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Is spinning a seasonal activity? Are
we more likely to sit down at the wheel
when the temperatures dip and the leaves
start to change colors? There is definite-
ly something appealing about pulling out
baskets of wool and blending it with a bit
of bunny fuzz
on the fur
drum of my
drumcarder
to then spin

a warm yarn
for a cute
fuzzy cap

for my baby
when the cold
winds make
her cheeks
rosy. But real-
ly, I'm just as likely to do that in the summer when

I can sit on the back porch spinning as the kids play
in the sandbox and the bees buzz around the lav-
ender. Sure, in the summertime, my fiber time of-
ten involves laying locks of wool out to dry in the
warm sun or dipping skeins of yarn into an indigo
vat. In the winter, I'll spin while talking with fami-
ly during one of our many gatherings—it helps keep
my fingers away from the tempting sweets that pile
up on plates everywhere. And usually, I'm hopeful
about finishing one more small project to give as a
special gift—spun with love and affection. Spinning
helps me relax during what can be a very busy time
and just enjoy the people around me. Often a child
climbs up on my lap—wanting to help or learn.
Sometimes I put my project aside to make a quick
cape for a superhero or a bib for a doll. And after

Four ounces of
Falkland wool
dyed in the
Hyacinth Days
colorway from
www.fatcatknits
.etsy.com.

... knitted into an entrelac cap (following Abby Franque-
mont’s 4th Grade Hat pattern) for my oldest daughter,
Hannah.

the holiday season, when the quiet and the routines
are back in place, spinning adds rhythm, content-
ment, and color to what could be cold, gray days—
waiting for the spring bulbs to poke up through the
snow-covered earth. A lacy shawlette around my
neck seems to radiate warmth.

Happy spinning!
Amy Clarke Moore
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The New Re-designed Hopper!

* Pain Free Treadle

e Quieter

* Even easier band replacement
» Large 8oz Standard Bobbins

» New Split Treadle Design

To see this amazing split
Treadle Design, visit us at
SpinOlution.com

for our new video’s.
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Model Our thanks to Tabitha Goring who modeled the half gloves on the
odaeis . .
cover and the shawlette on page 73 and to Maggie Casey pictured
on page 36, who drove up to our photo studio in Fort Collins,
Colorado, from Boulder to demonstrate the details of spinning top.
And thanks to Kristin Childs who modeled the head band and gloves on page 58.

Props The tahkli spindle on the cover came in an All About Cotton kit

—_ from Cotton Clouds, Safford, Arizona. The Schacht Matchless
wheel on page 36 was made by Schacht Spindle Company in Boul-
der, Colorado. The inch gauge on page 68 was made by Rod Stevens
of Woodchuck Products, Taos, New Mexico.
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Calls for entries ¢ 52

populated by the

things that you,
our readers, make. Our community website
and our weekly e-newsletter have made it even
easier for us to reach out to you and ask you to
submit ideas for articles, projects, and galleries.
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For instance, we recently posted a
call for entries for Stephenie Gaustad’s
Helix Scarf at spinoffmagazine.com/
helixscarfcallforentries, which are due
December 13, 2010, and the results of
which will be showcased in the Spring
2011 issue of Spin-Off. All the details are
available in a PDF posted at the Web
address above.

If you don’t have access to a com-
puter, you can send a self-addressed
stamped envelope (SASE) to Spin-Off
Calls for Entries, Interweave, 201 East
Fourth St., Loveland, CO 80537-5655,
and we’ll send you the current calls for
entries that we've posted online.

S ﬂ ff Have a question about your Spin-0ff subscrip-
pl ¢ O tion? We have the answer. Visit our website,

t's about making yarn by hand

e-mail, call, or fax your question, and

we'll be happy to assist you.

Go to interweave.com and click on Subscription Services in the page footer for new
subscriptions, renewals, gift orders, and to change your address, pay your
bill, and to submit subscription questions or concerns.

E-mail: Spinoff@pcspublink.com e U.S. Customer Service: (800) 767-9638

Canadian & International Customer Service: (760) 291-1531
Fax Number: (760) 738-4805 e U.S. Mail: PO Box 469115, Escondido, CA 92046-9115
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ETTERS

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A TAHKLI
AND A BEAD-WHORL SPINDLE

Editor’s note: I recently received a note from
Stephenie Gaustad gently pointing out that the spin-
dle I had substituted for the tahkli for aesthetic pur-
poses in her article “Tahkli Spindles: Beyond Cotton”
in the Summer 2010 issue of Spin-Off is not actually
a tahkli. Oh, dear. Not only is it incredibly embarrass-
ing, but the potential for perpetuating misinformation
is huge. Please accept my apologies. Stephenie was
kind enough to explain the difference between a bead-
whorl spindle and a tahkli spindle.

Often the bead-
whorl spindle is called
a “tahkli.” And the
tahkli can be suspend-
ed and used like a drop
spindle. Today innova-
tion abounds. There are
many new small spindles
7, 3 with and without met-
A tahkli spindle featured on al shaft.s and with disk,
the cover of this issue. spherpld, pear-shaped,

i or onion-shaped whorls.

What is the distinction
between the two spindles?

Bead-whorl describes
. a class of lightweight
'~ spindles on which, as the
' name suggests, the whorl
is a bead. Shaft ends
can be pointed or blunt,
hooked or straight.
The shafts can be made
from a variety of materi-
als: wood, cane, or wire.

The bead-whorl spindle
featured in the Summer
2010 issue.

And our survey says...

And, likewise, the beads can be as varied as the
name implies: glass, ceramic, bone, horn, wood,
ivory, plastic, or metal.

Tahkli is the name of a specific spindle, with
both shaft and disk whorl made entirely of met-
al.* The ends of it are pointed to allow the spindle
to spin at a high rate of speed and to be unwound
at a speed like a charkha spindle. It is a support-
ed spindle used with the sharp metal tip resting on
a slick surface or in a smooth bowl. By its design,
the tahkli is a fast, fine-yarn tool, and in the hands
of a competent spinner, a tool that outproduces the
treadled wheel.

*The original (U.S.) source for the tahkli was
India. Bette Hochberg and Celia Quinn must have
imported thousands of these.

Stephenie Gaustad

Jackson, California

IN PRAISE OF NATURAL DYES

I am grateful to Elizabeth Fahey for reveal-
ing that walnut hulls have to be fresh off the tree
to be used as a dyestuff. I am a longtime propo-
nent of natural dyeing and have been given bags
of dry walnut hulls that I have dutifully soaked for
months and used for dyeing with little effect.

I was disappointed with Spin-Off for display-
ing red cabbage on the cover of the recent issue.
My efforts with red cabbage yielded a pale green,
which was decidedly fugitive. And where were the
dye materials from “my backyard?”

I have dyed successfully with locally grown
weld, tansy (not tansy ragwort), and pearly ev-
erlasting. The latter two are weeds and grow in
abundance here in the Northwest.

I have also been given wood chips from wood-
workers. Apart from Osage orange, I produced no

Does the change of seasons affect your
spinning habits?

O Yes, I spin warm things on cool
days and cool things on warm
days

O Yes, I hate spinning with sweaty
hands and work mostly in the
winter

O No, I am a constant spinner at all
times of the year

O No, there isn’t a noticeable change
of seasons where I live

Click the link in the Winter

2010 Table of Contents (under the
“Magazine” tab) at spinoffmagazine
.com to give us your answers.

In the Fall 2010 issue, we asked how

you prefer to see the calendar of events.

Here are the results.

36.6% I prefer to read the calendar in
the magazine

19.5% I would prefer to read the
calendar online in a PDF or
other fixed format

26.8% I would prefer the calendar
to be online in an interactive
format where I could add my
own event or festival listing

17.1% I don’t read the calendar or
don’t have an opinion about
where it’s located

winter 2010 = Spin-Off
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strong colors until I tried extracting dye with al-
cohol and immediately using the extract. Padauk
sawdust produced a lovely orange with alum mor-
dant, and purple heart chips yielded a very dark
green—almost black. I'm waiting hopefully for gifts
of more sawdust or wood chips.

I'd be interested to learn what results other nat-
ural dyers get from wood chips and local weeds. I
find very few spinners will take the trouble to mor-
dant their wool. Painted roving and space-dyeing
seem to be popular. I love the unpredictable colors
I get with natural dyes.

Wendy Ferrier

Whidbey Island, Washington

Response from Amy Clarke Moore: I did a bit of
online research before I experimented with the red
cabbage dye on the cover of Spin-Off and found a
couple of sources that explored the topic. Here is one:
http://resources.edb.gov.hk/~science/hkcho/2s/island

.pdf.

Pacific Wool and Fiber
“Spinners Choice”

At the end, it summarizes by stating that while the
color faded when the fabric was boiled, it didnt fade
when exposed to sunlight. Since I don’t plan on boil-
ing my wool, I thought it'd be a fun, easy dye to play
around with. So far; the samples that I dyed (and
washed with wool-safe detergent) haven't faded, and
they’ve been exposed to direct sunlight since early
June.

—

If you have comments you'd like to share
with Spin-Off, you can e-mail spinoff@
interweave.com. Please be sure to include
your full name and your city and state
(and country if outside the United States)
and let us know whether or not we may
consider your comments for publication
in future Letters departments.

I |

FREE
Shipping on Most
Wheels & Looms

Brown Sheep, Skacel, and
Louet Kmttmg Yarns

Weavnég Yarns Ashford, John Day, Louet &

Boat
Shuttles, Reeds

John Day & Louei
Combs & Hackles

Stick Strauch Carding Eqmpmenr

& More!

Ashford Kromski, Louet, LeClerc, Schacht
Floor, Table and Rigid Heddle Looms
Ashford John Day Kromski Leclerc
ﬁ 408 E First Street Newberg OR 9713

www.pacificwoolandfiber.com
s

; ' :&-
» NEW Books & DVDs

L ouet Scha( ht Strauch
503-5-
ll--'Ii-'ll'..SpH”'l'(’! "SC h(H( e.com
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Beautifully crafted, spins like a dream. Incredibly smooth and light to treadle.

Bobbin quick to change
with click bearing

Ball bearings for smooth
effortless treadling

3 speed whorl with ratios
of 8.5,11 & 15:1
(plus 18:1 bobbin lead)

Large 24 inch wheel

Includes 4 bobbins
and lazy kate

Y ol

Optional accessories:
Distaff, Double treadle
kit, High speed double
drive adapter kit, Sliding
hook flyer, Jumbo sliding
hook flyer, Quill spindle,
Spinning chair.

Made from beautiful New
Zealand Silver Beech
hardwood. Choose natural
wood or clear lacquer finish.

By Jo Reeve

Learn to spin with fiber artist Jo Reeve, author of the very popular Ashford Book of Carding. Reeve’s
comprehensive book covers beginning through to advanced spinning, fiber preparation, color
blending and techniques for spinning novelty yarns. Beautifully photographed, step by step
instructions, includes five easy projects for your unique handspun. 116 pages.

Visit an Ashford dealer to find out more about a f: r

the Elizabeth spinning wheel and other great Ashford products. WHEELS & LOOMS




Relax and
effortless spinning

ARIZONA

Fiber Factory

216 W. Main St.
Mesa, AZ 85201

(480) 969-4346
yarn@fiberfactory.com

Spin super fine to textured

yarns on the new e-Spinner.
smooth, portable
and so easy to use.

Quiet,

Convenient 110-220v external
power supply with multi-

The Squirrel’s Nest
4049 E. Camino Prinicpal
Sierra Vista, AZ 85650
(800) 340-5772
info@fibernuts.com

Studio Three

1440 W. Gurley St.
Prescott, AZ 86305

(928) 778-0307
studiothree@cableone.net

Howard’s Handwerk Haus
3054 N. First Ave. #8
Tucson, AZ 85719

(520) 882-7012
howspin@aol.com

Grandma’s Spinning Wheel
6544 E. Tanque Verde #150
Tucson, AZ 85715

(520) 290-3738
grandmasspinningwheel.com

Cotton Clouds, Inc.
5176 S. 14th Avenue
Safford, AZ 85546
(800) 322-7888
www.cottonclouds.com

country outlet adapters.

Lightweight and portable -
only 6lbs.

Quiet 12v direct drive motor.

Forward and reverse switch
for spinning and plying.

Includes lazy kate and 3 jumbo
bobbins with 8oz capacity.

Optional accessories:
12v car adapter for
complete portability now
you can spin at home or
in your car, RV or boat.

&

CALIFORNIA
Powell Sheep Co.
1826 Keyes Rd.
Ramona, CA 92065
(760) 789-1758

Denwar Craft Studio
236 E. 16th St.

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(949) 548-1342

Village Spinning &
Weaving Shop

425 Alisal Rd.

Solvang, CA 93463

(888) 686-1192

(805) 686-1192
www.villagespinweave.com

Ancient Pathways
1294 N. Wishon

Fresno, CA 93728

(559) 264-1874
www.ancientpathways.net

Custom Handweavers
2263 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View, CA 94043
(650) 967-0831

Carolina Homespun

/ Blue Moon Spinnery

455 Lisbon Street

San Francisco, CA 94112

(800) 450-7786
www.carolinahomespun.com

Mtn. Lady Yarns

24125 Red Cedar

Sugar Pine, CA 95383
(209) 586-7312
mtnladyarns@hotmail.com

USA Distributor: Foxglove Fiberarts Supply

Visit one of these dealers to test drive an Ashford spinning
wheel, drum carder or weaving loom.

Spin Web Ranch

1361 Easy Lane

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
(916) 939-1864
kbzspinweb@lanset.com

Rumpelstiltskin

1021 “R” St.
Sacramento, CA 95811
(916) 442-9225
www.yarnyarnyarn.com

COLORADO

Shuttles Spindles & Skeins

635 S. Broadway, Unit E
Boulder, CO 80305

(303) 494-1071 (800) 283-4163
www.shuttlesspindlesandskeins.com

Green Valley

Weavers & Knitters

2115 West Colorado Ave.
Colorado Spr, CO 80904

(719) 448-9963 (800) 457-8559

Table Rock Llamas

Fiber Arts Studio

6520 Shoup Road

Colorado Springs, CO 80908

(866) 495-7747
tablerockllamas@msn.com

Fireside Farms

898 21 1/2 Rd.

Grand Junction, CO 81505
(970) 858-9288

CONNECTICUT

In Sheep’s Clothing

98 Main St.

Torrington, CT 06790
(860) 482-3979
www.in-sheeps-clothing.com

The Wheel Thing
454 Wells Hills Rd.
Lakeville, CT 06039
(860) 435-2626

FLORIDA

Uncommon Threads

31962 U.S. 19 North

Palm Harbor, FL 34684

(727) 784-6778
uncommonthreads@tampabay.rr.com

GEORGIA

Clay House

770 Oglesby Bridge Rd.
Conyers, GA 30094
(770) 483-6884

IDAHO

The Sheep Shed
76 N. Robinson Rd.
Nampa, ID 83687
(208) 466-4365
sheepshed@q.com

ILLINOIS

The Fold

3316 Millstream Rd.
Marengo, IL 60152

(815) 568-5320
thefold@mc.net
www.handspinning.com/thefold

INDIANA

Crete’s Spinning Hut
Hutton Llamas & Alpacas
3199 East 125 South
Winamac, IN 46996

(574) 946-4908

Sheep Street Fibers
6535 State Road 252
Martinsville, IN 46151
(812) 597-5648

www.sheepstreet.com

Heckaman’s Quilts & Yarns
63028 U.S. 31 South
South Bend, IN 46614
(574) 291-3918

The Fiber Closet

109 W. High St.

Rockville, IN 47872

(765) 569-2953
fibercloset@sbcglobal.net
www.fibercloset.com

Grinny Possum Fiber Arts
248 Spring St.
Jeffersonville, IN 47130
(812) 284-9400
www.grinnypossum.com

IOWA

Rose Tree Fiber Shop
2814 West Street
Ames, IA 50014

(515) 292-7076

Country Lane Fiber Arts
2860 Quincy Ave.

New London, 1A 52645
(319) 367-5065
clfa@iowatelecom.net

KENTUCKY

Blueball Mountain

Spindle & Needle Works

7776 Rineyville Big Springs Rd
Rineyville, KY 40162
(270)-763-3352
www.blueballmountainspindle
andneedleworks.com

The Woolery

239 W. Main St.
Frankfort, KY 40601
(800) 441-9665
www.woolery.com

L.S.H. Creations
1584 Wellesley Dr.
Lexington, KY 40513
(859) 231-0258
Ish-creations@usa.net

MAINE

Shearbrooke Farm

400 Saco Rd.

Standish, ME 04084

(207) 642-3067
shearbrooke@roadrunner.com

Halcyon Yarn

12 School St.

Bath, ME 04530

(800) 341-0282
service@halcyonyarn.com
www.halcyonyarn.com

MARYLAND

The Drafting Zone
Custom Fiber Processing
16513 Sylvan Drive
Bowie, MD 20715

(301) 464-5738
lohra@aol.com

MASSACHUSETTS
Fiber Loft

9 Mass. Ave (Rte 111)
Harvard, MA 01451
(978) 456-8669
www.TheFiberLoft.com

Mind’s Eye Yarns

22 White St.

Cambridge, MA 02140
(617) 354-7253
www.mindseyeyarns.com

The Country Crafter
304 Lakeside Rd.
Hanson, MA 02341
(781) 294-4556

Spin-A-Bit

475 Plymouth St.
Middleboro, MA 02346
(508) 946-3343
spinabit.com

MICHIGAN

Heritage Spinning

& Weaving

47 E. Flint.

Lake Orion, Ml 48362
(248) 693-3690
www.heritagespinning.com

The Spinning Loft

123 Mason Rd.

Howell, MI 48843

(517) 540-1344
www.thespinningloft.com

Lady Peddler

142 E. State St.
Hastings, Ml 49058
(616) 948-9644
ladyp@iserv.net

MINNESOTA

Detta’s Spindle

2592 Geggen-Tina Rd.
Maple Plain, MN 55359
(763) 479-1612
dettas@aol.com
www.Dettasspindle.net

St. Peter Woolen Mill

101 W. Broadway

St. Peter, MN 56082

(800) 208-9821 (507) 934-3734

At Loose Ends

357 3rd Ave SE

Perham, MN 56573

Ph/Fax (218) 346-YARN(9276)
info@atlooseends.com

Yesterday’s Crafts
315 Basswood Ave
Burtrum, MN 56318
(320) 573-5566

MISSOURI

Weaving Dept. /Myers
House

180 W. Dunn Rd.
Florissant (St. Louis)
MO 63031

(866) 921-7800

ATwist in Time

310 S.) Hwy.

Lamar, MO 64759
(417) 682-5931
www.atwistintime.com

8040 NE Day Road, Suite 4F, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
Phone (206) 780-2747, www.FoxgloveFiber.com
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Carol Leigh’s Hillcreek
Fiber Studio

7001 Hillcreek Rd.

Columbia, MO 65203

(800) 874-9328 (TRI-WEAV)
clhfs@aol.com
www.hillcreekfiberstudio.com

Kiddin’ A-Round
104 S. Main
Clinton, MO 64735
(660) 885-6614

Yarn Farm LLC
614 Pickelsford Rd.
St. Clair, MO 63077
(636) 629-0567

MONTANA

Din a Si Farm

6726 Hwy 312

Billings, MT 59105

(406) 373-6542
www.montanasheep.com

NEBRASKA

The Plum Nelly

113 N. Hastings Ave.
Hastings, NE 68901
(402) 463-6262

NEW HAMPSHIRE
The Fiber Studio

9 Foster Hill Rd.
Henniker, NH 03242
(603) 428-7830
www.fiberstudio.com

Mirage Alpacas

232 Lempster Mountain Rd.
Washington, NH 03280
(603) 495-3435
miragealpacas@conknet.com

The Elegant Ewe

71 South Main St.
Concord, NH 03301
(603) 226-0066
info@elegantewe.com
www.elegantewe.com

The Wool Room
218 Pleasant St.
Antrim, NH 03440
(603) 588-6637

Hodgepodge Yarns & Fibers
59 Belknap Ave.

Newport, NH 03773

(603) 863-1470

Spin AYarn

9 Mitchell Ave.
Binghamton, NY 13903
(607) 722-3318

Daft Dames Handcrafts
13384 Main Rd. Rte. 5
Akron, NY 14001

(716) 542-4235

Winderwood Country Store
4934 State Route 245
Naples, NY 14512

(877) 287-2501

Rumpelstiltskin Yarns

22 Main St.

Sayville, NY 11782

(631) 750-1790
www.rumpelstiltskinyarns.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Gate City Yarns

231 S. Elm St.
Greenboro, NC 27401
(336) 370-1233
www.gatecityyarns.com

Shuttles Needles & Hooks
214 E. Chatham St.

Cary, NC 27511

(919) 469-WEAV
ShutNedHok@aol.com

The Tail Spinner

109 North Wilmington St.
Richlands, NC 28574
(910) 324-6166
www.tail-spinner.com

OHIO

The Little House

1927 Main Street

Clyde, OH 43410

(800) 554-7973
www.littlehousespinning.com

Sally’s Shop

141 College St.
Wadsworth, OH 44281
sallyshop1@cs.com

Fiberworks

1350A N. Fairfield Rd.
Dayton, OH 45432
(937) 429-YARN (9276)
fibrwrks@aol.com

OKLAHOMA

Weavery at Indian Meridian
624 S. Henney Rd.

Guthrie, OK 73044

Express yourself!

Create beautiful, fun, funky & wild batts. Add wool, silk,
cocoons, noils, ribbons, bits, pieces and more...

Includes cleaning brush,
clamps and doffer.

Adjustable packer brush
Extra long 72ppsi teeth
Adjustable drum clearance
6:1 carding ratio

4in carding width

Makes a 12 oz batt
Finished batt size 24in x 6in
Portable - under 8lbs
Rubber feet

Assembled and lacquered

NEW JERSEY (405) 822-8927

Woolbearers www.indianmeridian.com

90 High St.

Mount Holly, NJ 08060 OREGON

(609) 914-0003 Soft Horizons —

woolbearers@verizon.net 412 E. -13th Ave. Adjustable packer brush. Doffer storage and Cleaning brush slides

Eugene, OR 97401 Extra long 72ppsi teeth convenient hand hold for under feed-in tray for

NEW YORK (541) 343-0651 (888) 269-6806 Canying il
Countrywool.com
59 Spring Rd. Wool Company

990-2nd St. SE
Bandon, OR 97411
(541) 347-3912 (888) 456-2430

Hudson, NY 12534
(518) 828-4554

General Bailey Homestead

Farm The Web-sters

340 Spier Falls Rd. 11 North Main St.

Greenfield Ctr., NY 12833 Ashland, OR 97520

(877) 471-WOOL (800) 482-9801

www.generalbaileyfarm.com Fax (541) 488-8318
websters@mind.net
www.yarnatwebsters.com

International Inquiries: Ashford Handicrafts Ltd aﬁl{brd
415 West Street, Ashburton, New Zealand

Phone +64 3 308 9087, www.ashford.co.nz
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Introducing the NEW

The Katie Loom is the perfect multi harness loom for workshops,
sampling, travel and fun.

® Portable - easy to fold and pack

e Compact - 12%/, inch weaving width

e Light - 14V bs

e Convenient - handy front levers

® Smooth - overhead beater with bounce back

e Easy - beater flips up and out of the way for easy threading
e Versatile - eight harness fully functional table loom

stainless steel reed, 320 texsolv heddles,
threading hooks, step-by-step instruction
and sturdy padded carry bag.

Stonehill

104 East Ufer.
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
(830) 990-8952

(877) 990-8952
www.stonehillspin.com

UTAH

The Needlepoint Joint
241 Historic 25th St.
Ogden, UT 84401
(800) 660-4355

VERMONT

Ellen’s 1/2 Pint Farm

85 Tucker Hill Rd.

Norwich, VT 05055

(802) 649-5420
ellens@together.net
www.ellenshalfpintfarm.com

PENNSYLVANIA

The Knitter’s Underground
308 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Centre Hall, PA 16828

(814) 364-1433
yarnshop@aol.com

SOUTH CAROLINA

North Woods Farm Fiber Co., LLC
221 North Main St.

Campobello, SC 29322

(864) 468-4220
www.northwoodsfarm.com

SOUTH DAKOTA

Natural Colored Wool Studio
109 N. 2nd Street

Groton, SD 57445

(605) 397-4504

The Mannings Handweaving
School & Supply Center

1132 Green Ridge Rd.

East Berlin, PA 17316

(800) 233-7166
www.the-mannings.com

Hot Springs Ace Hardware
207 S Chicago St.

Hot Springs, SD 57747
(605) 745-5173
fallriverfibers@yahoo.com

TEXAS

Heritage Arts

10740 County Road 102
Grandview, TX 76050
(817) 866-2772
heritarts@aol.com

Labadie Looms /Utopia
2572 0ld Phila Pike (Rt 340)
Bird-in-Hand, PA 17505

(717) 291-8911
lambobaa@hotmail.com

Steam Valley Fiber

2304 Steam Valley Rd.
Trout Run, PA 17771

(570) 998-2221
www.steamvalleyfiber.com

Mad About Ewes

2985 Mexico Rd

Milton, PA 17847

(570) 441-5167
www.madaboutewes.com

The Merlin Tree

W. Glover, VT

(802) 754-6433
spinfix@sover.net
www.themerlintree.com

VIRGINIA

Misty Mountain Farm

154 Quail Call Lane
Amissville, VA 20106

(540) 937-4707
www.mistymountainfarm.com

WC Mercantile

201 E. Washington Ave
Navasota, TX 77868
(936) 825-3378
www.wcmercantile.com
Althouse’s Sewing Center
2371 Packhouse Rd.
Fogelsville, PA 18051

(800) 615-3216
www.AlthousesSewingCenter.com

RHODE ISLAND

Rhode Island Handspun
1021 East Ave (Route 107)
Oakland, Rl 02858-1006
(401) 568-4934
sudiz7@earthlink.net

White Rock Weaving Center
1212 Tavaros Ave

Dallas, TX 75218

(214) 320-YARN (-9276)
www.whiterockweaving.com

Hunt Country Yarns
6482 Main St.

The Plains, VA 20198
(540) 253-9990
hcy@skeins.com
www.skeins.com

Catherine Whipple Dodds
225 North King St.
Leesburg, VA 20176

(703) 777-4256

Upstairs Studio
111 1/2 N. 2nd St.
Laporte, TX 77571
(877) 722-4996

The Katie Loom comes assembled and lacquered.
Includes: 2 lacquered stick shuttles, 10 dpi

booklet,

Stony Mountain Fibers

939 Hammocks Gap Rd.
Charlottesville, VA 22911

(434) 295-2008
Barbara@StonyMountainFibers.com

WASHINGTON

Weaving Works

4717 Brooklyn Ave. NE

Seattle, WA 98105

(888) 524-1221 (206) 524-1221

Northwest Handspun Yarns
1401 Commercial St.
Bellingham, WA 98225

(360) 201-5141

Fibers Etc.

705 Court C.
Tacoma, WA 98402
(253) 5313257
(253) 572-1859

Paradise Fibers

1011 N. Thor St.
Spokane, WA 99202
(509) 536-SPIN (7746)
(888) 320-SPIN (7746)
info@paradisefibers.net
www.paradisefibers.net

Knot Just Yarn

500 E. Fairhaven Ave
Burlington WA
1-888-477-KNIT
www.knotjustyarn.com

WISCONSIN

Bahr Creek Llamas & Fiber Shop
N1021 Sauk Trail

Cedar Grove, WI 53013

(920) 668-6417
demaster@bahrcreek.com

Visit one of these dealers to test drive an Ashford spinning wheel or weaving loom.

USA Distributor: Foxglove Fiberarts Supply
8040 NE Day Road, Suite 4F, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
Phone (206) 780-2747, www.FoxgloveFiber.com

Sheeping Beauty Fiber Arts
W297 Ng588 Hartley Rd.
Hartland, WI 53029

(262) 623-0244
www.sheepingbeautyfiberarts.com

Apple Hollow Fibers
732 Jefferson St.
Sturgeon Bay, Wl 54235
(920) 746-7815
www.applehollow.com

Susan’s Fiber Shop

N250 Hwy. A

Columbus, WI 53925

(920) 623-4237

(888) 603-4237 orders
susanfiber@internetwis.com
www.susansfibershop.com

Mielke’s Fiber Arts LLC
3086 Co. Rd. PP
Rudolph, WI 54475

(715) 435-4494
www.mielkesfiberarts.com

Red Barn Farm

River Road

Butternut, WI 54514
(715) 769-3773
rose@redbarnfarm.net

The Fiber Garden

N5095 Old 54 Road

Black River Falls, WI 54615
(715) 284-4590
infor@fibergarden.com
www.fibergarden.com

Egdewood Arts

109 N. Main St.

Waupaca, WI 54981

(715) 258-0909

(715) 258-0717 (fax)
edgewoodarts@gglbbs.com

aShford
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INS THE WHORL SPINS

BY LI1Z GOOD

SHEEP IN THE STREET
CAMPAIGN FOR WOOL

On October 11, sheep could
be found grazing Savile Row,
the street in central London
synonymous with men’s fine
tailoring. Cars were removed to
make space, turf was laid, and
fences and a barn were built

overnight in anticipation of the gy c-_
early morning arrival of the "} | » ik .
sheep. The organizers hoped to e \ F 4 k’ IMAGE COURTESY OF THE CAMPAIGN FOR WOOL
bring as much attention to the  gymoor Horn sheep on Savile Row, London,

wool itself as to the products October 11,2010.

made from it.

The sheep kicked off Wool Week (October 11-17) in the United Kingdom, which
aimed to highlight the natural advantages of wool. Over ninety apparel and interior Faiii
retailers, representing four hundred stores, took part. Wool Week offered the IMAGE'COURTESY OF THE CAMPAIGN FOR WOOL
public the opportunity to interact with wool and sheep with events from Meet the Bowmont Merino sheep on Savile Row,
Sheep (highlighting different breeds) and sheep parades to in-store events and London, October 11,2010.
specially organized knitting workshops.

Wool Week marked the start of the five-year Campaign for Wool aimed at
reconnecting people with the versatility of wool and supporting sheep farming and
the international textile community. The campaign was convened by the Prince of Wales with the support of British, Aus-
tralian, South African, Norwegian, and New Zealand woolgrowers. The campaign will extend globally in 2011 into Austra-
lia, France, Germany;, Italy, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, and the United States.

You can see a video of the sheep on Savile Row at www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOLtQBwXW1s. For more informa-
tion, news updates, and events, visit www.campaignforwool.org.

FELTUNITED—THE INTERNATIONAL
DAY OF FELT

October 2 marked the second International
Day of Felt. Inspired by the designation of 2009
as the United Nation’s International Year of
Natural Fibres, artists Elis Vermeulen (of the
Netherlands) and Cynthia Reynolds (of Norway)
created FeltUnited. FeltUnited is a nonprofit
group of artists from around the world that aims
to connect feltmakers and to raise awareness of
felt as both an art and a craft.

For the International Day of Felt, FeltUnited

SRGMESN  asks felt artists around the globe to display their
Elis Vermeulen’s work, Speak friend and enter, was part felt outside their homes and studios by wear-
of the first annual International Day of Felt. ing it, hanging it, or showing it in large installa-

tions. Participants are asked to take photographs
and submit them to be part of an online exhibit that is archived on the website. Preparations are underway
for the 2011 International Day of Felt, and updates will be available on the website. For more informa-
tion, visit www.feltunited.com.
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Knit Socks! 17 Classic Patterns for Cozy Feet

by Betsy Lee McCarthy

In this revised edition of the original 2004
publication, Betsy Lee McCarthy adds more pat-
terns and material, resulting in a total of sev-
enteen socks knitted from the top down with
instruction on how to knit them using double-
pointed needles, two circular needles, or the
magic-loop method. I was impressed with the
pages devoted to how to knit with these methods and
how they relate to one another so that the sock knitter
can choose the technique he or she likes best, no matter
how the original pattern was written.

If you've never knitted socks before, this book is a
good place to start, with skill levels addressed from be-
ginner through intermediate and advanced. There are
comprehensive directions including clear illustrations
and photography. I always love a sock-knitting book that
includes the sock pictured with all its anatomy: cuff, leg,
instep, heel flap, heel turning, gusset, etc. McCarthy’s
sock clearly lays out all the parts so the knitter can re-
fer to the picture and know where on the sock map he
or she might be.

This is what I call a “plug-and-knit” type of book,
wherein one set of directions is given, and numbers are
inserted in those directions by the knitter depending on

the size sock you will be knitting. Sizes range from tod-
dlers’ through men’s socks. Techniques range from sim-
ple stockinette stitch to cables, lace, stranded knitting,
and slip-stitch patterns. There are tips on how to substi-
tute stitch patterns you might like to incorporate into a
sock, hence giving the knitter the chance to make per-
sonal design decisions.

I did find a few problems with the descriptions of
techniques and accompanying illustrations—the most
confusing to a new knitter could be in the section on
weaving in ends. Happily, there are many choices provid-
ed if one method is confusing to the knitter.

There is no information regarding handspun yarns. An
advanced-beginning spinner might be able to approximate
the commercial yarn weights recommended if he or she
had samples of such yarns to match while spinning.

Allin all, this is a nice book to get you started on socks and
help you move up the ranks to some more advanced patterns.
Thumb through the entire book and you will happen upon
tips strewn here and there. This could be a little treasure in
your library to refer back to time and time again.

—Allison Judge
North Adams, Massachusetts: Storey Publishing, 2010. Paperbound, 175 pages, $12.95.
ISBN 978-1-60342-549-0. www.storey.com.

Spin Dye Stitch: How to Create and Use Your Own Yarns

by Jennifer Claydon

Jennifer Claydon’s new book, Spin Dye Stitch,
introduces spinning and dyeing to the novice.
The author assumes the reader will have no ex-
perience with these crafts and covers materials,
tools, and methods for both activities.

The book begins with spinning. Claydon
presents a variety of fibers by type and preparation, and
there is a brief introduction to the spindle and spinning
wheel. Claydon includes excellent labeled photos of two
wheels, their parts, and how they work. Both are up-
right models; one is double drive, the other is flyer lead.
There are photos and descriptions of optional fiber tools.
Claydon presents how to spin on a spindle and wheel
with encouraging text, excellent photos throughout, and
troubleshooting suggestions.

Claydon then introduces tools and materials for the
dyer. She describes several application techniques, again
including excellent process photos. The variety of meth-
ods presented gives the potential dyer many choices, in-
cluding dyeing fiber before or after it is spun and dyeing
fiber and yarn on the stove top, in the microwave, or in
a Crock-Pot.

Claydon includes a few simple projects using hand-
spun yarns. She starts with knitting projects that prog-

Spin-Off = spinoffmagazine.com

ress from simple to more ambitious. Then there are
weaving projects, followed by felting and craft ideas
using handspun yarns.

The last portion of the book is a gallery of spun yarns
showing a variety of fibers, colors, and the results of
fiber preparation methods. Photos in this section are
very helpful to the novice because Claydon includes
photos of fiber with the yarn spun from it.

People new to spinning and dyeing will get a nice
overview from an encouraging spinner-author. However,
a greater variety of spinning wheels either photographed
or diagrammed would have been welcome for potential
spinners. There are a brief two paragraphs on fiber prep-
aration; a little more depth here would have also been
helpful. I would have liked some commentary in the
dyeing chapter on weighing dyes for mixing, and I'm
concerned that there was no mention of the dangers of
inhaling dye powders, including food dyes such as pow-
dered drink mixes, which perpetuates an unfortunate
impression that drink-mix powders are inherently safe
to use with children.

Readers will find much useful information: novices
will find excellent techniques and positive suggestions,
and the experienced spinner may also find a few useful

—continued on page 17



Make It your own,

Julia Victoria - OAK Victoria - BEECH

Ratios Julia - 6:1 - 8.5:1 - 12.5:1 - 19:1 Victoria - 6:1, 8.5:1, 13:1
Optional high speed set provides ratios of: Victoria - 6:1, 8.5:1, 19:1 and 20:1
Julia - 6:1, 8.5:1, 19:1 and 27:1 - set includes 3 highspeed bobbins, driveband and highspeed flyer

brake system - scotch tension
Includes 3 bobbins, lazy kate and standard flyer (4 bobbins standard for Julia)
orifice size 8mm (5/16”) and 12 mm (1/2”)

Optional Stand Alone Lazy Kate and Optional folding Skeinwinder

All rotating parts run on ball bearings.
Made out of solid and laminated beech or oak (Victoria), smoothly lacquered.

north america

make It your own

\;’/ . Elite Drum Carder Standard Drum Carder

Louet North America Louet bv (For inquiries outside North America)
808 Commerce Park Dr., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 139 Kwinkweerd, 7241 CW LOCHEM Holland m

info@louet.com www.louet.com info@louet.nl  www.louet.nl




L ouet North America authorized retailers

ARIZONA

The Fiber Factory

216 West Main St., Mesa, AZ 85201
480-969-4346  (fax) 480-969-2365
yarn@fiberfactory.com
www.fiberfactory.com

Grandma's Spinning Wheel
6544 E. Tanque Verde Rd, #150
Tucson, AZ, 85715
520-290-3738
spinningramma@aol.com

CALIFORNIA

Carolina Homespun

Morgaine Wilder

455 Lisbon St., San Francisco, CA 94112
800-450-7786 or 415-337-6876
morgaine@carolinahomespun.com
www.carolinahomespun.com

Purlescence Yarns

Nathania Apple

586 S. Murphy Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 94086
408-735-9276 (phone&fax)
info@purlescenceyarns.com

Village Spinning & Weaving Shop

John Novak

425 Alisal Rd., Solvang, CA 93463
805-686-1192 888-686-1192 (order line)
villagespinweave@earthlink.net
http://villagespinweave.com
COLORADO

Bountiful

Lois & Bud Scarbrough

211 Green Mountain Dr.,
Livermore, CO 80536
970-482-7746  970-484-0058 (fax)
877-586-9332 (toll free)
info@bountifulspinweave.com
www.bountifulspinweave.com

Homespun Shed
Donna Ardito Gower
1488 Guatamote Drive
Pueblo West, CO 81007
330-465-0193

Shuttles, Spindles & Skeins

Maggie Putman & Judy Steinkoenig
635 S. Broadway #E, Boulder, CO 80303
303-494-1071

Table Rock LLamas Fiber Arts Studio &
The DyeWorks
Kris Hill

IOWA

The Rose Tree Fiber Shop

Rosemary Heideman

2814 West Street, Amea, |IA 50014-7429
515-292-7076

KENTUCKY

The Woolery

239 West Main Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
800-441-9665 (toll free)
502-352-9802 (fax)
info@woolery.com
www.woolery.com

MAINE

Down Home & Company
Lorinda O'Brien

10 Toll Bridge Lane, Fryeburg,
ME, 04037

207-925-1811
braelynfarms@hotmail.com
www.downhomecompany.com

Halcyon Yarn

12 School St., Bath, ME 04530
800-341-0282  207-442-0633 (fax)
www.halcyonyarn.com
halcyon@halcyonyarn.com

Portland Fiber Gallery & Weaving Studio
Melodi Hackett

229 Congress St., Portland, ME 04101
207-780-1345

207-347-7168 (fax)
info@portlandfibergallery.com

MARYLAND

Kendig Cottage

Vicki Michalski

Owings Mills, MD 21117
410-336-9650
info@kendigcottage.com
www.kendigcottage.com

Vulcan’s Rest Fibers

Margaret Trussell

106 George St., Chesapeake City, MD 21915
410-885-2890

info@vulcansrest.com
www.vulcansrest.com

MASSACHUSETTS

Abi's Web
Josie Speckert

6520 Shoup Rd., Colorado Springs CO 80908 111 Pittsfield Road

719-495-7747
tablerockllamas@msn.com
www.tablerockllamas.com

IDAHO

Hartwells's Lazy PJ Ranch

Pat Day Hartwell

12739 N. 55 E,, Idaho Falls, ID 83401
208-522-1337

Hinsdale, MA 01235

413 655-0265
tomspeckert@netzero.net
www.abisweb.net

The Fiber Loft / Barehills Studio

Reba Maisel

PO Box 327, 9 Massachusetts Ave. (Rte. 111)
Harvard, MA 01451

978-456-8669

yarn@TheFiberLoft.com

fiberfun@lazypj.myrf.net www.TheFiberLoft.com
ILLINOIS MICHIGAN

The Fold Heritage Spinning & Weaving
Toni Neal Joan Sheridan

3316 Millstream, Marengo, IL 60152
815-568-5320

Shepherdwoods Farm

Christine Greene

3410 East 2375 Rd., Marseilles, IL 61341
(815) 496-2628

catgre@mtco.com
www.shepherdwoodsfarm.com

47 E Flint, Lake Orion, MI 48362
248-693-3690
info@heritagespinning.com
www.heritagespinning.com

Lady Peddler

J. Turner

142 E. State St., P.O. Box 501
Hastings, MI 49058
616-948-9644
ladyp5555@yahoo.com

Spinning Loft

Beth Smith

123 Mason Road

Howell, MI 48843
517-540-1344
bethsmithpink@sbcglobal.net
www.thespinningloft.com
Woolderness

Roxanne Eberts

138 Pickford Ave.

Hessel, MI 49745
906-484-1258
woolderness@cedarville.net
www.cedarville.net/woolderness

MINNESOTA

Detta’s Spindle

Detta Juusola

2592 Geggen-Tina Rd.
Maple Plain, MN 55359
763-479-2886
763-479-1982 (fax)
dettasspindle@yahoo.com
www.dettasspindle.net

The Fiber Studio

Pam Angier

4810 Nicollet Ave.
Minneapolis, MN 55419
612-822-1600
pamangier@comcast.net
www.thefiberstudio.com

Pieces of String

Julie Slaby

810 22nd Ave. S., Moorhead, MN 56560
218-233-6670

jeffslaby@earthlink.net
www.piecesofstring.net

Yesterdays’ Crafts

Ute Zeis

315 Basswood Ave., Burtrum, MN 56318
(320) 573-5566

baaahacres@msn.com

MONTANA

The Joy of Handspinning
Tulasi Kilgore

1925 Billings Ave., Helena, MT 59601
406-431-1688
info@joyofhandspinning.com
www.joyofhandspinning.com
Totem Knits

Mary Lee Schnitzer

384 Lone Tree Rd,

Joliet, MT 59041-9597
406-962-3607
jmranch@wtp.net

Willows & Wool

1331 Summerdale Rd., Corvallis, MT. 59828
(406) 961-3582
debbie@willowsandwool.com
www.willowsandwool.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

The Fiber Studio

Pamela Michie & Melanie Connor
161 Foster Hill Rd.

P.O.Box 637

Henniker, NH 03242
603-428-7830
sales@fiberstudio.com
www.fiberstudio.com

Hodgepodge Handicrafts

Suzanne Connary

59 Belknap Ave., Newport, NH 03773
603-863-1470

The Wool Room

Anne Hennessy

218 Pleasant St., Antrim, NH 03440-3405
603-588-6637

NEW JERSEY

The Spinnery

Betty Oldenburg

33 Race St., French Town, NJ 08825
908-996-9004

spinnery@aol.com
www.spinnery.net

Woolbearers

25 Church St.

Mt. Holly, NJ 08060
609-914-0003
woolbearers@verizon.net
www.woolbearers.com
www.woolbearers.net

Yarn Bazaar

Jo Ellen Burton

4 Victoria Place

West Windsor, NJ 08550-5418
877-275-0475 (toll free)
609-897-9590 (fax)
joellen@yarnbazaar.com
www.yarnbazaar.com

NEW MEXICO

Village Wools

Linda DeBlois

5916 Anaheim Ave. N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87113
505-883-2919

NEW YORK

Eastside Weavers

Patricia Bohrer

1 Carlyle Ave,, Troy, NY 12180
518-274-1931
eastsideweavers@earthlink.net
www.eastsideweavers.com

The Fiber Kingdom

Sylvia Graham

East Broadway

PO Box 654, Salem, NY 12865
518-854-7225
sfgraham@verizon.net

The Spin-N-Knit Crafts

Patricia Henecke

77 Factoryville Rd., Crown Point, NY 12928
518-597-3785

A Touch of Twist

Stephen Ableman

1286 Weast Rd., Schenectady, NY 12306
518-864-5885  518-864-7470 (fax)

NORTH CAROLINA

Yarn Circle

Martha Owen

4540 Hwy 64 E., Ste E
Murphy, NC 28906
828-835-4592
yarncircle@brmemc.net
www.yarncircle.com

OHIO

Fiber Works

Arlene Graham

1350 A North Fairfield Rd.
Beavercreek (Dayton) OH 45432
937-231-2768

fibrwrks@aol.com

The Little House

Margaret Bouyak

1927 North Main St., Clyde, OH 43410
419-547-9210  800-554-7973
www.littlehousespinning.com

Pleasant Home Woolen Co.

Connie King

59419 Walters Rd., Jacobsburg, OH 43933
740-686-2172 740-686-2421 (fax)
kingmerino@alltel.net
www.phwoolencompany.com

Sally’s Shop

Sally Morrison

141 College St., Wadsworth, OH 44281
330-334-1996

OKLAHOMA

Weavery at Indian Meridian
Donna Hilton

624 S. Henney Road

Guthrie, OK 73044
405-586-9901
weavery@indianmeridian.com
www.indianmeridian.com

OREGON

Northwest Wools

Linda Berning

3524 SW Troy St., Portland, OR 97219
503-244-5024
nwwools@ccwebster.net

PENNSYLVANIA

Autumn House Farms

Harriet & Ken Knox

Rd. 1, P.O. Box 105, Rochester Mills, PA 15771
724-286-9596

Labadie Looms

Donna Morrison Beaver
2572 Old Philadelphia Pike,
Bird-In-Hand, PA 17505
717-291-8911
lambobaa@hotmail.com

The Lamb’s Wool

Elizabeth Drusedum

32 E. Blaine St., Lansdale, PA 19446
215-361-9899

Manning’s Creative Crafts

Carol Woolcock

PO Box 687

1132 Greenridge Rd., East Berlin, PA 17316
717-624-2223 717-624-1425 (fax)

Steam Valley Mountain Fiber

Phylleri Ball

2304 Steam Valley Rd., Trout Run, PA 17771
570-998-2221

svmfiber@uplink.net
www.steamvalleyfiber.com

TENNESSEE

Blue Goose Glen Specialties
Perry or Glenda Burrows
104 Heatherwood Cove,
Jackson, TN 38305
731-984-7497
info@bluegooseglen.com
www.bluegooseglen.com

TEXAS

Heritage Arts

Sue Freeman & Lorelei Caracause
P.O. Box 250

10740 County Rd. 102
Grandview, TX 76050
817-517-5800

Stonehill

Dorothy Panaceck

104 A. East Ufer, Fredericksburg, TX 78624
830-990-8952  830-990-8954 (fax)
stonehill@stonehillspin.com
www.stonehillspin.com

White Rock Weaving Center

Anna Rose Barry

1212 Tavaros Ave., Dallas, TX 75218
214-320-9276 (ph & fax)
whiterockweaving@aol.com

Yarn Extraordinaire

Julie Pitts

7613 Ravenswood Rd., Granbury, TX, 76049
817-279-0921 817-279-7115 (fax)
juliebears@charter.net
www.granburybears.com

UTAH

R Ewe Spinning

Linda Anderson

126W, 3200 N, Beryl, UT 84714
435-231-1743 435-878-2397
lindahopcroft@hotmail.com

l o u et
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VERMONT

WASHINGTON

Copper Moose Productions

43 Maple Lane, East Burke, VT 05832
802-626-6002  802-626-6005 (fax)
coppermoose@charter.net
WWW.COppermoose.com

VIRGINIA

The Artful Ewe

Heidi Dascher

22025 President Pt., Rd. NE
(PO Box 1838, 98346-1838)
Kingston, WA 98346
360-297-3493
theartfulewe@aol.com

Misty Mountain Farm

Linda Witt

154 Quail Call Lane
Amissville, VA 20106
info@mistymountainfarm.com
www.mistymountainfarm.com

Stony Mountain Fibers
Barbara Gentry

939 Hammocks Gap Rd.
Charlottesville, VA 22911
434-295-2008

Wild Hare Fiber Studio LLC
Melissa Yoders Ricks

330 Virginia Ave

Front Royal, VA 22630
540-305-6853
melissa@wildharefiber.com
www.wildharefiber.com

Paradise Fibers

1011 N. Thor St.

Spokane, WA 99202
509-455-4141

888-320-SPIN (toll free orders)
info@paradisefibers.net
www.paradisefibers.net

WISCONSIN

Apple Hollow Fiber Arts

Kathleen Cascio

732 Jefferson St., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
888-324-8302

louet@applehollow.com
www.applehollow.com

Earth Song Fibers

Mary K. Hagon

1782 40th Ave., Osceola WI 54020
715-268-5298
esf@earthsongfibers.com
www.earthsongfibers.com

Edgewood Arts

D &S Lunde

109 N. Main St., Waupaca, WI 54981
715-258-0909

rino/Silk, Wool/Bam

Studio S

Sara Jane Woods

W8903 County Rd. A, Delavan,
WI53115-2451

608-883-2123

Susan'’s Fiber Shop

Sue McFarland

N250 Hwy “A”, Columbus, W1 53925
888-603-4237 920-623-4237
920-623-0120 (fax)
susanfiber@internetwis.com
www.susansfibershop.com

CANADA

ALBERTA

Celeigh Wool

Marg Sjostrom

RR # 1 Site 11 Box 1
Millet, ABTOC 120
780-387-5047
celeigh@telusplanet.net

Make One Yarn Studio
Bess Mullaney

841 1st Ave NE
Calgary, AB, T2E OC2
403-802-4770
info@makelyarns.com
www.make1lyarns.com

Shuttleworks Ltd.

Site 5,Box9,RR 1

De Winton (Calgary) AB, TOL OXO
403-938-1099 403-938-1046 (fax)
mail@shuttleworks.com
www.shuttleworks.com

BRITISH COLUMBIA

ONTARIO

Jane Stafford Textile Designs
Jane Stafford

142 Richard Flack Rd

Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1N4
250-537-9468 (phone&fax)
jane@janestaffordtextiles.com

NEW BRUNSWICK

London-Wul Farm

1937 Melanson Rd.
Lakeburn, NB ETH 2C6
506-382-6990 (ph. & fax)
info@thewoolworks.com
www.thewoolworks.com

NOVA SCOTIA

Boulder Brook Spinning

Spinning Wheels, Supplies & Fiber
Sharon Orpin

320 Kissing Bridge Rd.

R.R.3 Lunenburg, NS B0J2CO
902-634-1914
sad@ns.sympatico.ca

Gaspereau Valley Fibres

PO Box 2368

830 Gaspereau River Rd.
Wolfville, NS B4P 2N5
902-542-2656
brenda@gaspereauvalleyfibres.ca

Sunrise Mercantile

Susan Belt

1631 Rte. 6
Tatamagouche, NS BOK1V0
902-657-1094
SunMerc@ns.aliantzinc.ca

Alchemy Fibre Designs

Danuta Kamocki

4 Chippewa St. E.

Cayuga, ON NOA 1E0

905-772-3093
handspun@alchemyfibredesigns.com
www.alchemyfibredesigns.com

The Black Lamb

Laurie Goldiuk

246 Ridout St., Port Hope, ON L1A 1P3
905-885-0190

fibre@theblacklamb.ca
www.theblacklamb.ca

Gemini Fibres

RR#1,5062 Mt. Albert Rd. E.,
Mt Albert, ON LOG 1MO
905-473-1033

800-564-9665
905-473-6544 (fax)
www.geminifibres.com
geminifibres@interhop.net

Marty's Yarn and Health Food
PO Box 857

281 Highland St.

Halliburton, ON KOM 150
705-457-3216
martygryck@aol.com
www.fibersden.com

QUEBEC .

Fil et Fibre
Mimi Dupere
193 Place Jean-Juneau
St-Augustin de Desmauvres
QC, G3A 2W1
418-908-1064
www filetfibre.ca
mimi@filetfibre.ca

"Dyed Fiber

oo/A\paca, Karaoke, Bamboo, Corriedale

Available in a beautiful array of 93 different shades

across 7 lines. High quality filber and wonderful
color makes spinning that much more fun. Keep
looking for new fibers such as our new Blue Faced
Leicester/Silk blend (80/20), or Wool/Mohair blend.

l o u e t
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make it your own’

To find an authorized retailer near
you, Visit us at www.louet.com



Kromski Wh

and Looms
Made in Poland

by Kromski and Sons

ARIZONA
The Fiber Factory
Mesa
480-969-4346
fiberfactory.com
CALIFORNIA
The Village Spinning and
‘Weaving Shop
Solvang
888-686-1192
villagespinweave.com

Monarch Knitting & Quilts
Pacific Grove

888-575-9276
monarchknitting.com

Spin Web

El Dorado Hills
916-939-1864
spin-web-Ranch.com

COLORADO
Your Daily Fiber
Ft. Collins
970-484-2414
contact@yourdailyfiber.com

CONNECTICUT
The Wheel Thing
Lakeville
860-435-2626
the-wheel-thing.com

GEORGIA
Lazy D Farm
Ball Ground
770-479-2300
lazydfarm.com

IDAHO
Hartwell's Lazy PJ Ranch
Idaho Falls
208-522-1337
lazypj.com

ILLINOIS
‘Wool, Warp & Wheel
Richmond
815-678-4063
woolwarpandwheel @
peoplepc.com

INDIANA
Rooster's Run Farm
Salem
812-896-1223
rrfiberfarm.com

KANSAS
Yarn Barn
Lawrence
800-468-0035
yarnbarn@sunflower.com

Polonaise
... from $625

KENTUCKY
The Woolery
Frankfort
800-441-9665
woolery.com

Enchanted Yarn & Fiber
Russellville

270-772-1675
enchantedyarnandfiber.com

MAINE
Halcyon Yarn

Bath
800-341-0282
halcyonyarn.com

Spinner's Warren

Acton

207-477-8161
spinnerswarren@psouth.net

MARYLAND
Feederbrook Farm
410-357-5336
westra@feederbrook.com

Upper Room Studio

Berlin

443-373-3115

upperroomstudio.blogspot.com
MICHIGAN

The Spinning Loft

Howell

517-540-1344
thespinningloft.com

MINNESOTA
Detta's Spindle
Maple Plain
877-640-1612
dettasspindle.net

MISSOURI
A Twist in Time
Aurora
417-498-6948
atwistintime.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE
The Fiber Studio
Henniker
603-428-7830
fiberstudio.com

NEW MEXICO
Village Wools, Inc.
albuquerque
800-766-4553
villagewools.com

NEW YORK
The Yarn Tree
Brooklyn
718-384-8030
theyarntree.com

Kromski product information, assembly
instructions and how-to info are now videos
on YouTube

New Voyag

NEW YORK
Fiber Kingdom

Salem
518-854-7225
fiberkingdom.com

Nancy's Spinning Fancies
Cornwall
nan@?3crazyfriends.com
3crazyfriends.com

The Yarn Shop
Schuylerville
fostersheepfarm@gmail .com
fostersheepfarm.com

Yarn Cupboard
Syracuse
888-330-YARN
yarncupboard.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Earth Guild
Asheville
800-327-8448
earthguild.com

The Tail Spinner
Richards
910-324-6166
tail-spinner.com

OHIO
The Little House

Clyde
800-554-7973
littlehousespinning.com

Fiberworks

Beavercreek
937-231-2768
fiberworksdayton@att.net

OREGON
Desert Charm
Sisters
541-549-8479
desertcharm.com

PENNSLY VANIA
Labadie Looms
Bird-in-Hand
717-291-8911
eaglefly@earthlink.net

The Mannings
East Berlin
717-624-2223
the-mannings.com

TENNESSEE
Rainbow Yarn and Fibres
Germantown
901-753-9835
rainbowfibres.com

Three Creeks Farm
Charlotte
615-789-5943
3creeksfarm.com

TEXAS
Rose Path Weaving
Lindale
903-882-3234
chelle4162@yahoo.com

Yarnorama

Paige
info@yarnorama.com
yarnorama.com

VERMONT
Copper Moose
East Burke
802-626-6002
coppermoose.com

VIRGINIA
Stony Mountain Fibers
Charlottesville
434-295-2008
stonymountainfibers.com

Misty Mountain Farm
Amissville

540-937-4707
info@mistymountainfarm.
com

Uniquities

Vienna
888-465-5648
hockhouse@aol.com

WASHINGTON
Paradise Fibers
Spokane
888-320-7746
paradisefibers.net

NW Handspun Yarns
Bellingham
360-201-5141
nwhandspunyarns.com

Crystal Creek Fibers
Carson

503-380-0140
crystalcreekfibers.etsy.com

WISCONSIN
Mielke's Fiber Arts
Rudolph
715-435-4494
mielkesfiberarts.com

Earthsong Fibers
Osceola
800-473-5350

Fiber Ridge Farm
Ferryville

608-734-9045 3
fiberridgefarm@live .con

r Trading

WYOMING
The Fiber House
Sheridan
877-673-0383
thefiberhouse.com

CANADA
Wild Rose Fibres
Lousanna, AB
403-749-2745
wildrosefibres.ca

Gemini Fibres
Mount Albert, ON
800-564-9665
geminifibres.com

Birkeland Bros. Wool
Ltd
Vancouver, BC

604-874-4734
vancouverwoolshop.com

How To

Videos Online

Be sure to see our expanding list
of training videos online covering
spinning, weaving and all things
Kromski.

Also from

New Voyager
the best selling

Kromski Harp, a

rigid heddle loom with

new ideas for weaving. Includes warping board,
warping peg, shuttles, pick-up stick; the Harp also
folds for travel.

New Voyager Trading
212 West Jaskson Street
Thomasville, GA 31792

229-227-1322
mail@newvoyager.com

WWw.newvoyager.com

s
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from the Kromskis
and New Voyager

The Fantasia

... from $363

The newest in the Kromski collection,
the Fantasia, is thoroughly modern
in every aspect, but the concept and

design are obviously Kromski.

‘What is not obvious is a new style single drive
flyer. The whorls are “changeable” for differ-
ent speeds - very slow to very fast. To change
bobbins, the front of the flyer simply pulls off
- no drive band to deal with. Very fast bobbin
change. And both the flyer and the wheel spin
on sealed ball bearings for a truly smooth feel.
The flyer also sports sliding hooks.

The Fantasia is made of European alder and
available in several wood and color combina-
tions.

* wheel diameter - 18"

« orifice height - 28"; size - 3/8"

¢ 3 bobbins included - fit all other Kromski
wheels

* also includes threading hook, attached Lazy
Kate, spinning wheel oil and elastic drive band
* Ratios: 5 and 8:1; optional whorl for ratios of
10, 14:

* ball bearings on wheel and flyer

* weight - just 13.5 lbs.

Available with finished veneer in clear with
walnut accent on wheel, walnut veneer with
clear accent, or unfinished MDF wheel ready
for your finish.

New Voyager Trading

See a video of the Order Y?“T
Fantasia in action at Fantasia
newvoyager.com Today!

E VI E W S (continued from page |2)

tips and tricks. I recommend this book to anyone interested in taking the
first steps in spinning and dyeing and especially to guild libraries, where
members at any stage of experience will have access to this encouraging
and useful guide.

—Sara Lamb

Cincinnati, Ohio: North Light Books, 2009. Paperbound, 128 pages, $24.99. ISBN 978-1-60061-155-1.

New Zealand Spinning Wheels
and Their Makers

by Mary Knox

Over the years, I have had many inquiries about
: spinning wheels made in New Zealand and exported
S e around the world in the 1970s and 1980s. Mary Knox’s
website, www.nzspinningwheels.info, has provided the
answers to many of my questions. She describes the
site as an “identification guide” by providing pictures
of, and information about, many of these wheels and their builders. Now
Knox has gone one step further by presenting much of the information
from her website in a well-organized book.

Mary Knox and her co-researcher Lyndsay Fenwick have built on the
work initiated by Heather Nicholson and developed by the Canterbury
Area Creative Fibre group, part of the New Zealand Spinning, Weaving,
and Woolcrafts Society. Knox begins with a historical survey. World War
I brought out the inventiveness of wheel makers so wool could be spun
and then knitted for the armed services. The depression and World War
11 again brought out the creativity of several men who made a variety of
wheels by adapting materials and parts that were available at that time to
the island nation. Interest in spinning wheels faded after the war. It wasn’t
revived until the mid-1960s when a reluctant Walter Ashford was per-
suaded to resume making spinning wheels. He redesigned the wheel his
company made during the war, and the Ashford Traditional was born.

Dividing the spinning wheels into three structural categories, the Sax-
ony or horizontal bobbin/flyer wheel, the upright or vertical wheel, and
the double table or Norwegian-style wheel, Knox outlines which wheels
by different makers fit into each category. Next she introduces the wheel
makers about whom she and her colleagues have been able to find infor-
mation. Fortunately, in some cases they were able to talk with the wheel
makers themselves or members of their families. It is interesting to learn
how the different models evolved.

Knox looks at the different components of a spinning wheel to see how
the various makers solved the design and structural questions posed to
them. She notes that some of the innovative changes introduced by the
early wheel makers have been incorporated into the spinning wheels that
are currently produced.

Although the book is printed in black and white, an accompanying
CD-ROM with the photographs in color greatly enhances the reader’s ap-
preciation of the book’s content. While Knox says that the book is “a trib-
ute to the inventiveness and skill of New Zealand spinning-wheel makers
and the astonishing variety of their wheels,” it is also a testimony to her
hard work over the last five years. It should be on the bookshelf of any-
one interested in twentieth-century spinning wheels.

—Florence Feldman-Wood
Carterton, New Zealand: Mary Knox, 2010. Spiralbound, 140 pages, NZ$30 (~$22) plus postage. ISBN 978-0-
473-16335-8.To obtain a copy, contact Mary Knox, 23 Lincoln Rd., Carterton 5713, New Zealand, or e-mail

mary(@nzspinningwheels.info. For more information, go to www.nzspinningwheels.info and follow the links to How to
Order. PayPal is an option.
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The Ohio Knitting
Mills Knitting Book:
26 Patterns
Celebrating Four
Decades of American
Sweater Style

by Steven Tatar with Denise Grollmus

The Ohio Knitting Mills Knitting Book celebrates
the garments, people, and factory that constitut-
ed the mill in Cleveland, Ohio. History segments
alternate with patterns for garments, primari-
ly sweaters, based on ones produced in the Ohio
Knitting Mills from the 1940s through the 1970s.
I was previously unaware of the Midwest’s garment
industry and found the factory and production his-
tories fascinating.

Originally founded as the Stone Knitting Mills in
1927, the company reorganized twenty years later
as the Ohio Knitting Mills, which lasted until 2004.
The company produced machine-knitted garments
(at first only men’s but later for women and teens)
that were sold under many labels, including Sears,
J. C. Penney, Pendleton, and Bobbie Brooks. Spe-
cialized machinery allowed for complex patterns,
and affordable fashion and knitwear became the
basics of clothing for home, sports, and office wear
for middle-class America.

The handknitting pattern collection includes six
men’s sweaters and seventeen women’s garments,
mostly sweaters but also a couple of dresses, a skirt,
and a poncho. Accessories are limited to a “hippie
stashbag” and a scarf/cap set. Garments are sized
for women’s 30- to 46-inch bust sizes and men’s 34-
to 46-inch chest sizes. Most knitters will find some-
thing at their skill level. Patterns range from garter
stitch to intarsia and two-color stranded knitting.
Many of the sweaters are simply stockinette stitch
embellished with embroidery. Schematics show
garment shapes and detail the measurements for
each piece. Photos of the original garments accom-
pany those of modeled new versions. In most cas-
es, the new patterns are almost identical to the old
in color and style.

If the colors and embellishments of these gar-
ments do not suit your taste, it is easy enough to
change colors and to eliminate the extras. Almost
everything in this book is basically a great comfy
and classic American garment.

—~Carol Huebscher Rhoades

New York: Artisan, 2010. Paperbound, 158 pages, $17.95.ISBN 978-1-57965-
399-6. www.workman.com/ artisanbooks.



The Folding Wheel has the widest range of
flyer speeds available, from 5 up to 44

LEnDrUM

VISIT YOUR NEAREST DEALER TO SPIN ON A LENDRUM

Shuttleworks

Site 5,Box 9, RR 1

De Winton, AB TOL 0X0
(403) 938-1099
shuttleworks.com

Homespun Haven
4165 Round Prairie Rd.
Armstrong, BC VOE 1B4
(250) 546-3224

Honeysuckle Fibre Arts
9600 Third St.

Sidney, BC V8L 279
(250) 656-4201

Gemini Fibres

RR1

Mount Albert, ON LOG 1M0
(800) 564-9665
geminifibres.com

Rovin§s
Dugald, MB CANADA ROE 0KO
rovings.com

The Yarn Source

RR1, 2661 Hwy 62
Bloomfield, ON KOK 1GO
(613) 393-2899

Fiber Factory
216 W. Main
Mesa, AZ 85201
(480) 969-4346

Southwest Corner
9204 Frontier Rd.
McNeal, AZ 85617
(520) 642-3603
jsruane@yahoo.com

Carolina Homespun
455 Lisbon St.

San Francisco, CA 94112
(800) 450-7786
carolinahomespun.com
Village Spinning &
Wea\%ng%hop -
425-B Alisal Rd.
Solvang, CA 93463
(888) 686-1192
villagespinweave.com

Lambspun

1101 E. Lincoln Ave.
Fort Collins, CO 80524
(800) 558-5262
lambspun.com

Shuttles Spindles & Skeins
635 S. Broadway, Unit E
Boulder, CO 80303

(303) 494-1071

The Fold

3316 Millstream Rd.
Marengo, IL 60152
(815) 568-5730
thefoldatmc.net

Yarn Barn

930 Massachusetts
Lawrence, KS 66044
(800) 468-0035
yarnbarn-ks.com

The Woolery

239 W. Main
Frankfort, KY 40601
(800) 441-9665
woolery.com

French Hill Farm
PO Box 82

Solon, ME 04979
(207) 643-2540

Webs

PO Box 147
Northampton, MA 01061
(800) 367-9327
yarn.com

Maple Row Farm
1059 Cline Rd.
Sherwood, Ml 49089
(517) 741-7434

Detta’s Spindle

2592 Geggen-Tina Rd.
Maple Plain, MN 55359
(877) 640-1612
dettasspindle.net

The Fiber Studio

9 Foster Hill Rd. Box 637
Henniker, NH 03242
(603) 428-7830
fiberstudio.com

The Wool Room at Meadow
Brook Farm

218 Pleasant St.

Antrim, NH 03440

(603) 588-6637

Kathryn Alexander
1302 Johnsonville Rd.
Johnsonville, NY 12094
(518) 956-2788
kathalex@flash.net

The Wool Room
172 Joe’s Hill Rd.
Brewster, NY 10509
(845) 279-2799
woolroom.com

Earth Guild

33 Haywood St.
Asheville, NC 28801
(800) 327-8448
earthguild.com

Jehovah Raah Farm
204 Dogwood Rd.
Candler, NC 28715
(828) 627-3362

Woodland Woolworks
100 E. Washington
Carlton, OR 97111
(800) 547-3725
woolworks.com

Mannings

1132 Green Ridge Rd.
PO Box 687

East Berlin, PA 17316
(800) 233-7166
the-mannings.com

Jane’s Fiber and Beads

5415 E. Andrew Johnston Hwy.
Afton, TN 37616

(888) 497-2665
janesfiberandbeads.com

Misty Mountain Farm
154 Quail Call Lane
Amisville, VA 20106
(540) 937-4707
mistymountainfarm.com

Serendipity Farm

980 Cypress Chapel Rd.
Suffolk, VA 23434
(757) 986-2010
sheepman@gte.net

Paradise Fibers
1011 N. Thor Ave.
Spokane, WA 99202
(888) 320-7746
paradisefibers.net

The Weaving Works
4717 Brooklyn Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105
(888) 524-1221

Susan’s Fiber Shop
N250 Hwy A
Columbus, WI 53925
(920) 623-4237
susansfibershop.com
P&M Woolcraft
Pindon End Cottage
Pindon End, Hanslope
Milton Keynes UK
01908 5102
pmwoolcraft.co.uk

LEnDrUM

403 Millhaven Rd. Odessa ON Canada KOH 2HO
gord@lendrum.ca (613) 386-7151 www.lendrum.ca




ALABAMA

Yarn Expressions
Huntsville
256-881-0260
yarnexpressions.com

ALASKA

Far North Fibers
Anchorage
907-279-0332
farnorthfibers.com

ARIZONA

The Fiber Factory

Mesa

888-969-9276 /480-969-4346
fiberfactory.com

Grandma's Spinning
Wheel

Tucson

520-390-3738

CALIFORNIA

Carolina Homespun

San Francisco
800-450-7786 / 415-584-7786
carolinahomespun.com

Heartfelt Designs Gallery
Red Bluff

530-527-5180
heartfeltdesignsgallery.com

Monarch Knitting & Quilts
Pacific Grove
888-575-9276
monarchknitting.com

Rumpelstiltskin
Sacramento
916-442-9225
yarnyarnyarn.com

San Francisco Fiber
Oakland
510-893-2015
sanfranciscofiber.com

Urban Fauna Studio
San Francisco
415-664-1267
urbanfaunastudio.com

A Verb for Keeping Warm
Berkeley

510-388-5110
averbforkeepingwarm.com

Village Spinning & Weaving
Solvang

888-686-1192 / 805-686-1192
villagespinweave.com

COLORADO

Double K Diamond
Llamas & Fiber
Wellington

970-568-3747 fax 970-568-0716
kkdllamas.com

The Recycled Lamb
Lakewood
303-234-9337
recycledlamb.com

Shuttles, Spindles &
Skeins

Boulder
800-283-4163/303-494-1071
shuttlesspindlesandskeins.com

Table Rock Llamas

Fiber Arts Studio
Colorado Springs
719-495-7747 fax 719-495-5924
tablerockllamas.com

CONNECTICUT

Working Hands for

Fiber Arts

Easton

203-261-7865 fax 203-261-7968
bgpphurley@sbcglobal.net

GEORGIA
Twisted Skeins
Clarkesville
706-754-7048
twistedskeins.com

IDAHO

The Sheep Shed
Nampa
208-466-4365
sheepshed@qg.com

ILLINOIS

The Fold

Marengo

815-568-5730 fax 815-568-5342
thefoldatmc.net

INDIANA

Sheep Street Fibers
Morgantown

812-597-5648 fax 812-597-5788
sheepstreet.com

IOWA

Rose Tree Fiber Shop
Ames

515-292-7076
rosetreefibershop.com

KANSAS

Yarn Barn of Kansas
Lawrence

800-468-0035 fax 785-842-0794
yarnbarn-ks.com

KENTUCKY
The Woolery
Frankfort
800-441-9665
woolery.com

LOUISIANA
Weavin' Place
Folsom
985-796-8048
weavinplace.com

MAINE

Halcyon Yarn

Bath

800-341-0282 fax 207-442-0633
halcyonyarn.com

Portland Fiber Gallery
Portland

207-780-1345
portlandfibergallery.com

Spunky Eclectic
Lisbon
207-650-7214
spunkyhats.com

MARYLAND

The Drafting Zone
Bowie
301-464-5738

Vulcan's Rest Fibers
Chesapeake City
410-885-2890
vulcansrest.com

MASSACHUSETTS
Fiber Loft

Harvard
978-456-8669
thefiberloft.com

SCHACHT SPINDLE CO., INC.

e7o www.schachtspindle.com &9

est. 1969

MICHIGAN

Ewe to You Yarns
Grand Blanc
810-344-2218

Fuzzy Wuzzy Fiber Wool
& Wheels

Battle Creek
269-968-6426
fuzzywuzzy.vpweb.com

Heritage Spinning &
Weaving

Lake Orion
248-693-3690
heritagespinning.com

Ideal Images
Kalamazoo
269-345-1188
idealimages.biz

Spinning Loft Ltd.
Howell
517-540-1344
thespinningloft.com

Woven Art

East Lansing
517-203-4467
yarnandfiberart.com

MINNESOTA

At Loose Ends

Perham

218-346-YARN (9276) & fax
atlooseends.com

Detta’s Spindle

Maple Plain

763-479-1612 / 877-640-1612
dettasspindle.net

Ellison Sheep Farm
Zumbrota
507-732-5281
ellisonsheepfarm.com

Knitter's Palette Yarn Shop
Lakeville

952-953-4603
knitterspalette.com

MISSOURI

Carol Leigh's/Hillcreek
Fiber Studio

Columbia

800-874-9328 /573-874-2233
hillcreekfiberstudio.com

MONTANA

Willows & Wool
Corvallis
406-961-3582
willowsandwool.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE
The Woolen Rabbit
Conway
603-447-5829
thewoolenrabbit.com

NEW JERSEY
The Spinnery
Frenchtown
908-996-9004
spinnery.net

Woolbearers
Mount Holly
609-914-0003
woolbearers.com

NEW MEXICO
Espaiiola Valley Fiber
Arts Center

Espafola
505-747-3577
evfac.org

Village Wools
Albuquerque

800-766-4553 / 505-883-2919
villagewools.com

Weaving Southwest

Taos

575-758-0433 fax 575-758-5839
weavingsouthwest.com

NEW YORK
The Yarn Tree
Brooklyn
718-384-8030
theyarntree.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Silver Threads & Golden
Needles

Franklin

828-349-0515
silverthreadsyarn.com

NORTH DAKOTA
Bouclé Yarn Studio
Fargo

701-356-9276
boucleyarnstudio.com

OHIO

Fiber Fun Studio
Albany
740-698-0101
fiberfunstudio.com

Katherine's Web
Waynesville
937-728-0126
kathiehickman47@verizon.net

The Little House

Clyde

800-554-7973 / 419-547-9210
littlehousespinning.com

OKLAHOMA
Weavery at Indian
Meridian

Guthrie
405-822-8927
indianmeridian.com

OREGON

Eugene Textile Center
Eugene

541-688-1565
eugenetextilecenter.com

The Web-sters, Inc.
Ashland

800-482-9801 fax 541-488-8318
yarnatwebsters.com

PENNSYLVANIA

The Mannings

East Berlin

800-233-7166 / 717-624-2223
the-mannings.com

Silverbrook Fiber Arts -
Sheepskin

Marchand

724-286-3317 fax 724-286-3373
silverbrookfiberarts-sheepskin.com

Steam Valley Fiber Farm
Trout Run

570-998-2221
steamvalleyfiber.com

RHODE ISLAND
Yarnia
Woonsocket
401-762-0671
yarnia.net

TENNESSEE
Haus of Yarn
Nashville
615-354-1007
hausofyarn.com

R & M Yarns
Georgetown
800-343-9276 423-472-2600
rmyarns.com

TEXAS

Fibers

Brenham
979-251-9949
fibersgallery.com

Heritage Arts

Grandview

817-866-2772 / 817-517-5800
heritageartstexas.com

Homestead Fiber Crafts
Waco

254-754-9688
cfeeschool.com

Old Oaks Ranch Fiber
Art Center

Wimberley
512-847-8784
theoldoaksranch.com

Rose Path Weaving
Lindale
903-882-3234
rosepathweaving.net

Trinity Ridge Alpacas &
Fiber Studio

Kemp

972-877-5060
trinityridgealpacas.com

WC Mercantile
Navasota
936-825-3378
wcmercantile.com

White Rock Weaving Center
Dallas

214-320-YARN (9276)
whiterockweaving.com

Yarnorama
Paige
512-253-0100
yarnorama.com

WASHINGTON
Northwest Handspun Yarns
Bellingham

360-738-0167
nwhandspunyarns.com

Visit our dealers to see our products and pick up a color catalog.

Paradise Fibers
Spokane
888-320-7746
paradisefibers.net

The Weaving Works
Seattle

888-524-1221 fax 206-524-0250
weavingworks.com

WISCONSIN

Apple Hollow Fiber Arts
Sturgeon Bay
888-324-8302
applehollow.com

Bahr Creek Llamas & Fiber
Cedar Grove
920-668-6417
bahrcreek.com

Color Crossing
Roberts
715-749-3337
colorcrossing.com

Mielke’s Fiber Arts, LLC
Rudolph

715-435-4494
mielkesfiberarts.com

CANADA

ALBERTA

Shuttleworks Ltd.
Dewinton (Calgary)
403-938-1099 fax 403-938-1046
shuttleworks.com

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Langley Yarns & Crafts
Langley

604-856-3636
langleyyarns.com

NOVA SCOTIA
Sunrise Mercantile
Tatamagouche
902-657-1094
sunmerc.com

GERMANY

Monika Traub GmbH
D-73650 Winterbach
+49 (0) 71 81/70 91-0
traub-wolle.de

Wollinchen
92708 Mantel
004 99 605 3424
wollinchen.de

JAPAN

Teoriya

5-342 Chrome Tenjinbashi
Kita-ku Osaka-shi

Osaka 530-0041
teoriya.net

NORWAY
Spinnulla Ltd.
7019 Trondheim
+47 9303 6702
spinnulla.no

UNITED KINGDOM
George Weil/Fibrecrafts
Surrey GU3 1LZ
44-1483-565800
fibrecrafts.com



Mary-Kay Tilden started weaving last year for the same reason many knitting spinners are
starting-she wants to use up her stash. Her weaving teacher at her local shop showed her that
weaving is way more than just a stash buster! As an indie dyer her favorite part of the process
is designing a new project. Choosing just the right yarn and color gives her great pleasure.
We think she made wonderful choices with her award-winning scarf. She used her textured
handspun in the warp (be fearless weavers!) and wove with a thinner-weight yarn, beating it
lightly. The result is a visually rich scarf with fabulous drape.

Congratulations to Mary-Kay Tilden, a winner in our I Made It On My Schacht contest.

Schacht-Reeves A - Ladybug & Matchless

SCHACHTSPINDLE.COM FL%



‘Get This!

BY LI1Z GOOD

Wild Orchids Fiber Arts has put together
4 the ultimate sampler for you to try those
dreamy luxury natural fibers you've been
wanting to get your hands on.The
Exotic Luxury Sampler #10
contains a total of 4.75 ounces of exotic and rare
fibers. Each fiber is individually tagged, and they all
come in a cream organza bag. Included are 0.25
ounce of giviut cloud and 0.5 ounce of cream
Mongolian cashmere cloud, baby camel down top,
white baby suri alpaca top, cream cashmere/

Spin-Off shares our finds. Check your local retailer for
these necessities.

If you have new product information you would like
to see included in Get This!, please contact Spin-Off
at spinoff@interweave.com.

\ | };
A%

tussah silk top 50/50, cream cashmere/bombyx silk top 50/50, cream yak/tussah silk top
50/50, baby camel/tussah silk top 50/50, and cashmere/angora/Merino top 20/20/60.Wild
Orchids also offers smaller samplers and different combinations of fibers. $37.85.

Wild Orchids Fiber Arts, wildorchidsfiberarts@gmail.com; www.wildorchidsfiberarts.etsy.com;
www.wildorchidsfiberarts.com.

—_
Gol.diné Fiber Tools’ new Navajo-style -
A spin les feature handcarved and/or handpainted

sterling silver insets with turquoise or coral accents hand-
crafted by Native American silversmiths.The whorls are
4% inches in diameter and are handcrafted from cherry,
linden, or walnut. $247-$397.

Golding Fiber Tools,
849 Saxtons River Rd,,

designs in Southwestern motifs. Some include vintage

S

Saxtons River, VT 05154. 4

(800) 710-1872;
www.dropspindle.info.

The electronic yarn meter from Nancy's Knit
Knacks is a spinner’s best friend. Simply thread the yarn
through the meter as you wind it onto your ball winder and
let it do all the work.The meter measures in both yards and

meters.A spinner’s dream, it also measures yards by the
pound with a flick of a switch. $235-$250.

Nancy's Knit Knacks, |04 Hobblebrook Ct,
Cary, NC 27518.(800) 731-5648;
www.nancysknitknacks.com.

KCL Woods is now offering
spinning tools featuring

lapidary work that Ken >
Ledbetter has added to his

hand-turned pieces. These
include this small
niddy-noddy made
from mesquite with fossilized
dinosaur bone on one side and
onyx on the other. $60.

KCL Woods, PO Box 885, Cortaro,
AZ 85652.(520) 608-1039;
www.kclwoods.com.

B

Spin-Off = spinoffmagazine.co

The Schacht Cricket Bag is handwoven in
Guatemala by women of the Mayan Hands cooperative.
The bags are woven on backstrap
looms using age-old techniques.
Purchasing the Cricket Bag helps
sustain weavers and traditional life
in rural Guatemala.Available in
three colorways. $50.Also new
for the Cricket, a five-dent rigid-
heddle reed ($26) and a Cricket
pick-up stick ($10.50).Available
from your favorite weaving or
spinning supplier.

www.schachtspindle.com.

>




> TomandDiane Golding 3 i
with sons Seth and Obe ‘- e

-

www.GoldingFiberTools.com 1-800-710-1872




BHrinNniNng TIPS

What are natural fibers?

BY AMY

BE

Sheep wool:
Masham,
Merino,
Black Welsh
Mountain,
Norwegian,
Icelandic.

Camel,
Llama.

Camelids:
Alpaca,

| 2

CLARKE MOORE

N atural fibers occur naturally in na-

ture, naturally. (Sorry. Couldn’t resist.) It
seems obvious, but it actually can be confus-
ing. There are manufactured fibers that origi-
nate with or incorporate natural materials, but
they are made by human hands (as opposed to
extruded through our skin—yes, human hair
can be spun, and it happens accidentally quite
a lot when a piece of your hair falls onto the
fiber you're spinning). Regenerated or manu-
factured fibers that start with natural products
such as bamboo, soy, or milk, for example, are

Spin-Off = spinoffmagazine.com

not usually included in the natural fiber catego-
ry because of the processes that they have to go
through to become fiber suitable for spinning.
The term natural fiber refers to fibers that come
directly from plants or animals.

Plant fibers can grow off a seed (such as cotton),
from the stem of a plant (such as flax or hemp), or
even from the bark of a tree (such as the Western
red cedar). Animal fibers come from the hair of ani-
mals such as sheep, dogs, llamas, bison (you get the
idea—pretty much anything hairy is spinnable), but
animal fibers also include the silk spun by worms
and spiders—the most common is the silk from

Yak
_ 9 % Silk: 1. Silk noil,
- Tussah, 3. Bombyx.



Bombyx mori silkworms. (And yes, you can spin
spiderwebs—it is just hard to cultivate spider silk.)
Plant fibers are composed of cellulose, while
animal fibers are composed of protein. These chem-
ical and structural differences mean that cellulose

and protein fibers react differently when they are
exposed to heat, water, soap, and dyes. Whereas
extreme temperature changes can cause some
protein structures to become permanently inter-
locked—as in felt—plant fibers can go through the
same processes suffering no damage.

Plant and animal fibers also react differently to
pH levels. Protein can be damaged by high pH lev-
els (alkaline—think baking soda), but respond well
to low pH levels (acid—think vinegar). Soda ash
is alkaline and is a common water softener used in
many laundry detergents. This is why, when wash-
ing wool and other protein fibers, most people
encourage the use of wool-safe detergents and a
vinegar rinse. Cellulose and protein fibers take dye
differently. In most cases, fiber-reactive dyes are
used to dye cellulose fibers, and acid dyes are used
to dye protein fibers. 3

Amy Clarke Moore is the editor of Spin-Off magazine.Years ago,
when she was an art student at Cornell College, Mt.Vernon,
lowa, she spent quite a bit of time making sculptures using dryer
lint—that was before she learned how to spin. Fortunately, they
were lost to the dustbins of time.

RESOURCES

McCuin, Judith MacKenzie. The Intentional Spinner:A Holistic
Approach to Making Yarn. Loveland, Colorado: Interweave,
2009.

Goat: |. Cashgora, 2 and 3.
Cashmere,

Seed fibers: |. Cotton boll,
2. Cotton, 3. Colored

cotton. @

Bast fibers: | . Flax, 2. Hemp.

We photographed some fibers we had on hand.The list
is nowhere near exhaustive—it just provides an intro-
duction to natural fibers.

winter 2010 = Spin-Off



THENWOOLERY

Your Fiber Arts Supplier Since 1981 \\ aving Supy \]1 e

- ﬂ-[ofwfay 5 b’ale'

Save On up toeee
Books & Videos| 350 Gift
Buy 2 Get 10% Off. Certificate
Buy more & save even more! or

B : 1 | Free Beginners § &
Over 8 ooks &Vldeos Spinning Kit* |

and

Free Shippin

on most wheels

* Beginners Spinning Kit - Includes |/
DVD Spinning Wool Basics and
Beyond, 1/2 Ib. Spinning Wool & . &8
2 Yard Kniddy Noddy, $59.95 value.
Some wheels qualify for $25 GC
and Mini Beginners Spinning Kit. Some excluded due to Mfg. restrictions.

ana Save up to 25%

on Floor Looms & Free Shi__pping*

% lang sl §hort of it
P o

Save on

Yarn & Fiber
Spend $100 Get 10% Off.
Buy more & save even more!

* Free Shlppmg & Blg Discounts

*On most Floor Looms, some manufacturers restrictions apply. *Free
shipping continental US. only. Please call for Special Sale Pricing. Pricing
will not be published or listed on our Website. Leclerc Looms Excluded -
other incentives are available. SALE ENDS 12/24/2010 |




Yarn Bowls!

Don't let your ball of yarn roll
away. Keep your ball of yarn
safe, clean and stylish! Hand
made by Kentucky artist Vicky
Johnson.

Four scents neatly packaged, makes
an instant gift. One of each scent

(eucalyptus, lavender, grapefruit & L p
. . arge, strong, durable, colorful,
natural) in the travel friendly 3.3 oz. every orsl’e is unique, bein

sizes. entirely handmade. Fair Trade!

=

FREE _
SHIPPING
Orders
Over

800:4411:9665

‘[]?@[;@[@gy Kolid
fizony

aysh4

OUR LOCATION PUTS US 1-2 DAYS STANDARD UPS SHIPPING WITHIN 48% OF US. 4 DAYS MAX!



EleEHIND THE SCENES

Irene Laughing
Cloud Schmoller,
founder and
owner of
Cotton Clouds
surrounded by
cotton in the
Gila Valley of
southeastern
Arizona.

|2

At Cotton

Clouds

ORDAL

BY LESLIE

nterweave founder Linda Ligon calls Irene

Schmoller the “Johnny Appleseed of cotton.”
Spend a few minutes talking with Irene, who has
spent over thirty years educating people about cot-
ton and providing the best possible cotton materials
to fiber artists, and it’s easy to see why this is an apt
moniker. As owner and founder of Cotton Clouds,
the largest seller of cotton yarns and spinning fiber
in the world, Irene has built a reputation as an
expert in working with cotton.

It all started with a single workshop at the
Handweavers Guild of America’s Convergence con-
ference in 1978, where Irene signed up for a class
called Handspinning Cotton. The class instructors
were legendary cotton specialists Harry and Olive
Linder, and their enthusiasm for the fiber proved
infectious. Although she had previously spun and
woven with wool, Irene went home from the confer-

Spin-Off = spinoffmagazine.com

ence wanting to use cotton exclusively. “The Linders
were so enthusiastic and knowledgeable about every
aspect of cotton,” Irene says, “I knew immediately

I wanted to spin cotton forever.” In the late 1970s,

it wasn’t easy to find cotton weaving yarns or spin-
ning fiber, as most fiber artists were working solely
with wool. Irene mailed letters to over two hundred
yarn manufacturers in search of supplies, coming up
with half a dozen sources for cotton materials. She
reasoned that if she couldn't easily find cotton yarn,
neither could others. Hence, her then small mail-
order business, Cotton Clouds, was born.

Cotton Clouds now offers an extensive range of
yarns for weaving and knitting, tools, and a diverse
selection of cotton spinning fiber. The latter is rare
even today. Cotton Clouds’ ability to provide so
much spinnable cotton has its roots in Irene’s move
to Arizona.



While most people think of the southeastern
United States when they picture cotton farms,
Arizona has been a significant cotton-producing
state since the turn of the twentieth century. An
embargo on Egyptian cotton during World War I
forced Goodyear and other military supply com-
panies who used cotton in their tires to seek out
a suitable domestic source for the fiber. Arizona’s
long-stapled Pima variety fit the bill and led to a
rapid expansion of the cotton industry in the irrigat-
ed valleys near the town of Safford and across south-
ern Arizona. While Arizona’s cotton production may
have peaked in the 1950s, it remains strong enough
today that local farmers are able to provide fiber for
Cotton Clouds along with many other clients. Irene
strives to offer as wide a selection of cotton types
and preparations as possible to meet the needs of
her customers.

Cotton is found in the seed pods, called bolls,
of the cotton plant. The cotton fiber itself must be
removed from the seeds, a process called ginning,
in order to be spun. Spinners who enjoy carding by
hand often buy Cotton Clouds’ long-stapled, ginned
Pima cotton, or the shorter stapled but whiter
Acala variety. Pima cotton fiber easily comes free
of its seeds. Irene has an arrangement with the
local cotton gin to get Pima cotton before it has
been ginned. It can be spun right off the seed, yield-
ing the longest staple possible (the ginning process
can tear and therefore shorten fibers).

Every fall, Irene receives a batch of cotton plants
from a local farmer and clips off the bolls by hand.
This is a painstaking process, but one she enjoys
because it provides her customers with cotton in
its most natural form. At the opposite end of the

|
Cotton Clouds
(928) 428-7000
(800) 322-7888
info@cottonclouds.com
www.cottonclouds.com

spinning spectrum is Supima cotton sliver, obtained
from a mill in the stage just before being spun into
thread for high-end men’s dress shirts. It is highly
processed and thus free of all plant matter and easy
to spin.

Before she started Cotton Clouds, Irene was an
elementary school teacher. A large part of her rep-
utation as a cotton expert no doubt stems from
her efforts to educate people about spinning cot-
ton. Even though there is much more cotton spin-
ning fiber available today than there was thirty years
ago, there is still a misconception among many
spinners that cotton is difficult to work with or re-
quires specialized skills or equipment. Irene rejects
that notion outright. “So many times when I've spo-
ken with a frustrated cotton spinner,” she says, “I
find that they are spinning an inferior fiber.” This
is why Cotton Clouds stocks the best-grade, clean-
est cotton available, and why Irene put together sev-
eral educational pamphlets about spinning cotton.
She includes them with customers’ orders and is
available to answer questions about Cotton Clouds’
products or about spinning cotton in general.

Irene says her best piece of advice for spinning
cotton is “cotton needs a little bit of twist to become
a yarn and then lots and lots of twist to hold itself
together as that yarn.” She recommends spinning
cotton long draw and sitting farther back from the

IRENE SCHMOLLER

Closeup of Pima cotton flower (Gossypium barbadense) that
Irene grew in her garden.

Cotton bolls in the field.

winter 2010 = Spin-Off
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1-800-322-7888

5176 S. 14th Ave
Safford, AZ 85546
(Send SASE envelope for samples)

www.cottonclouds.com

B
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Jodi Ybarra, shown packaging All About Cotton spinning kits, has been a Cotton Clouds

employee for more than twenty years.

wheel to allow more twist into the yarn
before it is taken up onto the bobbin.

Cotton Clouds was one of the first
companies to put together Kkits for spin-
ning and weaving, including the All
About Cotton spinning kit that is very
popular with beginning cotton spin-
ners. Containing a variety of cotton
fibers, a tahkli spindle, and step-by-step
instructions, the kit is one of Cotton
Clouds’ most popular products. Cot-
ton Clouds expands its product offer-
ings based largely on customer demand,
which is how it came to carry fibers
other than cotton such as sari silk and
bamboo rayon.

Running a company as busy as
Cotton Clouds doesn't leave Irene
with much free time. Still, she enjoys
spinning on her tahkli spindle once
in a while, especially at public demon-
strations. After thirty years in the
mail-order business, Irene says she
would consider selling Cotton Clouds
if the right cotton enthusiast came
along. For now, though, she is happy to
keep providing fiber artists with high-
quality cotton supplies and to continue

IRENE SCHMOLLER

The All About Cotton spinning kit includes a
6 oz assortment of all Cotton Clouds’ cotton
fibers, step-by-step spinning instructions, and
a brass supported-tahkli spindle.

encouraging others to give cotton spin-
ning a try. “Like everything else you've
done in your life,” she says, “it takes
patience, practice, and giving in to what
the fiber wants to do. Breathe and relax.
You'll eventually love cotton as much as
1 do (or almost)!” &

A writer in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, Leslie Ordal
is a newcomer to cotton spinning. She's sure to
blog about the experience at slipstreamfiberarts
.wordpress.com.



ALASKA

Far North Fibers
Anchorage
907-279-0332
www.farnorthfibers.com

CALIFORNIA

A Verb for Keeping Warm
Berkeley
510-388-5110

GEORGIA

Arabesque Dye and Textile Co.
Dahlonga
706-864-8396

ILLINOIS

The Fold
Marengo
815-568-5730
www.thefoldatmc.net

KENTUCKY
The Woolery
Frankfort
800-441-9665
www.woolery.com

MAINE
Halcyon Yarn
Bath
800-341-0282
www.halcyonyarn.com

MINNESOTA

_ *_  The Fiber Studio
5 Minneapolis
e 612-822-1600
Lt www.thefiberstudio.com

! MISSOURI

Hill Creek Fiber Studio
Columbia
1-800-TRI-WEAV
www.hillcreekfiberstudio.com

- " NEW HAMPSHIRE

Long Ridge Farm
Westmoreland
603-313-8393
www.longridgefarm.com

» NEW MEXICO

Village Wools
Albuquerque
800-766-4553
www.villagewools.com

NEW YORK

TheYarn Tree
Brooklyn
718-384-8030
www.theyarntree.com

Hamilton
315-228-2228
www.tangledlair.etsy.com

www.averbforkeepingwarm.com

donnadyesandweaves@yahoo.com

The Tangled Lair at Porter Studios

Visit these fine retailers who sell Earthues natural dyes

OKLAHOMA

Across Generations
Wagoner
405-880-1196
gina_levesque@yahoo.com

WASHINGTON

Northwest Handspun Yarns
Bellingham
360-738-0167
www.nwhandspunyarns.com
The Weaving Works
Seattle
206-524-1221
www.weavingworks.com
Botanical Colors, LLC
Seattle
www.botanicalcolors.com

Paradise Fibers
Spokane
888-320-7746
www.paradisefibers.net
Fibers, Etc.
Tacoma
253-572-1859
Ashford Gallery
Winthrop
509-341-4042
twistedsara@gmail.com

NORWAY & SCANDINAVIA

Kolor
Stavanger, Norway

+47 47262172
www.kolor.no

Artisans, Growers and Processors
who use Earthues natural dyes

CALIFORNIA

Tactile: A Fiber Arts Studio
Naturally dyed fibers and painted
yarns
El Cerrito
www.tactilefiberarts.com

Dreamy Goat Studio
Naturally dyed tops, batts and
luxury fibers
Murphys
209-728-8721
dreamygoatdesign@yahoo.com
Ring of Fiber
Naturally dyed handspun yarn and
fiber
Long Beach
562-477-4002
www.ringoffiber.com

IDAHO

The Spinner’s Flock
Hand dyed spinner’s fleeces
Lenore
208-836-5646
www.thespinnersflock.com

e to encourage revival and inno-
@f natural dyeing. The result is a
Al .' coﬂectio_ ofnolorants that are brilliant,
3 nbn toxic \and cultivated with the environment in
i Wei you to experience Earthues
a C 4 xplore the traditional colors of
f Turkey, Morocco,

ILLINOIS

Handspun by Stefania
Naturally dyed handspun yarns
and fibers
St. Charles
630-377-5704
www.stefania-spins.com

MAINE

Hope Spinnery
A wind-powered fiber mill
Hope
207-763-4600
www.hopespinnery.com

Swans Island Yarn
Hand woven products and natu-
rally dyed knitting yarns
Northport
207-338-9691
www.swansislandblankets.com

OREGON

Pico Accuardi Dyeworks
Naturally dyed yarns
Portland
503-798-3150
www.picoaccuardi.com

Dyeing Art
Hand dyed fibers and rare textile
books
Warren
503-366-2631
www.dyeingart.com

NEW YORK

Four Directions Weaving
Naturally dyed hand woven items
for the home
Vermontville
www.fourdirectionsweaving.com

VERMONT

This and That Farm
Naturally dyed Cormo yarn and
fiber
Danby
802-293-5492
www.thisandthatfarm.com

WASHINGTON

Shoalwater Bay Yarns
Naturally dyed and handpainted
yarn
Kingston
360- 271-1916
www.shoalwaterbayyarns.com
RainShadow Yarn
Naturally dyed yarn and roving
Kingston
360-297-4485
www.rainshadowyarn.com




[ A selection of Majacraft dealers we support and recommend J

Available from:

USA

ALASKA

Fiber N Ice

PO Box 521215

Big Lake, AK 99652

Ph 907 892-8901
dimspinner@yahoo.com

ARIZONA

Grandma’s Spinning Wheel
6544 E. Tanque Verde #150
Tucson, AZ 85715

Ph 520 290-3738
spinningramma@aol.com

CALIFORNIA

Carolina Homespun

455 Lisbon St.

San Francisco, CA 94112

Ph 800 450-7786
morgainewilder@sbcglobal.net

Lisa Souza Knitwear & Dyeworks
4550 Newtown Rd.

Placerville, CA 95667

Ph 530 647-1183

rod@lisaknit.com

www.Lisaknit.com

ILLINOIS

The Fold

3316 Millstream Rd.
Marengo, IL 60152
Ph 815 568-0165
thefold@mc.net

INDIANA

Lear Fiber Closet

109 W. High St.

Rockville, IN 47872

Ph 765 569-2953
fibercloset@shcglobal.net

Winterhaven Fiber Farm
255 Yule Trail

Walkerton, IN 46574

Ph 574 586-7606
jensetser@yahoo.com

The Trading Post for Fiber Arts
8833 S 50 W

Pendleton, IN 46064

Ph 765 778-3642
tradingpostfiber@aol.com

I0WA

Loom 'n Essence
2562 L Ave. NW

Cedar Rapids, 1A 52405

Ph 928 204-2249
The Village Spinning & Weaving loc 1ce05@aol.com
425-B Alisal Rd. www.loomnessence.net

Solvang, CA 93463
Ph 888 686-1192 Toll Free
www.villagespinweave.com

COLORADO

Bountiful

211 Green Mountain Dr.
Livermore, CO 80536

Ph 970 482-7746

Toll-free 877 586-9332
bountiful@earthlink.net
www.bountifulspinweave.com

Green Valley Weavers

2115 W. Colorado Ave.

Colorado Springs, CO 80904

Ph 719 448-9963
kathleen@greenvalleyweavers.com
www.greenvalleyweavers.com

Woolly Designs

2111 Black Canyon Rd.
Crawford CO 81415

Ph 970 921 3834
www.woollydesigns.com

CONNECTICUT

The Wheel Thing

454 Wells Hill Rd.
Lakeville, CT 06039

Ph 860 435-2626
janet_lynn@shcglobal.net
www.the-wheel-thing.com

FLORIDA

Uncommon Threads

31962 US 19 North

Palm Harbor, FL 34684

Ph 727 784-6778
uncommonthreads@tampabay.rr.com

IDAHO

The Sheep Shed
76N Robinson Rd.
Nampa, ID 83687
PH 208 466-4365
sheepshed@q.com

KENTUCKY

The Woolery

239 Main St.
Frankfort, KY 40601
Ph 502 352-9800
info@woolery.com
www.thewoolery.com

LOUISIANA

Weavin' Place

79434 Deluane Rd.
Folsom, LA 70437

Ph 985 796-8048
cheryl@weavinplace.com
www.weavinplace.com

MAINE

Halcyon Yarn

12 School St.

Bath, ME 04530

Ph 800 341-0282
service@halcyon.com
www.halcyon.com

Spinners Warren

49 Foxes Ridge Rd.

Acton, ME 04001

Ph 207 477-8161
spinnerswarren@psouth.net

MARYLAND

The Golden Spindle
1017 Hollywood Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
Ph 301 622-4914
Gldspindle@aol.com

MASSACHUSETTS
Abis Web

111 Pittsfield Rd.
Beckett, MA 01223
Ph 413 655-0265

Moondance Color Company
622 Spencer Rd.

Oakham, MA 01068

Ph 508 847-7493
c_|_oliver@moondancecolor.com
www.moondancecolor.com

MICHIGAN

Heritage Spinning & Weaving
47 E. Flint St.

Lake Qrion, MI 48362

Ph 248 693-3690
joan@heritagespinning.com
www.heritagespinning.com

Spinning Loft

123 Mason Rd.

Howell, MI 48843

Ph 517 546-5280
bethsmithpink@sbcglobal.net

MINNESOTA

Detta’s Spindle

2592 Geggen Tina Rd.
Maple Plain, MN 55359
Ph 763 479-1612
dettasspindle@yahoo.com

St Seraphina Knits

2122 3rd Ave. East

Hibbing, MN 55746

Ph 218 263-4510
stseraphinaknits@msn.com

Yesterday's Crafts
315 Basswood Ave.
Burtrum, MN 56318
Ph 320 573-5566
baaahacres@msn.com

MISSISSIPPI

Denise Brown

32 Steep Hollow Dr.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
Ph 601 271-7122
denbrown@bellsouth.net

MISSOURI

Yarn Farm

614 Pickles Ford Rd.
St. Clair, MO 63077
Ph 636 629-0567
yarnfarm@fidnet.com

MONTANA

Willows & Wool

1331 Summerdale Rd.
Corvallis, MT 59828

Ph 406-961-3582
debbie@willowsandwool.com
www.willowsandwool.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Hodgepodge Handicrafts
59 Belknap Ave.

Newport, NH 03773-1508
Ph 603 863-1470
hdgpdg_2000@yahoo.com

NEW JERSEY

The Spinnery, Inc.
33 Race St.
Frenchtown, NJ 08825
Ph 908 996-9004
Spinnery@aol.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Earthguild

33 Haywood St.
Asheville, NC 28801

Ph 828 255-7818
inform@earthguild.com
www.earthguild.com

Gate City Yarns

231 S. Elm St.
Greensboro, NC 27401
Ph 910 370-1233

800 335-5011
tina@spinnersridge.com

OHIO

Sally’s Shop

139 College Rd.
Wadsworth, OH 44281
Ph 330 334-1996
sallyshop1@yahoo.com

TENNESSEE

Smoky Mountain Spinnery
466 Brookside Village Way
Gatlinburg TN 37738

Ph 865 436-9080
smokymtnspinnery@aol.com

TEXAS

Heritage Arts
10740 C.R. 102
Grandview, TX 76050
Ph 817 517-5800
HeritArts@aol.com

WC Mercantile

201 E. Washington Ave.
Navasota, TX 77868

Ph 936 825-3378
info@wcmercantile.com

VERMONT

Ellens 1/2 Pint Farm
85 Tucker Hill Rd.
Norwich, VT 05055

Ph 802 649-5420
halfpintfarm@ualley.net

VIRGINIA

Moldavia Farm

1645 George Washington Hwy.
Charlotte Court House, VA 23923
Ph 804 542-5946
pegsfarm@hotmail.com

Misty Mountain Farm

154 Quail Call Lane
Amissville, VA 20106

Ph 540 937-4707
info@mistymountainfarm.com
www.mistymountainfarm.com

Stony Mountain Fibers
939 Hammocks Gap Rd.
Charlottesville, VA 22911
Ph 434 295-2008
stonymtn@embargmail.com

Uniquities

421-D Church St.,, NE
Vienna, VA 22180
Ph 703 242-0520
hockhouse@aol.com

WISCONSIN

Susan’s Fiber Shop

N250 Hwy. A

Columbus, WI 53925

Ph 920 623-4237
susanfiber@internetwis.com

WASHINGTON

Rowan Tree Woolery

4091 N. Wenas Rd.

Selah, WA 98942

Ph 509 698-6151
Ihargrov@charter.net
http://www.rowantreewoolery.com

CANADA

ALBERTA

Shuttleworks

Site 5, Box 9RR1

DeWinton (Calgary), Alberta TOL 0X0
Ph 403 938-1099
mail@shuttleworks.com
www.shuttleworks.com

NOVA SCOTIA

Gaspereau Valley Fibres

PO Box 2368, Wolfville, NS B4P 2N5
Ph 902 542-2656
brenda@gaspereauvalleyfibres.ca
Contact - Brenda Gilmour

ONTARIO

The Black Lamb

246 Ridout St.

Port Hope, ON L1A 1P3
Ph 905 885-0190
fibre@theblacklamb.ca
www.theblacklamb.ca

Little Red Mitten

86 Talbot Street

St Thomas, ON N5P 1A5
Ph 519 207-2880
info@Iittleredmitten.ca

AUSTRALIA

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Bella Textiles

1 Greenfield Rd.

Seaview Downs, South Australia 5049
Ph 08 8296 3428
walkingwheel@bigpond.com

VICTORIA

Wendy Dennis—Handspinning Wool
Tarndwarncoort Polwarth Wool
Tarndwarncoort, Warncoort 3243

Ph 03 523 6241
wednydennis@primus.com.au
www.tarndwarncoort.com

TASMANIA

Tasmanian House Of Fibre
Railton, North West Coast, Tas 7305
Ph 03 6496 1942
info@tasmanianfibre.com.au
www.tasmanianfibre.com.au

NEW SOUTH WALES
Coramba Fibrecrafts
247C Orara Way
Coramba 2450, NSW
Ph 612 66 544435
roberts.gee@bigpond.com

UNITED KINGDOM

Sarah Stacey Handspinning & Knitting
CWMYQY, Monmouthshire

WALES NP7 7NR

Fax 0187 890-712
sarah@hedgehogequipment.co.uk

NETHERLANDS

The Spinners

JCvd Lansstraat 47
2552 HM The Hague
Ph 070 325 9171
boer381@zonnet.nl

JAPAN

Kakara Woolworks

488-1 Koizumi

Ageo-Shi, Saitama-Ken
3620063

JAPAN

Ph 0081 48-720-8915
info@kakara-woolworks.com
http://kakara-woolworks.com

Visit our web site to find more dealers near you

Majacraft Ltd - 586 Oropi Road - RD.3 - Tauranga 3173 - New Zealand
phone +64 7 543-3618 - email support@majacraft.co.nz
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Ultimate Spinning Control

The Aura NS

The Aura is a collaborative project between
Pluckyfluff and Majacraft. It has a new twist
on the double drive system that gives
spinners control over their yarn like never
before. i J

It has been created to be incredibly -
versatile so whether you desire to spin lace
or yarns as thick as you can imagine, the
Aura will do it.

The unique double drive tension system
gives infinite individual control over the
twist and draw speed of your yarn. The end
result? Ultimate spinning control for anyone.

Contact your local Majacraft dealer and
arrange to experience the Aura for yourself!

We designed the Aura wheel to
accommodate new, creative and
artistic styles of yarn while
insuring that the ability to
produce fine and traditional styles
| was preserved. What you get is

i one wheel that does everything,
and does it well. From lace-weight
| to full-lock tailspun, Aura gives
you unrestrained creative

S potential to create unique yarns

. "' and the fine engineering to make
it easy to do so.

Pluckyfluff

"Nl
majacraft

all you need to spin your dreams



PNRMCHAIR TRAVELER

Beatrix
Potter’s
English Lake
District

BY DONNA DRUCHUNAS

© ISTOCKPHOTO./ BRETT CHARLTON

Wherever you go in the English Lake District of Cumbria, United Kingdom, one thing is certain: you will see sheep—on the
fells, in the valleys, and even on the lakeshore. You may notice that many of these sheep are gray or black with white faces.
They are Herdwicks, native to Cumbria. Miss Beatrix Potter (1866-1943), famous for her series of books about Peter Rabbit
and his friends, is less well known as Mrs. Beatrix Heelis, farmer, needleworker, and conservationist. But it was after she mar-
ried at age forty-seven, and her eyesight began to fail, that she spent all of her time in the Lake District, managing the farms
she’d purchased with the profits from her books, breeding Herdwick sheep, and even serving as the first woman president of the
Herdwick Sheep Breeders’ Association in Cumbria. In the end, Beatrix Heelis, née Potter, left over 4,000 acres, fifteen farms in
all, to the National Trust for the preservation of the rural landscape and lifestyle she had come to love.

I. Hill Top, near Sawrey of Miss Potter’s books.Young children will enjoy exploring
Hill Top was the first farm that the garden trail and discovering scenes from their favorite
Beatrix Potter purchased while still Peter Rabbit tales.

living in London with her parents.
Because she couldn’t live there 2. Yew Tree Farm at Coniston and other working

beauty that first ning, but it adds lovely ambi-
inspired so many ance to the setting.

full-time—as a spinster daughter, sheep farms
she was expected to care for her Much of the movie Miss Potter, starring Renée Zellweger,
parents—she kept the tenant was shot on location in Cumbria, with Yew Tree Farm stand-
farmer on to care for the prop- ing in for Hill Top. If you stay at this working farm bed-and-
erty and raise Herdwick sheep breakfast, you will experience rural life in the Lake District
in her absence. Here, you can vis- firsthand. Breakfast is served
it the house, still decorated as it in a room still filled with the
was when Pot- furniture purchased by Beatrix
o * . ter owned it, take Potter. The “spinning gallery,” a
~ . TO GLASGOW ADA guided walks, stop beautiful area along the front of
Ewe Close Rare at the local pub for the old barn, is actually where
Breed Farm a bite to eat, and Herdwick wool was dried and
experience the has nothing to do with spin-
\ N

1. Hill Top 2.Yew Tree Farm Information about other
& Hawkshead, Ambleside, Coniston, Cumbria working sheep farms
% Cumbria LA22 OLF LA2| 8DP with lodging: Herdwick
2 +44 15394 36269 +44 15394 41433 Sheep Breeders’
< hilltop@nationaltrust  info@yewtree-farm Association
§ \ .org.uk .co.uk Howe Cottage
2 www.nationaltrust.org ~ www.yewtree-farm Seascale, Cumbria
£ uk com CA20 IEQ
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3. The Wool Clip, Caldbeck
The Wool Clip is a cooperative owned and operated by
about eighteen Cumbrian fiber artists, farmers, and crafters.
The shop is housed in an eighteenth-century water mill
in Caldbeck, a picturesque village about halfway between
Penrith and Cockermouth.Whether you want to make
something yourself or buy items made from local breeds
(including Herdwick, Bluefaced Leicester, Shetland, Swaledale
sheep, and Crookback Angora goats), you are sure to buy
more than will fit in your suitcase.There are handspun and
hand-dyed yarns, knitting and crochet kits, and books and
magazines to entice crafters. For family members, there are
many different styles of hand- and machine-made clothing
and accessories, all made in Cumbria. Be sure to pick up a
copy of the Woolen Ways map of other wool-related sites
and shops in the Lake District.

4. Woolfest, Cockermouth

If you find yourself in Cumbria the last weekend of June,
you are in for a treat! On Friday and Saturday, an area near
Cockermouth, normally used for swap meets, becomes a
mecca for fiber fanatics from all over the United Kingdom
and Europe.With workshops, hands-on exhibitions, animals,
and over one hundred retail stalls, Woolfest can compete

+44 19467 29346 3.The Wool Clip

(evenings) (closed Mondays and all
amanda@herdwick of January) Priests Mill,
-sheep.com Caldbeck, Wigton,
www.herdwick-sheep Cumbria CA7 8DR
.com/accommodation +44 16974 78707

info@woolclip.com
www.woolclip.com

with the most popular of the United States’ fiber festi-
vals. In fact, you'll discover many things here that you don'’t
often see at festivals in the United States: wool rugs and
carpet for sale, big knitting, United Kingdom book au-
thors, products from British sheep breeds, and more.The
exhibition area also features free demonstrations of fiber
crafts from around the world. There’s a Ravelry meet up, a
spinning evening, and a barbecue, too!

5. Indigo, Penrith

This tiny shop tucked away in the De-
vonshire Arcade shopping mall in the
center of Penrith is packed full of
Herdwick wool, local hand-dyed yarns,
and a collection of other supplies,
books, and tools. It is a must-see for
spinners, knitters, and crocheters vis-
iting this area. Here, you will find kits
and materials that are almost impos-
sible to come by except in this small
corner of the world. Stop in just to
say “hello” or pick up some Herdwick
wool to spin, a few skeins of the one-
of-a-kind yarn, or a custom-designed kit.

6. Ewe Close Rare Breed Farm, near Aspatria
Although not a Herdwick farm, this farm is definitely in the
spirit of Beatrix Potter’s desire to preserve the landscape,
livestock, and heritage of the English Lake District. This is a
great destination for families and anyone interested in agri-
culture and the preservation of rare breeds. Children (and
adults) will be enthralled by the chance to pet and bottle-
feed baby lambs, calves, piglets,and ponies, and you can even
try your hand at milking a goat. If all that walking works up
an appetite, stop in at the Tea Room before hitting the road
and heading out to your next adventure.

ALL PHOTOS BY
DOMINIC COTIGNOLA
UNLESS OTHERWISE
NOTED.

4.Woolfest

(last weekend of June)
Mitchell’s Lakeland
Livestock Centre,
Cockermouth, Cumbria
CAI3 0QX

+44 16974 78707
www.woolfest.co.uk

5. Indigo

|5 Devonshire Arcade,
Penrith, Cumbria
CAIll 7SX

+44 17688 99917

winter 2010 = Spin-Off

6. Ewe Close Rare
Breed Farm

Arkleby, near Aspatria,
Wigton, Cumbria

CA7 2DS

+44 16973 21917
info@eweclosefarm.co.uk
www.eweclosefarm.co.uk
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BHPINNING BASICS

s there a spinner alive that hasn't fall-
3 S I en in love with a smooth, silky ball of
\d plnnlng combed top? I think not! But the fact re-
: 3 mains that the more organized the fibers

I Op are, the faster twist can grab those fibers

and lock them into place. Commercial

BY MAGGIE CASEY

top is always a combed preparation and is

about as organized as it gets. Combing re-
moves all the short, weak fibers, and the
remaining long fibers are closely lined up
in parallel order right next to each other.
Think of top as a precision drill team—
all the fibers are marching in step, close
together, shoulder to shoulder, perfect-

ly lined up, platoon after platoon mov-
ing as one unit. No wonder top is so sleek
and smooth. Because these fibers are so
well organized, they can become a beauti-
ful, smooth yarn or a slubby, overtwisted
tangle. It all has to do with how the twist
meets the fibers and turns them into yarn.
Here are some tips to make those fibers

march the way you want them to.

KNOW WHAT YOU'RE WORKING WITH

pull out easily, or are they compacted (fig. 4)? See if
Before you start spinning, check out your fiber the fibers pull out easier from the other end—it can
(figs. 1-3). Grasp one end of the top and pull off just make a difference (figs. 5-6). Then pull off a section
a staple length of the fibers to see how long they are. 18 to 24 inches long and gently shake it out. Is it a
Long fibers require more space between your hands  wide ribbon of fibers or a narrow one (fig. 7)? Some-
when you draft than short fibers. Did those fibers times just opening up the top with a shake is all you

-
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have to do to make spinning easier. Remember to
keep the fibers organized so you can make a smooth
yarn. The best way to accentuate the beauty of those
combed fibers is to spin them with a worsted draw.

WORSTED DRAW

A worsted draw is a short forward draw with
no twist between your hands, not even the tini-
est bit (figs. 8-10). After you've joined your fiber to
the leader, your front hand (drafting hand) pinch-
es and pulls out a section of fiber, feeds it toward
the wheel, slides back bringing the twist over those
drawn-out fibers, and then pulls out another length
of fiber and smooths back again. Keep the rhythm
going: draft forward, smooth back, draft forward,
smooth back. Keep your fingers closed on your

drafting hand; if you let twist sneak between your
hands, it will lock the fibers together and you can’t
draft. Don’t pinch so hard with your front hand that
it hurts—pinch just enough to keep the twist at bay.
The distance between your hands will depend on
how long the fibers are; if your hands are farther
apart than the staple length of the fiber, you won't
have as much control over the size of the yarn. If
your hands are too close, the fibers can’'t move out
of your fiber hand easily and your yarn will get ex-
tra twist, making drafting difficult. Your draft-

ing hand is doing most of the work, pulling and
smoothing back, but the back hand (fiber hand) is
busy, too. Keep it relaxed and cradle all the fibers
using your entire hand and not just your index fin-
ger and thumb (fig. 11). If you are holding the fibers

a1 |
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too tightly, they can’t move out, no matter how hard
your front hand pulls. As you draft forward, your
fiber hand can put a little pressure on the fiber to
give the drafting hand something to pull against.
Then as your drafting hand brings the twist into the
fibers, relax your back hand so more fibers will be
available for the next draft. Remember that spinning
is not a contest of strength—finesse always wins!

Avoid using just your thumb and index finger to
hold the fiber because it will cause a tangled mess,
as in this photo where Maggie’s thumb is inserted
in the drafting zone (fig. 12).

Keep the twist out of the area
between your hands or it will be
hard to draft (fig. 13).

There are several ways to pre-
pare top for spinning. You can
spin the fiber just the way it is,
vertically split the top into nar-
rower sections so you are deal-
ing with fewer fibers at a time, or
spin across the web. You can also
predraft or spin over the fold. Try
all of these techniques and see which one works
best for you and
your project.

SPINNING ACROSS THE WEB

Do not strip or predraft the fiber. After joining
the fiber to the leader, start spinning using a wor-
sted draw and slowly move your drafting hand back
and forth over the top, drawing out fibers as you
go (fig. 14). Judith MacKenzie spun yarn for some
amazing socks using this technique in her book
The Intentional Spinner (Interweave, 2009).

spinoffmagazine.com

PREDRAFTING

The goal of predrafting is to open the top so it
isn’t as dense and to stagger the fibers so they don’t
all draft out at the same time; the aim is not to re-
duce the fiber to its final spun size. If the fiber has
been dyed after combing, predrafting may help open
up slightly compressed areas.

The possibilities youw'll encounter are hands too
close together (fig. 15), too far apart (fig. 16), and
just right (fig. 17). Hold an 18- to 24-inch section of
top with your fiber hand about 6 inches away from

an end and with the other hand, start pulling out
fibers from that end. If fibers don’t pull out easily,
increase the distance between your hands by mov-
ing the fiber hand away from the end. Don'’t have
a death grip with -

either hand! To keep -y ‘ P
the fibers organized, :
cradle them gently

with your fiber hand

and keep equal pres-

sure on them as you

pull them out with | y
your other hand. The
goal is to stagger the
fibers without creating
thin spots (fig. 18). If
necessary, predraft a
couple of times to cre-
ate a smooth, narrow
ribbon as organized as
the original top (fig.
19). After you are done
predrafting, wind the
top into a little bird’s
nest (fig. 20). Spin the
fibers worsted draw.




Carolina Homespun

800-450-7786
carolinahomespun.com

Everything You Need
To Create with Fiber

Winter Show Schedule

Anne’s Web
December 11, 2010 Salinas, CA

Madrona Winter Retreat
February 17-20, 2011 Tacoma, WA

Stitches West
February 17-20, 2011 Santa Clara, CA
Sewing & Stitchery Expo
March 3-6, 2011 Puyallup, WA

Spin For Peace
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OVER THE FOLD

If you are getting frustrated fighting the twist,
try spinning over the fold. After you spin over the
fold for a while, it is easier to go back to spinning
lengths of top.

Pull off a staple length of undrafted fiber and fold
it over the index finger of your fiber hand so that
one end of the fiber lies between your index finger
and middle finger and the other end is between your
index finger and thumb (fig. 21). Join by pressing
the leader to the fiber with the thumb of your fiber
hand, treadle, and watch the twist grab the fibers
on your finger (fig. 22). Start drafting (pull forward,
smooth back) (figs. 23-24). The twist can’t lock up
the fibers as easily because they are on both sides of
your finger (fig. 25). Draft off the top of your fin-
ger so you are folding the fibers in half. This tech-
nique will not give you as smooth and strong a yarn
as spinning from a length of top, but the yarn will
still be smooth. Since you are spinning only one sta-
ple length at a time, you have lots of joins, and you
will get very good at making joins. With these fold-
ed fibers you can also do a short forward draw with

spinoffmagazine.com

twist between your hands or a long draw (fig. 26).
Sara Lamb spins silk over the fold for her beautiful
kimonos (see the Summer 2001 issue of Spin-Off).
Twist loves combed fibers—it can run into them
faster than the speed of light and leave equally
fast. Twist can be deceiving; it goes into the fiber
so easily you may think your yarn is stronger
than it is. Stop and check your yarn to see if it has
enough twist. Pull out a length of yarn and test it
for strength by holding on to a section and tugging
on each end to make sure it doesn’t drift apart (fig.
27). If it passes the test, then take that yarn and let
it twist back on itself to see how it looks as a plied
yarn (fig. 28). If you have too little twist, treadle
once or twice before the yarn gets on the wheel. If
there is too little twist and the yarn drifts apart, the
twist will escape and weaken the yarn around it,
so add a little twist back into your yarn before you
start drafting again. If it happens often, loosen the
tension on your brake band to allow a little more
twist into your yarn. If you have too much twist,
tighten the tension slightly on your brake band and
get the yarn onto the wheel more quickly. With a




Maggie spun an Ashland Bay multicolored Merino top in
the Baltic colorway |) over the fold, 2) predrafted short
draw,and 3) across the web to demonstrate the very m
subtle differences between the three techniques in the O 6

finished yarn.

little practice you can turn top into smooth, ele- Maggie Casey, author of Start Spinning (Interweave, 2007) and
gant yarns. Want some more ideas on worsted-style Start Spinning DVD (Interweave, 2009), spends her days work-

2 . ing and teaching at Shuttles, Spindles, and Skeins in Boulder, Col-
yarns? Check out the article by Carol Rhoades on orado. She loves teaching spinning because she learns so much

lofty worsted-style yarns in the Summer 2010 issue  fom her students.
of Spin-Off.
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Your Wheel and Loom Specialists since 1988
JENSEN ¢ SCHACHT * LOUET * ASHFORD
MAJACRAFT * STRAUCH * WEAVING LOOMS
FREE Shipping on most Wheels and Drumcarders
“ACORN” Wool Combs, English Combs, Hackles—1In Stock

JENSEN
Tina II

NEW Majacraft
AURA Wheel

NEW Schacht Bulky Flyers STRAUCH 10th Anniversary
For Lady Bug WALNUT Finest Drum Carder
or Matchless Wheels Free Shipping - Limited Edition

PROMPT SERVICE ¢ FRIENDLY KNOWLEDGEABLE ADVICE
AsniE L Discounts to Schools, Colleges, Government Organizations S%‘acg: D%atcl(;}ess
T I n . .
. l(;rom ; 4?:510 . We beat advertised prices * Call us for your best deal SzliEe- CI?LI?
wiGift Toll Free: (877) 586-9332 * Fax: (970) 484-0058

info@bountifulspinweave.com ¢ www.bountifulspinweave.com
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T H E S PINNTING W E B
Web Listings: Your guide to shopping the web

Associations

PYGORA BREEDERS ASSOCIATION

www.pba-pygora.com
(315) 678-2812

Equipment

BAYNES SPINNING WHEELS

WWw.spinning.co.nz
+64 3 308 6884 (fax)

FOXGLOVE FIBERARTS SUPPLY

www.FoxgloveFibercom
(206) 780-2747

FRICKE ENTERPRISES
www.fricke-fiber-tools.com
(360) 691-5779

GOLDING FIBER TOOLS
www.GoldingFiberTools.com
(800) 710-1872

HOWARD BRUSH
www.howardbrush.com
(800) 556-7710

LENDRUM
www.lendrum.ca
(613) 386-7151

LOUET NORTH AMERICA
www.louet.com
(613) 925-4502

MAJACRAFT WHEELS

www.majacraft.co.nz
+64 7543 3618

NEW VOYAGER TRADING CO.

WWW.Newvoyager.com
(252) 398-4396

SCHACHT SPINDLE CO. INC.
www.schachtspindle.com
(800) 228-2553

SPINOLUTION
www.spinolution.com
(928) 710-3600

STRAUCH FIBER EQUIPMENT CO.
www.strauchfiber.com
(540) 864-8869

WOODLAND TURNERY

(TIMBERTOPS SPINNING WHEELS)
www.timbertopswheels.co.uk
timbertops@woodland-turnery.co.uk

Fiber Processing

FIRE AND FLUFF
www.fireandfluff.com
info@fireandfluff.com

OHIO VALLEY NATURAL FIBERS
www.OVNF.com
(937) 446-3045
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STILL RIVER MILL
wwwistillrivermill.com
(860) 974-9918

Fibers

ASHLAND BAY TRADING COMPANY

www.ashlandbay.com
(503) 783-1224

CRYSTAL CREEK FIBERS

www.crystalcreekfibers.etsy.com
(509) 427-8454

FIBERLADY.COM
www.fiberlady.com/store
chele@fiberlady.com

HAPPY HANDS YARN & FIBER
www.happyhandsyarn.com
(262) 495-2451

LUNABUDKNITS
www.lunabudknits.etsy.com
(859) 608-5419

LYNN’S TEXAS FIBER
www.texasfiber.com
texasfiber@comcast.net

MISTY MEADOW WOOL FARM

www.mistymeadowalpacas.com
(302) 381-6062

PARADISE FIBERS

www.paradisefibers.net
(888) 320-7746

SPIN TO YARN
www.spintoyarn.com
Stephanie@spintoyarn.com

SPINNING STRAW INTO GOLD, LLC
www.spinningstrawintogold.com
(682) 433- 4464

SWEET GRASS WOOL
www.sweetgrasswool.com
(888) 222-1880

THE FIBER ADDICT LLC
www.thefiberaddict.com
(208) 325-4177

Literature

THE SPINNING WHEEL SLEUTH
www.spwhsl.com
(978) 475-8790

Sbops/Majl Order

APPLE HOLLOW FIBER ARTS

www.applehollow.com
(888) 324-8302

CROWN MOUNTAIN FARMS
www.crownmountainfarms.com
(360) 894-1738

GAYC d TO Ual 'd?
X

EARTH GUILD
www.earthguild.com
(800) 327-8448

PEACE, LOVE & YARN
www.peaceloveyarn.com
(877) 795-9798

ROYALE HARE

www.royalehare.com
(707) 579-2344

SHEEP STREET FIBERS

www.sheepstreet.com
(812) 597-5648

SUSAN’S FIBER SHOP

wwwi.susansfibershop.com
(888) 603-4237

SUSAN’S SPINNING BUNNY
www.spinningbunny.com
susan@spinningbunny.com

TABLE ROCK LLAMAS FIBER ARTS
STUDIO INC. & THE DYEWORKS
www.tablerockllamas.com

(866) 495-7747

THE FOLD
www.thefoldatmc.net
(815) 568-5730

THE WOOLERY
www.woolery.com
(800) 441-9665

VILLAGE SPINNING & WEAVING SHOP
www.villagespinweave.com
(888) 686-1192

Socks

R PLACE ALPACAS

www.rplacealpacas.com
(269) 626-0283

Spin-off

t's about making yarn by hand

To advertise here call
Stephanie Griess at
(877) 613-4630 or
e-mail sgriess@

interweave.com
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Howard Hand Card aewusa

Hand Cards — All of our products
are handcrafted in Woonsocket, RI.
Our Hand Cards are manufactured
to the exact specifications devel-
oped by the founder the Howard
Brothers Company in 1866.
Each hand card is formed
using select woods, with a
gently curved compromise between flat and strongly
curved cards, allowing for both styles of carding action.

These traditionally made hand cards are offered in 3 sizes:
Standard, Student and Mini, and in 5 densities from 54 TPI to 190
TPI for the fiberarts community.

Drum Carder — The David is a Premier Triple Drum Carder. It
comes fully assembled and is made out of solid, unfinished hard-
wood.

=

Carding Cloth — Five densities of
Card Clothing are available in standard
8” width and can be purchased by the
linear foot. Wider widths available upon
request.

Rug Hooking -- Gripper Strips & Basic Frame Kits.

&

We also manufacture...
* basic frame kits ® rug hooking gripper strips ® animal grooming tools ®

Call or check our website for a dealer near you!

800-556-7710

www.howardbrush.com
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Magnified silver poplar leaf (Populus alba spp.).

ine as Frog Hair:
pinning indumentum

Magnified lambs' ear (Stachys byzantina).

BY LINDA LIGON

ome of the most intriguing journeys never arrive at a destination. Such a journey for me began

when my son, Ethan, sent a few photographs he took while traveling among the Miao in rural areas

of Yunnan Province in southwestern China. You can see them on the next page.

What is this woman doing? Mak-
ing some kind of thread, it would ap-
pear. From what? How? The leaves she’s
handling appear to be some kind of rho-
dodendron. That’s been confirmed by
the head of the American Rhododen-
ron Society, as well as several horticultur-
ist friends. Rhododendrons are native to
Yunnan Province. The leaves of many are
smooth on back and front, but some have
hairy backs. Quite hairy, in some cases.

The technical name for this hair is
indumentum, and it can apply to hairs
or scales of all kinds on both plants and
insects. It even applies to the scales on
a butterfly’s wings. Indumentum can
be spiky, silky, fuzzy; it can consist of a
mass of single strands, or a small forest
of branched fibers. It can be so short as
to present itself as a smooth matte sur-
face, or so long you want to pet it. It can
be dangerous, like the irritating indu-
mentum on stinging nettles, or fragrant,
like the indumentum on the leaves of
common sage.

| at
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As a spinner, I've often cast an eye
on milkweed fluff, cattail fuzz, dande-
lion puffs, and other fine fibers float-
ing around my yard. It never occurred
to me, though, to think of the hairy sur-
faces of my lambs’ ears (Stachys byzan-
tina) or silver poplar (Populus alba spp.)
as the stuff of potential thread. Hav-
ing seen this evidence of thread from
rhododendrons, though, I've tried ev-
ery fuzzy thing I could get my hands
on. With no luck at all. Either the leaves
tear when rubbed, or the fiber is so very
fine and short as to be useless, no mat-
ter how tightly I twist it. The indumen-
tum on some species of rhododendrons,
however, is described as detersile—that
is, coming away from the leaf in a mat.
That sounds like something you might
be able to spin! But I don't have any!

These photos pose many questions.
Why does the thread appear to have
kinks or knots in it? At first I thought it
was because it was made of leaf veins,
not indumentum. Closer examination

shows otherwise. Why has the spin-
ner created notches in the leaf margins?
What is the thread actually good for?

Ethan mentions a pile of fabrics next
to the woman that were purportedly
spun and woven from this very stuff. I
find it hard to believe. Surely there were
errors in translation. And why didn’t
he purchase some for me? I must not
have raised him right. I leave it to you,
dear reader, to take this journey for-
ward. Maybe you can find more infor-
mation on the Internet than I was able
to. Maybe you've actually seen this done
on your world travels. Maybe you have
a stash of rhododendron-fuzz fabric in a
drawer somewhere.

Please share your knowledge and in-
sights. It would be wonderful to bring
this journey home. 3§

Linda Ligon is the founder of Interweave and
Spin-Off 's creative director. Ethan Ligon is a pro-
fessor of developmental economics at University
of California, Berkeley.



PHOTOS BY ETHAN LIGON

A Miao woman in Yunnan Province, China, makes thread—somehow.

winter 2010 = Spin-Off 45




Did Priscilla Mullins Spin?

B Y o] TR AT SIS e ER ST

ggsn, as he o/)sﬂsc{ the c[oo'z, he beheld the /o*zm o/ the maidsn
Seated besids her wﬁse[i and the carded wool [ike a snow-drift
Piled at hen énss, her white hands fssc{ing the navenous 5/1[;26{[5,

While with bex /oot on the treadle she guéc{sc[ the wheel in its motion.
“The Courtship of Miles Standish,” Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

hen Longfellow imagined the
John Alden/Priscilla Mullins/
Miles Standish love triangle, he de-
picted Priscilla spinning as Alden
arrived to offer Standish’s mar-
riage proposal. The image of a
spinning maiden is an old one,
and both in the time of the
Pilgrims (early 1600s) and
in Longfellow’s day (mid-
1800s), this image was
shorthand for female in-
dustry and piety as well
as domestic tranquility.
Longfellow was undoubt-
edly invoking that sym-
bolism when he chose
spinning as Priscilla’s ac-
tivity, but do the historical
facts support that choice?
When Priscilla and the rest of
the Mayflower Pilgrims sailed in
1620, spinning was a common daily
activity for many women and chil-
dren both in England, the Pilgrims’
homeland, and Holland, the land
of their religious exile. It was poor-
ly paid work, but provided the extra
income many working-class families
needed to make ends meet through
the lean times of year. Dutch portraits
from the 1500s and early 1600s often

ILLUSTRATION BY BENJAMIN S. CLARKE
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show women spinning on a wheel, usu-
ally in a well-appointed interior, dem-
onstrating that spinning was common
enough to be immediately understood
by the viewer not only for what it was
but for what it meant—that the subject
of the portrait was a well-to-do para-
gon of domestic virtue. Genre paint-
ings from the same period show poor
women spinning, often in a doorway or
courtyard with an unsupported spin-
dle, demonstrating that the activity was
ubiquitous and necessary.

The reality the Mayflower’s passen-
gers found upon arrival at Plymouth
in December, however, was completely
alien to them. To their eyes, they were
in a wilderness, and everything had to
be done and made from scratch. They
saw no houses, no tilled fields, no grist
mill, not to mention no neigh-
boring village with a helpful
weekly market day.

To secure start-up
funding for the colony,
the colonists agreed
to work six days
per week for sev-
en years to pro-
cure goods to send
back to England
(lumber, salt-
ed fish, furs) and
to produce their
own food. All
other necessities
would be supplied
by the financial
backers (hopeful-
ly out of the colo-
ny’s profits). This is the
classic colonial economic
system we all learned about
in grade school: the colony
supplies the raw materials for the
established industries back home and
also becomes a market for the mother
country’s finished goods.

Records from the early years of
Plymouth Colony show that the neces-
sities sent from England included cloth,
ready-made clothing, and shoes, as well
as sugar, oil, and tools. Knitted stock-
ings, a small article we might reason-

So as she sat at her wheel one aﬂsmoorz in the Ogufumn,

HAlden, who opposite sat, and was watching her dexterous fingers,
Hs if the thiead she was spinning were that of his life and his fortune,
HAfter a pause in thein talk, thus spake to the sound of the spindle.
“Uw[’y, i e el Jee you spinning and spinning,
Never idle @ moment, but thifty and thoughtful of others,

é‘uc[clsn[y you ate bumi/[o’zmsc[, ane Uiu'[;[y aﬁangsc{ in a moment;
(you ans ho [ongez fpziia[[[a, but Bentha the B&auﬂ/u[ 5/202}251.ﬁ

“The Courtship of Miles Standish,” Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

T
1" ks

“Why don’t you speak for yourself, John?”
Blue and white transfer-ware plate, British
Anchor Pottery Co., Ltd., Staffordshire,
England, circa 1950.

IMAGE PROVIDED BY PLIMOTH PLANTATION,
137 WARREN AVE, PLYMOUTH, MA 02360. (508) 746-1622.

ably expect housewives to make at
home, also show up among the
imported goods. The fact was
that by the 1620s, knitted
stockings were so cheap
and readily available that
it was more econom-
ical to import wool
hose ready-made than
to ship over the yarn
to knit them. The
colonists’ heavy re-
sponsibilities to
their financial back-
ers plus the ability to
import clothing and
textiles even if, as was
often the case, in in-
sufficient quantities, are
two counts against the
likelihood of spinning or
any other fiber-processing
activity in these
early years.
Another strike against spinning is
the lack of sheep in the colony. The pri-
mary-source records frequently men-
tion cows, goats, pigs, and chickens in
Plymouth but no sheep. The first refer-
ence to sheep is found in a court record
from January 1628 (1627 in the original,
or Old Style, calendar in which the New
Year began on March 25). Miles Standish
buys Abraham Pierce’s two shares in a



ILLUSTRATION BY BENJAMIN S. CLARKE

FHens the Light foot on the treadle gusur swriften and swifter; the spindle
Uttered an anguy snarl, and the thiead snapped short in hex fingens;
Whilz the impetuous speaker, not heeding the mischicf, continued:
“You aze the beautiful Betha, the spinnes, the queen of Meliretia;
She whose stowy read at a stall in the strests of Southampton,
Who, as she ods on hex palfrey, B vallzy and meadow and mountain,
Even was spinning hex thiead from a distaff fixed to hen saddl.

She was so thuifty and good, that her name passed into a proverb.

So shall it be with your own, when the spinning-wheel shall no longe
FHum in the houss of the farmer, and fill its chambexs with music.
Then shall the mothers, weproving, welate how it was in thei childhood,
GPraising the good old times, and the days of Priscilla the spinner! :

“The Courtship of Miles Standish,” Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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cow and pays him in ewe lambs, one to
be delivered presently, the next the fol-
lowing spring. A man who can prom-
ise a ewe lamb must have more than

one expecting ewe plus, of course, the
ram. Standish in 1627 likely had at least
two and possibly three or more ewes of
lambing age. These sheep do not appear
in the list of colony-owned cattle that
was made up in 1627, and Standish was
independently disposing of their off-
spring, so they must have belonged sole-
ly to him. No record survives to show
when these sheep were brought over, al-
though Standish had traveled to England
on the colony’s business in 1625 and
may have acquired them then. More to
our point, a small, privately owned flock
was not supplying the colony with large
quantities of wool to be processed.

The persistent picture of the self-
sufficient colonial housewife who pro-
vided food and clothing for her family
through her own skill and effort does
have some basis in fact. But as Lau-
rel Thatcher Ulrich showed in The Age
of Homespun and A Midwife’s Tale, it
was not universally true in all places
throughout the almost three hundred
years of colonial history. The evidence
thus far adds up to a complete lack of
spinning, fiber processing, or cloth pro-
duction in the first years of Plymouth.
But in the New England the colonists
were trying to make, how long was it
before spindles, wheels, and looms be-
gan to appear?

The best resource we have for an-
swering that question is the probate in-
ventories. These lists of possessions,
assets, and debts were made after the
death, usually of a man and sometimes
of a woman, and entered into the col-
ony’s records. The earliest probate in-
ventories that survive from Plymouth
Colony are dated 1632 to 1633 when
a sickness swept the town. None of
these inventories list any fiber process-
ing tools or raw fiber. A spindle could
possibly be just a stick, or a stick and a
weight; a niddy-noddy isn’t much more.
These might not be valuable enough to
be included in an inventory, especially
if only the husband died and those tools



were inherited by the wife.
In one case, both a hus-
band and wife died leaving
two underage daughters
and a son; this sad event
leaves us with the rare and
valuable inventory of a
family’s entire goods. No
fiber tools, no raw fiber.
Fiber tools, including
small and great wheels,
cards, “loom furniture,”
and raw fiber (hemp, flax,
and wool) begin to appear
in the probate inventories
of the late 1630s, sparse-
ly at first and then more
and more frequently. In the
late 1620s, the colony dis-
charged the original debt,
freeing the majority of the
colonists from the bur-
den of working for the fi-
nanciers. Families received

Stuaight uprose from hev wheel the beautiful Punitan maiden,

Pleased with the praise of hen thuift from him whoss praise was the swestest,
D from the weel on the table a snowy skein of hex spinning,

Thus making answer, meanwhile, to the flattening phrases of FHlden:
“Come, you must not be idle; if 1 am a pattewn for housewives,

Show younself squally worthy of being the model of husbands.

FHold this skein on your hands, while 0 wind it, eady for knitting;

Then who krows but hexeafter, when fashions have changed and the mannes,
Fathers may talk to theix sons of the good old times of HJohn Aldzn!”
Thus, with a fest and a laugh, the skein on his hands she adjusted,

He sitting awhwardly thewe, with his anms extended before him,

She standing guacsful, exzet, and winding the thiead from his fingeus,
Sometimes chiding a little his cdlumsy manner of holding,

Sometimes touching his hands, as she disentangled expently

their payoff of acreage and
moved away from the orig-
inal little village to begin
fashioning the better life
they had envisioned. In the
1630s, more and more col-
onists flooded what is now
New England. New col-
onies were established along the coast
north and south of Plymouth, beyond
what is now Boston, and throughout
Cape Cod.

The proliferation of new colonists
meant new markets, especially for
the relatively established residents of
Plymouth who were now able to take
advantage of their head start by sell-
ing livestock to the newcomers. Soon
enough the colonists began to compen-
sate for the high-priced and irregular
imports from the Old Country (polit-
ical and social unrest in England dis-
rupted trade for decades) by supplying
their own needs, textile and otherwise.
By the 1640s, spinning was back in the
lives of the colonists, and the New En-
gland textile industry was born.

Priscilla may well have been pious,
diligent, virtuous, and docile, as Long-
fellow (a descendant of John and Pris-

Twist o knotin the yan, wzawa’zsa—/[oz how could she és[}z =
cg‘mc{irzg elzotrical thills f/z"zougg EUETY nEUE i his Eoc{y.

“The Courtship of Miles Standish,” Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

cilla) suggested by his imagery. She and
John Alden were certainly married (cir-
ca 1622 or 1623) for over fifty years,
producing at least ten children. She
may even have been a skilled spinner.
But whether John Alden visited Priscil-
la Mullins to plead Standish’s case or his
own, he couldn’t possibly have found
her spinning. 38

Jilll M. Hall is an independent scholar of costume
and textiles history. She spent twenty years re-
searching and re-creating the dress of the Pilgrims
at Plimoth Plantation before becoming reconciled
to the complete lack of evidence for handspinning
in the first decades of the colony. She lives in Mas-
sachusetts with too much fiber and not enough
time.
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Suri and huacaya are two breeds
of alpaca descended from the
family Camelidae and have been do-
mesticated for over 6,000 years.
Huacayas and suris are different

in body type and have very differ-
ent fleece characteristics. The hua-
caya has a crimpy, flufty fleece

that is soft, smooth, and warm, to
the touch. Suri have smooth dis-
tinct locks that are curly, twisted, or
straight; the fiber feels cool to the
touch and exhibits a brilliant sheen.
Both alpaca types have up to twen-
ty-two natural shades of color, in-
cluding bright white, fawn, lovely
warm browns, grays, and rich, deep
black. Suri account for only 1 per-
cent of the alpaca population world-
wide, making them rare and unique.
In the early 1990s, suri alpacas were
imported from South America to the

|50
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Ranch, Colorado.

KATHY, GILLILAND

United States. Currently 38,000 suri
are registered in the United States.

SMOOTHNESS

An electron micrograph shows that
the outside scales of an individual an-
imal fiber vary in length and height,
like bark on a tree. For instance, sheep’s
wool has short, elevated scales that al-
low the fibers in a lock to adhere to-
gether. Beginning spinners often find
that the scales make drafting during
spinning a bit easier as the fibers slight-
ly cling together. The suri alpaca fiber
has longer scales that are nearly flat to
the fiber, making it feel slick and cool.
The smoothness of the scales promotes
fluid drafting and reflects light, giving
the fiber and yarn a brilliant sheen. The
smoothness of suri makes it feel and
look like silk. Because of its ability to
drape well, I find it ideal for lace shawls
and scarves.

SHEEN

One distinct characteristic of suri fi-
ber is the brilliant luster. Light is reflect-
ed from the straight and smooth outer
surface. Dyers find that suri takes color
excellently while maintaining the luster.

SLEEKNESS

Alpaca breeders describe the wonder-
ful sleek, smooth feel of alpaca fiber
as good handle. A garment made from
alpaca, especially fine suri alpaca, feels
comfortable against your skin, and some
say it feels silky or pleasantly sensual.

SOFTNESS

The fineness of a fleece is measured
in microns (a micron is 1/25,000 of an
inch). Fibers in suri fleeces can measure
less than 20 microns in diameter, as
soft as cashmere, with an average fleece
having fibers that measure between 24
and 28 microns. The smoothness of
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. Kaye chose nine colors
of suri alpaca from her
" stash to illustrate the
¢. ; — natural color variety
N ranging from white to
'._, . . [ shiny black.The yarns
‘ - she spun for the shawl
' = ,..‘i‘ &‘.h- average 22.5 microns in
‘. 3 i the fiber; 21 wraps per
A P inch,and 1,575 yards
‘. per pound.



suri fiber also makes it feel softer to the
touch, as your hand interprets smooth-
ness as softness. If you are planning to
spin a next-to-the-skin garment, it is
best to work with a fleece or roving that
measures between 20 and 24 microns.

STRENGTH

Suri fleece grows quickly and can
measure 6 to 7 inches in one year. This
long staple allows the yarn to have
fewer twists per inch and still remain
strong. However, when spun with a
light twist, the fibers can slip more

easily and actually make a yarn longer
after finishing. This may contribute

to the “growing” or sagging of a heavy
garment.

SPINNING SURI

Some spinners are reluctant to spin
alpaca having been warned that it can
be difficult or that the fibers require ex-
tra twist. On the contrary, I find it very
enjoyable and will share some informa-
tion and a few helpful hints so you can
be the judge.

When spinning suri yarn, it is impor-
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tant to stop and check your yarn to see
if you have adequate twist for your proj-
ect. Checking is easily done by pulling
a section at least 20 to 30 inches long
of freshly spun yarn out of the orifice of
the spinning wheel and allowing it to
twist back on itself, illustrating what it
will look and feel like when it is plied.
If there isn’t enough twist for the yarn’s
size and your purpose, spin the yarn
tighter by using a smaller whorl (higher
speed), treadle faster, or hold the yarn
longer before allowing it to go into the
orifice and wrap around the bobbin.

Note that suri fibers
lack a hollow center (or
medulla), making them
more dense than other
fibers such as wool. Spin suri fine to
avoid sagging in a garment.

When | am spinning, my hands in-
tuitively feed the yarn into the wheel
when it feels like it is ready, mostly be-
cause the fibers begin to resist the
growing twist. This sense of having ac-
quired adequate twist varies with the
fibers being spun.The strength of suri
and ease of drafting may fool you into
feeding your yarn into the orifice too
soon. Check the yarn frequently to
determine if you have enough twist.

Combing a fine alpaca fleece can
leave a significant amount of long but
usable fibers as waste on the station-
ary comb. Drumcarding the fibers
can gently open the locks and align
fibers, leaving less waste when fol-
lowed by combing. However, some-
times the fibers can knot or make
neps while they are being carded.
| have found that a combination of
first carding and then combing makes
the smoothest roving with the least
amount of wasted fibers.

Regardless of whether you card,
comb, or both, | find the lovely sheen
of suri alpaca is enhanced when spun
worsted-style.

In order to keep the suri alpaca
yarn smooth and straight, | wet the
yarn and block it on a niddy-noddy
made from PVC pipe, removing the
skein after the yarn is completely dry.

Tips



I check my freshly spun yarn often, two
to three times in the first minutes of
spinning for a new project and every

5 to 10 minutes thereafter and always
after an interruption or break.

SHADES OF SURI SHAWL

Suri alpaca is ideal for fine spinning
and drapes well in a knitted lace gar-
ment. From my stash of suri fiber,

I chose nine colors to illustrate the
natural variety ranging from white to
shiny black. The yarns I spun for the
shawl average 22.5 microns in the
fiber, 21 wraps per inch, and 1,575
yards per pound.

The fleeces for the first two knitted
stripes and the lace edge trim are white
and light fawn coming from Salt Riv-
er Alpacas. Lillianna and Bella Donna
have fiber that is very fine and soft, less
than 20 microns. I washed and gently
drumcarded the fibers on my Pat Green
drumcarder with fur cloth, but I found
a few broken neps and knots. To spin a
smooth, fine yarn, I decided to contin-
ue the preparation by using my one-row
Louet minicombs. The resulting sliver
was incredibly easy to spin.

The third stripe, dark fawn, came
from Goldilocks, born at Switzer Land
Alpacas. The locks were 6 to 10 inch-
es long, so I cut them in half and found
that drumcarding alone was sufficient
preparation.

The fourth stripe, light brown, came
from Mary Jane at Finney’s Fiber Farm.
At 5 inches, the staple of this fleece was
well suited for carding.

The fifth stripe, dark red brown,
came from Shoshone at Diamond
Valley Alpacas. A staple length of 5
inches made it easy to drumcard.

The sixth stripe, true black, came
from Marcos at Switzer Land Alpac-
as. Marcos had an 8- to 10-inch sta-
ple, and I cut each lock in half before
drumcarding.

The last three gray stripes came
from Azure Agate at Diamond Val-
ley Alpacas. Azure Agate is a multicol-
ored suri alpaca with predominantly
white and black patches of fiber. I used
25 percent, 50 percent, and 75 percent

Kaye wove a small blanket of handspun alpaca yarns illu
trating a variety of natural huacaya alpaca colors wheén sh

was working on her Certificate of Excel
Handweavers Guild of America. Ever si

wanted to make something using the m
of suri alpaca. These pillows and the sha

white with the black for the three gray
yarns. I drumcarded each preparation a
total of five times to thoroughly blend
the colors. 3

Kaye D. Collins lives in the Rocky Mountains north
of Fort Collins, Colorado. She owns and oper-
ates Fiber to Fabric, a custom spinning and design
studio, and offers fine fibers for sale. She enjoys
teaching spinning and knitting at local guilds and
national conferences. Contact Kaye at (970) 214-
6476 or kaye@ancientarts.us.

RESOURCES

Clark, Evelyn, with Kaye Collins and Judith
MacKenzie McCuin."Spun 2 Ways: Old
Shale Lace Triangle Shawl.” Spin-Off 32,2
(Summer 2008), 46-51.

Collins, Kaye."Spinning Alpaca for Knitting: Hua-
caya.” Spin-Off 32,2 (Summer 1999), 60—69.

.“Spinning Suri Alpaca.” Spin-Off 24, 3
(Fall 2000), 40-49.

Judd, Suvia, and Deborah Berman.“Electron Mi-
croscopy as a Window on Fiber Quality.”
PurelySuri (Summer 2003), 1 8-20.

www.surinetwork.org

www.weavespindye.org

Suri Alpaca Sources

Diamond Valley Alpaca Ranch
Dale & Kathy Gilliland

247 Sloan Rd.

Livermore, CO 80536

(970) 493-7783
www.alpacanation.com

Salt River Alpacas

Liz Vahlkamp

18890 MC 455

Paris, MO 65275

(314) 440-1627
www.saltriveralpacas.com

Switzer Land Alpacas
Chris and Phil Switzer
1236 Glacier View
Estes Park, CO 80527
(970) 586-4624
www.alpacaland.com

Finney’s Fiber Farm
Renee Finney

13059 Momtoma Ln.
Wilton, CA 95693
(916) 802-8263
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Satisfy Your Sock Knitting Fix

With This Groundbreaking eMag!

Sockupied takes you on an interactive journey

]‘ through sock knitting, with an easy-to-download
11}\ ‘1 e Q format that includes videos, galleries, tips and tech-
S

in pursuit of - sock knitting 24(7 niques, informative articles, and more!
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materials

Sockupied also You'll be SOCkUpiEd in no time!

features must-knit « Take to the streets with videos of socks and their stories
If you love K f
sock patterns from _e Explore cashmere sock yarns
SOCkS, the Ann Budd, Cookie A, « See video demonstrations on four cast-on methods

Sockupied eMag and Debbie for sock knitting

. "Nei o Explore the world of Cookie A
is what you’ve Qe £ | .
« 10 fresh ideas to resize a sock for a perfect fit

been craving. @ « And much, much more!

Download this eMag today
at interweavestore.com

AND EXPERIENCE THE ART OF
SOCK KNITTING LIKE NEVER BEFORE!

D INTERWEAVE.

= interweavestore.com
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in pursuit of < sock knitting 24/7



Winter 2010

Special.Advertising Section Natural Fiber
A SpinOft Directory!

: Off bt S - _ Last year when we were all celebrating the International Year of
L8 Natural Fiber, we thought what could be more natural to include in

& Spin-Off magazine than natural fiber? But since nearly every issue
PRRALRE. S #28  deals with the amazing, magical qualities of natural fiber—we

T : had to stretch a bit to figure out how to celebrate it even more.
The Natural Fiber Directory was born, and here it is in its
second year in the middle of another issue chock-full of
natural fiber.

e )-carn by harid 5 k

This is a one-stop, easy-to-take-with-you listing of fiber
resources from around the world. These listings are
important, not only for you, as you're searching for the
perfect fleece for your next project, but also, for the spin-

ning community as a whole. Supporting the shepherds,
farmers, and horticulturists who preserve the rare
breeds of sheep, cultivate shades of natural-colored
cotton, and nurture the silkworms means that we will
continue to have choices when it comes time to select a
fiber for a project—and that is what spinning is all about,
isn't it? Choices. We choose the fiber we want for the tex-
ture of the yarn, we choose how we prepare it, what color
it will be, and when it will be done. So, enjoy your ability to
choose your fiber, enjoy poring over these listings and fan-
tasizing about your next foray into the land of natural fiber.

—Amy Clarke Moore
Editor of Spin-Off magazine

" |
PHREADDE AND DAN DAVIS

ARIZONA Grandma’s Spinning Wheel CALIFORNIA Royal Fibers—Dixon
Cotton Clouds-Safford et - Flynn Creek Churros— Epe SR co
www.grandmasspinningwheel danafoss@royalfibers.com

www.cottonclouds.com Comptche

. .com (707) 249-3276

info@cottonclouds.com L 1 www.flynncreekchurros.com G | hair. CVM. Meri
800) 322-7888 soptmls e ol cou deanna@flynncreekchurros.com T e

( (520) 290-3738 : Royal Fibers offers white-collar fibers at

Bamboo, cotton, Soysilk

Quality spinning fibers: seed cotton, ginned
Pima and Acala cotton, SuPima sliver,
colored FoxFibre® sliver, All About Cotton
spinning kits, cotton bolls, tahklis, DVDs,
more.

(707) 937-2086

Navajo-Churro, mohair

Navajo-Churro sheep and Angora goats
offering beautiful color varieties of award-
winning fleeces, clipped twice annually.
Roving, handspun, weaving, felting, and
natural dyes.

Various wools, silk, cotton, flax, hemp,
bamboo

Grandma’s Spinning Wheel, where the
creative come to play. We carry the unusual
in tools, fibers, and equipment for spinners,
weavers, felters, knitters, and crocheters.

blue-collar prices! Guanaco, alpaca, Merino,
and CVM wool. Fleeces, rovings, yarns
grown right here in the U.S.!

©Copyright Spin-Off magazine, Interweave Press LLC. Not to be reprinted. Al rights reserved.



Special Advertising Section

We specidlize in luxury fibers and wools
with the finest hand, dyed in fabulous colors
to stir your imagination.

CALIFORNIA

A Simpler Time—Alpacas &
Mill-El Cajon
www.asimplertimemill.com
ddavies@dslextreme.com

(619) 579-9114

Alpaca

Custom fiber processing. Natural and hand-
dyed alpaca yarn, roving, felt, batts. Online
shopping. Schacht Spindle looms, spinning
wheels, accessories. Fiber/ breeding stock
available. Free tours!

Dharma Trading Co—San Rafael
www.dharmatrading.com
service@dharmatrading.com
(415) 456-1211

Wools, silk, bamboo, seasilk, flax, alpaca,
Tencel

Come visit our store in downtown San
Rafael. Everything for dyeing, spinning, and
felting, including a NEW line of Acid Dyes

i |
Piedmont Yarn & Apparel in over 50 colors!

~Oakdand COLORADO

www.piedmontyarn.com

piedmont.yarn(@att.net Gypsy Wools—Boulder

(510) 595-9595 www.gypsywools.com
info@gypsywools.com

Various wools, Navajo-Churro, Targhee,
Wensleydale, alpaca, mohair

We carry a large range of locally produced
fibers, some natural, some dyed. Spinning
supplies and classes. Free Spin-Out every
3rd Monday 5:30—8 p.m. Fiber Trunk

(303) 442-1884

Various wools, alpaca, angora, cashmere,
llama, mohair, pygora, silk

Featuring hand-dyed, handpainted, natural
colors, rare and heritage-breed fibers. We
purchase high-quality fiber from breeders

resources directory on
our website at http://
surinetwork.org/snpdc/
fiber_products.htm.

Switzer Land
Alpacas—Estes Park
www.alpacaland.com
chrisalpaca@aol.com
(970) 586-4624
Alpaca, paco-vicuiia

From our herd of over 100,
the best camelid fibers and
yarns, in a variety of shades.
Prepared with the greatest care. Breeders
since 1985.

Jabberwocky Farm—Guffey
www.jabberwockyfarm.com
susanne@jabberwockyfarm.com
(719) 689-9502

! B

*

SUSAN GIBBS, MARTHA'SVINEYARD FIBER FARM

In business for over 25 years, dealers for
Louet, Schacht, Ashford, specializing in
Navajo spinning and weaving supplies,
Navajo looms, spindles, warp, weft, Navajo-
Churro roving.

Desert Weyr LLC-Paonia

Various wools, Shetland, alpaca, cashmere, www.desertweyr.com
sales@desertweyr.com
Colorado natural cashmere, cashmere
(970) 527-3573
blends, natural and dyed colors; Shetland Wool

wool available in yarn, roving, wool clouds. Black Welsh Mountain Sheep coated raw

Shows. Check out our goat milk soaps and Goat . )
and artisan mills. Dyeing done in-house. to Garment%)VD ’ Heeces, roving, combed tops, yarn and q",ﬂt
Lisa Souza Dyeworks . : batts all available at our farm store or via
—Placerville Suri Network-Estes Park La Plata Farms—Hesperus mail order.
www.lisaknit.com www.surinetwork.org www.laplatafarms.com
lisa@lisaknit.com office@surinetwork.org sales@laplatafarms.com; laplata
(530) 647-1183 (970) 586-5876 farms@gobrainstorm.net
Bluefaced Leicester, Merino, Polwarth, f‘l e (970) 385-4375
Wensleydale, alpaca, angora, cashmere, silk Su.n N etwork—RgresE,of Breeds, Navajo-Churro, Merino/silk blends,
Ultimate Natural Fiber” See our fiber mohair/wool blends, merino, exotic blends,
alpaca and alpaca/silk.
Tundra Lace Shawlette, p. 72 P P
Left side of shawl
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Special Advertising
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Table Rock Llamas Fiber Arts
Studio and The DyeWorks
—Colorado Springs
www.tablerockllamas.com
tablerockllamas@msn.com
(866) 495-7747

Various wools, angora, bamboo, bison,
camelid, latte, Soysilk, yak

Get your fiber fanatic fix here! Natural
dye extracts, twig and berry, plus acid dyes
and supplies for knitting, crochet, spinning
and felting.

IDAHO

Lamb to Loom-Lenore
www.thespinnersflock.com
sheepster@cpcinternet.com
(208) 836-5646

Various wools, Bluefaced Leicester,
Corriedale, Merino, Navajo-Churro,
Rambouillet, silk

Beautiful coated fleeces in natural colors
sheared and skirted by a handspinner.
Natural dye extracts, wool and silk rovings,
sheepskins, and unbridled enthusiasm for
sheep!

ILLINOIS

lllinois Wool & Fiber Mill
—Belvidere
www.ilwoolfibermill.com
jane@jilwoolfibermill.com

(815) 544-9582

Shetland, Cotswold, Leister Longwool
Full-service fiber mill with individual
attention to customer’s needs. Processing
raw fiber to roving or yarn. No minimums.
All types of fiber.

INDIANA

Farmhouse Fibers—Martinsville
www.Farmhousefibers.com
laura@ywl.com

(317) 834-9097

Llama, alpaca, wool, mohair, angora, silk,
various blends

Silky llama roving and show-quality fleeces
in colors, white, and black. Pure llama yarn
and unique handspun blends of llama, wool,
mohair, angora, silk.

Breezy Manor Textiles &
Things—Mooresville
www.breezymanor.com
breezymanor@aol.com

(317) 260-0571

Angora, mohair, Bluefaced Leicester
Handspun yarns, rovings, handwoven,
knitted textiles from contented BLE, Border
Leicester, Romney sheep; Angora bunnies;

Sheep Street Fibers
—Morgantown
www.sheepstreet.com
sheepstreet@att.net

(812) 597-5648

Various wools, alpaca, cashmere, angora,
silk, cotton

The shop, located on a 20-acre sheep farm,
has a large selection of spinning wheels,
looms, yarns, knitting needles, patterns,
books, and accessories.

IOWA
C & M Acres—Maxwell

WWW.CImacres.com
cmacres(@cmacres.com

(515) 387-8607

Alpaca

Alpaca fiber—huacaya and suri. Selling
taw fiber, rolags, handspun and machine
spun yarn. Available in a variety of colors
(whites, browns, grays, and blacks).

KENTUCKY

Alpacas of the Covenant Inc./
All Things Alpaca LLC-Highland
Heights
www.allthingsalpacaonline.com
allthingsalpaca@fuse.net

(859) 781-7741

Alpaca

Yarn, rovings, felt, and raw fiber from

our herd for sale. Alpaca fleece-filled bird
nesting ball (patent pending). Unique gift.
Huacaya breeding livestock for sale.

2nd Annual Kentucky Sheep
and Fiber Festival-Lexington
www.kentuckysheepandfiber
.com
sharon@kysheepandgoat.org
(502) 227-0783

A natural fiber, local food event. Masterson
Station Park, Lexington, KY. In cooperation
with Lexington Parks and Recreation and
the Bluegrass Classic Stockdog Trials. May
21-22,2011.

MAINE

Gaze Acres Alpacas—Brunswick
gazeacresalpacas.com
jeannine@gazeacres.com

(207) 729-9807

Alpaca

Fine white Huacaya Alpacas are our
specialty! Raw fleece, beautifully processed
roving, 100% alpaca yarn, alpaca/bamboo

and alpaca/silk blend yarns ready to ship.

Underhill Fibers—Gorham
www.underhillfiber.com
jensmith@maine.rr.com
(207) 892-2617

Various wools, Romney, camel, pygora,

and goats. Classes. Open Thu, Sun. pycazz
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Special Advertising Section

Farm-raised fibers and handspun yarns.
Breeding stock and fiber pets as available.
Custom handspinning. Machine knitting
of shawls and scarves.

MASSACHUSETTS

Alpacas of Springbrook
Farm-Stow
www.springbrookalpacas.com
info@springbrookalpacas.com
(978) 897-5969

Alpaca

Alpaca fiber from our prized herd. Online
store and farm store. Roving, yarn, batting,
felt. All natural or dyed. Also Holiday
Gifts—ALL ALPACA.

MINNESOTA

GreatWool-Sauk Centre
www.greatwool.com
julie@greatwool.com

(320) 987-2820

Rambouillet

Products include hand-dyed and natural
fleece, combed top, roving, yarns, and batts.
Enjoy our blog at greatwool.blogspot.com.
Wool InYour Hands. Art InYour Life.

Shelley’s Yarns & Fiber Shoppe
~Taylors Falls
WWW.eweyarns.com
yarnboutique@gmail.com
(651) 465-6588

Various wools, Bluefaced Leicester, Merino,

MICHIGAN Romney, Shetland, alpaca, mohair
Circle R Ranch Alpacas Offering beautiful natural fiber yarns
—Caledonia and fabulous fibers for spinning and

www.circleralpacas.com
circlerranch@yahoo.com
(616) 891-5701

needlefelting—including rovings, blending
fibers, hand-dyed locks and even wool from
local farms!

Mlpaca MISSOURI

Breeding beautiful huacaya alpacas for . .

you, the fiber artist.We offer yarn from chko'"y R!'dge Farms
our animals as well as roving. Let your Paco-Vicufias-Braymer

creative side take flight.

www.pacovicunahrf.com
gloriasmith55@gmail.com
(660) 645-2825

Paco-vicufia
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Natural Fiber
A Spin- Off Director)/!

Paco-vicufia roving, handpicked, raw fleece,
sport, fingering- and laceweight yarn is
available in white, beige, golden, vicuia,
dark vicufia and mahogany shades.

Morning Moon Alpacas—
Monett
www.morningmoonalpacas
.com
morningmoonalpacas@gmail
.com

(540) 270-1500

Alpaca, alpaca blends

MMA offers for your spinning/felting
pleasure raw fiber and roving—ualpaca and
alpaca blends (with merino, silk, angora,
yak and/or cashmere) in natural and
hand-dyed colors.

Edging Chart
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2-st garter st border on
left-hand side for all rows.

2-st garter st border on
right-hand side for all rows.

Stitch pattern rep for Chart B
(musk ox motif).

Stitch pattern rep for Chart C
(prairie flower motif).

Transition between Chart B
(musk ox motif) and Chart C
(prairie flower motif).
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ow 2
Cast-on (Rowl)

Note: The Shawl and Edging
charts show only
RS rows.
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MONTANA

Serenity Sheep Farm Stay
—Belgrade
www.serenitysheepfarmstay
.com

knefla@aol.com

Romney, Shetland

Stay a night or a week in our antique
sheepherder’s wagons. Spin amongst the
sheep in the field and knit against the
Big Sky!

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Snowfield Alpacas LLC-Enfield
www.snowfieldalpacas.com
snowfieldalpacas@yahoo.com
(603) 632-7274

Alpaca

Award-winning huacaya alpacas and
luxurious fiber. Skirted fleece, roving, and
yarn available in natural colors from white
to true black and gray.

Painted Shadow Farm-Marlow
www.paintedshadowfarm.com
bonny.collard@yahoo.com
(603) 446-3944

Mohdir, pygora

Natural-colored (black, white, reds,

and browns) and dyed mohair fleece,
roving, and yarn. Merino/Mohair and
Merino/Mohair/ Alpaca roving blends.
Pygora Cloud.

Long Ridge Farm
—Westmoreland
www.longridgefarm.com
longridge@myfairpoint.net
(603) 313-8393
CVM/Romeldale, alpaca, cotton,
mohair, silk

CVM/Romeldale sheep, rarest breed in
North America today with next-to-
skin softness. Yarns and spinning fibers
in a variety of natural and organically

dyed hues.
NEW YORK

GlimmerGlass Alpacas

—Fly Creek
www.glimmerglassalpacas.com
lynn@glimmerglassalpacas.com
(607) 547-5336

Alpaca

Featuring fine suri fiber and suri fiber
blends. Raw fiber, carded batts and roving
available in natural colors, including true
black. Samples upon request.

NORTH CAROLINA

Empty Pockets Alpaca Farm
—Climax
www.emptypocketsalpacas.com
adam3334@bellsouth.net

(336) 674-3334

Alpaca

Empty Pockets offers award-winning fleece,
yarn and animals for sale. Fiber available

1aw, roving, and various-weight yarn.
Online store also offers finished alpaca
products.

The Tail Spinner-Richlands
www.tail-spinner.com
linda@tail-spinner.com

(910) 324-6166

Merino, Corriedale, silk, cotton, alpaca,
angora, bison

Specidlty batts, dyed roving, seasonal fleeces,
and other wools and rovings are also
available, along with many other fibers.

OHIO

Kirkwood Farm-Mt. Eaton
www.kirkwoodfarm.com
jkkirkwoodfarms@gmail.com
(330) 359-5515

Border Leicester, Leicester Longwool,
Romney, alpaca, llama, Romney / alpaca,
Romney /mohair

Finest quality raw wool and roving

in white and natural colored, blends,
homespun yarn, Christmas decorations, and
homemade items. Please visit our website.

LESLIE ORDAL

Ohio Natural Fiber Network
=Seville
www.ohionaturalfibernetwork
.com
karen.placesintime@gmail.com
(330) 410-4680

(440) 829-3644

Bluefaced Leicester, CVM/Romeldale,
Navajo-Churro, Shetland, alpaca, angora,
llama, mohair, pygora

ONEN is an organization of fiber producers
and artists dedicated to developing
awareness of the diversity and beauty of
Ohio farm yarns and fleeces.

OREGON

LavenderSheep—Cascade Locks
www.lavendersheep.com
lavendersheep@gmail.com
(541) 392-1828

©Copyright Spin-Off magazine, Interweave Press LLC. Not to be reprinted. Al rights reserved.

Bluefaced Leicester, Merino, cashmere, silk
LavenderSheep handpaints roving and yarn
inspired by living in the Columbia River
Gorge. Her home in Oregon is surrounded
by brilliant colors all year-round.

Stonehaven Farm-Halfway
www.stonehavenfarm.com
moore@stonehavenfarm.com
(541) 742-5548

Shetland

Exquisite fleeces and roving sold to
handspinners across the country.
Specidlizing in soft lustrous wool in
myriad natural colors and patterns. Selected
breeding stock available.

SOUTH CAROLINA

Sea Ayre™ Suris LLC—Cameron
WWW.seaayresuris.com
seaayresuris@aol.com

Alpaca, llama

Suri Alpaca— “Rarest of Breeds, Ultimate
Natural Fiber.” We offer high-quality raw
suri fleece, rovings, yarn, and felt. Llama
fleece and yarn also available.

TENNESSEE

Smoky Mountain Spinnery
—Gatlinburg
www.smokymountainspinnery
.com
smokymtnspinnery(@aol.com
(865) 436-9080

Various wools, camelid, cashmere, silk,
Soysilk, buffalo, bamboo

Come relax and shop in the comfortable
surroundings of Smoky Mountain Spinnery.
Everything for spinning, weaving, knitting,
crochet, needlefelting, as well as antiques

and gifts.

Legacy Acres Mill & More LP
—Manchester
www.legacyacres.com
legacyacres@gmail.com

(931) 728-5962

Alpaca

A full-service mill and more! Raw alpaca
fiber, crocheted, knitted, or felted items. Let
us turn your fiber into rovings, yarns, or
felted sheets.

TEXAS

FiberLady.com-Lewisville
www.fiberlady.com
chele@fiberlady.com

(214) 803-1243

Corriedale, Merino, alpaca, bamboo, cotton,
flax, hemp

Fiberlady offers handpainted fibers in
bamboo, hemp, flax, bamboo/wool, and
bamboo/ alpaca blends. Custom color orders
accepted.

2 JP Ranch—-Mountain Home
www.2jpranch.com
paulineholmes99@yahoo.com
(775) 750-2433

Merino, Rambouillet, angora, mohair
Naturally colored Angora goats, dark red/
browns, blacks, and patterns. Fine wool
colored sheep Merino/Rambouillet cross.
Fleeces, dyed mohair, wool and mohair
roving. Breeding stock available.

Fancy Fibers—Farmersville
www.fancyfibers.com
mary@fancyfibers.com

(972) 839-8604

Shetland, alpaca, angora, mohair, silk,
cashgora

Shop our farm store and meet the animals
that provide your fiber while you're here!
We also proudly sell the Texas-made Fairy
Thimble spinning wheel.

UTAH

Spinderella’s Creations

Fiber Mill-Salt Lake City
www.spinderellas.com
spinderellas523@msn.com
(801) 668-0563

Various wools

We offer Artistic Hand-Dyed and
Homespun, Swizzlestix yarns, specialty
fibers called Thrums, as well as process
your own fibers for you.

VERMONT

Centre Artisans—East
Dummerston
WWww.centreartisans.com
centreartisans@svcable.net
(802) 254-9792

Border Leicester, Corriedale, Jacob, Romney,
Shetland

Offering spinning and weaving workshops
and private lessons, custom processing for
single fleece at a time, local wool roving,
handspun yarn, Ashford and Louet dealer.

Crooked Fence Farm—Putney
www.crookedfencefarm-vt.com
crookedfence@gmail.com

(802) 387-5790

CVM/Romeldale, Merino, cashmere

Raw fleece, roving, and yarn from our
Merino and rare CVM/Romeldale sheep.
Fine wool in natural colors. Stock available
for breeding or handspinner’s flock.

Northeast Fiber Arts Center
=Williston
www.northeastfiberarts.com
northeastfiberarts@gmail.com
(802) 288-8081

Various wools, alpaca, angora, buffalo,
cashmere, mohair, pygora, silk, yak
Northeast Fiber Arts offers a range of
natural fibers for spinning and felting: from
exotic to sublime, including some local
Vermont wools.We sell spinning wheels,
carding equipment, and felting tools and
accessories.
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VIRGINIA

Mangham Manor Wool &
Mohair Farm—Charlottesville
www.wool.us

info@wool.us

(434) 973-2222

Various wools, alpaca, bamboo, cashmere,
flax, llama, mohair, silk

We have a natural-colored flock of 500
ewes with every shade of gray, brown, black,
and ivory.We breed for fine colored wool
fleeces and mohair ringlets.

Solitude Wool-Round Hill
www.solitudewool.com
suebundy@solitudewool.com
(703) 779-0894

Romney, Merino, Corriedale, Karakul,
Shropshire, Icelandic, Tunis
Breed-specific yarns and spinning fibers
hand-selected from small flocks in the
Chesapeake Watershed. Hand-dyed and
natural colors. Also Targhee, Coopworth,
Clun Forest, Dorset.

WASHINGTON

Foxglove Fiberarts Supply
—Bainbridge Island
www.foxglovefiber.com
sales@foxglovefiber.com

(206) 780-2747

Corriedale, Merino, silk, English Leicester,
alpaca, camel, cashmere

Foxglove Fiberarts Supply offers the full line
of Ashford dyed and natural fibers as well as
scrumptious silks and exotics.

Crystal Creek Fibers—Carson
www.crystalcreekfibers.etsy.com
margaret@crystalcreekfibers.com
(503) 380-0140

Wool, silk, alpaca, mohair, dog/ cat
undercoat, flax, cotton, angora

Fibers from around the world and back.
Colorwayz batts, exotic blended batts,
custom alpaca carding, Kromski spinning
wheels, fiber tools, Howard Brush carders;
visitors welcome.

ME2 Custom Fiber Processing
Farm—Colville
www.me2farm.com
jayne@me2farm.com

(509) 684-5623

CVM/Romeldale, Montadale, alpaca,
cashmere

Our farm is located in NE Washington,
where we own and operate a custom fiber-
processing business and raise fiber animals.
We enjoy blending for your special needs.

Fiber Alley at Chelsea
Farms—Renton
www.thealpacaplace.com
beth@thealpacaplace.com

(425) 413-3900

Alpaca

Beautiful alpaca fiber in the raw, roving, or
batts. Also available are bumps for weaving
or rug making. Both suri and huacaya.

Paradise Fibers—Spokane
www.paradisefibers.net
info@paradisefibers.net

(888) 320-7746

Merino, Bluefaced Leicester, hemp, silk,
organic cotton, buffalo, yak

Our fibers come ready to spin into yarn.We
have hundreds of natural fibers and spinning
wheels, fast and free shipping on large orders
over $100.

RowanTree Woolery—Yakima
www.rowantreewoolery.com
lhargrov(@charter.net

(509) 388-5619

Various wools, alpaca, bamboo, angora,
camel, silk, yak, Soysilk

Distributor of Majacraft, Louet, Baynes
wheels/ accessories, Howard Brush,
Louet drumcarders. Lots of color!
Natural animal/ plant fibers and blends.
Commercial and handspun yarn!

WISCONSIN

Whisper Meadows Alpacas
—De Pere
www.alpacanation.com/
whispermeadows.asp
bapackerfan@aol.com
mail@mysticspringsranch

(920) 639-8464

(715) 460-1653

Alpaca

Soft as a whisper! Suri fleece, rovings, yarn,
clothing, accessories. Championship luster,
fineness, softness. Professionally skirted,
sorted. Natural colors. Handknit, crocheted,
woven items, custom orders.

Mielke’s Fiber Arts LLC
—Rudolph
www.mielkesfiberarts.com
andrea@mielkesfiberarts.com
(715) 435-4494

Various wools, bamboo, camel, cotton, flax,
hemp, silk

Shop our online store for a wide selection
of fibers, including our famous “Bag of
Candy”—a Corriedale roving sampler of
50 colors for $26!

WYOMING

The Sheep Shed Studio
—Encampment
www.thesheepshedstudio.com
clee@union-tel.com

(307) 327-5568

Various wools, Cotswold, mohair

We offer wool, mohair, wool-blend, and
superwash rovings as well as specially dyed
fibers. Fun colors in my own particular
style of dyeing.

International Fleeces—Laramie
www.internationalfleeces.com
tsommer@internationalfleeces
.com

(877) LUV-WOOL

Various wools, various fibers

Stansborough Grey Importer and purveyor
of quality fibers from around the world
for handspinning enthusiasts. Full-service
spinning and weaving shop. Your source for
unique supplies.

The Fiber House-Sheridan
www.thefiberhouse.com
info@thefiberhouse.com

(307) 673-0383

Various wools, alpaca

The Fiber House is proud to offer local
Wyoming-produced wool and alpaca roving
and yarns from BobCat Ranch Alpacas and
Mountain Meadow Wool Mill.

CANADA - BRITISH
COLUMBIA

SweetGeorgia Yarns—Vancouver
wWww.sweetgeorgiayarns.com
info@sweetgeorgiayarns.com
(604) 569-6811

Bluefaced Leicester, Merino, Wensleydale,
alpaca, bamboo, cashmere, silk

Stunningly saturated colors and luxurious
natural fiber. We supply exquisite hand-
dyed spinning fiber blends in over 45
inspired colorways. Available online and at
fine retailers.

CANADA - ONTARIO

Gemini Fibres—Mt. Albert
www.geminifibres.com
geminifibres@interhop.net
(800) 564-9665

Various wools, alpaca, camel, silk, cotton,
flax, bamboo

Supplying all your fiber-arts needs for over
30 years. The home of Forrester spindles—
we stock a wide range of styles. Mail order
available.

UNITED KINGDOM

The Handweavers Studio &
Gallery-London
www.handweavers.co.uk
info@handweavers.co.uk

+44 (0) 20 7272 1891

Merino, Shetland, alpaca, bamboo, camel,
silk, Tencel

A huge range of fibers from abaca to yak,
Merino tops in 100+ colors, wheels,
spindles, carders, lazy kates, and more.




For the life of your fibre

nicorn
Power
Scour

he life of your fibre begins with
the first washing! You can trust Unicorn
prc ducts to clean and care for vour fibres

from fleece throughout the life of your

most cherished hand-knit creations.

* Optimize cleaning at lower temperatures
= Cost effective — use significantly less to clean
« Reduces mats and tangles
« Non Yellowing - no fillers
* Biodegradable - Earth Friendly

at our 1
With Power Scour, we u“'

less prod |J{f This make

it a very

www.unicornfibre.com

Small & Beautiful

A lightweight, compact and
portable castle wheel.

Double treadle and ball bearings
for easy starting and speed control.
Self-aligning wheel bearings for
smooth, effortless treadling.
Three ratios. Choose single drive
or double drive.

Jumbo Flyer for bulky yarns or
plying is available.

Made from beautiful New Zealand
Silver Beech. Natural wood or
clear lacquer finish.

ALBERTA

Bedrock Supply Ltd
9435 -63 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T6E 0G2
(780) 434-2040
sales@bedrocksupply.ca
www.bedrocksupply.ca

Celeigh Wool

RR#1, Site 11 Box 1
Millet, AB TOC 120

(780) 387-5047
celeigh@telusplanet.net

Pam’s Woolly Shoppe
4812 50th Avenue

Stony Plain, AB T7Z 1Y4
(780) 963-1559

toll free 1(888) 563-1559

Shuttleworks Ltd
Site 5, Box 9, RR#1

De Winton (Calgary), AB TOL 0XO

(403) 938-1099
mail@shuttleworks.com
www.shuttleworks.com

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Birkeland Bros. Wool Ltd
3573 Main Street
Vancouver, BCV5N 3N4
(604) 874-4734
info@birkelandwool.com
www.birkelandwool.com

Hummingbird Fibre Arts Studio

11 Riley Place

Nanaimo, BC V9T 5B9
(250) 751-1070

(866) FIBRE4U [342-7348]
aj.roberts@shaw.ca

Knotty by Nature Fibre Arts

1816 Government Street
Victoria, BC V8T 4N5
(250) 412-7980
info@kbnfibres.ca
www.kbnfibres.ca

Laura Fry Weaving Studio
PO Box 4

Prince George, BCV2L 4R9
(250) 569-3144
laura@laurafry.com
www.laurafry.com

Ve

International Inquiries:

Optional accessories:
Sliding Hook Flyers

Squeeze-and-slide stainless
steel hooks on strong, light
fiberglass arms - fill bobbins
evenly. Standard or jumbo,
single drive or double drive.

Pagan Creations
112 Hilchey Road

Campbell River, BCVOW 1P4

(250) 923-2780
pagan@island.net

Penelope Fibre Arts
16055 8th Avenue
Surrey, BC V4A 1A1
(778) 292-1282

info@penelopefibrearts.com
www.penelopefibrearts.com

Twist of Fate

2213 Turnberry Place
Kamloops, BC V1S 1S7
(250) 434-6297
mail@twistoffateyarns.com
www.twistoffateyarns.com

Knitopia Wools Co
1411 Johnston Road
White Rock BC V4B 3Z4
(778) 294-5440

First_class_knitterl@hotmail.com

www.knitopiawool.com

NEW BRUNSWICK
London-Wul Farm

1937 Melanson Road
Lakeburn, NB E1H 2C6
(506) 382-6990
info@thewoolworks.com
www.thewoolworks.com

NOVA SCOTIA

Gaspereau Valley Fibres
830 Gaspereau River Road
Wolfville, NS B4P 2N5
(902) 542-2656

toll free 1 (877) 634-2737

brenda@gaspereauvalleyfibres.ca
www.gaspereauvalleyfibres.ca

ONTARIO

Gemini Fibres

RR#1, 5062 Mt.Albert Rd East
Mt.Albert, ON LOG 1MO
(800) 564-9665

(905) 473-1033
geminifibres@interhop.net
www.geminifibres.com

Knit-Knackers

Yarn Warehouse

40 James Street

Ottawa, ON K2P 0Té6

(613) 371-7731
needmorestash@knitknackers.com
www.knitknackers.com

Romni Wools Ltd

658 Queen Street West
Toronto, ON M6) 1E5

(416) 703-0202
Jonathon@romniwools.com
www.romniwools.com

The Black Lamb

246 Ridout Street

Port Hope, ON L1A 1P3
(905) 885-0190
fibre@theblacklamb.ca
www.theblacklamb.ca

The Yarn Source

2661 Hwy 62 South, RR#1
Bloomfield, ON KOK 1GO
(613) 393-2899

fax (613) 393-2569
theyarnsource@gmail.com
www.yarnsource.ca

Spun Fibre Arts

4155 Fairview St., Unit 2
Burlington, ON L7L 2A4
(905) 681-7786
knit@spunfibrearts.com
www.spunwool.com

Wabi-Sabi Fibres
1078 Wellington Street
Ottawa, ON K1Y 2Y3
(613) 725-KNIT (5648)
info@wabi-sabi.ca
www.wabi-sabi.ca

QUEBEC

Fil et Fibre, Magazin
193, Place Jean-Juneau
St-Augustin-de-Desmaures
QC GOA 3MO

(418) 908 1064
mimi@filetfibre.ca
www.filetfibre.ca

Ashford Handicrafts Ltd, Ashburton, New Zealand, Phone +64 3 308 9087, www.ashford.co.nz



@ROJECT

Norwegian-
Inspired

Headband and
Gloves

Project ts
Headband

Fiber: 3 oz Corriedale wool.

BY ERDA KAPPELER

Preparation: Washed, teased,
spun, plied, and dyed | oz pink, | oz
brown, /2 oz blue, and /2 oz purple.

Drafting method: Woolen.

Wheel: Norwegian double-
breasted wheel.

Wheel system: Double drive.
Singles direction spun: Z.
Number of plies: 2.

Plied direction spun: S.
Plied twists per inch: 5)%.
Plied wraps per inch: 4.
Total yardage: 206.

Yards per pound: |,100.

Yarn classification: Worsted
weight.

Yardage used: |30.

Needles: US. size 5 circular; 16"
or 24",

Gauge: 6 stsand 7 rows = |".

Finished size: 4" x 102" (21"
circumference).

Notions: Sewing thread (to match
brown) and sewing needle.

Note: When working with two
colors at a time, occasionally twist
the yarns together on the wrong
side so that the floats on the back
aren't too long. Take care not to pull
the floats too tightly or your knitting
will be distorted.
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mong my mother’s things, I

found an old, well-worn Nor-
wegian ski glove. I thought I should
preserve the pattern. I had already
spun some local Corriedale wool,
so I dyed it for this project. It is al-
most double thickness because of

the yarn floats with the colorwork.
The gloves are a little bulky but are
nice and warm. I decided to make
a matching headband with the left-
over yarn.

SPINNING DETAILS

The wool came from a class. Some-
one brought a Corriedale fleece so that
we could learn how to sort it—we all
shared it. I took some from the under-
side of the sheep to demonstrate that it,
too, can be used if one has the patience
to carefully soak, wash, dry, tease, and
then card the wool. After all that work,
I spun and plied the yarn. What was left
was a small amount—perfect for both
the gloves and headband. I ply my yarns

Project Notes Gloves

Fiber: 5 oz Corriedale wool.

Preparation: Washed, teased, spun,
plied, and dyed |2 oz pink, 2 oz blue,
| oz brown, and /2 oz purple.

Drafting method: Woolen.

Wheel: Norwegian double-breasted
wheel.

Wheel system: Double drive.
Singles direction spun: Z.
Number of plies: 2.

Plied direction spun: S.
Plied twists per inch: 5.
Plied wraps per inch: |4.

Total yardage: 344.

from balls in coffee cans as I have trou-

ble with tension when I use a lazy kate.

I finish most of my yarns by soaking
the skeins or washing them and letting

Yards per pound: |,|00.

Yarn classification: Worsted weight.
Yardage used: 258.

Needles: US. size 5 set of dpn.
Gauge: 5% stsand 7 rows = |".

Finished size: Women'’s medium
(82" hand circumference).

Notions: Sewing thread (to match
brown) and sewing needle.

Note: When working with two colors
at a time, occasionally twist the yarns
together so that the floats on the back
aren't too long. Take care not to pull
the floats too tightly or your knitting will
be distorted.

them dry before beginning knitting.

HEADBAND
Picot edging

5
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With brown, cast on 126 sts; join,
taking care not to twist the cast-on row.
Rnds 1-2: Knit.

Rnds 3-5 (with pink): Knit.

Rnd 6: K2tog around (63 sts).

Rnd 7: Knit.

Rnd 8: *K1, M1; rep from * around

(126 sts).

Rnds 9-11: Knit.

With brown as background color,
work 5 rnds of Chart 1 in St st.

With purple as background color,
work 11 rnds of Chart 2 in St st. Pattern
is repeated 7 times around.

With brown as background color,
work 5 rnds of Chart 1 in St st.

Work Rnds 3-11 of picot edging.

50
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With brown, knit 2 rnds. BO and sew
in ends on WS.

Fold the picot edge so that the holes
created by the k2tog and M1 sts are
along each edge and whip st the cast-on
and bound-off edges to the inside of the
headband with matching sewing thread.

GLOVES

Left Hand
Cuff
With brown, CO 46 sts, distribute sts
evenly over 4 dpns and join, taking care
not to twist cast-on row. PM at beg of
rnd. Work Rnds 1-11 of picot edging.
With brown as background color,
work 5 rnds of Chart 1 in St st.

With purple as background color,
work 11 rnds of Chart 2 in St st. Note
that 2 complete repeats (36 sts) and a
partial repeat (10 sts) are worked.

With blue as background color, work
4 rnds of Chart 1 in St st (use blue in
place of brown, brown in place of blue,
and purple in place of pink). Begin
hand on last rnd of Chart 1.

Hand and thumb gusset

Rnd 1: With blue, k21, pm, k1, pm, k to
end of rnd.

Rnd 2: On first 21 sts of palm, work
Chart 3. Between markers (thumb
gusset), work Chart 6 and at the same
time M1, k1, M1. For back of hand,
begin Chart 4 = 24 sts.

Rnds 3-8: Cont by working palm and
thumb gusset (when you reach the
marker, slip marker, M1, knit to
marker, M1, slip marker, following
color guide for Chart 6) and then
work Chart 3 over palm of hand and
Chart 4 for back of hand.

Rnd 9: Place the 15 sts of the thumb
gusset on a holder, M1 over the gap,
and cont working palm and back of
hand in pattern for 11 more rnds.
Work the st added over thumbhole
with blue for these 11 rnds.

Fingers
Little finger

On 21st rnd (last rnd of Chart 4),
stop 5 sts before marker at beg of rnd,
change to pink and brown, and follow-
ing Chart 5, begin little finger by knit-
ting 5 sts.

With pink and brown, k5 sts follow-
ing Chart 5, distribute these 10 sts over
3 dpn, and CO 6 sts over gap; join, tak-
ing care not to twist sts = 16 sts. (Place
rem sts on a holder while you work
each finger.) Work in Chart 5 pattern
until little finger measures 2".

Tip decreases

Rnd 1: Using only pink, *k2tog, k4*
around, ending with k2tog, k2 (13
sts).

Rnd 2: *K2tog, k3* around, ending with
k2tog, k1 (10 sts).

Rnd 3: *K2tog, k2* around, ending with



k2tog (7 sts).

Rnd 4: *K2tog, k1* around, ending with
k1 (5 sts).

Rnd 5: *K2tog* twice and end with k1 (3
sts). Cut thread and pull through rem
sts; secure and weave in end on WS.

Ring finger

With pink and brown and follow-
ing color pattern on Chart 5, work 7
sts on holder from palm, CO 2 sts over
gap, work 5 sts from back of hand sts
on holder, and pick up and knit 4 sts
from base of little finger = 18 sts. Join
and work in the round until ring finger
measures 2'2". Work tip decreases as for
little finger (with no extra sts at end of
rnd).

Middle finger
Work as for ring finger, but begin dec
when middle finger measures 3".

Index finger
With pink and brown following color

Key Chart |
P Pink 5
B B B B B
B Blue PPPPPPPPPP 3
B B B B B

MC I
no st

x Contrast
color

Chart 4

X X
X XXX XXX X X X X X
X XX XXX XXXXXX X
X XXXXXXXXX XX XXX X
X XX XXXXX XX X X
X XXXXXXXX X X X X
X XXXXXXXXXXX X
X XXXXXXXXXXXXX X
X X X X XXX X
X XX XX XXX X
X XXXXXXXXXXXX X
X XXXXXXXXXX X
X X X X X X
X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X
X XX XXX X X
X X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X
X X
X X

pattern from Chart 5, work rem 12 sts,
and pick up and knit 6 sts from base of
middle finger = 18 sts. Work until index
finger measures 2'%4". Work tip decreas-
es as for ring finger.

Thumb

Work in pattern on Chart 7 with
brown and blue. Distribute the 15 sts
from holder evenly over 3 dpn and pick
up and knit 5 sts from palm; join and
work in the rnd following Chart 7 until
thumb measures 3". Work tip decreases
as for little finger with blue.

Weave in ends on WS.

Right Hand
Work right hand as for left hand,

placing thumb gusset as follows.

Rnd 1: With blue, pm, k1, pm, k21, pm,
k to end of rnd.

Rnd 2: Between markers (thumb gus-
set), beg Chart 6 and at the same time
M1, k1, M1. Begin Chart 3 over 21
sts over palm of hand beginning at

left side of chart to mirror image pat-

terning on left-hand palm; on back

of hand, begin Chart 4.

Rnds 3-8: Cont by working thumb gus-
set (when you reach the marker, slip
marker, M1, knit to marker, M1, slip
marker and at the same time follow
color guide for Chart 6), then work
Chart 3 for palm and Chart 4 for
back of hand.

When it is time to work the little fin-
ger, work across 17 sts of hand until 5 sts
rem and then begin little finger with 5 sts
from palm and 5 sts from back of hand.

FINISHING DETAILS

Finish by steam-pressing between
towels. 38

Erda Kappeler of Ukiah, California, learned to spin
and weave in 1962, and her childhood love of
fibers found an outlet. Over the years, she's met
the nicest people through her fiber passions and
reports that it has truly changed her life. Her work
has appeared in All New Homespun, Handknit
(Interweave, 2009) and past issues of Spin-Off.

Chart 2 Chart 3
I X X X X X X X X x x
P P PPPPP P PP XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX X5
P PPP PPP P P 9 XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX X
P PPP PPP P X X X X X X X X x x 3
P PPP P PPP P 7 X XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX
BBB B X XXX XXX XXX XXX xxx |
P PPP P PPP P 5 +
P PIPlP pIpIp P Rep—4 sts + 6 rows
P PPP PPP P P 3
P P PPPPP P PP
Rep—18 sts + | | rows
Chart 5 Chart 6
21 X X 21 XX X X X X X Xxx
X X XX X X X X Xx 7
19 X X 19 XXX XX
X X X X X X X 5
17 X X |7 XX X XX
X X XX XX 3
15 X Xx |5 X X
X X X I
13 X X 13
X X
Il X x|l
X X Chart 7
9 X X 9
X X X X X X X X X X X X
7 X X 7 X X X X X X X X X x7
X X X X X X X X X X X X
5 X x 5 X X X X X X X x x x 5
X X X X X X X X X X X X
3 X X 3 X X X X X X X X x x3
X X X X X X X X X X X X
| X x | X X X X X x x x x x |
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Enhance your spinning experience

Veteran spinner and teacher Judith MacKenzie McCuin offers a blend of technical
knowledge, history, and practical information in this inspiring collection of spinning
wisdom. Take an in-depth look at spinning traditions and learn the techniques that
will transform fiber into the perfect yarn for your needs.

An enclosed instructional DVD features Judith sharing detailed information on yarn
diameter, plying, novelty yarn structures, and finishing. Plus, four included projects

demonstrate how handspun yarn can be used in weaving and knitting.

Improve your spinning skills and fall more in love with spinning with
The Intentional Spinner with DVD.

Nientj or l |J [

SPInnei Yy
Bestselling spinning -
title now available Intentional Spinner with DVD
with a bonus DVD! A Holistic Approach to Making Yarn
: . Judith MacKenzie McCuin
978-1-59668-360-0
152 pages + DVD
$29.95
or
Eﬁl@ INTERWEAVE.
interweavestore.com



NATURAL WOOLS

Fine Shetland Top Coopworth Roving
British combed top; soft and Lustrous New Zealand wool.
easy to spin. Makes an airy Long stable; spins easily.
yarn. $12.50/8 oz. $13.00/8 oz.
SF-WLSHET SF-WLCOOP

Fine Grey Shetland Dark Coopworth

Fine Black Shetland Medium Coopworth

: Light Brown Coopworth
Fine Brown Shetland

Fine White Shetland

White Coopworth

Shipping not included. Request our Weaving & Spinning Catalog.

YARN BARN of Kansas
Lawrence, KS 66044
1-800-468-0035
www.yarnbarn-ks.com

Free shipping on wheels. Visit our
website for listings.

White Wool Top
Our basic wool top. A mixed breed top.
SF-WL-XT-NAT $15.00/1b. (min. § oz.)

Corriedale Cross
Medium grade cross breed; easy to spin.
SF-WL-CRXT $13.00/Ib. (min. 8 0z.)

| Light Grey Swalesdale Top

Multi-color mountain breed with kemp and hair.

| SF-WL-SDT-LG  $10.00/8 oz.

Jacob Combed Top
Two-colored fleece; both coarse and down fiber.
SF-WL-JCT-NAT $19.80/Ib. (min. 8 0z.)

| White Welsh Top

Some outer hair mix; spins to a nice texture.
SF-WL-WET-WH $11.00/8 oz.

Blue Face Leicester Top

A fine, lustrous long wool; makes a smooth yarn.

SF-WL-BFLT-NAT $20.00/lb. (min. § 0z.)

Finn Top
Silky and fine like merino but easier to spin.
SF-WL-FNT-NAT $15.00/8 oz.

Falkland Top
Similar to Corriedale; easy to spin.
SF-WL-FLT-NAT $10.75/8 oz.

What the spinners are saying

The Woolee Winder is the best thing I've ever
bought!! | absolutely love mine. ~Donna

It works great! | wish | would have bought one a
long time ago! ~Ellen

It is worth every single penny - and the service
is awesome. ~Anna

The Woolee Winders really spoil a spinner!
~Robin

| am totally amazed! | have carpal tunnel in both
hands ...the pinch-loops were just torture... You
have eliminated my pain. ~Kathy

It works beautifully and | can't believe how much
time it saves! ~Amanda

What a wonderful invention! | am so amazed at
the simplicity and the smooth operation.

Ranln Designs by Robert Lee & Son
PO Box 941 « Oregon City OR 97045
(503) 810-1388

www.thewooleewinder.com

The WoolLee Winder is the greatest invention
since the wheel! ~VIP Fibers

| think it's worth its weight in gold. ~Lissa

I am hooked. . . on the lack of hooks, that is.
~Carolyn
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A fawn-colored
English Angora
rabbit.

P

Bunny Love

BY BOBBI

s more and

more people
discover the joy of
handspinning and
fewer and fewer peo-
ple live in rural set-
tings, the dream of
spinning yarn from
your own flock can
seem impossible to accomplish. What we
need is a small, clean, ridiculously loveable
fiber-producing animal that lives happily in
an apartment or a garage or on the back patio.
Enter the Angora rabbit. Not only is this an
animal that can be successfully kept by anyone,
anywhere, the fiber is fun to spin and a delight
to use.

©ISTOCKPHOTO.COM/TERESA LEVITE
! Vg

ANGORA BREEDS

The American Rabbit Breeders Association recog-
nizes four Angora breeds as well as Jersey Woolies.
The breeds differ in size, appearance, and fiber char-
acteristics. English Angoras are the most common.
They are small (up to 7% pounds as adults) and the
most heavily furnished. A properly groomed English
Angora looks like a puffball. It is the only Angora
breed with heavy furnishings on its ears and face.
English Angoras are generally considered to have
the softest angora fiber as they have the fewest
guard hairs. The French Angora is a larger breed (up
to 10% pounds) and does not grow long hair on its
face, ears, or feet. French Angoras produce more
fiber than the English Angora, and their coats have
the most guard hair, a feature that contributes to the
halo effect of yarn spun from French Angora fiber.
Satin Angoras are slightly smaller than the French
(up to 9%2 pounds). The “satin” effect occurs be-
cause the shaft of their guard hair is translucent,
producing a noticeable sheen to their coats that is
only found in the Satins. Germans and Giants are
two separate breeds but are generally grouped to-
gether because of their similarities. The largest of
the Angoras (with a minimum weight of 92
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Raising Angora rabbits

DANIELS

pounds), they also have the densest coats and pro-
duce significantly more fiber per rabbit than any of
the other breeds. Of the two, Giants are the only
breed recognized by the American Rabbit Breeders
Association and are only shown as ruby-eyed white.
Germans may be white, but other colors are avail-
able as well. German/Giant coats have three types
of hair, including a secondary guard hair called the
awn hair. This contributes to the amount of fiber
they produce and helps reduce matting. Jersey
Woolies are technically miniature Angoras and, as
would be expected, are the smallest (up to 3%
pounds). They produce a coat with a slightly shorter
staple, but it is still suitable for handspinning.

CHOOSING A RABBIT

Although many breeders speak of one breed be-
ing friendlier than another, that has not been my ex-
perience. Angora rabbits as a group are among the
friendliest of all rabbit breeds. Unlike most oth-
er breeds that were originally developed as meat/
pelt animals, Angora rabbits were bred to be friend-
ly, because even those raised as livestock must be
handled often. They are, however, very much indi-
viduals and can have quite strong personalities.
This makes it imperative that you meet any rabbit
you are considering purchasing if you can. On the
other hand, I routinely purchase rabbits sight un-
seen from trusted breeders, and I have never had
a bad experience.

FIBER

The fiber characteristics of the different breeds
are critically important for a spinner. English An-
goras produce the least fiber of all the breeds (with
the exception of Jersey Woolies) and are general-
ly not used by commercial angora fiber operations.
They produce the softest fiber with the fewest guard
hairs. The soft fiber has an unbelievable hand to it,
but it will mat on the animal at the slightest provo-
cation. English Angoras require much more groom-
ing than the other breeds, and the heavily furnished
face, feet, and ears must also be maintained, even
though that fiber is not considered prime spinning



fiber. The fiber is downy and when spun by itself

or blended, creates a luxurious, supersoft yarn that
is fuzzy with a subdued halo effect. If you have the
time and desire to keep up with the grooming, these
cuties are truly adorable and are the most popular of
all the Angora breeds.

French Angoras produce much more fiber, and it
contains the highest percentage of guard hair of all
the breeds. The high guard-hair count reduces mat-
ting and makes the need for grooming minimal be-
tween fiber harvests. Yarn spun from French Angora
is known for its prominent fuzzy halo as it is the
stiffer guard hairs that produce the effect.

Satin Angoras are similar to the French, although
their hair is softer, and their coats require more care.
The sheen of the guard hairs produces a haloed yarn
that could almost be described as sparkly and can be
quite stunning.

German/Giant Angoras were developed for com-
mercial angora fiber production, and it shows. They
produce copious amounts of fiber compared to the
other breeds due both to their size and the increased
density of their coats. The awn hairs help prevent
matting. They are the only Angora breed that does
not release its coat and must be sheared. German/
Giant fiber produces a yarn with a substantial halo.

Jersey Woolies are easy to keep groomed and pro-
duce a fiber that is somewhere between the English
and French, although it has a shorter staple.

DO YOU WANT A BUCK OR A DOE?

Does are slightly larger and tend to take life a lit-
tle more seriously because in the rabbit world, all
the responsibility falls to them. They are general-
ly calmer, sweet, and loving. Bucks tend to have
a more carefree view of life and can be quite the
clowns. However they can also be quite hormonally
driven, spraying to mark their territories and acting
aggressively. Unless you are planning to breed rab-
bits, does should be spayed to prevent uterine can-
cer, and bucks should be neutered to help prevent
spraying and calm them down.
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The face color is
the most intense
color on the rabbit,
and the body color
always progresses
from its most
intense level at the
outer edge to a
much lighter shade
next to the skin.

A black Angora has
a black face and
produces black-
tipped gray fiber.

BOBBI DANIELS

Four-month-old
French Angora
babies. The blue one
is "Muffin" (as in
Blueberry Muffin)
and the black one

is Bat Girl.



A white angora
singles and Meri-
no singles spun
from a Raven
Frog hand-dyed
roving in the Field
of Lupines
colorway, plied
together. 2. Bobbi
affectionately calls
this yarn “50%
Merino/50%
trash.” Many
Angora owners
don’t realize that
the combings
from grooming
their rabbits are
also wonderful
fiber to spin.This
yarn is 50 percent
natural white
Merino, 25 per-
cent natural gray
Angora combings
and 25 percent
silk noil dyed gun-
metal blue with
Jacquard acid
dyes. The fibers
were blended
with light
handcarding
before spinning.

s

COLOR

The last major consideration in choosing a rab-
bit is color. There are too many to go into specif-
ics here. The best bet is to discuss with the breeder
your color preferences and the color options avail-
able and go from there. One basic Angora color rule
to know is that even the so-called solid-color Ango-
ras are not a solid color, except for white. The color
name is based on the color of the rabbit’s face, which
will usually match the color of the tips of the guard
hairs. The face color is the most intense color on the
rabbit, and the body color always progresses from its
most intense level at the outer edge to a much light-
er shade next to the skin. A black Angora has a black
face and produces black-tipped gray fiber.

CARING FOR ANGORAS

There are countless great sources of informa-
tion on housing and caring for rabbits, and most
of it applies to Angoras. There are a few differenc-
es to consider when caring for Angoras and they are
important. In a nutshell, all of the differences stem
from all that hair. Housing for Angoras must have
clean, dry flooring with no loose bedding like saw-
dust to get trapped in their coats and cause mats.
Wire-floor rabbit cages are ideal. If rabbits are to
live outside they must be kept dry, sheltered from
the wind, and protected from excessive heat. Ango-
ras can be quite comfortable in temperatures to -40°
Fahrenheit but will literally cook in their own coats
if they are too hot.

Angoras are subject to all the ailments of any
rabbit breed, as well as wool block. Rabbit diges-
tive systems are complex and completely unable to
process ingested hair. The passages are quite nar-
row and are easily blocked by balls of hair, shut-
ting down the digestive process. If the condition is
caught soon enough, the blockage can be surgically
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removed. Otherwise, it is a slow death for the rabbit.
The best prevention for wool block is a high-fiber
diet based on hay with substantial fibrous vegetables
and good coat maintenance to reduce the amount of
loose hair that the rabbit ingests as it grooms itself.
The first symptom of a rabbit suffering from wool
block is a loss of appetite. Rabbits should always be
excited about their food. Apathy at feeding time is a
red flag. It may be due to overfeeding, wool block,
or something else altogether, but it should always be
taken very seriously.

GROOMING AND FIBER HARVESTING

The basic tools needed to keep a coat in good
shape are a metal comb and/or a dog slicker brush.
Coats should be combed and/or brushed regular-
ly to keep them free from mats and loose hair. “Reg-
ularly” means whatever is required. It can be every
other day for an English Angora in full coat or every
several weeks for a recently plucked French. Comb-
ings produce usable fiber that should be saved. Pack
the fiber lightly in a paper bag or shoe box to keep
it from compacting. Toenails should be clipped as
needed, and sometimes the scent glands on either
side of the tail need to be emptied. Some owners
keep the hair around the tail area clipped short to
keep it from becoming stained and smelly.

Harvesting angora fiber is done by shearing or
plucking. All Angoras except the Germans/Giants
release their coats. The entire coat sheds out and
a new one starts. Most rabbits do not release all at
once. The hair along their backs and shoulders re-
leases first, with the sides following a week or so lat-
er. Some rabbits will have started a new coat before
the old one releases; others will be bald if plucked.
The release of the coat is only significant if you
pluck. If you choose to pluck, it should be done as
soon as the coat releases to prevent the rabbit from
ingesting the loose hair. Plucked fiber can only be



harvested on the rabbit’s time schedule. Released
hair comes out very easily with no discomfort to the
rabbit. Other indications are clouds of fiber in the
corners of your bunny’s cage and on colored rabbits,
a lighter look to the rabbit as the lighter undercoat
shows more.

If you shear, which can be done with electric
clippers or scissors, shear the hair close to the skin
when it reaches the desired length. Germans/Giants
must be sheared. Second cuts in sheared fiber pro-
duce both shedding and pilling in finished garments
and should be avoided. In the spinning world, guard
hair is generally something to be avoided, too. It is
important to note here that angora guard hair is not
scratchy and is not removed from the fiber before
spinning. In fact, it is the angora guard hair that is
largely responsible for producing the dramatic halo
effect associated with fine angora yarns.

SPINNING ANGORA YARNS

Once you are familiar with the characteristics of
angora fiber, the range of options for producing yarn
is enormous. Angora fiber is extremely fine and gen-
erally has very little crimp. It tends to be slippery
to spin alone. It can be easily broken by processing
and has no meaningful elasticity. It has a reputation
for being difficult to work with, along with shed-
ding and pilling, so many spinners have never spent
much time with it. However, understanding its char-
acteristics and working it to its best advantage pro-
duces amazing results.

Angora can be spun short or long draw, and there
are spinners who swear by each. Given its delicate
nature, the less processing, the better. Angora is har-
vested ready to spin, and there is no need to wash or
card it. When spinning, remember that angora yarn
is going to bloom and become many times larger
than it is on your bobbin. That famous halo results
from the stiffer guard-hair ends working out of the

CLINT DANIELS

yarn itself. With that in mind, draw the fiber much
finer than the thickness you want the final yarn to
have. In contrast to spinning fine wools, use a light-
er take-up and a high ratio to ensure a tight twist to
keep the yarn together and prevent shedding. When
using plucked fiber spun short draw, the greatest
halo is achieved by feeding the fibers plucked end
first, creating a solid anchoring of the plucked end

Most angora rabbits
learn to enjoy being
groomed. Bobbi
plucks released hair
from the chin and
belly of Muffin, a
French angora buck.
He is not restrained
in any way and is
comfortable reposing
on her lap as she
works.

e
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and allowing the twist to always progress toward
the outer end of the hair. Plucked fiber can easily be
spun long draw from the fold, laying the tufts over
the top of your index finger and drafting from the
center of the tuft.

When blending angora with other fibers, card it
gently and no more than necessary. Generally speak-
ing, the fine-gauge draw and the high twist ratio will
also apply to blends. Personally, I spin all my prime
fiber (2%-inch staple or longer) as 100 percent an-
gora singles, which I ply with non-angora singles,
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This adult-sized hat
weighs in at just 1
ounce and was knit-
ted on U.S.size 8
needles for the hat
and U.S. size 6 nee-
dles for the brim.
The yarn is a 2-ply
yarn with one ply
spun from angora
and one from Meri-
no wool at |0 wraps

per inch.
67



ANN SABIN SWANSON

Left to Right: | experimented with synthetic angora for the first time while
writing this article and found that spinning synthetic angora is comparable to
natural angora, however, the synthetic is noticeably slicker. Side by side the end
products are different but very similar, and the synthetic has a delightful hand.
The development of the synthetic fiber gives angora options to those with aller-
gy sensitivities. | . Short draw, angora, fulled. 2. Short draw, synthetic, unfulled.

3. Long draw, synthetic, unfulled. 4. Short draw, angora, unfulled.

ANN SABIN SWANSON

Left to Right: I.Short draw, synthetic, fulled. 2. Long draw, angora, unfulled.
3. Long draw, synthetic, fulled. 4. Long draw, angora, fulled.

and all the subprime fiber and combings I blend
with various other fibers before spinning. A lit-

tle angora goes a long way. Even a 20 percent blend
of angora into a mix of fibers can make a dramatic
difference in warmth, softness, and halo.

Fulling the yarn develops the bloom of the halo
and helps anchor the ends to prevent shedding.
However, when spun as noted above, the unfulled
yarn will not shed. Many spinners shock the skein
of yarn by transferring it back and forth between hot
and cold water baths several times and then whack
it against a hard surface to develop the halo. Gen-
erally I prefer to use unfulled yarn and full the fin-
ished piece by gently washing it. Good swatching is
essential if you are going to approach a project with
unfulled yarn.

s
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USING ANGORA TO ITS BEST ADVANTAGE

There is very little use for 100 percent ango-
ra yarn. I like to think of it as the vanilla extract of
fibers—it makes everything better, but you don’t
want to drink it straight. A 100 percent angora
sweater is too hot to wear and will sag out of shape,
never to return. You typically will be blending ango-
ra with other fibers to increase its elasticity and tem-
per its extreme insulating properties. My favorite
go-to yarn is a 100 percent angora singles plied with
a fine wool singles. I usually use Merino because,
characteristically, it is a perfect complement to an-
gora fiber and doesn’t sacrifice softness. The angora
ply supplies the halo, and most people assume that
the yarn is actually 100 percent angora. An adult-
size hat or a pair of mittens can be knitted with 1
ounce of yarn. The halo presence hampers the def-
inition of many stitch patterns, and so a carded an-
gora blend can be just the answer to achieve the
same warmth and softness and still allow your
beautiful cables to shine through.

The bottom line is that choosing the appropriate
project for angora (and there are a lot of them) en-
sures you will be thrilled with the end result. Simply
remember that angora is delicate, very lightweight,
and warm, warm, warm. If you can imagine your
finished piece light as a feather and toasty warm,
chances are you have a winner. And you don’t have
to be afraid to experiment because all the time you
are spinning, designing, knitting, and weaving,
your bunny is happily growing out a new coat to
give you plenty of raw material to spin.

Possibly the best-kept secret in the fiber world,
Angora rabbits require very little special accommo-
dation, are a delight to keep, adapt to almost any
situation, and produce one of the world’s most lux-
urious fibers. Of course there is a downside: they
are addictive, highly addictive. Consider yourself
warned. 38

Bobbi Daniels has kept Angora rabbits and
has spun, knitted, and woven their fiber for
seventeen years. She owns Raven Frog Fibers
in Sitka, Alaska, which wholesales handspun
and hand-dyed yarns and fibers, and she
teaches spinning and knitting workshops in
schools and shops in Alaska and the lower
forty-eight.
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RESOURCES

The American Rabbit Breeders Association
www.arba.net.

National Angora Rabbit Breeders Club
www.nationalangorarabbitbreeders.com.

MITCHELL RUSK



Strauch Carders
(with bonus silk plus more!)
Handcards, Ballwinders.
FREE U.S. Shipping on all
Ashford, Louet and Strauch
Carders.

Wheels & Looms:
Kromski, Ashford,
Majacraft — in US Stock!, Louet,
Schacht (Matchless DT
and Ladybug In Stock),

Schacht-Reeves,

St allln .

New Luxury Fibers In. The
Biggest Mountain of Natural,
Color, Blended Fibers & More.

Special Packages
See Website or Call for
FREE SHIPPING and
Custom Bonus Items on
Wheels and Looms.

FREE SHIPPING on U.S.
Fiber/Dye/Loom Orders over
$100.00
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FREE Shipping! FREE Shipping!

www.SpinningFiber.com www.CopperMoose.com

1-866-443-4237 toll free
1-866-44FIBER

from

Avi Wasserman's spindles and nostepindes are made of woods
harvested in Israel as well as other lovely woods from around

the globe. See our website, www.thefoldatmc.net, for pictures,
prices, and availability. In addition, we're happy to e-mail pictures
of Avi's in stock but not posted on the website.

Wander in to our booth and spin an Avi at our autumn shows! We'll
be at the New York State Sheep & Wool Festival at Rhinebeck, NY,
on Saturday and Sunday, October 16 & 17, and vending in the SOAR
Market on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, October 28, 29 & 30.

Unigue

lsrael

THE FOLD

3316 Millstream Rd., Marengo, IL 60152
815.568.5730 ® 815.568.5342 (fax)
e-mail thefold@mc.net
www.thefoldatme.net

Visa, Mastercard
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spinning and knitting alpaca
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fiber on a spindle or zoom-

ing in on a photograph of a

handspun textile to see the
twist direction of the yarn.
Spin while listening and
watching video interviews
with spinners who have
shaped the path of our craft

and print easily download-

Energized

able versions of the knitting
Yarns -

An intuitive navigation lets you effortlessly
explore each issue through:

Embedded video clips
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Slide shows that allow
you to zoom in at micro-
scopic levels
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Downloadable knitting patterns that
are easy-to-print
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Hansen Q Crafts
miniSpinner

Classes in:

Weaving

Spinning

Dyeing
Knitting
Feltmaking
Basketry
Quilting

Surface
Design

Paper Arts
eBook Arts’

and more!

HansenCrafts LLC

’ - A sophisticated, quiet, portable @ PO Box 327
. WWWaK I’g electronic spinner available in Chimacum, WA 98325

1.800 F O L H cherry, maple, and various exotic (360) 747-SPIN (7746)
f 5 -

woods; solid tigenwood shown. www. hansencrafts.com

4  Warm up your
ﬁ%world this winter
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world of wool™

www.worldofwool.co.uk
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A Qiviut Shawlette

Gift from the tundra

BY SANDI

WISEHEART

Project Notes

Fiber: % oz giviut (musk ox); 2 oz
hand-dyed tussah silk from Shuttles,
Spindles & Skeins in Boulder; Colorado.

Preparation: Qiviut—handteased
and combed with fine dog comb; silk—
combed top.

Drafting method: Qiviut—point-of-
twist, semiwoolen; silk—worsted.

Spindle and weight: Qiviut—Lily
(I'l grams); silk—Greensleeves Ethan
Jakob (12 grams).

Wheel (plying): Lendrum double
treadle.

Wheel system: Scotch tension.
Ratio (plying): 10:1.
Singles direction spun: Z

Singles wraps per inch: Qiviut—40;
silk—64.

Twist angle: 30°.
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Plied direction spun: S.

Plied twists per inch: 5.

Plied wraps per inch: 30-36.
Yards per pound: 3,280.

Total yardage: 206.

Yarn classification: Laceweight.
Shawl weight: 0.9 oz.

Silk used in shawl: About ¥ oz.
Qiviut used in shawl: About % oz
Yardage used: 205.

Needles: US.size 4.

Gauge: 6 sts and 8 rows = |"in St st,
blocked and stretched.

Finished size: 40" wide across top,
192" tall along centerline, 28" diagonal
along each side edge.

Materials: Stitch markers, tapestry
needle, blocking board, and pins.

Some days life hands you lemons,
and some days, out of the blue,
life hands you . . . giviut. A cou-

ple of handfuls of it, in fact. Fresh
off the bushes of the tundra, collect-
ed by a friend of a friend of a friend,
way up on the far northern prai-
ries where the musk oxen live. The
musk oxen, cow-sized beasties with
shaggy pelts and downward-turn-
ing horns framing their faces, rub
up against bushes and leave clumps
of their pelts behind tangled in
amongst the stems and leaves. Peo-
ple come along and collect these
clumps, and that’s how a ziplock
baggie of it ended up with me.

What I held in my hands that day
didn’t look a bit like the costly, soft,
warm fleece you see spun up into lux-
ury yarns. What I held looked more
like something one might pull out of
the vacuum cleaner after hoovering a
dog park. This fleece was hairy, dirty,
and full of sticks and leaves and oth-
er things I really didn’t want to think
too much about. It was, in truth, pretty
nasty stuff.

But I was fresh from taking Rob-
in Russo’s three-day exotic fibers work-
shop at Spin-Off Autumn Retreat
(SOAR) 2009 and was feeling a bit
cocky. I thought, “Lets see if I can use
what I've learned in Robin’s class to turn
this pile of filthy, hairy tundra trash into
a spinner’s treasure.”

So it was that I embarked upon a six-
month fiber adventure.

CLEANING AND SORTING

First task: Get some of the vegeta-
ble matter (VM) out. I spread white (to
help me see better) tissue paper over my
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dining table and began teasing apart the
matted clumps, letting dirt—and what-
not—fall onto the tissue. I gently pulled
fibers free of every sort of soil and plant
matter imaginable—including, to my
delight, the tiniest pinecone I had ever
seen. Not all the trash was quite so de-
lightful, however; I was careful to wash
my hands thoroughly when I was done.

I sorted the fibers by length and col-
or, wanting to study the raw musk-ox
fiber more closely. To my surprise, 1 dis-
covered a wide range of staple lengths,
fiber diameters, and colors. Somehow,

I had pictured musk-ox fiber as being
made up of only two components: long,
dark, thick guard hairs, and downy,
soft, pale giviut undercoat fibers. It
wasn'’t that simple. Guard hairs var-

ied in length from dark, thick, 8-inch
monsters to pale, but still prickly curls
about 1% inches long. To make cull-
ing out the guard hairs more difficult,
the hairs came in nearly the same range
of colors as the downy undercoat. I had
imagined that the two would be easily
distinguished and tweezing out the few
(and the obvious) guard hairs would
be a trivial task. In reality, it looked as
though I'd be sorting individual fibers,
one by one. What a nightmare!

In disbelief, I did what any sensible
spinner would do: I set aside the fiber
for a while and read everything I could
get my hands on about processing and
spinning short, fine down fibers such as

B
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cashmere, angora, paco-vicuia, guana-
co, and qiviut. Pretty much all the
sources recommend inserting a high
amount of twist to lock in the short
fibers and then lightly fulling the yarn
after washing to bring out the soft halo
for which these yarns are famous. There
was less agreement about aligning the
fibers prior to spinning. My options in-
cluded combing with minicombs or dog
combs, flicking with a fine-toothed pet
brush, or gently carding with cotton
cards.

I was most dismayed to find no clear
guidance about separating out the guard
hairs. I was hoping for some sort of
magic Guard Hair Magnet that would
suck away anything that wasn’t softer
than kitten’s fur. No such luck. In des-
peration one day, I searched through my
beading tools and found a very sharp,
very pointy pair of physician’s tweezers
that had once belonged to my late sur-
geon grandpa. Perfect.

I sat for hours, and then days, and
then weeks with the tweezers, a large
Ott-Lite, and a table covered with an
old white T-shirt, picking and tweezing
out scruff, guard hairs, and endless VM.

SCOURING

To prevent matting the fibers, I
improvised a scouring method based
on techniques learned from Judith
MacKenzie and Maggie Casey. I cut
a piece of undyed cotton muslin into

8-by-10-inch rectangles. I placed a
handful of giviut in the center, then
folded the cloth around the fiber so that
it formed a little packet, pinning the
packets closed with rustproof pins.

I filled a plastic bin with warm water
and Dawn detergent, swished the deter-
gent around and added six packets of
fiber. I pressed them down gently to re-
move the air and then let them soak for
15 minutes. I removed the packets,
dumped out the water without rinsing
the bin, and added more warm water.

I swished the water to mix in the deter-
gent residue and then added the packets
for another 15-minute soak. To rinse,

I added clean water and a quick glug of
white vinegar and let the packets soak
in that for about 10 minutes. Another
change of water (no vinegar), another
10 minutes, and the packets were done
with their bath.

I let the packets sit on a rack for a
day until nearly dry, and then I carefully
unwrapped the cloth, placing the puffs
of fiber into clean cardboard box tops.

FINAL PROCESSING

I examined the washed qiviut and
discovered that it (argh!) still had VM
and guard hairs in it. So prior to spin-
ning, I had to yet again pick and tweeze
and tease every handful. I had spun
about half the fiber directly from the
cloud by the time I found a very fine-
toothed dog comb and used that to try
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After working A Lo
and get the remaining fiber ready drafting quickly and steadily to keep the ChartA
to spin. This turned out to give the twist entering only at that point. I kept ~ ®/® - 5
best results. There is a noticeable my hands about 2 inches apart, smooth- 11
difference between the first yarn, spun  ing the yarn as I spun. I found myself 0.1 10410l =%
from the cloud, which has neps and giving the yarn an extra twist with the [ o
small guard hairs still in it, and the thumb and middle finger of my drafting sl lo

second yarn, which is much cleaner
and more uniform.

QIVIUT SINGLES

I spun all the giviut on a Lily spindle
made by Gilbert Gonsalves, one of the
lightest spindles I own. I used a point-
of-twist, semiwoolen drafting tech-
nique, letting twist run into the drafting
triangle only at the apex of the triangle,

Edging chart
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See the Natural Fiber Directory pull-out section for a larger version of these charts,
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hand about an inch or so below the base
of the drafting triangle. I also added an
extra spin of the spindle as it reached
the floor, putting in even more twist for
strength as well as for plying.
My singles turned out wiry and
slightly overspun; when I plied a short
length of the giviut against itself, the
two-ply was extremely fuzzy. I worried
that some of the fuzz might be guard

Center stitch highlighted in yellow.

Key

knit

n

o stitch

2-st garter st border on

k2tog

ssk

WAUICNN00WVO

Row 2
Cast-on (Rowl)

s2kpo

Yo

left-hand side for all rows.

2-st garter st border on

right-hand side for all rows.

Stitch pattern rep for Chart B

(musk ox motif).

Stitch pattern rep for Chart C

(prairie flower motif).

Transition between Chart B
(musk ox motif) and Chart C

(prairie flower motif).

Note: Edging and left and right shawl charts
show only RS rows.
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hairs I had missed, thus making for
slightly itchy yarn. The real problem
was that I had so little giviut that a pure
two-ply would not yield enough yarn to
make anything larger than a hanky. I re-
alized I needed to ply it with something
else in order to maximize yardage.

WHAT TO PLY WITH?

After much thought and a cer-
tain amount of mad pawing through
my stash, I decided to ply a sample of
one qgiviut singles with one singles of
handspun tussah silk. The silk was a
lovely semisolid rose color; it had been
a cheer-up gift from a special friend,
so I deemed it worthy of the giviut.
These samples came out beautifully; the
deep rose of the silk and the variegated
creams and browns of the giviut blend-
ed together to become a dusky rose-
beige that is truly lovely.

SILK SINGLES

I spun the silk on my Greensleeves
Ethan Jakob spindle using a worsted
inchworm technique. I found that let-
ting any twist at all into the drafting tri-
angle resulted in an overtwisted mess,
so I was careful to pinch off the apex of
the triangle the second I let more fiber
draft through. I spun somewhere be-
tween 4 and 6 hours a day, until both
the silk and the giviut were gone.

I had never spun so many hours in
such a short time, especially not on my
spindles. The result (after my muscles

Greensleeves Ethan Jakob spindle (12 grams).

B
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Sandi spun the qiviut (top) on her Lily spindle (1| grams) and the silk (bottom) on her

adjusted) was that I improved my spin-
dle skills immensely and found ways to
spin more quickly and more efficiently.

PLYING PREPARATION

For both fibers, I kept the cops from
growing too large, as the added weight
made spinning such fine singles more
of a challenge. Once I noticed wobbling
or increased breakage, I wound the cop
off onto plastic weaver’s bobbins using a
manual bobbin winder. I let the singles
rest, as both the silk and the giviut were
a bit overspun, and then put the bob-
bins directly onto my lazy kate.

PLYING

I decided to spin both singles on
spindles because I personally feel more
confident on a spindle, and I like the
(illusion of) greater control that spin-
dle spinning gives me, particularly with
short exotic fibers. However, for plying,
I chose to use my trusty Lendrum wheel
because I knew I could get more consis-
tent plying results that way.

To enhance control of the singles
during plying, I placed the lazy kate on
a small table about 6 feet away from the
wheel so the threads came off the bob-
bins at orifice height.

FINISHING THE YARN

After plying, I skeined the yarn, tied
it loosely in four places, and washed it
in warm water and no-rinse wool wash.
I thwacked the yarn against the tile wall

a few times and then hung the yarn to
dry. The next day, when it was dry, I no-
ticed a huge amount of kink still in the
finished yarn. Upon closer examination,
I found that the silk singles appeared to
be “pulling in” the giviut singles, indi-
cating that the silk singles had a dispro-
portionate amount of twist energy still
in it. I posted a question about this on
Ravelry.com and within hours had
many responses. The general consensus
was to give the yarn another bath, this
time in really warm water, almost hot,
and then apply more thwacking to re-
lease the overenthusiastic twist energy.
1 did both, and the result was some of
the most beautifully spun and plied
yarn I've ever made.

KNITTING

I wanted to knit something lacy from
my new yarn. Sampling told me that a
pure giviut yarn was too fuzzy to show
an intricate lace pattern well, which
was one reason (besides yardage) that I
chose to ply it with silk. The resulting
two-ply was a good, if unusual, knitting
yarn: firmly plied, not splitty, with inter-
esting slubs and texture and with fasci-
nating color variations due to the many
colors in the original musk-ox fiber.

I decided to make a lace shawl-
ette using two stitch patterns (162 and
163) from The Essential Stitch Collection
(Reader’s Digest, 2010), both of which
I heavily adapted—the first to resemble
leaves and twigs in the original fiber, the
second to look like the face of a musk
ox, complete with horns.

TUNDRA LACE SHAWLETTE

The shawl begins at center back
neck. It is worked in stockinette st lace
with two garter sts edging each side.

CO 5 sts.

Chart A (setup rows)
Work Chart A as follows:

Row 2 (WS): Knit.

Row 3 (RS): K2, yo, k1, yo, k2 (7 sts).

All even-numbered (WS) rows: K2, p to
last 2 sts, k2.

Row 5: K2, pm, yo, k3, yo, pm, k2 (9
sts).

Row 7: K2, sl m, yo, k2, yo, pm, k1, pm,



yo, k2, yo, sl m, k2 (13 sts).

Row 9: K2, sl m, yo, k to last 2 sts, yo,
sl m, k2 (15 sts).

Row 10: K2, p to last 2 sts, k2.

Chart B (Musk-Ox Lace)

Work Chart B Rows 1-56 as follows
(full pattern repeats are 11 sts wide):
For each RS row: K2, sl m, work corre-

sponding row of Chart B, sl m, k1

(center st), sl m, work same row on

Chart B for left side of shawl, sl m,

k2.

For each WS row (not shown on chart):

K2, p to last 2 sts, k2.

Transition rows
Work Rows 67 and 68 for transition
between lace motifs.

Chart C (Flower and Stem Lace)

Work Chart C. During Row 1 only,
move markers at beginning of each pat-
tern repeat one stitch to the right; re-
peats are now 12 sts wide.

Thus, Row 1 of Chart C would be:

K2, **(begin chart) yo, k1, pm,

*k1, yo, k3, k2tog, k1, ssk, k3, yo, pm
for beg of next repeat; rep from * four
times**, k to m before center st, yo, k1

(center st), rep from ** to **, k to last
m, yo, k2.

Continue to work WS rows as k2,
p to last 2 sts, k2.

Note: Incorporate new sts at edg-
es and on either side of center stitch
into lace pattern, maintaining increase/
decrease pairs, working k2tog instead
of s2kpo if there are not enough sts to
complete the double decrease.

EDGING

Note: The marker at the beginning
of each repeat moves one stitch to the
right at the beginning of each RS row.
Because my stitches were fairly loose, I
simply slid the marker under the stitch
to the right to move it. You may prefer
to use a small locking-type marker and
clip it to the centerline of the double
decrease instead.

Work Edging Chart as follows:

Row 1 (RS): K2, yo, **k to beg of repeat
(after marker is moved), *s2kpo (see
abbreviations page 104), k4, yo, k1,
yo, k4; rep from * until there are not
enough sts left for a full repeat of the
edging, then knit to m, yo**, k1, yo,
work from ** to ** once more, k2.

Sandi spun 206
yards of a fine
laceweight yarn
(3,280 yards per
pound, 30 to 36
wraps per inch) for
her delicate Tundra
Lace Shawlette.

Row 2 (WS): K2, p to last 2 sts, k2. Con-
tinue working charted repeats with-
in garter st and yarnover border at
each side.

BIND-OFF

After completing Row 16 of charted
pattern, work BO as follows:

(RS) K1, *k next st, insert left nee-
dle into front of 2 sts just worked, work
k2tog tbl, rep from * to end. Break yarn
and draw through last loop.

FINISHING

Weave in ends. Soak in warm water
and no-rinse wool wash for 20 minutes;
remove from water, roll in towel and
push on towel roll to remove excess
water. Lay shawl flat on blocking board,
foam mats, or bed; beginning at center
and working outward and from top
downward, pin out points and block
to shape. Let dry completely. Trim
ends. 36

Sandi Wiseheart writes about and designs with
yarn, fiber, and beads from her home north of
Toronto, Canada. She blogs at http://sandiwise
heart.wordpress.com. (PS. There are no musk
oxen in her backyard.)
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How | Spin
Rita Buchanan /
Spinning teacher extraordinaire Rita Buchanan teaches you
a common sense approach to great productivity and IS
. joy. In this 2-disc set you'll learn everything from
how to control yarn size with your hands, not
with wheel adjustments to how to spin cotton
while reading your favorite book. Plus,
you'll get a no-fuss way to dye fiber in. + .
your oven, an easy approach to plylng,
and more. 13

2 Disc Set
$34.95

f';' e

Popular Wheel Mechanics (DVD)
Judith MacKenzie A
. The flyer spinning wheel is a subtle machine. Un‘derS’(‘aW " 19
: : ing this ingenious tool, optimizing its performancebf A ,' d
Papmiar Whieal Machanicy and making it work just right for the spinner are -

i o i "m“ i keys to becoming an accomplished spinner. in ‘

e this far-ranging video, Judith MacKenzie Iookg

at several of the popular wheels available to .

spinners today, dissects their differences, glves
pointers on getting the best from them, and .
shares tips and hints on making the wheel as . -

efficient and versatile as it was designed to be. + °

2 Disc Set
$34.95 e

ad

Gentle Art of Plying (DVD) LiEs
Judith MacKenzie kg s
The Plying is not an afterthought. It's every spinner’s gateway }r«s; .
Gentle Art into the vast world of yarn design._lnformed and skillful == =

ying plying can make all the difference between * Just

e A S A T{\‘; Art another yarn” and “just the yarn you want.” rf ¥
%?rﬁwmg In this engaging video, master spinner Judlth‘r ;!-4,_
MacKenzie presents not just the basics— . = &0
i1 22 how to hold your hands, where to put your: ' ¥
judsh Mackesle kate—but an extensive adventure into the *

T endless possibilities.

1 v e 2 Disc Set
3 5 $34.95

-
Judith MacKenzie

INTERWEAVE

* interweavestore.com?®

866.949.1646




ROVINGS

Polwarth Wool and Yay

Custom Fiber

Processing!
* Batts
* Roving
* Spinning
e ' : * Needle Felfing
L \ No minimum
Ribeh Mﬁﬂﬂm on anything.

Ownet, Debbie McDermott

We specialize on spinning 100% exotic yarns!

Including stri alpaca and other fibers up fo 10 in. long. Call for more details:

IBR )

www.stonehedgefibermill.com

ee/eé’zate 4nitting on the Weekem{s/

Interweave Kmits Weekend 2010 includes 22+ timeless
designs, such as:

» Comfortable knitwear for kids

* Our favorite sweater patterns for men

* Body-friendly shapes for everyone

* And patterns for all seasons!
v From springtime tees to socks to cozy up
Shape® next to the fireplace, your knitting needles
Our Favorite

Sweaters will be in action every weekend of the year.
for 3 -

hie
L iorwids

‘((BAOSSNLOC‘*‘

-Fii'D INTERWEAVE.

—I-
I interweavestore.com

Interweave Knits Weekend 2010 is available at your local yarn shop, bookstore, or online at InterweaveStore.com
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Fiber
Producers
Fiesta

April 15 & 16,
2011

Seguin, Texa

Friday 1:00- 7:00PM
Sat 8:00AM- 5:00PM

For more
nformation visit
us at:
www.yellowrose
fiberproducers.
com
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BLACK SHEEP 37 Annual

GATHERING The Black Sheep
Gathering

JUNE 24, 25, 26, 2011
LANE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
EUGENE, OREGON

SHEEP - GOATS - WOOL SHOW & SALE
TRADE SHOW - WORKSHOPS - MUSIC
and MORE!

**FREE ADMISSION AND PARKING**
The Black Sheep Gathering, Inc.
PO Box 51092, Eugene, OR 97405
Email: blacksheepgathering@gmail.com
www.blacksheepgathering.org

Ohio Valley Natural Fibers

Kent & Ginny Ferguson
8541 Louderback Road — Sardinia OH 45171
(937) 446-3045 www.OVNF.com

Meeting Your Fiber Needs for Over Two Decades

We are one of the largest custom Processing Fiber Mills in
North America and we encourage you to visit — overnight
accommodations are available.

Prices Based on Finished Weight

CustomYarns | Loft Roving
Felting Batts | Comforter Batts
Quilt Batts Pin Draft Roving

We also carry animal products, books, fibers for
blending, spinning wheels & supplies, shearing
supplies and sharpening service.

Call to discuss the best processing method for your individual needs.
Check our Web site for Show Schedules, Specials and Gift Certificates.
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HALCYON YARN

HALCYONYARN.COM 800°341-0282
12 SCHOOL ST. BATH, ME 04530
Call or visit us online for your free catalog!

Spinning & Weaving Stools
Handmade in Maine by Paul Bain
Rugged construction and eleg

Function
Before Form for
Easily Assembled -
Portable &Low
Cost Products

“New” Babe’s Bulky Production Double Treadle
with 2” Delta Flyer and HLW-Helix Level Wind

(Patent Pending) System ———»

The HLW-Helix Level Wind System will keep
yarn level on the bobbin on any Babe Wheel

e |

We carry
Howard Brush
Hand Carders -
Mini Carders -

Flicker - Rug
Rake & Drum

Production DT

Fiber Starter ~ Bulky Production

This is 8.25 oz. of plied David Tri-Carder
wool done with the NW 70/90 & 90/120
Plying Flyer Kit and the

HLW-Helix Level Wind.
The HLW is available as a
conversion kit for your

present Babe Flyer.
M Works with your bobbins

www.babesfibergarden.com
Phone: 262-473-2009 Catalog: 1-800-628-3208

dyed col

Swumont

70% MERINO / 30% SILK
$28.00 / 4 0.

/

VISIT OUR WEBSITE = WWW.LAMBSPUN.COM
o Catt 1-800-558-5262

Goin Special Savings Club - 405/ year

lo wecetve samples © wpdates * patteins

Located in coastal California’s Danish Village of Solvang, the

Village Spinning
Weaving Shop

is a “must stop” for the fiber artist!

Visit our spinning wheel room at
425 Alisal Road in Solvang, California

to test spin over 20 models before you buy!

Visit our website for a wide array of natural fibers to spin in natural and

ors. Check out our ‘Spring Flockettes’ dancing sheep t-shirts too!
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EiBERrR BASICS

Polypay

ARIOL H.UEBSCHER
RHOADES WI1TH “ELLZABETH
P R O S:E

LAELWVISON

A Polypay ewe
from Maplewood

Polypay is an American sheep breed that is a
North farm.

newcomer to the sheep world. I'd bet that
not many handspinners have even heard of it,
much less spun the wool. That’s a shame, be-
cause, as the name implies, Polypay has much
to offer. First developed in the late 1960s at the
U.S. Sheep Experiment Station in Dubois, Ida-
ho, Polypay draws its heritage from Finnsheep/
Rambouillet and Targhee/Dorset crossbred
sheep. The goal was a breed with five desirable
characteristics: high prolificacy, multiple lambs
from ewes one year and older, lambing more
than once a year, rapid growth rate of lambs,
and good meat quality. The four-breed compos-
ite was named Polypay in 1975, and the Amer-
ican Polypay Sheep Association was formed in
1980. While most of the flocks are in the Unit-
ed States, there are also some in Canada and
Mexico. The purpose of the breed is to use a
composite genetic background (poly-) to
produce a sheep that offers a good return on
investment (-pay).

The sheep are medium-sized with ewes averaging
150 to 200 pounds and mature rams weighing 240
to 300 pounds. They have white faces clear of wool
with pink noses, and they are polled (hornless). The
breed association standards specify distinctly mas-
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culine rams and feminine ewes, both with strong,
level backs. Because of the diverse genetic back-
ground and breeder selection, individual sheep may
vary more from an absolute standard than is usual
with other breeds.

For the same reasons, Polypay fleeces do not
have one distinct quality. Generally the wool is
creamy white, consistent in quality over the sheep,
medium to fine (28 to 22 microns), with staples
averaging 3 to 4 inches. Both fleeces I worked with
had rather crisp locks that still felt soft. A lock held
flat had 8 to 9 crimps per inch; released, the crimp
took on a lively three-dimensional character. That
accounts for the wonderful loft and bounce of
Polypay wool. However, depending on breeding
and selection, Polypay fleeces can be silkier. A
silky Polypay fleece for the warp and a crimpier
one for the weft would make a lovely blanket. The
same pairing would make durable sock feet and
cushy legs.

CHOOSING AND PREPARING POLYPAY

When I checked online sources for Polypay,
there weren't many breeders who advertised fleec-
es in their product lines. I am lucky enough to
have a breeder in my area who spins and who sells
good quality wool. The American Polypay Sheep
Association lists breeders in several states, most-
ly in the Midwest. If there are sheep shows, univer-
sity or state sheep stations, or 4-H groups in your
area, contact or visit them for possible leads to some
Polypay fleece. You may not be able to get a fleece
right away so ask about reserving one from the next
shearing. Since show sheep are often shorn before
each exhibit, make it clear that you want a year’s
growth. You might also be able to get the fleece from
an animal that doesn’t have a show-quality body but
still has good wool. If the animals are not raised pri-
marily for wool (and many commercial sheep breeds
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are not), decide on how much you are willing to pay
for a fleece that could take more work to clean and
prepare. Also decide on the quality of Polypay you
want for a project and choose a suitable fleece. Be-
cause Polypay has the genetics from several types of
sheep, the fleece qualities can vary within the breed.
The fleeces donated by Maplewood North in Wis-
consin were clean and easy to work with. I placed
about %2 pound of fleece into a nylon net bag and
soaked it with about 3 tablespoons Orvus Paste
in hot water for 5 minutes, before rinsing it twice
in hot water only. I gently squeezed water out and
then let the bag straddle the double-sink divider for

about 30 minutes so that more water could drip out.
Next, outdoors, I twirled the bag vigorously for a
few turns before removing the fleece and placing it
on a rack so it could dry in the sunshine. The locks
were a creamy white with some yellowing.

Once the wool is dry, you should sample to see
what preparation method works best for the fleece
you have. I asked my friend Elizabeth Prose to
help me with the sampling for this article. Its al-
ways good to get a different perspective on a sub-
ject, and it was fun to compare notes after we each
worked alone to sample the Polypay. Elizabeth and
I tried combing, handcarding, and drumcarding.

LAELWILSON |

winter 2010 = Spin-Off

Polypay lamb,
I') washed;
2) unwashed.

Polypay adult

ewe, |) washed;
2) unwashed.
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Maplewood North
farm.

Fleeces from
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The handcarding took the most experimentation to
get just the right amount of wool on the cards for
smooth and efficient carding—with Polypay fleece,
less is definitely more. For combing, sort the fleece
for the longest fibers. With Polypay’s short staple,
two-pitch combs will probably work better than
combs with more rows of tines. If you want to spin
from the locks, either open them by hand or flick
card very carefully so you don't nick your hands.
Rather than flicking, try drawing narrow locks
through the teeth on a carder board (fixed board
with carding cloth) or a handcard.

SPINNING POLYPAY

As Elizabeth noticed, Polypay certainly craves air.
You can spin it worsted- or woolen-style but, in ei-
ther case, spin from a drafting triangle that allows
air space around the fibers. Compacted Polypay
fibers trapped in a dense rolag or top can be hard
to draft and spin, and yield an uneven yarn. Loos-
en your grip on the fibers as you work to ease draft-
ing. I like to think “light, airy, bouncy” throughout
the process to get the most from a Polypay fleece. If
you need a stronger yarn for some socks or a dura-
ble sweater, work from a lofty rolag or roving and
either spin a light singles and ply with more twist
or add more twist to the singles but ply somewhat
more loosely. To really emphasize the loft of Polypay,
drumcard airy batts, divide the batt into narrow
strips, and spin with Paula Simmons’s palm-up,
short backward drafting method (see Resources).

Sample 1 (Elizabeth Prose)
A few weeks ago, when Carol and her hus-
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band, Steve, met my husband and me for dinner,
she brought a bag of Polypay fiber from Maplewood
North farm outside of Johnson Creek, Wisconsin.
Being a relatively new spinner, I was thrilled by the
opportunity to experiment with an unfamiliar breed
of sheep.

The first thing I did was open up the bag to ex-
amine the fleece. The locks were short to medium in
length, dense with a high crimp, and creamy white
with yellow tips. I teased open the locks with my
fingers, and the crisp, springy fibers bloomed in my
hands. I began to spin straight from the locks on my
Schacht Matchless in double drive with a ratio of
9:1. However, I noticed right away that the singles
would require more twist, so I changed to a ratio of
13:1. Adding twist produced a much more stable
singles, yet the Polypay fibers seemed to need more
air as the drafting was not smooth. I flick carded a
few locks, and the fibers responded by ballooning
up into fluffy clouds that were much easier to draft.

For my samples, I chose to produce three di-
verse yarns using three different preparations for the
fiber. T washed all of the yarns with Orvus Paste in
warm water with a cool rinse and hung them to dry
on a clothing rack. I knitted swatches from each of
the sample yarns on U.S. size 4 needles using Mrs.
Hunter’s Pattern from A Treasury of Knitting Patterns
by Barbara G. Walker (Schoolhouse, 1998), page
150. I chose this stitch pattern to show off the dif-
ferent qualities of the three yarns and because it has
elements of both cable and lace knitting.

Swatch la
In the bag of Polypay fiber was a sample of com-



mercially prepared roving. I began my sample yarn
by predrafting the roving into four narrower strips
and spinning a fine singles at a ratio of 13:1 with a
short forward draw. I then Navajo-plied the yarn at
a ratio of 9:1. The result was 68 yards (1,554 yards
per pound) of a dense, smooth sportweight yarn
that weighed 0.7 ounce and measured 14 wraps per
inch. The knitted fabric has crisp stitch definition
and a firm hand.

Swatch 1b

Next, I handcarded the Polypay fiber into rolags.
My first attempt yielded unsatisfying results. I used
too much fiber, and the rolags were too dense, and
the drafting was sticky and uneven. I recarded the
rolags with less fiber. I also pulled out the noils
from the first carding. The new rolags were light
and airy and produced a more even singles at a ratio
of 13:1 using American long draw. I plied the sin-
gles at a ratio of 13:1 for 1 ounce of two-ply wool-
en sportweight yarn at 113 yards (1,808 yards per
pound) and 13 wraps per inch. This yarn produced
a knitted swatch with a light, lofty feel and a slight
halo.

Swatch 1c

For the third swatch, I sorted the fiber and select-
ed the best intact locks. I used my St. Blaise combs
to comb and separate the longer and shorter fibers.
This produced a fair amount of waste, but the re-
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maining fibers were organized and airy. I used a diz
to draw the fiber off the combs. I spun the singles at
a ratio of 13:1 with an almost effortless short
forward draw. I also plied at a ratio of 13:1. The
0.45 ounce of finished two-ply semiworsted
sportweight yarn measured 45 yards (1,600 yards
per pound) and 13 wraps per inch. The final knit-
ted fabric is more lustrous than the other two sam-
ples. It has good stitch definition and yet remains
soft and springy.

Polypay fiber is a fine wool that created a crisp,
springy yarn that was a pleasure to work with.

Mrs. Hunter’s Pattern from A Treasury of Knitting
Patterns by Barbara G. Walker (Pittsville, Wisconsin:
Schoohouse, 1998, p. 150); reprinted with permis-
sion from Schoolhouse Press. The pattern is a multi-
ple of 4 + 2.

With U.S. size 4 needles, cast on 32 sts.

Knit 6 rows.

Keeping first and last 5 sts in garter stitch, work
center stitches (multiple of 4 plus 2) in pattern.
Row 1 (RS): Knit.

Row 2: Purl.

Row 3: K1, *sl 1, k3, pass the slipped st over the 3
knit sts; rep from * and end k1.

Row 4: P1, *p3, yo; rep from * and end p1.

Repeat rows 1-4 seven times more.

Knit 6 rows and then bind off.

Sample 2 (Carol Huebscher Rhoades)

Ever since translating Tone Takle’s Knitted Teddy
Bears Dressed with Handknits (Books by Tone Takle,
2010, www.tonetakle.com), I've wanted to knit a
bear with this sweater-coat. I’d like a similar sweat-

winter 2010 = Spin-Off



|56

er for myself, so this was a good opportunity to

see how the original is constructed. The resilient
Polypay fleece was an excellent choice—soft enough
for comfort but sturdy enough to maintain the pat-
tern and shaping well. The fiber was easy to comb
on St. Blaise two-pitch combs. A total of 12 ounc-
es of fiber yielded 1 ounce of roving for 0.9 ounce
finished yarn. I pulled the fiber off the combs with-
out a diz and then drafted the top to about a %-inch
width. To keep some bounce in the fiber, I spun
with a short backward draw and wide drafting trian-
gle on my Schacht Matchless at 9:1 before plying at
11:1. The two-ply yarn was elastic and slightly lus-
trous, with 85 yards in 0.9 ounce (1,511 yards per
pound and 18 wraps per inch). I knitted the sweat-
er on U.S. size 2 needles following the instructions
in the book. Only 70 yards were needed for size
small. The Polypay yarn was lovely to knit with, and
it performed just as I expected. It is always exciting
when the actual yarn matches the imagined one. As
I knitted, I thought about how perfect the same yarn
would be for socks.

Sample 3

Elizabeth and I both noticed right away when
preparing Polypay that it resisted compacting. To
emphasize its loft, I drumcarded some wool with
two passes on my Pat Green Supercard. I stripped
each of the two batts into six lengthwise strips and
attenuated them before spinning on a Louet S90 at
a 6:1 ratio. I barely drafted as my fiber hand went
back slightly and then forward to feed the yarn in as
soon as there was enough twist to hold it together.
The singles were 15 wraps per inch and the three-
ply very bulky yarn measured 5 to 6 wraps per inch
and 31 yards per ounce, or 496 yards per pound. It
was really fun to see how the yarn bloomed when
it hit the water. I could hardly wait for the skein to
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dry. Of course, I had to knit this yarn into a cable
and chose the Tight Braid Cable pattern from

The Harmony Guides: Cables and Arans, edited by
Erika Knight (Interweave, 2007), page 86. I knit-
ted the sample cuff on U.S. size 11 needles with 28
stitches around. If I were making an actual pair of
wrist warmers, I would make the palm side ribbing
instead of stockinette for a better fit.

TIGHT BRAID CABLE

Panel of 10 stitches on a background of reverse
stockinette stitch (I had 2 purl stitches on each side
of the cable and 14 stockinette stitches for the palm
side of wrist).

Rnds 1 and 3: Knit.
Rnd 2: K2, CAF twice.
Rnd 4: C4B twice, k2.

Repeat these 4 rounds.

C4F—Place next 2 sts on cable needle and hold
in front of work; k2 and then k2 from cable needle.

C4B— Place next 2 sts on cable needle and hold
in back of work; k2 and then k2 from cable needle.

It was quite obvious from our sampling that
Polypay is a very rewarding wool to work with. A
variety of yarns are possible from just one fleece.
Just imagine the range you can obtain from two or
more different styles of Polypay fleece. 38

Elizabeth Prose is a knitter who has been spinning since her
friends converted her in 2007. She would like to thank them for
enabling her. She lives in Madison, Wisconsin.

Carol Huebscher Rhoades, also of Madison, Wisconsin, is
one of Elizabeth’s enablers. She enjoys encouraging spinners to
experiment and play with fibers.

RESOURCES

American Polypay Sheep Association. www.countrylovin.com/
polypay/index.html.

American Wool Council.“Wool Grades and the Sheep that
Grow the Wool.!" Brochure from the American Sheep
Industry Association, Englewood, Colorado.

Fournier; Nola, and Jane Fournier. In Sheep’s Clothing: A Hand-
spinner’s Guide to Wool. Loveland, Colorado: Interweave,
1995.

Simmons, Paula. Spinning for Softness and Speed. Chilliwack,
British Columbia, Canada: Sunrise Printing, 1982.

www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/sheep.

Many thanks to Lael Wilson of Maplewood North
who generously donated fleece and roving for this
article.

Maplewood North

W3476 County Rd. B

Johnson Creek,WI 53038

www.maplewoodnorth.com
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Project Notes

Fiber: Polypay fleece, | oz ewe’s wool and 0.65 oz lambswool from www.maple
woodnorth.com.The ewe's wool was blended 87%/13% with dyed tussah silk
(Lagoon Reflections colorway) from www.lambspun.com.

Preparation: Handcarded rolags.

Drafting method: Traditional woolen long draw.

Wheel: Lendrum double treadle (lamb); Schacht Matchless (ewe).
Wheel system: Double drive.

Ratio (singles/plying): lamb—I2:| (both); ewe—9:1 (singles), | |1 (plying).
Singles direction spun: Z.

Singles twists per inch: 14 (lamb), |2 (ewe).

Singles wraps per inch: 30 (lamb), 25 (ewe).

Twist angle: 35° (lamb), 20° (ewe).

Number of plies: 2.

Plied direction spun: S.

Plied twists per inch: 8 (lamb), 5 (ewe).

Plied wraps per inch: 23 (lamb), 18 (ewe).

Total yardage: lamb—83 (0.60 oz); ewe—106 (I.15 oz).

Yards per pound: 2,210 (lamb), 472 (ewe).

Yarn classification: Fingering (lamb), sportweight (ewe).
Yardage used: 25 (lamb), 60 (ewe).

Needles: Set of 4 dpn U.S. size 2. (Needles with pointy tips are highly
recommended.)

Gauge: 6 sts and 9%, rows in stockinette = 1",

Finished size: 8" circumference, 4" long.
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Polypay
“Water
Bearer”

Culffs

BY CAROIL
HUEBSCHER
RHOADES

hen | took classes at a knit-

ting symposium in Sweden
this summer, I noticed a woman
in the dorm knitting some yarn-
lined mittens. She had just taken
the “Water Bearer Mitten” class,
and she quickly showed me how to
catch the loop yarn. Unfortunately,
she explained the technique in
Danish, and I didn’t understand
much. The motions seemed simple
when she showed them to me, but
when I tried to reproduce them lat-
er, they didn’t quite work. When I
told someone about my experience,
she mentioned that the pattern was
originally in a mitten booklet pub-
lished many years ago, and I real-
ized that I had the book at home. I
looked it up as soon as I got back. It
used a somewhat different technique
for the stranding than that taught
in the class or for the loop stitch in
A Treasury of Knitting Patterns by
Barbara G. Walker (Schoolhouse,
1998), page 135. The explanation
for the loops in 100 Landskapsvan-
tar [100 Landscape Mittens]| ICA,
1981) lacked some details that I had
to work out. After quite a bit of ex-
perimenting, I finally came up with
a method that worked well.



Carol cards rolags in
proportion to fiber length and
desired yarn size to minimize
drafting movements.The short
lambswool was carded into
%" diameter rolags, while the
longer ewe’s wool rolags are
about 1%:" wide.



A Polypay ewe from Maplewood North ranch.

The resilient Polypay fleece is an ex-
cellent choice for these cuffs. The ewe’s
wool was fairly soft and slightly crisp.
If you can’t find any Polypay, card some
Targhee with Dorset wool for a similar
type of yarn. The lambswool was very
short (1% to 2 inches long) and soft.

To help it form the loops well, I spun it
with extra twist.

For the loop yarn, I handcarded 0.65
ounces (40 small rolags) of lambswool
and then spun and plied the wool on
my Lendrum double-treadle wheel at
12:1. T also handcarded the longer (32
to 4 inches) ewe’s wool, blending it with
a small amount of tussah silk. Carding
the wool was very quick and easy, al-
though I did a few more strokes than
usual to blend in the silk. I spun those
rolags on the Schacht Matchless, draft-
ing with a traditional woolen long draw
for a light, soft yarn.

Traditionally, this patterning was
used for mittens that needed to be ex-
tra warm and to have some cushioning.
The person whose chore it was to fetch
the water would definitely appreciate
this style of mittens. You could also add
loops inside caps or socks. I've found
a number of ways to add cushioning:

B
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short strands of yarn or fleece knitted
in individually, held and knitted into
a stitch with the working yarn; as well
as several looping stitches (either the
working yarn or a supplementary yarn
is wrapped around a finger or dowel as
a stitch is worked; loops almost always
form on the wrong side of the knitting);
and methods for stitching rows of loops
to finished pieces. These cuffs make a
good practice project for learning how
to add the loops and to get some profi-
ciency and speed before making a larger
project. At first, the looping is very
slow, but with practice, it gets faster
and easier. This winter youw'll be glad
you persevered.

The loop pattern is a multiple of 4

stitches and rows, but you can vary this.

It looks and works best if the loops are
evenly distributed and not more than

5 stitches, or about an inch, apart. You
can also stack the loops vertically in-
stead of staggering them. Unlike most
strand/fleece methods of lining mit-
tens that make a stitch shape on the
right side with the loop yarn, this tech-
nique leaves two horizontal bars across
a stitch wherever there is a loop on the
wrong side.

MAKING THE LOOPS

Wrap loop yarn around tip of left
needle counterclockwise (from back
to front over needle and then to back);
now hold left index finger behind tip
of left needle and wrap counterclock-
wise again (over finger and needle). Use
left hand little and ring fingers to hold
loop yarn at left on WS. Keeping index
finger in large loop, slip the two loops
on left needle and then next MC stitch
(all slipped purlwise) to right needle
and, inserting tip of left needle into the
loops, pass the two strands of loop yarn
over the slipped MC stitch. Release fin-
ger from large loop. Make sure that
the loops don’t pull out as you work
and that the strand between the loops
doesn’t pull in.

With MC (ewe’s yarn) and dpn, CO
49 sts (I used long-tail cast-on). Slip
first stitch to right needle and pass last
st cast on over it and then slide stitch
back to left needle = 48 stitches around
and joined. Work 5 rnds of k2, p2 rib-
bing and then knit 2 rounds.

Now begin loop pattern:

Rnd 1: *S1 3 purlwise, loop before next
st (see above); rep from * around.

Rnds 2—4: Knit with MC. Catch the
loop yarn at beginning of every oth-
er round to position it for next loop
round.

Rnd 5: *S1 1 purlwise, loop before next
st, sl 2 purlwise; rep from * around.

Rnds 6-8: Knit with MC (catching
loop yarn at beginning of alternate
rounds).

Repeat these 8 rounds to desired
length, ending last repeat on Rnd 3.
Work 5 rnds k2, p2 ribbing and then
bind off loosely. Weave in all yarn tails
on WS.

Make both cuffs alike. 38

Carol Rhoades won't be hauling water to her
home in Madison, Wisconsin, but she will keep
her wrists warm with these cuffs when she shov-
els snow this winter.
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HANDSPUN GALLERY OF
Jane’s Half Gloves

he contributors to this gallery project all live in or near Madison,

Wisconsin, and meet occasionally to compare knitting projects. One
evening, Jane Dymond was knitting some half gloves that they admired
because of the simple but effective stitch technique. They suggested that
she submit the design to a knitting magazine, and then Carol Huebscher
Rhoades, Spin-Off’s technical editor, said, “What a good Spin-Off project.”
Jane is just learning to spin, Elizabeth Prose has been spinning for three
years, Eileen Pierce and Carol are longtime spinners, while Ann Nelson
and Libby Becker are focusing on honing their knitting skills. The proj-
ect was an incentive to develop spinning skills for two of the knitters, a
chance for the more experienced spinners to experiment, and an entice-
ment for the nonspinners to try handspun yarn.
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Fingerless Gloves
(PATTERN BY JANE DYMOND)

Wind yarn into a ball so that you can
pull one end from the center and one
from the outside. The gloves are knitted
in the round with alternating strands
held as for Fair Isle, not as for two-end
knitting (the yarns do not twist around
each other). There are several possible
ways to control the yarns. Everyone ex-
cept Carol knitted with one strand in
each hand, alternating throwing with
the right and left hands; Carol held both
yarns in the left hand and worked in
Continental-style two-color stranded
knitting.

Cast on an even number of stitches
over one double-pointed needle (dpn),
beginning with a slipknot with both
strands of yarn. Insert thumb and index
finger between the strands as for long-
tail cast-on and then cast on with one
strand over the thumb and the other
over the index finger. Decide about fit—
loose over culff to fit hand or fitted cuff
and a little tight over bottom of hand—
and adjust the number of sts according-
ly. This pattern is easily adjustable for
variability in sizing, yarn, and needles.

CO 72 (adjust the CO for gauge and
desired fit). After casting on desired
number of sts, slide slipknot off, di-
vide sts over three or four double-point-
ed needles and join, being careful not to
twist cast-on row. Knit around, alternat-
ing strands, until mitt is desired length
to thumbhole.

Thumbhole: For right hand, place
first 16 sts (or about 22 percent of to-
tal stitch count) of round on a hold-
er (for left hand, place the last 16 sts,
or 22 percent, of the round), CO the
same number of sts over the gap, and
continue until mitt reaches base of fin-
gers or desired length. Bind off. Weave
in yarn tails, including those from origi-
nal slipknot.



JANE DYMOND

Jane Dymond has knitted sever-
al of these fingerless gloves, usually in
sportweight yarn in one color. For this
pair, she decided to try a heavier yarn
that included mohair. She wanted to try
out a horizontal design feature to con-
trast with the vertical lines. She cast on
44 stitches with long-tail cast-on, using
both strands of yarn held together for
each stitch, and then knitted two rows
in garter stitch using only one strand of
yarn before joining and dividing onto
three double-pointed needles. She knit-
ted 16 rounds in the Fair Isle technique,
then knitted one round using both
strands held together, purled one round
with both strands, and then knitted a
round with both strands together. She
then knitted 5 rounds in pattern using
only one strand in each hand. She
followed this with knitting 1 round
holding both strands together. On
the following round, she bound off 8
stitches for the thumbhole using both
strands, then continued the round,
purling with both strands. She knitted
the next round with both strands and
cast on 8 stitches where she had bound
them off the round before. She then
knitted 16 rounds in pattern (using one

Project Notes

Fiber: 4 oz 80% Merino/20% kid mohair
top (Castile, purchased from www
.huacayamoon.com).

Preparation: Top separated into staple-
length segments.

Drafting method: Short backward
draw from the fold.

Wheel: Schacht Matchless.

Wheel system: Double drive.

Ratio (singles/plying): 9:| singles; | |:1
plying.

Singles direction spun: Z.

Singles twists per inch: 10| .
Singles wraps per inch: 22.

Twist angle: 21°.

Number of plies: 2.

Plied direction spun: S.

Plied twists per inch: 4-5.

Plied wraps per inch: |6.

Total yardage: 267.

Yards per pound: |,068.

Yarn classification: Worsted.
Yardage used: |40.

Needles: US. size 7 set of 4 dpn.
Gauge: 6 sts and 6 rows = |" (gauge in
stockinette before finishing: 5% sts = |").

Finished size: 8" circumference, 7/4"
long.

strand in each hand), followed by one
knit round using both strands, and
finished with a purled bind-off using
both strands.

While the double-stranded bind-off
and cast-on for the thumb are helpful,
the yarn is too soft to show off the
vertical pattern.

Jane Dymond has been knitting since she was five,
following in her mother's footsteps. She loves knit-
ting with and being inspired by friends. She is now
learning to spin, kindly coached by Carol, Eileen,
and Elizabeth.
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LIBBY BECKER

Libby Becker is a relatively new knit-
ter and a nonspinner. This project was
an opportunity to learn a new knitting
technique as well as to use handspun
yarn. Carol spun a luxurious blend of
cashmere, silk, and Merino, which Lib-
by found to be extraordinary to knit
with. Smooth, incredibly soft, with a
lovely sheen, it was a real pleasure to
touch and knit. She will definitely seek
out handspun for another project.

The two-handed stranded knitting
technique proved to be a struggle. Lib-
by held one strand in each hand and

"N
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found that the lack of coordination and
inability to maintain yarn tension, dem-
onstrated by the limp drape of yarn over
the left forefinger, was frustrating in the
extreme. With encouragement and ad-
vice from experienced friends to be pa-
tient and keep trying, she found that
within an inch or so, the technique was
indeed possible, and by the time she
reached the thumbhole, it was much
easier. By the end of the first mitt, she
felt competent.

Libby cast on 48 stitches with a sin-
gle strand and knitted back and forth in
stockinette stitch for 7 rows using the

|

smallest size needles, then joined

to work in the round, switching to a
32" U.S. size 6 circular needle for the
magic-loop method, joining in the sec-
ond strand of yarn at the same time.
She did paired increases up to 60 stitch-
es over the next 10 rounds and then
switched to U.S. size 7 needles for the
remainder of the mitt. The result was
a wider hand over a fitted wrist. The
thumbhole was done with a 10-stitch
slip-stitch bind-off and a long-tail cast-
on over the gap.

Project Notes

Fiber: 1.85 oz Lambspun roving, www
lambspun.com, Suede colorway, 33%
each cashmere, silk, Merino wool.Yarn
spun by Carol.

Preparation: None.

Drafting method: Short backward
draw.

Wheel: Schacht Matchless.
Wheel system: Double drive.
Ratio (singles/plying): 9:1 singles;
[1:1 plying.

Singles direction spun: Z
Singles twists per inch: [0-1I.
Singles wraps per inch: 20.
Twist angle singles: 10°.
Number of plies: 2.

Plied direction spun: S.

Plied twists per inch: 6-7.
Plied wraps per inch: [4-15.
Total yardage: |85.

Yards per pound: |,600.

Yarn classification: Sportweight.
Yardage used: 28.

Needles: US. size 4 for the cast-on
and the seven stockinette rows; 32"
circulars, U.S. size 6 for the wrist and
size 7 for remainder of mitt.

Gauge: 6/ sts and 62 rows in pat-
tern = |",

Finished size: 7)2" circumference,
7" long.



Project Notes

Fiber: 7.35 oz Coopworth (purchased
from Hidden Valley Farm and Woolen Mill,
www.hiddenvalleyfarmwoolenmill.com).
Yarn spun by Eileen.

Preparation: Roving.
Drafting method: American long draw.
Wheel: Louet S10.

Wheel system: Bobbin drive.
Singles direction spun: Z
Singles twists per inch: 6.
Singles wraps per inch: 22.
Twist angle plied yarn: |5°.
Number of plies: 2.

Plied direction spun: S.
Plied twists per inch: 3.
Plied wraps per inch: |4.
Total yardage: 468.

Yards per pound: |,020.
Yarn classification: Worsted.

Yardage used: 83.

Needles: US. sizes 4 and 6, sets of 4 dpn.

Gauge: 7 stsand 7 rows = |".

Finished size: 6)4" circumference,
6" long.

ANN NELSON

Ann Nelson purchased the
Coopworth wool roving at the Wiscon-
sin Sheep and Wool Festival from Carol
Wagner, festival organizer and co-owner
of Hidden Valley Farm and Woolen Mill
in Valders, Wisconsin. Eileen Pierce
spun the fiber into a delicate yarn. Ann
wanted a snug fit and a dressy look for
indoor wear during Wisconsin win-
ters. She used U.S. size 4 needles for
the first 172 inches and then switched
to U.S. size 6 needles for the remaining
412 inches. A relatively new knitter, Ann
used an elegant picot bind-off, demon-
strated by knitting instructor Elizabeth
Prose, to complete her mitts.
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Fiber: 7 oz 78% red alpaca/22%
moorit Shetland wool pin-drafted roving
(purchased from BrambleWool Farm,
www.sawmat.com).

Preparation: Quick opening of roving
with flick of wrist.

Drafting method: American long draw.

Wheel: Schacht Matchless.
Wheel system: Double drive.
Ratio (singles/plying): 9:1 (both).
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Project Notes

Singles direction spun: Z.
Singles twists per inch: |0.
Singles wraps per inch: [9.
Twist angle: 20°.

Number of plies: 2.

Plied direction spun: S.
Plied twists per inch: 4-5.

Plied wraps per inch: |3.

EILEEN PIERCE

Eileen Pierce is the girl with the spin-
ning wheel tattoo! An Ashford Tradi-
tional on her right ankle, to be specific.
But nowadays she spins on a single-
treadle Schacht Matchless. The warm
red/brown of this alpaca/Shetland wool
pin-drafted roving from BrambleWool
Farm caught her eye at the Door Coun-
ty Shepherd’s Market. The semiworsted
handspinner’s roving was a joy to spin,
requiring a mere flick of the wrist be-
forehand to loosen it up. Z-twist sin-
gles spun long draw were gently plied
S-twist resulting in a puffy, round two-
ply yarn. Eileen soaked the skeins with
Orvus Paste, rinsed with a touch of lav-
ender essential oil, and then twirled the
skeins overhead to release the excess
water before setting them on a wooden
rack to dry.

After casting on 42 stitches and knit-
ting 4 rounds, Eileen placed Czech glass
beads size 2° on every third stitch using
a “hook” of beading wire. The elastic
rib-textured fabric resulting from knit-
ting stockinette two-handed was a love-
ly surprise. To stabilize the thumbholes,
Eileen added a round of single crochet.
After soaking the mitts in lavender wa-
ter, she set them on a towel to air-dry.
Inspired by the two-handed knitting
practice these mitts provided, Eileen is
ready to launch a new Fair Isle project.

Total yardage: 348.

Yards per pound: 795.

Yarn classification: Worsted.
Yardage used: |05.

Needles: US.size 5 set of 4 dpn.
Notions: 14 size 2° glass beads.
Gauge: 6 sts and 6 rows = |".

Finished size: 6)4" circumference,
7" long.



Gemini Fibres
For All Your Fibre-art Needs

for more info
visit our web site
L)

5 Www.geminifibres.com
or contact:

geminifibres@interhop.net
905-473-1033
1-800-564-9665

www.makelyarns.ca

84| |Ist Avenue NE
Calgary, AB
T2E 0C2
Canada

403.802.4770
info@makelyarns.ca

basketry

book arts
dyeing
knitting
\' papermaking
spinning
surface design
textile arts
weaving

ol
Works®

4717 Brooklyn Ave NE ¢ Seattle, WA 98105

supplies/ classes/books

web site: www.weavingworks.com ® e-mail: weavingworks@speakeasy.net

orders: 1-888-524-1221 info: (206) 524-1221 fax: (206) 524-0250

Protect and Organize Your Back Issues

Keep this valuable source of information fresh and available for
reference. Slipcases are library quality. Constructed with heavy
bookbinder’s board and covered in a rich flag blue leather grained
material. A gold label with the Spin-Off logo is included.
One - $15 Three - $40  Six - $80
Add $3.50 per slipcase for P&H - USA orders only.
Send to: TNC Enterprises Dept. SOP

P.O. Box 2475

Warminster, PA 18974
Enclose name, address (No P.O. boxes please) and payment with your order.
PA residents add 6% sales tax. You can even call 215-674-8476 to order by phone.
Credit Card Orders: Visa, MC, AmEx accepted. Send name, number, exp. date and signature.

To Order Online: www.tncenterprises.net/sop

“Daynes
Colonial
Spinning
Wheel

(Established 1974)

change Flyer
¢ Built-in Lazy
Kate
e Very easily
assembled
* Unfinished or Polished
* Single or double Treadle
¢ Handcrafted by “Skilled
Craftsmen for Crafts People”

world wide

Partly assembled kit insured,
post free.

For full price list and brochure of Wheels
and Accessories, please write, fax, or
email to —

BAYNES SPINNING WHEELS
20 Gordons Road, P.O. Box 218
Ashburton, New Zealand

Fax +64 3 308-6884

Email: baynes @ashburton.co.nz
Website: www.spinning.co.nz

Watson Wheels

James B. and Andrew J. Watson

Handmade Spinning Wheels in Cherry or
Walnut wood, oil finished.

Other woods available by request

8542 Emard Terr. North Saanich,
BC V8L 1K3 Canada
Tel or Fax (250) 656 6522

e-mail : watsonwheels@shaw.ca

web : www.watsonwheels.com
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ELIZABETH PROSE

Elizabeth was very excited when
Ann offered this lovely Lorna’s Lac-
es hand-dyed fiber to be used for the
fingerless glove project. As soon as she
held this fiber, she knew it would make
a gorgeous self-striping thick-and-thin
singles.

A relatively new spinner, Elizabeth
had been practicing spinning thinner
and more even yarns for the last couple
of years. She had been warned by spin-
ning friends and instructors that once
you learn how to spin fine and even
yarns, it is harder to go back to spin-
ning the thick-and-thin yarns you spun
when first learning to spin. So her chal-
lenge was to consciously spin a softly
spun thick-and-thin yarn like some of
the millspun yarn she favors as a hand-
knitter.

Elizabeth wanted to maintain the in-
tegrity of the long color sequences of
the fiber, so she did not predraft, but
rather hand-fluffed and spun directly
from the top. She was surprised at how
mindful she needed to be while spin-
ning to preserve the uneven quality of
the yarn. She noticed that if she let her
thoughts drift, her yarn became more
even. After spinning the singles, she
set the twist in a warm, soapy bath and
very gently hand-agitated the water to
help the fibers lock together.

Elizabeth used the magic-loop
method, held one yarn in each hand,
and adjusted the pattern to
suit her yarn and gauge. She
cast on 44 stitches and worked
in pattern for 2 inches. When
she reached the wrist, she in-
creased 4 stitches (2 stitches on
either side of the last stitch of the
round), maintaining the pattern Drafting method: Short forward
as set. draw.

Wheel: Schacht Matchless double
treadle.

Fiber: 4.8 oz Lorna’s Laces Wool Top,
www.lornaslaces.net, #64 Gold Hill.

Preparation: Combed wool top.

Wheel system: Double drive.
Ratio: 9:1.
Singles direction spun: Z

Singles twists per inch: Varies.
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Project Notes

Singles wraps per inch: 9.
Twist angle: Varies.

Total yardage: 234.

Yards per pound: 780.

Yarn classification: Light worsted.
Yardage used: | |0.

Needles: US.size 5 circular, 32"

Gauge: 6% sts and 6% rows =
in stitch pattern (unstretched).

Finished size: 7/4" circumference,
774" long.



GAIL WHITE
Ozark Carding Mill, LLC

524 N. 2nd Ave., Durant, OK 74701
580.745.9734

whitegf@earthlink.net
www.ozarkcarding.com

We are a full service mill,
raw fiber to yarn and

everything in between!
Save 15%, see our website!!

www.blackberry-ridge.com

For a free Service Brochure, contact us at: !
3776 Forshaug Road, Mt. Horeb, WI 53572 /

Yarn Samples $7.00

Blackberry Ridge
Woolen Mill, LLC

Custom Spinning is our Specialty

For a complete listing of services
and our yarns and patterns,

visit our website at:

(608) 437-3762

( MAFA'S WORKSHOP WEEKEND |

July 7-10, 2011
Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, PA
Choose from 29 intensive, 16-hour hands-on workshops
in spinning, weaving and dyeing including novice classes.

Featured Instructors:

= R.H. LINDSAY COMPANY

WOOL MERCHANTS

rhlindsaywool.com

Unspun wool for craft applications.
Send $10.00 for Sample Cards

Sharon Alderman- Jason Collingswood:+ Tom Knisely
Virginia West+ Heather Winslow « Su Butler - Betty Vera, and others

l Registration brochures available at: WWW.MAFAFIBER.ORG beginning Dec. 1, 2010 ‘

Mid - Atlantic Fiber Association

\

For information contact:
mafa2011@mafafiber.org

J)

16 Mather St., Boston MA 02124
Telephone (617) 288-1155 ¢ Fax (617) 288-1050

e-mail wool@rhlindsaywool.com

Wontasy Fiher,

LLC

CUSTOM CARDING
DEHAIRING & SPINNING

CARDING--$6.40/#, finished weight

TEASING/BLENDING--$ 3.00/4#,
finished weight

SPINNING--

$25.00/# 2ply worsted weight
$27.00/# 2ply sport weight
$ 30.00/# 2ply lace weight
$26.00/4# 3ply bulky weight
$28.00/# 3ply sport weight

WASHING--$5.00-$ 7.00/#,

incoming weight

DEHAIRING--priced according to fiber

type and charged on incoming weight

9190 S. Centennial Lane
Canby, OR 97013
503-263-4902

www.fantasyfibers.com
ffibers@web-ster.com
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CAROL HUEBSCHER RHOADES

After considering several strategies
for a striped pattern, Carol settled on
an idea with a little spinning challenge.
She spun the solid blue for a fine two-
ply and then spun an S-twist singles
with the space-dyed fiber. Sampling re-
vealed that a singles about two-thirds
the diameter of the plied yarn worked
well. When knitting, Carol held the sin-
gles as the dominant yarn, which made
it look thicker. To keep the singles fine
enough without too much twist, she
predrafted very well and barely drafted
while spinning. The singles retained the
intense colors while the knitting struc-
ture allowed the two-ply to suppress the
natural biasing of the singles.

Carol cast on 72 sts with three-strand
German twisted cast-on (blue over the
thumb and alternating the two yarns
over the forefinger for the loops). When
she realized that the culff fit her wrist
but would be tight over her hand, she
added a thumb gusset. On every third

[ 10
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Project Notes

Fiber: Bluefaced Leicester top, | oz
indigo-dyed blue (www.averbforkeep
ingwarm.com) and 0.8 oz space-dyed
greens and blues (www.dyespot.com).

Preparation: Blue—stripped top into %"
wide strands; greens/blues—split /4 of top
width lengthwise and predrafted well.

Drafting method: Short forward draw
with open drafting triangle.

Wheel: Schacht Matchless.

Wheel system: Double drive.

Ratio (singles/plying): 9:| singles; | I:1
plying.

Singles direction spun: Z for 2-ply yarn,
S for singles.

Singles twists per inch: Blue—9;
greens/blues—S8.

Singles wraps per inch: Blue—30;
greens/blues—22.

round, she added a stripe of each color
by knitting into the side of each stitch
below the 2 center sts of the gusset.

After binding off the cuffs, Carol tight-

Twist angle: Blue—20°; greens/
blues—15°.

Plied direction spun: S.
Plied twists per inch: 7.
Plied wraps per inch: |6.

Total yardage: Blue—| |2; greens/

blues—116.
Yards per pound: Blue—1,792; greens/
blues—2,320.

Yarn classification: 2-ply sportweight;
singles fingering weight.

Yardage used: Blue—99; greens/
blues—91.

Needles: US. size |.5;US.size B or C
crochet hook.

Gauge: 10% sts and 8% rows = [".

Finished size: 7" circumference, 8" long.

ened the edge with 1 round single
crochet and 2 rounds slip stitch. The
color matching of the cuffs was totally
serendipitous.



Quality Fiber Processing

INTRODUCING
BLUEBONNET SPINNING
WHEEL COMPANY
SOLID HARDWOOD
TRADITIONALLY MADE
BEAUTIFULLY FINISHED
SAXONY, UPRIGHT, JUMBO g frame fo
£ ; producing beautiful fine spun yarns.
& TRAVEL WHEELS Ilinois Wool and Fiber Mill Ine.
ACCESSORIES 10828 Caledonia Road
MADE IN TEXAS Tl.ee”"' ; Belvidere, IL 61008

815.544.9582
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

bluebonnetspinning@sbeglobal.net

Toll free: 1.888.383.7455 Visit our website

www.treenwaysilks.com www.ilwoolfibermill.com
jane@ilwoolfibermill.com

www.bluebonnetwheels.com

Interweave Rits Holiday Gifis 2010 includes 60+ projects just right for gift giving,
technical tidbits, inspirational stories from knitwear designers, and more:

* BABY, BABY: Modern toys and garments for special kids.
* A LITTLE LACE: Beautiful wraps and scarves for festive days and evenings.
* SIMPLE COLOR: A variety of stash-busting projects that combine color
n unique and unexpected ways.
* BIG YARN, FAST KNIT: Lightning-fast projects just right
for last-minute gifts.
* Mob AccEssoRIES: Not your same old scarf! These projects
reinvent tried-and-true classics with innovative, intriguing knitting,
\ * KNITSPIRATIONS: Ideas for crafting with yarn when you’re short on time
* AND MORE!
5l

ﬂ-l@ INTERWEAVE INTERWEAVE KNITS HOLIDAY GIFTS 2010 IS AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 2010 AT YOUR LOCAL YARN SHOP,
N NEWSSTANDS, AND ONLINE AT INTERWEAVESTORE.COM

—I-
I interweavestore.com
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Call for entries In the Handspun Gallery of the Spring 2011

issue of Spin-Off, we'd like to showcase your version of
Stephenie Gaustad’s Helix Scarf, a free pattern that we've
posted on our website at spinoffmagazine.com/helixscarf, and invite you

to submit your entries.

Submissions must arrive in our office by Monday, December 13,2010.
Entries must be made from 100% of your handspun yarn. Keep track of your spinning
details by filling out the spinning details form included in the Helix Scarf Call for Entries,
posted on our website at spinoffmagazine.com/helixscarfcallforentries. If you
alter the knitted pattern, please keep track of the altered details with the Helix Scarf
pattern details form (also included in the call for entries).

Please download the Helix Scarf Call for Entries for all the details, including the mailing
address, spinning details form,and the Helix Scarf pattern details. If you're not able to
access the guidelines or pattern online, please send an SASE to:

Spin-Off

Helix Scarf Call for Entries
Interweave

201 East Fourth St.
Loveland, CO 80537-5655

Looking for the
Perfect Gift?

Focus
on CVM

are they
gmmnts?)pmn“g S et magazinelcom
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Original
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Tips and
Techniques

In Depth
Articles



Your Resource for the
Handmade Life

Essential Online and Offline Resources for Artists and Crafters

Inspiration, projects and patterns from top designers Immerse yourself in your passion for fiber

o Bl

Video & Television

Techniques from talented, well-known instructors Stay connected with your fiber community

' @

interweavestore.com

i

spinoffmagazine.com

.

"
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weavingtoday.com
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Interweave’s multi-media approach to fiber will keep
you in stitches with books, magazines, television shows, DVDs,
interactive online communities, eBooks, digital downloads,
eMags, and online shopping experiences.

5 INTERWEAVE com




P R EM T E R

CALL FOR ENTRIES

EQUIPMENT

ki A"’é“"‘“Arts

May 26-28, 2011, Albuquerque, NM
Call to Entries Deadline
March 1, 2011
info@fiberartsfiesta.org
www.fiberartsfiesta.org

Indigo Hound

Wool Combs
SINCE 1987

*English Wool Combs —
(4 & 5 pitch, Fine & Regular, Also 6 pltch)

*Viking® Wool Combs
Standard, Fine, Double Row & Comblings®

*Doukhobor® Combs
*]I-it® & Wool Hackles| /7
*Wheels & Looms S

) ) . \\y‘ 2367 Bryansville Rd « Delta « PA « 17314

INDIGE

A00SD M 717 « 456 +7645

EQUIPMENT

EQUIPMENT

EQUIPMENT/INSTRUCTION

T Fostering the Growth of Fiber Art:
-Retail Shop/Online Sales
~WeaV|ng/Spmnlng/Dyemg/Flbers
@] C -Classes/Workshops
-Weaving/Surface Design Studios

'E'lEJ)((;'I'EINLE 1510 Jacobs Dr., Eugene, Oregon

CENTER 541-688-1565
info@eugenetextilecenter.com

HWHN www.eugenetextilecenter.com

EQUIPMENT

SPINDLEWOOD CO

We specialize in fine hand Spindles, crafted
from Domestic or Exotic Hardwoods made
to your preference.

503.838.3388
WWW.SPINDLEWOODCO.COM

EQUIPMENT

KCL WOODS

"TOOLS FOR THE FIBER ARTIST"

. KEN & CAROL

» .. WWW.KCLWOODS.COM

520.744.1828
LEDBETTER CgLi: 520.609.1039

PAT GReeN CARDERS LTD.

48793 Chilliwack Lake Road
Chilliwack, B.C., Canada V4Z 1A6
Telephone 604-858-6020

SEE OUR WEBSITE: patgreencarders.com
for photos and details about:

* the MOTORIZED FANCICARD -
* the MOTORIZED THREE-DRUM SUPERCARD -
+ DEB’S DELICATE DELUXE CARDER -
+ the FAMOUS TRIPLE PICKER -+

CALL PAULATOLL FREE 877-898-2273

for prices, free brochure, or for
information about our equipment.

Knitting Abbreviations

*—repeat all instructions between *
beg—begin(ning)

BO—bind off
cn—cable needle
CO—-cast on

dec—decrease

dpn—double-pointed needles

inc—increase

k—knit

k1f&b—knit 1 into front and back of st

kfbf—knit 1 into front and back and
front of st

k2tog—knit 2 together

M1—make 1 by picking up loop
between 2 sts, place on left needle
and k into back of loop

M1L—work same as M1

M1R—make 1 by picking up loop
between 2 sts, place on left needle
and k into front of loop

p—purl
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pm—place markerpsso—pass slipped
stitch over

p2tog—purl 2 together

rem—remain(ing)

rep—repeat

rnd(s)—round(s)

RS—right side

sl—slip

sl 1, k2tog, psso—slip 1 st, knit 2
together, pass slipped st over the knit-
ted decrease still on right-hand needle

S2kpo—SI 2 sts kwise, k1, pass both
slipped sts over the st just worked
(double-decrease worked)

ssk—slip 1 kwise (twice), place on left
needle and knit together through
back loops

st(s)—stitch(es)

tbl—through the back loop

WS—wrong side

wyb—with yarn in back

wyf—with yarn in front

yo—yarnover

Crochet Abbreviations

ch—chain

dc—double crochet

dc 2 tog—*yarn over hook, hook under
loop of next st, wrap yarn and draw
through, yarn over hook and draw
through first 2 loops on hook; rep
from *, end with yarn over hook, and
draw it through all 3 loops on hook

dtr—double treble crochet

rep—repeat

sc—single crochet

sl st—slip stitch

sp—space

st(s)—stitch(es)

tr—treble crochet

Spinning Abbreviations

bpi—bumps per inch
tpi—twists per inch
wpi—wraps per inch
ypp—yards per pound
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Wiscomnsin Spin-In 2011
April 7-9
Sharing the Knowledge of Fiber Arts
/ Schauer Arts Center, Hartford, WI
w— = S Sponsored by Friendly Feisty Fiber Guild
. 2 [ 1 Contact Luci Williams, Sheeping Beauty Fibre Arts
. Fiberfest v (262) 623-0244 Wwww.wispinin.org
£ www.sheepingbeautyfibrearts.com

MAY 20-22,2011

www. beesybee.etsy.com w
Hand dyy(ric: roving, @(ﬁ Jee ﬁ}'ﬂf‘l-’ﬁ Visit the new AbstractFiber.com
" < Y 1o see all our colors and fibers.
Luscious blends. -~

Mention this ad and receive a 10
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_.f.mcrﬁ.se Hand-Painted Yarn & Fiber
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EVENTS FIBERS FIBERS
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FIE; t Specializing in
ven . '
at Greencastle B3 mHaB?amote dFCIOESe s
Putnam County Fairgrounds for Your Pleasure {
Greencastle, Indiana

April 15 & 16, 2011
1:00 pm to 7:00 pm Friday New Winter
9:00 am to 5:00 pm Saturday Colors
*Free Admission & Parking* are arri

VENDORS + WORKSHOPS « COMPETITIONS 530.647.1183

E_I TheFiberEvent.com I_E www.lisa 1t.com
FIBERS FIBERS FlEERe
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i\ N TWEAR AND DYFWORKS

BEAUTIFUL HAND-DYED
FIBER AND YARNS

Fleeces, rovings,
batts, combed top,
'  yarn, pelts, gifts, fiber
> _art, art and craft

" works, and much

Fire Ant Ranch sicetssz

ry Festivals, Retreats and on the Web
www.fireantranch.com
fireantranch.etsy.com

suzanne@fireantranch.com 512-868-8695
Fibers, Yarns, Specialty Items and Modern Equipment

"’ more.

FIBERS Our 46 farms offer the products from
Wisty Meadow Alpdeds their sheep, fiber goats, alpacas, and
angora rabbits. From cashmere to
Faney Fikers & Yarns pillows, hand lotion to rainbow fleeces.
Weven Rayg Rugs. Pldecemdls Buy your fiber right from the farm.
) & lobs morel!l Welcome to
www.mistymeadowalpacas.com Www.Or nWool m
302-381-6062 \_ WUTESOINIROOLELD i .
FIBERS FIBERS FIBERS

WHEELS « CARDERS « COMBS
FIBERS + BOOKS + DYES + CLASSES

Stomy Mountain Fibers

N\

teRopaleHare

434-295-2008
939 Hammocks Gap Road
Charlottesville, VA 22911
www.StonyMountainEibers.com

FINE HAND DYED YARNS & FIBERS

‘ 707.579.2344 royalehare.com
Excellént Pricd 30 . karen@royalehare.com
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www.wemercantile.com
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"\% Baynes Wheels
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Mo d Dyed Fibers/Yarns
. Spindles & Stools by Jim
X ~.> www.spinningbunny.com
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\* New Zealand Gotland Ewe & Lamb Locks
o Greener Shade Dyes ~ Unicorn Fibre Wash 2
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Dakota
Carding Wools, Exotics, Color & Fiber Blends
Small orders welcome.
605.228.9199 40053 James Rd., Groton, SD 57445 2
www.dakotacardingandwool.com f

LITERATURE

Three Wekers, Farm,

Simply Essential

Luscious Hand Painted Fibers
Delightful Goat’s Milk Soaps

www.threewatersfarm.com
LITERATURE

New Zealand Fleeces
Beautiful, clean, heavily skirted, top quality
spinning fleeces, White and Coloured.
Merino - Polworth - Corriedale - Romney
Samples $3, Check, VISA, MasterCard
STUART ALBREY, ARNO RD. 9, WAIMATE N.Z.
S.S.Albrey @xtra.co.nz
www.fffnz.com

SUPPLIES

The § Spinning Wheel Sleuth

A Newsletter About Spinning Wheels
and Related Tools
$24/4 issues ($28 Canada, $35 international)

Sample $3.50

Hand Looms Supplements

Postcards of Rare &
Unusual Spinning Wheels

PO Box 422, Andover, MA 01810
(978) 475-8790 ffw@spwhsl.com

www.spwhsl.com

$15 per year
in the USA
For a free
sample issue,

s 1)
Black Sheep
Newsletter

Subscribe to the
Black Sheep Newsletter
A magazine for shepherds
and fiber enthusiasts

mention this ad.

25455 NW Dixie Mtn Rd * Scappoose, OR 97056
503-621-3063 * bsnewsltr@aol.com
blacksheepnewsletter.net

Fm the makers of the ..
eavy Duty Ball Winder~ :
The

Heavy Duty
Swift &

nitknacks.com

Nancy’s Knit Knacks

800-731-5648 |

et
"Rt
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SUPPLIES

L
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>/ ¢

SUPPLIES

addi Lace

The perfect choice for
intricate stitches and
lace knitting!

Sz
2Ans

www.skacelknitting.com

TRAVEL

Learn-to-Spin

The
Splnneré Vacation Workshops

Sea breezes, Tranquil setting...

Loft4@

Ph:1(902) 889 2829

www.thespinnersloft.ca
1626 West Jeddore Road, Head of Jeddore, Nova Scotia, BOJ 1P0

YARNS

4" CUAMELEON

v

{ o
¢ CoLORWORKS ¥

Treasure their art.
Value their health!
End the pain!

www.synergoarts.org
(520) 400-1017
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Arizona

THE SPINSTER—KINGMAN
www.spinsterinkingman.com

Ashford, Louet, and Schacht equipment. Yarns,
fibers, dyes, books, and supplies. Expert staff and
classes.

116 N. 4th St.

FIBER FACTORY—MESA
www.fiberfactory.com

The Southwest's most complete yarn shop.
Fiber, accessories, equipment, and classes for
handspinning, felting and knitting.

216 W, Main St. (480) 969-4346

GRANDMA’S SPINNING WHEEL—TUCSON
www.grandmasspinningwheel.com

Fiber arts supplies and classes for spinning, knitting,
weaving, fetting and beading. Authorized dealer for
Majacraft, Ashford, Louet, Schacht, Kromski, and
Spinolution wheels, looms and other products.

6544 E.TanqueVerde, Ste. 150 (520) 290-3738

UNIQUE DESIGNS BY KATHY WITHERS
—TUCSON

www.uniquedesignsbykathy.com

Unique handspun yarns—alpaca, llama, mohair, an-
gora, and wool from a working fiber ranch. Class-
es and supplies: spinning, knitting, crocheting, wet
and nuno felting.
4010W. Palo Seco

Cahform’a

ALPACA DIRECT—BRENTWOOD
www.AlpacaDirect.com

Huge selection of luxury yarn, roving, and knitting
supplies. Classes and support.

144 Continente Ave., Ste. 170 (925) 237-2575

THE YARN BOUTIQUE—LAFAYETTE
www.yarnboutique.us

Beautiful fibers; friendly, personal service; sensible
prices. Located in La Fiesta Square near Fed Ex/
Kinko's.

963-C Moraga Rd. (925) 283-7377

CAROLINA HOMESPUN—SAN FRANCISCO
www.carolinahomespun.com

Spinner’s Heaven—spinning wheels and spindles,
beautiful handmade tools, and fiber, fiber, fiber!
Plus yarn, weaving supplies, knitting needles, dyes,
kumihimo, felting tools, and more.

455 Lishon St. (800) 450-7786

THE VILLAGE SPINNING & WEAVING SHOP
—SOLVANG

www.villagespinweave.com

We've more than doubled our sizel More Looms!
More Wheels! More Yarns! More Books! More
of Everything! Located in the Danish village of
Solvang. 9:30-5:30 Mon—Sat (closed Tue), | 1:00—
5:00 Sun. villagespinweave@earthlink.net.

425 Alisal Rd. (805) 686-1192
order line (888) 686-1192

(928) 753-3660

(520) 572-3758

PURLESCENCE YARN—SUNNYVALE
www.purlescenceyarns.com

Purlescence Yarns is Silicon Valley's source for
spinners. We carry Ashford, Louet, and Schacht.
We offer service and repair for most wheels.

586 S. Murphy Ave. (408) 735-9276
Colorado

GYPSY WOOLS—BOULDER
www.gypsywools.com

Specializing in natural fibers, hand-dyed, hand-
painted, and natural color. Exotics, rare, and her-
itage breed fibers, unusual custom spun yarns.
We're not your average yarn store.

1227 Spruce St. (303) 442-1884

GREEN VALLEY WEAVERS & KNITTERS LLC
—COLORADO SPRINGS
www.greenvalleyweavers.com

Still the best place to get your knit on! Supplies
and classes, looms and wheels for the knitter; spin-
ner, or weaver. Open T 10-7,W,Th, F 10-5 and
Sat 9—4; e-mail info@greenvalleyweavers.com.

2115W. Colorado Ave. (719) 448 9963

TABLE ROCK LLAMAS FIBER ARTS STUDIO
INC.—COLORADO SPRINGS
www.tablerockllamas.com

Get your fiber fanatic fix here! Meet all your
needs for knitting, crochet, spinning, weaving, felt-
ing, plus acid and natural dyes. tablerockllamas@
msn.com.

6520 Shoup Rd.

DESERT WEYR LLC—PAONIA
www.desertweyr.com

Black Welsh Mountain fleece, roving, yarn, and
breeding stock. Farm tours by appointment.

16870 Garvin Mesa Rd. (970) 527-3573

Florida

UNCOMMON THREADS—PALM HARBOR
www.uncommonthreads.net

Catering to the fiber arts of spinning, weaving,
knitting, crocheting, and beading, with a wide vari-
ety of yarns and fibers ranging from basic to funky.
E-mail uncommonthreads@tampabay.rncom.

31962 US. 19 N. (727) 784-6778

Illinois

THE FOLD—MARENGO
www.thefoldatmc.net

Diverse selection of fibers from raw and washed
wool through rovings and tops in natural and rain-
bow colors and all the tools and books needed
for spinning.

3316 Millstream Rd. (815) 568-5730

SHEPHERDWOODS FARM—MARSEILLES
www.shepherdwoodsfarm.com

We raise Shetland Sheep, sell fleeces, roving, yarn,
registered breeding stock, Schacht and Louet
products, Brittany needles, Nancy Lindberg pat-
terns, Harrisville products, and handmade items.

3410 E. 2375 Rd. (815) 496-2628

(866) 495-7747

WOOL, WARP & WHEEL—RICHMOND
www.woolwarpandwheel.com

Spinning, weaving, and knitting supplies and equip-
ment. We feature looms and yarns by Harrisville
Designs and Baynes Spinning Wheels. Open Tue—
Fri 7 pm.to 9:30 p.m,; Sat-Sun 10-5.

5605 Mill St. (815) 678-4063

KAREN POULAKOS FIBER ARTS STUDIO
—SPRINGFIELD

www.artofspinning.com

Offering:spinning wheels and accessories, carding
equipment, looms, books, DVD's, a wonderful se-
lection of fiber, and more. Authorized dealer for
Fricke, Kromski, Schacht, and Strauch.

Open by appt. (217) 787-6589

Indiana

SHEEP STREET FIBERS
—MARTINSVILLE/MORGANTOWN
www.sheepstreet.com

Fine yarns and equipment for knitting, weaving,
spinning. Schacht, Reeves, Ashford, Louet wheels,
looms, books, Shetland sheep, large selection of
fleeces, natural and painted rovings.

6535 State Rd. 252 (812) 597-5648

THE TRADING POST FOR FIBER ARTS
—PENDLETON

www.tradingpostfiber.com

25 minutes NE of Indianapolis on a historic farm.
Shop for unique fibers, yarns, wheels, and accesso-
ries. Featuring Majacraft, Schacht, Crosspatch Cre-
ations/Three Bags Full, Fleece Artist, Sweet Grass
Wool, and more. Call or e-mail for appointment.
tradingpostfiber@aol.com.

(765) 778-3331

Kentucky

ENCHANTED YARN & FIBER
—RUSSELLVILLE
www.enchantedyarnandfiber.com

Offering natural yarns and fibers, spinning wheels,
spinning and knitting supplies, and unique hand-
crafted gifts.
399 C. Dodson Ln. (270) 772-1675

Maine
SPUNKY ECLECTIC SPIN STITCH AND
‘WEAVE—LISBON
www.spunkyeclectic.com
See our website for hours. We carry Schacht,
Louet, Fricke, Baynes, and several spindle com-
panies. Specializing in handpainted unique fibers
and yarns.
33 Webster Rd.

PORTLAND FIBER GALLERY &

WEAVING STUDIO—PORTLAND
www.portlandfibergallery.com

Our mission is to develop and support fiber art-
ists by providing materials, education, and inspira-
tion. Tue—Sun | [-5.

229 Congress St.

(207) 650-7214

(207) 780-1345

w
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Massachusetts

THE FIBER LOFT—HARVARD
www.TheFiberLoft.com
Spinning~Felting~Knitting~VWeaving. Serving fiber
enthusiasts for over 30 years.We have what you
need!

9 Massachusetts Ave. (Rt. 111)

Michigan

WOVEN ART—EAST LANSING
www.yarnandfiberart.com
Classes in weaving, spinning, knitting and crochet.
New and used floor and rigid-heddle looms and
spinning wheels. Excellent selection of artisan and
hand-dyed yarns and fibers.
325B Grove St.

LADY PEDDLER—HASTINGS
www.ladypeddler.info

Spinning wheels—Ashford and Louet; fibers—
wool, alpaca, wool blends, silk, and soy silk.
Hand-dyed yarns, commercial yarns, and knitting
needles.

142 E. State St.

SPINNING LOFT—HOWELL
www.thespinningloft.com

The best selection of spinning and felting fibers in
Michigan as well as a huge selection of spinning
wheels.Weaving and spinning classes to meet any
need. Bethsmithpink@sbcglobal.net.

123 Mason Rd. (517) 540-1344

HERITAGE SPINNING & WEAVING

—LAKE ORION

www.heritagespinning.com

Wide selection of spinning fibers, tools, books,
classes. Handpainted roving. Super friendly staff
and customers. Schacht, Ashford, Majacraft, Louet,
Kromski.

47 E. Flint St. (248) 693-3690

THE OLD FARM GIRL—WHITE CLOUD
www.oldfarmgirl.com

Specializing in spinning, weaving, and knitting sup-
plies and equipment. American-made natural
yarns, fibers, roving. Hand-dyed and hand-painted
yarns. Classes. Tue—Fri |0-5. Sat [0-2.

1970 N. Evergreen (M-37) (231) 689-KNIT

(978) 456-8669

(517) 203-4467

(269) 948-9644

Minnesota

SHELLEY’S YARNS & FIBER SHOPPE
—TAYLORS FALLS

www.eweyarns.com

Experience the coolest fiber shop around—in the
heart of downtown Taylors Falls, MN! Our shop
features a fabulous “fiber bar" hand-dyed wool
locks and roving from local farms, as well as yarns
and knitting/crochet supplies. Classes, too!

406 Bench St (651) 465-6588

ELLISON SHEEP FARM—ZUMBROTA
www.ellisonsheepfarm.com

Ashford, Glimakra, Kromski, Louet, Schacht. Also
used and antique wheels and looms. Please
phone before visiting the studio barn on the sce-
nic farm.

15775 Hwy. 60 (507) 732-5281

Missouri
JWRAYCO—NEVADA

WWW.jwrayco.com

Hand-painted yarns in sock, fingering, sport, and
worsted weights. Fibers. Weaving kits. Books, pat-
tern support, needles, notions, classes.

521 S.Iymn (417) 448-1677

Nebraska

THE PLUM NELLY—HASTINGS
www.theplumnelly.com

“Plum Nelly” means just about everything. In this
case everything a fiber artist needs—looms, spin-
ning wheels, fleece, yarn, shuttles, books, maga-
zines, classes. E-mail info@theplumnelly.com.

731 W, 2nd St. (402) 462-2490

New Hampshire
HARRISVILLE DESIGNS KNITTING AND
WEAVING CENTER—HARRISVILLE
www.harrisville.com
The most beautiful fiber shop in America, with
HD's full product line on display, spinning equip-
ment from Ashford, Kromski, Louet, fibers, yarns,
books, classes.

43 Main St. (603) 827-3333

THE FIBER STUDIO—HENNIKER
www.fiberstudio.com

Incredible selection of fibers: Merino batts and
rovings, Romney batts and rovings, exotic fibers,
fleeces. Spinning wheels and equipment, looms,
yarns for weaving and knitting.

161 Foster Hill Rd. (603) 428-7830

HODGEPODGE YARNS & FIBERS

—NEWPORT

www.hdgpdg.wordpress.com

Homespun yarns, local-grown fibers (raw and
processed), spinning wheels (Majacraft, Louet,

Ashford).We also carry a full line of knitting yarns

and supplies.

59 Belknap Ave. (603) 863-1470
New Jersey

WOOLBEARERS—MOUNT HOLLY

www.woolbearers.com

Full-service knitting, spinning, weaving, and dyeing

shop specializing in handpainted fiber and yarns,

spinning and weaving equipment.

90 High St. (609) 914-0003

New Mexico
THE ESPANOLA VALLEY FIBER ARTS
CENTER—ESPANOLA
www.evfac.org
Yarns, fibers, looms; weaving, knitting and spinning
supplies; books, dyes, and more. Cooperative gal-
lery.Year-round classes. Between Santa Fe and
Taos. E-mail info@evfac.org.
325 Paseo De Onate

New York

SUSAN’S SPINNING BUNNY—WEST DANBY
www.spinningbunny.com

Quality in your hands. Hand-dyed fibers and yarns,
Baynes spinning wheels, patterns, kits, spinning and
knitting accessories, needle felting supplies.

311B Tupper Rd. (866) 504-7236

North Carolina

EARTH GUILD—ASHEVILLE
www.earthguild.com

Fibers—plain and fancy, natural and dyed. Spinning
wheels, cards, carders, spindles. Natural and chem-
ical dyes and accessories. Wheel & drop-spindle
classes. For forty years.

33 Haywood St. (800) 327-8448

THREE WATERS FARM—CHAPEL HILL
www.threewatersfarm.com

A dose of local color! Handpainted fiber, yarn,
and Goat's Milk Soap from our farm! Supplies and
equipment for spinning, felting, and knitting. Inside
Yarn's Etc.. at Whole Foods Plaza.

99 South Elliott Rd. Ste. #2 (919) 928-8810

THE TAIL SPINNER—RICHLANDS
www.tail-spinner.com

Complete fiber-arts center: Quality yarns, spinning
wheels, looms, classes, related tools, and equip-
ment.

109 N.Wilmington St.

Ohio
FIBERWORKS—DAYTON (BEAVERCREEK)
www.fiberworksdayton.com
Fibers exotic and mundane, spinning and carding
equipment, knitting and felting needles, dyes, and
books galore. Custom handspun yarns. Mon |0—
8:30; Tue, Wed, Fri, 10-6; Thu 10-9; Sat, Sun |5,
or by appointment. fiberworksdayton@att.net.
1350A N Fairfield Rd. (937) 429-YARN (9276)

CRAFTSMAN HILL FIBERS—HOWARD
www.craftsmanhill.com

Quality yarns, fiber, and equipment for weavers,
knitters, and spinners; featuring Harrisville yarn,
Louet, Ashford, and Schacht equipment. Knowl-
edgeable and friendly service. Wide variety of
classes. New Location!

19785 Nunda Rd.

(505) 747-3577

(910) 324-6166

(866) 392-7724
(740) 599-7723
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SPIN A YARN FIBER GARDEN—MARION
www.spinayarnfibergarden.com

Hand-dyed yarns, fiber, roving, Ashford wheels,
looms, carding equipment, felting kits, dyes, books,
cascade, HiyaHiya, books, classes. Closed Sun, Mon.
(Charleston Place Shops).

187 W. Center St. (740) 382-6969
Oregon

WHITE HOUSE YARN & FIBER SHOP
—ONTARIO

Yarns and fibers, from alpaca to yak and every-
thing in between. Huge selection of needles, no-
tions, patterns, books, and inspiration! Unique gifts
and artwork for the fiber enthusiast. Our motto
is "Knitting ... It's cheaper than therapy!”

323 W, Idaho Ave. (541) 889-PURL (7875)

Pennsylvania

SILVERBROOK FIBER ARTS & SHEEPSKINS
—MARCHAND
www.silverbrookfiberarts-sheepskin.com
Schacht, Ashford, Louet wheels, looms, accesso-
ries; yarns, including Brown Sheep, Henry's Attic,
handspun, hand-dyed. Ten rooms in restored Vic-
torian home. Classes. Punxsutawney/Indiana area.
E-mail ginger@groundhog.net.

16040 USS. Hwy. Rt. 119 N. (724) 286-3317

NATURAL STITCHES—PITTSBURGH
www.naturalstitches.com

Best selection of natural fibers in Pittsburgh.
Knowledgeable staff. Open 7 days. Evenings, too!

6401 Penn Ave. (412) 441-4410

Tennessee

THREE CREEKS FARM—CHARLOTTE
www.3creeksfarm.com

We have Shetland and Icelandic fleeces and rov-
ing, Kromski spinning wheels, dyes, books, yarn,
spinning and felting supplies. Spinning lessons.
Open by appointment. E-mail tn3creeksfarm@
yahoo.com.

365 Peabody Rd.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN SPINNERY
—GATLINBURG
www.smokymountainspinnery.com

Come relax and shop in the comfortable sur-
roundings of Smoky Mountain Spinnery. Every-
thing for spinning, weaving, knitting, needle felting,
as well as antiques and gifts.
466 BrooksideVillage Wy., Ste. 8

(615) 789-5943

(865) 436-9080

Texas
ROSE PATH WEAVING—LINDALE
www.rosepath.net
In east Texas, just off 1-20 on Hwy. 69 N. Kromski
and Schacht spinning wheels and accessories.
Whole fleeces and roving in mohair, wool, and al-
paca from local producers.

2808 S. Main St., #E

YARNORAMA—PAIGE

www.yarnorama.com

We are a full-service yarn, spinning and weaving
shop.We carry a large selection of fibers, includ-
ing local exotics, wheels, looms and fiber prep
supplies.

130 Gonzales St.

(903) 882-3234

(512) 253-0100

Vermont
GOLDING FIBER TOOLS—SAXTONS RIVER
www.GoldingFiberTools.com
Hand-built, heirloom-quality spinning wheels, spin-
dles, weaving looms, and spinning/weaving acces-
sories.Visit our shop and showroom. Best to call
ahead. E-malil fibertools@vermontel.net.

849 Saxtons River Rd. Rt. 121 (800) 710-1872

Virginia
STONY MOUNTAIN FIBERS
—CHARLOTTESVILLE
www.StonyMountainFibers.com
Serving Spinners, Weavers, Knitters, Dyers, and
Felters with Equipment, Supplies, and Classes for
over 20 years. Check our website for all kinds of
specials!
939 Hammocks Gap Rd. (434) 295-2008

Washington
NW HANDSPUN YARNS—BELLINGHAM
www.NWHandspunYarns.com
Quality yarns, books, equipment, supplies for the
knitter; spinner, and weaver. Classes and gifts. Open
7 days a week.
1401 Commercial St.

PARADISE FIBERS—SPOKANE
www.paradisefibers.net
Unbeatable selection of quality spinning fibers and
spinning wheels. Check our bargain bin online for
specials or stop in. Same-day shipping. Shop on-
line!

1011 N.Thor St.

(360) 738-0167

(888) 320-7746

Wisconsin
THE WOOLGATHERERS—FOND DU LAC
www.woolgatherers.com
Weaving studio and fiber shop. Makers of Dutch-
Master table looms, spinning stools. Weaving,
spinning, fiber, knitting, needlework—convenient
downtown location. Individual instruction. Books.
Gallery. Fine fabrics.

35 N. Main St. (920) 907-0510

SHEEPING BEAUTY FIBRE ARTS
—HARTLAND
www.sheepingbeautyfibrearts.com

Sheeping Beauty is a “Fiber Art School” (retall
shop) with regular classes in spinning, weaving,
knitting, crocheting, and dyeing workshops right
on “the farm.”

W297 N9588 Hartley Rd. (262) 623-0244

THE DRAGONFLY YARN SHOP—JANESVILLE
www.dragonflyyarnshop.com
Wheels, spindles, fiber and accessories!

1327 N.Wright Rd., Ste. SA (608) 757-9228

MIELKE’S FIBER ARTS—RUDOLPH
www.mielkesfiberarts.com

Equipment, books, and supplies for weavers, spin-
ners, knitters, felters, and lacemakers. Dealers for
Ashford, Babes, Harrisville, Louet, Kromski, Schacht,
and more. Classes and workshops offered.

3086 Co. Rd. PP (715) 435-4494

Wyoming

THE FIBER HOUSE—SHERIDAN
www.thefiberhouse.com

Fleece to fashion and fun! Ashford and Kromski
wheels and looms. Our own Alpaca Bliss roving
and yarn. Books, notions, classes, and 30+ yarn
lines! E-mail info@fiberhouse.com.

146 Coffeen Ave. (307) 673-0383

Canada—British Columbia

TWIST OF FATE YARNS—KAMLOOPS
www.twistoffateyarns.com

Fine yarns, exquisite fibers, wheels, looms, and
more for spinners, knitters, weavers, dyers, felters,
and crocheters. Specializing in unique and indie
produced, but with all your favorites, too!

2020-F Falcon R. (778) 471-5562
Online

ENCHANTED KNOLL FARM
www.enchantedknoll.etsy.com

Spinning fibers made with love on our farm as
well as wheels, spinning/knitting notions and hand
dyed yarns. Also at www.enchantedknoll.com.

w
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Accessories

THE SHAWL PIN STORE—dozens
of styles. Prices start at $4.59. Beautiful
pins in wood, shell, horn, stone, inlay, metal,
and more. www.theshawlpinstore.com.

Book &Videos

SPINNING LLAMA AND ALPACA:
the best book since 1994, 3rd edition
with 5 fiber/yarn samples, including paco-
vicufa. $18 plus $2.50 shipping ($20.50
total), to Canada $3.25 shipping ($21.25
total, U.S. funds). Chris Switzer, 1236 Gla-
cier View Ln., Estes Park, CO 80517.

Equjpment

ADJUSTABLE TRIANGLE,
SQUARE, RECTANGLE LOOMS
for shawls, blankets, jackets, and more.
Unique. Simple. Adjustable sizes. Com-
plete instructions. Oak, maple, walnut,
cherry. Stand and accessories available.
Instructional Triangle Loom Weaving
Video, 90 minutes of basic and intermedi-
ate techniques, DVD $39.45 ppd. VHS
format special $32.45 ppd. 2' and 3' Trav-
el Tri-Looms, ministand, and new sturdy
travel bags also available. Carol Leigh’s
Hillcreek Fiber Studio, 7001 Hillcreek
Rd., Columbia, MO 65203. (800) TRI-
WEAV (874-9328), (573) 874-2233; we
accept MC/Visa, Discover; www.Hillcreek
FiberStudio.com.

TEXTEK TECHNOLOGIES, dedi-
cated to serving fiber processors—30
years of experience in fiber processing.
Textek will source, help install, commis-
sion fiber processing machinery, then
teach you how to get the best from your
investment. New or secondhand machin-
ery supplied. Machinery designed and
built for specific operation. Pickers, card-
ers, new “Microcard” under development,
dehairers, pin drafters, spinning, and ply-
ing, new yarn brushing machine now avail-
able, skein/cone winding. Contact
keithtex@gmail.com or call (905) 899-
4872. www.mkmachine.ca.

Events

7™ ANNUAL PITTSBURGH KNIT
& CROCHET FESTIVAL.. February
[1—-13, 2011, at the Four Points Sheraton,
North , Mars, PA 16046. www.pghknitand
crochet.com; (412) 963-7030. Classes,
demos, market, fashion show, trunk
shows. Free activity this year: Machine-
needlefelted pin. Nicky Epstein will fea-
ture a “Barbie Fashion Retrospective.”

COLUMBIA GORGE FIBER FESTI-
VAL. Hood River, Oregon. April |5—I7.
*Classes, Vendors & More* http.//www
Javendersheep.com/cgff.html . Hope to
See You Therel!

FIBER FEST/SPIN-IN. Portland, Indi-
ana, March I1—12. Spinners demonstrate
processing fibers into yarn, teach hands-
on classes in spinning, needlefelting, weav-
ing, quilting, rug hooking, chair caning,
sheep shearing, petting zoo, Collie dem-
onstrations, vendors, and food. Jay
County Fairgrounds. Information: (877)
726-4481, info@visitjaycounty.com,

Www.visitjaycounty
.com.

IOWA SHEEP and WOOL FESTI-
VAL—June [1-12, 2011I. Fiber arts and
more. Details at www.iowasheep.com or
call (515) 924-3050.

ROC DAY CELEBRATION—Ithaca,
NY. Black Sheep Handspinners’ Guild.
www.blacksheephandspinnersguild.org;
(607) 564-7178. January 8, 2011, 10 a.m.—
4 p.m. All Saints Parish Hall, 347 Ridge Rd.
(Rt. 34B) Lansing, NY 14882. Old-fash-
ioned fun, Spin-in, Vendors, Workshops,
Silent Auction.

SPRING FLING IN ALASKA.
Ravenstail Weaving, Felting, Knitting,
Fleece Rug Spinning, Viking Wire, Parka
Trim, Needlefelt. April 15—16, Wasilla.
Fibernicealaska@yahoo.com; www
Fibernicealaska.com.

Fibers

ABBY’S WONDERFUL CORMO
TOP & CALIFORNIA RED ROV-
ING. Colorful Mohair locks & Roving.
www.applerose.com. Liz Ferraro,
Wrightstown, NJ. (609) 752-0596; mail@
applerose.com.

ABSOLUTELY BEST CORMO
COMBED TOP—exceptional. Ready-
to-spin top and natural white fleeces (cov-
ered). Barb Janay, 12350 Barbee Rd,,
Bristow, VA 20136, (703) 361-0162. See it
on www.woolyboolycormos.com.

ALPACA ROVING, yarn and fiberin
luxurious natural and dyed colors from
our herd. Quilt batting and dyeing classes.
Whirlwind Ranch, Lebanon, Missouri.
(417) 533-5280; info@whirlwindranch
.com.

ANGORA FUR, MOHAIR, MERI-
NO FLEECES (covered) white and nat-
ural colors from spinner’s ranch. Dyed
and natural roving (hand- and mill-spun
yarn). Nebo-Rock Ranch, Janet Hep-
pler; (707) 983-9147; nebo-rock@saber
.net.

BLACK WELSH MOUNTAIN

fleece, roving, yarn, and breeding stock.
Farm tours by appointment. Desert
Weyr LLC, 6870 Garvin Mesa Rd.,
Paonia, CO 81428; info at (970) 527-3573;
www.desertweyr.com.

FLEECE: LOVELY NATURAL-COL-
ORED gray, brown, black, white, $4/Ib.
LSASE for samples. Georgia Wolterbeek,
Fairmount Farm, Rindge, NH 03461.

FREE | oz CORMO WOOL to inqui-
ries. Fine, long-stapled, handspinner skirt-
ed. White and black rovings available.
Henry Ortmann, 4357 Rd. 1080, Wolf
Point, MT 59201. (406) 392-5277.

HAPPY SHEEP PRODUCE BEAU-
TIFUL fleeces. White and natural-col-
ored fine-, medium-, and long-wool
coated grease fleeces. White, natural-col-
ored, dyed mohair locks. Natural-colored
wool top and alpaca/wool/silk top. Wool/
multicolored mohair blended spinning
batts. $3.50 for fleece samples. Moons-
Shadow Farms, 11252 Kekke Rd.,,
Chisholm, MN 55719.

HEATHERED RIDGE FARM. Raw
and washed fleeces, roving, and yarn.
Many breeds and crosses. White and col-
ored mohair. 15371 Aspen Ave., Postuville,
IA 52162; (563) 423-5230; srburke@alpine
com.net.

ICELANDIC SHEEP BREEDERS of
NORTH AMERICA. Contact our
breeders listing at www.isbona.com for
fleeces, yarn, roving, pelts, and breeding
stock. 7783 Concession 2 Rd. RR3,
Wellandport, ON LOR 2J0O Canada. (905)
957-6266. willowfarm@talkwireless.ca.

ICELANDIC WOOL, fleeces, roving,
and yarn. Natural patterns and colors
from individual sheep. Sunrise Sheep &
Wool, www.sunrisesheep.com, (651)
674-5920.

JACOB and LEICESTER LONG-
WOOL FLEECES. Fleeces and regis-
tered breeding stock available. Three
Fates Farm, in Crete, IL. (708) 514-
4962. Pictures at www.threefatesjacobs
.com.

LA PLATA FARMS, the SOUTH-
WEST SOURCE for Navajo Churro
wool, Navajo looms, spindles, warp, and
tools. Louet, Ashford, Schacht, Inter-
weave, and a bountiful array of spinning
fibers, dyes, and supplies. Visit www
Japlatafarms.com or 1281 CR 123, Hespe-
rus, CO 81326. (970) 385-4375.

NATURAL COLORED ROVINGS
AND YARN. Dyed fleece and yarn
available. 81 x 90 sized quilt battings. Also,
Angora rabbits for sale. For more infor-
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mation call (469) 766-2086 and please
leave a message. Samples available.

NAVAJO-CHURRO FLEECE; Raw,
roving, and batting in white, silver, gray,
black, and brown. Nag Ranch Outlet,
on eBay or Etta James, (575) 484-3393.

PACO-VICUNA fiber from our herd:
highest quality—sorted, picked, and
handwashed. 4 shades: off-white, beige,
golden, medium-brown, or mix for varie-
gated effect. $25/0z—19 microns, $26/
oz— 18 microns, or $27/oz—|7 microns.
Carded roving also available $25/0z.
Shipping is extra. Chris Switzer, 1236
Glacier View Ln., Estes Park, CO 80517.

PERENDALE WHITE/COLORED
and CYVM/ROMELDALE fleeces in
California. Well-skirted, clean. Carded
roving and yarn are also available. www
.currowhillranch.com; martasullivan@
citlink.net; (530) 336-6202.

POLWORTH ROVING AND TAR-
GHEE ROVING. Fleeces available
March 2011. Send SASE for free samples
to Nancy Ortmann, 4169 Rd. 1081,
Wolf Point, MT 59201. (406) 392-5356.
For price list only, mt.wool@yahoo.com.

RARE WOOLS: Soay, Leicester long-
wool, Shetland, CA variegated mutant;
covered fleece and roving. Visitors invit-
ed. Sheep for sale. Beau Chemin

Preservation Farm, Waldoboro, ME.
(207) 832-5789. wwm@midcoast.com,
www.beaucheminfarm.com.

ROMNEY WOOL. Fleeces, batts,
roving, and yarn. Natural colors—white to
dark. Spins fines, takes dye easily. Wool
bed pillows. Wool-E Farm. Contact us
at: (616) 681-9758; www.woolefarms
.com. E-mail ellynbj54@sbcglobal.net.

SHETLAND FLEECES. Variety of
natural colors, plus spinning and weaving
equipment. Sheep Street Fibers,
www.sheepstreet.com; (812) 597-5648.

SOFT LUSCIOUS WOOL AND
WOOL-BLEND ROVINGS,
BATTS, and yarn from our own sheep.
Natural shades or hand-dyed in a myriad
of colors and indigo, too. Border Leices-
ter, Icelandic, and Finn fleeces. Breeding
stock available. Visit our shop. (919) 934-
2427. www.heelsidefarms.com.

WENSLEYDALE and MOHAIR
FIBER; spinning/knitting lessons. Come
stay in cabin at beautiful mountain sheep

ranch. www.degoatsnsheepranch.com.
Bayfield, Colorado; (970) 884-0502.

Instruction

HILLCREEK FIBER STUDIO.
Workshops in spinning and natural dye-

CLASS STITFTIED

S

A D I N D E X

Abstract Fiber................. 105 Howard Brush/Div Sheep Shed Studio, The......... 105
Albuquerque Fiber Arts Fiesta ... 104 Stratosphere Inc............... 43 Shuttles, Spindles & Skeins. ... .. .. 99
Ashland Bay Trading Co.Inc....... ifc  lllinois Wool & Fiber Mill ........ 101 Skacel Collection Inc............ 106
Babe’s Fiber Garden LLC......... 81 Interweave........ 54,56,62,70,78, Spindlewood Co............... 104
Baynes SpinningWheels ......... 97 79,87,91,99, 101,102, 103 Spinner's Loft The.............. 106
Beesybee Fibers ............... 105 John C. Campbell Folk School. . . .. 71 Spinning Straw into Gold. . ... ... 106
Black Sheep Gathering. .......... 80 KCLWoods................... 104 SpinningWheel Sleuth.......... 106
Black Sheep Newsletter. . .... ... 106  Lambspun of Colorado.......... 81 SpinOlution..................... 3
Blackberry Ridge Woolen Mill. . ... 99 Lendrum Co. v 19 Stonehedge Fiber Mill ........... 79
Bluebonnet Spinning Wheel Lisa Souza Knitwear and Stony Mountain Fibers.......... 105
Company................... 101 Dyeworks .................. 105 Strauch Fiber Equipment Co. . ... .bc
Bountiful/Alpine Meadow Yarns .. .41 Louet North America ... .... I3-15  StuartAlbrey.................. 106
Carolina Fiber Fest............. 105 Magpie WoodWorks . .......... 104 Susan's Fiber Shop ............. ibc
Carolina Homespun............. 39 Majacraft ...l 32-33  Susan’s Spinning Bunny. . ........ 106
Chameleon Colorworks ... .. .. 106  Make OneYarn Studio........... 97  Synergo Arts.................. 106
Copper Moose Productions.. .. . .. 63 Mid Atlantic Fiber Assn .......... 99  ThreeWatersFarm............ 106
Cotton Clouds .. .....vvvvvvnn 69  MissBabs: Hand-Dyed TNC Enterprises. ............... 97
Dachele Enterprises. ........... 105 Fiber Goods................. 105  Treenway Silks................. 101
Dakota Carding & Wool Co.... ... 106  Misty Meadow Wool Farm ... . .. 105 Unicorn FibreWash............. 57
Earthues, A Natural Nancy's Knit Knacks . ........... 106  Viking Combs ................. 104

Color Company .............. 31 New VoyagerTrading Co. .. .. 16-17  Village Spinning &
Eugene Textile Center .......... 104 Ohio Valley Natural Fibers. ... .. .. 80 Weaving Shop,The............ 8l
Fantasy Fibers LLC.............. 99  Oregon Woodworker,The .. .. .. 106 W. Cushing & Company ......... 18
Fiber Event, The................ 105 Oregon Wool Growers WatsonWheels ................ 97
Fire Ant Ranch ................ 105 Association ... 105 WC Mercantile................ 106
Fold,The....................... 69  Ozark CardingMill.............. 99  WeavingWorks ................ 97
Foxglove Fiberarts Supply .. ... 7—10  Pacific Wool and Fiber Wild Fibers Magazine. ........... 91
Gemini Fibres .................. 97 “Spinners Choice”. . ............ 6 Wisconsin Spin-In.............. 105
Golding FiberTools. . ............ 23 Paradise Fibers ................. 55 Woolee WinderThe ............ 63
HalecyonYarn................. .. 81 Pat Green Carders............. 104 Woolery,The............... 26-27
HansenCrafts .................. 71 RH.Lindsay Co.......oovvvnt 99 WorldofWool................. 71
Harmonique Spinning Wheels and Rovings. ...t 79 YarnBarnofKansas............. 63
Looms ... 55 RoyaleHare................... 105  Yellow Rose Fiber Producers . .. .. 80
Schacht Spindle Co. Inc..... .. 20-21  ZeilingerWool ................. 91

ing, plus multi-harness, Triangle frame
loom, and Navajo weaving. Weekend
and weeklong. Bed and breakfast. Shut-
tle available from St. Louis and Kansas
City airports. Workshop brochure: send
SASE to CLHFS, 7001 Hillcreek Rd.,
Columbia, MO 65203. (573) 874-2233;
www.hillcreekfiberstudio.com.

LEARN SOMETHING NEW. Spin-
ners’ e-tutorials available! Download
upon purchase. Marvelous fibers, learn-
to-spin kits, and more! www.thebell
wether.com

Knitting Needles

SWALLOW CASEIN, KNITTING
NEEDLES, "Flexible yet firm, smooth,
effortless knitting.” Made from milk.
Retail and wholesale. (319) 367-5065;

clfadw@gmail.com; www.countrylane
fiberarts.homestead.com/Home.

Natural Dyes

PEACE SILK=non-violent silk! Full col-
lection of Ahimsa™ Peace silk fabrics,
thread, cocoons. Also tussah and culti-
vated silk spinning fiber. Finest natural
dyes and all instructions from the senior
master natural dyer in the world! Cheryl
Kolander's www.aurorasilk.com, (503)
286-4149.

Services

JENSEN SPINNING WHEELS and
accessories in stock. Specializing in repair
of antique wheels and also new. (920)
261-1564. www.colinadelcarl.com; e-mail
cajaeger@execpc.com.

Specialty Teas

TEA TIME GARDEN—Try these
winter tea blends: Christmas Spice—
Rooibos, Raspberry Chocolate, Pai Mu
Tan—White Tea (White Peony), Vanilla
Almond & Rose Cream. Extraordinary
loose teas—always fresh! Tea Time
Garden, PO Box 1137, Orange, VA
22960. (540) 672-3409 EST;, www.tea

timegarden.com.

S upp]z'es

FIBER WASHING BAG. Wash and
dye fibers at home or pre-wash before
shipping to a processor. Dawn Stone,
Ozark Delights, (417) 683-2060;
www.littlehollow.com.
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pinning Memories

BY A. BAKER

hen I spin in public, I consid-

er myself an ambassador of the
fiber world. I only spin if 'm in the
frame of mind to field questions and ig-
nore stares. Most reactions I've had to
my spinning in public are positive, and
often the wheel is a conversation piece
that begins with the question, “What is
that thing?” and ends with shared bits
of personal histories.

Today, I notice a woman staring
at me shyly while I spin in the coffee
shop/bookstore near my house. I
am glad when she approaches me
and asks if what I'm spinning is
synthetic.

I tell her the pink fiber is virgin
lambswool. With an accent I don’t
recognize, she says, “How excel-
lent—may I touch it?”

When I hand her a tuft of wool
she holds it gently, fingering the
fiber with respect. I watch her
watching me spin; she holds the
fiber as if it is antique and break-
able. After a moment, she hands
the fiber back to me and asks me
to stay put. “I must find my hus-
band and grandson and show you
to them,” she says.

I keep spinning, flattered by
the woman’s enthusiasm; she is
beautiful. Tall and slender and dressed
in a black suit with ebony hair show-
ing gray that hangs straight and just
past her chin, the woman is impeccably
polished. My wheel moves clockwise,
and my bobbin gathers the pink singles
obediently. When the woman returns,
her husband and grandson both look
embarrassed as she tells them, “This is

wonderful. This is like my memory . . .”

I don’t know what she means by
“memory.” Am I a figment from some
strange spinning dream she recently
had? Doubtful. I never stop treadling;

=<
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my hands feed the fiber, tension twist-
ing the soft fluff into string. Even after
two years spinning, this, to me, is a
miraculous thing.

The woman is talking quickly to
her husband, and I can’t decipher her
words—I don't think they are English.
Then she begins telling me a story.

“I remember,” she begins, “as a

young girl in my native village, how
the older girls would spin outside—like

ILLUSTRATION BY BENJAMIN S. CLARKE

you are now—and they would sing and
tell stories to stay awake.” I nod. Now

I am the curious one. She is brimming
with words—vivid descriptions of these
memories.

“There were no televisions, of
course; we didn’t have even electricity,”
she says. “The girls had to stay awake—
this was not for fun—they were spin-
ning to feed their families.”

The woman is standing over me, her
eyes moving from my face to my hands
to the ceiling where, I assume, her

memory is. “For money, you know,” she
adds—and she tells me more. “They
used cotton—not your lambswool. It
was very hard on their hands, and it
would hurt after spinning a long time.
The girls, they told their stories and
sang and it was dark. I would watch
them for hours. It was . . .” She paus-
es, searching for the word. It is a word
she knows in her own language that
escapes her in English. I fill in for her
and say, “It sounds magical.”

And I mean it.

She told me how the circles last-
ed long hours, until the darkness
drove them to their beds, and then
she said, “We must go, but tell me
your name.”

“Angi,” I say. “Please tell me
yours.”

“Riffi,” she says. I repeat it twice,
committing it to memory and trying
to properly roll the “r” and accent
the last “ee” syllable. It is beautiful
the way she says it. It sounds like a
marble clinking to the floor when I
say it.

“Riff1,” I say. “Where are you
from?”

“I am from Pakistan,” she says.

I commit these things to memory
and let the story spin into a stronger
fiber in my mind. Before she leaves, she
says, “Thank you for this, because you
are keeping alive something I thought
was old and dead.” 38

A. M. Baker of Florida, is a twenty-five-year-old
knitter and spinner living in a too-warm cli-
mate. She braves the humidity and can be found
in nooks and crannies of coffee shops knitting
or spinning when not writing or mothering her
three-year-old. In 2011, she will graduate with an
MFA in creative writing from Goddard College,
at which point she plans to write about fiber and
people—two of her favorite things.



SUSAN'S FIBER SHOP

Largest Midwest supplier for spinning, weaving, felting and knitting

Wool Combs

i ;
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Mini 2 Row
, Comb  *85
o T Hackle  *30
| Pats Big batt machine. Drop
Features: Spindle *10
e Wide drum for big batts.
e 450z ba-tt size . Folding 45°
¢ Ball Bearing easy cranking Lazy Kates
e Susan's says makes great art batts. .
. $750 20 (2 bobbin)
$4.0 (3 bobbin)
Wild Card by Ashford
e Excellent little carder .
* Easy to work Niddy Noddy
o Art batts 2yd. :22
e Great buy 15yd. *16
*$410 1 yd. 14
(Mahogany, Walnut
and Clear Available)
25 Spinning Wheels On Display!

Kromski Sonata Ashford Majacraft .
& & Traveller &b Rose Kromski Symphony

o] 650 Handcards
*465 i 2D s
Unfinished \ o Ashford *58

Schacht
Minis 49
New!

Fiber
Blending
“Crumbs”

Check out our welsite! TS

susansfibershop.com

Orders - 888.603.4237

P.O Box 513
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
Fax Orders: 920.623.0120 e
susan@susansfibershop.com Note - prices are subject to
Hours: M-W 10-4; Fri. & Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-5 change without notice.

Order your teeswater fleece for spring.



Strauch Fiber Equipment Co.

We Handcraft It All . . . With You In Mind

Quiet, dependable, hi-tech motor and electronics are all USA made

o Infinite variable speed makes our carder
truly unique.

o Set the speed and have hands free for easy
carding and creative blending.

* Includes Brush Attachment

o Built in hand holds for easier transport

e Available as a manual model

Motorized Finest

Manual Finest
Chain Drive Doublewide
Model 405x2

The 15" wide drum produces a

15" x 22" batt.

This carder has all the great features
of the “Finest”.

Larger feed tray

Includes Brush Attachment

Available motorized

Look at how the
“Doublewide”
compares to the
“Singlewide”
www.strauchfiber.com
NEW! Instructional videos on YouTube, search “strauchfiber” Bookmark Our Website to...
Follow us on: Twitter af Twitter.com/strauchfiber Find our Worldwide dealer map
Our Blog strauchfiber.typepad.com Get complete product mff)rmuhon
Facebook, Strauch Fiber 6o to fiber relate links

Learn what's new at SFE, Co.

or our Website www.strauchfiber.com )
Enjoy our fun photos

Otto & Joanne Strauch © 10319 Johns Creek Road, New Castle, VA 24127 « 540-864-8869  ors@strauchfiber.com
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