
er than yarn A, I could use it to add both
width and additional softness. I was ready
to begin knitting again!

For inspiration, I chose a Bernat design;
however, the gauge for my yarn was differ-
ent from that listed in the pattern. I also
decided to knit this sweater in the round.
Therefore, I had to change all the calcula-
tions.

I worked a simple k1, pl ribbing in yarn
A to conserve bulk. As I began the body of
the sweater, I decided to continue with
yarn A for a while; T also worked the front
ribbings as I knitted the sweater.

In the first two inches (5 cm) of the body

I incorporated some eyelet lace, in a man-
ner similar to that suggested by the pattern
but different from it in number and spac-
ing. I used a purl ridge to divide this area
from the next. I worked the second section
with yarn B. To highlight this yarn’s fluffi-
ness, I worked bobbles at the bottom and
top of the section, and I ended the section
with a ridge. I alternated these two sec-
tions, with their different yarns and pat-
terns, until I reached the shoulder area.

To give softness around the neckline, I
used yarn B for the entire shoulder area. I
worked bobbles and eyelets wherever I
thought they would carry the design. The
body was complete, and—finally—I liked
it! So I worked the sleeves in the same se-
quence of patterns and yarns. I sewed the
shoulder seams, and inserted the sleeves.
For the neck edge, I picked up stitches and
added a k1, pl turned-over ribbed edge that
blended with the front edging.

I hunted for the right buttons. The love-
ly ones I chose resembled the ivory but-
tons our grandmothers used on their own
hand-knitted sweaters. They looked great!
I was thrilled with the finished product.

From my discarded balls of two-ply
lambswool arose a Victorian-style cardigan
that highlights both the design and the
yarns. I learned that every ounce of hand-
spun yarn is precious and usable. So what-
ever yarns you have spun that may not
have met your approval, take heart! With a
little reworking, they can change into the
very yarn you dreamed of.

© 1992 ANNA K. HULTQUIST

White-on-white Coverlet
Jean Hutchison, South Milwaukee and
Washington Island, Wisconsin

Sometimes things come together nicely;
the making of this coverlet is an example. I
am a weaver and just recently started spin-
ning. I have made many coverlets, but not
one for my husband and me to sleep under.
He asked me one day why I hadn’t woven
him a coverlet. That was the start of this
project.

I had just got my first weaving software,
and I looked at this coverlet as the perfect
opportunity to design my own overshot
pattern—something I'd always wanted to
do. And I was far enough along in my spin-
ning ability that I thought I could consis-
tently spin the pattern weft.

I had a vision of the coverlet: it would
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be a subtle, textured, white-on-white fabric
to complement the patterned wallpaper
and rug and our ornate Victorian bed. It
would be finished with a fringe or lace, to
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soften its appearance.
To me, planning is the most important ummmu,mmmumm DR 1, CONCOKONIT T ¢
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and enjoyable aspect of weaving. I spent 9
days in front of the computer, trying I"|'|‘|m|'|.|”ﬂ'lllwfﬁ“ﬂ] l...l”*l"] 3 2
designs. Subtle circles kept recurring; 1 g g ity 3
finally decided on one design. In the mean- wl",,,"l.,,"',.,l"al"... llh! ® 3
. oo g T
time, I spun samples. I had purchased 2
some lovely Targhee top from Woodland I mmumumm I ||“n i m*uﬂumm i g 8
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i 1994 spent ot o e praceicing and 0 0101 g" H 20 St & :
experimenting. I tried a short forward draw "yl LI o 6
and got a satisfactory yarn. I tried a long = —
draw, but had trouble getting a consistent the warping painless and I enjoy threading, 7
yarn. A friend suggested that I try spinning so those were happy days. As I started - &
from the fold, and after I got used to it, I weaving, my schedule went something 6
was pleased with the yarn I got. like this. I wove in the morning while I 6 ¢
Then I threaded a short sample warp to was fresh, and spent the afternoon and 6
my pattern and began to weave with my evening spinning yarn to weave the next ¢ 3
two handspun yarns. The sample told me morning. What a nice routine. I spun a sin- 6
two things. First, I liked the yarn spun gles that I estimated was about 1800 yards . 7
with the long draw much better than the per pound. I steamed the yarn to tame the z
yarn spun with the short forward draw; it twist and then washed it and hung it on 6 % %
was softer and less harsh-looking. Second, the line, to dry by the following morning. 6 T3
my overshot floats were too long. Con- Having woven the two panels for the cov- 5 £
cerned that the long floats would not wear erlet, I had a small amount of warp left on 3 g
well, I went back to the computer for a the loom and I wove that with some of my 2
pattern with shorter floats. I spent more very first handspun wool. This piece 8 3
time designing patterns and then wove an- became two decorative pillows for the bed. 3
other small sample, which looked good to Somewhere along here, I started think- 3 2
me. I felt confident going ahead with the ing about how to finish the coverlet. I 9
coverlet. Above is the profile draft of the found a picture of an antique bedspread 6
design I finally chose. with a knitted lace edging that I thought
It was time to warp the loom and start was very pretty. I dabble at knitting, but I ¢
weaving for real. My sectional beam made thought I could come up with a similar 7 ’ -
6
S Gl T Jean Hutchison’s completed 6 1
5 ) 4 5 4 a4 A . profile draft for her coverlet " 6
1z 3 2 12,2 above) and her weaving draft 6
1 i 11 1 (below and right). 6
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pattern. And I thought, wouldn't it be nice
to spin the cotton for that lace? I
purchased a natural Pima cotton roving
from Woodland Woolworks and began
making samples. I spun the cotton with a
long draw, putting in as much twist as I
could. This was very slow.

Now my mother, Irene Kajfosz, enters
the picture. She and my dad live in
Arkansas. We talk on the phone a lot, and
during one of these conversations I was
telling her about my coverlet project and
how it was taking me forever to spin the
cotton and then knit the lace. My dear
mother volunteered to take over the knit-
ting! I was elated, and sent her the instruc-
tions and a ball of yarn. I have a picture of
her in my mind, sitting in her rocking
chair, knitting and keeping cool in her air-
conditioned house during the hot summer.
And it took her most of the summer and
into the fall to knit that lace.

Our routine became one where I would
send her more cotton each time I had spun
enough to make a decent-sized ball. It was
hard keeping up with her; she called a few
times to ask when she could expect the
next ball. The finished lace strip was 8
yards (7.3 m) long and offers a testimony to
the progress I made in spinning cotton. At
its beginning, the yarn is thick and lumpy.
As I continued to spin, it got smoother and
finer, until I had to three-ply the yarn for
the last section to make it the same thick-
ness as the two-ply from the beginning. I
figure that I had spun two pounds {900 g) of
cotton by the end of the project, although
some of it was used for other projects.

It was a very happy day when I received
the lace edging in the mail. My mother
was concerned about its appearance, but I
thought it was beautiful. The natural cot-
ton color was darker than the natural
white wool of the body of the coverlet, so I
used household bleach on the cotton to
make it match.

My mother first saw the finished cover-
let when she visited me at the Spin-Off
Autumn Retreat (SOAR} in Missouri. I put
it on my bed so that when she walked into
the room she would be surprised by it. And
she was surprised and pleased.

So now my husband and I sleep under a
handspun, handwoven coverlet. It is amaz-
ingly versatile—it keeps us warm in win-
ter and is still comfortable in summer. As T
said, some things in life come together
nicely. T have happy memories of making

this coverlet.

Draft and weaving information
Finished size: 86 x 110 inches (218 x 280
cm), including a 5-inch (12.5-cm) lace edg-
ing on three sides.

Warp: Commercial 10/2 perle cotton at
4000 yards/pound, natural.

Weft: For pattern weft, handspun Targhee
singles, spun Z at 1800 yards/ pound and
36 wraps per inch (2.5 cm). For tabby
binder, same as warp.

Sett: 24 ends per inch (2.5 cm).

Warp length: 82 yards (7 7 m), which in-
cludes 27 inches (68 cm) loom waste, take-
up, and shrinkage.

Width in reed: 44 inches 112 cm).

Total warp ends: 1058.

Weaving instructions: [ wove two panels,
each approximately 122 inches (3.1 m) long
plus 1%z inches (3.75 cm) of plain weave at
the top and bottom of each panel. The trea-
dling on the draft is an abbreviated method
for writing down how overshot is actually

Handspun

Gallery

Jean Hutchison turned
Targhee top into the pattern
weft for her white-on-white
overshot coverlet, which she
wove with a commercial cot-
ton warp and tabby weft. By
the time she began to think
“edging,” she determined
that she would also spin the
cotton yarn to make the lace.
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Handspun

Gallery

Irene Kajfosz, Jean’s mother,
came to her rescue and
offered to knit the lace. She
kept Jean busy spinning to
keep up with her.

woven. For instance, the first 3 in the trea-
dling represents the following six picks: 2-
3, 1-3, 2-3, 2-4, 2-3, 1-3. I followed the trea-
dling from top to bottom for the first panel
and from bottom to top for the second
panel. Each repeat measured approximate-
ly 82 inches {21.5 cm). I aimed for 21
picks per inch (2.5 cm) each of the wool
and cotton, measuring my picks per inch
constantly. I wanted the two panels to be
the same length and for the pattern in the
two panels to match at the center seam.
Finishing: I removed the panels from the
loom and cut them apart. Then I turned
the second panel 180 degrees and machine-
stitched a three- to four-thread-wide cen-
ter seam, easing so the pattern matched.
Using the 1Y inches (3.75 c¢m) of plain
weave at the top and bottom of the cover-
let, I hand-stitched a double 3/4-inch (19-
mm) hem. I fulled the coverlet in the
washing machine, using warm water and
Orvus paste, first letting the fabric soak for
twenty minutes, then agitating it ever so
slightly—one or two minutes on a gentle
cycle. I spun it out and rinsed it with
warm water. I lay the coverlet flat to dry
on my living room rug, patting it to
smooth down the center seam. I sewed the
knitted lace edging on by machine.

Coverlet lace

Yarn: Handspun Pima cotton, singles, spun
Z at about 50 wraps per inch (2.5 cm) and
then plied S. I wound the singles into a

center-pull ball, steamed it, and then plied

from the ball.

Needles: Size 2 (2.75-3 mm).

Size: 5 inches 12.5 cm) wide and 8 yards
(7.3 m) long.

Cast on 26 stitches.

Row 1 S11, k11, turn work 14 sts remain
unworked on left needle).

Row 2: P10, yo, k2.

Row 3: 811, k12, k2tog, yo, pl, k6, pl, yo,
k2tog, k2.

Row 4: 811, k1, p2, k1, p6, k1, pl2, yo, k3.

Row 5. Sl 1, k13, turn work 14 sts remain
on left needle).

Row 6: P10, yo, k4.

Row 7: 811, k4, p10, k2tog, yo, pl, k6, pl,
yo, k2tog, k2.

Row 8: 811, k1, p2, k1, p6, k1, p2, k10, yo,
k5.

Row 9: 811, k5, pl0, turn work 14 sts re-
main on left needle).

Row 10: K10, yo, k6.

Row 11. Bind off 6 sts. K1, p10, k2tog, yo,
pl, place next 3 sts on a holder and hold
them in front, k3, k the 3 sts from the
holder (this gives the cable), pl, yo,
k2tog, k2.

Row 12: 811, k1, p2, k1, p6, k1, p2, k10,
yo, k1

Repeat rows 1-12 for desired length.

Finishing: I washed the lace edging by

hand, using dishwashing detergent and

Clorox bleach. I let it soak until I was sat-

isfied with its whiteness, then rinsed it

and laid it flat to dry. <

FIBER TRAI

SONOMA COUNTY

Lady Peddler

Hastings Antiques
142 E. State St.

OURNEY WHEEL

Now in limited production

* portable

*foldsto 14x16x7"
box; only 16 Ibs.

* easy to thread flyer

*scotch tension and

double belt
+ 3 bobbins; distaff;

leather shoulder
strap

Send L.S.A.S.E. for our brochure to:
PO. Box 91, Occidental, CA 95465

We Thank You!

Hastings, MI 49058
AR et Spinning Wheels
EXCEPTIONAL FIBERS Looms * Supplies
Produced by our 20 members, Spring Retreat
WOOL ;ﬂ handsp I:nn:srs fsh Call for free Brochures
om many breeds of sheep,
ﬁne to long 61 6-948-9644 or
MOHAIR, ALPACA, LLAMA, ANGORA 300.'943-6689
Dyes, Supplies, Pelts & more. Mail Orders

Mastercard & Visa
Welcome

*madeof cherry and
rock maple

Jonathan ‘Bosworth & Sons

29 Main Street, Acton MA o1720
508 2064-0584 FAX 508 263-2366
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LENDRUM

lendrum@fox.nstn.ca
http://fox.nstn.ca/~lendrum

G. Lendrum

RR 4, Odessa, ON
Canada KOH 2HO
(613) 386-7151

COME AND SEE US AT CONVERGENCE BOOTH 408

If you only have enough space or budget for
one wheel then this is the one for you.

It offers three outstanding features: versatility, portability, and

most important, it simply works well.

There are a variety of heads available for any style of spinning.
You can start with a basic wheel and add other tools as you

explore other fibers and styles.

\X’hen you are finished spinning, this wheel folds quickly and
easily to store in the closet or the back of your car

A spinning wheel should help you to spin. That is why we
have, for twenty years, been improving and updating this

design to give you the best tool that we can.

Fiber Hut

2316 Crestwood Rd SE
Calgary AB T2C 0C6
(403) 279-2658
1-800-816-7764

Pam’s Woolies

5107 50th ST

Stoney Plain AB T7Z1TS
(403)963-1559

Homespun Haven
RR 4 C5 Knob Hill S
Armstrong BC VOE 1B0
(604) 546-3224

Gemini Fibers

RR1

Mount Albert ON LOG 1M0
{905) 473-1033

Yarn Source

RR1

Inverary ON KOH1X0
(613)353-2001

Fiber Factory
150 West Main
Mesa AZ 85201
(602) 969-4346

Where to find one?
We sell these wheels through spinning shops throughout Canada and the USA.
You can contact any one of the dealers listed below or check with us to see if
there is someone closer to you. There is also a complete dealer list on the internet.

Southwest Corner
114 Tombstone Canyon
Bisbee AZ 85603
{520)432-3603

Kathryn Alexander
1250 Addison St.

Studio 211A

Berkeley CA 94702
(510) 883-0934

Bountiful

125B Moraine Ave.
Box 1727

Estes Park CO 80517
(970) 586-9332

Just Dyelightful
Handwovens

2629 X/ Colorado Ave
Colorado Springs CO 80904
{719) 636-0059

Davidson’s Old
Mill Yarns

109 Elizabeth St

Eaton Rapids MI 48827
(517) 663-2711

Maplerow Stock Farm
1059 Cline Rd

Sherwood M1 49089
(517)741-7434

A Touch of Twist
RD#5 Weast Rd
Schenectady NY 12306
{518)864-5885

The Wool Room
Joe’s Hill Road
Brewster NY 10509
(914) 279-7627

Sheep and Wool Shop
4977 Ridge Chapel

Marion NY 14505

(315) 926-5765

Woodland Woolworks
262 S Maple Street

Yamhill, OR 97148

(503) 662-3641
800-547-3725

Mannings

1132 Greenridge Rd
East Berlin PA 17316
(717) 624-2223
800-233-7166

Heindselman's
176 West Center Street
Provo UT 84601

(801) 373-5193

Carolina Homespun
Box 390H, Rt2

Eastridge Rd

Ridgeway VA 24148
(540) 957-1174

Serendipity Farm
Rt 1 Box 25ccc
Prospect VA 23901
{804)574-2036

Weaving Works
4717 Brooklyn Ave NE
Seattle WA 98105
(206) 524-1221

Susan’s Fiber Shop
N250 Hwy A

Columbus WI 53925
(414) 623-4237
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A Super-soft Baby Sweater

SNOWBERRY FINNSHEEP

by Linda Wellenkamp

Y HUSBAND and I started raising
M sheep seven years ago. In the be-

ginning we couldn’t decide which
breed to get, so we obtained Suffolk,
Dorsets, and Romneys, along with some
Finnsheep.

The first year, I attended a spinning
course and then taught my husband to
spin. When our flock of ten were about
four months old, not knowing any better,
we had four of them sheared so we would
have our own wool supply. What we soon
learned was that it is very difficult, espe-
cially for beginners, to spin wool with a
1-1Y2-inch {2.5-3.75-cm) staple length. But

Linda Wellenkamp and Ashely Nicole Suk (who’s modeling the baby outfit,
and has grown a lot since this picture was taken) compare notes on Finn
wool with Snowberry Finnsheep, wearing white, and Nosy Blackberry
Finnsheep, in black with white accents. Snowberry provided the wool for the
sweater. The hood, shown detached opposite, buttons onto the neckline.

with much practice, we succeeded. Every-
one got homespun woolen hats for Christ-
mas that year.

Along with learning how to spin and
ply, we discovered the different properties
of our varied wool breeds. We found Dorset
and Suffolk wool to be rather spongy in
texture, but it spun easily and was strong
and durable. Our Romneys gave us long,
lustrous wool that spun easily; we were de-
lighted with the sparkling results when it
was dyed. It knitted up into wonderful
sweaters!

Our white Finnsheep, Huckleberry and
Snowberry, were saved until last, being
sheared when they were a year old. The
grease wool was much softer than that of
the other breeds, with a 4-6-inch (10-15-
cm) staple. When it was washed, the fiber
was pure white and super-soft. It turned
out to be our all-time favorite: it spun like
a dream and produced the softest wool
yarn we ever felt. This wool would only be
used for very special things, such as baby
clothes and blankets. It was absolutely
beautiful, without a bit of scratchiness,
perfect for babies. We decided Snowberry
Finn’s wool would be used for our next
project.

Preparations

With Finn wool, we found it was best to
hand-tease the fleece before washing. This
wool, with its fine texture, attracts
vegetable matter, so this step is necessary
to remove most of it. The rest comes out
during carding and spinning. We used a
shampoo for oily hair, dissolved in hot tap
water. We placed the wool on a screen net-
ting and left it to soak for half an hour,
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without any agitation or patting. Then we
gently lifted it out to drain slightly, placed
it in clear hot water of about the same
temperature, and soaked it again for half
an hour. Using the netting which it had
rested on during all these transitions, we
lifted it out of the water again and placed it
on drying screens. It took three days to dry
thoroughly.

We developed our washing method after
we matted our first batch while wringing
the washed wool in a towel. Finn wool will
felt easily if you don’t treat it gently during
the washing process. Because our wool did
not contain a lot of grease, it only required
one wash and one rinse. We washed just
over one pound of grease fleece to obtain
the 3/4 pound of two-ply yarn we used for
the sweater and bonnet.

The dried wool carded up without prob-
lem. We used hand cards at first, then we
bought a drum carder, which made our
work go faster. We spun on our Wee Peggy
wheel, with the Scotch tension. The
finished yarn was washed in hot water
with shampoo, rinsed, then hung out to
dry. We decided not to dye the wool when
we saw how white it was.

My husband left the rest to me, because
he was busy trying to figure out how to
warp our loom.

I wanted to make something that had a
chance of being completed in less than six
months, which left knitting (for me, at
least) out. Crochet always came easy, so a

baby’s sweater seemed the logical choice.
The sweater design, intended for the
year-old daughter of a friend, was adapted
from a pattern out of Quick and Easy Cro-
cheting. The back yoke and arms were cro-
cheted first, in single and half-double cro-
chet, then I added the back skirt in a lace
pattern. The right yoke and skirt came
next, then the left. I finished the garment
in about two weeks, while watching TV in
the evening. I had more than enough yarn
to make a matching bonnet, and to start
on a blanket. Huck and his daughter,
Starbaby, donated two pounds of wool to

K2

complete the blanket!

Linda and Charles Wellenkamp’s 59-acre,
eighteenth-century farm in Lebanon, New
Jersey, is home to a small, growing flock of
Dorset, Suffolk, Romney, and Finnsheep.
The animals are crossbred to develop pre-
mium wools for handspinners. The farm
has given them the opportunity to
enhance their scientific backgrounds—
Linda’s as a nurse, and Charles’ as a
chemist—with the skills of shepherding,
handspinning, and the study of weaving.

Resource

Quick and Easy Crocheting: Babies e
Toddlers. London: Marshall Cavendish
Ltd. (Golden Press), 1985. Out of print;
we attempted to obtain permission to
reprint the pattern. If you would like to
find a copy, we suggest your library or
an Interlibrary Loan request.

SICKINGER
“SPINNING WHEELS

~

WOOL PROCESSING
ROVING * BATTS *» BUMPS

100% WOOL/WASHED
1-4 LBS $2.751b

BLENDS » MOHAIR « ALPACA - LLAMA
1-4 LBS $4.251b

DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED FLEECES,
YARNS AND ROVINGS
RETAIL CATALOG AVAILABLE
WHOLESALE TO QUALIFIED BUSINESSES

5+ LBS $2.50 Ib

5+ LBS $4.00 Ib

173 MC KEE RD. HARVEST, AL 35749

1-800-542-3275

US & CANADA
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Autumn House Farm

Pennsylvania’s most complete spinning and fiber supply source.

Louét & Reeves # Ashford
Timbertops ¢ Haldane

Inox Needles  Buttons
Exotic Custom Designed Rovings Our Specialty

Enjoy your summer!

Call us for information on our fiber retreat weekends,
featuring tours of our Amish shops, vintage fabric
and textile shop, and great antiquing —plus custom
fiber experiences planned just for your group.

Enjoy our guest house anytime you're passing by
or have a class or workshop in our area.
‘We're just 10 miles from Smicksburg!

Bring this ad when you visit our farm
Jor a special goodie.
Quality mail-order service. Catalog $2.00

RD #1 Box 105, Rochester Mills, PA 15771
(412) 286-9596

“In the heart of western
Penndylvania Amish country.™

THE LARGEST COLLECTIVE
EXHIBITION OF NATURAL FIBER
PRODUCTS, COURSES, AND ANIMALS
IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA.

13TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION
Fiberfest 96!

Fiberfest 96 ® The Forum ® August 7-9, 1996

Internationally-known instructors will present workshops on over 70
fiber-related topics during the fifth annual event.

Fiberfest 96 ® The Festival ® August 10 &11, 1996
190 Sales Booths featuring raw fiber products, finished products, and

equipment. Fiber Producing Animals, Free Workshops for adults and
kids, Sales and Auctions.

RAIN OR SHINE

Kalamazoo County Fairgrounds, Kalamazoo, Michigan
Fiberfest

vou

3 For Further Information Call or Write:
Fiberfest '96, PO Box 46, Freeport, Ml 49325
Phone (616) 765-3533

_(E_ASHM_ERE!

We have a pandemonium of progeny—black, white, grey, and

brown. Sired by prize-winning bucks

LLC Cashmere
Lydia Ratcliff

reasonable prices.

CRR Cashmere
Tia & Peter Rosengarten
RFD 1, Chester, VT 05143 Box 37 Weston, VT 05161

(802) 875-3159 (802) 824-8190
— |

b

Misty Mountain Farm
ORDER LINE * 1-800-796-7746

Lustrous and soft fibers from our own Finnsheep,
Angora goats and bunnies, lustrous rovings and
colored tops in exotic and hard to find blends,
alpaca and llama tops, cashmere and cashgora,
silks and silk blends.

Spinning Equipment: Louét, Reeves, Ashford,
Timbertops, Lendrum, Majacraft Looms: Norwood,
Louét Carders: Louét, Clemes Supplies: Novi and
Turbo needles, natural dyestuffs, yarns, and books

20% off
Dyed Finn Fleece

Finn-Angora Felting Batts
Free Mail Order Catalog

10266 Stillhouse Rd., Delaplane, VA 22025
mistymtn@internext.com * (540) 364-1947
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Mary Spanos put as much care into the uniform preparation of the white fiber for this sweater as some spinners devote to
making a homogeneous tone from wildly divergent colors. Then she translated Norwegian color patterns into knit-and-pur!

combinations. Marilyn Murphy, Interweave’s events coordinator and one of the brave folks working on Interweave Knits,
was kind enough to model Mary’s sweater for us.




NORWEGIAN CARDIGAN

lusekofta, you'd probably make it

white-on-white,” said Noel Thurner at
the Spin-Off Autumn Retreat (SOAR) in
1993. Maybe it was my supply of white
and khaki clothes that led Noel, my room-
mate and new friend, to come up with this
great idea. Noel called a few months after
SOAR. She had found the perfect white
fleece for me while helping Jenif Chandler,
a sheep breeder in Georgia, with shearing.

First, I washed the fleece, separating
bunches of locks and putting them into
lingerie bags. Then I filled my washing ma-
chine with hot water (about 130°F), added
dishwashing liquid, and put the bags of
locks through two soapy baths. The several
rinse baths used water of the same temper-
ature. Between baths, I ran the machine
through its spin cycle and then removed
the bags of wool while the machine filled
with water.

After the wool was washed and dried, I
cut off the slightly yellowed tips, in the in-
terest of spinning a softer yarn with a more
even color. I weighed out 1/2-ounce (14-g)
bunches of locks in preparation for comb-
ing. Each time I finished combing four of
these bunches, I laid the slivers from the
combings next to each other, held them
together, and divided each set into four
equal-length portions. These new, blended
groups were lashed onto the combs and
given one more quick combing before 1
pulled off the final sliver. I hoped that the
combination and re-combing would even
out the color. The problem of blending
white for a solid color is a constant worry
to me and a source of laughter to my
friends.

a“ l F YOU WERE to make a Norwegian

by Mary Spanos

I weighed the balls of sliver to make up
1-ounce (28.5-g) bags of sliver. [ spun each
weighed amount into singles on a separate
bobbin, then made the three-ply yarn
Each of the finished skeins weighed about
three ounces (85.5 g, and I could tell how

much yarn was left while I was knitting by

just counting the skeins because all of the
skeins were about the same. Another rea-

son I weigh everything is that I like to play

with my scales.
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Knit-and-purl patterns show up better
when worked with a yarn which has a rela-
tively round cross-section, like the five-ply
yarns traditionally used in fishermen’s
ganseys. Because I thought it would be un-
bearable to make a yarn with more than
three plies I decided to over-twist while
plying to make my three-ply yarn as round
as possible.

For my first sample, I spun high-twist
singles so that the subsequent high-twist
plying would produce a balanced yarn.
This resulted in a very hard yarn that knit-
ted into a fabric that reminded me of card-
board.

The next sample was much more pleas-
ing. In the singles, I put in just enough
twist to keep the fibers from slipping past
each other. Then I added a lot of twist dur-
ing plying. This yarn, although not
balanced, provided good definition in the
knit-and-purl stitch patterns and did not
cause any skewing in the fabric.

My sweater design came from two
sources. I copied the shape and fit from an
old, favorite, cotton sweater purchased at
the Gap years ago. The stitch patterns and
general lusekofta design came from a
cardigan in Susanne Pagoldh’s Nordic Knit-
ting. I used size 2 (2.75-3 mm) needles and
knitted at a gauge of 7 stitches per inch
(2.5 cm). I had to make a few changes in

some of the stitch patterns. Small complex
patterns were more difficult to see when
worked in knit-and-purl instead of black
and white. For the same reason, I left out
some of the variations within the individ-
ual pattern bands.

The Norwegian wedding buttons came
from Norsk Fjord Fibers, and seemed ap-
propriate for a white sweater. Each button
shows a different part of the wedding, <

Mary Spanos is married to Michael, who is
a wonderful cook and a tolerant, forgiving
husband. They live in Alabaster,
Alabama, with one good cat, one bad cat,
and an ambivalent rabbit. She is an appli-
cations developer who works for BellSouth
Telecommunications and is surviving re-
engineering, downsizing, and transforma-
tion (the newest corporate buzzword). She
says that she gets all her best ideas from
her friends, and that being an
accomplished slob frees a lot of her
personal time for spinning and knitting.
We think she’s a compulsive neatnik who
has learned to channel her tendencies into
pursuits that produce tangible results.

Resource

Pagoldh, Susanne. Nordic Knitting. Love-
land, Colorado: Interweave Press, 1987,
page 47

Okay, how many details of Mary’s sweater can we show in a single photograph?
Let’s get the basic patterns: the dotted “lice” texture of the background and the
“color” geometrics. Then there’s the wonderful checkerboard ribbing on the bottom,
and the way the front bands join the body—can we get part of the transition between the
front bands and the neckline! Ah, and the Norwegian wedding buttons—
how many can we include! Don’t forget the yarn the sample of fiber.
The more you look at this sweater, the more you see.
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confessions of a

FIBER JUNKIE

by Jill Turner

KAY, OKAY SoIhave alot of

fiber. Lots of people like fiber. So I

have boxes, bags, and rooms full of
fiber—lots of people do. So I can’t resist
smelling, touching, feeling, spinning, ply-
ing, dyeing, weaving, and knitting the
stuff. So I can’t look at an animal or plant
without wondering how I could spin it.
Doesn’t everyone!?

I joined a group a couple of years ago.
Other people like me who enjoy fiber. We
started meeting once a month for two
hours; now we meet once a week for three
to four hours. We all came to the same
conclusion: we are hooked on all kinds of
fiber. All we could talk and think about is
fiber.

There’s no end to what you can do with
the stuff. There are so many kinds: angora,
llama, alpaca, silk, flax, ramie, mohair,
camel, wool.  Then there are different
kinds of wools or silks, and all the grades
of angora or llama.  Then there are the
exotics and the synthetics. The shades and
variations.

Can you see how obsession starts? You
begin to check out the neighbors’ cats and
dogs. You don’t want to be obvious, so you
just drive by slowly. If you need a closer
look, you can borrow a cup of sugar. You
know it’s bad when the neighbors watch
you out of the corners of their eyes and
call their pets over to put them in the back
room. For safekeeping? You offer to groom
their pets, weekly and for free.

We decided some of us were getting out
of hand. Not me, of course, but some of
the others. Really, I'm not the worst. But
maybe I need just a little help.

We tried a six-step program.

As the
wheel
turns. . . .

Step one: We admitted we have a problem.

Step two: We inventoried our present stash
of fibers.

Step three: We admitted we could have
slightly overbought on some kinds of
fiber.

Step four: We listed all the fibers we
haven’t spun yet or didn’t think could
be spun.

Step five: We considered the best uses for
our fibers and discussed projects.

Step six: We agreed to limit our fiber pur-
chases, and not to start a new project

until at least one uncompleted one was
finished.

After considerable reflection, we decid-
ed to add a seventh step: Forget the first six
steps! The one who dyes with the most
fiber wins!

Confessions, continued

It didn’t happen the way they said. I didn’t
go to the local animal shelter looking for a
spinnable dog.
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I had no intention of stopping there at
all. For some reason, the car turned into
the parking lot. As long as I was there, I
thought I'd see if they had a long-haired
kitten who needed a home.

It was love at first sight: those beautiful
brown eyes, that curly coat of white hair.
He took one look at me and thought, “a
way out of here.” I'm not sure what kind
of dog he is, but his hair feels like a cross
between an Angora rabbit and an Angora
goat. It also felts! He was one little eight-
pound, felted hairball.

It took two hours and two people to get
the mess off him, and he looked like a
lamb who’d met a novice shearer. I can’t
wait for his coat to grow out, but until
then I'll blend what’s usable with some
wool and spin it up.

Not that I got him to spin, mind you,
but I can’t let spinnable fiber go to waste. I
would be kicked out of my group if I didn’t
spin all available fibers. I didn’t pick him
because he was the only dog who looked
spinnable. But if you're going to keep an
animal around, doesn’t it make sense to

have one that serves more than one

purpose, or even one purpose! Companion-

ship and fiber, too: what more could a per-
son ask?

As you know, spinning dog hair alone
can be an experience in itself. Depending
on the dog, it can be great or awful. Most
dog hair, however, will do very well when
blended with at least 25 percent wool,
which adds elasticity to any unusual fiber
and helps the finished garment hold its
shape better.

Sheep and goats are considered
livestock on your income tax, and you can
write off all their expenses. I wonder what
the technical definition of livestock is... .

K2
L <

Jill Turner and her husband have an
antique shop in Hastings, Michigan,
which is a cover for the spinning/weaving
studio on the second floor. Her first busi-
ness was an herbal apothecary, and she

still enjoys playing in the garden and with

herbs.

SpinTech
The WoolRoom and Miller Hill Limited
present the new SpinTech electric spinner

| 3
AR, B E

A4 A4 = A4

We have successfully reinvented the wheel!
v NO MAINTENANCE / 4,000 RPM FLYER
v NO ADJUSTMENTS v SEALED BALL BEARINGS
v NO LUBRICATION v QUIET 150-WATT MOTOR
/ QUICK-CHANGE BOBBINS v FOOT SPEED CONTROL
v 8-OUNCE BOBBIN CAPACITY v 13 POUNDS COMPLETE
v IMMERSIBLE BOBBINS v VERY, VERY PORTABLE

The SpinTech with speed control, Lazy Kate,
4 bobbins and fitted carrying case is $750.

the WoolRoom
Joe's Hill Road, Brewster, New York 10509 e 914-279-7627

THE WOOL CO.

990 2nd St. S.E.
Bandon, OR 97411

(503) 347-3912

. ok
AP/\ YR ™ R
“Wools from start to finish”

We specialize in custom
handspun yarn, handmade hats,
blankets, sweaters, and rugs;
also competitively priced
domestic and exotic fibers.

Spinning wheels, Looms, Accessories
Books, Natural Fiber Yarns, Patterns
Fibers — Many colors, exotic, domestic
Dyes, Handmade Garments, Blankets

ASHFORD « LOUET
SCHACHT -« FRICKE » J-MADE
COUNTRY CRAFTSMAN

Mail orders » Visa, MC, Discover, Amex

A beautiful area for a stopover
I

Summer 1996

SPIN- OFF 83



Scarf Exchange,

AUSTRALIAN-
STYLE

by Dianne Tattersall

Right: Marj Allerton of New
South Wales made a light-
enhancing five-layer felt,
with a theme of Australian
wildflowers. Kerry Wright, of
Australian Capital Territory,
is the scarf’s recipient.
Below: Recipient Emily
Potters, of New South Wales,
provided white Border Leices-
ter. Hand-dyed and finely
spun, the fiber became a
Shetland-style scarf at the
hands of Beverley Francis, of
New Zealand. Beverley’s cat
inspired the design.

URING SEPTEMBER 1995, New-
D castle Spinners and Weavers Guild

(NSW) decided to hold a scarf ex-
change similar to the one held in 1994 by
Canberra Spinners and Weavers (ACT).
The idea originated with the Aurora
Colony Handspinners Guild in Oregon (see
Spin- Off, Winter 1991, pages 17-18). New-
castle’s scarf exchange was timed to coin-
cide with the annual Mattara Festival,
which derives its name from an aboriginal
word meaning “hand of friendship.” The
theme for our exchange became “hands
across the nations,” and the event’s inter-
national emphasis was ensured when its

coordinator, Myra Keay, took exchange
fibers to the New Zealand Woolcraft Festi-
val in May 1995.

Before the event was over, 642 entries
were received representing every state and
territory of Australia, both major islands of
New Zealand, and Norfolk Island. The
New Zealanders were very supportive and
contributed 25 percent of the entries. This
was very exciting for us, although it creat-
ed a few problems with Customs and agri-
cultural/quarantine checks in each of the
participating countries.

The Newcastle City Council supplied
us with a computer for keeping track of
everything, as well as with space for a
week-long exhibition in a beautiful, nine-
teenth-century Railway Workshop which
was so newly restored that it came
complete with “hard hat” areas. The coun-
cil also provided professional window
dressers who arranged the display of the
finished scarves.

One of our guild members, Jan Burns,
set up a program in Microsoft Access
which helped us keep records and also pro-
vided information about the individual
scarves to visitors at the exhibition.
Throughout the public display, guild mem-
bers offered demonstrations, answered
questions, and monitored the exhibit.

Canberra had adopted a “minimum
rules” approach, and this was continued by
Newecastle. We accepted 3.5-ounce (100-g)
packets of any natural fiber or mix of
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natural fibers, although where agricultural
inspections were involved this fiber had to
be clean—no grease and no vegetable
matter.

Because the exchange is anonymous
until its end, waiting to see how the crafter
has worked your fiber increases the enjoy-
ment. It’s fun to fantasize about the type of
scarf that will come back to you. Many
people received scarves that were quite a
surprise to them and said they would never
have thought of using the fiber in that
manner. (It should be noted that the quali-
ty of the scarf returned is very much a
function of the quality of the fiber
supplied.)

For the sponsoring guild members, it
was a treat to await and then see the
entrants’ fiber selections, to send fiber
bundles to waiting participants, and then
to enjoy all the results. Three people were
involved in each exchange, so that no sim-
ple two-way swaps occurred: a contri-
butor/recipient, a spinner, and a crafter.
This structure set up the possibility that
each participant would make contact, and
would collaborate, with two other people
whom he or she would not otherwise
know about.

No decisions on techniques could be
made until the fiber reached the crafter,
and then the fun began. So many marve-
lous differences in approach could be seen
in the finished items—everything from
felting to machine knitting, by way of bob-
bin lace, knitting, crochet, weaving, and
daisy wheel construction.

Some remarkably funny stories arrived
with the fiber. One, which I can more-or-
less remember, read, “this wool comes
from the dam ewe, called the dam ewe be-
cause the dam ewe headed for the dam
every shearing day”! Then there was the
woman who asked us to “please send me
something easy since I've only been spin-

ning for six weeks.” We complied, and
were stunned when she sent us a machine-
knitted scarf! We were told—and would
not have believed it otherwise—that
another scarf came from a crafter who had
been blind since the age of fifteen.

Fibers included wool, silk, cashmere,
flax, camel, mohair, angora, Samoyed, and
cotton, all alone and in blends. Some of the
completed scarves used only the supplied
fibers, while others included additional

There’s a ot of thought
behind this simple scarf.
Elaine Blake, of New
Zealand, spun the warp Z
and the weft S, then wove
basketweave with leno
borders. Elaine sett her warp
at 16 ends per inch (2.5 cm).
Diane Ward, of New South
Wales, is the scarf’s recipient.
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For information on the
1996 Scarf Exchange,
contact: Toowoomba
Spinners Weavers and
Dyers Group, PO Box

2138, Toowoomba,
Queensland 4350,
Australia. The phone
contact is Nan Hall,
who can be reached in

Australia at (076) 359
288 or internationally
at 0011 61 76 359 288.

yarns or fibers. When extra elements were
added, they might have been carded into
the supplied fibers, plied in, or added at the
loom.

The exhibition was not judged. The
scarves were simply displayed, and exhibi-
tion visitors were asked to vote for the
scarf they preferred. The crafter of the scarf
with the largest number of votes, Marj
Allerton, of Tamworth, a country town in
New South Wales, Australia, received a
small prize for her two absolutely transpar-
ent felted scarves featuring Australian
wildflower designs.

The exchange’s aim was to include peo-
ple at all stages of development in their
chosen craft, and it succeeded. I have en-
deavored to write of all the scarves rather
than a select few, but some scarves were
notable because of the sheer craftsmanship
involved.

One memorable scarf was woven in a
simple basketweave with leno bands at
each end. A great deal of thought preceded
its construction. The warp and weft were
both fine wool singles; however, the warp
was Z-twisted fairly firmly while the weft
was S-twisted. During weaving, the scarf’s
maker used two shuttles so the selvedges
were nearly perfect.

Beverley Francis from New Zealand
sent a poem along with her Shetland-style
scarf, both of which were inspired by her
cat, who likes to sleep in the middle of the
flower beds. Her scarf contained daisy and
cat’s paw patterns.

Another scarf was woven of singles
spun from silk top, sett at 40 ends per inch
(2.5 cm). Its pattern area displayed an un-
dulating twill with a Bergman tie-down.
This scarf also caught the eye of many vis-
itors, who asked so often if they could buy
any of the scarves that we think we would
have sold all of them if we could have!

A common remark by those who
viewed the exhibition was, “there are
simply too many to take in.” Many guilds
organized bus trips to see the display,
others drove, some flew, and some simply
came by train; visitors who viewed the
exhibition many times still left without
taking it all in.

After the exhibition, we “lived,
dreamed, and ate” scarves while they
spilled from cartons in both Myra’s home
and that of Melda Younger, the
committee’s treasurer. We took the time to
discover “new” scarves as we packed and
addressed packages. I found even more
techniques than I had thought there were.
Some yarns had been dyed after spinning,
with random or level dyeing methods;
some were made into squares (knitted,
woven, or crocheted) and then joined; sub-
tle plying techniques added texture. We
discovered that some participants had not
been able to spin, for medical or other rea-
sons, and had arranged another way to
send a scarf. We received 640 finished
scarves from the 642 entrants—a simply
marvelous credit to all the crafters who
took part.

It appears that the tradition will contin-
ue, since Toowoomba Spinners Weavers
and Dyers Group in Queensland is
planning an exchange for September 1996.
We wish them every success and hope they

2

are inundated with scarves! <

The photographs in this article are by John
Dorman. The exchange committee
consisted of Myra Keay, Melda Younger,
and Robyn Gill.

Dianne Tattersall, who used to teach in
a high school, started spinning and weav-
ing in 1982 and has studied at Strathfield
School of Textiles in Sydney. She is most
interested in weaving household textiles
(table linens, curtains, and upholstery) in
linen and cotton, using fine setts, and is
particularly fond of damask and lace
weaves. She enjoys spinning wool,
especially into fine yarns for lace knitting.

John Dorman, a retired social worker in
child welfare, happens to be married to a
NSW guild member. John has had a long-
time interest in photography and holds an
associate diploma in visual arts (photogra-
phy) from the University of Newcastle.
John is also very involved in environmen-
tal issues and nature conservation.
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On-Line Resources

FOR SPINNERS, KNITTERS, AND WEAVERS

IKE THE REST of the on-line
Lcommunity, textile sites change

constantly. Each connection
leads to others, and you can eat up all
your spinning time playing with your
computer.

At the same time, where else can
you find a guild that meets when
you're free—at 2 a.m.? Or ask a ques-
tion and get answers from all‘over the
world?

For an idea of what can be done by
a group of spinners who’ve never met
face-to-face, see page 89. Then, if you
have the equipment, set a timer and
explore on-line options. Ask your local
computer guru, or check out a book-
store, for the basics of settings,
bulletin boards, newslists, and so
forth.

If you don't have a computer and
still want to communicate with spin-
ners far afield, contact The Spinner’s
Network, care of Chel Casey, Box 321,
Lakeview, Ohio 43331.

Arachne’s Web: Free, direct-connec-
tion bulletin board run by Karl
Sandwell-Weiss. Access number:
(703) 765-1288. 8N1, 2400 baud.

America Online: Type in keyword
spinning or weaving to find on-line
guild announcements and other
bulletin boards of interest. Chat
room: Fiber and Needle Artists and
CyberFyber’s.

Ashford-Spinners Mailing List: Set up
by Crystal Palace Yarns (Ashford’s
USA distributor). To subscribe,
send e-mail to majordomo@
bolis.com with the words SUB-
SCRIBE ASHFORD-SPINNERS in
the message area. Leave the subject
line empty.

BMUG: Macintosh-oriented user
group which operates bulletin
boards in Berkeley, California, and
Boston, Massachusetts. Access (via

Internet or direct) free to members.

Fiber Arts conference echoed to

both boards. Check web pages for

information.

Berkeley* http://fwww.bmug.org/

Boston:http://www.xensei.com/
users/bmugbos/

Compuserve: Weavers, spinners, and
dyers meet in the FiberCrafts
Forum.

Delphi: Textile Arts Forum, organized
by Susan Druding of Straw Into
Gold.

Felters’ Mailing List: Set up by Pat
Spark, felt author/teacher. Address
change in the works. E-mail
spark@peak.org for information.

Fibernet: Free, direct-connection bul-
letin board run by Ron and Teresa
Parker. Access line: {218) 583-4337
8N1, 9600 baud. For questions, call
voice line, {218) 583-2419, between
7 am. and 7 p.m. CST, or e-mail rb-
parker@henning.cfa.org any time.

GEnie: Has been focused on quilting;
undergoing change. Web contact:
http://www.genie.com

iGuide: New, free web area with
“community” bulletin board areas.
Susan Druding hosts Arts&Crafts.
http://www.iguide.com

KnitNet: Mailing list. Send e-mail to
listserv@geom.umn.edu with sub-
scribe knit [your address] in the
body of the message.

Lace-L: Mailing list. Send e-mail to
Majordomo@panix.com with sub-
scribe lace [your address] in the
body of the message.

The Online Knitting Magazine: Amaz-
ing web compilation of information
for knitters and spinners. Emily
Way’s in charge.
htip://www.io.org/~spamily/knit

Prodigy: Undergoing change. Web con-
tact:
hitp://www.prodigy.com

Sheep Breeds: Oklahoma State Univer-

sity web site.
http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/
breeds/ sheep

Textiles: Listserv from Denmark; dis-
cussions of archaeological discover-
ies, textile production in China,
choosing a fleece, more. Send e-
mail to listserv@trean. bitnet@
vm.gmd.de with SUBSCRIBE TEX-
TILES [YOUR ADDRESS] in the
body of the message.

Weaving List: Mailing list ranges
through weaving, spinning, dyeing,
and beyond. Send e-mail to weav-
ing-request@his.com with
SUBSCRIBE in the body of the
message.

World Wide Web: The web changes so
quickly that using a search engine
to look for sites is a good idea. Here
are some sites to start a search
from.
http://www.altavista.digital.com
http://www.internetmci.com
http://www.yahoo.com
http://www.lycos.com

Other web sites of possible interest:
Textiles:

http://www.textiles.org/crafts/
Textiles through time:
http://www.interlog.com/
~gwhite/ttt/tttintro.html
Links to knitting sites:
hittp://www.io.org/~spamily/
knit/Links.html

More non-web Internet sites:
rec.crafts.textiles.yarn
rec.crafts.textiles.marketplace

Deborah Pulliam, in Maine, dug out
references. Deborah Robson, in Colo-
rado, asked questions. Susan Druding,
in California, took a last quick look.
Do you folks want this list printed
once a year, with updates!? If so, (1) let
us know and (2) help us stay current
on sites.

Summer 1996

SPIN- OFF 87



INTRODUCING

Thus artistic wheel comes
n two woods, maple or
cherry with purple heart
highlights. The Dundas
Wheel has a double dnive
with Scotch tension.
Ratios available are from
6-18. The double treadle
wheel has a built 1n lazy
Kate with generous

6 ounce bobbins. Hand
rubbed oil finish.

DUNDAS LOOM COMPANY

i ; . 1605 Stephens Avenue,
- Q Dundas Spinning Wheel  visous x st

(406) 728-3050 .

ASHLAND BAY TRADING COMPANY INC.

The businessperson’s source for handspinning fibers and yarns from around the world.

WHY BUY YOUR PRODUCTS FROM ASHLAND BAY?

*FOCUS Our company sells exclusively to fiber business people and production
spinners and weavers.

*SELECTION Wools, Silks, Exotics--One of the largest stocks of fibers anywhere.

*SERVICE Most orders shipped within 24 hours. If we are out of stock, all
back orders ship freight free.

*SPECIALS Besides our extensive running line assortment, we also offer special run
products from our suppliers.

*SALES We offer three sales each year--an outstanding opportunity to purchase
our products below the already low prices.

*QUALITY Price means nothing without quality. We buy our products exclusively
from worsted mills--exceptional products with long fiber length.
FOR A CATALOG (FREE) AND CREDIT APPLICATION, SEND PROOF OF BUSINESS TO:

ASHLAND BAY TRADING CO PO BOX 2613 GIG HARBOR, WA 98335
TELEPHONE 206-265-6100 FAX 206-265-3422
IF YOU’RE IN BUSINESS, YOU SHOULD BE DOING BUSINESS WITH ASHLAND BAY'!
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The
CompuServe
Fibercrafts
Forum Sheep
Breeds
Spinning
Swap, 1995

by Deanna Johnson

For a list
of some
spinning-related
computer sites
we’ve located,

see page 87.

HEN I FIRST learned to spin, I
had no idea that there were so
many types of wool. I felt over-

whelmed by the variety of fibers, much
less the variations within each one. I re-
member asking a vendor for “a little of
everything you have”—with no realization
of the magnitude of my request. Fortunate-
ly, she was very kind and didn’t either get
angry or laugh.

The ensuing years have made me aware
of the multitude of resources for spinners,
but still longing for “a little of every-
thing.” I perked up with interest when an
online friend, Ellen Barrosse, began dis-
cussing in the FiberCrafts Forum on Com-
puServe the possibility of sharing informa-
tion and fleece from different breeds.

At first, the idea was that we would re-
search rare breeds—those that are either
designated as rare or are just not easily ac-
cessible to spinners in the United States.
As the discussion continued, we realized
there was also a need for sharing informa-
tion about more common breeds. Few of us
had spun fleece from more than three or
four different breeds, and even fewer of us
had detailed information about those
breeds we had encountered.

The chat continued online for quite a
while. Ideas were bantered back and forth,
expanded, refined, embellished. In the
meantime, Ellen’s schedule got complicat-
ed. I requested her permission to jump in
and coordinate the swap of fleeces and in-
formation myself.

Putting the idea in motion

In August, I posted a long message in the
forum laying out my plans. The swap
would be limited to the first thirty-two
people to sign up. Each person would give
me a list of three top choices for breed.
When a participant received a breed assign-
ment, that person would become responsi-
ble for researching that breed and locating
fleece.

Using an outline provided for consis-
tency, each person would write up the re-
search results and send them to me by
e-mail in early October. Sending a picture
of the assigned breed was optional. Finally,
in November, the person would send me a
package containing samples for each par-
ticipant. Each sample would consist of a
clean lock of fleece, a one-yard sample of

yarn, and a baggie containing about one
ounce of unspun fiber. Each of us would
come out of the swap with a nice notebook
comparing locks of different breeds, as well
as some fiber from each breed to spin for
ourselves.

In October, the information began pour-
ing in. The original outline contained the
following categories:

1 Breed description. This should in-
clude a description of what the sheep in
this breed look like, and their genetic com-
position.

2. Fiber characteristics. This should in-
clude, as a minimum, staple length, crimps
per inch, diameter or count (if known), and
whether the fleece used came from a lamb,
hogget, or mature sheep.

3. Method of preparation. What do
you think is the best method of prep-
aration for this breed: carding, combing,
commercial  ?

4. Spinning techniques. What special
techniques, if any, are recommended for
this breed?

5. Recommended uses. What uses are
appropriate for this type of fleece?

6. Purchase information. Where did you
purchase this fiber? If possible, provide
name and address of vendor, and the price
paid.

7 Resources. List the resources you
used (books, magazines, local experts,
in compiling your information.

Coordinating the
submissions

Reformatting the information was no
small job. There were gaps to fill, and in-
formation that had to be omitted because
of space limitations. It took a lot of work
just get the text for all the breeds into the
same format.

When I completed the task, however,
the notebook pages were ready to be
copied using both sides of each sheet. I also
prepared a design for the sample sheets,
which I had copied onto cardstock. I posi-
tioned the photographs that had been sent
in page protectors and had them color pho-
tocopied, then cut the sheets apart and
trimmed the photos.

By this time, the boxes were rolling in.
As each arrived, I put printed labels on the
baggies of fleece. After receiving four or
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five boxes, I had a pretty good idea of the
size box I would need to send the swaps
back out, so I bought thirty-two boxes and
stuck address labels on them. With each
incoming box, I divided the labelled bag-
gies into the destination boxes. I stapled
the yarn samples (most of which were
wound on floss bobbins) to the sample
sheets, and taped the clean locks of wool
in place. This proved to be the most time-
consuming part of the job! Finally, some
people included optional unwashed locks
of wool, which I put in baggies where nec-
essary and labeled with masking tape.

The swap took longer than anticipated.
As [ worked on sample sheets, I began to
cough violently, and was briefly worried
that I was developing an allergy to wool! It
was only a case of the flu, bad enough to
delay the swap’s completiont by about a
month. When finally completed, I took
thirty large boxes to have them mailed,
four overseas and the rest scattered across
the United States. It’s a good thing I have a
large van!

Results, and suggestions

What did we end up with? A great re-
source! The notebooks came out looking
pretty good, if I do say so myself. How
many of us could purchase thirty-two dif-
ferent breeds of fleece, much less take the
time to do all that research alone? It is de-
lightful to have a notebook to refer to
when trying to select just the right breed
for a project. For many of us, the experi-
ence will act as a spur to purchase breeds
we might not otherwise have considered.
Last, I now have a much better apprecia-
tion for magazine editors and vendors! For
anyone else who would like to try to orga-
nize a similar swap, I have several sugges-
tions.

1. Have everyone label their own bag-
gies. I wanted to label these so all the la-
bels would have the same font. (I know,
petty.) In retrospect, it didn’t add much to

the looks but added quite a bit to the work.

2. Instead of preparing the sample
sheets the way I did, I think I would use
plastic sheets designed to hold baseball
cards. The samples could easily be tucked
into them.

3. Start smaller—perhaps only have
eight breeds in a swap. Alternatively, have
several people co-coordinating with you,

each responsible for four
breeds.

What'’s next for us? Well, as
soon as we receive notice that

B REEDS

BLACK WELSH MOUNTAIN,
our friends overseas have re- CALIFORNIA VARIEGATED MUTANT,
ceived their packages, we plan CASTLEMILK MOORIT,
to start at the beginning of CHEVIOT,
our alphabetical breed list, COLUMBIA,
spinning a breed a week. We’ll COOPWORTH,
be able to chat online about CORMO,
how it goes. Should be a lot of CORRIEDALE,
fun! % COTSWOLD,

DORSET,

D ednna J OI?HSOI,I’ of San ENGLISH LEICESTER,
Diego, California, shared her
box with the Spin-Off staff for FINNSHEEE,
long enough to enjoy it and GOTLAND,
get a photograph. It’s a 1.5- HERDWICK,
cubic-foot book boz, filled ICELANDIC,
like a treasure chest with JACOB,
neatly labeled samples of LINCOLN,
wool and a terrific, neat, nice- MANX LOUGHTAN,
ly formatted, very inspiring MERINO,
notebook of information. NAVAJO CHURRO,
Deanna is a software develop- POLWARTH,
er, mom, crafts d1lettantle, . POLYPAY,
and computer nerd. Active in
the FiberCrafts Forum on RAMBOUILLET,
CompuServe and the San ROMNEY,
Diego Creative Weavers ROUX DU VALAIS,
Guild, she spins for sanity SALISH,
and weaves for well-being. SCOTTISH BLACKFACE,
She says her best friends are SHETLAND,
on-line. SUFFOLK,

She says, “Many thanks to SWISS WHITE ALP,
all the participants! Karon AND
Adams (Georgia), Ellen Bar- TARGHEE.

rosse (Delaware), Julia Ben-
son (Georgia), Wheat Carr
(New York), Katherine Condliffe
(Maryland), Phreadde Davis (New Jersey/,
Tatiana Deygout (France), Tricia Dowling
(Maryland), Sue Garland (California),
Beatrice Grob (Switzerland), Z Hauge
(Minnesota), Vanessa Hirst (U.K.), Pam
Howard (Georgia), Debbie Kaplan (Massa-
chusetts), Colleen Kozlowski (Pennsylva-
nia), Pat Lawrence (Maryland), Audra
Macmann (Ohio), Pat McCann (Washing-
ton), Rita McLaughlin (Massachusetts),
Toni Neil (Illinois), Tina Norton (Illinois),
Donann Remund (California), Debbie
Rindfleisch (Virginia), Janis Saunders
(California), Kathy Sheldrake (Nebraska),
June Siewert (Oregon), Nancy Slye
(Virginia), Jori Walker (Switzerland), Caro-
line Williams (Colorado), and Sadelle
Wiltshire (Vermont). Many thanks also to
my husband, who endured piles of fleece
and boxes all over our house for several
months!”
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SCHACHT

Schacht Spindle Company products are available through a network of dealers.

The knowledge they have to share with you and the services they have to offer
make them a great place to purchase our spinning wheels and spinning supplies.
Stop by and visit them and pick up your copy of our beautiful full-color catalog. Here
is a list of some of our dealers. Write to us for the names of other dealers near you.

< T N oa
%]].)ﬂ— I\ DHJ Ib_i !?i\‘(x
ALABAMA Lakewood MARY1AND OHIO UTAH WISCONSIN
Birmingham %‘f&eﬁ:g{j’“&b Woodsboro (Frederick Clyde Salt Lake City Columbus
Mary F. Geier at Oak Moun-  (303) 234.-9337 area) The Little House Salt Lake Weaver’s Store Susan’s Fiber Shop
tain Handcrafters Forestheart Studio 1927 N. Main St. 1227 E. 3300 So. N250 Highway A
3401 Eaton Rd. Pueblo 200 South Main St., Box 112 (800) 554-7973 (800) 363-5585 (order line) (414) 6234237
205) 967-2792 The Mountain Weavery (301) 8454447 (801) 486-1610
o) 311%S. Union Ave. Columbus Spooner
ALASKA Historic District MICHIGAN Wolfe Fiber Arts VIRGINIA Northwind Book & Fiber
(800) 836.7509 ) 1188 W. 5th Ave. i 212 Walnut St
Anchorage Eaton Rapids (614) 487-9980 Alexandria (715) 635-6811
Knitting Frenzy CONNECTICUT Davidson’s Old Mill Yarn Springwater Fiber Workshop
4240 Old Seward Hwy,, #18 PO. Box 8, 109 Elizabeth St. ~ OREGON 820 N. Fairfax St. Waupaca
(907) 5632717 Bridgeport (800) 257-2711 Al (703) 549-3634 Edgewood Arts
Bloodroot, Ltd. ) 109 N, Main St.
ARIZONA 85 Ferris St. Frankenmuth ‘The Web-sters: Handspinners, = New Market (715) 2580909
(203) 576:9168 Rapunzel's Unique Gifts and Weavers & Knitters The River Farm
Mesa Yarns 11 North Main St. 9400 Congress, PO. Box 895  Westby
The Fiber Factory Waterford 664 S. Main St. (800) 4829801 (800) USA-WOOL Earthsong Fibers
150 West Main Hodges Homestead (517) 652-8281 (orders only) Rt. 3, Box 108
(602) 9694346 20 Butlertown Rd. (517) 652-9251 Eugene - (540) 896-5833 (800) 4735350
(203) 4437330 R Inda Farm Enterprises
CALIFORNIA Northville 26336 Crow Rd. Oakton WYOMING
HAWAIL Traditional Handcrafts (541) 3459498 Wooden Ewe?
Auburn 571 Randolph St. ) 3528 Valeview Dr. Pinedale
Alberta Borow’s Elegant Honolulu (810) 349-7509 Portland (703) 620-5600 Ewe-Nique Yarns & Gifts
Goat Ranch The Fiber Connection Northwest Wools 211 W. Pine, Box 478
11525 Dry Creek Rd. 608 Eaea Place MINNESOTA 3524 SW Troy Prospect _ (307) 367-2177
(916) 823-2433 (808) 395-5417 (503) 244-5024 Serendipity Farm & Studio
Avon % Rt. 1-Box 25CCC CANADA
Cool IDAHO ‘The Weaver’s Cabin Yamhill (804) 574-2036
Spinner's Corner 20578 317th St. Woodland Woolworks : ALBERTA
3070 Penobscot Rd. Boise (612) 8457115 PO. Box 400 Richmond
(916) 8887503 Deb’s Fiberworks ) 262 S. Maple Art Antics Calgary
8901 Clovis Maple Plain (800) 547-3725 3321 West Cary St. The Fiber Hut
Hughson (208) 3221811 Detta's Spindle (503) 6623641 (800) 4 WEAVING 2614 4th St., NW
Bar-B-Woolies 2592 Geggen-Tina Rd. . (800) 816-7764
5308 Roeding Rd. fge'g g’AgmeGo 5 (612) 4792886 PENNSYLVANIA CR'a‘rigm T
209) 8830833 g Cabin Dry Goods n
i E. 3445 French Gulch Rd. MONTANA Centre Hall at Liisu Farm o
Los Osos (208) 664-5908 . The Weaver's Loft Eastridge Rd,, Rt. 2, Box 3%0H  Salt Spring Island
Woven Dreams Fishtail 308 S. Pennsylvania Ave. (800) 450-SPUN Jane Stafford Textiles
PO. Box 6934 ILLINOIS gugegsRZglchm (800) 6937242 Roatioke 220 Mountain View Dr.
1170 Bayview Heights Drive .C. 55, Box . X
(805) 52?18806 e Marengo (406) 328-6956 Chadds Ford _ The Weaving Edge (604) 537-9468
The Fold Alexandria Textiles, Inc. 3107 Franklin Rd., S.W. ONTARIO
Menlo Park 3316 Millstream Rd. NEBRASKA 17B Atwater Rd. (540) 982-0970
Custom Handweavers (815) 5680165 . (610) 459-8337 Mount Albert
75 Arbor Rd. (815) 5685320 Hastings Smicksh WASHINGTON Gemini Fibres
(415) 3250626 The Plum Nelly micksurg RR. #1, 5062 Mt. Albert Rd,, E.
INDIANA 1360 West Prairie Lake Rd. The Weaver-Artisans’ Outlet  Bellevue (905) 4731033
San Jacinto/Hemet (402) 4636262 Box 80, Clarion St. Parkside Wool Company
‘The Shepherds’ Coat Bloomington (814) 257-8891 17 102nd Ave., NE GERMANY
2567 San Jacinto Ave. Yarns Unlimited NEW HAMPSHIRE (814) 257-8150 (206) 4552138 Friedrich Traub KG
(909) 766-9221 129 Fountain Square Henniker RHODEISLAND Bellingham Schorndorfer Str. 18
Santa Monica (12yaod208 The Fiber Studio The Knit Shop D-73650 Winterbach
Wild Fiber 9 Foster Hill Rd., PO Box 637  North Scituate 1324 Cornwall Ave. 49-7181-70910
IOWA s v . 3]
1453-E 14th St. (603) 4287830 ’é"fzgnle Fll?er Al;fis Studio (360) 671-2590 FAX: 49-7181-709111
(310) 4582748 Ames aris Irons Rd.
Rose Tree Fiber Shop NEW JERSEY (401) 5687837 Chewelah UNITED KINGDOM
Solvang 2814 West St. Flowery Trail Fiber Arts
The Village Spinning & 515) 2027076 Neshanic Station SOUTH CAROLINA 2406 Flowery Trail, Darrcy
‘Weaving Shop The Spinnery PO Box 1069 ibrecrafts
425B Alisal Rd. Cedar Rapids 1367 Highway 202 Seneca (509) 9354077 Style Cottage
(805) 686-1192 Knitty-Notty (908) 369-3260 ‘The Weaver’s Knot . Lower Eashmg
212 Edgewood Rd., N.W. 508 Inlet Dr. Friday Harbor . alming
COLORADO (319) 3968799 NEW MEXICO (800) 680-7747 Island Wools and Weaving 441-483-421853
(803) 8821214 PO. Box 423, FAX: 441-483-419960
Boulder KANSAS Albuquerque 30 First St. South )
Shuttles, Spindles & Skeins Village Wools TENNESSEE (360) 3782148 Cumbria
633 S. Broadway, Unit N Lawrence 3801 San Mateo, N.E. . } Fibrecrafts
Table Mesa Shopping Center ~ Yarn Barn (505) 883-2919 Greeneville Marysville Elterwater
(800) 2834163 918 Massachusetts St. Jane’s Fiber Works Wool Station Ambleside
A (800) 4680035 NEW YORK 604 Franklin St. 4218-136th St., N.E. 441-5394-37346
Colorado Springs (423) 6397919 (360) 653-2604
Just Dyelightful Handwo- KENTUCKY Brewster/Southeast JAPAN
vens ‘The Wool Room TEXAS Olalla
2629 W. Colorado Ave. LaGrange Joe’s Hill Rd. Baa Baa Black Sheep Ranch ~ Osaka .
(719) 636-0059 Woolen Treasures (914) 2797627 Ingram & Fiber Shop Oribito Weaving Shop
119 E. Main St. Acorn Handcrafts 13290 Wallace Rd., SE 1-24-34, Uenoshiba-Cho
Estes Park (502) 222-0382 Charlton 305 Indian Creek Rd. (206) 857-3233 Sakai-Shi
Bountiful (Ballston Lake area) (210) 367-2567 (206) 857-3447 81-722-43-6609
125B Moraine MAINE Woodside Weavers FAX: 81-722-436709
PO. Box 1727 e 4091 Jockey St. ll;lbl?o%( . TSW e Work
970) 586-9332 518) 399-7991 €CK's warp eave € Veaving Yyorks REA
70 Halcyon Yarn () 2815 - 34th St. 4717 Brooklyn Ave., N.E. KO
Estes Park 12 School St NORTH CAROLINA (800) 658-6698 (206) 524-1221 Seoul
Chris Switzer/Switzer Land (800) 3410282 FAX (206) 524-0250 L.D.H. Handweaving Loom
PO %acas Standish Shuttles, Needles & Hook Vcltinney Snohomish e b1
>0, Box 3800 | uttles, Needles & Hooks 0 i 822-779-1894
(970) 5864624 Shearbrooke Farm 214 E. Chatham St. Tulmeiade, The Fiber Attic
400 Saco Rd. (919) 469-9328 @8 '56‘;“;;;5133 . 1009 1st St.
(207) 642-3067 F: (360) 563-0330
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ere at Schacht we know that
the smallest detail can make
a big difference--and that’s exactly

THE SCHACHT

what we had in mind when we
designed our new Double Treadle
Spinning Wheel. Built to be a high
performance machine, we’ve taken
great care to maintain the same hand-
some style of our single treadle wheel.

In designing this wheel, we wanted

to make it as versatile and efficient as
possible. That’s why each wheel can

be used in three spinning modes: double
drive, Scotch tension, and bobbin lead
(great for plying). Each wheel comes
with an un-lazy Kate, 4 bobbins, and
medium speed and fast speed flyer
whorls. To expand the range of spinning
possibilities even more. five other flyer
whorls and a high speed bobbin are
available.

The double treadle wheel is made of
hard maple with walnut accents. Many
aspects of our contemporary styling
blend design with function. For example.
the 19'4™ drive wheel and flyer shaft are
supported by self-aligning bronze bear-
ings for precise action. Each flyer

is balanced and the bobbins and flyer
whorls are trued on center for long and
superior service. The double treadle
spinning wheel is very stable. The rear
legs have skid resistant rubber feet and
the front legs are adjustable to accom-
modate uneven floors. The compact
shape and the adjustable carrying strap
that is included with the wheel make it
easy to transport.

Dol Cheaxd

DOUBLEE TREADLE

You'll be delighted with the
\ way this new wheel spins.
‘\\‘j? It is quick, agile, and
\ responsive. The
curvaceous split
treadle offers
double duty
rhythmic
treadling
with excep-
tionally
smooth
spinning
and
consistent

RPM.

One thing is for sure, reading about
our new double treadle spinning wheel
is not enough. This is a wheel which
you’ll want to try to truly appreciate.
You'll discover that the details do
make the difference.

Our color catalog is available for $2.50.
Schacht Spindle Co., Inc., 6101 Ben Place,
Boulder, CO 80301 USA. 1-800-228-2553.
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by Vicki Square

!

Yarn Sizes

NPAN]

Knitting Needle Conversion Chart
Yarns fall into six categories:
Fingering-weight or baby yarn is best UsS Metric UK
suited for fitted clothing such as socks or 0 Hrm 14"
TPZZRT2R22RRR2EII2ZZZ. qlgyes, and baby clothing. Use knitting 1 2174 trem 13
needles ranging in size from 0 to 3, and 21/, mm
work 28 or more stitches to 4 inches 10 b 23/4 mm 12
cm). 3 mm 11
Sport-weight yarn is about twice as 3 3V mm 10
thick as fingering yarn, with an extremely 4 3V mm
RREZR2RARRRRAIRRTRZ. yide variety of uses, from heavier socks to 5 233/ mm 9
lighter pullovers or cardigans. Use knitting 6 4 mm 8
needles ranging in size from 4 to 6, and 7 Alpn 7
work about 20 to 24 stitches to 4 inches 8 5 mm 6
10 cm). 9 52 mm 5
DK, or double knitting yarn, is the 10 6'mm 4
British designation for a yarn slightly 10V, Vs 3
LR (i ey than sport but slightly finer than 7 thin 9,
American worsted. This weight yarn is ap- T 1
propriate for anything that sport or 11 8 mm 0
worsted yarn is used for. Use knitting nee- 13 O:mm 00
dles ranging in size from 4 to 6, and work 15 10 mm 000
about 22 stitches to 4 inches (10 cm).
Worsted-weight yarn is useful for every-
thing from garments to afghans to acces- Steel
W sories. Use knitting needles ranging in size
from 6 to 9, and work 16 to 20 stitches to 4 UsS Akt UK
inches 10 cm). O_O mn dn =
Chunky yarn is heavier than worsted 0 %2 5 mm 0
and is useful for outdoor sweaters and ac- 1 775 -3 1
mm cessories, and lightweight jackets. Use 3 ;)5 ! i
knitting needles ranging in size from 9 to 3 ;I ey 5
10Y3, and work 14 to 15 stitches to 4 inch- 4 E.mm ;]/ /s
es (10 crp). 5 1.9 mm ;
e - Bulky yarn is any yarn that is heavier . ' iy
e ——_than chunky. Knit heavy sweaters, coats : S P
e Y vy » CO8LS, 7 1.65 mm 4
and afghans with this weight of yarn. Use 8 15 mm 4V,
knitting needles size 10 and larger, and 9 14 ki x = i
work 8 to 12 stitches to 4 inches 10 cm)}. 10 1'3 ek %, )
Although I have listed the common 1 1 -l e 6 g
uses for each yarn type, don't let this stifle 19 limm 6V,
your imagination. Adopt a “no-rules” atti- 13 85 mm 5 [
tude to create the look you want. For ex- 121 '7‘5 o
ample, a beautiful airy, lacy shawl can be '
knit with fingering yarn on size 10%2 nee-
dles.
94 SPIN- OFF Summer 1996



Yardage Estimates for Typical Weights and Styles Crachet Haok Conversion Cliasts
Babies  12-18 months (for a pullover or cardigan) Ao, Ehistic, BangriNies
600-700 yards (550-650 meters)‘ fingering-weight yarn us Metzic UK
Toddlers 2-6 years (for a pullover or cardigan) 9 mm 14
800-1000 yards (750-950 meters) sport-weight yarn B/1 T e 13
600-800 yards (550-750 meters) worsted-weight yarn QuE T 12
550-650 yards (500-600 meters) bulky yarn cl2 9.75 mm
Children 6-12 years (for a pullover or cardigan) Fa. 11
1000-1500 yards (950-1400 meters) sport-weight yarn D/3 3.95 mm 10
900-1200 yards (850-1100 meters) worsted-weight yarn E/4 35 v 9
. 7.00—1000 yards (650-950 meters) bulky yarn ¥/5 3.75 mm 8
Misses  sizes 3240 4 mm
For a regular, comfortable ease pullover G/6 A8l 7
1500-1700 yards (1400-1600 meters) fingering-weight yarn 4.5t
1400-1600 yards (1300-1500 meters) sport-weight yarn H/8 4.75 mm 6
1100-1400 yards (1000-1300 meters) worsted-weight yarn 5 mm
1000 yards (950 meters) bulky yarn 1/9 S8 st 5
For a longer, loosely fitting, or oversized pullover 1/10 % mhm 4
1500-1900 yards (1400-1750 meters) sport-weight yarn K/10Y2 65mm 3
1300-1500 yards (1200-1400 meters) worsted-weight yarn 7 mm 2
900-1200 yards (850-1100 meters) bulky yarn 75 mm
Men sizes 36-48 L/11 %o
For a regular, comfortable ease pullover M/13 9 mm
1700-2100 yards (1600-1950 meters) sport-weight yarn N/15 10 mm
1500-1700 yards (1400-1600 meters) worsted-weight yarn P/16 o
1300-1500 yards (1200-1400 meters) bulky yarn Q 16 o
For a longer, loosely fitting, or oversized pullover S 19 mm
2000-2400 yards (1850-2200 meters) sport-weight yarn
1800-2000 yards (1650-1850 meters) worsted-weight yarn
1500-1700 yards (1400-1600 meters) bulky yarn
Sweater Ease Allowances
(Measurements are in inches with centimeters in parentheses.)
Size Finished Bust/Chest Measurement
Bust/Chest Body hugging Close fitting Normal fitting Loose fitting Oversized
minus 5-10% plus 0-5% plus 7-10% plus 12-15% plus 16-20%
31-33 (79-84) 30(76) 32 (81) 34 (86.5) 36 (91.5) more than 36 (91.5)
33-35 (84-89) 32 (81) 34 (86.5) 36 (91.5) 38 (96.5) more than 38 (96.5)
35-37 (89-94) 34 (86.5) 36 (91.5) 38 (96.5) 40 (101.5) more than 40 (101.5)
37—39 (94-99) 36 (91.5) 38 (96.5) 40 (101.5) 42 (106.5) more than 42 (106.5)
3941 (99-104) 38 (96.5) 40 (101.5) 42 (106.5) 44 (112) more than 44 (112)
41-43 (104-109) 40 (101.5) 42 (106.5) 44 (112) 46 (117) more than 46 (117)

This is an excerpt from Vicki Square’s new
book, The Knitter’s Companion, just pub-
lished by Interweave Press. When the
book department here gave us the go-
ahead to select an article’s worth of infor-
mation from the edited manuscript, we
picked out a few of the pieces that we

would want to have laminated and tucked
in our knitting baskets and/or tote bags.
Vicki’s ability to design knits, and her un-
derstanding of unique yarns—including
handspun—have been hinted at in these
pages before. One of her sweaters appears
in the Spring 1992 issue on pages 26-30.
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Whetber you're a

ave you ever found yourself in the middle of a
H project, forgotten how to do a raised increase beginner or advanced spinner

or eyelet buttonhole, and had no reference ’
book at hand? The Knitters Companion is a knitting ref-
erence that fits neatly into your knitting bag. Providing
an overview of gauges, joins, seams, borders and but-
tonholes, The Knitters Companion 1s an mdispensable ad-

dition to any kmtter’s bag of tricks.

using a band spindle or
spinning wheel,
Spin-Off nurtures
your success and

ENncourages you to

continue discovering the joys

L - X : "'ﬁ‘ of this timeless craft.
An [nvitation to 511175()'1'/75

YES! Enter my subscription. (All orders must be prepaid in US. funds.)
United States Canadian & Foreign, surface delivery

) (0
PYITTES
J [
0 $21 for 1 year (4 issues) [ $26 for 1 year (4 issues)

VIR SO ARt J Payment enclosed QI'VISA OMC QI AMEX 0O Discover

Account # Exp. date
P INTERWEAVE PRESS :
Signature Phone
Dept. A-SD, 201 East Fourth Street, Loveland, CO 80537-5655 %
- A bur name
‘: = i Address
o - City
Order by calling (800) 645-3675 State//Zip

7 % 5, 112 pages, spiral-bound. $17.95 plus $3.25 postage.
Colorado residents add 3% sales tax. Available June 1996. Send to SPIN-OFF, Interweave Press, 201 East Fourth Street

Dept. A-SB, Loveland, Colorado 80537-5655 or call 800/645-3675

YOU ASKED FOR IT...

Some of you even pleaded for it So now you have it—
Interweave Knits, a knitting magazine that goes beyond the basics
Quick ( but intriguing ) projects that you can stuff in your bag and

finish on a weekend drive. Complex patterns with rich color and
texture that take months to complete (or longer, we won'’t tell).
The premier issue will feature: gloves galore, Fair Isle knitting,

color graphs to adapt to any project, colorful knits for kids,

projects for the home, knitters on the Internet, inspiration,

advanced techniques, and even a road trip! Come along for
the ride. After all, when was the last time you got exactly
what you asked for?

INTERWEAVE

Knits

BEYOND THE BASICS

Interweave Knits ® Available July 1996 ® $5.95 + $2 postage
To order call (800) 645-3675
P INTERWEAVE PRESS ® Dept. A-SH 201 East Fourth Street ® Loveland, CO 80537-5655
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Spinning Wheels ¢ Drum Carders
Wool & Cotton Carders
Drop Spindles

Natural and Dyed Wool

FREE CATALOG
Wool Samples $2.00

Dealer Inquiries Welcomed

CLEMES & CLEMES, INC.

650 San Pablo Avenue
Pinole, California 94564
(510) 724-2036

21 DOS TEJEDORAS

os Tejedoras publishes fascinating textile books written

from a cross-cultural perspective. Interweave Press will
now be representing Dos Tejedoras as an added dimension to
our growing family of books.

ANDEAN FOLK KNITTING
Cynthia Gravelle LeCount

A celebration of the colorful and often whimsical
knitting traditional to the Andes.

8Y2"x 11" 168 pages, 150 black and white photographs,
57 color plates. ISBN 0-932394-07-8, *904, $29.95

ANDEAN

FOLK KNITTING

SALISH INDIAN SWEATERS
Priscilla Gibson-Roberts

These distinctive sweaters from the Salish tribe
of western Canada are presented from sheep to |
sweater in this unique book.

8Y2"x 11" 120 pages, black and white photographs
ISBN 0-932394-13-2, 908 $17.50

To order call (800) 645-3675
P INTERWEAVE PRESS
Dept. A-PK ¢ 201 E. 4th St. * Loveland, CO 80537-5655

ROYALE HARF’S

Wine Country Colors!

We dye our own colors on:
* silk “bells” & “hankies”
* silk combed top
* merino combed top
* mohair locks
* “firestar”

THE
SUPPORT SPINDLE

® portable
o efficient

o affordable

ROYALE HARE
946 Lodi Street
1 Santa Rosa, CA 95401
A (707) 579-2344
(800) 494-HARE (4273)

Catalog $1.50 + Catalog & Samples $5.00

815 -568-0165
815-568-5320
Featuring:

Hatchtown Farm Spindles & Wool from
Rock House Farm
Try our NEW Lincoln wool and silk blends!

THEFOLD @&
3316 Millstream Road < Marengo, lllinois 60152
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| ‘Versaﬁwle
Portable
Smooth
Quiet

Columbine Products
70 Calla Lily Court
Reno, NV 8951 1
Phone or Fax: (702)853-0373

Sales - Service - Parts

\(609) 397-2212 FAX 397-2888

Introducing our

sensational suri alpaca,
spins and feels like silk!
Catalog & samples $10

Linda Berry Walker

WoodsEdge
Wools

PO Box 275, Stockton, NJ 08559
J

SpinCraft
<" Patterns
N Original patterns for handspun yarn

2.00 each -buy 5 get one free!
SWEATERS ACCESSORIES

Irish Cable Pullover
Color & Texture Pullover
Entrelac Pullover

2 Button Rag Pullover
Cable Yoke Pullover
Shawl Collar Pullover
Baby Heart Cardigan
Patchwork Cardigan
Aran Cardigan

Sleeve to Sleeve (CorP)
VESTS

Llama Vest & Chapeaux
Moss Stitch Vest, Gloves
Simple Lace Pullover
Cotton Crochet Card.
Cable One Side Pullover
Color and Cable Pull.
Side-to-Side (CorP)
MISCELLANEOUS

3 Christmas Socks
Weaving A Fold

Drop Spindling

Best Socks

Multi Pattern Scarf
Tams: Lace & Color
Entrelac Socks

Fluffy Hat, Mittens
Pine Forest Hat

Ear Flap Hats

Star Hat, Mits & Band
Wimples

Knit & Crochet Slippers
7 Color Socks & Gloves
Crochet Hat & Tam
Circular Bed Cape
DOLLS

Double Knit Bears
Crochet Sheep- Llama
CUT & SEW

Yarn or Rag Sheep
4-Foot Cactus

Sheep w/Sweater
Jointed 20" Teddy Bear
Bunny, Sheep & Dog

Try SpinCraft Pattern Newsletter!

Subscribers get original patterns 4 times
a year -Don’t miss another issue-
{ Subscription - $10 \
/300 Monroe St., Saimon, ID 83467,
J I SILTRY
U R

"

Uiy LS g
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Improving your
Drum Card

by Maury Logue

RUM CARDS can be a wonderful
D addition to a spinner’s tool shop.

A convenient fiber-feeding tray is
a component of most drum cards, but little
more than a fat ice pick is provided for the
doffing operation. Here is a modification
that has, for me, made the doffing process
quick, effortless, and clean. It is especially
helpful on drum cards with slight burrs on
their teeth remaining from the card-
cloth-grinding process.

Figure 1 is a side view of the drum
where doffing would occur. Note that the
teeth emerge from the card cloth at an
angle, then turn at the “knee” to point in a
different direction. When a batt is drawn
off the drum, you can see that it will come
off most easily if it is drawn off in the di-
rection the tooth is pointing. My modifica- .
tion ensures this action.

Cut a piece of thin, stiff cardboard into Now slide the cardboard down and to the
a rectangle about the width of the drum right, until the plane of the cardboard lies
card’s frame and (ideally) the length of a in line with the teeth of the drum, as in
doffed batt. With your eye at about the figure 1. Now, keeping the plane of the
same place as the camera was in figure 1, cardboard in line with those same teeth,
rest the cardboard on the end of the drum move the cardboard along its length and
card frame with the end of the cardboard away from the teeth to leave a gap of about
touching the drum near its highest point. one-quarter inch (6 mm). With your third

Figure 1. (Above) You want
the fiber to come off the
drum easily, which means
you need to pay attention to
the direction of the teeth.
Here’s a piece of cardboard
aligned with the teeth.

Figure 2: (Left) A drum full
of carded fiber, ready to be
doffed.
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Figure 4: The drum is, clean!

hand (What! Your hand-kit didn’t come
with one?), use mailing tape to stabilize
the cardboard firmly in that position. The
more solid the support for the cardboard,
the better. Also, the slicker the surfaces of
the cardboard, the better. Use the plastic
mailing tape to provide non-snagging edges
and slick surfaces for your new doffing
platform.

Figure 2 shows a drum full of carded
fiber; figure 3 shows how the fiber layer, as
it is doffed, migrates toward the ends of
the teeth and is finally slid off the teeth in
line with them. Figure 4 demonstrates that
a coordinating gentle pull on the batt is all
that’s required to strip the drum clean.

Although this modification seems now
to be the best way to doff a batt from our
small drum cards, the idea didn’t occur to
me until I was studying the fine points of
commercial carding machines. One of the

Figure 3: The fiber moves off the teeth and
onto the cardboard guide.

most helpful publications was Volume 4:
Carding, published by the Wool Industries
Research Association, Leeds, England, in
1948. <«

Learning to spin was agony for Maury
Logue for about the first year and a half;
he has finally gotten better, but feels he is
stuck in a rut spinning fine yarn. His cur-
rent challenge is to make a knitting yarn
appropriate for caps and mittens (hoping
his wife will do the knitting). He got into
spinning by watching yarn coming off a
cone as his wife worked on her knitting
machine. He became interested—no, in-
trigued—with twist, and has spent a lot of
time visiting mills, researching texts, and
Iooking at the process in minute detail. He
lives in Warren, New Jersey, and has been
a member of the North Country Spinners
since 1990.
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QUICK-SPIN WOOL

Australian 22 micron Merino wool
tops—white; plain-dyed; and blended
shades. Merino blended with cash-
mere; angora rabbit; camel; kid mo-
hair; alpaca; flax; kid mohair/silk;
kid mohair/silk/alpaca; alpaca/silk/
camel/kid mohair. All in delightful
colour ranges. Quick to spin,
economical, no waste and luxurious
to wear.

EARTH PALETTE and
LANDSCAPES dyes for natural fibres.
Full range of samples,

US $10 posted.
International agencies, inquiries invited

Credit cards accepted
Canadian and American inquiries to:
Woodland Woolworks
262 S. Maple St.

PO Box 400
Yambhill, OR 97148-0400
Orders: (800) 547-3725
Voice/FAX. (503) 662-3641

QUICK-SPIN WOOL
R.M.B. 1215 Shelford Road
Meredith, Victoria 3333
Australia
Voice/FAX: (052) 86 8224

Cedarose

at Wolf Fork
)
C/‘s\.a

Cedarose

at Wolf Fork.
has the wool consumer in mind.
We are raising sheep that produce
a high quality wool for our hand-
spinning and commercial clients.

ARSBA Registered Rambouillets
ACSA Registered Cormos

NASSA Registered Shetlands
Breeding Stock & Fleece
Batts, Yarns & Quilting Batts

Wheels and Accessories by Majacraft

Juli and Gregory Post

Route 3 Box 563 Dayton, Washington 99328
800-790-6571

(509) 382-4717

SAVE YOUR BACK ISSUES OF SPIY -OFF
wiTH Custom CASES AND BINDERS
Protect your back issues of SPIN-OFF with clean, orderly, and readily accessible
cases and binders custom-made for us in dark blue leatherette, embossed with

gold leaf lettering. Each holds 12 issues.

CasEs: $8.95 each, 3 for $24.95, 6 for $45.95. BINDERS: $11.95 each, 3 for $31.85, 6 for $60.75.
Send to Jesse Jones Industries, Spin-Off, Dept. 9550, 499 E. Erie Ave., Philadel-
phia, PA 19134.

Enclosed is $ for cases; binders. Add $1.50 per case/binder for postage &
handling. Outside Continental USA (including AK & HI), $3.50 per case/binder (US funds only). Allow 4

to 6 weeks for delivery. PA residents add 7% sales tax. NO P.O. BOxEs, PLEASE.
Address

Name

City /State/Zip

Charge orders (minimum $15): AM EX, Visa, MC, DC accepted. Send card name, number, expiration date.
Call toll-free 7 days, 24 hours, 1-800-825-6690.Satisfaction Guaranteed!

1s Proud
to Announce
the. ..

LENDRUM
Double Treadle
Wheel!

“Pedal your way into Summer.”

Our Introductory Special

Wheel complete with lazy
kate and 4 bobbins

Regularly $365:90
Now $329.90 ppd

1286 Weast Road
‘j’} Schenectady, NY 12306

SPINNER’S HEARTH
BECKY & JOE SCELLATO
7512 LACKEY RD

VAUGHN, WA 98394

(206) 884-1500 SHOP
(206) 884-3786 FAX
E MAIL 103650.2343 COMPUSERVE

ASHFORD & MAJACRAFT

WENSLEYDALE LONGWOOL
HIGH LUSTER AND LONG STAPLE
GREAT FOR SPINNING/RUG HOOKING
$16.00 POUND + SHIPPING

THREE NEW SHADES!
SOUTH AMERICAN TOP
(CORRIEDALE TYPE WOOL)

NAVY - DARK GREEN -

BURGUNDY/PURPLE
ALSO AVAILABLE IN MEDIUM BLUES,
BURGUNDY/REDS, AND DEEP GREENS

$16.00 POUND + SHIPPING

VISIT OUR BOOTH
AT CONVERGENCE 9%6
JULY 17 - 21, 1996!
FREE SAMPLES & MAIL ORDER

CATALOGUE FREE SHIPPING ON
ORDERS OVER $100

Kt Beodd |
@ag \Kh‘

§ Only $4.00 R
(Entique Siigoers Kit also cvailable)

We specialize in weaving,

spinning, knitting, crocheting,
dyeing, basketmaking,
and many other
natural-fiber handworks

Free mail-order catalog.

SPIN ‘N
WEAVE

2207 W, tnk RA. ® Tucsom A2 9T

200-514-0059
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Spinning Wheel
Spin-Oft

Sylvia Thorne spinning at Philips-
burg Manor in 1957 The manor
is one of the Sleepy Hollow
Restoration’s properties, located
in North Tarrytown, New York. It
has been restored to represent the
mid- to late-eighteenth century.

URING THE TIME of the Great
D Depression, attending country auc-

tions had become a standard diver-
sion for summer visitors to a remote cor-
ner of New York’s Finger Lakes region. On
a particularly dull, rainy day, Bob, my hus-
band, went off to a sale without me. He
came back early, and I dashed out to look
at any new treasures he might have snared.
What I saw was a large fan of wooden
spokes protruding from the rumble-seat of
our little coupe.

“What, may I ask, are we going to do
with that?”

“T dunno,” he said. “It’s an old spinning
wheel. Thought you might like it. Only
cost a quarter.”

In the terrible '30s, farmers were giving
up the unequal struggle to survive by sell-
ing out lock, stock, and barrel, almost giv-
ing away the contents of their barns and
households. So into my possession came
an old spinning wheel. Two hundred years
ago or more, when time dawdled and peo-

ple depended more upon the skills of their
hands, this very wheel would doubtless
have been used by some nimble-fingered
spinster—when all females were spin-
sters—long since at rest beneath a weath-
ered headstone in the local cemetery.

Bob carried the contrivance into the
cottage and I admired its simple lines, and
its down-to-earth quality that seemed to
challenge our world of closing factories
and dwindling investments.

The whole appliance took up so much
space I decided to dismantle the graceful
wheel so I could hang it on the wall. How
could T have known I was holding in my
hands the key to a career, to the pension I
now receive, to an opportunity to meet the
wife of the President of the United States,
and in years to come, to see my name at
the entrance to a museum exhibition
room?

Talking with the old timers in the
vicinity, I learned that our wheel was
called a great or walking wheel. To operate
it, a spinster would give the wheel a spin
and walk backward to draw out a length of
yarn, then forward to wind it carefully
onto the spindle. Nobody, however, could
enlighten me any further.

At the end of that summer, we moved
into an unimproved cabin in the secluded,
wooded hills of Westchester, forty miles
north of New York City. We carted the old
wheel out there and put it to use as a
divider between the living room and the
dining area. And, having become addicts to
country auctions, we began collecting
other eighteenth-century American
antiques.

Among our newly acquired neighbors
was a little old lady who sold duck eggs.
Visiting her one day, we were amused to
see that the nearest thing to a natural habi-
tat provided for her ducks was two enamel
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by Sylvia Newton Thorne

baby bathtubs. Dear little rosy-cheeked
Mrs. Jergensen had been born in Norway,
where she’d worked as a stable maid and
was also required to spin the hair from the
animals she tended. I had a spinning
wheel, so I asked her to teach me to use it.
But “Yergie” used the more familiar little
Saxony wheel, equipped with a foot trea-
dle—nothing like my walking wheel. Also
her knowledge of English was limited, and
my attempts to emulate her dexterous fin-
gers by observation only were met with
cries of “No good! No good!”

Aware of my innate determination, Bob
soon got a Saxony wheel for me. After
weeks of practice, I actually spun enough
yarn from hair combed out of our blue Per-
sian pussy’s coat to knit myself a pair of
“kitten mittens.”

Then I began spinning poodle hair for
the late Anne Morgan. (She paid for the
yarn, and engaged knitters to fashion
sweaters to sell for the benefit of a French
charity.) Word got around about all this,
and so many people began to knock at my
door bringing hair from their pets {includ-
ing combings from the cat belonging to the
late radio commentator, Elmer Davis) that
I sometimes hesitated before going to see
who was outside.

Rummaging through a junk shop one
day, I came across an old beehive filled
with flax ready for spinning into linen
thread. Thinking it would be fun to spin
the thread and weave it into cloth, I
bought all of it, not realizing that I should
have purchased that rare beehive as well.

I borrowed some books and magazines
and coaxed my husband into helping me
construct a simple loom. It didn’t work
very well, but my efforts to produce a
small tablecloth from my precious hand-
spun linen taught me a great deal about
the craft. I toyed with the idea of weaving

drapery and other fabrics to decorate our
rustic living quarters. For that I had to buy
a commercial loom. The monster finally
arrived, and the only place it could be set
up was in the bedroom. Bob used to tell
my friends I slept under it.

“Dunno. Thought you might like it.

Only cost a quarter.”

But there were no handwoven curtains
at our windows. An unsuspected talent for
designing fabrics emerged, and with in-
creasing experience I began to take orders
for handwoven drapery and upholstery
from interior decorators, along with com-
missions from New York City architectur-
al firms. To move all this work out of the
bedroom, we built a studio attached to the
garage. My old spinning wheel was promo-
ted to a more appropriate place of honor.
Passing by, sometimes I'd give it an affec-
tionate whirl and wonder whose hand had
turned it years ago in order to clothe her-
self and her family. I vowed that one of
these days I'd learn to make the old wheel
live again. But eight years had to pass be-
fore I was able to keep my promise.

While giving a spinning and weaving
demonstration at the annual Yorktown
Grange Fair, a Sleepy Hollow Restorations
official offered me a job demonstrating
eighteenth-century textile techniques at
Philipsburg Manor in North Tarrytown,
New York.

“You'd better go over and make sure
you’d really like that,” warned my
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In 1968, Lady Bird Johnson
was in the Hudson Valley to
accept the Ellis Island immi-
gration complex on behalf of
the federal government.
Sylvia had spun and woven a
lamb’s wool scatf for the First
Lady; its presentation made
the evening news.

solicitous husband. I fell in love with the
place and couldn’t wait to start working
there.

But an immediate problem arose. The
first thing I was expected to show visitors
was the operation of a beautiful, three-
hundred-year-old, Dutch walking wheel.
Horrors! I didn’t even know how to walk
my own great wheel.

Hurrying home, I said to Bob, “If I'm
going to take this job, a quick trip to the
Farmers Museum in Cooperstown for
some instruction is in order.”

The work at Philipsburg was interesting
and rewarding, and contact with Colonial
artifacts stimulated me to learn all I could
about eighteenth-century life. The Farmers
Museum drew me back to take a course in
candle-dipping, open-hearth cooking, and
the age-old practice of dyeing textiles with
natural dyestuffs.

A few handweavers in the area asked
me to help form a Westchester Handweav-
ers Guild, an undertaking that coincided
with the Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s publi-
cation of their new handbook, Dye Plants
and Dyeing. To introduce this booklet, the
garden’s Elizabeth Scholtz gave a lecture in
New York City, to which the members of
our new guild were invited. On the plat-

form stood an enormous color wheel of
yarns in many subtle and luscious hues ob-
tained from leaves, nuthulls, roots of
plants, tree barks, and many other natural
substances.

Elizabeth Scholtz mentioned her diffi-
culty obtaining untreated, unbleached
wools for experiments, giving me the op-
portunity to make her acquaintance. I had
a box of natural fleece and handspun yarn
she could have for the asking, and I could
give her other sources of supply. Elizabeth
soon became a valued friend, who subse-
quently invited me to assist her as occa-
sional guest instructor at the Garden’s
headquarters in Brooklyn, a connection
that in years to come brought me excep-
tional opportunities for worldwide travel.

Searching for ways to publicize the
newly formed Handweavers Guild of
Westchester, I hit upon an idea suggested
by the historic English tale about Squire
Sir John Throckmorton’s coat. According
to legend, Sir John made a bet with his
neighbor that he could dine at night wear-
ing a coat that had been wool on a sheep’s
back in the morning. To prove his conten-
tion, Sir John provided two sheep to be
shorn at daybreak. In record time, the clip
was scoured, spun, dyed, and woven. By
four o’clock, the tailors started cutting and
sewing the cloth, and at eight o’clock Sir
John walked into dinner clad in the result.
This purple hunting coat still exists in a
museum in Alcester, England. The idea of
duplicating this episode—the way cooking
demonstrations display a completed dish
while showing the preparatory steps—took
immediate root in my mind. A tailored
coat would be impossible, but weaving a
45-inch-square shawl could easily be un-
dertaken, suggesting the title from sheep
to shawl, and a Sleepy Hollow Restoration
property was a logical place for its perfor-
mance.

One Saturday afternoon, guild members
(attired in simulated eighteenth-century
apparel of their own contriving) appeared
on the spacious grounds of the Van Cort-
landt Manor House in Croton-on-Hudson.
Sheep, spinning wheels, and hand looms
were brought in. Iron cauldrons full of yel-
low dye derived from onion skins were
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suspended above log fires. Elizabeth
Scholtz from the Brooklyn Botanic Garden
graciously attended to the dyeing. The oc-
casion was so successful it became an an-
nual event for many years and is continued
now as a week-long educational program
for school children.

My old wheel still hadn’t finished with
me. In the spring of 1968, Mrs. Lyndon
Johnson visited the lower Hudson Valley
to accept the Ellis Island immigration
complex for the federal government from
the governor of the State of New York,
Nelson Rockefeller. (At that time, Rocke-
feller is alleged to have remarked that it
was nice to be receiving a check instead of
giving one.) Mrs. Johnson’s itinerary inclu-
ded a tour of the Van Cortlandt Manor
House, and the handweavers’ guild was
asked to give a private performance of its
sheep-to-shawl for her entertainment. It
became my privilege to conduct her
around the demonstration. Pausing to

watch the ram being shorn, Mrs. Johnson
said, in her pleasant Southern voice,
“That’s the biggest, fattest sheep I ever
saw. Why is the animal so docile?”

“We told him this was a very special oc-
casion,” the shepherd replied with a grin.

I had spun some lamb’s wool and woven
a shawl to give the First Lady. When I pre-
sented it, CBS cameras zoomed in to put
the event on national Saturday-evening
television news, giving me another memo-
1y to treasure.

Eventually the house in the woods had
to be relinquished. The Early American
furniture collected over the years became
the focus of the Sylvia Thorne room in the
Town of Yorktown Museum.

Now, when I'm asked how I got
involved in all of this, I can truthfully say
that during the Great Depression my late
husband squandered a quarter to buy me
an old spinning wheel. <

THE MONGOLD

TOP WHORL DROP SPINDLE

® Beautiful precision handcrafted drop spindles.

¢ Handturned for perfect balance.

ZE.llilg'e

Wzl Co

85 Years of Experience

1130 WEISS ST.
FRANKENMUTH, Ml 48734
517-652-2920
KATE & GARY ZEILINGER

® Whotl notches features elongated hook design; provides
effortless entry, exit and centering of yarn.

¢ Fluted shaft with knobbed finial enables non-slip rolling.

® Made of wood/resin material; strong, durable, impact-
resistant.

® Unique etched designs on 3 /2" whorls and shafts.

® Available in black with white etching or ivory with black
etching.

® Overall length 12" weight approx. 70 grams.

® Price $38.50 postpaid
® Satisfaction guaranteed
® Dealer Inquiries Invited

Includes excellent instructions by
Connie Delaney (owner of
Spincraft Pattern Newsletter).

Send checks or money order to:

Dan Mongold
327 S. Bozeman Ave.

Bozeman, MT 59715 |

(406) 586-3794

Our staff and up-to-date carding machinery provides
our wool customers with a product that is
“Second to None”!

Zeilingers are offering the following processing rates from
June 2 to August 31, 1996

1) Your Raw Fleece processed for comforters, quilts,
mattress pads, pillows, roving and spinning batts:
51bs. or more  $4.40 per lb.
2) Your Raw Mohair, Alpaca, Llama, Angora, and other
exotic fibers processed for roving or spinning batts:
51bs. ormore $5.25 perlb.

3) Your Fine Wools: 51Ibs. ormore $5.50 per Ib.

4) Your Prewashed Wool for comforters, quilts, mattress
pads and pillows: 3 Ibs. ormore $3.90 perlb.
Your Prewashed Wool processed for roving or spinning
batts: 3lbs, ormore  $3.90 per Ib.

5) Your Prewashed Fibers: Mohair, Fine Wools, Alpaca,
Llama, and other exotic fibers for spinning:

3lbs. ormore $4.75 perlb.

6) 100% Angora for spinning (no matts):
$5.00 per Ib.

You can receive a 10% DISCOUNT on your processing
if you PAY IN ADVANCE when you ship your fibers. We
accept Mastercard, Visa, personal check, or money
order inserted with instructions. Shipping charges are extra.

—OFFERS NOT GOOD WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT—
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Woolgathering

by Sylvia Newton Thorne

Sylvia Thorne at Philipsburg
Manor, an eighteenth-century
restoration site in North Tar-
rytown, New York.

T THE FIRST SHIVER of winter in

the chilly regions of this globe,

most of us grab a sweater and wrig-
gle into the comfortable warmth of wool.
Wrapped up in this simple act is a story
that began centuries ago, when man first
devised ways to put wool off a sheep’s back
onto his own.

“Woolgathering” is not just an epithet
for the absent-minded, who in vague con-
fusion sometimes muddle spinning with
weaving. The tapestry of mankind’s histo-
ry is interwoven with the eventful story of
wool. There has never been enough of it.
Early Greeks, for example, considered wool
to be a symbol of wealth. Throughout the
years, wherever sheep flourished, the
severest laws regulated their distribution
as well as that of the cloth woven from
their fleeces. In 1699, the British Parlia-
ment passed a law forbidding the export of

American-woven woolens under penalty of
the loss of the right hand—one of the de-
crees that led to the American Revolution.
The first man to stretch some threads
between two sticks and weave himself a
loin cloth put fig leaves forever out of fash-
ion. But he couldn’t have done this at all
until a method had been stumbled upon of
twisting short fibers into suitable lengths.
Educated conjecture places Mesopo-
tamia as the home of the earliest wool-
gatherers. This region also happened to be
the natural habitat of shrubs with ten-inch
(25-cm) spines. Anyone who has observed
the trail of fleecy strands that sheep often
leave impaled on thorny hedgerows as they
graze past can easily picture that gleaning
these slivers could be a worthwhile occu-
pation. Matting them into felt must have
proved useful; trying to elongate them
would have been an obvious development.
Twisting the fiber added
strength, and a long spine or
pointed stick was an easy way
to achieve this. Attaching a
weight, or whorl, to this primi-
tive implement would keep it
rotating with a flick of the fin-
gers, and the fibers could be
pieced together continuously.
The earliest spindles unearthed
by archaeologists have been
identified as spines from this
indigenous shrubbery. It has
been theorized that a spindle
whorl may even have inspired
the wheel. Surely the act of hur-
riedly removing yarn from the
top of an accidentally broken
spindle whirling away on the
floor prompted some observant
youngster to convert the danc-
ing “top” into a toy.
Today’s highly valued Meri-

106 SPIN- OFF

Summer 1996



no sheep, still unsurpassed for their thick,
wavy fineness of fleece, can bleat their an-
cestry back to Roman times. Their intro-
duction into Spain at the beginning of the
Christian era became a success story illus-
trated by the Spanish proverb, “Wherever
the feet of sheep have trod, pastures turn
to gold.” Two hundred of this breed were
part of the reparations Britain demanded
after Drake defeated the Spanish Armada.
But history moved forward two hundred
years before England collected the prized
animals. The story has its modern counter-
part in Australia, whose economy is still
wrapped in wool. At one time, any man
caught exporting a Merino ram [from
Spain| would have risked a lynching.

Until about 1767, every inch of yarn, for
whatever purpose, was spun off the tips of
handspindles by the deft fingers of the
human hand. Spinning wheels are a rela-
tively modern innovation. They appear to
have been used first in the Far East in the
thirteenth century, simply to skein spun
yarn from the spindle. One might specu-
late that the first wheel for spinning could
have resulted from an accident to the hand
of some hapless female, whose husband
cleverly solved this disaster to his standard
of living by mounting the spindle into a
holding device, enabling it to be belt-dri-
ven by a wheel.

Such a cumbersome object, however,
must have met with considerable feminine
opposition. The wretched thing couldn’t be
carried about in the manner of the Greek
woman, who, according to R. J. Forbes’
Studies in Ancient Technology, “bore a
pitcher on her head, and with one arm led
a horse, while all the way she went she
span. Having gone to the well and wa-
tered her horse, she came back the way she
had gone, with the pitcher of water on her
head, and the horse dragging on her arm,
while she kept twirling her spindle.”

Unspun fibers were attached to a
distaff—a stick with a purpose—which be-
came so identified with women that the
distaff side of a married couple’s family
still denotes the wife’s progenitors and
spinster remains in our language, the legal
term for an unmarried female.

By the sixteenth century, Italy’s immor-
tal Leonardo da Vinci put his genius to
work on the pressing problem of yarn pro-

duction and invented a method to wind
the yarn onto a bobbin continuously while
it was being drawn out by the spinner. Da
Vinci’s mechanism was developed after his
death by Johann Jurgen, a German wood-
carver. The treadle came into existence,
enabling a woman to sit at her task and
keep her wheel rotating by foot-power.
This left her hands free to improve the
quality of thread and speed its delivery.
Even so, it took all day to spin half a
pound, which a weaver could use up in less
than an hour.

Until about 1767, every inch of yarn, for
whatever purpose, was spun off the tips of
handspindles by the deft fingers
of the human hand.

Jurgen’s little Saxony wheel began to re-
place the handspindle. With variations, its
use gradually spread to all Europe and
eventually to the New World.

The American continent acquired its
first sheep on the West Coast from the
conquering Spaniards. In the East, the
Dutch were establishing Nieuw Amster-
dam, and in 1625 the Dutch East India
Company sent a flock of sheep to the
growing colony, then dependent upon im-
ported woolens. Five sheep were needed to
provide clothing, blankets, and other nec-
essary domestic fabrics for a family of five
people. One account relates that thirty
pounds of fleece produced enough cloth to
finish a cloak, a jacket, and a pair of
breeches.

In the Colonial economy, weavers were
frequently itinerant artisans, traveling be-
tween farmhouses to weave the yarns spun
during the year by the womenfolk. These
hard-working fellows weren’t always too
highly regarded. For example, when one
gentleman staying overnight at a tavern in
Northern Westchester, New York, awoke
to find two men occupying other beds in
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the room, he wrote in his diary, “The men
were very dirty—so were obviously
weavers.” In the eighteenth century,
soap—not the easiest commodity to come
by—was more essential for washing the
grease from cloth!

In 1793 it was recorded that three Meri-
no lambs were consigned to Andrew
Craigie of Cambridge, Massachusetts, a
gift from a friend who obtained them in
Spain. Mr. Craigie, unfortunately unaware
of their extraordinary value, was more in
need of food at the time, so he butchered
them. Ten years later he was to pay $1,000
for a single Merino ram.

But not all the yarns were woven into
cloth. A Colonial wag is said to have
remarked that he found only one thing
wrong with spinning: though it kept
women’s hands and feet busy, it left their
tongues free. So while the wheels whirred,
“spinning yarns” from local gossip became
a fine art.

Techniques of spinning, an individual
skill handed on from mothers to daughters,
developed very slowly. Wool cards—
leather-covered wooden paddies enmeshed
with wire teeth like a curry comb—seem
to have been made during the thirteenth

Picture, if you can, three hundred

women spinning on Boston Common.

century to prepare raw wool for spinning,
Before that, seed heads of teasels, a variety
of thistle with hooked awns, were used to
“tease” and clean the fleece. Latin for this-
tle is carduus. To this day wool is carded
and card-clothing is the term for the cover-
ing and wire teeth surrounding the cylin-
ders of modern carding machinery. As re-
cently as twenty years ago, teasels
{Dipsacus sativus, formerly D. fullonum,
or fullers’ teasels) were raised commercial-
ly near Skaneateles, New York—the town
Mark Twain once said reminded him of a
lady friend: “Not very far from Auburn.”
All this labor had some beguiling
aspects. Nowadays, a young man might
show a natural interest in his intended’s

skill at making apple pie. But two hundred
years ago his very well-being could depend
upon her ability to spin a fine thread—and
plenty of it! Spinning bees and contests
were part of the social scene. Picture, if
you can, three hundred women spinning
on Boston Common. In some places com-
petition was extreme; in Litchfield, Con-
necticut, contests were prohibited as detri-
mental to a woman’s health.

The preparation of a distaff, the impor-
tant stick used to hold shining unspun
flax, was undertaken with painstaking
care. On festive occasions, a smiling lass
was apt to top her distaff with a flower.
Then if a swain could manage to remove it
without causing the spinster to break her
thread, he would be entitled to a kiss. In
courtship, “saying it” with a present of a
handsomely carved distaff was more pow-
erful than posies. Sailors on long whaling
voyages made spinning equipment decorat-
ed with scrimshaw for the girls they left at
home.

As the lavish eighteenth century began
to bloom, John Kay in England invented
the fly-shuttle loom and James Hargreaves
put together his spinning “jenny,” which
yielded eight threads with the turning of
one large wheel. Poor handspinners and
weavers looked upon these new-fangled de-
vices as the grimmest threat to their liveli-
hood. They smashed them and set fire to
them whenever they could. Hargreaves
died a poor man and Kay was forced to
leave England to develop the forerunner of
the modern loom on the continent. In
Danzig, the inventor of the first power
loom was drowned to “protect the poor.”

The nineteenth century puffed ahead
with the newly discovered might of steam.
Textile industry moved from cottage to
factory. Horses, donkeys, and dogs were
delivered from the torment of treadmills.
A way of life commenced to crumble.

The invention of English textile
machinery brought disaster to cottage in-
dustry. Mechanized factories reversed the
customary roles of male and female. Spin-
ning mills became the concern of men and
boys, while women were allotted jobs at
clattering looms in long sheds reverberat-
ing with deafening clamor. The appalling
physical endurance became even greater,
and the poor were further obliged to sur-
vive as best they could in festering hovels
within the precincts of textile factories.

The machine age of cloth-making was
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thriving in Massachusetts by the middle of
the century, and children were traditional-
ly so much a part of the scene that a report
from the State Senate read, “the
requirement that children should not work
more than 60 hours per week is unwise.
The work is very light, and moving about
as they do, 12 hours confinement (a day} in
a factory is less injurious to their health
than 6 hours in school.”

Could anyone then alive have predicted
that chemistry was going to provide the
world with hundreds of manmade fibers to
blend with precious wool? Our generation
tosses away without a qualm clothing that
would have been salvaged for other uses
until there was nothing left of it.

But anyone who shrugs off
handspinning as a “lost art” is unaware
that in some parts of the world it has never
ceased. In the United States, for instance,
Navajo women continue to spin sitting on
the ground, rhythmically twirling their
long wooden spindles against their thighs.

The deeper we become engulfed in
push-button, computerized living, the
more powerfully the past exerts a personal
humanizing appeal. Antique spinning
wheels, now scarce, have soared in price.
And the former drudgery of spinning has
become a relaxing hobby for a surprising
number of people, estimated at more than
1400 in the United States alone.* <

Sylvia Thorne, of Yorktown Heights, New
York, turned 99 last December 15. She
says she “always meant to send [an] arti-
cle to Spin-Off, but never got around to
it.” Sylvia wrote both of these wonderful
pieces in the early 1980s.

Julie von Wettberg Henken, another
member of the Handweavers Guild of
Westchester, set things in motion for this,
publication, saying, “Sylvia Thorne  is
an inspiration to all of us. She learned
on her own, proving we can, too. But when
we need help, she’s there. The first time I
met her, she took me in hand literally and
showed me how to wind a [center-pull]
ball. For those who collect old wheels
and then throw up their hands in despair,
Sylvia calmly examines the muddle, mur-
murs that it appears to be like (fill in a
wheel she once saw, years ago), fiddles
quietly, and then tells us to ‘try it now,
dear. It always works. [This article]
gives only a glimpse of this remarkable
womar. [S]he was born in England,

studied in pre-World War I Germany, was
recalled hurriedly in 1914, came over to
the U.S. with her father (who must be one
of the earliest of corporate transfers via
Kodak), crisscrossed this country with a
traveling marionette troupe, and met her

“[T|he requirement that children should not
work more than 60 hours per week is unwise.
The work is very light, and moving about as
they do, 12 hours confinement (a day) in
a factory is less injurious to their

health than 6 hours in school.”

future husband on a lifeboat after a ship-
wreck in the 1920s off Canada. She recent-
ly showed me snapshots she took of pas-
sengers in lifejackets lined up waiting to
board their rowboats. I can’t imagine hav-
ing the presence of mind to do that

and I'm a reporter!” Thanks to Julie and
Sylvia for clueing us in and providing
moore terrific photos than we can fit into
this issue.

Resources

Schetky, EthelJane McD., Carol H. Wood-
ward, and Elizabeth Sholtz, editors. Dye
Plants and Dyeing: A Handbook. Balti-
more, Maryland: Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den, 1964. A special printing of Plants
and Gardens 20, no. 3.

Forbes, R. J. Studies in Ancient Technolo-
gy. Volume 4 of 9. Leiden: E. J. Brill,
1955- and 1964-

* Sylvia Thorne wrote this text a while ago.
Spin°Off's recent subscriber list counts 13,000
who receive the magazine by mail, and another
11,500 who buy single copies from various
sources. Individual magazines are sent to all
fifty states (for the lows and highs, 13 go to the
District of Columbia and 17 to Hawaii, while
1391 are sent to California and 785 to Washing-
ton state), as well as to thirty-eight other coun-
tries.
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1 Summer 1996 $5.50
White!, Out and
about with Spinning

(A Spring 1996 $5.50
Hidden Treasures,
Angora Felt

1 Winter 1995 $5.50
Spinning with Kids,
Blending Fibers

(J SUMMER 1995 $5.50
Drum Carding
Part 2: Blending

(1 SPRING 1995 ¢5.50
Spindle Spinning,
Critter Contest

(0 WINTER 1994 $4.50
Basic Drum Carding,
Angora

[d FALL 1994 g450
Machine Knitting:
Basic to Advanced

YES' Send me the
Spin:Off back issues
checked above, For
shipping and handling,

see chart. Please pay in LS.

funds. (Colorado residents
add 3% sales tax.)

Enclosed is my check/money order for$

(J SUMMER 1994 s4.50
Silk Special

(d SPRING 1994 $4.50
Why Spin?, Dealing
with Physical and
Creative Obstacles
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1977-1993 $5.00

L WINTER 1993 $4.50
Handspun Blankets,
Sweater Vests

[ FALL 1993 s4.50
Worsted Yarns,
Combing

[J SUMMER 1993 450
Musk Ox, Solar
Dyeing
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Great Wheels, Rugs

We are now able to process
your fibers into

COMBED TOP!

Your medium to coarse raw fleece ...$9.00/1b.
3-4 inch staple length minimum
25 Ib. minimum run

Your raw mohair, fine wool, alpaca
and llama.......cceceeeeereencinecrennennens $11.00/1b.

3-4 inch staple length minimum
25 1Ib. minimum run

Prewashed fibers, medium to
COBESL. . v oo o bbb 6050 R HRRIHS 455 $8.00/1b.

Prewashed fibers, fine..................... $9.00/1b.
3-4 inch staple length minimum
15 Ib. minimum run

Call or write for more information

2 81“@8
W2l

1130 WEISS ST.
FRANKENMUTH, MI 48734
517-652-2920
0. KATE & GARY ZEILINGER

New Directions for an Ancient Craft |

Shipping & Handling
If order TOTALS:.
$5.50 & under v
8§5.5T 10/ $10.00.. i 55 sremainssossse
$10.01 t0 $16.00....ocvvirnissiersacne
$16.01 t0$30.00 ..o 35,25
$30.01 t0 850,00 vevcvevremrrrrrrsrrersnrens $9.7"
$50.01 to $75,00
Over $75.00............

Credit card orders call (800) 645-3675.
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City/State/Zip

Daytime phone

P.S. If you don’t want to tear this page from your
magazine, send a photocopy, or let us know in writing

which back issues you want.

(800) 645-3675

: ) INTERWEAVE PRESS
201 East Fourth Street, Dept. A-SA
Loveland, Colorado 80537-5655

r

; elting is one of the most ancient textile crafts, and also one

of the easiest. This book covers the history and culture of
felting, as well as technique. All the information needed to start
felting is here—including equipment, instructions, and patterns.
Experienced felters will benefit from the chapters on sculpture
and relief work. Parents and teachers will enjoy the in-depth dis- |
cussion on teaching children to felt. Felt is filled with pho- &8
tographs to inspire both beginner and advanced felters in this
fuzzy and functional fun. $24.95 plus $5.25 shipping.

Available July 1996
To order call (800) 645-3675

INTERWEAVE PRESS
Dept. A-SI ® 201 E. 4th St. ® Loveland, CO 80537-5655
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Tips & Techniques

Changing flyers on a

double-drive Ashford
Traditional

I've got a Traditional double-drive. I
made what I consider a wonderful mod-
ification which enables me to change
from standard to jumbo flyer in no time,
and also allows me to change bobbins
more easily (when I'm not changing fly-
ers).

The problem became apparent when
I bought the jumbo flyer kit. To use this
flyer, I had to change the front maiden
to accommodate its larger orifice (need-
ed to fit thicker yarn). This involved un-
screwing the standard maiden, and plac-
ing in and screwing in the jumbo maid-
en. Ashford supplies wood screws to
hold the maidens, and I didn’t like the
potential damage to the maidens which
might be caused by constant changing
back and forth. I’d also have to find a
screwdriver and spend at least five min-
utes at an awkward angle unscrewing
and screwing things.

Optimally, in my mind, changing fly-
ers should take less than a minute, re-
quire no extra tools, and cause no harm
to any part of the wheel.

I came up with a solution. On the
double-drive wheel, the entire mother-
of-all is positioned forward of the wheel.
This is its saving grace, and as far as [
can tell my trick won’t work on a sin-
gle-drive wheel.

I removed the front maiden, tossed
out the evil wood screw, and equipped
the maiden with a special bit of hard-
ware which has a wood screw on one
end and is threaded for a wing-nut on
the other end. When the maiden is in-
stalled, the screw and wing-nut hang off
the bottom of the mother-of-all, but be-
cause this is in front of the wheel, it
doesn’t get in the way of spinning. I put
a similar screw on the bottom of the
jumbo flyer’s front maiden. These screws
will remain forever in the maidens.
Time to modify maidens: five minutes
each. Tools needed: fingers to twist the
screw into the maiden (use the wing-nut
to twist the screw).

Now it’s simple to change from stan-
dard to jumbo flyer. I take the drive band
off the wheel, remove the old flyer, flip
the mother-of-all on its side (via the
hinge), and give the wing-nut a twirl.

The wing-nut flies off, I remove the
metal washer (which protects the un-
derside of the mother-of-all’s wood from
the tightened wing-nut), pop in the re-
placement maiden, replace the washer
and wing-nut, and lightly tighten things
in place.

I put on the new flyer, and, before I
tighten the wing-nut all the way, I spin
the flyer with my finger (the driveband’s
still off) and adjust the angle of the front
maiden until the flyer spins freely. Now
I tighten the maiden, put the driveband
back in place, and start spinning,.

Time to change flyers: about one
minute. The hardest part is putting the
driveband back on the wheel.

With my new arrangement I can also
change bobbins quickly and without
ever touching the rear maiden. I reach
under the front maiden, loosen the wing-
nut by a quarter-twist or less, twist the
front maiden slightly, and the flyer
comes out. When I am done changing
the bobbin, I put the flyer back, do the
quick spins I described above to ensure
that the maidens are parallel, tighten the
wing-nut on the front maiden, replace
the driveband, and spin.

To get the appropriate screw, I took
the front maiden to my friendly hard-
ware store and told them I wanted to put
a wing-nut-style screw in the bottom.
They found the appropriate screws,
wing-nuts, and washers for me.

—Karyn Pichnarczyk,
Sunnyvale, California

Thrums

Because of my son’s coat in the spring
issue of Spin- Off (“Dean’s Coat of Many
Thrums,” page 46), many people have
asked about the unique yarns I spin.
Again I must give credit to Georgia
Mommaerts of Quail Hill Carding. She
got me started on this journey of respin-
ning yarns, which began as “throwing
caution to the wind,” not knowing what
the end product was going to be. Since
then, I have begun to save my scraps of
yarn in carefully planned color piles.The
first thing to realize about this respin-
ning of yarns is that you never have to
worry about using handspun in a proj-
ect that doesn’t work. T have even reused
cloth and failed felting experiments (as
long as the item hasn’t actually felted).

I tried to felt giviut. Because I knew I
couldn’t take it apart to reknit it, I cut
it into 3-inch (7.5-cm) squares, sent them
to Georgia with a bit of alpaca, some
wool, and more giviut, and she kindly
sent back a cloud of fluff to spin again.
No crying over the price of the fiber lost
to learning.

What about the loss in cutting into
handspun, handwoven fabric—what
about the resulting scraps? They are so
precious that I even thought about wall-
papering a wall with them so I wouldn’t
have to throw them in the trash. Don't!
Recard and spin them again.

This is also a great way to reuse old
sweaters found in the attic or yard
sales—you know, the ones that are cash-
mere or great wool, but that you
wouldn’t wear in a million years, unless
you were sent back in time?! These are
great sources for fiber! Cut them into 3-
inch (7.5-cm} squares, add a bit of other
fibers if you want, and soon you’ll be
respinning something you thought was
so ugly your dog wouldn’t chew it into
yarn you can knit or weave into a great
item of beauty. The price is one you’d
only dreamed existed: the cost of card-
ing and your time.

Another great source of fibers for re-
carding is those sample yarn cards we
all have lying around collecting dust.
Yarns you'll never order—throw them
into the thrum pile. They are the per-
fect size—3 inches. (Anything less will
give you an end product that resembles
dryer lint, so make sure the bulk of the
yarn is this long.) You’ll get wonderful
blends to work with. What about the 10-
inch (25-cm) scraps left over from the
last sweater you made, or the yarn waste
from the back of the loom? You can even
sort them for fiber content or color, or
try mixing them together and see what
happens. I just spun some black alpaca,
to which I had added brightly colored
wool scraps and yarn from sample cards.

This is the no-waste solution for the
scraps we all have lying around. You
never need to add any other fiber—the
yarns will open up, blend, and spin beau-
tifully. So have fun, use your imagina-
tion, and create yarns so unique people
will want to know where they can get
some.

—Lynn Rosa, Salt Lake City, Utah

—continues on page 119
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more Letters . ..

(continued from page 6)

esting buttons. Upended knitted squares
became diamond shapes, which led to
embellishments of tiny beads, some se-
quins. And then = what the hey I
sewed a von Ammon label on the back
of each sweater—on the outside.
—Helen von Ammon,
San Francisco, California

Dear SpinOff,

Recently by e-mail, in response to my
suggestion that she try spinning on an
antique wheel, a spinning instructor
replied, “I've had too many students
who wanted to learn how to spin on
their antique wheels to be enamored of
antique wheels. I like to relax and be
productive. I can think of a dozen rea-
sons not to spin on one.”

Unfortunately, I misplaced the re-
spondent’s address so I could not reply,
but I thought my intended response and
comments might interest your readers:

Sorry to learn that you’ve had such a
bad experience with antique wheels, but
this is to be expected. Old and antique
wheels are invariably broken, out of
alignment, or at best, worn out. Of
course they won't spin well. Be assured,
however, that—when properly restored
—antique wheels spin very well. Some
will be exceptional spinners, as good as
or better than the best wheels made
today.

Spinning wheels, both old and new,
are simple machines, but their require-
ments are stringent and critical. The
drive wheel must be straight, balanced,
and concentric. All parts must be di-
mensionally stable. Friction on moving
parts must be properly aligned, and flyer
hooks must be smooth and polished.
Provided you start with a decent wheel
{not all old wheels were good wheels),
and provided the above requirements are
met, you will have a good spinner.

Try to recall some of those old wheels
you and your students tried to spin on,
and I'm sure you will find that they
lacked some or most of the foregoing re-
quirements. No wonder they wouldn’t
spin well. Would you expect to discov-
er an 85-year-old car in a barn where it
had stood idle for 75 years, fill it with
gas, and drive it away? There is a simi-
larity between today’s spinners who use
old wheels and the collectors of old cars.
In each case, their machines are no
longer a necessity, but they have a cer-

tain charm that somehow the newer
models don’t have, and they all require
some “fixing up” to get them going
again.

—Bill Ralph, Rome, Pennsylvania

Dear Spin-Off,

I enjoyed the series of articles on an-
tique wheels so much that when three
came across my path over the next year,
I had to adopt them. The first and third,
both great wheels with Miner’s heads,
required only new axles, drive bands, lu-
brication, and adjustment. The second
was a beautiful double-drive Saxony that
the previous owner used only as a con-
versation piece. When she redecorated,
it no longer suited her living room and
I grabbed it. Unfortunately, the entire
treadle assembly and distaff were miss-
ing and the flyer, whorl, and bobbin were
chipped, causing the wheel to throw its
drive band regularly. I spoke to a num-
ber of woodworkers and cabinet makers
who said they would try but couldn’t get
to my wheel for X weeks due to other
commissions. In the meantime, during
a visit to the Ozark Folk Center at
Mountain View, Arkansas, I heard about
Jerry Jensen, a wheel builder and restorer
who was luckily a spinner as well.

To make a long, fun story short, he
worked wonders with my treasure. He
built the necessary treadle assembly and
distaff, adapted the worn flyer spindle
to accommodate a new whorl, made
new bobbins with greater yarn capacity
than the original, and generally tight-
ened and tuned the wheel. He also took
time to figure out the wheel’s quirks and
how to spin around them. He took spe-
cial care to replicate the original turn-
ings for the new distaff and footman.
Best of all, it is now one of the nicest
wheels I have ever used, and he com-
pleted it all before the date he set for
completion.

Mr. Jensen’s craftsmanship comes
from being a longtime woodworker and
from completing many new wheels and
restorations since building his first
wheel for his mother in 1979 Neither
his wheels nor restoration work is in-
expensive, but believe me, anyone tak-
ing a treasured heirloom to him is plac-
ing it in competent, caring hands. He
can be contacted by mail at HC 74, Box
238, Mountain View, Arkansas 72560.

—Marilyn Dickerson,
Beebe, Arkansas

Editor’s note: There are two Jerry
Jensens caring for spinning wheels—

thanks, Marilyn, for letting us know
about your discovery of Arkansas’
Jerry Jensen. Good wheel restorers are
treasured. Wisconsin is fortunate
enough to have Jerry Jensen, of Jensen
Wheels in Wisconsin Dells, whose
contemporary wheels with a solid
traditional flavor are available
through dealers.

Dear SpinrOff,

So I'm making a vest for my brother,
the oriental rug salesman, and putting a
really great camel on it—my version
from looking at a bunch of Turkish rugs.
I teach knitting and tell my students of
the importance of gauge swatches ad in-
finitum. 1 dutifully made my swatch. Six
stitches per inch. I made my graph.
Looks good. Begin knitting.

I also tell my students to check their
work now and then to be sure they’re on
gauge. I did that, checking my most re-
cent knitting. BUT!! when I would hold
up the knitting, it just didn’t look big
enough. What a dilemma!

So here’s the answer: the fiber I'm
using is Merino/flax, commercially pre-
pared top, which I spun fairly hard and
plied. I washed and set the twist with
no weighting, as usual. No problem. Ap-
parently as I knitted the stitches, I was
stretching the fiber ever so little, but
stretching it nevertheless. I was check-
ing my current gauge, not yesterday’s
gauge—or any of the earlier knitting
where the fibers had relaxed and re-
gained their initial crimp.

Now, we all know about the dreaded
gauge swatch, and we even know to take
the swatch off the needles to get a good
measure. And some of us even have the
patience to let the swatch sit overnight,
and/or to wash and dry it as we will
when we have a finished garment.

The result of my not taking time, or
considering the importance of the
overnight rest, ended up costing me a
week of knitting a bunch of fabric at six
or seven stitches per inch, give or take
a few stitches.

-—Margaret Keith, Eugene, Oregon

P.S. Overheard at the Black Sheep Gath-
ering: Mother to small child, “Feel the
sheep, darling, that’s linoleum. After
they shave the sheep, they wash the hair
to get that off.”

Dear Spin-Off,
I don’t spin, but two nights back, I
read issues from the last four years. I

—continues on page 117
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Cpinners (Yonnection
O

Every writer experiences that
nemesis known as “writer's block.”
Inspiration seems to fly out the win-
dow of the mind as the panic of dead-
lines arises. Today's mail brought the
Peachtree Handspinners Guild
Newsletter (Georgia), edited by Paula
Vester. Annie Hall's “message from
the co-president” is so right on that
I asked permission to share a portion
with all of you.

“Greetings, Spinsters! I've been
waxing philosophical for a while now
but I'll kindly spare you most of the
details. The big dialogue I've been
having with myself, a la Plato, con-
cerns sameness vs. difference. When
I get down to it, I realize that I like
people who are like me. I'm uncom-

U
by Ann Klinect

of me (but not my handspun ones!). I
want someone to inspire me, to show
me something new, to challenge me
to think of or try something I might
not have thought of myself.

“And why do we spin? Is it be-
cause we love the calming, soothing,
meditative effect it has on us, or is it
because we want Tibetan socks in six-
teen colors before the winter is out?
Process or product? But that's a dif-
ferent question isn't it?

“Back to our differences. When we
planned our meetings for the year, I
wanted to find a way to not only ac-
knowledge our different skills, but to
celebrate and learn from them.
More on that later. Until then, I offer
thanks to our soothing sameness, but

fortable with people who are too different from me. And I'm
intolerant of people who are way too different from me. One
of the things I love about the Guild is that we gather togeth-
er to share a common interest. I feel comfortable here. We talk
the same language.

“But another thing I love about us is our differences. Some
of us knit, some of us weave, some crochet, some don't do any
of the above. Some of us have an Ashford Traditional, others
of us collect wheels. We spin gossamer webs for lace or bulky
yarns for socks. We love to spin cotton or are terrified of it. I
get bored with sameness. Even though I find it comforting, it
doesn't help me grow. [ want someone to shock the socks off

vive la difference!”

And to conclude, this quote from Connie LaLena in a
newsletter from Mesa Fiber Arts Guild (Colorado): “Each mem-
ber knows something that another member wants to learn.
You don't have to be an ‘expert’ or even an ‘intermediate’ to
be able to pass on something you know. In fact, it often works
best for beginners to teach; they know what it's like to be a
beginner!”

To share newsletters from my files, send a SASE business-
letter-sized envelope with 2 ounces' worth of postage to me.
All mail for this column should be sent to: Ann W, Klinect,
PO Box 8505, Everett, WA 98201.

During the hot summertime, many
of us are not ready to start planning
Christmas, but program committees
might want inspiration for the upcom-
ing season. Central Ohio Weaver's Guild
{Ohio) suggests a Christmas Ornament
Relay. Looms were set up for projects
that required no more than fifteen min-
utes of weaving time, and there were
pre-cut felt Christmas trees to embell-
ish. Each participant took home at least
ten ornaments.

A year ago, we reported on the
Choctawhatchee Bay Spinners Guild
(Florida) project of dressing donated dolls
to be auctioned to raise money for a bat-
tered women's shelter. The auction was
a huge success, but there's more to the
story! Last year one of the donated dolls
went home with a visitor from
Strathroy, Ontario, Canada. Four mem-

bers of the Pioneer Treadlers Spinners
and Weavers (Canada) dressed “Abigail
Rose” as a little girl from Upper Cana-
da during the 1850s and shipped her,
complete with a handmade swing, to
Florida for the auction.

Members of the Canton Weavers and
Spinners Guild (Ohio) are preparing for
an Interpretational Exhibit by taking ad-
vantage of a rare opportunity to view the
complete permanent collection of the
Canton Museum of Art. Each partici-
pant will select an item from the col-
lection and interpret it in a fiber creation
(other than a garment—there will be a
separate fashion show).

To encourage the exploration of nat-
ural dyes, members of Morning Fiber
(Pennsylvania) held a seed exchange, in-
volving any plants used for dyeing. And
the Whitewater Spinners and Weavers

Guild (Wisconsin) offered to pay for
plants and seeds if volunteers would
commit to growing dyeplants to share
at the annual dye day.

A highlight of this year's Sharlott
Hall Museum Folk Arts Fair, Prescott,
Arizona will be a sheep drive right
through the streets. Under the watchful
eyes of sheepdogs, the sheep will move
to the museum, where they will be
shorn. Members of the Mountain Spin-
ners and Weavers Guild will then card,
spin, wash, dye, and weave the fleece
into fabric.

The Central Ohio Weavers Guild's
annual membership booklet utilizes a
wonderfully simple coding system to
identify members' fiber interests.

Matts and Fluff, the newsletter pub-
lished by the Northern California An-
gora Guild, notes that newly spun an-
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100% Angora & Angora Blends

Now available from USA’s Top Breeders of English Angora Rabbits!
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All Angora Wool is Hand Plucked
making it Shed-Resistant.
Easily Spun, Great Colors to Choose From
We Feature Angora Merino &

Angora Alpaca Blends
Fuzzy, Soft, Warm & Irresistible!
Send $3.00 for samples, refundable with order!

Happy J Farms 409-387-2521
PO Box 214, Dept S, Beasley, TX 77417

Birken-Socks

an anatomically correct sock
sock Kkits by Priscilla Gibson-Roberts
plus her new cherry lap spindle

Q Spelsau & Gotland fleece, rovings & batts j
@ catalogue $2 samples $5 (706) 743-5120
norsk fjord fiber, po box 271-so, lexington, ga 30648

pinecreek farm don & debbie krug

ANGORA GOATS
registered and colored
jensen spinning wheels ¢ mohair
roving ¢ samples $1.00 plus long SASE

Pinecreek Farm, 2095 phillips road

u &;‘- deford, mi 48729
(517) 872-5496

(@B)[Z=L) Order line only 800-77-GOATS (46287)

° T 'HE ORIGINAL NO-RINSE WOOL WASH
~— Contains Eucalyptus, a natural moth-inhibitor
—— Contains Lgnolin, a natural conditioner
—— Gentle cleanser and conditioner
—— Recommended for all fine fibers
(including silk, cotton, linen & wool)
= Requires no rinsing
= Contains no detergents or phosphates
—Is 100% biodegradable
— Concentrated
—— Use caution when washing hand-dyed yarns

PARIS SOUTHERN LIGHTS, INC.
P.O. Box 374, Paris, ON Canada N3L 3T5
Ph: (519) 442-2988 *Dealer Inquiries Welcome*

for all of your
fine washables.

*Sold as “Lanocreme” in Canada

gora is notorious for unplying itself. It
suggests that you give your yarn a rest
by leaving freshly plied yarn on the bob-
bin overnight before winding it off.

Borderline Spinners (Pennsylva-
nia/Maryland border) are working on a
different kind of challenge this year. A
member donated a “funky” fleece to be
divided among everyone wanting to par-
ticipate. Each person who took fleece in
January is to bring their handspun cre-
ations to the December meeting for a
grab-bag drawing.

The Craft Guild of Iowa City (Iowa)
was asked to donate a basket filled with
fiber creations to be displayed, and then
auctioned off, at a Fine Art and Fun Auc-
tion to benefit the Domestic Violence
Intervention Program. Other guilds
could look for similar opportunities.

To solve what seems to be a univer-
sal problem of finding a meeting time
suited to all members, the Anderson Val-
ley Spinners (California) adopted an un-
usual rotating schedule that is proving
highly successful for them. The group
meets the first Monday of each month,
and then meets every eight days there-
after for the rest of that month.

When a very successful Historic
Spanish Point Pioneer Program for
fourth-graders in the Florida history cur-
riculum fell under the Sarasota School
System's budget ax this year, Mansota
Weavers Guild stepped in. Members act
as docents to teach fiber skills used by
the pioneers and the guild gets paid for
their volunteer services.

The Hoosier Heritage Spinners and
Weavers Guild (Indiana) held a spin-in
at Billie Creek Village, a recreated turn-
of-the-century village of thirty historic
buildings and three covered bridges.

When someone new needed to take
over the Saratoga County Fair wool de-
partment, Rock Day Spinners (New
York) were contacted. After much dis-
cussion, the group decided it would be
easier if the responsibility were handled
by a guild committee with co-chairper-
sons than by a single person.

Fiber Sanity Day! The Shore Fiber
Arts Guild (New Jersey) came up with a
terrific idea. No interruptions, no phone,
no kids, no significant other just a
day to concentrate on fiber and share
time with others doing the same.

To encourage members to save for an
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upcoming conference, Southern Maine
Guild of Spinners and Weavers suggests
collecting enough pennies to set edge to
edge for half a mile. At 3/4 inch per
penny that's $422.40!

The Williamsburg Spinners and
Weavers Guild's (Virginia) 1996 guild
project revolves around color. Each par-
ticipant will receive a “box of crayons.”
A weaver's box will contain approxi-
mately a pound of yarn in primary and
secondary colors, plus black and white.
A spinner's box will have approximate-
ly a pound of prepared fiber in the same
colors. The challenge is to make some-
thing from your package of “crayons”
for December's show-and-tell.

Here's a tip from North Country
Spinners (New Jersey) for those of us
who typically start a new project before
completing the last. Place a small stick-
er on the end of the bobbin you are
working on and record clues about the
fiber, breed, and intended use. Also take
time to document your work knit-
ting, spinning, or whatever so hours
invested part way through a project
won't be wasted.

“Homespun and Handmade,” an in-
teractive presentation of the legacies and
traditions of African-American artisans
and of Southern plantation life which
features spinning, weaving, recipes, and
work songs, was the program topic at a
meeting of the Charlottesville Fiber
Artists Guild (Virginia) this past spring.

Members of Clotho's Children (Vir-
ginia) take turns spinning “grab bag
fibers” and writing about their experi-
ence to share with all via the newslet-
ter. Their library lists folders on thirty-
six breeds of sheep, as well as the Sam-
ple Book of Grab Bag Fibers. What a
great resource!

To relieve the boredom of exercising
on a treadmill, Friendship Spinners (Ken-
tucky) suggest putting the time to good
use by practicing on your handspindle.

NEW LISTINGS

CALIFORNIA. Vallejo. Twisted Spinsters,
Melinda Buhn, PO Box 4116, 94590.
CALIFORNIA. Monterey County. Anne's
Web Spinners, Mary Thorup, 771 Acacia
Street, Salinas 93901.

IDAHO. Coeur D’Alene. Log Cabin Spinners,
Shirley Marsan, E. 10225 Blue Creek Road,
83814.

IOWA. Fairfield. Fairfield Fiber Guild, Elaine
Brannen, 604 North 3rd Street, 52556.
MICHIGAN. Marshall. Ewe Spinners, Susan
Spieldenner, 20331 E. Michigan Avenue,
49068.

MINNESOTA. St. Cloud. Mississippi River
Spinners, Cindy Brenna, 33352 Sandhill Cir-
cle, Albany, 56307

NEW MEXICO. Los Lunas. Fiber to Finish,
Evelyn Arnold, PO Box 416, 87031.

NEW YORK. Monroe. Treadle Trodders,
Catherine Allison, 12 Hawks Nest Road,
10950.

WISCONSIN. Ladysmith area. Flambeau
Spinning Guild, Emily Meisegeier, N6430
Hwy 40, Bruce 54819.

WISCONSIN. Richland Center. Ocooch
Mountain Spinning Crones, Jodee Hosman-
ek, RR3 Box 164, 53581.

CANADA
BRITISH COLUMBIA. Williams Lake.
Williams Lake Spinners and Weavers Guild,
Dorothy Unrau, 651 Hodgson Road, V2G 3P8.
ONTARIO. Strathroy. Pioneer Treadlers, Spin-
ners and Weavers, Marion Satchwill, 35 Pan-
nel Lane, N7G 2C5.

INDIVIDUAL CONTACTS
England. West Yorkshire. Veronica Burning-
ham, 2 Low Bank Farm, Oakworth, Keighley
BD22 7SD.

CHANGES
New contact person and/or address, unless
otherwise noted.
Arizona. Navajo/Apache Counties. White
Mountain Spinning and Weaving Guild,
Karen Bessinger, PO Box 40, Taylor 85939.
Arizona. Phoenix. Arizona Desert Weavers
and Spinners Guild, Iate Foster, 15641 West
Magnolia, Goodyear 85338. Fiberfits@ AOL.
com.
California. Anderson Valley. Anderson Val-
ley Spinners, Bev and Doug Elliott, 1801
Highway 128, Philo 95466 (formerly Tuesday
Evening Spinners).
Georgia/South Carolina and South Caroli-
na/Georgia. C.S.R.A. Fiber Arts Guild, Dar-
lene Miller, 522 Pond St, Grovetown, GA
30813.
Idaho. Rexburg. Wheel Fine Spinners, Betty
Wright, PO Box 157, Sugar City 83448.
Indiana. Middlebury. Heritage Spinners and
Weavers, Cheryl Troyer, 18045 CR 18,
Goshen 46526.
Michigan. Freesoil. Woolwinders Spinning
Guild no longer exists.
North Carolina. Randolph County. Uwhar-
rie Spinsters, Louella Caison, 5567 Joe Loflin
Trail, Denton 27239.
Ohio. Bowling Green. Black Swamp Spinners
Guild, Margaret Bouyack, 1927 N. Main St.,
Clyde 43410. Change from Northwest area.
Oregon. Umpqua Valley. U SPIN Fibres, Llyn
Payne, 551 Wildcat Road, Camas Valley
97416.
Pacific Northwest. Washington/Oregon/

Idaho/Montana. Northwest Regional Spin-
ners Association, Inc. Barbara Heeke, Mem-
bership, 22006 67th Place West, Mountlake
Terrace, WA 98043.

Pennsylvania. Adams County. Twisted Sis-
ters and Mister, Karen Schuck, 749 Dogwood
Terrace, Boiling Springs 17007

Virginia. Richmond. Clotho's Children, Hazel
Buys, 8659 Irving Lane, 23229

CANADA. Ontario. Kingston. Kingston
Handloom Weavers and Spinners, 370 King
Street West, Box W, Kingston K7L 2X4.
ENGLAND. York. York and District Guild of
Weavers, Spinners, and Dyers, Shelia Raw-
son, The Bunglalow, Skidby Ings Farm,
Dunswell, Hull, East York HU6 OAW.

INDIVIDUAL CONTACTS
ENGLAND. East Yorkshire. Pat Storr, 26 Tay-
lors Field, Kings Mill Road, Driffield, East
Yorkshire YO25 YFQ (new location).

In memoriam

VAL ANGOVE
Cottesloe, Western Australia

Passionate spinner, weaver, knitter,
and enthusiastic SOAR participant.

March 9 1945-April 4, 1996

ABBREVIATIONS

b—through back of stitch

ch—chain

de—double crochet

dec(s)}—decrease(s)

inc(s)—increase(s)

k—knit

p—purl

psso—pass slipped stitch over

rnd—round

sc—single crochet

seed st—On an odd number of
stitches, alternate k1, pl
across on each row.

skp—Slip 1 stitch, knit the next,
pass the slipped stitch over the
one just knitted.

sl—slip

ssk—Slip 2 stitches separately to
right needle; insert left needle
through these stitches as if to
knit and work them together.

st(s)—stitch(es)

tog—together

tr—treble crochet

yo—yarn over
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Blackberry Ridge Tha

Woolen Mill, Inc. Musk Ox
Custom Spinning is Our Specialty '
Requires 40 1bs. grease or 20 1bs. washed fiber. om Pa ny
Your own fibers will always be returned to you!
Carding for Roving, 2-1b min. (clean wt.) % Exceptional quality, rare hand-combed giviut {underwool) from
Wonderful Woolen Spun Yarns from our Mill our own domesticated musk oxen raw or ready to spin
100% Wool and Exotic Fiber Blends # Pure giviut yarn in standard and lace weight

# Exquisite hand-painted yarns of pure giviut

. — Send $490 & legal SASE for brochure and fiber samples —
Free Catalog of Services Yarn Samples $3.00 633 Fish Hatchery Road, Dept. S, Hamilton, MT 59840
3776 Forshaug Rd., Mt. Horeb, W1 53572 (608) 437-3762 (406) 363-6818

Natural and dyed colors

Dennis D. Gourley, D.V.M. Elite Genetics

Deb N. Gourley, B.S., M.S. 17 1st STNW
Waukon, IA 52172

| Quall H|II ‘Cardmg Co. t@i

> CARDING... SELLING...
NELICS “Excelling In Advanced CARDING..  SEAINC JLawad
. ¢ fiber blends colored wool .
| Ovine Reproduction Technology & cent e woolblends  Georgia & Ron
e color blends ¢ dyed color Mommaerts
Services Available: Ram Semen Collection and Storage, * thrums b eded RR3, Box 186A

° 1 hair
Laparoscopic Artificial Insemination, Semen Distribution, long #ibers FreI:“l)’rice List  Yuba, WI54634

I Embryo Transfer and Reproductive Management Services | * plainwools Samples $4.00 608-528-4640

FOOTHILLS
FIBERWORKS

Melissa Tallent
2235 Chesterfield Drive., Maryville, TN 37803
(423) 681-5000 » 1-800-808-7087

K“HEII IN UTAH, VISIT THE "EAVERS“

AND SPINNERS OASIS! <

Close To Freeways.
Send $1 fora Salt Lake Weaver's Store MAJACRAFT « ASHFORD
catalog and 1227 East 3300 South

READYSPIN « GAYWOOL * ROMNEY FLEECE & ROVING = CORRIEDALE
QUICK SPIN MERINO « CUSTOM COLORS COTTONS
LANDSCAPE DYES

price list.

\

Salt Lake City, UT 84106
1-800-363-5585

For a complete listing send $2.00

THIS AND THAT FARM VRESEIS LIMITED ﬂ»
¥ ‘"]ﬁ‘]’l

Custorm Wool Carding Luxurious Green, Browy, | I/’)
Award Winning Fleece AND RED BROWN o B
CormoX & RomneyX Sheep COLORGANIC® FOXFIBRE
Rug Hooking—Kits & Supplies SLIVER, YARNS AND FABRICS

Send large SASE for brochure F(ﬁ{]ﬁ. For samples of yarn & “‘é“ YQ
a "

. sliver, send $4.00 g
George & Donna Herrick For fabric samples, send $6.00
RD #1 Box 247 Danby, VT 05739 VRESEIS LTD. PO.BOX 87 SO
(802) 293-5492 Corour-Bv-NATURE®  \|CKENBURG, AZ 85358-0087

116 SPIN-OFF Summer 1996



more Letters . ..

(continued from page 112)

didn’t get any sleep—just couldn’t seem
to put those magazines down. So now I
want to subscribe to your publication in
order to:

(a) impress friends with my keen in-
telligence when they talk about fibers,
twists, and all that spinning stuff

(b) read about and see all the innova-
tive knitwear produced by your con-
tributors.

—Jo Boyd, Fort Collins, Colorado

Editor’s note: Just wait till you discov-
er spinning.

Dear Spin‘Off,

I agree with the idea of encouraging
crocheted sweaters, shawls, shrugs, and
hats. I was introduced to spinning while
living in South Africa for eight years.
There it was quite common to produce
elegant crocheted wearables.

Wool, and especially mohair, fibers
are enhanced by the crochet patterns, al-
lowing loose fibers to fill in the “holes.”
One can use singles more easily, and can
complete the item in half the time.

I also think Spin-Off “guides” its
readers as to what to concentrate on,
whether the editors like that thought or
not. So, some serious consideration of
this rather new extension of “what to
do with the spun stuff” is quite in order.
Get us going. We knitters are stuck.

—Marie O’Reilly,
Donnelly, Minnesota

Editor’s note: You’re right, we do guide
our readers, like it or not—Dby giving
ideas, instructions, and so forth. But
we’re also in a bit of a bind. We don’t
have a budget to develop designs—and
the amount of time required for spin-
ning, designing, and fabricating makes
it awkward for us to call somebody
and say, “Hey, we need some crochet
[rug hooking, a netted hammock, or
whatever], and we can pay you a
pittance to do it and we need it in
eight weeks.” So: consider this an
open letter. We're interested in stuff
besides knitting. We love knitting, but
anything you can do with yarn or
thread is fair game for us to look at
and consider. That’s what makes
spinning fun. Send a business-sized
SASE to Spin-Off Guidelines, 201 E.
Fourth Street, Loveland, Colorado
80537 and we’ll send you a copy of
the writer’s guidelines for inspiration.

Dear Spin' Off,

How timely was your Winter 1995
issue on spinning with kids! Each arti-
cle was read with particular interest as
I, too, offer a fiber workshop for children.
I work with homeschoolers who come
as individual families or in small groups
of two or three families. I encourage the
kids to bring fibers from their own ani-
mals to spin, or a package of Kool-aid to
custom-dye their wool.

We begin the two-and-a-half-hour
class with a hands-on discussion of dif-
ferent types of spinnable fibers: sheep,
goat, rabbit, dog, cat, llama, camel, musk
ox, plants (cotton and flax), and worm
(silk). I show a variety of raw wool sam-
ples, silk cocoons, cotton bolls, and pho-
tos of what the children may consider
to be more unusual fiber producers (silk-
worms, Angora goats, musk oxen, al-
pacas). My own Angora bunny makes an
appearance around this time, and, not
surprisingly, the class takes a short break
to enjoy him.

Each child has a chance to look
through a microscope at six different
fibers. (Angora rabbit is particularly un-
usual, with little hollow rectangles run-
ning down its core, and the children are
always interested to see magnified
human hair.)

We then hand card some wool and
each child spins his or her rolag on one
of my two Ashford wheels. (I ask a vol-
unteer to keep the wheel turning while
the other child concentrates on drafting
and making yarn.)

The second half of the class is spent
making a small felted project—usually
a wallet or purse, or one of my special
“magic balls” (felted layers of colored
wool which, when opened, can be sepa-
rated into individual balls). I send each
child home with a homemade sheep
cookie and a sheep “newspaper” I get
from the Woolgrowers Association.
Often moms will schedule a time to
come back and make a felted hat or a
pair of slippers.

My reward is when a child admits,
usually during the feltmaking, “I didn’t
want to come; my mom made me, but
I'm really glad I did. This is fun!” And
it is, too!

—Carol Dunn, Boise, Idaho

Dear Spin-Off,

I have been thinking for some time
that I must write to you and your readers
to let you know about the spin-off to my
article, published in Spin-Off, Summer
1994, “Spinning in the Western Isles.”

The day after I received my copy, I
had a visit from Stacy Creamer, from
New York. We spent a wonderful after-
noon exchanging ideas and we have re-
mained in touch.

A month later I received a very in-
teresting letter from Anja Kristin Volk
in South Africa, and a short time later a
letter from Kjersti Onarheim in Norway.
So good news does travel, and we are en-
joying exchanging spinning and person-
al information.

You will also be interested to know
that a textile guild has been established
in the islands and a textile exhibition is
being organized for March 1996. This is
the result of various workshops which
were held throughout 1995. The exhi-
bition may go on national tour. I am also
holding regular spinning meetings, along
the lines of the old ceilidhs, when
women came together to share skills,
news, and ideas.

So as a result, Spin-Off is getting a
wider audience in the islands. My very
best wishes to all the staff.

—Norma Neill, South Uist,
Western Isles, United Kingdom

Oops. ..

Substitute the following diagrams for
the warping instructions on pages 44
and 45 of the Spring 1996 issue.
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MasterCard, VISA,
L Discover,
AmEx

‘ Eastridge Rd, Rt. 2 Box 390-H
Ridgeway, VA 24148
Telephone: (540) 957-1174
Orders: 800 450-SPUN

BLUE COTTON

made from Recycled Blue Jean fibers in
the following easy to spin blended slivers:
-50/50 blend with white cotton. $9/80z
—stripe of 50/50 on bed of white $9/80z
~tri-stripe: blue/nat.brwn/white $10/80z
—blend with natural green cotton $12/80z

Also available is a lovely blended sliver of 70/30%
organic natural colored cotton (specify green or
brown) with organic linen. $14/80z

These special prices incl. shipping, catalog & samples of additional fibers!
For Cotton Samples & Catalog only: $3.

Browse through our new 64-page catalog for
ideas and inspirations for your fiber studio. $2

BEAUTIFUL COLOR IN ONLY 30 MINUTES

%/Mz;// g/ﬁfdz&f

Dyes for Wool, Silk, Nylon

DYES
FOR THE SERIOUS
WOOL WORKER

And those who'd like to be
CHOOSE FROM 33 DELIGHTFUL COLORS

Combine to make Hundreds More

NOTHING TO ADD (but water)

No measuring — No Hassle

QUICK — EASY — COMPLETE

Excellent Washfastness
In as Little as 30 Minutes

TELL YOU SUPPLIER TO ORDER FROM

G & K Craft Ind. Ldd.,
P.O. Box 38, Somerset, MA 508-676-3883
FAX 508-676-3980

¢ Cotton and Pima Cotton
rovings and lints @
¢ 100% cotton fabrics,
hand dyed for quilting and
sewing
WE HAVE MOVED

Same order line: (800) 347-4228

CUSTOM COLORS’ COTTONS

Multicolored or Undyed Cotton Blends for Spinners
Still supplying your cotton needs
Pearls—cotion/silk ® Pima Pearls—Pima cotton/silk
Cotton/Wool, easy spin roving

L

* Fiber samples $5 &
 Fabric samples $6
® Dealer inquiries invited

New address: 1221 S.W. Maple St. Dallas, OR 97338
New phone: (503) 623-3404, Fax: (503) 623-3801

—

ROMNEYS
At The Heart Of It All

Bellairs

Hillside Farm
and “The Sheep Shed”
Sheep Gifts ® Spinning and Crafts
Doll Supplies ® Weaving ® Yarn ® Toys
Spinner’s Mate $65

| Catalog and. 14 wool samples— $6.00 |

The Bellairs Family
8351 Big Lake Road
Clarkston, Michigan 48346-1003
(810) 625-1181

Miniature Romneys—Breeding Stock

FLETCHER FARM SCHOOL
for the Arts and Crafts

Each summer for the past 49 years, the
converted farmhouse, enlarged 200 year old barn, corn crib and
sugar house by the pond, bustle with workshops and classes in

over 90 skills. Join us this summer and be prepared to be
impressed by our small classes and competent instruction in a

very special Vermont setting. Courses include: Weaving, Rug
Hooking, Oriental Rugs, Rug Braiding, Marbleing on Fabric,
Andean Pick-Up Weaving, Spinning and Dyeing, to name a few.
For catalog with course descriptions and boarding information, write:
FLETCHER FARM SCHOOL, RR1 BOX 1041 D19, LUDLOW; VT 05149 (802)228-8770

* JET BLACK ANGORA

¢ PRIME PLUCKED ANGORA FIBER
Largest color selection

® ANGORA/MERINO/SILK BLENDS

For complete sample list, send $3

($5 refund wi
Rosalie Truong
PO BOX 1014
Fenton, MO 63026
(314) 2259458 (evenings)

order) to:

Cushing’s
Perfection Dyes

since 1879
Acid Dyes in 94 Colors
for wool, nylon, mohair, silk
& other animal fibers
Direct Dyes in 40 Colors

for cotton, basketry & plant fibers

Call or write for color cards & information
Dealer Inquiries Welcome

Traditional Rug Hooking
from JOan Moshimer

We are proud to be the world’s
source of rug hooking materials,
offering patterns, woolens, tools,

books, information, burlap,
linen, & monk’s cloth backing.

800-626-7847

W Cushing & Co.
Kennebunkport, ME 04046

THE ORIGINAL

Frankenmuth

(b WEDLEN
EXPERT WOOL WORK
YOUR RAW FLEECE
(Over 5#)

Washed, picked & carded into:
Batting: $3.95 Ib. or Roving: $4.10 Ib.
YOUR PREWASHED FLEECE
(Over 3#)

Processed into:

Batting: $3.50 Ib or Roving: $3.65 Ib.
YOUR EXOTIC FIBERS
INTO ROVING
(Mohair, Angora, Llama, Camel Hair, Etc.)
Raw—(Over 5#): $5.00 Ib.
Pre-washed—(Over 3#): $4.50 1b
570 South Main Street
Frankenmuth, MI 48734
(517) 652-8121
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Product News

by Sharon Altergott

Gaywool distributor Access Interna-
tional is sponsoring a Gaywool yarn pat-
tern contest. Patterns may be for woven,
knitted, or crocheted garments or house-
hold goods, but must be made with Gay-
wool yarns. First prize is $100 worth of
Gaywool merchandise; more than thir-
ty prizes will be awarded. Your entry,
consisting of a photo of the finished item
along with pattern instructions, may be
dropped off with your Gaywool dealer or
sent to Access International, together
with the name of the dealer from whom
you bought the yarn. Instructions should
be clear, with abbreviations explained.
Winning patterns and photos will be-
come the property of Access Interna-
tional. For more detailed information,
including deadlines, contact Access In-
ternational, Angela Seaman, 8128 Plank-
town Rd., Shiloh, OH 44878. (419) 896-
3531, fax (419) 896-3541

Kathy Zeilinger, owner of Zeilinger
Wool Co., recently announced that they
are now able to process custom wool
tops from a variety of fibers at their card-
ing facility. Prices vary according to the
type and preparation of the fiber. Medi-
um to coarse raw fleece is $9/pound (25-
pound minimum run); raw mohair, fine
wool, alpaca, and llama is $11/pound
(also 25-pound minimum run}); medium
to coarse prewashed fibers are $8/pound;
fine prewashed fibers are $9/pound 15-
pound minimum run for both prewashed
fiber types). All fibers need to be a min-
imum 3-4-inch staple length for pro-
cessing into top. Call or write for more
information to: 1130 Weiss St., Franken-
muth, MI 48734. Phone (517) 652-2920.

Louis and Betty Zimmer of Royal

Center, Indiana, the owners of Wooly
Acre Farm, received the Guy Green
award at the annual meeting of the
American Corriedale Association in
Sedalia, Missouri. The highest honor
given annually by the association, it is
awarded for many years of dedication to
the Corriedale breed. Louis started rais-
ing Corriedales in 1942 as a 4-H project
when he bought eleven ewes, who pro-
ceeded to produce eighteen lambs the
first year. Louis and Betty have been rais-
ing Corriedales ever since and currently
have 150 ewes. Fleeces come in white
at $2.50/pound plus shipping, or send a
SASE for fiber samples to 3446 W 800
N., Royal Center, IN 46978-9411
Ashford Handicrafts of New Zealand
are introducing several new products this
summer. Double Treadle Kits for the
Traditional and Traveller spinning
wheels convert a single-treadle wheel to
a double-treadle system. Mini-Hand-
carders measure 74" x 3V/s" 18.5 x 8
cm), weigh only 5 ounces (145 g), and are
covered in the same card cloth as wool
handcarders. They are perfect for chil-
dren, traveling to workshops, or small
projects. Ashford's New Zealand 100%
wool carded sliver comes in eight new
colors, Crayon Colors of red, yellow,
blue, green, orange, purple, magenta, and
turquoise, plus Chocolate Brown), spe-
cially suited for blending into rainbow
yarns. This brings the total range of col-
ors in the carded wool sliver to twenty-
seven. For information on Ashford prod-
ucts in the USA, the wholesale distrib-
utor is: Crystal Palace Yarns, 3006 San
Pablo Ave., Berkeley, CA 94702. Phone
(510) 548-9988; fax (510) 548-3453; e-mail

cpy@straw.com.

Woodland Woolworks announces a
new, low-priced electric spinner that of-
fers the best of both price and perfor-
mance. Called the Spinlt, to indicate its
compact size, it features scotch tension,
three six-ounce plastic bobbins, a lazy
kate, a no-hook delta orifice, a wide speed
range, and a sliding yarn guide. The Spinlt
weighs six pounds and is 13" x 8" x 8" {33
x 20 x 20 ¢m) and is promoted for the
making of a wide variety of yarns by spin-
ners at any level. Optional accessories in-
clude a wood cover with carrying handle,
foot controls, a 12-volt adapter, and a flyer
with conventional, round orifice. For
more information, contact Woodland
Woolworks at PO Box 400, Yamhill, OR
97148. Phone (800) 547-3725 or e-mail to
woolwrks@teleport.com.

Pat Green Carders has redesigned
their popular, two-ratio Beverly carder
into a crankless model. It can now be or-
dered with a motor tucked inside the
frame. Also coming shortly from Pat
Green is a larger carder with unusual fea-
tures, called the SUPERCARD. It has a
completely variable infeed section, in-
stead of the dual-ratio infeed in the Bev-
erly. The SUPERCARD's large swift
makes over a 35-inch (89-cm) batt. It has
ball bearings on all shafts, and offers a
choice of three drums. This carder may
be considered the bridge between the
Beverly and the Rover, Pat Green's small-
est continuous carder. For more infor-
mation contact Pat Green Carders, Paula
Simmons, 48793 Chilliwack Lake Rd.,
Chilliwack, BC, Canada Y4Z 1A6. Phone
(604) 858-6020 between 9 am. and 9 p.m.
Pacific time.

Tips & TeChniqueS (continued from page 111)

Help for your hands

As a fairly new spinner, I do not use
hand cards often. When I do use them
for any length of time, I get painful blis-
ters on my hands. I have recently dis-
covered that the fingerless leather gloves
used for weightlifting are the answer.
They are very flexible and you have full

use of your fingers for taking off rolags.
—Kallie Young, South Bend, Indiana

Oiling your wheel

In my quest to find an oil can to
reach the axle on my Ashford Tradi-
tional, a fellow at a hardware store sug-

gested I go to a sports shop and get a
“worm blower.” This is a small plastic
bottle with a needle tip about 3/4" long,
covered by a protective cap. I filled it
with 30-weight motor oil and bingo! For
about $2 my problem is solved.
—Jeanne Peterson,
St. Paul, Minnesota
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Classifieds

Notices

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD for the next
issue, send your ad along with payment ten
weeks prior to the month of publication.
Only $1.50/word {$30 minimum) or $70/col.
inch (camera ready) for classified display ads.
Payment must accompany ad. VISA, MC
AMEZX, Discover accepted with account num-
ber and expiration date. Send to Interweave
Press, Spin-Off Classified Ads, 201 East
Fourth Street, Loveland, CO 80537-5655, or
fax (970) 667-8317

FIBER ARTS AND WILDFLOWERS (thou-
sands growing in natural settings) Festival,
August 31 through September 2, 1996. Write
for free brochure. Box 207 Historic Bethel,
MO 63434.

FIBER FORUM WORKSHOPS, Septéember
26-29, 1996. John Marshall, Kay Sekimachi,
Rodrick Owen, Madelyn van der Hoogt, Lia
Cook, Judith MacKenzie, Sande Ely, more.
Coupeville Arts Center, Box 171SO, Coupe-
ville, WA 98239. (360) 678-3396.

IN REMEMBRANCE. We regret the passing
of our good friend the Layzy Suzie Condi-
tioning Pad, which is no longer available. We
are terminating this valuable tool because we
have been advised that it falls within the
scope of an existing patent. Pat Green
Carders, Ltd.

NORTH COUNTRY FIBER FAIR September
28-29, 1996, Valley City, North Dakota. Shop
for fiber arts and supplies, attend workshops,
demonstrations, and see the fiber animals.
Take part in the Sheyenne River Valley Fall
Festival with its unique collection of crafts,
antique shops, bike trail, golf courses, and
more. A weekend of fall fun for the whole
family! For more information on vendor space
and advertising, contact NCFF, PO Box 343,
Valley City, ND 58072. (701) 845-2544.

WANTED: USED COTTAGE Industry carder
and/or Power Picker. Bev, (541) 942-3812.

Southwest Corner

PO. Box 418 * Bisbee, AZ 85603
Joan Ruane + (520) 432-3603

CoTToN. .
“Spinners Source”
Fibers * Supplies » Equipment * Workshops
Send Lg. SASE for Newsletter/Catalog

WooLr & Wibs

HC 71, 125 Radar Hill Rd. §5
Burns, OR 97720 (503) 573-4203
Wheels, tools (combs, niddys, knitting needles  .), looms,
books, dyes, fiber, Celtic music, notecards, t-shirts. .!
Completely Angora $23.50ppd. LSASE for catalog.

KNOTS & TREADLES (412) 468-4265
[103 E. Pittsburgh Street+ PO Box 394 CATALOG-
[Delmont, PA 15626-0394 Send 3 Stamps|
NEW!! SPINNING WHEELS ON SOCKS!
SHEEP on Everything! Shoelaces, Masks, Pens, & more!
SHEEP Print Fabrics Weaving & Spinning
(SWATCHES $5) Supplies & Equipment
VHS Video Rental Library via UPS! [ ol o o]
Large Assortment SHEEP Stickers—$3 ) —y )

L Y

™ ITEMS FOR CREATIVE HANDS! |

= F Wheels ® Looms ® Books ® Videos
== Fibers ® Yarns ® Bamboo Needles
m Knitted/Felted Garment Patterns
Honey Rock Ent.,10363 Loches Rd NE, St Louisville, OH 43071
Phone: 614-745-2832 [ (800) 745-2834 ® Visa/MC/Discover
QVri[e or call for FREE brochure. Fiber or yam samples upon request ]

Stuff for Spinners

Best selection of spinning wheels in the state
Shop our shop (by appt)
Mail order catalog $3

VISA/MC

P

Detta’s Spindle

2592L Geggen-Tine Rd: Maple Plain. MN 55359
Phane (612) 479-2886 Fax (612) 479-1982

GREAT BUYS!

Everything For The Spinner.
Special prices on all wheels
in stock. Clover Knitting

Needles * Washed Fleeces ¢ Qum Batts
Inqmres

B &D HOBBIES Cisdorone, OR 97027

(503) 656-3149

GARAGE SALE

Save big on returned books with
scuffed covers, dog-eared issues of
Spin-Off, and more!

All partially damaged merchandise
must GO!

For a complete listing of what's available,
send us a long SASE.
Many of the older items are in short
supply, so act now.

INTERWEAVE PRESS GARAGE SALE
201 East Fourth Street
Loveland, CO 80537-5655

Equipment

ADJUSTABLE TRIANGULAR SHAWL/
blanket looms. Be creative! Weave triangle
shawls, or two or more triangles together for
ponchos, blankets, ruanas, wall pieces. Loom
adjusts to six sizes. Unique. Simple. The only
loom that dresses itself! Warp and weft one
continuous yarn. No loom waste. Easy tar-
tans. Complete instructions. Transports/
stores easily. Walnut, cherry, oak, or maple.
Only $195. Stand/accessories available. Carol
Leigh's Specialties, 7001 Hillcreek Rd. (SO),
Columbia, MO 65203. {800) TRI-WEAV
(874-9328).

AKHA HANDSPINDLES. $15 plus $5 ship-
ping and handling. SASE for information.
LDRM, 2805 SE 34th, Portland, OR 97202.

ANTIQUE GREAT WHEELS & FLAX (Sax-
ony) wheels, excellent condition and work-
ing order. Shipping available. Willow Brook
Farm, PO Box 1568, Fort Washington, PA
19034. (215) 643-4499.

ARANA’S LITTLE WHEEL—High-whorl
drop-spindle learn-to-spin kit. $15 postpaid.
Donna Collins, Arafa’s Web, PO Box 323,
Canaan, VT 05903-0323.

AUTHENTIC HAND WOOL CARDERS.
The original wooden E.B. Frye Cards with
rubberized cotton foundation for excellent
resiliency! Curry $14 each, #5 Sheep $19.75
each, #8 Wool $40/pr. SASE to E.B. Frye &
Son, 12 Frye Mill Rd., Wilton, NH 03086.
(603) 654-6581.

BIG SALE ON SPINNING WHEELS AND
drum carders. Everything for the spinner. See
our full page ad, page 51. Call us for your best
deal! Bountiful, (970) 586-9332.

BUY/SELL USED SPINNING EQUIPMENT.
Newsletter $1 and SASE, classified ad 50¢
per word. Textile Trader, Rt. 1 Box 2910,
Lakemont, GA 30552.

MWA, Inc ’97 Conference
“Fiber Touchdown”

Attention teachers, workshops leaders,
and seminar presenters. Teach at
MWA 97 conference in Canton, OH,
July 7-13, 1997 Deadline extended
until July 1, 1996. Send resumé and
proposal to:
Cynthia Zutavern,
1126 Grandview Ave. SW,
Canton, OH « (216) 478-0413

Join MWA, Inc. by sending
membership dues of $2.00 and be
part of the fun!

MIDWEST WEAVERS
ASSOCIATION, INC.
11701 LAURELVIEW DR.
CINCINNATI, OH 45249

CARDING VERSATILITY with our inter-
changeable drums for all wools and exotics.
Motorizing Unit available. New Triple Pick-
er for fantastic opening of wool, mohair, and
specialty fibers. We pay duty and freight.
Phone for details or write for free brochure.
Patrick Green Carders, Ltd., 48793 Chilli-
wack Lake Rd., Chilliwack, BC, Canada V4Z
1A6. (604) 858-6020.

CHARKA SKEINWINDER, 3 SPINDLES,
pencil roving, instructions: $105 postpaid.
Nice finish. W/cotton punis, add $7 Woolery,
RD 1, Genoa, NY 13071. (800) 441-9665.

DISCOUNT SPINNING SUPPLIES. Wheels,
combs, carders. Angora rabbit wool/livestock;
instructional videos. Free price list. Catalog
$3. Hickory Hollow Fiberworks, Rt. 1, Box 8,
Bastrop, TX 78602. (512) 303-6909.

DONNA’S WEAVE & SPIN has moved from
Florence, SC, to Traders Village, 7979 North
Eldridge Parkway #532, Houston, TX 77041.
(713) 970-0627 Looms, spinning wheels,
yarns, supplies, books. We ship.
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E[egant tools of ‘Wooaf

Exotic Drop Spindles with “Center-Draft” hook
—also Niddies, Orifice Hooks & «\}
Naostepindes, handturned from B! i\%
glowing hardwoods ‘

each unique. __-—

Call/write for free catalog and photo

Phone: 207-563-5952
H.C. 61 Box 155 Bristol, ME 04539

E-mail: Hatchtown@aol.com

INDA FARM

ENTERPRISES

THE INDA FARM FIBER FACTORY
26336 Crow Road ® Eugene, OR 97402 * (541) 345-9498

DYED & NATURAL ROVING IN WOOL, MOHAIR OR BLENDS
YARN * SPINNING WHEELS & ACCESSORIES

SEND OR CALL FOR OUR FREE BROCHURE

The Country Craftsman
Dept. S « PO Box 412
Littleton, MA 01460
(508) 486-4053
(voice or fax)

Send large
SASE with
52 cents
postage for
free brochure.

FOR SALE: PATRICK GREEN COTTAGE
Carder in very good condition. Used moder-
ately—excellent machine. Roving attach-
ment. Call Carolyn Partridge. (802) 874-4182.

FRICKE CARDERS, SPINNING WHEELS,
etc. Chain-drive drum carders. Metal and
wood frames; motorized and manual models.
Hand cards, smooth-running spinning wheels,
ball winder, more. All made in USA. You can
always pay more, but you can't buy better.
Fricke Enterprises, 8702 State Road 92,
Granite Falls, WA 98252.. (360) 691-5779.

MARK V DRUM CARDER allows more uni-
form yarn, color, and fiber blending. All of
these tasks can be accomplished more quick-
ly and with less effort with the Mark V Drum
Carder. Send an SASE for more information
to Davidson’s Old Mill Yarn, PO Box 8, Eaton
Rapids, MI 48827 (517) 663-2711.

NEW ZEALAND TIMBER handspindles:
designed for finer yarns and luxury fibers.
Little Grace spinning wheels. For informa-
tion, contact Jane Fournier, PO Box 10310,
Jackson, WY 83002. {307) 733-1402.

NORWEGIAN PRINCESS CASTLE WHEEL,
excellent spinner, distaff, lazy kates, $325.
J. Cohen, 1482 Beaver Hill Rd., Chester
Springs, PA 19425.

QUEBEC TILT TENSION production spin-
ning wheels, $300-$400, plus postage. Old
Barn loom parts. Magnus, RFD #1, Barnet,
VT 05821. (802) 592-3320.

A ANGORA RABBITS 12
Giants and Colored Germans, quality animals bred for
fantastic fiber! Angora wool, papaya tablets also for sale.
LSASE for bunny list or info. M
Wooly & Wilds Angoras ‘: i@’
HC 71, 125 Radar Hill Rd. S5 ;&‘m‘?

Burns, OR 97720 (503) 573-5123

Fibrecrafts supplies customers in 40 countries with all
their Spinning, Dyeing, Weaving, and Feltmaking ma-
terials. The 1996 catalogue contains 32 full pages with
hundreds of items including British fleece, books and
videos and offering easy payment through Visa/MC.
Send $5 to: FIBRECRAFTS, Style Cottage, Lower
Eashing, Godalming, Surrey GU7 2QD, England.

BRUCE & DEBBIE’S
“Beautiful Tools for the Fiber Artist”
All original hand-made designs
English wool combds of oak €3 walnut « Exotic
bardwoods diz collections « Equu.ﬂte antlcr-

bandle baskets » Begis g €3
kits « Drop dpmaled s A g swaral
FEree brochure— Phone or write!
130 Buena Vista Ave., Cody, WY 82414
(307) 587-3920

SPINNING WHEEL RESTORATION & Re-
pair—all types. Many original antique parts
available. Featuring handcrafted Saxony
wheels (Jensen style). Please note our new ad-
dress and phone number: B.]. Whitnall and
Ken Lennox, Winsome Timbers, Inc., 3251
Old Kawkawlin Road, Bay City, MI 48706.
(517) 684-0841.

TAPESTRY LOOMS FOR HANDSPINNERS.
Portable, affordable, easy-to-use. Catalog $2.
Norsk Fjord Fiber, PO Box 271-sc, Lexington,
GA 30648.

TURKISH DROP SPINDLES. Perfectly bal-
anced hand-rubbed finish, maple or cherry.
$18 postpaid. Dealer prices available. Valkyrie
Supply, Box 472, West Newbury, MA 01985.
(508) 363-2485; e-mail valkyrie@tiac.net

MOUNTAIN VIEW
WOOLENS

e Personally selected
handspinning fleeces.

o Sliver or batts.

e Large selection of breeds.

o Over 500 pounds in stock.

o We also have alpaca, Hlama, mohair,
and angora fibers.

¢ Offering custom spinning, handspun
yarns.

® Ashford dealership

® Hatchtown Farm exquisitely crafted
handspinning tools.

® Handcrated wrist distaffs.

Write or call for complete list and prices. Samples $2.
Don & Beth O’Bannon
P.O. Box 1274, Sonoma, CA 95476
(800) 752-7100 (707) 938-4454

WOOL COMBS, FOUR-PITCH—solid oak
and stainless tines, stand, clamp and diz in-
cluded, professional quality. $180. Wholesale
available. Craftsmith, 22B Mesa Drive, Del
Valle, TX 78617 (512) 247-5762.

WOOL COMBS, MINI-COMBS. Single-row
$45/pr.; double-row $60/pr., postpaid. Deal-
er prices available. Valkyrie Supply, Box 472,
West Newbury, MA 01985. (508) 363-2485;
e-mail valkyrie@tiac.net

WHEELS @ C/ \RDl:l\\ - CUMB

FIBERS ® BOOKS ®
Mail Order Catal¢

Refundable with Order
m Phone Orders Welcome iq

Stony Mountain [ibers
939 Hammocks Gap Rds.
Charlottesville, VA 22911

804-295-2008

the woolroom

Email: 71223.172@compuserve.com
wheels: SpinTech—Timbertope—Majacraft
Reeves—Schacht—Louét—Ashford-Lendrum
Fricke—Country Craftsman

mclvisa discover

looms: Schacht—Cranbrook—Norwood—Harrisville
fleece—exotic fibers, carders, combs, books, and...
catalogue: $1 + lsase
Joe’s Hill Road (9)
Brewster, NY 10509 ¢ (914) 279-7627

www: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/WoolRoomSue/

EARTH GUILD

TooLs <+ Marterials * BoOOKs
for Handcrafts
33 Haywood Street « DEPT SO

Asheville, NC 28801 » 1-800-327-8448
MON-SAT ¢ 10 AM—6 PM EASTERN —

SPINNING WHEELS M
& HAND TOOLS
UNSPUN FIBERS

WEAVING LOOMS & a\'\

EQUIPMENT & YARNS
KNITTING
DYEING
BASKETRY y '
POLYMER CLAYS (
BEADS & FINDINGS

CaLL or WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG
LISTING STARTER SETS, SAMPLES, Basic BOOKs
OR SEND $3 FOR OUR 100 PAGE

COMPLETE MAIL ORDER CATALOG
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Fibers

A VARIETY OF COLORS and textures to
choose from. Cheviot, Corriedale, Lincoln,
and Romney sheep. We offer raw or washed
fleeces, natural or dyed rovings, and batts.
Send LSASE (specify color, breed). Roskos
Farms, W-74 Sauer Mill Rd., Arcadia, WI
54612. (608) 323-7072.

ACRYLIC FIBERS, many colors $3.50/half
Ib. Fleece, $6 carded. Beautiful navy blue wool
roving, $5/half Ib. Tape-split carded polyester
ready-to-spin, $2/6-o0z wheel. High bulk car-
pet nylon $2/half Ib. Send $2.50 for sample
to M.D.N., Inc., 5981 Dickenson Ct., North
Fort Myers, FL 33903.

ALPACA—A HEAVENLY SPINNING FIBER.
Grown in U.S.A., superior quality and
processed for best spinning experience. LSASE
for samples/price list. Alpacas of Napa Valley,
3255 Dry Creek Rd. #2, Napa, CA 94558.

ALPACA FELTING FIBERS too short to spin,
ideal to felt, many colors. $1.25/0z. Lanark
Llamas and Alpacas, Inc., Rt. 6, Box 60,
Charlottesville, VA 22902. (804} 296-8709.

ALPACA FIBER: a spinning delight! Color
samples $3. 2 0z/$5 or 8 0z/$20 plus $2.50
postage; 1 1b/$38 plus $3 postage. Alpacas for
sale; Alpaca sweaters made to order. Bud and
Gail Stewart, Rocky Run Alpacas, R.D. 5, Box
260, Malvern, PA 19355. (610) 644-8077

ALPACA FIBER—raw fleece and roving,
clean. Send LSASE for samples and prices.
LaPlata Alpacas, 2886 CR 308, Durango, CO
81301. (970) 247-1720.

ALPACA FIBER—ready-to-spin. Many colors
to choose from. Send LSASE for samples and
prices. Alpacas for sale. Rejniak’s Alpacas,
1187 Logan Rd., Gibsonia, PA 15044.
(412) 265-2607

ALPACA FIBER—washed before shearing. $3
color samples. 1 to 8 oz, $2.45/0z; more than
8 0z, $2/0z. Alpacas of Colorado, 6011 Alpaca
Tr., Bellvue, CO 80512. (970) 493-5732.

ALPACA WOOL produced in Virginia. 17 col-
ors available! Roving prices $2.50/0z plus
postage. Fiber color card $4; 4 oz sample pack
of 4 colors, $10 plus postage. Highest quali-
ty breeding stock and wool animals always
available. Come Visit! Lanark Llamas and
Alpacas, Inc., Rt. 6, Box 60, Charlottesville,
VA 22902. (804) 296-8709.

ANCIENT DYES on lustrous Lincoln Long-
wool. Naturally dyed batts and locks for wool
combing. Premordanted wool for your own
natural dyeing, fleece rug kits. Information
$1. Complete samples $4. Rolling Thunder
Mt., RR 1, Box 128, Vermontville, NY 12989.

ANGORA: PLUCKED GERMAN Wooler—
Grays, fawn. $5/0z. Call for sample. Bev,
(541) 942-3812.

COTTON

spinning fibers

at their best!

1-800-322-7888

ora Goats
The Van Valkenburys *e5
4524 Eastlake Road
Woodstown, N7 08098
g (609) 769-1526
]&%ﬁ{w Spinning Classes
Cotswold Wheels & Fleeces

& =

HANDS
A select group of growers offering premium

fleece from 16 of your favorite breeds.
Send large SASE for brochure.

Prime Clips Wool Co-op
\ P.O. Box 466, Minnetrista, MN 55364 Y.

ANGORA ROVING BLENDS—dye-painted
or white. Samples and price list $3/SASE.
Jean Womack/Wild Meadow Fibers, 5615
Crandall-Lanesville NE, Georgetown, IN
47122.

ANGORAS—German/Giant and colored
German woolers. Wool production of 2 3
pounds per year with little maintenance.
Shipping available. Fiber sample $2. SASE for
more bunny information. No room for sheep?
Call today to reserve your own fiber-
producing animal. Joslyn Seefeldt, 5738 Klug
Road, Milton, WI 53563. (608) 868-4070.

ARIZONA'’S FINEST: Moorit Merino and
Romeldale fleeces sold out until January
1997! Black or gray fleeces, roving from cov-
ered Rambouillets available. Susan Frazier,
26718 S. Sossaman Rd., Queen Creek, AZ
85242.

ATTENTION SPINNERS, WEAVERS, Knit-
ters! Karakul fleeces, roving, handspun yarns.
Sample kit $5. Coyote Pines Rare Breed
Conservancy, PO Box 487, Balgonie, Sask.,
Canada SOG 0EO. (306) 771-2797

AUSTRALIAN MOORIT MERINO. Beauti-
ful champion fleeces. Full range natural
colors. Send SASE to Australian Originals,
Lynn Robinson, Skidmore Fountain Bldg.,
28 S.W. First #103, Portland, OR 97204.
(503) 228-4484.

3
AUSTRALIA’S
Top quality, luxurious, clean, skirted fleeces of
various colors, types and breeds from 2000
sheep. Lustrous colored MOHAIR. Exotic
ALPACA. Also tanned skins.
Choose your own fleece by sight and feel.
Samples $3 U.S.
Prompt, friendly, personalized attention.

Cyril Lieschke, “CORA LYNN,” Henty N.S.W., 2658
Australia.

Custom Handweaving
Get our samples to have at home!

* EXOTIC YARNS. Silk & silk blends,
cashmere, camel, mohair, cottons.
Sample pack (including book, jewelry,
and equipment lists). Send $6.

* SPINNER’S SAMPLE PACK. Cut silk
top, spinning fibers, jewelry, equip-
ment, & books. Price lists send $1.50.

¢ CUT SILK TOP FOR SPINNING.

8 ounces for $16. Send #10 SASE
($.52) for color samples.

We are dealers for Ashford, Clemes &
Clemes, Lendrum, Louét, and Schacht.
We accept VISA and MasterCard.

Custom Handweaving
PO. Box 477 Dept. H,

Redondo Beach, CA 90277-0477
(310) 316-0910

(Hours by appointment)

[ )

Spin Hemp
We have the highest quality raw
Hemp materials available:

* Sliver and tow ready for spinning

* Wet spun yarn from China

« Strick and fiber for papermaking
* Hemp twine for jewelry, etc.

* 100% Hemp fabrics and blends

Visit us at Convergence ‘96

in Portland, July 17-21
(Booth #802)

1-800-BUY-HEMP

call for free catalog or samples

The Hempery

7002 SR 329 Guysville, OH, USA 45735
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BEAUTIFUL BORDER LEICESTER fleeces.
Clean and well-skirted. Grays, browns, black,
or white. Lois Burke, Rt. 3, Box 327
Kearneysville, WV 25430.

BEAUTIFUL, CLEAN FLEECES FROM hap-
py sheep. Coated white and natural colored
Corriedale, Romney, Border Leicester, and
crosses. White and natural-colored wool
rovings, felting batts, quilting batts. Kid mo-
hair rovings, dyed yearling mohair rovings.
40-plus samples/information: $2 and SASE
to Moonsshadow Farm, 11252 Kekke Road,
Chisholm, MN 55719.

BEAUTIFUL ROVING $8/LB. White and nat-
ural colors. Romney, mohair, Lincoln. Also
Merino, natural and dyed, and Merino/silk
roving. LSASE. Pintler Sheepcamp, 530
Faucher, Moxee, WA 98936. (509) 453-0183.

BONKERS FIBER CLUB! Receive quarterly
samples of beautiful hand-dyed spinning
fibers. Send 4 long SASE. Bonkers, PO Box
442099, Lawrence, KS 66044. (800) 447-5600;
e-mail 76725.1343@compuserve.com

CASCADE SHEEP & WOOL CO. has clean,
coated, and skirted fleeces for handspinning
in a wide range of natural colors and grades.
Samples $2. Also natural-colored lamb pelts.
R.R. 1, Box 60-SO, Rochester, IL 62563.
(217) 498-7522.

CLEAN COVERED WYOMING FLEECES.
Corriedale, Cotswold, Rambouillet, and cross-
es. White and colored. Coarse to fine. Sam-
ples $3. Wyoming Equality Fiber Works, Box
373, Upton, WY 82730. (307) 468-2702.

CLEAN ROMNEY FLEECES. White and
silver, shades of gray, black. In the grease or
carded. Mohair and mohair/lamb’s-wool
roving. Wool comforters, sheepskins, LSASE
for information. Spring Hill Farm, 3723
Beaver Valley Rd., Port Ludlow, WA 98365.
(360) 732-4856.

COLORED WOOL NATURALLY! Colored
and rare-breed fleeces and rovings. Jacobs our
specialty! Sample set $2. Kimberly Johnson,
7854 Six Mile Road, Battle Creek, MI 49017
(616) 979-2087

COLORFUL COOPWORTH FLEECES and
roving. Long, lustrous silver, pewter, char-
coal, black, and white. Bulk discounts. $2
samples. Katka Coopworths, 2644 Old Hwy.
2 N, Troy, MT 59935. (406) 295-5263.

COOPWORTH AND ROMNEY premium
lustrous fleeces, white and colored from cov-
ered, imported sheep. Also select breeding
stock for sale. Samples/info: $1/SASE to Silver
Creek Lambscapes, 6731 Torvend Road NE,
Silverton, OR 97381. {503) 873-6447

COOPWORTH FLEECES. Clean, covered,
skirted, handspinning fleeces. Lustrous white
and colored, including blue. $2 for sam-
ples/prices. Ewelings Farm, Rt. 3, Box 456,
Conrad, MT 59425.

CORMO FLEECES—covered, white, long sta-
ple, $4/1b plus shipping. SASE free samples.
Rick Lemmel, HC 79 Box 27 Mud Butte, SD
57758. (605) 748-2266.

CORMO ROVING. Sparkling white, buttery
soft. Limited quantities. $13/1b, plus shipping.
Hartline Studio, 0062 S. Rd. 110, Alamosa,
CO 80110. {719) 589-0275.

New Zealand Fleeces
Beautiful, clean, heavily skirted, top qudlity
spinning fleeces, White and Coloured.
Romney 6lb pack $33  Merino 6lb pack $43
Halfbred 6lb pack $38 Samples $2
Inclusive Postage, Check, VISA, MasterCard
STUART ALBREY, ARNO RD. 9, WAIMATE N.Z.
Farmstay guests welcome.

ALPACA

Wonderful Quality
Free Fiber Samples

1-800-736-0949

LIBERTY RIDGE
CUSTOM CARDING

Luscious dyed, carded wools, & mohair
Fleeces ¢ Fibers ¢ Books

50 samples $5
Reg. White and Black Romneys

Reg. Angora Goats
German & English

Angora Rabbits

&
LIBERTY RIDGE N
6175 Greenway-Lowell Rd. \ ]
Verona, NY 13478 %
(315) 337-7217

ABBITS

Bred for Wool

Production
& Personality

Angora Wool &

Fiber Blends
for Handspinners

BARBARA FERGUSON
P.O. Box 710
Oakland, OR 97462

CORRIEDALE FLEECES AND ROVING,
white/natural colored. Skirted fleece, wool,
wool/mohair roving samples: $2. SASE to the
handspinning shepherds at CLK Corriedales,
2170 W. Munger Road, Tecumseh, MI 49286.
(517} 431-2390.

CORRIEDALE FLEECES white, grown under
covers, lusciously soft, well-skirted. $3.50/1b
plus shipping. Samples SASE. Nipmuc Farm,
417 Carpenter Road, Hope, RI 02831
(401} 647-3513.

CORRIEDALE, MERINO, AND LLAMA rov-
ing; also mohair roving and 70/30 wool/
mohair blends. Available in white and brown.
For samples, send $2 to Sheegora Acres, 3506
Baldwin St., Hudsonville, MI 49426.

COVERED FLEECES, multicross Arcott,
Targhee, Jacob, and other breeds. LSASE for
fleece list. Stevens, R2, Box 142, Barnesville,
MN 56514.

COVERED ROMNEY FLEECES, white and
natural color. Whole or by the pound. Lamb
and adult roving. Samples $2. Sue’s Sheep,
11320 S. 866 E., Fairmount, IN 46928.
{317) 998-2295.

FINE & MEDIUM COVERED FLEECES &
roving: Columbia, Rambouillet, Corriedale,
and cross-breeds, white and colors. Send $2
for samples to Baynham Rambouillets, PO
Box 172, Philo, CA 95466. '

FINN & FINN CROSS SPINNING WOOL,
white and colored. Samples $2. Breeding stock
also available. Diana Griffith, 1702 10 Road,
Mack, CO 81525. (970} 858-1011; e-mail
103376.675@compuserve.com

FLEECE: LOVELY NATURAL-COLORED
fleeces from spinner's flock, $3/1b. Whites,
grays, blacks, and browns. Send SASE for
samples. Georgia Wolterbeek, Fairmount
Farm, Rindge, NH 03461.

FREE SHIPPING, FREE CATALOG. Award-
winning fleeces. Everything for the hand-
spinner. La Plata Farms, 1281 C.R. 123,
Hesperus, CO 81326. (303) 385-4375.

GRAND CHAMPION, LONG STAPLED,
fine and superfine, covered Merino fleeces.
From top Australian bloodlines. White and
colored. $9/1b, shipping included, 3 pound
minimum. Bliss Merino Sheep, 4714 Glade
Rd., Loveland, CO 80538. (970) 667-0208

GRANITE CREEK FARM—fine to medium
Rambouillet/Corriedale fleeces by the pound,
white or colored. Wool and mohair-blend
batts and rovings, natural or dyed. Spinning
and knitting supplies. Yarn or fleece samples
and price list $2. Marta Ljungkull, 642 27th
Ave., Cumberland, W1 54829. (715) 822-8766.

GREASE MOHAIR, ALL TYPES. We guar-
antee satisfaction. Ask about our club, quan-
tity discounts. Middlebrook Natural Fibers,
Maynard, AR. (501) 647-3136.

HAND-PICKED FLEECES FROM FLUME
Farm. Natural colors. Karakul, Navajo Chur-
ro, Scottish Blackface, colored mohair. Roving
available in Karakul, mohair. Please send $2
for samples, prices. Ann and Bill Chambers,
18101 N. U.S. Hwy. 666, Cortez, CO 81321,
(303) 882-4443.
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HANDSPINNING FLEECE—enjoy the
long, lustrous staple of covered, premium
quality Coopworth. Raw, heavily skirted,
washed/carded. White, gray, brown. Samples
with SASE. Paix Farm Woolies, Left Fork of
Hollywood, Newton, WV 25266.

HEALTHY, QUALITY SHETLAND SHEEP.
All for sale. $50-$450. Clean fleeces avail-
able. Laura Schwalbe, HCO 1 Box 67
Killdeer, ND 58640. (701) 764-5744.

HEMP FIBER. Available now! 18-count, wet-
spun yarn. Sliver, tow, hurds, bark, twine,
fabric. For 1-o0z. samples of raw materials,
send $5 and SASE for each item requested to
The Ohio Hempery, Inc., 7002 SR 329,
Guysville, OH 45735. To order quantities,
call (800} BUY-HEMP.

HEMP SPECIAL! Combed top, cream,
$19.50/1b. 8 + pounds, $14.50/1b. Five Soft
Yarns! Samples $2. 28 naturally dyed colours,
chart $10. Hemp Book, $37 postpaid.
Williams, 5806 Vancouver, Portland, OR
97217 (503} 286-4149.

JACOB FLEECES, JSBA registered, spin-
ner/weaver’s flock—top-quality, guaranteed
fleeces for handspinning. Send $2 for sample
and price list. Craft’s at Bluffton, 2572 Vil-
lage Rd., Decorah, IA 52101. {319} 735-5533.

KARAKUL FLEECES,mohair, very nice. Sam-
ples $1 each or $2 for both. High Plains Sheep
& Wool, PO Box 402, Simla, CO 80835.

KARAKUL ROVING—beautiful natural col-
ors. Excellent for felting and rug weaving.
$12/Ib. Send LSASE for samples and brochure.
Bowman Creek Sheep & Felt, 932 Zielinski
Rd., Goldendale, WA 98620. (509) 773-6977

KEEP YOUR WOOL CLEAN with SHEEP
COVERS from I've Got Ewe Covered,
2732 Westlake Ct., Longmont, CO 80503.
(303) 651-6041.

KRAUSE SHOW LINCOLNS. Clean, lus-
trous, white and colored, spinner-skirted
fleeces. $4/Ib (plus shipping). Samples $2.
Jeanette Krause, 3266 Klam, Columbiaville,
MI 48421. (810) 793-7472.

LLAMA FIBER: grown and organically
processed in the Pacific Northwest. Seven
natural colors in easy-to-spin roving $2/oz,
and soft, fine 2-ply yarns $4/oz. A few select
1995 fleeces from $1.50/oz. Free shipping and
handling. Friendly, personal service. Kay
Patterson, Hinterland Ranch, PO Box 1839,
Sisters, OR 97759, (541) 549-1215.

LINCOLN ROVING, WHITE/SILVER. Also
Romney and crosses batts, natural colors,
$8/1b plus shipping. Samples $1 Nelson’s
Sheep Shed, 41 Mt. View Ranch Road,
Goldendale, WA 98620.

LUSTROUS, FINE, WELL-SKIRTED, RAW
mohair. Kid, yearling, and adult from regis-
tered goats. SASE for sample and price.
Collier Registered Angoras, 101 S. Red Bridge
Rd., Roswell, NM 88201. (505) 623-8004.

Fine, long stapled, well-skurted
Cormo sptnnung fleeces.
White, Gray, Black. SASE for information.

Henry Ortmann, Box 2106,
Wolf Point, MT 59201 (406) 392-5277

Whit Brown
white MINNESOTA FIBERS 3 oy

Long, lustrous Coopworth fleeces, Merino and Corriedale Top
Free Brochure, or $3.00 and LSASE
for Spinnable Sample, Brochure.
Riverview Farm Pat Benson
13585 Co Rd 35W, Cokato, MN 55321
1-800-289-9498 (after 5 pm)

e COTTON
. Colored & White

> Organic + Hand-picked

f ‘Contact Katherine Hyatt for price list,
P.O. Box 233, Castalia, NC 27816

great prices . fast, friendly service "
.Q ;
g New Wools! g
&  Heathered top in five shades & a new 3
,E longwool. Other wools & wool blends, ~ ~
¥ mohair, nylon, angora & more. Colored & “as
S Pima cotton. Natural fiber yarns. :},
g Lynn’s Texas Fibers g
g (800) 997-8665 2
§ Free fiber samples and catalog 3
N 2014435 Kjpuarsf ‘ysof *  s201d waJSN

@ WOOLIES

¢ Angora Rabbits
¢ Angora fiber

¢ Handspun yarns
Healthy and happy French and English
bunnies in a variety of colors.

Warm Woolies

Cherie Faktor 53-2 'gg e(;r
6727 Roseland Dr. ahid prices

Urbandale, 1A 50322
Fax/Phone: (515) 276-7977

100% Vermont
CORRIEDALE WOOL
$4.50/lb. + shipping covered fleeces
Alpaca $4/0z.
WOOLY HILL FARM
Rd. 1, Bridport, VT 05734
(802) 758-2284

LUXURIOUS BACTRIAN CAMEL fiber.
Now taking orders for 1996. Send $3 and
LSASE for brochure and samples. dana’s
designs, Dana Locken, 13755 396th Ave.,
Bath, SD 57427

LUXURIOUS BLUE-RIBBON ROMNEY
fleeces, all natural colors. Extra-clean, lus-
trous, soft, and resilient. Kings Valley {since
1976), 39968 Ward, Monmouth, OR 97361.
(503) 929-2100.

NATURAL-COLORED BORDER leicester
romney cross handspinning fleeces. Clean,
long, silky. Send SASE for sample. Lauren
Paradise,Green Gate Farm, 1459 Hwy. F,
Hollandale, WI 53544.

NEW ZEALAND ROMNEY WOOL, excep-
tionally soft, fine crimp. Micron tested,
spinning counts 54’s-46’s. Raw and washed
fleece in two-pound lots—$6.50 and $8.
Skirted flecces $3/lb plus shipping.
Samples/info. SASE: Sunset Springs Ranch,
9914 Stonecrest Dr. S., Salem, OR 97306.
(503) 364-2485.

ORGANICALLY GROWN, fine, soft Cor-
riedale, whole fleece, well-skirted, white and
colored, $3/1b. David Lynch, Sunrise Farm,
5569 N. County Rd. 29, Loveland, CO 80538.
(970) 679-4274.

POLWARTH WOOL. White, long-stapled,
handspinner skirted. $4/1b plus shipping.
SASE for free samples to Nancy Ortmann,
HC50 Box 5, Alzada, MT 59311. Inquiries,
call {406) 828-4546.

RAMBOUILLET FLEECES from the Land of
Enchantment. Coated year round, carefully
sheared and skirted for the fiber artist.
Registered and grade lambs available. Two
first-class stamps to 30 Sheep and Wool,
306 Peach Lane, Carlsbad, NM 88220.
(505) 887-9629.

RARE-BREED FLEECES and roving in a va-
riety of colors and shades. Karakul and Jacob
our specialty. Brochure with samples—SASE.
Pandemonium Farms, 9741 N Drive North,
Battle Creek, MI 49017 (616} 963-5882.

SHETLAND FLEECES—WONDERFUL to
spin, from the fog-washed Oregon coast.
Breeding stock also available. Yaquina View
Farm, 7563 Yaquina Bay Rd., Newport, OR
97365. (541) 265-7463.

SHETLAND SHEEP AND FLEECES, premi-
um quality, all colors. Carol Fischer, Great
Plains Woolery, RR 1, Box 75D, Custer, SD
57730. (605) 673-5594.

SHETLAND SHEEP FLEECES—soft, varie-
gated natural colors, clean and well-skirted.
$8/1b, 3-1b average. Registered breeding stock
available. Serene Scenes of Gibson Farms, PO
Box 245, Siletz, OR 97380. (541) 444-2292..

SHETLAND SPINNING FLEECES—fine to
medium, in beautiful natural colors, $6-
$8/1b. Some llama, mohair, and carded fiber
also available. Send LSASE for samples. Kings
Valley View Farm, 38004 Alexander Rd.,
Philomath, OR 97370. {541) 929-6062..

124 SPIN-OFF

Summer 1996



SUMMER CLOSEQOUT! Roving, books,
yarns, dyes, spindles, 25% off! Gaywool
Merino sliver, 40% off, limited quantities.
LSASE for prices, samples. Plum Ridge,
25720-SO 465th Ave., Hartford, SD 57033.
(605) 528-6473.

TARGHEE, RAMBOUILLET, CORMO, and
crosses. Award-winning covered, well-skirted,
white and colored fleeces. Samples/prices $2.
Janet’s Fine Wools, Janet Thompson, 1295 E.
Mt. View, Fresno, CA 93725. (209) 896-7510.

TUSSAH NOIL $8/LB, Bombyx noil $8.50/1b,
Tussah sliver $15/1b. L.Y. International,
1808 Hatch St., Downers Grove, IL 60516.
(708) 510-0102.

Wool, Mohair, Buffalo, and Cashgora
fibers- Scouring, carding, felting,
and dyeing setvices.

Write or call-COWBOY FIBERS,
0073 Road 13 S., Alamosa, C0 81101.
(719) 589-8717 phone (719) 589-0586, fax.

S .

Corriedale Wool

Since 1942. Strong, medium, white or
colored fleeces. $2.50/1b. F.O.B.
SASE for sample.

Wooly Acre Farm
3446 W. 800 N., Royal Center, IN 46978-9411

UALITY ROMNEY 9
Q 4 f: -

FLEECES 4
Rovints ; D)_'gi ;EYarns )
616-679-5497 WARD FARMS

760 W. VW Ave, ® Schoolcraft, M[ 49087 Award-Winning Quality

Cotton $3/Ib.
Novelty ramie roving $9/lb.

Complete product price list $5 (re-
fundable)
Clearance & Specials list $1 + SASE

Prices subject to supply.
Shipping and/or applicable tax not included.

WOOL STATION, 4218 136th St. NE
Marysville, WA 98271 » (206) 653-2604

GERMAN ANGORA RABBITS

Prime 3” White Angora Fiber $40.00 Ib.
Angora Blend Rovings Sample $1.00
Irena Wolf « (810) 725-8984

FANTASTIC FIBERS TO SPIN
Silks *+ Camel Down + Alpaca Top
Domestic & New Zealand Rovings * Mohair
Goat * Angora * Pima Cotton * Lots of
exotic blends *« Merino Top ¢ Huge variety
of Australian and New Zealand fleeces
Spinning Equipment
Complete Yarn Samples $5.00
Fiber Samples $4.00 + Catalog $1

¢ THE FIBER STUDIO
Foster Hill Road
PO Box 637, Dept. S
Henniker, NH 03242
open Tues.~Sat., 104
(603) 428-7830

PARADISE FIBERS

2% of sales donated to fiberarts causes
Covered fleeces: Coopworth & crosses
Superwash Merino $14/1b.
Schacht-Lendrum-Ashford-Majacraft
wheels, tools, books, spindles, looms,
FREE CATALOG 1-800-484-6687 #1311
-we match prices-spinning @colfax.com

NZ & Australian Fleeces

Romney/Perendale slivers & batts—natural and
unique colors. Merino tops—white and colored.
Jacob fleece, Navajo Churro & Calif. Red.
Mohair—natural & dyed & wool blends.
Angora, silk, Alpaca. Louét, Ashford & Schacht
spinning & weaving supplies. Gaywool &
Country Classic Dyes. Samples $4 plus SASE.
BAR-B-WOOLIES, 5308 Roeding Rd.,
Hughson, CA 95326 « (209) 883-0833

Instruction

ACADEMY OF SPINSTERS—Fiber vaca-
tions! Classes—spinning, dyeing, fleece
weaving. Lodging provided. Send stamp for
information. The Sheep Shed, Box 731,
Encampment, WY 82325.

BODEGA ESTERO BED & BREAKFAST
farm. Historic retreat area of Sonoma Coast.
Small farm, 4 rooms, private baths. Classes
offered in conjunction with/without stays.
All aspects and levels of spinning from pur-
chasing fleece to finished garments. We raise
Angora goats, rabbits, sheep, and llama for
fiber. (800) 422-6321 or SASE to Box 362,
Bodega, CA 94922.

CALICO LLAMA classes in fiber-arts topics,
bookbinding, stenciling, etc. Large, quiet
farmhouse studio located in rugged, hardwood
region of Wisconsin. SASE for brochure.
Calico Llama, R5 Box 837 Richland Center,
WI 53581.

ENGLISH LAKE DISTRICT woolworking
holidays—spinning, natural dyeing, knitting,
embroidery. Old (1771} stone farmhouse in
village near Wordsworth's birthplace. Good
food and accommodation. Brochure: Carolyn
Rawlinson, Limetree House, Dovenby,
Cockermouth, Cumbria, England CA13 OPN.
Phone (01900) 824923.

GREAT DIVIDE WEAVING SCHOOL.
Mountain retreat. Tapestry! Easy! Great food!
Two students per class. Everything supplied.
Brochure: Box W-11, Divide, CO 80814-9018.
(719) 687-3249.

HILLCREEK FIBER STUDIO. Workshops in
spinning and natural dyeing, plus multi-
harness, triangular frame loom, and Navajo
weaving. Weekend and week-long. Bed and
breakfast. Workshop brochure: send SASE to
HFS, 7001 Hillcreek Rd. SO, Columbia, MO
65203. (314) 874-2233.

RIVER FARM WEEKENDS and Fiber Satur-
days. Year round on the banks of the Shenan-
doah in the Valley of Virginia. Beginner,
Intermediate, and Advanced Handspinning,
Priscilla Blosser-Rainey. Knitting, Priscilla
Gibson-Roberts. Overshot Weaving, Barbara
Miller. Indigo/Cochineal Dyeing, Maretta
Crider. Beginning Weaving, Maretta Crider.
Rug-weaving and Felting, Tacy Hawkins.
Catalog $1. The River Farm, 9400 Congress
St., PO Box 895, New Market, VA 22844.
(540) 896-5833, (800) 872-9665.

Northern Nevada’s Finest
2JP Ranch & Martel’s Acre
Satin Angora Rabbit, Home of:
“Awesome Dude” Champion Colored
Angora Buck CA State Fair 9/95 &
“Spreckles” Champion Colored Angora Doe
CA State Fair 9/95
1st Place “Colored Kid Mohair” & 1st Place “Colored
Yearling Mohair” at Estes Park Wool Show 6/95
Naturally Colored Mohair
Free price list. Polly Holmes, Shirley Martel,

4735 Quince Ave., Dept. S
Silver Springs, NV 89429 « (702) 577-2100

CUSTOM CARDING

OUR SPECIALITY
“Fine Fibers”

BATTS, ROVINGS, WEBS
FIBERS DYED

PROCESSED FIBERS AVAILABLE

THE RABBIT WREN
5026 72ND DRIVE SE « BVERETT, WA 98205
(206) 334-0153 « FAX (206) 397-0977

SPINNING, WEAVING, KNITTING
Classes & Supplies

Dealer for Lendrum, Louét, Country
Craftsman, Schacht and Ashford wheels.

Harrisville, Schacht and Leclerc looms.

Send $4.50 for a complete catalog of over
500 yarn samples and equipment list.
FIBER LOFT (Bare Hill Studios),

Rt. 111, P.O. Building, P.O. Box 327,
Harvard, MA 01451
(508) 456-8669
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THE BLUE WHALE

3330 SIMCOE ST. NORTH,
COLUMBLUS, ONT. L1H 7K4 CANADA

ph/fax:905-655-8406

e Natural yarns & fibres ¢ Workshops
e Handblended rovings e Kits in wooden
boxes ¢ Spinning wheels & Fleeces
» Sachets, essential oils, etc.

Free Price List » Sample cards. $3.00

Literature

ANIMALS EXOTIC & SMALL celebrating
our 8th year of publishing. AES is the pre-
mier journal of the exotic and miniature
animal industry! Now bimonthly and elec-
tronic! Please visit our web site at
http://members.aol.com/AESQ1/aesO1.htm
for current classified ads, breeders directory,
association listings, calendar of events, ad-
vertising rates, and much more. Visit our on-
line store at http://www.shopsite.com/AES/
Subscription U.S. $10 per year includes one
free classified per issue (20 words, addition-
al words 35¢ each. Phone orders welcome.
AES, 1320 Mountain Avenue, Norco, CA
91760-2852. (909) 371-4307; fax (800) 215-
9905; e-mail AESO1 @aol.com

ANGORA HANDBOOK, revised edition,
published by the Northern California Angora
Guild. Send $16.50 plus $1.50 shipping/ han-
dling {make check payable to NCAG] to
Suzanne Brady, Dept. S, 791 B St., Lincoln,
CA 95648. {California residents, add $1.36
sales tax.) Quantity discount available.

*Romney & Cormo Fleeces
*Alpaca Fleece & Yarn

*Natural & Dyed Roving
& Batts

okl i dd¢ *Natural & Dyed Yarns

Fox Hollow Farm and Fiber

30781 Fox Hollow Road
Eugene, Oregon 97405

(541) 343-6596

Cortiedale Sheep & Wool

{607) 962-8788

Please send LSASE
for information
and sample.

Richard M. Luce
1280 Sexton Hollow Road
Painted Post, N. Y. 14870

Published
quarterly for
a7 1 growers,
Black Sheep spinners and
Newsletter - :
textile artists

interested in black sheep,
wool and other animal fibers.

$14 per year
sam;!l)e cog' $3%°

Black Sheep Newsletter

DOMESTIC RABBITS offer income, hobby,
wool, garden by-products, and more! Get an
expert start with the American Rabbit Breed-
ers Association illustrated booklet, $1.50, in-
cludes information on membership benefits
including Domestic Rabbits Magazine and
Yearbook with breed listings. ARBA, Box 426,
Dept. P-15, Bloomington, IL 61702.

FREE SAMPLE COPY of colorful, 64-page,
quality textile magazine, “Textile Fibre
Forum.” This publication covers all the tex-
tile arts in the Australia region, and includes
New Zealand, plus an international compo-
nent. Just write to TAFTA, PO Box 38, The
GAP, Q4061 Australia (Send US $4 to have
your free copy sent airmail.) You'll love it.
No obligation.

THE SHEPHERD’S DOGGE, quarterly jour-
nal of the Border Collie, culture and lore,
historic and contemporary, published and
edited by a fiber enthusiast. Our 9th year.
$18/year. Sample $4.50. Woolgather, Dept.
S-O, Box 843, Ithaca, NY 14851 (607) 659-
5868; e-mail woolgather@clarityconnect.com

THE SPINNING WHEEL SLEUTH. A news-
letter about rare and unusual spinning
wheels. $16/4 issues. Sample $3.50. The Spin-
ning Wheel Sleuth, PO Box 422, Andover,
MA 01810.

é {{ RIVERFRONT OZARK MOUNTAIN RETREAT
X Spin, Weave, Knit, Stitch, Dye & More
FOR BROCHURE CALL OR WRITE:
The Fiber of Eden at OMAOQO Resort
HC 68 Box 115 Caulfield, MO 65626 1-800-990-6626_:
Private Lodging, Canoeing, Hiking, *Y]
\ Gourmet Meals pan 7

Spinning Llama & Alpaca
Book BY CHRIS SWITZER

* Wool preparation * Dyeing ¢ Spinning

* Marketing * Projects * more

BESTSELLERS BY BETTE HOCHBERG
BOOKS FOR SPINNERS
WEAVERS & KNITTERS

HANDSPINNER’S HANDBOOK. Practical
directions for spinning on the wheel. ~ $8.95
FIBRE FACTS. Guide to fibres & yams.
Choosing, using, finishing, care. $8.95
SPIN SPAN SPUN. Lively collection of
spinning & weaving myths, legends. ~ $8.95
HANDSPINDLES. Reviews history, use of
spindles. Instructions for spinning with all

&t

ethnic styles. $8.95
REPRINTS OF 16 TEXTILE ARTICLES
from U.S., overseas magazines. $4.95

At local stores, or mail order from: STRAW INTO
GOLD, 3006 San Pablo, Berkeley, CA 94702
(Add $1 shipping one book, $1.50 for two)

Australian Locker Hooking
by Signe Nickerson

Newly revised, now a spiral bound book.
Clear step-by-step instructions on
how to create your own masterpiece.
Doable projects for beginners with enough
challenge for the experienced. This is the only

American book in print on this craft.
54 pages, color cover pictures, b&w photos,
illustrations, graphs & patterns. 6x9, spiral bound
paperback. $9.95 plus $2.50 shipping/handling.

CRAFTY EWE, Box 1603,
Bonners Ferry, ID 83805. (208) 267-5062.

" Llamas

MAGAZINE

Since 1979
A beautiful four-color magazine
covering all aspects of llamas and alpacas.

1 year (7 issues) $25
2 years (14 issues) $45
Sample copy $5.75

Llamas
P.O. Box 100, Herald, CA 95638
\ (209) 223-0469 * FAX (209) 223-0466

NIROA

I NORTHWEST REGIONAL SPINNER'S ASSOCIATION INC.

Invites you to become a vital link
in a spinners communication
network to promote awareness of
the art and craft of handspinning
and to give spinners the
opportunity to share, learn, educate,
study, compete, cooperate.

Ten newsletters a year.

For more information send SASE to:

25455 NVV Dixie Mtn Rd 44 pages, $10+$1.60 postage P ON‘BN(:;‘(szg 55
Scappoose, OR 97056 Chris Switzer, PO Box 3800, iy
Dept SO, Estes Park, CO 80517 LI S s e
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“THE WOOL COOP”

@\ 17768 Riche Rd., Davis, IL 61019

%{é’&&/\ {815) 865-5413 &
&

AR BUY DIRECT FROM THE FARMI
Just a short drive Northwest of Rockford, IL
Wool, mohair, angora, llama
Raw, washed, carded, dyed, blended batts or rovings
Send a SASE for brochuret

NEW ZEALAND WOOLS
Well-grown, clean (greasy) suitable for all hand-
crafts. $US/Ib (P&P included).
White/Coloured Fleeces $5.50;
Rovings $6.50; Scoured $7.50; Working sample
packs $15.00; Samples $1. Also blends—
wool/other fibres.

DON & JANET PEEL
Exporters of Quality, Natural Coloured Wools
Raes Junction, RD Dunedin, New Zealand

SALLY'S SHOP

Source for All Your
Spinning and Weaving Supplies

Custom Dyed & Blended
Rovings

Catalog $2.00 m Fiber Samples on Request
Visit our Shop or Mail Order
Phone Orders Welcome! 10 am - 5:30 pm VISA/MC

139 College St., Wadsworth, OH 44281 B (216) 334-1996

Supplies

NATURAL-FIBER YARNS; spinning fibers;
natural and synthetic dyes; herbs and essen-
tial oils for mothproofing and personal use;
spinning, knitting, and weaving equipment;
and books. Earthsong Fibers, Rt. 3, Box 108,
Dept. SO, Westby, WI 54667 (608) 634-2775;
orders, {800} 473-5350.

PUMPKINSPUN FIBER DESIGNS—Spindle
Jewels™ new Celtic swirl earrings, support
spindles, more. Retail brochure $1, wholesale
brochure with credentials. Sadelle Wiltshire,
Pumpkinspun-SO, 400 Beech St., Bennington,
VT 05201. (802) 442-4921.

QUALITY, PRICE, SERVICE—always at SRH
for yarns, fibers, books, dyes, weaving/spin-
ning equipment. Price list {disk or paper], $2,
yarn/fiber sample catalogs. Suzanne Roddy,
Handweaver, 1519 Memorial, Conroe, TX
77304. (409) 441-1718 (phone/fax].

THE CRAFTY EWE HAS MOVED! For com-
plete locker-hooking supplies, wholesale/
retail, our new address is PO Box 1603,
Bonners Ferry, ID 83805. {208} 267-5062.

TYNSELL HANDSPINNING SUPPLIES. Tra-
ditional English woolcombs, flax hackles, fine
fibres, unusual fleeces, spinning equipment.
Catalog $3, sorry, no checks. 53 Cross Green
Road, Huddersfield, HD5 9XX, England.
Phone 01484 534273.

WEAVING AND SPINNING SUPPLIES &
equipment classes! Brochure available. The
Weaver’s Shop, 10675 West Law Rd., North
East, PA 16428. (800) 260-4346.

Natural Dyes

largest selection of natural dyes
wool yarn, books, natural dye & knitting kits
send SASE and $1.00 for catalog
Earthsong Farm
7327 Palo TiaRoad  Embarass, MN 55732

218-984-3247

Louise Heite is your American sour

Icelandic Wool

Spinners. weavers. knitters. and felters

call toll-free 1-800-777-9665

4 WOOL COMBS TE AL & CO\

DESIGNED
ESPECIALLY <
FOR FEMALE
SPINNERS
MADEBY . ° Lol .
PETER TEAL g, O

BE A PERFECTIONIST!
THINK WORSTEDS!!
THINK WOOL COMBS!!!

Please write for details
SAE/International Reply Coupons appreciated.

TEAL & Co
Woodcross Farm, Foxholes Lane, Creech St. Michael
TAUNTON, Somerset TA3 5RA England

Telephone: 01823 442880
L elephone )
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Spinner’s Question

Ordering a Handbuilt Wheel

Q.’ I can’t complain about the spinning wheel I have now. It’s a standard model
that’s sturdy and versatile. But last month I attended a spinning conference, and
one of the teachers there had the most beautiful wheel I've ever seen. I asked her
where it came from, and she gave me the name and address of the woodworker
who built it. Since then, I keep thinking about that wheel and wanting to order one
myself, yet I hesitate to make the commitment. What would you advise?

A First ask yourself whether you
would be happy having the wheel just
to look at, or do you want to spin on it,
too? Many spinners accumulate a col-
lection of special wheels just for the sat-
isfaction of owning and admiring them.
If you’ve got the budget and space for
that, order now! But if your goal is to use
the wheel, as a substitute for or supple-
ment to the wheel you have now, take
time to learn more about it before you
get out your checkbook.

¢ Call or write the woodworker and
ask for information. You will probably

receive a free brochure that describes
each of the models the woodworker
makes, stating overall size and weight,
drive wheel diameter, drive system,
drive ratios, orifice height and size, bob-
bin size and capacity, types of wood and

bearings used, accessories and options
that are available, and so forth. Study
this brochure, and compare the wheel
you're interested in to the wheel you
have. Make a list of any questions you
have or options you’d like to consider.

e Call or write the teacher (whose ad-
dress is probably in the conference book-
let, or can be obtained from the confer-
ence organizers, who may offer to for-
ward your letter). Explain that you're fas-
cinated by the wheel, and ask the
teacher’s opinion of its pros and cons.
Talk about what you're spinning on
now, and ask how the other
wheel compares to it. If you
like to spin a particular kind
of yarn—thick and soft, very
fine, high twist, novelty, or
whatever—say so, and ask
whether the teacher thinks
the wheel would be good for
that purpose. Most teachers
are glad to give advice, es-
pecially if you follow up
with a thank-you note.

e This is the critical step.
Even if you have to wait
some time or drive some
distance, try to arrange an
opportunity to spin on one
of these wheels. You might
be able to meet either the
wheel maker or the teacher
at an upcoming conference,
or perhaps they could refer
you to another spinner in
your area who has one like
it. Testing a wheel yourself is the best
way to see if it would satisfy you as a
tool, not just as a beautiful object. Plan
ahead and take along some fiber that
you're familiar with, so you won'’t have
to think about what your hands are

doing. Get used to the treadling first, and
try starting and stopping the wheel. As
you start spinning, adjust the drive ratio
and take-up tension until the “speed”
and “pull” seem right. If you have any
trouble or questions, ask for help. Then
spin a while and focus on how it all
feels. Now what do you think?

o If this is the wheel for you, talk to
the maker to sort out any options or spe-
cial features that you want, such as type
of wood, flyer on the left or right side of
the wheel, high-speed flyer whorls, extra
bobbins, matching chair, etc. Ask if you
can order additional or replacement parts
in the future (this usually isn’t a prob-
lem, but it doesn’t hurt to ask}. Discuss
whether he will ship the wheel to you
when it’s completed, or if you should
plan to go get it. Agree on a price. Put
everything in writing, and make two
copies—one for the wheel maker, and
one for you.

¢ Unless the wheel maker happens to
have one of these wheels on hand, your
order will probably join the end of the
line. The woodworker should be able to
give you an estimate of the waiting time,
which may be just a few weeks or
months or more than a year. You may
be asked to make a deposit with your
order and send the balance later, or you
may just pay all at once when the wheel
is done.

¢ As soon as you have it home, set up
the wheel, following the maker’s advice
on assembly and lubrication, and give it
a good workout. Check for any squeaks
or vibration. Try all the bobbins, all the
ratios, all the settings. If you notice any
problem or have any questions, contact
the maker immediately and ask for help.

o

Otherwise, happy spinning! <
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* spinning Hwy. W a

SHOP * weave \ s Ej

N 250 HWY. A Exit 108 -

COLUMBUS, WI 53925 S

414-MA-FIBER Madi <
Formerly McFarland’s Custom Carding adison

Sun Prairie

Romney Registered Sheep Since 1980 For Sale
Books: * Spinning ¢ Weavings * Sheep ¢ Knitting Stop By The Shop

Wheels: ¢ Schacht * Louét » Country Craftsman * Majacraft NEW- FAX us your orders... 414-623-4237

Norwood * Bear Creek * Ashford ¢ Fricke * Timbertop

=

MINI |
SUITCASE .
CHARKA

YOUR CHOICE
CHARKA’S

$99

54
l

viking come $49
HAC KLE Double Row Viking Comb
$1 25 FOR WOOL OR FLAX $30 DOUBLE ROW LOUET COMBS $79
$62
_ Shipping & Handling
Summer Spinning Spree $ 1-$ 48 $4.00
See and spin the new collection of cotton fibers $ 49-$125 $6.00
Saturday, July 13 10-5P.M. $126 &over $9.00
Wisconsin Residents
(SE_:(;?_? C|c()_tton I;I$20 $ ger pound Add 5.5%
ilk Hankies: Now $3 per oz. Yarn Keeper
Crystal Lurex: Opal Blue, Silver, Red, Blue, ) Bracelet $gggada A‘Ld
Amethyst AN, $12.95 .00 per order

Call or e Join Susan’s in the 90’ for your “Fiber Extravaganza”
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Spin-Off Autumn
Retreat and Workshops'
November 3-10, 1996
Snowbird, Utah,

you'll never forget—three-day workshops, four half-day seminars, a spinners’ market and gallery, fashion
show, spin-in, plus relaxed time for sharing your passion. Come spin your time with us.

WORKSHOPS NI

Kathryn Alexander ® Exploring Spinning and Color for Entrelac Knitting
Priscilla Gibson-Roberts @ Spindle-spun Sock Yarns
Olga Fedorova and Galina Khmeleva ® Creation of a Lace Shawl: The Orenburg demon
= Patricia Emerick and Jane Fournier ® Silk, Linen, and Cotton: From Flbejrto Finished Project
Judith MacKenzie ® The Bast Fibers: Flax, Ramie, and Hemp
Rita Buchanan ® Spinning the Yarn of Your Choice
Anne Sneary ® The Felted Vest
Deb Menz ® Creative Mudticolors with Combs
Bill Davis ® Spinning and Plying for Texture and Interest
Beverly Nissen ® Teasels to Teeth: A Survey of Carding

Tuition: $225 plus supplies

KathryaiAlexander ® Introduction to Entrelac Knitting
Priscilla Gibson-Roberts ® High-whorl Spindle Spinning
Olga Fedorova and Galina Khmeleva ® Spinning for Lace Knitting, Orenburg-style
Patricia Emerick ® Cotton. Spin a Field of Dreams
Jane Fournier ® Survey of Fleece Types
Judith MacKenzie ® Cashmere: Fiber from the Elegant Goat
Rita Buchanan ® Mastering Navajo Plying
Anne Sneary ® Scandinavian-style Feltmaking
Deb Menz ® Combing with Colors
Bill Davis ® Spinning Textured Yarns
Beverly Nissen ® Getting the Most out of Your Hand Cards
Erica Heftmann ® Introduction to Synthetic Fibers

- 2
g
R

Tuition: $265

1 “
Tuition for Workshop and Retreat: $450 plus supplies

REGISTRATIK

Workshop and retreat session enrollment guarantees optimum

interaction with the mentors.

Registration will be confirmed on a first-come basis according ’

to postmark no earlier than May 17. - _ LODGING

For registration materials, send your name, address, and 55¢ The Cliff Lodge at Snowbird Resort is nestled in the Wasatch Mountains jlt an
postage (no SASE) to: elevation of 8000 feet. This full service resort facility is only forty minutes fron
SOAR 96, Interweave Press the hubbub of Salt Lake City, but its serenity makes you feel a mllllon miles q
201 East Fourth Street, Loveland, CO'80537-5655 oy She place ol SRR —

Qutside of U.S. ¢all (970) 669-7672 in lieu of postage. Lodging and Meals: $77 /person/night/double occupancy \ ;

o
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