


Attention Spinning, W eaving, Knitting Retailers

Looking for Multi-Colored Merino Top?
L o o k  No F a r t h e r  T h a n  A s h l a n d  Ba y

The Businessperson's Source for Fibers and Yarns

In tro d u c in g  ou r  16 s h a d e  l in e  o f  m u l t i - c o lo r e d  M er in o  top:
8 regular and 8 Superwash—plus 

our new undyed Merino Superwash Top.

We also have one  of the largest selection 
of spinning fibers anyw here ,  including:

• Angora • Alpaca

• Firestar • Mohair

• Merino • Merino Blends

• Silk Blends • Silk

• and much, much, more.

Yarns: undyed and naturals 
on both cones and skeins.

W rite tod ay  for inform ation on our products and  
how  to estab lish  your account.
Wholesale inquiries only please.
ASHLAND BAY TRADING COMPANY INC.
PO BOX 2 6 1 3  GIG HARBOR, WA 9 8 3 3 5  
TEL: 2 0 6 -2 6 5 -6 1 0 0  FAX: 2 0 6 -2 6 5 -3 4 2 2

If you’re in business, you should be doing 
business with Ashland Bay!
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The Little House - Maple Lawn Farms
Come, Have Fun, Visit with Us.
B lack Swamp Guild-Fiber Fair

April 5,1997, Center Twp. Fire Station, Bowling Green, OH 
M aryland Sheep & W ool Festival 

May 3 & 4,1997, Howard County Fair Grounds, West Friendship, MD 
Great Lakes Sheep & Fiber Shoiv 

May 24 & 25,1997, Wayne County Fair Grounds, Wooster, OH 
M idw est Festival o f  Fibers 

June 6 & 7,1997, Clark County Fair Grounds, Springfield, OH 
M idwest Weavers Conference 

July 10,11,12,1997, Civic Center, Canton OH 
M ichigan Fiber Festival 

August 15,16,17,1997, Allegan Fair Grounds, Allegan, MI 
Southeastern Animal Fiber Fair 

November 1 & 2,1997, Dixie Classic Fair Grounds, Winston-Salem, NC

• Spinning wheels • Fibers • Buttons

• Books • Dyes • Knitting Needles

• Carders • Hand Cream • Patterns

• Looms • Shirts • And More

• Yarns • Note Cards

Herb and Margaret Bouyack
1927 N. Main St., Clyde, OH 43410 

Call 1-800-554-7973 to check shop hours. 
Mail Order 3Z 5 5  Catalog $2.00

“Charkie is begging you to s p in !”

1 9 9 7  — 2 5 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  O F

TIMBERTOPS SPINNING WHEELS
Made by a Craftsman, and 

sure to please.
The ‘Leicester’ and ‘Sherwood’
are just two from our selection 
o f 12 models. We have a wheel 
to suit you—a beginner, expert 

or somewhere in between!
All wheels can be built with 
left- or right-side Flyer, with 
your choice o f Standard or 
Larger Flyer and Bobbins.

The ‘Leicester’
A very compact 24" wheel of traditional 

styling. Rock steady, one of our most 
popular wheels.

The ‘Sherwood'
A 31" wheel in Canadian Style. Elegant, silky 
smooth and tireless. One of our three double­

treadle models.

Please send $2.00 cash fo r  postage fo r  our fully-illustrated color brochure with details o f  all 12 models to:

Anne and James Williamson

TIMBERTOPS SPINNING WHEELS, Wheel Lodge, 159 Main Street,
Asfordby, Melton Mowbray, Leicester LE14 3TS, U.K. Tele. 01664-812320
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Pat G reen  C ard ers fe
48793 Chilliwack Lake Road, Chilliwack, B.C. V4Z IA6 Canada 

Call o r write for free brochure (604) 858-6020 between 9:00 a.m. & 9:00 p.m. our time (Pacific Time)

THE EXCITING N E W  SUPERCARD

"THE MOST 
SUCCESSFUL 
MACHINE WE 

HAVE EVER 
DESIGNED”

CARD YO U R  F IB ER S  
PERFECTLY IN O N E PASS

O u r new 3-drum Supercard has a variable speed infeed 

section— you can dial the drum  ratio  you need for any 

particu lar fiber or blend.

Th e  m otorized  S U P ER C A R D  is tops for perform ance  

and versatility, making a thick 36" long batt of such diverse 

fibers as fine Merino, Po lwarth , Musk O x , bunny, llam a, 

alpaca, kid mohair, flax, wool blends and wool.

Dem onstrated  and enthusiastically used at SO A R  *96, 

ask someone who saw the perfect batts made with one pass 

through the Supercard, especially the one-inch thick Merino 

batts.

W r ite  or phone 604-858-6020 for m ore details and 

technical specifications.

Have you heard about our 
brand new hand-held B ur­
nishing Tool? It keeps 
carder teeth bright and shiny 
and does wonders for your 
batts. (Originally developed 
as a Supercard accessory.)

Look for the Pat Green logo (,P~ on the finest pickers and carders.
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Editor's Page

On cover and below  
Top, on cover, and item  1, 
below: Yauri/southern Peru/ 
hand-carved spindle and 
whorl. Early 1980s.
M iddle, on cover, and item  2, 
below: Huancavelica/south  
central Peru/hand-carved 
spindle w ith  turned, rem ov­
able whorl. M id 1970s. (Same 
as item  4 on page 44.)
Bottom, on cover: Huan­
cavelica /south central Peru/ 
wooden distaff. M id 1970s. ■ 
(Same as item  5 on page 44.) 
3, below: Chiv ay /southern 
Peru/hand-carved spindle 
w ith turned conical whorl. 
1980.
Background fabric, both 
photos: Handspun, hand- 
dyed alpaca woven into a 
manta, or carrying blanket. 
From the village of Calca, 
outside Cuzco. Late 
nineteenth century.

Heirloom: "a valued possession passed 
down in a family through succeeding gen­
erations," but more often this word is as­
sumed to carry its secondary meaning, "an 
article of personal property included in an 
inherited estate." The first is a spiritual 
definition, the second legal.

Is the funky but functional spindle at 
number 1 in the photo below an heirloom? 
What about the more refined spindles at 
numbers 2 and 3? How about the fabric 
behind them? What about the wire distaff 
on page 45, or the imaginatively carved 
ones that flank it?

If, like the families from around the 
globe in the books called Material World 
and Women in the Material World, you 
were asked to display your possessions and 
to tell which were most im portant to you, 
what would you say?1 When fire or flood 
removes all possessions, what happens to 
the heirlooms?

So much of what we own—regardless of 
where we live—is interchangeable w ith 
that owned by others. Useful, impersonal. 
A television is not an heirloom—unless it 
was made by someone you care about.

When life's currents sweep everything 
else away, the true heirloom  may lie w ith­
in the skills needed to fashion useful tools 
and graceful objects to enhance our lives— 
and in our ability and willingness to share

our knowledge, so that others may bring 
forth new treasured possessions to replace 
those which, sooner or later, vanish. With 
an heirloom, perhaps we weave the future.

X

SOAR Scholarships
Scholarships for the Spin-Off Autum n 

Retreat are available for full-tim e fiber 
students. To receive guidelines, write to 
SOAR Scholarship Fund, Interweave Press,
201 East Fourth Street, Loveland, CO 
80537-5655, or call Nancy Disney at 
800-272-2193.

Young knitters
Interweave Press is planning to publish 

a book of knitting patterns by and for 
young knitters. Do you know a knitter age 
15 or younger who would like to partici­
pate? Send an SASE to IW Knits/Kids, 201 
East Fourth Street, Loveland, CO 80537- 
5655. It would be great to see some young 
spinner/knitters in this collection. . . . 
There's also a contest involved, so winners 
will receive prizes and a chance to be in 
the book.

International Wool Challenge
Here's an international sheep-to- 

sweater competition, to be held June 14, 
1997, in which spinners everywhere are 
invited to participate. Contest inform ation 
is available from: Spin-Off, 201 East Fourth 
Street, Loveland, Colorado 80537; Wendy 
Dennis, Tarndwarncoort, Warncoort, Vic­
toria 3243, Australia, phone 61 352 336 
241, fax 61 352 336 338; The Scottish Wool 
Centre, Aberfoyle, Stirling, FK8 3UQ, 
Scotland, United Kingdom, phone 44 1877 
382 850, fax 44 1877 382 854. See page 2 in 
the W inter 1995 issue of Spin-Off for a de­
scription of the contest. ❖

1 Peter Menzel, M aterial World: A G loba l Fam ­
ily  Portrait (San Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 
1994; Faith D'Aluisio and Peter Menzel, W omen  
in the M aterial World (San Francisco: Sierra 
Club Books, 1996).
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(  Celebrating our 1 j year in business ^

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

Wo o l ,
THEN STOP RIGHT HERE!!

R .H . L indsay  C ompany
WOOL MERCHANTS

16 Mather St. P.O. Box 218, Boston, MA 02124 
Telephone: (617) 288-1155 

Fax: (617) 288-1050 
email: rhlwool@aol.com

Raw Fleece Combed Top & Sliver
Whitest Whites Fine Apparel Wools
Natural Shades Coarse Rugwools
Blackest Blacks Mohair

Mo [ding one of the largest Inventories of ‘Woo (fo r tiandcrafters

Send $4.00 for Sample Cards
V _________________________________________________________ _________________ J
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L e n d r u m
G. Lendrum  
RR 4, O d essa , ON 
C anada KOH 2H 0  
(613) 3 8 6 -7 1 5 1

lendrum @ fox.nstn .ca
h ttp ://fo x .n stn .ca /~ len d ru m

If you  only h ave  en ou g h  sp ace  or b u d g et for 
o n e  w h eel th en  this is th e  o n e  for you .

It offers three outstanding features: versatility, portability, and 
most important, it simply works well.

There are a variety of heads available for any style of spinning. 
You can start with a basic wheel and add other tools as you 
explore other fibers and styles.

When you are finished spinning, this wheel folds quickly and 
easily to store in the closet or the back of your car.

A  spinning wheel should help you to spin. That is why we 
have, for twenty years, been improving and updating this 
design to give you the best tool that we can.

W h e re  to  fin d  o n e ?
We sell these wheels through spinning shops throughout Canada and the USA. 
You can contact any one of the dealers listed below or check with us to see if 

there is someone closer to you. There is also a complete dealer list on the internet.

Fiber Hut
2316  Crestwood Rd SE 
Calgary AB T2C 0C6 
(403) 279-2658  
800-816-7764

Pam's Woolies
5107 50th ST
Stoney Plain AB T7Z1T5
(403)963-1559

Homespun Haven
RR 4 C5 Knob Hill S 
Armstrong BC V0E 1 B0 
(604) 546-3224

Sun Bench Fibres
#1-8979 Broadway St. 
Chilliwack BC V2P 5V9

Honeysuckle Fibre Arts
9600 Third Street 
Sidney BC V8L 2Z9 
(250) 656-4201

Gemini Fibers
RRl
Mount A lbert ON LOG 1M0 
800-564-9665

Yarn Source
RRl
Inverary ON KOH 1X0
(613)353-2001

Fiber Factory
150 West Main 
Mesa A Z  85201
(602) 969-4346

Southwest Corner
114 Tombstone Canyon 
Bisbee AZ 85603  
(520)432-3603

Kathryn A lexander
1250 Addison St.
Studio 21 1A 
Berkeley CA 94702  
(510) 883-0934

V illage Spinning & 
Weaving Shop
425-B Alisal Rd.
Solvang, CA 93463  
(805) 686-1 192

Bountiful
125B Moraine Ave.
Box 1727
Estes Park CO 80517  
(970) 586-9332

Interlacements
2429 W  Vermijo 
Colorado Springs CO 80934  
(719) 578-8009

David son's Old 
Mill Yarns
1 09 Elizabeth St 
Eaton Rapids Ml 48827
(517) 663-271 1

Maplerow Stock Farm
1059 Cline Rd 
Sherwood Ml 49089
(517)741-7434

Limekill Lincolns
RD #1 Box 146 
Schoharie NY 12157
(518) 827-4615

A  Touch of Tw ist
RD#5 Weast Rd 
Schenectady NY 1 2306
(518)864-5885

The Wool Room
Joe's Hill Road 
Brewster NY 10509 
(914) 279-7627

Sheep and Wool Shop
4977 Ridqe Chapel 
Marion NY 14505 
(315) 926-5765

Woodland Woolworks
262 S Maple Street 
Yamhill, OR 97148  
(503) 662-3641 
800-547-3725

A lexandria Textiles
1 7B Atwater Rd.
Chadds Ford PA 19317 
(610) 459-8337

Mannings
11 32 Greenridge Rd 
East Berlin PA 17316  
(717) 624-2223  
800-233-7166

Suzanne Roddy
1519 Memorial Dr.
Conroe TX 77304
(409) 441-1718

Heindselman's
1 76 W est Center Street 
Provo UT 84601
(801) 373-5193

Carolina Homespun
Box 390H , Rt2 
Eastridge Rd 
Ridgeway VA  24148
(540) 957-1 174

Serendipity Farm
Rt 1 Box Z5ccc  
Prospect VA 23901
(804)574-2036

Weaving Works
471 7 Brooklyn Ave NE 
Seattle WA 98105  
(206) 524-1221

Susan's Fiber Shop
N250 Hwy A  
Columbus Wl 53925  
(414) 623-4237
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Letters
Dear Spin■ Off,

SOAR [the Spin■ Off Autum n Retreat] 
was absolutely incredible! I learned so 
m uch (and I've been spinning about 
tw elve years) and m et so m any great 
people. The only th ing th a t could top 
that was your W inter issue. The sheep 
from  U tah  State U niversity  spent the 
sum m er of '95 on the San Juan experi­
mental station, which adjoins our ranch. 
We spent lots of tim e w ith Dr. McNeal 
and his staff and were lucky enough to 
have Lena Benally and her family over 
for supper. We developed a real appreci­
ation for the tough little  Churro sheep 
and for the overwhelming task of trying 
to m aintain the breed.

— Pam Ramsey, Hesperus, Colorado

Dear Spin■ Off,
Last week this was going to be a chid­

ing admonishment for your duplication 
of m aterial (Marcy Petrini, "A Knitted 
Felt Hat"). Three hats later, I'm  quick­
ly filling my Christmas list and smiling 
as my baskets of "whatever" yarn (as in, 
"whatever-am-I-going-to-do-with-this") 
m elt in to  soft and squishy wearables. 
These hats are great projects for instant 
gratification as I can cast on in the 
m orning and have a finished hat drying 
before dinnertime. Now I'm  thinking of 
embellishments, baby sizes, slippers, and 
house socks. H m m m . W hat happens 
when your "whatever" stash disappears? 
Oh: then  you can spin the "som eday" 
fleece. If that's used up, you get to buy 
more. Oh happy day! April is going to 
come and there will be new fleeces and 
lam bs. T hat is a great thought in the 
dark and drear of November, but right 
now it m eans dyepots and colors and

play. This is why I spin—for pure tactile 
satisfaction.

M arcy's article rem inded me of the 
winter several years ago when our spin­
ning group was churning out felted mo- 
hair/w ool-blend hats, and I found the 
issue w ith Shirley Browsky's article and 
pattern  for her felted, kn itted  hats. (If 
you didn't look before, please refer back 
and notice how sim ilar these two pat­
terns really are.) I do w ish M arcy had 
credited Shirley's earlier efforts, and wish 
also that you had editorially done so, but 
there really is a very big bonus here. For 
those of us who were not listening, or 
were too busy w ith  another project, or 
simply lost track of the idea, a second 
chance has presented itself. Just goes to 
show that the wheels keep turning, and 
we are all connected by the threads of 
ideas through time.

Thanks to all of you at Spin- O ff tor 
sharing, caring, and passing ideas around. 
The years have been kind—my sub­
scription to Spin- Off is eleven years old, 
and that's  just about the longest con­
tinuous thread under my roof (I do have 
one cat who has been w ith me longer). 
Maybe there is a good side to quarterly 
publication: my pile of Spin-Offs would 
be really unm anageable if they came 
more often!

— Sue Burnham, Bethel, Maine

Editor's Note: You’re right. M arcy’s 
hats are variations on those which 
Shirley Browsky wrote about in 
“Wool/Mohair Felt” (Summer 1992, 
pages 87-89). We do try to keep all our 
loose ends tied, but sometim es they  
ravel. Sorry we neglected the cross- 
reference. A nd  we also sometim es  
forget the “lost in translation to p rin t”

factor. A t the tactile level, M arcy’s 
and Shirley’s hats inhabit different 
realms. Photos don’t show  that, as 
hard as they try. I f  you w ant to kn o w  
what w e’re talking about, try Shirley’s 
m ohair/wool blend (70/30) in one hat 
and M arcy’s wool in another. Fasci­
nating. . . .

Dear Spin-Off,
As always, I enjoyed the Winter 1996 

issue. I was interested in seeing the ar­
ticle on the knitted, felted hats. I have 
been making these hats using a pattern 
produced by Fiber Trends (Beverly 
Galeskas, 304 36th Street #173, Belling­
ham, Washington 98225). In addition to 
the hat pattern , there are patterns for 
knitted, felted purses, slippers, m ittens, 
teddy bears, rabbits, and so forth. The 
hat pa ttern  has several different brim  
options and includes directions on how 
to incorporate a hat band. The hats I 
m ake use two strands of com m ercial 
yarn for the body of the hat, usually  a 
Brown Sheep m ohair/w ool blend. Fol­
lowing the pattern directions, I then use 
one strand of the commercial yarn and 
one strand of two-ply, handspun llama 
for approximately 2Vi inches (6.5 cm) at 
the beginning of the crown. W hen the 
hat is complete, this creates a hatband 
effect. I then tie a bow of three strands 
of llama yarn in this area for decoration. 
Why the handspun llama yarn? My hus­
band and I raise llam as and alpacas in 
central Arizona. They are w hat entice 
me into spinning.

On a second note, has Interw eave 
ever considered the idea of producing a

—continued on page 9
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This artistic wheel comes 

in cherry with purple 

heart highlights. The 

Dundas Wheel has a 

double drive with Scotch 

tension. Ratios available 

are from 6-18. The 

double treadle wheel has 

a built in lazy Kate with 

generous 6-ounce 

bobbins. Hand rubbed 

oil finish.

TheDundas Spinning Wheel
C A L I F O R N I A  
Eureka 95501 
Boll Weaver 
226 “F” St.
(707) 443-8145
(e-mail) bollwvr@humboldtl.com

Placerville 95667 
Placerville Yam &
Needleworks 
327 Main St.
(916) 622-4444

Solvang 93463 
Village Spinning &
Weaving 
425-B Alisal Rd.
(805) 686-1192

G E O R G I A  
Dahlonega 30533 
“The Spinning Shop” 
Davis-Reagan House 
Rt. 3 Box 675 
(706) 864-8924

M I N N E S O T A  
Maple Plain 55359 
Detta’s Spindle 
2592 Geggen-Tina Rd. 
(612) 479-2886

M O N T A N A  
Missoula 59801 
Joseph’s Coat 
117 W. Broadway 
(406) 549-1419

N E W  Y O R K  
Schenectady 12306 
A Touch of Twist 
RD5, 1286 Weast Rd. 
(518) 864-5885

O H I O
Columbus 43212 
Wolfe Fiber Arts 
1188 W. 5th Ave.
(614) 487-9980

T E X A S  
Sunnyvale 75182 
Spinning W heel Haus 
111 Rebecca Rd.
(214) 226-1579

W A S H I N G T O N  
Seattle 98105 
Weaving Works 
4717 Brooklyn Ave. NE 
(206) 524-1221

Snohomish 98290 
The Fiber Attic 
1009 1st St. #201 
(360) 563-0330

D undas Loom Com pany  
products a re  availab le  
through a  network o f  
teachers a n d  quality retail 
stores. The above dealers  
contributed to this 
advertisement.

D U N D A S  L O O M  C O M P A N Y , 1605 Stephens, Missoula, MT 59801 
o r  ca ll f o r  in form ation  (406) 728-3050 http://www.dundasloom.com

mailto:bollwvr@humboldtl.com
http://www.dundasloom.com


m o r e  L d t C r S  . . . (continued from  page 7)

fiber arts calendar? Every year I look for something special for 
my office; it would be really neat to have a fiber arts calendar. 
It could highlight outstanding items from the previous year's 
publications or could feature additional items. This could even 
becom e a contest. It could provide an ou tle t for the guild 
inform ation . D ates could include fiber events around the 
country.

— N ancy Wilson, Camp Verde, Arizona

Editor's note: Thanks for the suggestion. We did publish  
Handwoven calendars in 1984, ‘85, and ’87, but the eco­
nom ics of the project did not warrant continuing. We’ll 
pass the idea to our publisher for reconsideration.

Dear Spin-Off,
The w inter issue arrived in today's mail, and, as my hus­

band says, I im m ediately submerged behind its cover. I can't 
resist surfacing to com m ent on the charkha articles. In the 
discussion of drive bands, I wonder why you didn't reference 
the June 1984 articles concerning charkhas authored by Mark 
Shepard. He described the technique used by Indian spinners 
to make replacement drive cords for their charkhas. I use this 
system to fashion new drive cords for my charkha w ith great 
success. The cords I m ake are m uch be tte r than  the cords 
which came with the spinning wheel. Granted, Mark Shepard 
used thread he spun, which you m ight not have when you're 
just building a charkha, but I'm  sure grocery twine could be 
used until you're able to spin some of your own.

Spin- Off, and Handwoven, too, are my favorite magazines. 
As the time for the arrival of Spin-Off approaches, I suffer many 
disappointed days when it is not yet in the mailbox. Finally it 
appears. The rest of the mail remains unopened and lunch is 
delayed. First I read the entire table of contents to pick out the 
article which interests me most; then I go through the whole 
magazine from front to back, next I savor the editorial, then 
enjoy the letters to the editor, and finally settle down to my 
chosen article. Before the day is out the whole magazine has 
been devoured. Thank you m uch for a delightful experience.

—Alice Johnstone, Sitka, Alaska

Editor's note: Ah, the frustration. Do we keep sending 
people back to articles in magazines that are out of print, or 
do we forge on, hoping some day to issue compilations of 
reprints that w ill pu t all this terrific information in one 
placet If yo u ’ve got an archival collection of Spin-Offs, you 
can check out Mark Shepard’s “More on . . . Charkha 
Techniques,” Spin Off 8, no. 2 (Summer 1984):36-39.

Dear Spin-Off,
After learning to spin wool w ith a drop spindle while liv­

ing in Indiana, I moved to the island of St. Croix in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. Wool sweaters aren't needed much in the trop­
ics—even the sheep have hair, not wool, here! However, cot­
ton and indigo (Indigofera suffruticosa) used to be grown on 
plantations and are now found as weeds, so I learned to spin 
cotton with a takli.

Resides using cotton, Arawak and Carib Indians made ham ­
mocks and cloth out of the native agave (century plant) and 
yucca. Seaside mahoe bark (Hibiscus tiliaceus) was vised for

—continued on page 95

^ I N O F F
B A C K  I S S U E S

□  S p rin g  1997 $5.50 

A Handspinner's 
Survey of Silk

□  W in te r  1996 $5.50 

Building a Charkha, 
Navajo Lifeway

□  F a l l  1996 $5.50 

Cotton and Color

□  Sum m er 1996 $5.50 

White!, Out and 
About with Spinning

□  S p rin g  1996 $5.50 

Hidden Treasures

□  W in te r  1994 $4.50 

Basic Drum Carding

□  F a l l  1994 $4.50 

Machine Knitting

□  Sum m er 1994 $4.50 

Silk Special

YES! Send me the
Spin-Off back issues 
checked above. For ship­
ping and handling, 
see chart. Please pay in U.S. 
funds. (Colorado residents 
add 3% sales tax.)

□  S p r in g  1994 $4.50 

Why Spin?, Dealing 
with Physical and 
Creative Obstacles

□  C u m u la tiv e  In d ex  
1977-1993 $5.00

□  W in te r  1993 $4.50 

Handspun Blankets, 
Sweater Vests

□  F a l l  1993 $4.50 

Worsted )dirns, 
Combing

□  S um m er 1993 $4.50 

Musk Ox, Solar 
Dyeing

□  S p rin g  1993 $4.50 

Great Wheels, Rugs

Shipping & Handling
If order TOTALS: ......................... ADD

......................... $2.00
$5.51 to $10.00..... ......................... $3.50
$10.01 to $16.00.... ......................... $4.50
$16.01 to $30.00.... ......................... $5.25
$30.01 to $50.00.... ......................... $5.75
$50.01 to $75.00.... ......................... $6.75

......................... ‘fis.nn

Enclosed is my check/money order for$_________

Credit card orders call (800) 645-3675.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip _ 

Daytime phone

P.S. If you don't want to tear this page from your maga­
zine, send a photocopy, or let us know in writing which 
back issues you want.

Interweave Press
201 East Fourth Street, Dept. A-SA 
Loveland, Colorado 80537-5655 
(800) 645-3675
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Calendar

TO ENTER

/  California/regional. Fleece contest at Mon­
terey County Fair Wool Show, Aug. 19-24. 
California residents only; deadline prior to 
wool judging Aug. 10. C ontact M onterey 
County Fair, 2004 Fairgrounds Rd., Monterey, 
CA 93940. (408)372-5863.
/  California/open. Wearable Expressions '98, 
international juried exhibition, Mar. 14—Apr. 
25, 1998, at Palos Verdes Art Center, 5504 W. 
Crestridge Rd., Rancho Palos Verdes. Wear­
able art in all media, including jewelry and 
accessories. Slide deadline Oct. 1. Prospec­
tus: SASE to Judith Solomon, 29 Misty Acres 
Rd., Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274.
/  Colorado/open. Fiber Celebrated '97, ju­
ried exhibit, July 29-Sept. 6, at the Lincoln 
Center, Fort Collins, in conjunction with In­
termountain Weavers Conference. Slide dead­
line Mar. 1. Prospectus: LSASE to Jeanne 
Steiner, 718 E. Columbia, Colorado Springs, 
CO 80907.
/  Colorado/open. Fiber Celebration '97, ju­
ried national exhibit at One West Art Cen­
ter, Fort Collins, July 18-Aug. 23. Entry dead­
line May 15. Prospectus: send 32-cent stamp 
to Kathy Abnet, 1424 Del Sol Dr., Loveland, 
CO 80537.
/  Illinois/open. Uncommon Threads '97, ju­
ried runw ay fashion show, all fiber media, 
Oct. 19. Prospectus: LSASE to Denise Ka- 
vanagh, The Fine Line Creative Arts Center, 
6N158 Crane Rd., St. Charles, IL 60175. (630)
584-9443; fax (630) 584-9490.
/  Minnesota/open. Fiber/Metal Arts Show, 
juried show/sale, Sept. 27-28 at Fine Arts 
Center, Minnesota State Fairgrounds, St. Paul. 
Slide postmark deadline Apr. 17. Entry form: 
SASE to Fiber/Metal Arts, Minnesota Crafts 
Council, Hennepin Center for the Arts, 528 
Hennepin Ave., Ste. 216, Minneapolis, MN 
55403. (612) 333-7789; fax (612) 332-8131; e- 
mail mncraft@mtn.org; WEB address http:// 
www.m tn.org/mncraft.
/  New Hampshire/regional. Sheep to Gar­
m ent contest in conjunction w ith  New 
H am pshire Sheep and Wool Festival, May 
10-11 at Hillsborough County 4-H Youth 
Center, New Boston. Deadline not stated. 
Contact Donna Carlstrom, 9 Cemetery Hill 
Rd., New Boston, NH 03070.
/  New Mexico/regional. Fiber Art Fiesta Ex­
hibit, Mar. 22-24 in Albuquerque. New Mex­
ico spinners and weavers; entry deadline Mar. 
1. Prospectus: LSASE (55 cents postage) to 
Fiber A rt Fiesta, 12500 M ontgom ery NE, 
#119-002, A lbuquerque, NM 87111, A ttn: 
Patti Zigler.
/  New York/open. The American Concern 
for A rtistry  and Craftsm anship sponsors 
American Crafts Festivals in New York City, 
June 14-15, June 21-22, Sept. 6-7, and Sept.

13-14, and in Roslyn Harbor, Sept. 26-28. Ap­
plication deadlines were Jan. 3, but applica­
tions are reviewed until the shows fill. SASE 
(64 cents postage) to Sara Cogswell Wells, 
ACAC, PO Box 650, M ontclair, NJ 07042. 
(201) 746-0091; fax (201) 509-7739.
/  Ohio/open. Midwest Weavers Conference 
juried fashion show, July 11 in Canton. Entry 
deadline Mar. 1. SASE to Stefanie Bauer, 10726 
Johnsford Rd., SW, Beach City, OH 44608.
/  Pennsylvania/open. Mid-Atlantic Fiber As­
sociation Conference Fashion Show in Lewis- 
burg, in conjunction with MAFA conference 
June 23-29. Entry deadline Apr. 15. Contact 
Renata Boetler, 4907 Powder M ill Rd., 
Beltsville, MD 20705. (301) 937-1575.
/  Tennessee/open. Artist-in-residence posi­
tions, Sept. 1997-Aug. 1998. Application 
deadline Apr. 30. Arrowmont School, PO Box 
567, Gatlinburg, TN 37738. (423) 436-5860; 
fax (423) 430-4101.
/  Texas/regional. Contem porary Hand- 
weavers of Texas members' exhibit, fashion 
show, hat contest, and guild exhibit in con­
junction w ith the biennial conference, May 
30-June 1, at Bryan/College Station. Dead­
line not listed. LSASE to Gilca Rector, 8 E. 
Wedgewood Glen, The Woodlands, TX 77381.
(713)364-8910.
/  Wisconsin/open. A Celebration of Cre­
ativity, fiber and textile exhibit in Whitewa­
ter, July 14-Aug. 1. Entry deadline June 9. 
Contact Alice K. Iverson, N8823 Nelson Rd., 
East Troy, Wl 53120.
/  British Columbia/regional. Those attend­
ing the Association of Northwest Weavers' 
Guilds Conference in Victoria, June 26-29, 
may enter an unjuried exhibit of fiber art, a 
swatch swap, and/or an inform al fashion 
show. Exhibit deadline Mar. 31; contact Pat 
Dietrich, PO Box 2264, Sidney, BC, Canada 
V8L 3S8; (250) 656-4864. Swatch swap dead­
line May 26; contact Florence Craig, 423 Cur­
tis Rd., Comox, BC, Canada V9M 3W1; (250) 
339-5653. Informal fashion show deadline 
June 1; contact Laura Fry, PO Box 4, Prince 
George, BC, Canada V2L 4R9; e-mail adl61@ 
freenet.unbc.edu.
/  British Columbia/regional. Spinning com­
petition and exhibit in conjunction w ith the 
Association of N orthw est Weavers' Guilds 
Conference in Victoria, June 26-29. Entries 
due June 22. Send to Kathy Fimrite, 1910 Bar­
rett Dr., Sidney, BC, Canada V8L 1A3; (250) 
655-3918. Information: Rosemary Wallbank,
208 Sunset Dr., Salt Spring Island, BC, Cana­
da V8K 1L4; phone/fax (250) 537-4398 (phone 
between 6-8 p.m. Pacific time).
/  British Columbia/open. Fashion show in 
conjunction w ith the Association of N orth­
west Weavers' Guilds Conference in Victoria, 
June 26-29. Entry deadline Apr. 1. Contact 
M arilyn Perks, 4505 D urling PL, Victoria,

BC, Canada V8N 4Y9. (250) 477-8535 or (250) 
658-8506.
/  British Columbia/open. M emorial juried 
exhibit in honor of Christine Neil, organized 
by TAPIS in conjunction with the Association 
of Northwest Weavers' Guilds Conference in 
Victoria, June 26-29. Open to tapestry weavers 
whose work or lives have been influenced by 
C hristine Neil; w ork created after January 
1994. Entry deadline Apr. 11. Contact Yolan­
da Olivotto, 1790 Broadmead Ave., Victoria, 
BC, Canada V8P 2W1. (250) 721-4302; e-mail 
y obob@octonet. com.

FESTIVALS AND GATHERINGS

/  California, Apr. 12, Oct. 18. Llama Private 
Treaty Sale and Bazaar and Fall Fiberfest at 
Gold Country Fairgrounds, Auburn. Call (916) 
273-2998 or (916) 273-2568.
/  California, May 18. Anderson Valley Wool 
and Fiber Show. Wool, fiber, animals, and fin­
ished items for sale. Music, spinning circle, 
sheep shearing, demonstrations, and family 
fun. In the Redwood Grove at the Mendoci­
no County Fairgrounds in Boonville. (707) 
895-3249.
/  California, May 10. Fluff and Stuff at 
Alameda County Fairgrounds, Pleasanton. 
Contests, sales, spin-in. Contact Sandy Kelly, 
Northern California Angora Guild, 25275 La 
Loma Dr., Los Altos Hills, CA 94022. (415) 
941-7551.
/  Colorado, June 5-8. Estes Park Wool Mar­
ket and Fiber Show at the fairgrounds in Estes 
Park. Workshops, demonstrations, sales, ex­
hibits. Contact Estes Park Wool Market, Fair­
grounds, PO Box 1967, Estes Park, CO 80517. 
(970) 586-6104.
/  Colorado, June 6-8. Alpaca Breeders of the 
Rockies Rocky M ountain Alpaca Roundup 
in conjunction with Estes Park Wool Market, 
at the fairgrounds in Estes Park. Seminars, 
demonstrations, contests, exhibits. Contact 
ABR, 9349 N. Tammy Ln., Parker, CO 80134, 
or Marie Hinds, (303) 841-4889.
/  Idaho, Mar. 15. Spring Fever Spin-In spon­
sored by Log Cabin Spinners and Fiber Arts 
Guild at Christ the King Lutheran Church,
1700 Pennsylvania Ave., Coeur d'Alene. Spin­
ning, potluck lunch, sales. Call Marge Pow­
ers, (208) 664-6093, or Shirley Marson, (208)
664-6307.
/  Idaho, May 17. Snake River Fiber Fantasy 
at Bonneville County Fairgrounds, Idaho Falls. 
Sales, demonstrations, workshops, sheep to 
shawl. Contact Kate Robertson, 1372 W. 81 
N., Idaho Falls, ID 83402. (208) 525-8089.
/  Indiana, Apr. 12. Fourth A nnual Fleece 
Fair at Putnam County Fairgrounds, Green- 
castle. Competitions, workshops, petting zoo, 
camel rides, bunny-to-hat demo, and more.
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Call Barb Huntsm an, (317) 653-4649 or (812) 
829-4501.
/  Maryland, May 3-4. Maryland Sheep and 
Wool Festival at Howard County Fairgrounds, 
West Friendship. Preconference workshops 
May 1-3. Exhibits, contests, sales, dem on­
strations, auction. Contact Leslie Bauer, PO 
Box 99, Glenwood, MD 21738. (410) 531-3647. 
/  Massachusetts, May 17-18. New England 
Alpaca Fest at Lookout Farm, South Natick. 
Seminars, dem onstrations, exhibits, sales. 
C ontact Cindy and Tim  Lavan, Chase Tav­
ern Farm, RR2, Box 3220, Bowdoinham, ME 
04008. (207) 268-2257; fax (207) 268-2577; 
e-mail ctalpacas@maine.com.
/  Massachusetts, May 24-25. Massachusetts 
Sheep and Woolcraft Fair at the fairgrounds in 
Cummington. Workshops, contests, exhibits, 
sales, demonstrations, fleece auction. Contact 
Jody McKenzie, New Hope Farm, Tatro Rd., 
Ashfield, MA 01330. (413) 625-0203.
/  Michigan, Aug. 14-17. Michigan Fiber Fes­
tival at Allegan County Fairgrounds, Allegan. 
Contact Michigan Fiber Festival, 142 E. State 
St., PO Box 501, Hastings, MI 49058. (616) 
948-9644; fax (616) 948-9825.
/  Missouri, Apr. 26. All Missouri Spin-in at 
Faust Park, St. Louis County. Contact Dale 
Goad, 123 Grandview Dr., Fenton, MO 
63026. (314)343-5041.
/  Missouri, May 17. Third annual Fiber Fair, 
W ebster C ounty Fairgrounds, M arshfield, 
MO. C ontact Gladys Gaeke, Small Farm 
Family Program, (417) 859-2914.
/  Nevada, July 17-20. Llama Association of 
North America Expo '97 at Fuji Park, Carson 
City. Seminars, demonstrations, show clin­
ic, llama Olympics. Contact Nelson Leonard, 
(541) 830-5262, or Virginia Christensen, (702) 
265-3177.
/  New Hampshire, May 10-11. New Hamp­
shire Sheep and Wool Festival at H illsbor­
ough County 4-H Youth Center, New Boston. 
Sheep-to-garment contest, sheep and fleece 
shows, dem onstrations, auction, fashion 
show, sales. Contact Bruce Clement, 33 West 
St., Keene, NH 03431. (603) 352-4550.
/  New York, Apr. 26-27. Washington Coun­
ty Sheep and Fiber Farm Tour. Workshops, 
sales, dem onstrations, exhibits. For a map, 
contact Debra St. Jacques, Spring Meadow 
Farm, Bain Rd., Argyle, NY 12809, (518) 638- 
6453; or Mary Pratt, Eluhu Farm, RD 1, Box 
185, Valley Falls, NY 12185; (518) 753-7838. 
/  New York, Sept. 13-14. Finger Lakes Fiber 
Arts and Crafts Festival at H em lock Fair­
grounds, Hemlock. Exhibits, sales, contests, 
demonstrations. LSASE to Pat Gesler, 5005 
Canadice Lake Rd., Hemlock, NY 14466. 
(716)367-2276.
/  Ohio, Apr. 5. Market Day and Fiber Fair, 
sponsored by The Black Swamp Spinners 
Guild at Center Township Fire Station, Bowl­
ing Green.
/  Ohio, May 24-25. Great Lakes Fiber Show 
in conjunction with Great Lakes Sheep and 
Wool Show and Sale at Wayne County Fair­
grounds, Wooster. Sales, workshops, demon­
strations. Contact Linda Reichert, 2474 N.

Firestone Rd., Wooster, OH 44691. (330) 264- 
9665.
/  Ohio, June 25-28. Fiberfest '97. Forum and 
Festival, including intensive workshops on 
all aspects of the natural fiber industry, ven­
dors, animal displays, fiber art competitions, 
food and entertainment. Lake Farmpark, Kirt- 
land, OH. Contact Fiberfest '97, PO Box 508, 
Novelty, OH 44072. (216) 256-3828.
/  Oregon, May 10. Sheep to Shawl Festival 
at Mission M ill Village, Salem. Demonstra­
tions, children's activities. Mission Mill Vil­
lage, 1313 Mill St. SE, Salem, OR 97301. (503)
585-7012.
/  Oregon, June 13-15. Jacob Sheep and Wool 
Show. Workshops, fiber show, exhibits, sales, 
dem onstrations. M orrow C ounty  Fair­
grounds, Heppner, OR. Contact Sandra Van 
Liew, Rte. 1, Box 3388, Heppner, OR 97836. 
(541) 676-5050.
/  Utah, Sept. 13. W estern Fiber Exchange 
Gathering in Helper. Exhibits, sales, sharing 
sessions. Contact Bobbie Irwin, 1245 W. Gor­
don Cr. Rd., Price, UT 84501. (801) 637-8476, 
e-mail michelle.goldsmith@m.k 12.ut.us.
/  Virginia, through Mar. 2. M id-Atlantic 
Q uilt Festival at W illiam sburg M arriott 
Hotel, Kingsmill Rd.; Mid-Atlantic Wearable 
Art Festival at Williamsburg Lodge, Historic 
D istrict; Vintage Fashion and Accessories 
Show at Patrick Henry Inn, Rte. 60; Mid-At­
lantic Fiber Arts Fair at Fort MacGruder Inn, 
Rte. 60. All events in Williamsburg. Contact 
David M. and Peter J. Mancuso, PO Box 667, 
New Hope, PA 18938. (215) 862-5828; fax 
(215) 862-9753.
/  Washington, April 18-20. Shepherds' Ex­
travaganza, the western Washington Spring 
Fair in  Puyallup. Sheep show, exhibits, 
dem onstrations, vendors, and fleece sale. 
Contact Lin Schwider, (206) 432-3455.
/  Wisconsin, May 17. Fiber Thing: A Wool 
Market Day at Dank Farm, Bonduel. Demon­
strations, sales, exhibits, silent auction, be­
ginning weaving class (includes children). 
SASE to Kitty Brady, W2298 Beech Rd., Bon­
duel, WI 54107. (715) 758-6984.
/  Wisconsin, May 17-18. Door County Shep­
herds' Market at Whitefish Bay Farm, 3831 
Clark Lake Rd. (County WD), Sturgeon Bay. 
Indoor event includes sales, demonstrations, 
door prizes, raffle. Call Gretchen Regnery,
(414) 743-1560.
/  Wisconsin, May 8-11. Natural Fiber Forum 
and Llama M arket in Madison. Workshops, 
demonstrations, sales, exhibits. Contact Jayne 
Wick, 364 N. Shore, Grafton, WI 53024. Fax
(414)377-8450.
/  Ontario, Canada, May 23-25. Sheep Focus 
'97, celebrating its tw entieth  year w ith ex­
hibits, com petitions, dem onstrations, and 
sales. Markham, Ontario Fairgrounds. Con­
tact Jean Bond, (519) 836-0043.

CONFERENCES

/  Alabama, Apr. 3-6. Southern Alternatives, 
Southeast Fiber Forum hosted by G reater

Birmingham Fiber Guild. Workshops, semi­
nars, demonstrations, sales. Contact Jonnie 
Venglik, 2531 Rocky Ridge Rd., Ste. 101, 
Birmingham, AL 35242. (205) 822-5855.
/  California, Apr. 25-30. Weave Me a Fan­
tasy, Spin Me a Tale, Conference of N orth ­
ern California Handweavers at Dunfey Hotel, 
San Mateo. Lectures, workshops. CNCH '97, 
PO Box 3005, Livermore, CA 94551; e-mail 
scgardner@aol.com.
/  California, June 24-29. 50 Years of Fibers, 
A ssociation of Southern C alifornia H and­
weavers Conference, Burbank Hilton, Bur­
bank. Contact Edeltraut G. Theissen, 5724 
Tenneyson Dr., Agoura Hills, CA 91301, (818) 
991-0302; or Therese Griffen, 520 E. Carson 
St. #30, Carson, CA 90745, (310) 830-0669. 
/  Colorado, Aug. 9-12. In term ountain  
Weavers Conference at Colorado State U ni­
versity, Fort Collins. Workshops, symposia, 
fashion show. Contact Lynette Silberschlag, 
6481 Avenida De Posada, Tucson, AZ 85718. 
(520) 299-1418; e-mail ruslyn@aol.com.
/  Kansas, Apr. 5-6. Fabric by Design, KAWS 
Conference, sponsored by Cottonwood Fiber 
Guild at Heartland Center, Great Bend. Con­
tact Pete Soeken, PO Box 372, Claflin, KS 
67525. (316) 587-3412.
/  Michigan, June 13-15. Tomorrow's Heir­
looms, Michigan League of Handweavers Bi­
ennial Conference at Alma College. Seminars, 
lectures, exhibits, sales. Workshops, June 
16-18. Registration deadline Apr. 15. Regis­
tration packet: $2 to Karn Strunk, 7000 Smith 
Rd., Grass Lake, MI 49240.
/  Missouri, May 16-18. A Trip in Time, an­
nual Missouri Fiber Artists' State Conference 
at Drury College, Springfield. Lectures, work­
shops, exhibits, fashion show. Contact D.K. 
Taliaferro, 3354 Independence, Springfield, 
MO 65804.
/  New York, July 18-20. Rainbows Over N i­
agara, Eastern Great Lakes Fiber Conference 
in Lewiston. Contact Pattie Lamb, Registrar, 
9627 Cobblestone Dr., Clarence, NY 14031. 
(716) 759-0628.
/  Ohio, July 7-13. Fiber Touchdown, Mid­
west Weavers Conference in Canton. Work­
shops, sem inars, exhibits, lectures, sales, 
fashion shows. Registration booklet: $2 to 
Lynne Carnes, PO Box 214, Dellroy, OH 
44620; e-mail 74041.2513@compuserve.com. 
/  Oklahoma, June 11-14. Joint conference 
of Ars Textrina and Southwest Regional Cos­
tume Society of America at Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater. Early registration dead­
line Apr. 14; regular registration deadline May 
25. Preconference class in silk dyeing and fab­
ric book binding. Exhibits, workshops, lec­
tures, research sessions. Contact Ars Textri­
na, Dept, of Design, Housing and Marketing, 
Oklahoma State University, 431 Human En­
vironmental Sciences, Stillwater, OK 74078.
(405) 744-5035; fax (405) 744-6910; e-mail 
sas3279@okway.okstate.edu.
/  Pennsylvania, June 23-29. MAFA '97, Mid- 
A tlantic Fiber Association conference at 
Bucknell University, Lewisburg. Brochure: 
Ann Schaeffer, 716 W. Padonia Rd., Cock-
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Treadle
Majacraft’s unique designer wheel has 12 ratios, from 
4.5 to 15:1, folds up to carry away, has left and right 
hand options, is fitted with sealed, frictionless ball 
bearings and has a stainless steel no hook orifice, 
heel and toe action treadles—so it’s better to use!

Majacraft Ball Bearing, Double Treadle 
Spinning Wheels are available from:

ALABAMA 
Little Barn Ltd.
173 McKee Rd.
Harvest, AL 35749 
(800) 542-3275
(205)852-3366
Oak Mountain 

Handcrafters
Oak Mountain State Park Office 
on Terrace Dr.,
Pelham, AL 35124
(205)699-8694 
ALASKA 
Yule Farm 
3800 Campbell Rd.
Palmer, AK 99645
(907) 746-0960 
ARIZONA 
Fiberbits Farm 
15641 West Magnolia 
Goodyear, AZ 85338-9782
(602)925-2790
White Mountain 

Wool Mill
2125 Hwy.77 
Taylor, AZ 85939 
(520)536-2796 
CALIFORNIA 
Alberta Borrow 
11525 Dry Creek Rd.
Auburn, CA 95602 
(916) 823-2433
Boll Weaver
226 F Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 
(707)443-8145
Golden Fleece
303 Potrero St., Ste. 29-101 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(408)426-1425

Harlequin House 
Art Center

1037 South Center St. 
Stockton, CA 95206
(209)462-4812
Mountain View Woolens
27000 Burndale Rd.
Sonoma, CA 95476 
(707) 938-4454 
(800)752-7100
The Pampered Lamb
3770 Tumbleweed Rd.
El Dorado, CA 95623 
(916)620-1804
Powell Sheep Co.
1826 Keyes Rd.
Ramona, CA 92065 
(619) 789-1758
The Village Spinning & 

Weaving Shop
425-B Alisal Rd.
Solvang, CA 93463
(805) 686-1192 
COLORADO 
Bountitul
125-B Moraine Avenue 
Box 1727
Estes Park, CO 80517 
(970)586-9332
Green Valley 

Weavers Supply
1807 N. Weber St.
Colo Spgs, CO 
80907-7505 
(719) 448-9963
Skyloom Fibers
1705 S. Pearl 
Denver, CO 80210 
(303)777-2331

Spinning Llama
10875 US Hwy.285 
Conifer, CO 80433 
(303)838-8722
The Weaver's Blessing
27 Chico Camino 
Monte Vista, CO 81144 
(719)852-3258
Woolly Designs
41285 Weld County Rd. 15 
Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
(970)484-0445 
CONNECTICUT 
Spinning My Wheels 
201 Village Hill Rd. 
Willington, CT 06279 
(860) 684-2883 
FLORIDA 
Uncommon Threads 
31918 US 19 North 
Palm Harbor, FL 34684 
(813)784-6778 
GEORGIA 
Artworks Fiber Studio 
1081 Thompson Bridge Rd. 
Gainsville, GA 30501 
(770)287-0444
Big Creek Fibers
191 Gartrell Street 
Ellijay, GA 30540 
(800)619-6731 
IDAHO

The Good Shepherd 
Woolworks

PO Box 21, Hwy 93N 
Carmen, ID 83462 
(208)756-3881
Mul-ly-he Spinning & 

Weaving
630 N. Black Cat Rd. 
Meridian, ID 83642 
(208) 888-1970

Snake River Fiberworks
1372 W. 81 N.
Idaho Falls, ID 83402
(208) 525-8089 
ILLINOIS 
The Fold 
3316 Millstream Rd.
Marengo, IL 60152
(815) 568-0165
Wools & Wheels
481 Scott Troy Rd.
O’Fallon, IL 62269 
(618)632-6209 
INDIANA
Homestead Handweaving
10918E Hebmar Dr.
Evansville, IN 47712 
(812)985-3847
Lear Fiber Arts 

c/o Mike Moreo
1701 Ohio St. “C"
Terre Haute, IN 47807 
(812)234-4759
Pat Gabriel
8860 E. 91 st Ct.
Crown Point, IN 46307 
(219) 942-6782 
Winterhaven Fiber Farm
255 Yule Trail 
Walkerton, IN 46574 
(219) 586-7606 
IOWA
Olsen Fiber Co.
208 Main St.
Lester, IA 51242 
(712)478-4414
Sugar Grove Fibers
3165 UteAve.
Waukee, IA 50263-8079 
(515) 987-5716 
KENTUCKY 
Koenig Farm 
Rt. 1, Box 176A 
Arlington, KY 42021 
(502)655-6503 
Mary Kinney 
119 E. Main St.
La Grange, KY 40031 
(502)222-0382 
Stone’s Throw 
444 Hinton Rd.
Sadieville, KY 40370
(502) 857-2712

MAINE 
Halcyon Yarn
12 School St.
Bath, ME 04530 
(800) 341-0282 
MARYLAND 
Betty Roth 
2541 Barnes Lane 
Eldersburg, MD 21784
(410)795-9441
“Dancing Leaf Farm"
21920 Beallsville Rd. 
Barnesville, MD 20838 
(301) 972-8089
The Golden Spindle
12616 Two Farm Dr.
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
(301)916-7177
Misty Mountain Fiber 

Workshop
1013 Mountain Top Dr. 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
(800)257-2907 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Abi’s Web
111 Pittsfield Rd.
Becket, MA 01223
(413) 655-0265 
MICHIGAN 
Davidson’s Old Mill Yarn 
109 Elizabeth St., Box 8 
Eaton Rapids, Ml 

48827-0008
(517)663-2711
Fleece to Fiber & More
2858 Hubbard Rd.
Monroe, Ml 48161 
(313) 269-6484
Kim Stephenson
1717 Wisconsin Ave. 
Marysville, Ml 48040 
(810) 364-7207
Lady Peddler
142 East State Street 
Hastings, Ml 49058 
(616) 948-9644
Shaggy Shagbark 

Acres/Handspun
259714th St.
Shelbyvilie, Ml 49344 
(616)793-4052

The Lamb Shoppe
10456 Bath Rd.
Byron, Ml 48418 
(810) 266-5109
The Spinning Wheel Shop
6425 Emery
Houghton Lake, Ml 48629
(517) 422-4350 
MINNESOTA 
Detta’s Spindle
2592 Geggen Tina Rd.
Maple Plain, MN 55359 
(612)479-1612
Mille Ridge Country Store
18640 Olinda Trail, N.
Marine, MN 55047 
(612)433-3575
New Moon
993 Frairmount Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55105 
(612)222-7788 
MISSISSIPPI 
Denise Brown
18 Davis Bayou Rd.
Ocean Springs, MS 39564 
(601)872-3696 
MISSOURI 
Charlotte Hellmann 
7690 Antioch Rd.
Gerald, MO 63037 
(573)764-3702
Kiddin' A-Round
374 NW 251 
Clinton, MO 64735
(816) 885-6614 
MONTANA 
Butler Ranch 

“Fiber Haven”
HC 55 Box 316 
Fishtail, MT 59028 
(406)328-6956 
Joseph’s Coat 
117 West Broadway 
Missoula, MT 59802 
(406) 549-1419 
NEVADA 
Wooly Wonders 
2320 Appaloosa Rd.
Henderson, NV 89015
(702)564-7113

New Dealer enquiries welcome
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Hodge Podge Handicrafts
59 Belknap Ave.
Newport, NH 03773-1508
(603)863-1470 
The Sheep Shed
9 Cemetary Hill 
New Boston, NH 03070
(603) 487-2072 
NEW JERSEY 
Briar Rose Farm 
37 Layton Rd.
Woodstown, NJ 08098 
(609)769-1452
Glenmarle Woolworks
330 Cold Soil Rd.
Princeton, NJ 08540 
(609)921-3022
The Spinnery, Inc.
1367 Highway 202 
Neshanic Stn., NJ 08853
(908)369-3260 
NEW MEXICO 
DFK Ranch 
15 Cedar Lane 
Sandia Park, NM 87047 
(505)281-3366 
NEW YORK 
Country Delights 
4817 Huff Rd.
Hemlock, NY 14466 
(716)367-2214 
Fiber Design Studio
19 Wisner Rd.
Warwick, NY 10990 
(914)987-1670
General Bailey 

Homestead Farm
340 Spier Falls Rd.
Greenfield Center, NY 12833- 

2015
(518) 893-2015

Limekill Enterprises
Noreen Flanagan 
RD #1, Box 146 
Schoharie, NY 12157
(518)827-4615
Patternworks
36A South Gate Dr. 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
(914)462-8000
Shelley Wing
163 Mountain View Dr. 
Willsboro, NY 12996-3506
(518)963-7408
Woodland Ridge Spinning
502 Eighmyville Rd.
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 
(914)876-4159 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Hosanna Enterprises 
498 Tidline Rd.
Traphill, NC 28685 
(901)957-2607 
Spinners Ridge 
5424 Bunch Rd.
Summerfield, NC 27358 
(910) 643-9085
Sweetwater 

Natural Fibers
4257 Greenville Hwy 
Brevard, NC 28712 
(704) 883-YARN 
OHIO
Bullens Wullens
5711 CR #13 
Centerburg, OH 43011
(614)625-5554
Homespun Shed
8830 State Rte. 83 
Holmesville, OH 44633 
(330) 279-2079

The Little House
1927 N. Main St.
Clyde, OH 43410 
(419) 547-9210 
(800)554-7973
Sally’s Shop
139 College St.
Wadsworth, OH 44281 
(330)334-1996
Teri’s Treasures
3060 Ramona Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45211 
(513)662-4441
OKLAHOMA 
Stitching Post
5928 N.W.16 
Oklahoma City, OK 73127 
(405)495-4699
OREGON
Fiber Nook & Crannys
351 NW Jackson Ave. #2 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
(541)754-8637
Inda Farm Enterprises
26336 Crow Rd.
Eugene, OR 97402
(541) 345-9498
Web'sters: Handspinners, 

Weavers, & Knitters
11 N. Main St.
Ashland, OR 97520 
(800)482-9801
Woodland Woolworks
262 S. Maple St.
Yamhill, OR 97148 
(800)547-3725 
PENNSYLVANIA 
The Weaver's Loft 
308 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Centre Hall, PA 16828
(800) 693-7242

RHODE ISLAND 
Textile Fiber Arts Studio
64 Paris Irons Rd.
North Scituate, Rl 02857 
(401)568-7837 
TENNESSEE 
Foothills Fiberworks 
2235 Chesterfield Dr.
Maryville, TN 37803 
(800)808-7087 
(615)681-5000 
Jane’s Fiberworks 
604 Franklin St.
Greenville, TN 37745 
(423)639-7919
Simple Gifts Fiber Studio
6948 Millersburg Rd.
Christiana, TN 37037-5708
(615) 890-5172
TEXAS
Fay Drozd
305 Indian Creek Rd.
Ingram, TX 78025
(210) 367-2567
Heritage Arts at 

The Blossom Patch
807 W. Henderson 
Cleburne, TX 76031
(817) 517-5800
Suzanne Roddy 

Handweaving
1519 Memorial 
Conroe, TX 77304
(409) 441-1718
Upstairs Studio
304 W. Main 
LaPorte, TX 77571
(800) 640-8991
Woolenworks
119 S. Tennessee St. 
McKinney, TX 75069 
(972)562-9276 
UTAH
Salt Lake Weaver’s Store
1227 East 3300 South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84106-3078
(801)486-1610 
VERMONT 
Ellen’s 1/2 Pint Farm 
85 Tucker Hill Rd.
Norwich, VT 05055
(802) 649-5420 
VIRGINIA 
Carolina Homespun 
Eastridge Rd, Rt. 2, Box 390H 
Ridgeway, VA 24148 
(540)957-1174
(800) 450-SPUN
Mary Margaret Hancock
8741 Merry Oaks Lane 
Toana.VA 23168 
(804)566-4134
Moldavia Farm
RR1 Box 61 
Charlotte Court House,
VA 23923 
(804)542-4672
Springwater Fiber 

Workshop
820 N. Fairfax St.
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703)549-3634

Stony Mountain Fibers
939 Hammocks Gap Rd. 
Charlottesville, VA 22911 
(804)295-2008
Three Bags Full
2804 Schafflind Ct.
Vienna, VA 22180
(703)560-4804
Weaving Edge
3107 Franklin Rd. SW 
Roanoke, VA 24014 
(540)982-0970 
WASHINGTON 
Cedarose at Wolf Fork 
Rt, 3, Box 563 
Dayton, WA 99328 
(509)382-4717
Dear Valley Farm
W. 18592 Cloquallum Rd. 
Elma,WA 98541 
(360) 482-3307
The Fiber Attic
1009 1st St. #201 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
(360)563-0330
The Knit Shop
1324 Cornwall Ave.
Bellingham, WA 98225 
(360)671-2590
The Lacemaker
176 Sunset Ave S.
Edmonds, WA 98020-4134 
(206) 670-1644
Parkside Wool Company
1 7 102nd Ave. NE 
Bellvue, WA 98004 
(206)455-2138
Spin-Away (Your Troubles)
7904 NE 6th Ave., Ste. B404 
Vancouver, WA 98665 
(800) 693-5519
Spinner’s Hearth
7512 Lackey Rd.
Vaughn, WA 98394
(206) 884-1500
Weaving Works
4717 Brooklyn Ave. NE 
Seattle, WA 98105
(206)524-1221
Windy Acres Weaving
9546 Glory Dr., SE 
Olympia, WA 98513 
(360) 491-2177
The Wool Station
4218136th St. NE 
Marysville, WA 98271 
(360)653-2604 
WISCONSIN 
Granite Creek Farm 
642 27th Ave.
Cumberland, WI 54829 
(715)822-8766
Red Pines Fibre Farm
Rt. 2, Box 104 Griffith Rd. 
Ashland, WI 54806 
(715) 682-2399
Susan’s Fiber Shop
N250 Hwy. A 
Columbus, WI 53925 
(414)623-4237
Vee’s Fiber Studio
W. 5922 CTH “OS"
Onalaska, WI 54650 
(608)783-3081

Virtuous Women
NTH 128W. 18875 
Holy Hill Rd.
Richfield, WI 53076
(414)628-9741 
CANADA 

ALBERTA 
The Fiber Hut 
2614-4 St. NW 
Calgary, AB T2M 3A1 
(800) 816-7764 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Jane Stafford Textile 

Designs 
220 Mountain View Dr.
Salt Spring Is., BC V8K1G1
(604)537-9468 
Llama Charm Gift Shop 
Site 14A Comp 9 RR# 2 
Enderby, BC V0E1V0
(604)838-9559 
ONTARIO 
Bo-Peep’s Spinning 

Wheel Shop 
35 Pannell Lane 
Strathroy, ON N7G 2C5
(519) 245-1483
Warm & Wonderful Wool
RR #3
Wellandport, ON LOR 2J0 
(905)386-6192 
AUSTRALIA 
Munrola
RMB 236 Gundaroo Rd.
Gearys Gap NSW 2621 
61-6-2369378
Virginia Farm Woolworks
122 Annangrove Rd. 
Annangrove NSW 2156
02 654 1069
Shirley Shaw
20 Creek View Dr.
Redwood Park 
South Australia 5097 
08263 3768
The Walking Wheel Studio
20 Chandada St.
Seaview Downs 
South Australia 5049 
08 296 3428
Wendy Dennis- 

Handspinning Wool
Tarndwarncoort 
Warncoort, Viet. 3243 
0061 52 33 624 
ENGLAND
Fibrecrafts at Godalming
Style Cottage 
Lower Eashing 
Godalming 
Surrey GU7 2QD, UK 
01483421853
Fibrecrafts at Barnhowe
Barnhowe
Elterwater, Almbleside 
Cumbria LA22 9HW, UK 
015394 37346

Contact MAJACRAFT Owen & Glynis Poad and John & Mary McTavish, Oropi Rd. RD3 Tauranga, New Zealand 
Phone 011-64-7-543-3618 : Fax 011-64-7-543-3718 e-mail = ojp@wave.co.nz__________________________________
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eysville, MD 21030. (410) 560-1148; fax (410) 
560-1092; e-mail mafa97@aol.com; WEB site 
http://www.mafafiber.org.
/  Rhode Island, July 25-27. New England 
Weavers Seminar at Bryant College, Smith- 
field. C ontact M arie Litterer, 34 Pearl St., 
Camden, ME 04843. (207) 236-6477.
/  Texas, May 30-June 1. Weaving a Life 
Texas Style, b iennial conference of C on­
temporary Handweavers of Texas in College 
Station. Workshops, seminars, fashion show, 
exhibits, sales. LSASE to Gika Rector, 8 E. 
W edgewood Glen, The Woodlands, TX 
77381. (713)364-8910.
/  New South Wales, Australia, Sept. 28-Oct. 
3. Loomcraft '97, conference of Hand Weavers 
and Spinners Guild of NSW in Sydney. Con­
tact the guild at PO Box 578, Burwood, NSW 
2134, A ustralia. Phone: +61 2 9745 1603; 
e-mail denises2@mail.kids.usyd.edu.au.
/  British Columbia, Canada, June 26-29. 
Straits and Strands, biennial conference of 
The Association of N orthw est Weavers 
Guilds in Victoria. Preconference workshops 
June 23-25, m ini-w orkshops June 26. Ex­
hibits, sem inars, lectures, sales, fashion 
shows, tours. Contact Kathy Fimrite, 1910 
Barrett Dr., Sidney, BC, Canada V8L 1A3. 
(250) 655-3918; fax (250) 655-3218.
/  Nova Scotia, Canada, October 15-22. Fi­
bres East '97 Conference, with seminars, dis­
plays, workshops, fashion show, and more at 
the Gaelic College of Arts and Crafts at St. 
Anns, Cape Breton Island. C ontact Alicia 
Marr, 8a Chadwick St., D artm outh, NS, 
Canada B2Y 2M3. (902) 469-8126.
/  Ontario, Canada, May 8-11. Thread Ben­
ders '97, b iennial conference of O ntario 
Handweavers and Spinners at the Holiday 
Inn, Burlington. Preconference workshops 
start May 5. Registration deadline Apr. 28. 
C ontact Thread Benders '97 Registrar, 20 
Airedale Ct., Georgetown, ON, Canada L7G 
1G2. (905) 877-3532; e-m ail 74273.504@ 
compuserve.com.
/  Quebec, Canada, June 6-8. Annual con­
ference of l'A ssociation des Tisserands du 
Quebec (Quebec Weavers' Association) in La- 
chine. Contest, exhibit, lectures, tour, work­
shop. Call Denise Favreau, (819) 243-0040. 
/  Manchester, England, Apr. 4-10. Interna­
tional Feltmakers Association workshops and 
tours at Hartley Hall, Manchester. Contact 
Convenor Joan Braganza, PO Box 121, 
Reigate, Surrey, England RH2 9YU. Phone/fax 
44+ 173 7 245587.

EXHIBITS, SHOWS & SALES

/  Alabama, Mar. 2-27. Huntsville Fiber Guild 
Annual Juried Exhibit, Burritt Museum and 
Park, Monte Sano Mountain, Huntsville. Con­
tact Lisa Albea, (205) 461-7758.
/  Arizona, Mar. 25-Apr. 29: Pulp Friction, 
paper exhibit. Apr. 29-May 31: Vaguely Fa­
miliar, national juried show. June 10-July 12: 
Global Warning, national juried exhibit of 
artis ts ' responses to environm ental issues.

All exhibits at Galeria Mesa, 155 N. Center, 
PO Box 1466, Mesa, AZ 85211. (602) 644- 
2056; fax (602) 644-2901. WEB site h ttp :// 
www.ftgi.com/iar/12.html.
/  California, Apr. 12-13. Llama Private 
Treaty Sale and Bazaar w ith  Fiberfest (Apr. 
12) and ALSA show (Apr. 13). Llama and al­
paca sales, demonstrations, displays at Gold 
Country Fairgrounds, Auburn. (916) 273-2998 
or (916) 273-2568.
/  California, May 23. A Celebration of Fiber, 
Redwood Empire Handweavers and Spinners 
biennial display, fundraising sale, and dinner 
in Sebastopol, CA. Call (707) 823-8365.
/  California, May 31-June 23: Master of Fine 
Arts Exhibition of textile art by Wendy Ha­
worth, Gail Katz, and Mary Yaeger, at Design 
Gallery, Dept, of Environm ental Design, 
Walker Hall, (916) 752-4139. May 31-June 30: 
Master of Fine Arts Exhibition of textile art 
and costume design by J. R. Campbell, Susan 
Taber Avila, and Soon Jung Yim, at Buehler 
Alumni Center, SW corner of Old Davis Rd. 
and Mrak Hall Dr., (916) 752-0539. Both ex­
hibits at the University of California-Davis, 
Davis, CA 95616; opening receptions May 31, 
5-7 p.m.
/  California, Aug. 19-24. Monterey County 
Fair Wool Show. Contests, demonstrations, 
exhibits; wool judging Aug. 10, fleece auction 
Aug. 24. At Monterey County Fairgrounds, 
2004 Fairgrounds Rd., Monterey, CA 93940. 
(408)372-5863.
/  Iowa, Mar. 9-Apr. 20. Clay, Fiber, Paper, 
Glass, Metal, and Wood Exhibition at The 
Octagon C enter for the Arts, 427 Douglas 
Ave., Ames, IA 50010. (515) 232-5331; fax 
(515)232-5088.
/  Massachusetts, May 10-11: Sheep and 
Wool Weekend, demonstrations and exhibits. 
July 12-13: American Artisans Crafts Show 
and sale. Both events at Hancock Shaker Vil­
lage, PO Box 927, Pittsfield, MA 01202. (413) 
443-0188; fax (413) 447-9357.
/  Minnesota, Apr. 10-13. American Craft 
Council Craft Fair at St. Paul Civic Center, 
St. Paul. Juried sales. Call (612) 491-2099.
/  Missouri, Apr. 4-5. Wool Days '97, Hum ­
ble Hills Sheep and Wool Sale. Contact Andy 
and Desiree McMurry, 1110 County Rd. 319, 
Franklin, MO 65250. (816) 848-3197.
/  New Mexico, May 22-24. Fiber Art Fies­
ta, exhibits, demonstrations, sales, fashion 
show, sponsored by seven fiber guilds at the 
State Fair Grounds, Albuquerque. LSASE (55 
cents postage) to Fiber Art Fiesta, 12500 
M ontgomery NE, #119-002, Albuquerque, 
NM 87111.
/  New York, June 14-15, June 21-22: Amer­
ican Crafts Festival. Sept. 6-7, Sept. 13-14: 
Autumn Crafts Festival. Both at Lincoln Cen­
ter for the Performing Arts, New York City. 
Sept. 26-28: The Art of Craft Festival at Nas­
sau County Museum of Art, Roslyn Harbor. 
SASE (64 cents postage) to Sara Cogswell 
Wells, ACAC, PO Box 650, M ontclair, NJ 
07042. (201) 746-0091; fax (201) 509-7739.
/  North Carolina, Apr. 18-July 5. Exhibition 
spotlighting the craft heritage of the Asheville

area at Blue Spiral 1 Gallery, 38 Biltm ore 
Ave., Asheville, NC 28801. (704) 251-0202; 
fax (704) 251-0884.
/  Oregon, Mar. 15. Spring Fiber Show and 
Sale at the Harding Grange, Oregon City. Call
(503) 630-4583 or (206) 265-6651.
/  Pennsylvania, July 11-Aug. 24. Fiberart In­
ternational '97, exhibition at The Pittsburgh 
Center for the Arts and The Society for Con­
temporary Crafts, Pittsburgh. SASE to Cather­
ine McConnell, 6426 Jackson St., Prttsburgh, 
PA 15206.
/  Wisconsin, Apr. 19-20. Shepherds Harvest, 
annual sale by Spindrifters of M t. Horeb. 
Sales, demonstrations, classes. Contact Carol 
Watkins, 1152 Hwy. H, Mt. Horeb, WI 53572.
(608) 437-5086.
/  Wisconsin, July 14-Aug. 1. A Celebration 
of Creativity, annual fiber and textile exhib­
it, sponsored by W hitew ater Spinners and 
Weavers Guild in the Crossman Gallery, Uni­
versity of Wisconsin-Whitewater, W hitewa­
ter. Contact Alice K. Iverson, N8823 Nelson 
Rd., East Troy, WI 53120.
/  New South Wales, Australia, July 17-20. 
Fibre to Fabric, exhibition celebrating the fifti­
eth anniversary of the Hand Weavers &. Spin­
ners Guild of NSW at Sydney C onvention 
Center, Darling Harbour, Sydney. C ontact 
the guild at PO Box 578, Burwood, NSW 
2134, A ustralia. +61 2 9745 1603; e-mail 
denises2@mail.kids.usyd.edu.au.
/  Suffolk, England, May 3-5. Four Seasons 
of Suffolk, exhibition by Lavenham Guild of 
Weavers Spinners and Dyers at The G uild­
hall, Hadleigh, Suffolk. Demonstrations and 
sales. Contact Alison B. Swann, Porthwen, 
Church Rd., Wrabness, Manningtree, Essex, 
England, C O ll 2TQ. +44 1255 886333.

INSTRUCTION

/  California, Mar. 15-16. Archaic Weaving, 
class at Studio Gaustad, 11178 Upper Previ- 
tali Rd., Jackson, CA 95642. Inform ation:
(209) 223-4132 (no phone reservations).
/  Colorado, Mar. 1-2: Beginning Tapestry 
with Shanne Hilleman; Felt a Vest with Anne 
Sneary. Mar. 1,8: Architectural Knitting with 
Stetson Weddle. Mar 1, 8, 15: Learn to Knit; 
Entrelac Knitting; M iniature Tapestry w ith 
Shanne Hilleman; Weaving N ovelties w ith 
Torri Hanna. Mar. 4, 18, Apr. 1: Learn to Spin. 
Mar. 8: Felted Bags w ith Anne Sneary. Mar. 
9: Felt For Your Feet w ith Anne Sneary. Mar. 
16: Felted Beads w ith Jo Veal. Lambspun of 
Colorado, 1101 E. Lincoln Ave., Fort Collins, 
CO 80524. (970) 484-1998 or (800) 558-5262. 
/  Colorado, June 5-6. Workshops on weav­
ing, spinning, knitting, dyeing, felting, and 
fiber animals in conjunction w ith Estes Park 
Wool Market, PO Box 1967, Estes Park, CO 
80517.
/  Maine, Aug. 31-Sept. 6. Purple lichen dye 
workshop w ith Karen Diadick Casselman at 
Eagle Hill Field Research Station, Dyer Bay 
Rd., PO Box 9, Steuben, ME 04680. (207) 546- 
2821; fax (207) 546-3024; e-m ail eaglehill
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@maine.maine.edu.
/  Maryland, May 1: Sock Knitting with Mar­
garet Fisher. May 1-2: Dyeing, Blending and 
Spinning w ith Deb Menz. May 2-3: Tapestry 
Weaving w ith Nancy Harvey. Workshops in 
conjunction w ith Maryland Sheep and Wool 
Festival at Howard County Fairgrounds, West 
Friendship. Registration limited, opens Apr. 
21. Call (410) 531-3647.
/  Massachusetts, Apr. 26-28: Handpainted 
Fabrics w ith  Erica Licea-Kane. May 10-12: 
The A rt Q uilt w ith  Jane Skafte, Sculptural 
Baskets w ith Elizabeth Whyte Schulze, Paper 
w ith Jan Owen. Workshops at Horizons, 108 
N. M ain St., Sunderland, MA 01375. (413)
665-0300; fax (413) 665-4141.
/  Massachusetts, May 24-25. Workshops 
and seminars at the Massachusetts Sheep and 
W oolcraft Fair include lichen dyeing w ith 
Karen Casselm an, color and silk  blending 
with Nancy Morey, great wheel spinning with 
Loranne Carey Block, and Fimo buttons with 
Luanne Udell. Contact Jody McKenzie, New 
Hope Farm, Tatro Rd., Ashfield, MA 01330.
(413) 625-0203.
/  Massachusetts, Mar. 1: Shaker Black Ash 
Pincushion Basket with Gerrie Kennedy. Mar. 
3-7: Beginning Weaving w ith several teach­
ers. Classes at Hancock Shaker Village, PO 
Box 927, Pittsfield, MA 01202. (413) 443-0188; 
fax (413) 447-9357; WEB site http://www.han- 
cockshakervillage.org. Registration: Berkshire

Com m unity College, Office of Com m unity 
Services and External Affairs, (413) 499-4660, 
ext. 374.
/  North Carolina, May 2-4: Spinning and 
Dyeing w ith Martha Owen. July 6-12: Focus 
on Silk w ith  M ary Stock, Indigo w ith  Jim 
Liles. July 25-27: Spin or Dye w ith  M artha 
Owen. July 27-Aug. 2: Scintillating Color 
w ith Ann L. Kreckel. Aug. 17-23: Spinning 
C otton w ith  Eileen Hallm an. Sept. 7-13: 
Rainbow Dyeing and Spinning w ith  Nancy 
Morey. Sept. 21-27: Spinning and N atural 
Dyeing with Carla Owen. Nov. 2-8: Spinning 
Yam and Spinning Yams with Martha Owen. 
All classes at John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Rt. 1, Box 14A, Brasstown, NC 28902. (704) 
837-2775; fax (704) 837-8637.
/  North Carolina, May 16-18. Crochet cer­
tification workshop at Borders, Books and 
Music, Cary. Contact Carolyn Furkey, Tri­
angle Crocheters Guild, 117 Rockspray Ct., 
Cary, NC 27513. (919) 467-1452.
/  Washington, Mar. 13-16: Needleworks 
classes. Third week in  September: Fiber 
Forum. Coupeville Arts Center, 15 NW Birch, 
PO Box 171, Coupeville, WA 98239. (360) 
678-3396; fax (360) 678-7420; e-mail cac@ 
whidbey.net.
/  England, ongoing. Correspondence course 
in embroidery and design, sponsored by the 
G loucestershire College of Arts and Tech­
nology. C ontact Sara Rawlins, GLOSCAT,

Christchurch Annexe, Gloucester Rd., Chel­
tenham, Glos. GL51 8P England. +44 (0) 1242 
532138; fax +44 (0) 1242 532096; e-mail post- 
man@gloscat.demon.co.uk.
/  Ireland, Aug. 23-30, Oct. 24-27. Classes 
in natural dyes, carding, spinning and tapes­
try  weaving by local weavers at the U lster 
C ultural In stitu te . C ontact Oideas Gael, 
Gleann Cholm Cille, Co. Dhun na nGall, Eire 
(Ireland). Phone. + 353-73-30248; fax (073) 
30348; e-mail oidsgael@iol.ie; WEB site http:// 
www.xs4all.nl/~conaill/Oideas_Gael/oideas. 
html.

TRAVEL

/  Peru. Weaving, cultural, and hiking tours. 
Write Weavers Trek, Betty Davenport, 1922 
Mahan, Richland, WA 99352. (509) 946-4409. 
/  New Zealand, varied dates. Five-day fiber- 
craft tours w ith Margaret Stove, sponsored 
by Ashford Tours, PO Box 474, Ashburton, 
NZ. (64-3) 308-9087; fax (64-3) 308-8664.
C alendar events o f special in terest to spinners 
are printed free of charge as a service to our read­
ers. Please send your event inform ation at least
10 w eeks prior to the m onth of publica tion  to 
“SPIN-OFF C alendar,” 201 East Fourth Street, 
Loveland, CO 80537-5655. Listings are m ade on 
a space-available basis. W hile we try to include  
as m a n y  events as possible, w e cannot guaran­
tee that your listing w ill be included.

& ) o o d  Y O o o d

Q uality jZoovns
S y n a t l  a n d  <j£>ottaUe -  ^ a s i f  to  *Z*{se

(Z 'u i'fjted  in  T ^ e ^ m o n t f r o m  /N a t iv e  c H a zd w o o d s

/ 4 z e  y o u  a  S'pLnne'i 
w h o ’e a tw a \{S  w a n te d  to  X O eave?

Good Wood looms are ideal for spinners who want to weave with their homespun 
yarn. There is no threading of warp yarns through heddles or reeds and you 
won’t need to take a weaving course to use Good Wood looms. All Good Wood 
looms include detailed instructions for new weavers and all accessories to begin 
weaving. Good Wood looms easily accommodate novelty & bulky yarns.

j H f ) n c k - ¥ O o fz n is
Create beautifully knitted cord

with your homespun yam.
0 0 *  7 Individuals: 3, 4 or 5 peg: $13 each ppd.

Kit: 4 and 5 peg plus 2 balls of yarn: $22.50 ppd.

/ Z o o m s
Our Magic Heddle makes changing 

sheds fast & easy. Includes all 
accessories and detailed 

instructions to begin weaving.
FL-6 Weaves 6"W x 10"L.

$52.00 ppd.
FL-9 Weaves 9"W and 20"L.

$74.00 ppd.
FL-130 Weaves 13"W and 27"L.

$104.00 ppd.
FL-175 Weaves 171/ 2"W and 27"L. 

$126.00 ppd.

'*£> ocke.t /Z o o m  
Just 5"x7" $22.50 ppd

Send $2 for our catalog, redeemable on your first order over $10 MC/Visa
Good Wood Ltd, Rt. 2, Box 447A-6, Bethel, Vermont 05032 • Tel. (802) 234-5534 • Email: goodwood@sover.net
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Ashford Handicrafts

Portable Spinning Wheel

Arrives completely assembled & lacquered 
Weighs only 5 kilos -11 pounds 
Folds compactly for easy carrying.
Sturdy all-cotton carry bag separately available

*  3 bobbins included 
(standard Ashford bobbins)

*  Four Spinning Ratios: 6,8,12, & 15:1
*  Ball bearings for smooth treadling and 

spinning
*  Weighted wheel for easy starting
*  Stretchy drive band:

no tension to adjust, easy ratio change
*  Single Drive style, versatile Scotch Tension
*  Built-in Lazy Kate
*  Made from durable laminated plywood

Visit one of the dealers listed in this ad, 
see our Web page dealer list, 

or contact:

Wholesale Distributor:
Crystal Palace Yams

3006 San Pablo Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
ph: (510)548-9988 
fax: (510)548-3453 

cpy@straw.com 
http://www.straw.com/cpy

mailto:cpy@straw.com
http://www.straw.com/cpy


Visit one of these dealers to test spin an Ashford spinning wheel and to find a wide variety of fibers. 
Write to us for a free color brochure showing all Ashford products.
CRYSTAL PALACE YARNS. 3006 San Pablo Avenue, Dept. 7, Berkeley, CA 94702. 

email: cpy@straw.com http://www.straw.com/cpy

States are listed in alphabetical order. Shops are organized by zip code order within each state list. ASHFORD

ALABAMA

Oak Mountain 
Handcrafters

Oak Mountain State Park 
Park Office on Terrace Dr. 
PO Box 278 
Pelham, AL 35124
(205) 620-2520
(205) 699-8694

ALASKA
Knitting Frenzy
4240 Old Seward 

Hwy. #18 
Anchorage, AK 99503
(907) 563-2717

Blue Barn Yarns
Wasilla-Heming Bldg.
PO Box 521215 
Big Lake, AK 99652
(907) 892-8901

ARIZONA
Fiber Factory
150 W. Main 
Mesa, AZ 85201
(602) 969-4346

Squirrel’s Nest
4215 S. Hwy. 92 
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
(520) 378-0330

White Mountain Wool 
Mill & Spinnery

HC 32, Box 525 
2125 Hwy. 77 
Show Low, AZ 85901 
(520) 536-2796

Studio Three
1442 W. Gurley St. 
Prescott, AZ 86301 
(520) 778-0307

ARKANSAS
The Mountain 

Handcrafts Co.
11 N. Main St.
Eureka Springs, AR 72632
(501) 253-4965

CALIFORNIA

Wild Fiber
1453-E 14th Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 
(800) 382-7067 
(310) 458-2748

The Weavers’ Cottage
15559 W. Sierra Hwy. 
Canyon Country, CA 91351 
(805) 250-9995 
Fax (805) 250-9444

Powell Sheep Co.
1826 Keyes Rd.
Ramona, CA 92065 
(619) 789-1758

CountrySpun Fibers
1731 Redwing St.
San Marcos, CA 92069 
(619) 744-0306

The Spin Shop
4267 Main St. *1 
Riverside, CA 92501 
(909) 686-9118

Denwar Craft Studio
236 E. 16th St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(714) 548-1342

The Village Spinning & 
Weaving Shop

425 B Alisal Rd.
Solvang, CA 93463 
(805) 686-1192

Custom Handweavers
2239 Old Middlefield Way, 

Ste. H
Mountain View, CA 94043
(415) 325-0626
(415) 967-0831

Warm Wooly Yarn Co.
2350 First St.
Livermore, CA 94550 
(510) 294-5843

Straw Into Gold
3006 San Pablo Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
(510) 548-5241 
e-mail: sig@straw.com

Rug & Yarn Hut
350 E. Campbell Ave. 
Campbell, CA 95008 
(408) 354-9316 
Fax (408) 395-1912

J Bar H Ranch
13185 New Ave.
San Martin, CA 95046 
(408) 683-2710

Golden Fleece
303 Potrero St., Ste. 29-101 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(408) 426-1425

Bar-B-Woolies
5308 Roeding Rd. 
Hughson, CA 95326
(209) 883-0833

Mountain View Woolens
27000 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476 
(707) 938-4454

Boll Weaver
226 F Street 
Eureka, CA 95501
(707) 443-8145

Alberta Borow’s Elegant 
Goat Ranch

11525 Dry Creek Rd. 
Auburn, CA 95603 
(916) 823-2433

Lofty Lou’s
585 Main St.
Placerville, CA 95667 
(916) 642-2270

Rumpelstiltskin
1021 “R” St.
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 442-9225 
(916) 457-1001

Wood-N-Ewe
6446 Westside Rd., Ste. F 
Redding, CA 96001 
(916) 243-4052

COLORADO
From Ewe to You
5128 County Rd. 142 
Elizabeth, CO 80107 
(303) 646-9245

Skyloom Fibres
1705 So. Pearl 
Denver, CO 80210 
(303) 777-2331

The Recycled Lamb
2010 Youngfield 
Lakewood, CO 80215 
(303) 234-9337

Shuttles Spindles & 
Skeins

633 S. Broadway, Shop #N 
(Table Mesa Shop Center) 
Boulder, CO 80303
(303) 494-1071

The Spinning Llama
Conifer Safeway Centre 
10875 US Hwy 285 #D201 
Conifer, CO 80433
(303) 838-8722

Green Valley Weaver's 
Supply

1807 N. Weber St.
Colo. Springs, CO 80907 
(719) 448-9963 
(800) 457-8559

The Mountain Weavery
311 Vi S. Union Ave. 
Pueblo, CO 81003 
(719) 545-2297

Dry Creek Fibers
238 Main St.
Delta, CO 81416 
(970) 874-3449

Fireside Farms
898 21/ Rd.
Grand Junction, CO 81505 
(970) 858-9288

CONNECTICUT
The Wheel Thing
454 Wells Hills Rd. 
Lakeville, CT 06039 
(860) 435-2626

Lamb’s Quarters
81 Stonebridge Rd. 
Wilton, CT 06897 
(203) 762-8909 
(800) 996-5666

FLORIDA

Weaving Beetle Ventures
2680 N.E. 31st Place 
Ocala, FL 34479 
(352) 351-1888

GEORGIA
Mary-Margaret Polly 

Weaving
1041 Wilburn Dr. 
Marietta, GA 30064 
(770) 424-0076

Clay House
770 Oglesby Bridge Rd. 
Conyers, GA 30208 
(404) 483-6884

The Spinning Shop 
Davis-Reagan House

4008 Dawsonville Hwy. 
Dahlonega, GA 30533 
(706) 864-8924

Big Creek Fibers
191 Gartrell St.
Ellijay, GA 30540 
(706) 635-6731 
(800) 619-6731

Rising Fawn Fiber Studio
Rt. 1 Cherokee Tr.
Rising Fawn, GA 30738 
(706) 398-9190 
(888) 774-6966 
e-mail: rffstudio@aol.com

Piedmont Gallery
149 North Main St.
Pine Mountain, GA 31822 
(706) 663-9340

IDAHO
Sheep Camp
2344 S. Marsh Creek Rd. 
Inkom, ID 83245 
(208) 254-3960

Snake River Fiberworks
1372 W. 81 N.
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 
(208) 525-8089

The Dyed Ewe
209 West 1st South 
Sugar City, ID 83448 
(208) 359-2206

Deb's Fiberworks
8901 Clovis 
Boise, ID 83709
(208) 322-1811

ILLINOIS
The Keweenaw 

Shepherd
202 East Westminster 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 
(847) 295-9524

Great Yarn Loft Co.
120 N. York Rd., Ste. 220 
Elmhurst, IL 60126 
(630) 833-7423 
(800) 628-3208

The Fold
3316 Millstream Rd. 
Marengo, IL 60152 
(815) 568-5320
(815) 568-0165

The Woolsmith
2509 Appaloosa Lane 
Mahomet, IL 61853
(217) 586-5393 
e-mail: 

jsmithl@prairienet.org

MORE DEALERS

mailto:cpy@straw.com
http://www.straw.com/cpy
mailto:sig@straw.com
mailto:rffstudio@aol.com
mailto:jsmithl@prairienet.org


ASHFORD

Visit one of these dealers to test spin an Ashford spinning wheel and to find a wide variety of fibers. 
Write to us for a free color brochure showing all Ashford products.
CRYSTAL PALACE YARNS, 3006 San Pablo Avenue, Dept. 7, Berkeley, CA 94702. 

email: cpy@straw.com http://www.straw.com/cpy

States are listed in alphabetical order. Shops are organized by zip code order within each state list.

INDIANA

Crete’s Spinning Hut 
Hutton Hoosier 
Llamas & Alpacas

10 N. 400 W.
Lebanon, IN 46052 
(317) 482-6622

Yucca Flats Yarns 
& Fibers

8708 S. CR 500 W 
Reelsville, IN 46171 
also located in “The 

Noblesville Emporium” 
(317) 672-8205

Shipshewana Spinning 
Wheel Co.

130 Harrison St. 
Shipshewana, IN 46565 
(219) 768-7842

Yarns Unlimited
129 Fountain Square 
Bloomington, IN 47404 
(812) 334-2464 
(812) 339-1674

Lear Fiber Arts
1701 Ohio Street *C 
Terre Haute, IN 47807 
(812) 234-4759

IOWA
Rose Tree Fiber Shop
2814 West Street 
Ames, IA 50014 
(515) 292-7076

Country Lane Fiber Arts
2860 Quincy Ave.
New London, IA 52645
(319) 367-5065

KANSAS
Yarn Barn
918 Massachusetts 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
(800) 468-0035

KENTUCKY
Stone’s Throw
444 Hinton Rd.
Sadieville, KY' 40370 
(502) 857-2712

MORE DEALERS

L.S.H. Creations
1584 Wellesley Dr. 
Lexington, KY 40513
(606) 231-0258

MAINE

Halcyon Yarn
12 School St.
Bath, ME 04530 
(800) 341-0282 
(207) 442-7909

MARYLAND

Misty Mountain Fiber 
Workshop

1330 Cape St. Claire Rd. 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
(410) 349-9695 
(800) 257-2907

MICHIGAN

Bellairs Hillside Farm & 
The Sheep Shed

8351 Big Lake Rd. 
Clarkston, MI 48346 
(810) 625-1181

The Spinning Wheel 
Shop

6425 Emery Rd.
Houghton Lake, MI 48629
(517) 422-4350

Hastings Antique Mall 
(Lady Peddler)

142 E. State St.
Hastings, MI 49058 
(616) 948-9644

Barry’s Town &
Country Farm

6360 Sampson Rd. 
Camden, MI 49232 
(219) 426-5778
(517) 368-5746

MINNESOTA

Detta’s Spindle
2592 Geggen-Tina Rd. 
Maple Plain, MN 55359 
(612) 479-1612 
e-mail: dettas@aol.com

Creative Fibers
5416 Penn Ave. So. 
Minneapolis, MN 55419
(612) 927-8307

Endion Station Crafts & 
Pleiades Jewelry

600 East Superior St. 
Duluth, MN 55802
(218) 727-3534

St. Peter’s Woolen Mill
101 W. Broadway 
St. Peter, MN 56082 
(800) 208-9821 
(507) 931-3734

Weaver’s Cabin
20578 317th St.
Avon, MN 56310
(320) 845-7115 
(888) 44-LOOMS

MISSISSIPPI
M N M Farms
120 Evergreen Dr. 
Brandon, MS 39042 
(601) 825-3749

MISSOURI
Weaving Dept./Myers 

House
180 W. Dunn Rd.
(1-270 & Hanley Rd.) 
Florissant, MO 63031
(314) 921-7800

The Niddy Noddy
205 Center St.
Hannibal, MO 63401 
(573) 248-8040

Kiddin’ A-Round
374 NW 251 
Clinton, MO 64735
(816) 885-6614

Carol Leigh’s Specialties
& Hill Creek Fiber 
Studio

7001 Hillcreek Rd. 
Columbia, MO 65203
(314) 874-2233 
(800) 874-9328 
(TRI-WEAV)

Feather ‘N’ Spindle
5454 Hwy. F 
Hartville, MO 65667 
(417) 741-7558

MONTANA

Heartfelt Fibers
212 South Third St. 
Bridger, MT 59014 
(406) 662-3274

Butler Ranch
Jody Butler
H.C. 55, Box 316 
Fishtail, MT 59028
(406) 328-6956

NEW HAMPSHIRE

The Fiber Studio
Foster Hill Rd., Box 637 
Henniker, NH 03242 
(603) 428-7830

Farm Mountain Sheep & 
Wool Co.

No. Wilmot Rd. off Rt. 4A 
Wilmot NH 03287 
(800) 298-9665 
(603) 526-WOOL

The Wool Room
218 Pleasant St.
Antrim, NH 03440 
(603) 588-6637

The Weaving Center at 
Harrisville Designs

Weaver’s Center-Main St. 
Harrisville, NH 03450 
(603) 827-3996

Hodge Podge 
Handicrafts

59 Belknap Ave.
Newport, NH 03773 
(603) 863-1470

NEBRASKA
The Plum Nelly
1360 W. Prairie Lake Rd. 
Hastings, NE 68901-7455
(402) 463-6262

NEW JERSEY
Briar Rose Farm
Margo Koehler
37 Layton Rd. 
Woodstown, NJ 08098 
(609) 769-1452

North Country Knits
551 Hands Mill Rd. 
Belleplain, NJ 08270
(609) 861-0328

The Spinnery
1367 Hwy. 202 
Neshanic Sta., NJ 08853
(908) 369-3260

NEW MEXICO

Village Wools
3801 C San Mateo NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
(800) 766-4553 
(505) 883-2919

Santa Fe Yarn & Knitting
500 N. Guadalupe, Ste. E 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 988-1250

NEW YORK

Woodside Weavers
4091 Jockey St.
Charlton, NY 12019 
(518) 399-7991

Amazing Threads, Ltd.
2010 Ulster Ave. (Rte 9W 

North)
Kingston, NY 12449 
(914) 336-5322

General Bailey 
Homestead Farm

340 Spier Falls Rd. 
Greenfield Center, NY 

12833 
(518) 893-2015

Spin-N-Knit Crafts
Factoryville Rd.
Rt. 2, Box 33 
Crown Point, NY 12928 
(518) 597-3785

Country Delights
137 Main St,
Boonville, NY 13309 
(800) 858-5740

Spin A Yarn
7 S. Washington St. 
Binghamton, NY 13903
(607) 722-3318

Daft Dames Handcrafts
13384 Main Rd., Rte. 5 
Akron, NY 14001
(716) 542-4235

Three Bags Full
825 River Road 
North Tonawanda, NY 

14120
(716) 694-4990

mailto:cpy@straw.com
http://www.straw.com/cpy
mailto:dettas@aol.com


Visit one of these dealers to test spin an Ashford spinning wheel and to find a wide variety of fibers.
Write to us for a free color brochure showing all Ashford products.
CRYSTAL PALACE YARNS, 3006 San Pablo Avenue, Dept. 7, Berkeley, CA 94702. 

email: cpy@straw.com http://www.straw.com/cpy

States are listed in alphabetical order. Shops are organized by zip code order within each state list. ASHK)RD

A s h f o r d  l a c e  f l y e r
The Ashford Lace Fiver allows 
you to spin at ratios as high as 40:1 
on the Traditional (slightly lower on 
the Traveller). The Lace Flyer Kit 
comes with special ball bearing 
maidens and a stretchy, non-slip 
drive band to allow for true 40:1 
ratio spinning. Three large-core 
bobbins are included and were 
designed to ensure gentle take-up of 
extra fine yarns.

The flyer itself is a totally new 
design with streamlined shape, 
offset hooks and 4 spinning speeds. 
The kit can be installed on any 
single drive Traditional or Traveller 
wheel.

An Acceptor Kit is available 
separately which allows Double 
Drive Traditionals and Travellers to 
accept the Lace Flyer Kit.

Sheep & Wool Shop OHIO My Country Place Tulsa Feed Co., Inc. Northwest Wools
4849 Coiy Corners 
Marion, NY 14505 
(315) 926-5765

Honey Rock Enterprises
10363 Loches Rd. NE

141 South St.
Quaker City, OH 43773 
(614) 679-2131

1780 N. Yale 
Tulsa, OK 74115 
(918) 834-6613

3524 SW Troy St. 
Portland, OR 97219 
(503) 244-5024

St. Louisville, OH 43071 (800) 370-1033
(614) 745-2832 OREGON

Fiber Nooks & Crannys

NORTH CAROLINA (800) 745-2834 Sally’s Shop 351 NW Jackson Ave., #2
139 College St. The Cobbs’ Web Corvallis, OR 97330

Shuttles Needles & 
Hooks

^ -I /~* 1 .1 l '.

Village Crafts
Wadsworth, OH 44281 
(330) 334-1996

20698 Hwy 99E N.E. 
Aurora, OR 97002

(541) 754-8637

62 E. Cherry (On the (503) 678-5047 Soft Horizons Fibre
214 h. Chatham St. Square) Fiberworks 412 E. 13th Ave.
Cary, NC 27511 Sunbury, OH 43074 3102 Maginn Dr. Yarn Tree Eugene, OR 97401
(919) 469-WEAV (888) 965-3476 Dayton, OH 45434 3665 SW Hall Blvd. (541) 343-0651

Bovldae Farm
(937) 426-5522 Beaverton, OR 97005

163 Jarvis Br. Rd. 
Mars Hill, NC 28754

The Little House
1927 N. Main St. OKLAHOMA

(503) 644-8668 
e-mail: pvbyt@aol.com

(704) 689-9931 Clyde, OH 43410 Stitching Post Molehill Farm
(800) 554-7973 5928 N.W. 16 1246 S.W. Borland Rd. M O RE DEALERS

Oklahoma City, OK 73127 West Linn, OR 97068
(405) 495-4699 (503) 638-6799 *

mailto:cpy@straw.com
http://www.straw.com/cpy
mailto:pvbyt@aol.com


ASHFORD

Visit one of these dealers to test spin an Ashford spinning wheel and to find a wide variety of fibers. 
Write to us for a free color brochure showing all Ashford products.
CRYSTAL PALACE YARNS, 3006 San Pablo Avenue, Dept. 7, Berkeley, CA 94702. 

email: cpy@straw.com http://www.straw.com/cpy

States are listed in alphabetical order. Shops are organized by zip code order within each state list.

Inda Farm Enterprises
26336 Crow Rd.
Eugene, OR 97402 
(541) 345-9498

By the Bay Creations/ 
The Bag Lady

1887 Union Ave.
North Bend, OR 97459 
(541) 756-7978

Web-ster’s: 
Handspinners, 
Weavers, & Knitters

11 North Main St. 
Ashland, OR 97520 
(800) 482-9801

PENNSYLVANIA

Knots & Treadles
103 E. Pittsburgh St. 
Delmot, PA 15626 
(412) 468-4265

Country Spun Studio
RRl, Box 269 
Rochester Mills, PA 15771 
(412) 286-3255 
(800) 970-9703

Otter Creek Store
106 South Diamond 
Mercer, PA 16137
(412) 662-2830

Weaver’s Loft
308 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Centre Hall, PA 16828
(814) 364-1433 
(800) 693-7242

Mannings
1132 Green Ridge Rd. 
East Berlin, PA 17316
(717) 624-2223 
(800) 233-7166

Althouse’s Sewing 
Center

2371 Packhouse Rd. 
Fogelsville, PA 18051 
(800) 615-3216

Hillandale Farm 
Lamb & Wool Co.

At the Bay W indow  
S hoppes 

Dallas, PA 18621 
(800) 477-WOOL

MORE DEALERS

SOUTH CAROLINA
The Weaver’s Knot
508 Inlet Dr.
Seneca, SC 29672 
(864) 820-1214 
(800) 680-7747

Starview Farm
678 Old Stage Rd. 
Edgefield, SC 29824 
(800) 820-YARN
(803) 637-0079

TENNESSEE
Creekside

Spinning/Weaving
Coker Creek Village 
12528 Hwy 68 
(423) 261-2310

Jane’s Fiber Works
604 Franklin St. 
Greenville, TN 37745 
(423) 639-7919 
(888) 497-2665

Foothills Fiberworks
2235 Chesterfield Dr. 
Maryville, TN 37803 
(423) 681-5000
(800) 808-7087

TEXAS
Woolenworks, Inc.
119 S. Tennessee St. 
McKinney, TX 75069 
(972) 562-YARN

Heritage Arts at the 
Blossom Patch

807 W. Henderson 
Cleburne, TX 76031 
(817) 558-8488

Upstairs Studio
304 W. Main
La Porte, TX 77571 
(713) 470-0108
(800) 640-8991

Fay Drozd
305 Indian Creek Rd. 
Ingram, TX 78025
(210) 367-2567

Stonehill
104 E. Ufer
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
(210) 990-8952

UTAH
Salt Lake Weaver’s Store
1227 East 3300 South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84106
(801) 486-1610
(800) 363-5585

The Needlepoint Joint
241 Historic 25th St. 
Ogden, UT 84401
(801) 394-4355

VERMONT
Ellen’s 1/2 Pint Farm
85 Tucker Hill Rd. 
Norwich, VT 05055 
(802) 649-5420

VIRGINIA

Springwater Fiber 
Workshop Inc.

820 N. Fairfax St. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 549-3634

The River Farm
9400 Congress St.
P.O. Box 895 
New Market, VA 22844
(540) 896-5833 
(800) 872-9665

Stony Mountain Fibers
939 Hammocks Gap Rd. 
Charlottesville, VA 22911
(804) 295-2008

Carolina Homespun
Eastridge Rd., Rt. 2, Box 

390-H 
Ridgeway, VA 24148
(540) 957-1174 
(800) 450-7786

WASHINGTON
Parkside Wool 

Company
17 102nd Ave., NE 
Bellevue, WA 98004 
(206) 455-2138

Weaving Works
4717 Brooklyn Ave. NE 
Seattle, WA 98105 
(888) 524-1221 
(206) 524-1221

The Knit Shop
1324 Cornwall Ave. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
(360) 671-2590 
(888) 671-2590

Wool Station
4218 136th St. NE 
Marysville, WA 98271 
(360) 653-2604

Whidbey Spinning & 
Wool Shop

1664 Hastie Lake Rd. 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
(360) 679-8716

The Fiber Attic
1009 First St. *201 
Snohomish, WA 98290 
(360) 563-0330

Baa Baa Black Sheep 
Ranch

13290 Wallace Rd. SE 
Olalla, WA 98359 
(206) 857-3233 
(206) 857-3447

Spinner’s Hearth
7512 Lackey Rd.
Vaughn, WA 98394 
(206) 884-1500 
(206) 884-9009

Fibers Etc. Studio
705 Court C 
Tacoma, WA 98424
(206) 531-3257
(206) 572-1859

Windy Acres Weaving
9546 Glory Dr., SE 
Olympia, WA 98513 
(360) 491-2177 
e-mail: slmoon@aol.com

Dear Valley Farm
W. 18592 Cloquallum Rd. 
Elma, WA 98541
(206) 482-3307

Williams Wools & 
Weavings

1339 Commerce # 103 
Longview, WA 98632 
(360) 636-3970

Paradise Fibers
Rt. 1, Box 230A 
Colfax, WA 99111 
(800) 484-6687 #1311

Embraceable Ewe
E. 10623 Sprague Ave., 

Ste. D 
Spokane, WA 99206 
(509) 921-1442

WEST VIRGINIA

Stonecoal Weaving 
Studio

230 Main Ave.
Weston, WV 26452
(304) 269-3258
(304) 269-6009

WISCONSIN

Apple Hollow 
Farm/Spinning Wheel 
Lady

W 1155 Colbo Road 
Burlington, WI 53105 
(414) 642-9490

Weaving Workshop
920 E. Johnson 
Madison, WI 53703
(608) 255-1066

Susan’s Fiber Shop
N250 Hwy, A 
Columbus, WI 53925
(414) 623-4237 
Fax (414) 623-0120

Vee’s Fiber Studio
W 5922 CTH "OS” 
Onalaska, WI 54650
(608) 783-3081

Granite Creek Farm
642-27th Ave.
Cumberland, WI 54829 
(715) 822-8766

WYOMING

The Yarn Farm
316 Home Stretch 
Evanston, WY 82930 
(307) 789-8044 
(307) 789-5889

Ewe-Nique Yarns & Gifts
6 Murdock Mesa Rd.,

Box 478 
Pinedale, WY 82941 
(307) 367-2167

mailto:cpy@straw.com
http://www.straw.com/cpy
mailto:slmoon@aol.com


Double Treadle Kits

Double Treadle 
Kits are now  
available to 
convert either 
the Traditional or 
the Traveller 
Spinning Wheel. 
Either single 
drive or double 
drive style can be 
converted.

Joy
Portable Spinning Wheel

Joy Ashford has been 
spinning on Ashford 
Spinning W heels for over 
60 years since her husband 
Walter started making 
them. Here she is show n 
spinning on the portable 
spinning w heel that her 
son Richard developed and 
named after her.



(fo rm erly  S u lliv an ’s 
S p rin g w ater S pinoffs)

CUSTOM CARDING 

UNIQUE, READY TO SPIN 

BLENDS

No minimum weights

Experienced in all fibers

Specialized equipment for 
exotics and fine wools

Dye work available

All prices the same as when we 
took over the business

Call about the fibers that are 
available at this time or send 

LSASE for information

J f a i t t a s g  O f f e r s

26516 S. Hwy. 170 
Canby, OR 97013 
(503) 263-4902

IP GQO

Carded wool 
in 5 natural and 
9 dyed colors.

Custom carding, 
spinning and dyeing 

available.

Send $2.^ for sample cards. 
Dealers inquiries invited.

WILDI
PO Box 4662, Dept. O 
Philadelphia, PA 19127-0662 
Spinning Wool Since 1880.
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vVty A

815- 568-0165
815- 568-5320
Featuring-

Hatchtown Farm Spindles &  Wool from 
Rock House Farm 

Try our NEW Lincoln wool and silk blends!
THE FOLD3

3316 Midstream Road • Marengo/ Illinois 60152



Spinner's Question
Blocking Yarn
Q * I m oved to a new state last year, and one of the hardest parts of moving was 
leaving m y old spinning guild. I have found a new guild and feel welcome, but am 
surprised and puzzled by so many different ideas and attitudes. For example, in 
my old guild nobody ever talked about blocking their yarn, but everyone here says 
you must block your yarn, and the more the better. Now I don’t know  what to do.

A: First off, whenever you hear a spin­
ner saying you m ust always do this or 
never do that, as if there's only one right 
way to proceed, the best thing to do is 
sm ile sweetly and walk away quickly. 
Rigid guidelines may apply to specific 
situations, bu t they aren 't appropriate 
for spinning in  general. Blocking is a 
good example to discuss.

What is blocking}
Blocking means washing or wetting 

a skein, then positioning it so that the 
yarn is held straight as it dries. The tra­
ditional way to do this is to put the wet 
skein on a swift, then rewind the yarn 
onto a yarn  blocker (you can buy a 
blocker or make one yourself from wood 
or plastic pipe). Wind slowly and care­
fully so all the strands are straight and 
even, but don't pull the yarn too tight. 
Then let it dry and remove the skein.

A sho rtcu t is to hang up the wet 
skein, a ttach  a w eight to the bottom , 
and leave the weight in place until the 
skein is dry. Weighting skeins is easier 
than  w inding yarn onto a blocker but 
doesn't work as evenly, because some 
strands of the skein are always pulled 
tighter than others.

Blocking to set the tw ist
Traditionally, spinners used blocking 

as a way to prepare singles yarn for 
weaving. Blocking sets the twist, which 
means the yarn doesn't kink or snarl so 
m uch and is easier to handle as you 
thread the warp or throw  the shu ttle . 
M any contem porary spinners have 
adopted blocking as a way to handle 
singles in general, but this can lead to 
trouble. Setting twist doesn't make it go 
away,- the yarn only seem s calm until 
you wash it. Then it kinks again. This

isn't a problem for weavers. If you block 
singles yarn, weave w ith  it, then wash 
the cloth, the cloth may end up w ith a 
crinkled tex tu re  bu t it  stays square. 
Knitters, however, may get an unw el­
come surprise. If you block singles yarn, 
k n it w ith  it, then  wash the finished 
item , the stitches m ay slant and the 
w hole project m ay pull out of shape. 
W hether th is happens w ill depend on 
how m uch tw ist is in  the yarn and on 
how you handle the yarn on its way to 
becoming a finished project.

Be careful not to stretch the yarn
The idea in blocking is to hold the 

yarn in  a straightened position  as it 
dries, but spinners sometimes exagger­
ate and wind the yarn too tightly on the 
blocker or attach too heavy a weight to 
the skein. This doesn't just straighten 
the yarn, it stretches it. W hat happens 
the next tim e you wash tha t yarn and 
let it dry without blocking: It gets short­
er—it "un"stretches. Again, this isn 't a 
problem for weavers, who expect their 
fabric to shrink when they take it off the 
loom and wash and dry it. If you're going 
to m ake a garm ent from  handwoven 
cloth, you always preshrink the fabric 
before you start to cut and sew.

By contrast, knitters typically don't 
plan for shrinkage. If you accidentally 
or in ten tiona lly  s tre tch  yarn  as you 
block it and then  kn it w ith  tha t yarn, 
when you wash the finished project, you 
may end up with something that's a few 
sizes too small. For knitting—especial­
ly w ith  wool!—it's  a good idea to 
"preshrink" the yarn before you use it. 
Wash the skeins and lay them  on a 
towel or rack to dry, so the yarn is re­
laxed, not stretched.

Three alternatives to blocking
1. Untwist the yarn. If you've spun a 

singles w ith  so m uch tw ist that it acts 
kinky and feels hard and wiry, blocking 
may help you use the yarn, but it won't 
solve the basic problem. A m ore spin- 
nerly solution is to make the yarn into 
a ball, tie one end onto the leader, and 
quickly spin that yarn onto the bobbin 
again, turning your wheel in the oppo­
site direction to rem ove some of the 
original tw ist. D on't be ashamed to do 
this; it's m uch better to fix a problem  
than to pretend it doesn't exist.

2. Ply your yarn. If you ply a yarn to 
balance the tw ist in  the singles, the 
washed skein will naturally be calm and 
easy to handle, and there will be no rea­
son to bother blocking it. (For step-by- 
step advice on how to make a balanced 
plied yarn, see the Summer 1995 issue 
of Spin-Off, page 128.)

3. Steam your yarn. Steaming yarn is 
like ironing clothes—it makes the wrin­
kles go away. Simply pass the skein back 
and forth through the steam coming out 
of a teakettle, or use a garment steamer 
or steam iron to steam a skein that's still
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on a niddy-noddy or skein reel. It only 
takes a few seconds for the steam to do 
its job. Steam ing m akes neat, sm ooth 
skeins. Like blocking, steaming sets the 
tw ist, bu t un like blocking, there 's no 
risk  of stre tch ing  the yarn. You can 
steam  a skein before you wash it, after

you wash it, or both. (Steaming com ­
plem ents, bu t doesn 't su b stitu te  for, 
washing.)

I t’s your decision
So, should you block or not? Your 

choice depends on the kind of yarn and

how you 're  going to use it. N ow  that 
you understand the choices, you're ready 
to proceed w ith  confidence. And at the 
next guild meeting, you can smile more 
sweetly than ever. Listen to w hat other 
spinners have to say, but make your own 
decisions. It's your yarn. ❖

YARN BARN 918 Massachusetts St. Lawrence, Kansas 66044
Schacht Ashford Louet

Double Treadle Wheels..... the ups and downs!
Is one leg getting tired spinning? Does your wheel want to spin backwards? Do you have uneven rhythm? 

Then a double treadle wheel is for you. For more answers to your double treadle questions 
or for YARN BARN’S free Equipment Catalog of spinning wheels and looms, just call us at

1-800-468-0035.
We pay shipping 

on wheels. 
Prices are competitive. 
Fast, friendly service.

Lendrum

FRICKE ENTERPRISES Wool Carders, Spinning Wheels, Etc.

You owe it to yourself to check out our SPINNING WHEELS 
• They are SMOOTH, hard working, USER FRIENDLY, and 
very versatile • Fax your inquiry to (360) 691 -7590, or call or 
write for Catalog.

8702 State Rd 92 • Granite Falls, WA 98252-9719 • (360) 691-5779

BENCH CARDERS • OVER 22 YEARS OF SERVICE TO FIBER ARTISTS 
CONSIDERED WORLD CLASS BY OUR CUSTOMERS • ASK SOMEONE WHO OWNS ONE! 

OUR MOTTO: YOU CAN ALWAYS PAY MORE BUT YOU CAN’T BUY ANY BETTER
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Friends, 
Spun Together 
by Jill Turner 

IHAVE CONCLUDED that friendship 
and spinning have far more in common 
than is reasonable. What is the goal of a 

friendship? Perhaps to bring people togeth­
er who share something? To establish a 
common goal, or; in spite of differences, to 
create a common interest? 

But wouldn't life be boring if everyone 
around you felt the same way about every­
thing? Wouldn't we become stale and unin­
teresting without the challenge of different 
opinions, or of other ways of doing things? 

In spinning, the goal is to bring together 
loose fibers, which may be relatively simi­

lar or completely different. The spinner's 
aim is to combine them in a way that ap­
peals to sight and touch. Taking a look at 
how lasting friendship evolves, I think the 
goal is to bring people together in the same 
way, and to create a lasting bond that will 
grow into a strong union which, in turn, 
will nourish both parties and enhance 
their growth. 

When you think about combining fibers 
in a yarn, there are several questions you 
should ask yourself. How will the fibers in­
teract? Will they hold together as one, or 
will they pull apart, unable to hold within 

As the 
wheel 
turns . . . . 



the twist? Will they shrink at the same 
rate, or do you care if one shrinks more 
than the other—in some cases, could that 
benefit the finished yarn? What texture are 
you trying to create? Should it be smooth, 
rough, slubby, coarse, fine?

Then you look at the fibers that are 
available to you. What kinds do you want 
to use in this project? What colors? You're 
approaching the stage where you m ust 
commit yourself to the final project, 
choosing the fibers, colors, and textures for 
real. Maybe looking at people w ith the 
same eye, we might make better choices in 
our friends.

A common bond or interest brings peo­
ple together, but if we all think alike, then 
who do we have to talk w ith—and convert 
to our point of view? Isn't that part of the 
fun? I don't know about you, but I want 
people to try to bring me around to their 
way of thinking. Sometimes, even when I 
agree I'll argue the other side. Maybe I 
want to see if I can change their minds, or 
maybe I'm  just obstinate. I can be that way 
once in a while—it's my dad in me! He 
loved to do just that. He seldom accepted 
what I said at face value. He always w ant­

ed me to explain, and often took the oppos­
ing view. At the time, I thought he was 
just trying to drive me crazy. Now I under­
stand he was helping me develop the skill 
to see all sides and the ability to be sure of 
m y convictions.

Friends take you as you are, good or 
bad, and do the best w ith you. Just like 
fibers, we're not always at our best. We 
work w ith w hat we have. Sometimes it's 
smooth, combed silk, and som etim es it's 
noil, bugs and all!

No m atter how many spinners I meet, 
talk to, and share spinning with, every one 
does something different. I th ink that's 
part of what I enjoy. When you share your 
ideas, you get some in return. N ot every 
idea will suit you, but that's okay.

Good friends should be like a good yarn: 
strong when needed, but w ith enough di­
versity to keep life interesting. ❖

Jill Turner teaches fiber arts in adult edu­
cation programs around Michigan and en­
joys teaching at fiber conferences around 
the country. She’d also working hard this 
year on the new  Michigan Fiber Festival, 
August 14-17, 1997, in Allegan.

Ohio Valley 
Natural Fibers

Ohio Valley Natural Fibers 
Kent & Ginny Ferguson 
8541 Louderback Rd 
Sardinia OH 45171 

(937) 446-3045
Write or call for a free brochure

Call to discuss the best 
Processing Method for your Fibers.

THANKS
For Your Confidence

We are now the ONLY 
Complete Custom Processing Mill 

In the U.S.

Along with producing lofty roving, 
We can also process fibers into:
Worsted Yarn 
Woolen Yarn 
Reduced Top 
Batting

Felting Batts 
Pencil Roving 

Sliver 
Top

We also carry animal products, books, fibers 
for blending, and spinning supplies. We 

specialize in fine and exotic fiber processing.

26 SPIN- OFF Spring 1997



B O U N T I F U L ?
JENSEN • SCHACHT • LOUET • ASHFORD • MAJACRAFT • REE  ̂

TIMBERTOPS • HALDANE • LENDRUM • DUNDAS • FRICKE 
SALE & FREE FREIGHT on Most Wheels & Looms 

We have 26 Double Treadle models to choose from!

YOUR SOURCE FOR THE INCOMPARABLE JENSEN WHEELS 
6 NEW JENSEN WHEELS - FAST DELIVERY 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED • Free Jensen Brochure

TINA II TINA
VICTORIA

DEBBIE
GOSSIP

D-30
NEW JENSEN UPRIGHT WHEELS (Not Pictured)

All Wheels on SALE - Call for your best prices!
Books, Fibers, Fancy Drop Spindles, Taklis, Woolcombs, Handcards, 
Natural & Gaywool Dyes, and Brittany and Addi Knitting Needles.

SCHACHT SPIN NOW KIT -  includes Schacht’s Original Matchless
Wheel or SCHACHT’S N E W  DOUBLE TREADLE WHEEL, 4 Bobbins,
LazyKate, Threading Hook, Carry Strap, Oil Bottle, Handturned
Niddy Noddy, and 1 lb. Coopworth Wool Roving (New High Speed
Whorls Available Now!)
FREE SHIPPING in Cont. U.S. CALL FOR SALE PRICE!

Spinner’s Catalog $3.00 • Complete Catalog $5.00

EVERYTHING FOR THE SPINNER OR WEAVER! 
PROMPT SERVICE • FRIENDLY KNOW LEDGEABLE ADVICE

We match advertised prices.
Call us fo r your best deal!

BOUNTIFUL
Lois & Bud Scarbrough 

125-B Moraine Ave. P.O. Box 1727 
Estes Park, CO. 80517 

(970) 586-9332
e-mail = bountiful@earthlink.net 

VISA, MC, AMEX, DISCOVER, LAYAWAY

SCHACHT  
DOUBLE TREADLE

LENDRUM
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Books
Pingouin Classic Knits for 
All the Family
Sally Harding
North Pomfret, Vermont: Trafalgar 
Square Publishing, 1994. Hardbound, 
144pages, $29.95. ISBN 1-57076-000-4.

Chosen from among the more than 
ten thousand patterns in Pingouin's files, 
this book contains thirty-plus sweater 
designs which include the classics, more 
m odern designs, and country styles. 
They range from the softly fem inine 
through baby item s, patterns for ch il­
dren, and men's styles to suit a wide va­
riety  of tastes. Pingouin is know n for 
their outstanding photography. A full- 
page photograph accompanies each pat­
tern, illustrating perfectly the texture as 
well as how each specific sweater will 
look when finished.

The patterns are graded according to 
difficulty, appealing to knitters from the 
beginner level to those who enjoy more 
complexity. The w ritten directions are 
clearly presented in a logical order, be­
ginning w ith sizes, materials, tension, 
and stitches used, followed by complete 
instructions. Charts w ith  accompany­
ing key m easurem ents are used where 
applicable.

Patterns used for these sweaters 
w ould appeal to a num ber of kn itters 
from the novice to the experienced knit­
ter. Some are in sim ple stockinette  
stitch, while others are done in m ulti­
ple all-over cables for more in trica te  
work offering more challenge. All of the 
designs are timeless, in that w ith only 
m inor adjustm ents or knitted  in a dif­
ferent color, they will remain appealing 
for many years to come.

Although written specifically for Pin­
gouin yams, an extensive listing of yam 
information at the back of the book pro­
vides enough inform ation, including 
weight, fiber content, and ball size, to 
enable an experienced spinner to dupli­
cate the fiber blends and sizes of the 
yarns called for. The s titch  gauge and 
needle-size charts provide additional help 
in substitu ting yarns. Known for their 
soft mohair blends and finer yams, Pin­

gouin's designs for these garm ents in ­
clude cotton and wool mixtures as well.

Of near coffee-table-book quality, 
Pingouin Classic Knits for A ll the Fam­
ily  would be a wonderful reference for 
any knitter's library.

— Gloria Hall

Knitting In America: 
Patterns, Profiles, and 
Stories of America's 
Leading Artisans
M elanie D. Falick
N ew  York: Artisan, 1996. Hardbound, 
224 pages, $35. ISBN 1-885183-27-5.

If Melanie Falick wrote K nitting In 
America to compete w ith the beautiful 
coffee-table kn itting  books by British 
knitters, she has definitely won. K nit­
ting In America  is so much more than 
a beautiful pattern book. For me the pat­
terns are secondary—a nice bonus. The 
thirty-eight articles featuring knitters 
from twenty-one states are inspiring and 
heart-warming.

K nitting In Am erica  encompasses 
four regions of the United States: East, 
Southwest, West, and M idwest. The 
featured knitters are professional de­
signers, accomplished nonprofessionals, 
spinners, dyers, workshop leaders, artists, 
shop owners, icons, and unknowns. 
Melanie Falick writes of them  and their 
work with respect and fondness.

Chris Hartlove's photography of the 
knitters and their knitting is lovely. He 
makes the knitters' friends and relatives 
(who modeled the patterned garments) 
look beautiful. Many knitting books and 
magazines show models in poses where 
a clear view of the knitting is sacrificed 
to interesting composition or the beau­
ty of the model. Hartlove's pictures of 
the knitting are clear and helpful as well 
as beautiful.

Each article gives the reader a trip 
through the knitter's personal and pro­
fessional past, a visit in  the k n itte r 's  
home and favorite knitting places, and 
a view of some sources of inspiration.

Seven of these knitters discuss the role 
that handspinning plays in their k n it­
ting. If you've ever looked at a beautiful 
sweater or a humorous pair of socks and 
w ondered how the k n itte r  thought of 
that, but found only a pattern, this book 
will finally answ er your questions. In 
the process, your own creative juices 
will be stirred.

The sixty pages of patterns include 
adu lts ' and ch ild ren 's  sw eaters, hats, 
wimples, vests, shawls, socks, and m it­
tens. The patterns are rated for difficul­
ty. Except for one "easy" pattern and one 
"expert" pattern, the rest of the designs 
fall into the "experienced" and "in ter­
mediate" categories.

The final two pages are devoted to 
pictures and kn itte rs ' credits for all of 
the hats donated to the K nitting  In 
America  Hat Project.

If I have a complaint about Knitting  
In America, it is that it is too short. Not 
only do I want more articles, but I want 
to read about knitters from places that 
weren't represented, like the South and 
Canada. There is one other com plaint 
th a t was voiced by m y friend, Laura. 
Every tim e she se ttles  down to read 
more of this wonderful book, what she 
reads m akes her w ant to put the book 
down and knit.

Actually, that may be the best com­
plim ent a knitting book can receive.

—Mary Spanos

Lace Knitting:
A Selection of 26 Patterns
Sane van S chalkw yk
Cape Town, South Africa: Delos,
1991. O ut of print. Paperbound, 48 
pages, $10.95. ISBN 1-86826-180-8.

This is one book that I w ant to have 
in  m y k n ittin g  library w hen the  urge 
strikes to create elegant handspun lace 
for my hom e. Van Schalkw yk's selec­
tion of twenty-six patterns includes both 
simple and complex knitted lace acces­
sories for every room of the house: soap 
sachets, lace-edged guest towels, saucer 
doilies, a tea cozy, place mats, coasters,
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pillow  covers, tablecloths, curtains, a 
bedspread, and more. Each pattern is pre­
sented w ith  line-by-line w ritten  in ­
structions (no charts) and a full-color 
photograph to inspire the novice and ex­
pert lace knitter alike.

This is no t a "how -to" book; it  is a 
book of patterns, and the author assumes 
knowledge of the fundamentals of kn it­
ting and crochet. A brief in troduction 
provides basic information about gener­
al technique, casting on and off, using 
abbreviations and notation for pattern 
repeats, and washing and stretching the 
finished piece. Knitting abbreviations are 
standard except for a few, like yfd, yon, 
ym, and others which are specific to in­
dividual patterns; all are clearly explained 
by the author. Yam requirements, nee­
dle sizes, and all measurements are given 
in m etric only. Among the book's nice 
surprises are the two alternative m eth­
ods of casting on for circular pieces. This 
bit of technical inform ation alone is 
worth the price of the book.

Approximately half the patterns are 
in the trad ition  of M arianne Kinzel's 
"Round Art Knitting"—amazing circu­
lar designs th a t begin w ith  8 to 12 
stitches in the center and gradually in ­
crease to hundreds of stitches with stars, 
flowers, leaves, and other pleasing 
shapes em erging along the way. The 
other designs, including a stunning lace 
border for an oval (or round) m irror 
frame, begin w ith a more m anageable 
num ber of stitches, typically in the 40 
to 160 range.

With few exceptions, the instructions 
call for crochet cotton no. 5 or no. 8 and 
size 2.5 m m  (U.S. 2) double-pointed and 
circular needles, but handspinners know 
that these specifications are only a 
guideline. I sam pled several patterns 
using size 0 (2 mm) needles and very fine 
two-ply yarn in three different fibers: 
Merino, Merino/bombyx silk blend, and 
tussah silk. The saucer doily that I knit­
ted in space-dyed Merino looked like a 
delicate flower with a peach-colored cen­
ter and purple petals blending in to  a 
pink border. I also completed a 13-inch 
(33-cm) circular doily and began one of 
the tablecloths, whose center portion 
was not visible in the photograph. I like 
to compare my knitting to a photograph 
to make sure I'm on track and so I was 
disappointed that the centers of two

tablecloths appeared washed out in the 
accom panying photographs—a sm all 
technical flaw in  an otherwise beau ti­
fully produced book.

I used the author's alternative m eth­
ods of casting on, and found that I could 
begin the circular pieces w ithou t dis­
torting the pattern, dropping stitches, or 
getting tangled up in  needles going in 
every direction. The in structions are 
clear and precise and the  patterns are 
definitely suitable for a variety of hand- 
spun projects—from delicate silk doilies 
to cuddly, soft christening shawls, and 
m aybe even a lacy afghan. True, the 
more intricate pieces demand consider­
able skill and concentration, bu t the 
heirloom quality of these patterns cer­
tainly makes them  worthy of our tim e 
and effort.

—Janice Keller

Classic Knits for Kids
D ebb ie  Bliss
North Pomfret, Vermont: Trafalgar 
Square, 1994. Softbound, 80 pages, 
$11.95. ISBN 1-57076-026-8.

Bright Knits for Kids
D ebbie  Bliss
North Pomfret, Vermont: Trafalgar 
Square, 1996. Hardbound, 80 pages, 
$19.95. ISBN 1-57076-025-X.

The subtitle of Classic Knits for Kids 
is "30 Traditional Aran and Guernsey 
Designs for 0-6 Years." There is a m ar­
velous range of styles in these thirty de­
signs and I found myself wishing over 
and over th a t the sweaters had been 
sized up to at least a women's medium. 
It's been a long while since I've taken 
tim e to kn it anything besides the es­
sentials of socks and gloves for my chil­
dren, but the designs in this book have 
just about guaranteed th a t my two 
youngest boys will get new sweaters this 
winter. I promised myself years ago that
I w ouldn 't kn it anything for w hich I 
hadn't spun the yam, and these sweaters 
will fit in well w ith my new attem pts 
to spin nice, fat yams that will knit up 
quickly and be snugly and warm.

In addition to sweaters, there are 
coats, jackets, and several hats. While

the styles and textures seem  at first 
glance to be quite traditional, a closer 
look reveals m odem  touches that mark 
these sweaters as new classics. There are 
lovely and unexpected details such as 
lace borders on an Aran cardigan; hoods,- 
shawl and sailor collars; and pocket flaps. 
M ost designs are w orked in  a single 
color, as was true of the originals from 
which the author takes her inspiration.

While I liked the textures and subtle 
colors in Classic Knits for Kids, my chil­
dren preferred the cheerful and brilliant 
colors and pattern ing  used in  Bright 
Knits for Kids. Here again you 'll find 
over twenty-five designs for children, in­
cluding cardigans, pullovers, hats, and 
vests. M ost of the patterns are knitted  
using the Fair Isle technique th a t re­
quires no more than two colors in a row, 
with the color not in use stranded across 
the back of the garment. About a third 
of the garm ents are worked in  a single 
color and rely on texture for their in ter­
est, bu t these colors are not the con­
ventional ones of Aran white or gansey 
blue. Instead Debbie Bliss has chosen 
the gay blues, greens, reds, and yellows 
sure to delight most children.

In both books the yarn sizes are 
m ainly in the m edium  to heavy range, 
and the majority of patterns call for nee­
dle sizes from Am erican 5 to 7 (4 to 5 
mm) and gauges of 5 to 6 s titches per 
inch (2.5 cm). There is a good represen­
ta tion  of degrees of difficulty in  each 
book. Classic Knits has sim ple striped 
tunics and fisherman ganseys as well as 
Arans with complex bobbles and cables. 
Bright Knits ranges from textural one- 
color patterns to multi-color patterning 
that requires Fair Isle technique or in ­
tarsia. Each garment piece is shown in 
a diagram that gives dimensions in both 
inches and centim eters. All sw eater/ 
jacket designs are worked in pieces and 
sewn together. Although the sizes only 
range up to 6, the m easurem ents given 
are very generous (for instance, chest 
size of 36"/91 cm on size 6) and by sim ­
ply lengthening body and sleeves many 
of these sweaters could be made to fit 
older children.

The stitch patterns in Classic Knits 
are w ritten out, as opposed to being in 
chart form. Because of the complexity 
of some of the patterns, particularly the 
Arans, th is m akes for full pages of
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closely-spaced sm all type. In Bright 
K nits  the  color patterns are shown in 
black-and-white charts that use symbols 
to represent the colors. As all of the 
color photos are at the beginning, this 
leaves m ost of the books w ith nothing 
to break up the  long pages of words. 
Also, the directions for finishing the gar­
m ents—for example, "sew in zip"—are 
brief and without much detail. If you are 
not proficient in this area, you will need 
to have another source of finishing in ­
formation. Finally, having worked with 
a large num ber of beginning knitters, I 
have found tha t having some type of 
"degree of difficulty" rating system for 
each design is a great asset in  helping 
these knitters determine which sweaters 
to attem pt, and these books don't have 
that. These points are m inor and don't 
detract much from the overall excellence 
of these books.

Finally, as spinners I th ink you will 
find th a t the yarns called for in these 
patterns are easily duplicated. The yarn 
sizes are well within the range that most 
spinners are spinning already and you 
w ill only need to m atch the gauge 
swatches. The sweaters have been done 
in both wools and cottons and should 
spin and knit up quickly. Cotton yarns 
will take more tim e in spinning, as you 
will need to spin a fine singles yarn and 
then ply up to reach the required weight 
of yarn. If spinning wool, consider some 
of the excellent superwash wools that 
are on the market and you'll still be able 
to throw the sweater in the washing m a­
chine and dryer, a distinct advantage in 
sweaters for children.

—Patricia Emerick

Australian Locker Hooking
Signe N ickerson
Sandpoint, Idaho: Selkirk Press, 1996. 
Paperback, spiral bound, 46 pages. 
Available from The Crafty Ewe, PO 
Box 1803, Bonner’s Ferry, Idaho 
83805. $11.45 postage paid. No ISBN.

W hile judging a fleece show several 
years ago, I was constantly interrupted 
by spinners w anting to know w hat 
fleeces were for sale, and shepherds who 
wanted to know what they'd won. Field­
ing questions and keeping people from

pulling out sam ples probably took as 
m uch tim e as the judging. One in te r­
ruption I welcomed, because a spinner 
ended up by giving me an im prom ptu 
dem onstration of locker hooking. He 
said he hadn't been doing it long, but he 
seemed quite proficient. It looked sim ­
ple but effective. That's pretty much the 
extent of my knowledge of the craft.

Signe N ickerson has taken w hat 
amounts to an in-depth magazine article 
and fleshed it out into a small book that 
covers the technique fairly completely. 
Since this technique always seems to be 
called Australian locker hooking, I was 
surprised to read that it actually origi­
nated in England in the late nineteenth 
century, using heavy yarn tied down 
with finer yams. An Australian woman, 
Patricia Benson, is credited w ith adapt­
ing it to carded, unspun fleece.

A locker hook looks like a heavy cro­
chet hook with an eye at the top of the 
handle (or, conversely, it looks like a 
giant darning needle with a crochet hook 
instead of a point). Briefly, fleece (or 
heavy yam) is pulled up through squares 
in canvas, and the loops are left on the 
hook. (In this sense, it reminds me a bit 
of crocheted afghan stitch.) W hen the 
hook is full of loops, the hook (thread­
ed w ith  yarn) is pulled through the 
loops, anchoring them down to the can­
vas (I guess that's the "locker" part). As 
with other rug hooking techniques, each 
square of the canvas is filled by one loop.

This technique is explained clearly 
and completely, accompanied by clear 
illustrations. In addition, Nickerson cov­
ers such basics as choosing, washing, 
and carding fleece, so the book would be 
useful even for a real beginner.

One section of the book is taken up 
w ith projects to hook: a horse blanket, 
handbags, seatcovers, a hanging. While 
not absolutely necessary for anyone with 
experience in planning such projects, 
these suggestions do offer information 
on how much fleece is needed for vari­
ous-sized projects. They also serve as a 
reminder of what the author points out 
in the introduction: locker hooking can 
be used for far more than just rugs. The 
bulk of the book is filled w ith graphs of 
motifs to use (many of them  sheep-ori- 
ented), and an alphabet. Again, not re­
ally necessary.

A complete source list will tell you

where to find a locker hook. Finding the 
tool may well be the m ost difficult part 
of the project! Suppliers for kits, canvas, 
and roving, as w ell as addresses for 
woolen mills are also included.

—Deborah Pulliam

Masterpiece Sweaters: 
12 Dramatic New Designs
Jan ice Wright
Camden, Maine: Down East Books, 
1994. Paperbound, 120 pages, $24.95. 
ISBN 0-89272-334-3.

W hile the sw eater designs in this 
book may seem intimidating because of 
the au tho r's  use of color and pattern , 
they are not difficult if you are experi­
enced in using m ultiple colors in k n it­
ting, e ither Fair Isle or in tarsia . The 
basic sw eater shapes are trad itional, 
with decorative borders substituting for 
the ribbing used normally. Janice Wright 
uses color, and lots of it! Her m ethod of 
blending color and her p lacem ent of 
design are inspiring enough to knit as- 
is from  the excellent charts and in ­
structions, or to use as inspiration for 
your own creativity.

The detailed inform ation in the in ­
structions and charts lists  wraps-per- 
inch, yards-per-pound, and yardage, 
m aking it relatively easy to substitu te 
handspun yams or alternate commercial 
yarns for the materials specified. Direc­
tions and charts for all bu t two of the 
sweaters are w ritten for both hand and 
machine knitters; the exceptions are for 
hand kn itte rs  only. The w ritten  in ­
structions are clear and easily under­
stood for both m ethods of knitting.

The author's extensive advice on the 
use of color and design inspire one's own 
creativity. The method she uses to blend 
colors is explained thoroughly, with yam 
lists at the back of the book giving the 
specific yams used in the sweaters. Man­
ufacturers' names and addresses are given, 
along with the manufacturers' color des­
ignation (name or number). When a spe­
cific yarn is no longer available, a de­
scriptive color name is used, m aking it 
easier to substitute another yam.

The photograph for each sw eater is 
nicely done and is presented with a para­
graph or two giving the author's inspi-
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ration for its particular design and color 
combination. Suggestions are given for 
different body shapes, color changes, or 
yam options.

Although some of the charts are 
available elsewhere, there is so much in­
formation packed into this book (in ad­
dition to the instructions for each 
sweater) that I would recommend Mas­
terpiece Sweaters to anyone from an in­
termediate novice to an experienced 
knitter as a very useful library addition.

— Gloria Hall

Publication Mention

Woolgatherings/The 
Spinster's Almanac
D ee D u k e  a n d  R ow ena  
E d lin -W h ite
Nottingham , England: Self-published 
series of biannual booklets and 
quarterly magazine. Woolgatherings: 
England £2.30 each; £3.50 each to 
U.S. and Canadian customers. The 
Spinster’s Almanac: England 
£7.50/year-, £8.50 surface, £10.50 
airmail/year to U.S. and Canada. 
Checks m ust be in Sterling; 
equivalent in U.S. dollar bills plus $3 
for exchange m ay be sent at own risk. 
Available from Woolgatherings, “The 
Grebes,” 89, Morley Ave., Mapperley, 
Nottingham NG3 5FZ England.

Both the magazine and the booklets 
contain projects, information on sheep 
breeds, and talk about alternative fibers. 
They also abound w ith bits of fascinat­
ing lore relevant to spinning, weaving, 
and shepherding. The format is simple, 
black and w hite, w ith  the A lm anac  
being sim ilar in appearance to a new s­
letter. However, they offer abundant in­
form ation, variety, clear and detailed 
instructions, and a good bit of whimsy. 
The Woolgatherings are booklets, each 
w ith a specific focus. N ine have been 
published to date, w ith  topics such as 
dyeing, beginning spinning, a primer on 
fibers, spinners' rhymes, and shepherd­
ing "m iscellany." The A lm anac  in ­
cludes a little bit of everything already 
m entioned, plus letters, reviews, and 
news of the spinning world. These stal­
wart contributors to spinners' culture 
warrant your attention and support. ❖

SCHACHT WHEELS C A L L
COUNTRY CRAFTSMAN $349 
DUNDAS DOUBLE TREADLE $575

am erican products fo r spinners & w eavers

C O T T O N  S A L E
N atural W hite  Sliver $ 10/lb 

Pim a Sliver $ 16/lb
Naturally Colored Sliver

green, red, or brow n $ l/o z

HANDSPINN1NG 
COTTON by Olive 

an d  Harry Linder
Clear, thorough, 

well w ritten  guide 
takes you from  start 

to finish. Great $9.

THE D Y E  PO T, N ew  E dition  $ 8 .9 5

NATURE’S  
COLORS: DYES 
FROM PLANTS  
by Ida Grae
229 pages. $21.95

A DYER'S GARDEN 
Rita Buchanan
112 pages, $9.95

NAVAJO AND  

HO PI DYES  

by Bill Rieske

84 Navajo and 78 

Hopi dye recipes 

that really work!

Hardcover. 

90 pages, $18.95

S ^ a d y S p lu
A lM ER iCAN  W O O l TOp ifM 5 0  C O lO R S . 

6 - p a c k  s p E c iA l :  6  o z s . ,  6  c o I o r s , S 1 0 !

SAMplE & COlOR CARd, ST.

VIDEO SALE 2 /$70  ($ 3 9 .9 5  ea)
-kHandspinning Wool: Adv. Techs. 
-kSpinn ing Cotton, Silk, and Flax

G orgeous L inco ln  R ovin g $  18/lb
G ray F e ltin g  B a tts $  15/lb
M ark V D ru m  C arder $275
N avajo S p in d le $28
B rass Takli S p in d le  3 /4  o z $15

K o k o Co m b s
Light, mid-size, solid oak com bs for 

m edium  to fine fibers. Long, tapered  

grips balance the  stainless tines for 

best control and  less stress on w rists 

and  arm s. H eirloom  quality. $69 pair

O RDERS 8 0 0 -8 0 4 -5 5 4 1  
FREE CATALOG 606-234-5707
30-day money back guarantee on all items. 
Shipping included (US) on orders over $100: 
under, add $3. Visa. MC, check. Questions? 
Call (606) 234-5707. We'd love to help. 
Kokovoko, Rt. 3 Box 134, Corinth, KY 41010

S tu rdy A ll Wood 
Weaving Frame

Great for handspun! 
Instructions, tools, 
projects. 14" x 17" 
Kids or adults! $21

L o cker H o o k in g  K it $15  Make rugs 
w ith cloth, yarn, or wool. Includes 
hook, 3 'x5 ' rug canvas, instructions.

H andm ade  
w o o d  sp in d les
1/4 oz to 4 oz. 
Drop and  high- 
w horl. Balanced 
for best spin. 
Assorted fine 
woods. Each 
one unique. $12
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Schacht Spindle Company products are available through a network of dealers. 
The knowledge they have to share with you and the services they have to offer 
make them a great place to purchase our spinning wheels and spinning supplies. 
Stop by and visit them and pick up your copy of our beautiful full-color catalog. 
Here is a list of some of our dealers. Write to us for the names of other dealers 
near you.

ALABAMA
Oak M ountain H andcrafters
Oak Mountain State Park 
Park Office on Terrace Dr. 
Pelham, AL 35124
(205) 620-2520

ALASKA 
Blue B am  Yams
PO Box 521215 
Big Lake, AK 99652 
(907) 892-8901 
(907) 373-0402 
Knitting Frenzy 
4240 Old Seward Hwy., #18 
Anchorage, AK 99503
(907) 563-2717

ARIZONA 
The F iber Factory
150 West Main St.
Mesa, AZ 85201
(602) 969-4346

CALIFORNIA 
Elegant Goat Ranch
11525 Dry Creek Rd.
Auburn, CA 95602 
(916) 823-2433 
Custom  Handw eavers 
2239 Old Middlefield Way, 

Suite H 
Mountain View, CA 94043 
(415) 325-0626 
ouR LLAMAS 
10761 Dixon Rd.
Oakdale, CA 95361
(209) 847-8286 
Rum pelstiltskin 
1021 R St.
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 442-9225 
S hasta Song Fiber Arts 
2540 Lake Tahoe Blvd., #23 
So. Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
(916) 541-3180 
The Village Spinning and 

Weaving Shop 
425 Alisal Rd.
Solvang, CA 93463 
(805) 686-1192 
Wild Fiber 
1453-E. 14th St.
Santa Monica, CA 90404 
(800) 382-7067

COLORADO
Bountiful
125-B Moraine Ave.,
PO Box 1727 
Estes Park, CO 80517 
(970) 586-9332 
Bristol Inn Y amworks 
39542 Hwy 149 
Creede, CO 81130 
(719) 658-2455
Green Valley Weavers Supply
1807 North Weber St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
(719) 448-9963 
The Recycled Lamb 
2010 Youngfield St.
Lakewood, CO 80215 
(303) 234-9337 
S hutdes, Spindles and 

Skeins, Inc.
633 South Broadway, Unit N 
Boulder, CO 80303 
(800) 2834163 
(303) 494-1071 
Skyloom Fibres 
1705 South Pearl 
Denver, CO 80210 
(303) 777-2331

CONNECTICUT 
Bloodroot, Ltd.
85 Ferris St.
Bridgeport, CT 06605 
(203) 576-9168 
Hodges H om estead 
20 Butlertown Rd. 
Waterford, CT 06385
(203) 443-7330

GEORGIA 
The Clay H ouse
770 Oglesby Bridge Rd. 
Conyers, GA 30208 
(770) 483-6884 
W himsical Weaver 
Route 1, Box 2910 
Lakemont, GA 30552 
(706) 782-1516

HAWAII
The F iber Connection
608 Eaea PI.
Honolulu, HI 96825 
(808) 395-5417

IDAHO
Deb’s Fiberworks
8901 Clovis Dr.
Boise, ID 83709
(208) 322-1811
Lu Manos -  Sheep Camp
P.O. Box 477
2344 Marsh Creek Rd.
Inkom, ID 83245
(208) 254-3960
The Sheep Shed
224 Central Robinson Rd.
Nampa, ID 83687
(208) 4664365
Snake River Fiberworks
1372 W. 81N
Idaho Falls, ID 83402
(208) 525-8089

ILLINOIS 
The Fold
3316 Millstream Rd. 
Marengo, IL 60152 
(815) 568-0165 or 
(815) 568-5320

INDIANA
The Cottage Weavers
612 Main St.
New Harmony, IN 47631 
(812) 682-3578 
Y am s Unlimited 
129 Fountain Square 
Bloomington, IN 47404 
(812) 334-2464

IOWA
Knitty-Notty, Inc.
212 Edgewood Rd., NW 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
(319) 396-8799 
Rose Tree Fiber Shop 
2814 West St.
Ames, IA 50014 
(515) 292-7076

KANSAS 
Yam Bam
918 Massachusetts St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
(800) 468-0035

KENTUCKY 
Designs in Textiles
1633 Cowling Ave. 
Louisville, KY 40205 
(502) 459-2650

MAINE 
Halcyon Yam
12 School S t 
Bath, ME 04530 
(800) 341-0282

Shearbrooke Farm
400 Saco Rd.
Standish, ME 04084 
(207) 642-3067

MARYLAND 
Forestheart Studio
200 South Main St., Box 112 
Woodsboro, MD 21798 
(301) 845-4447

MICHIGAN 
Traditional Handcrafts
571 Randolph St.
Northville, MI 48167 
(810) 349-7509

MINNESOTA 
Creative Fibers
5416 Penn Ave., S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55419 
(612) 927-8307 
Detta’s  Spindle 
2592 Geggen-Tina Rd.
Maple Plain, MN 55359 
(612) 479-2886 
Earthsong Fibers 
5115 Excelsior Blvd., #428 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
(800) 473-5350 
(612) 926-1201 
The W eaver’s Cabin 
20578 317th St.
Avon, MN 56310 
(888) 44-LOOMS
(320) 845-7115

MISSISSIPPI
Stillmeadow Farm Creations
740 Lower Myrick Rd.
Laurel, MS 39440 
(601) 426-2264

MISSOURI
Carol Leigh’s Specialties/ 

Hillcreek F iber Studio
7001 Hillcreek Rd.
Columbia, MO 65203 
(800) TRI-WEAV 
(573) 874-2233 
The Full Bobbin 
31337 Hudson Rd.
Lebanon, MO 65536 
(417) 286-3125 
S hepherd in the Glen 
Hwy 34 East 
Marble Hill, MO 63764 
(573) 238-3323

MONTANA 
Butler Ranch
HC 55, Box 316 
Fishtail, MT 59028 
(406) 328-6956

NEBRASKA
P ersonal Threads Boutique
8025 West Dodge Rd.
Omaha, NE 68114 
(800) 306-7733 
(402) 391-7288 
The Plum  Nelly 
1360 West Prairie Lake Rd. 
Hastings, NE 68901 
(402) 463-6262

NEVADA 
Wooly W onders
2320 Apaloosa Rd.
Henderson, NV 89015
(702) 564-7113

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
The F iber Studio
9 Foster Hill Rd.,
PO Box 637 
Henniker, NH 03242
(603) 428-7830

NEW JERSEY 
The Spinnery
1367 Highway 202 
Neshanic Station, NJ 08853
(908) 369-3260

NEW MEXICO 
Village Wools, Inc.
3801 San Mateo Blvd., NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
(800) 7664553 
(505) 883-2919

NEW YORK 
Fiber Design Studio
19 Wisner Rd.
Warwick, NY 10990 
(800) 750-0710 
(914) 987-1670 
School P roducts 
1201 Broadway 
New York, NY 10001 
(212) 679-3516 
Three Bags Full 
825 River Rd.
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
(716) 694-4990 
W oodside Weavers 
4091 Jockey St.
Charlton, NY 12019 
(518) 399-7991 
The Wool Room 
Joe’s Hill Rd.
Brewster, NY 10509 
(914) 279-7627 
FAX: (914) 278-5947

NORTH CAROLINA 
S hutdes, N eedles and 

Hooks
214 East Chatham St.
Cary, NC 27511 
(919) 469-9328 (WEAV)

OHIO

The Littie House
1927 N. Main St.
Clyde, OH 43410 
(800) 554-7973 
(419) 547-9210

The M errie Lamb
3811 East Lincoln St.
Canton, OH 44707 
(330) 488-2544

Wolfe F iber Arts
1188 W. 5th Ave.
Columbus, OH 43212 
(614) 487-9980

OREGON
Fiber Nooks and  Crannys
351 N.W. Jackson, #2 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
(541) 754-8637 
Inda Farm  Fiber Factory 
26336 Crow Rd.
Eugene, OR 97402 
(541) 345-9498 
The W eb-sters: 

H andspinners,
W eavers & Knitters 

11 North Main St.
Ashland, OR 97520 
(800) 482-9801

PENNSYLVANIA 
Indian Hills Handwovens
2531 Dark Hollow Rd.
Jamison, PA 18929 
(215) 343-1528
The M annings Handweaving 

School & Supply Center
1132 Green Ridge Rd.
East Berlin, PA 17316 
(800) 233-7166

The Tangled Web
7900 Germantown Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19118 
(215) 242-1271 
The W eaver’s Loft 
308 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Centre Hall, PA 16828 
(800) 693-7242

RHODE ISLAND 
Textile F iber A rts Studio
64 Paris Irons Rd.
North Scituate, RI 02857 
(401) 568-7837

TENNESSEE 
Jan e ’s F iber W orks
604 Franklin St. 
Greeneville.TN 37745 
(888) 497-2665 
(423) 639-7919

TEXAS
Fay Drozd -  Weaver, 

Spinner, Dyer
305 Indian Creek Rd. 
Ingram, TX 78025
(210) 367-2567

Handwovens by Ruffin
5003 Overpass Rd.
Buda.TX 78610 
(512) 295-7746 
U pstairs Studio 
304 West Main St.
La Porte, TX 77571 
(800) 640-8991 
(713) 470-0108 
W oolenworks, Inc.
119 S. Tennessee St. 
McKinney, TX 75069 
(972) 562-YARN

VERMONT 
Lake View Store
Route 114 
Averill.VT 05901 
(802) 822-5570

VIRGINIA 
Carolina H om espun
190 Eastridge Rd.
Ridgeway, VA 24148 
(800) 450-7786 
(540) 957-1174 
The River Farm 
P.O. Box 895,
9408 Congress St.
New Market, VA 22844 
(800) 872-9665
Serendipity Farm & Studio
Rt. 1 -  Box 25CCC 
Prospect, VA 23960 
(804) 574-2036 
Springw ater Fiber 

W orkshop, Inc.
820 N. Fairfax S t 
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-3634

WASHINGTON 
The Fiber Attic
1009 1st St.
Snohomish, WA 98290 
(360) 563-0330 
Flowery Trail F iber Arts
P.O. 1069
Chewelah, WA 99109 
(509) 9354077 
The Knit Shop 
1324 Cornwall Ave. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
(360) 671-2590 
Parad ise Fibers 
R t 1, Box 230-A 
Colfax, WA 99111 
(800) 484-6687 #1311

P arkside  Wool Company
17 102nd Ave., NE 
Bellevue, WA 98004 
(206) 455-2138 
S p inner’s H earth 
7512 Lackey Rd.
Vaughn, WA 98394 
(206) 884-1500 
The Weaving W orks 
4717 Brooklyn Ave. NE 
Seattle, WA 98105 
(888) 524-1221
(206) 524-1221 
The Wool Station 
4218 -  136th S t NE 
Marysville, WA 98271 
(360) 653-2604

WISCONSIN 
Edgewood A rts
109 N. Main S t 
Waupaca, W I54981 
(715) 258-0909 
N orthw ind Book & Fiber 
212 Walnut S t 
Spooner, WI 54801 
(715) 635-6811 
Studio S
W 8903 County Hwy A 
Delavan, WI 53115 
(608) 883-2123 
S usan’s F iber Shop 
N 250 Highway A 
Columbus, WI 53925 
(414) 6234237 
The V irtuous W oman 
N116 W15830 Main St. 
Germantown, WI 53022 
(414) 250-1450

CANADA 
The F iber H ut
2614 4th S t, NW 
Calgary, Alberta T2M 3A1 
(800) 816-7764 
Mowbray Creek Farm s 
Box 111
Rose Isle, MB R0G 1V0
(204) 828-3653 
Jan e  Stafford Textiles 
220 Mountain View Dr.
Salt Spring Is., BCV8K1G1
(604) 537-9468

GERMANY 
Friedrich T raub KG
Schomdorfer Str. 18 
D-73650 Winterbach 
07181-70910 
FAX: 07181-709111

JAPAN
Oribito Weaving Shop
1-24-34, Uenoshiba-cho 
Sakai-shi, Osaka 593 
0722436609
FAX: 0722436709

KOREA
L.D.H. Handweaving Loom
C.P.O. Box 6718 
Seoul
02-779-1894 
FAX: 02-755-1663

UNITED KINGDOM 
Fibrecrafts
Style Cottage
Lower Eashing, Godalming 
Surrey GU7 2QD 
01483421853 
FAX: 01483419960
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xl’CIi
Extra Slow Speed **High Speed
1:1 & 4Vi: I 17^:1 & 19V4:1
Slow Speed **Super High Speed
6:1 & T/r.\ 18V4: 1 & 22:1
Medium Speed ** Exceptionally High Speed 
9: IX  11:1

* Fast Speed 
1.5:1 & 15Vs: I

23'/2:l & 2lVr.\
BOBBINS
Regular Rohhin 
High Speed Rohhin

Available for both single and  double treadle spinning wheels 
*domes with wheel ' ’ U r  recommend using our high 

speed bobbin with these whorls.

One thing is for sure, reading about 
our new double treadle spinning wheel 
is not enough. This is a wheel which 
you’ll want to try  to truly appreciate. 
You’ll discover that the details do 
make the difference.

Our color catalog is available fo r  $2.50. 
Schacht Spindle Co., Inc., 6101 Ben Place, 
Boulder, CO 80301 USA. 1-800-228-2553.

M A T C H L E S S  V E R S A T I L I T Y

B E A U T I F U L L Y  D E S I G N E D

Here at Schacht we know that 
the smallest detail can make 

a big difference—and th a t’s exactly 
what we had in mind when we 
designed our new Double Treadle 
Spinning Wheel. Built to be a high 
perform ance m achine, we’ve taken 
great care to m aintain the same hand­
some style of our single treadle wheel.

tionally

smooth

spinning

and

consistent

RPM.

In  designing this wheel, we wanted 
to make it as versatile and efficient as 
possible. T h a t’s why each wheel can 
be used in three spinning modes: double 
drive, Scotch tension, and bobbin lead 
(great for plying). Each wheel comes 
with an un-lazy Kate, 4 bobbins, and 
medium speed and fast speed flyer 
whorls. To expand the range of spinning 
possibilities even m ore, five other flyer 
whorls and a high speed bobbin are 
available.

You’ll be delighted with the 

way this new wheel spins.

It is quick, agile, and  

responsive. The 

curvaceous split 

treadle offers 

double duty 

rhythmic 

treadling 

with excep-

The double treadle wheel is made of 
hard  maple with walnut accents. Many 
aspects of our contem porary styling 
blend design with function. For example, 
the 19 / i” drive wheel and flyer shaft are 
supported by sell-aligning bronze b ear­
ings for precise action. Each flyer 
is balanced and the bobbins and flyer 
whorls are trued on center for long and 
superior service. The double treadle 
spinning wheel is very stable. The rear 
legs have skid resistant rubber feet and 
the front legs are adjustable to accom­
modate uneven floors. The compact 
shape and the adjustable carrying strap  
that is included with the wheel make it 
easy to transport.



As we celebrate our 
21st year 

we are grateful for those 
who have shared our vision 

of producing superlative 
quality liber products. 
From the beginning, 

our love of beautiful fibers 
has been coupled with a 

love for the animals 
themselves.

For over two decades, 
our insistence on 

excellence 
in fiber production 

has been our hallmark. 
We are confident 

our 21 years of experience 
gives you a product of 
unparalleled quality.

Introducing our 
sensational suri alpaca, 
spins and feels like silk! 
Catalog & samples $10

Join us at our annual 
“Alpaca Wool Away” 

Shearing Festival 
April 26 ,1997

Linda Berry Walker

WoodsEdge 
Wools

PO Box 275, Stockton, NJ 08559 
(609) 397-2212 FAX 397-2888

V - ______________________
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(Dyes
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Easy 

Low Cost

Color Fast

32
Brilliant
Colors

Reliable
Color

Mixing

Safe

WOODLAND
WOOLWORKS

Woodland 
Woolworks

SAMPLE KIT: Six colors, Instructions Dealer inquiries P.O. Box 400
& Color Chart - Post paid........$10.00 in v itp H  Yamhill, OR 97148
Color Chart................................... Free 800-547-3725



louet
Louet equipment is available from coast to coast through a network of dealers. It is a joy to 
experience their enthusiasm about our products. Go and have a look, and ask about our ever- 
expanding assortment of products. The following dealers contributed to this ad. If you need 
names of dealers closer to you, or if you have a specific question, please write us.

ALABAMA
The London Knitting Co.
2531 Rocky Ridge Rd. #101 
Birmingham, AL 35243
(205) 822-5855 
ALASKA  
Blue Barn Yarns 
P.O. Box 521215 
Big Lake, AK 99652
(907) 892-8901 
CALIFORNIA  
Elegant Goat Ranch 
Alberta Borow 
11525 Dry Creek Rd.
Auburn, CA 95602 
(916) 823-2433 
Harlequin House Art Center 
1037 South Center St. 
Stockton, CA 95206
(209)462-4812 
J Bar H Ranch 
13185 New Avenue 
San Martin, CA 95046 
(408) 683-2710 
Lofty Lou’s 
585 Main St.
Placerville, CA 95667 
(916)642-2270 
Shepherds Attic 
8025 Quinn Place 
Loomis, CA 95650 
(916) 652-3809 
The Village Spinning & 

Weaving Shop 
425-B Alisal Rd.
Solvang, CA 93463
(805)686-1192 
COLORADO  
Bountiful
125-B Moraine Ave.
Estes Park, CO 80517 
(970) 586-9332 
Shuttles, Spindles & Skeins 
633 S. Broadway, Shop #N. 
Boulder, CO 80303 
(303) 494-1071 
Spinning Llama 
10875 U.S. Hwy. 285 D201 
Conifer, CO 80433 
(303) 838-8722 
CONNECTICUT 
Bloodroot Ltd.
85 Ferris Street 
Bridgeport, CT 06605
(203) 576-9165 
FLORIDA 
Fiber Flair Inc.
3535 Old Lockwood Rd. 
Oviedo, FL 32765
(407) 365-6139 
GEORGIA  
Big Creek Fibers 
Box 1131,191 Gartrell St. 
Ellijay, GA 30540 
(800)619-6731 
(706) 635-6731 
Davis-Reagan House 
4008 Dawsonville Hwy, 
Dahlonega, GA 30533 
(706) 864-8924

Knit 'n Stitch
Rt. #3, Box 122 
Thomasville, GA31792 
(912) 226-0751
HAWAII
The Fiber Connection
608 Eaea Place 
Honolulu, HI 96825 
(808)395-5417
ILLINOIS
2 B Weavers
22 S. Blaine St.
Hinsdale, IL 60522
(708) 789-2580 
The Fold 
3316 Millstream 
Marengo, IL 60152 
(815) 568-5320 
The Great Yarn Loft Co.
120 N. York Rd., Ste. 220 
Elmhurst, IL 60126 
(630) 833-7423 
Fax (630) 833-7419 
The Warped Weaver 
675 Vermont Rd. 
Frankfort, IL 60423 
(800) 286-5536 
(815)464-6364 
Fax (815) 464-6880 
Weaver’s Fancy 
3410 East 2375 Road 
Marseilles, IL 61341 
(815)496-2628 
Fax (815) 857-2490 
Wool Gatherings 
P.O. Box 210
210 E, Lena St,
Lena, IL 61048 
(815)369-2330 
The Yarn Barn 
1000 S, Evergreen 
Kankakee, IL 60901
(815)932-9080 
Fax (815) 933-3495
IND IANA
The Lazy Ewe
3254 E. U.S. Hwy. 40 
Greencastle, IN 46135 
(317) 653-4649
IOWA
The Knitty-Notty Inc.
212 Edgewood Rd. N.W. 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405 
(319)396-8799
KENTUCKY
Designs in Textiles
1633 Cowling Ave. 
Louisville, KY 40205
(502)459-2650 
Old Times Antiques 

& Crafts 
350 Old Sheep Pen Rd. 
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502)875-7212
MAINE  
Braelyn Farms
R.R. #1, Box 200 
Fryeburg, ME 04037
(207) 925-1811

Damselfly
148 Main St.
Orono, ME 04473
(207) 866-2679 
Halcyon
12 School Street 
Bath, ME 04530 
(800)341-0282
Shearbrook Farm
400 Saco Rd.
Standish, ME 04084
(207) 642-3067
MARYLAND
Vulcan’s Rest Farm
66 Vulcan's Way 
Warwick, MD 21912 
(410) 755-6926
MASSACHUSETTS 
Abi’s Web
111 Pittfield Rd.
Becket, MA01223
(413) 655-0265
MICH IGAN  
Lady Peddler
142 E. State St., Box 501 
Hastings, Ml 49058 
(616)948-9644 
The Sheep Shed 
8351 Big Lake Rd.
Clarkson, Ml 48346-1003 
(810)625-2665 
MINNESOTA 
Creative Fibers 
5416 Penn Ave, South 
Minneapolis, MN 55419
(612)927-8307 
Detta’s Spindle 
2592 Geggen-Tina Rd. 
Maple Plain, MN 55359
(612)479-2886 
Earthsong Fibers 
5115 Excelsior #428 
Minneapolis, MN 55416
(612)926-1201 
Ellison Sheep Farm 
15775 Hwy, 50 Blvd. 
Zumbrota, MN 55992 
(507)477-3569
MISSOURI 
Apache Saddlery
221 Glenwood
New Bloomfield, MO 65063
(573) 491-3347
Carol Leigh’s Specialties
7001 Hillcreek Rd.
Columbia, MO 65203 
(800) TRI-WEAV 
Feather N Spindle 
5454 Hwy. F 
Hartville, MO 65667 
(417) 741-7558 
Shepherd in the Glen 
Highway 34 East 
Marble Hill, MO 63764 
(573) 238-3323
NEW HAMPSHIRE
The Designery
43 Maple St., P.O. Box 308 
Ctr. Sandwich, NH 03227-0308 
(603)284-6915 
Fax (603) 284-6915

Farm Mountain Sheep & 
Wool Co.

HC 66, Box 29, N. Wilmot Rd. 
Wilmot, NH 03287 
(603) 526-9665 
(800) 298-WOOL 
The Fiber Studio 
9 Foster Hill Rd., Box 637 
Henniker, NH 03242 
(603) 428-7830 
Hodgepodge Handicrafts 
56 Belknap Ave 
Newport, NH 03773 
(603) 863-1470 
Spinnit Farm & Fibers 
Lamprey Lane, P.O. Box 48 
Center Tuftonboro, NH 03816 
(603) 569-5769 
Fax (603) 569-6720 
Windfall Farm 
48 Pollard Rd.
Plainstow, NH 03865
(603) 383-7637 
The Wool Room 
218 Pleasant Street 
Antrim, NH 03440
(603) 588-6637 
NEW JERSEY 
Aunt Jean’s Handiworks
38 Center Street 
Clinton, NJ 08809
(908) 713-0101 
Briar Rose Farm 
37 Layton Rd,
Woodstown, NJ 08098 
(609) 769-1452 
Fax (609) 769-2131 
Glenmarle Woolworks 
P.O. Box 581 
4428A Route 27 
Kingston, NJ 08528-0581 
(609)921-3022 
Fax (609) 397-9210 
Heabridan 
205 Bridgeboro Rd. 
Moorestown, NJ 08057
(609) 722-1618 
Fax (609) 722-8905 
Spinners & Weavers Exchange 
P.O. Box 952 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003
(609) 795-2348 
TheSpinnery 
1367 Route 202 
Neshanic Station, NJ 08853
(908) 369-3260
NEW MEXICO  
The Natural Twist
3058 Hwy. 47 
Los Lunas, NM 87031 
(505)865-1183 
Village Wools
3801 San Mateo NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
(505) 883-2919
NEW YORK 
A Touch of Twist
1286WeastRd.
Schenectady, NY 12306 
(518)864-5885

Black Oak Wool Company
4705 Bailey Hill Rd.
Dundee, NY 14837
(607) 292-6915 
Fiber Design Studio 
19 WisnerRoad 
Warwick, NY 10990-3436 
(914)987-7975
(800) 750-0710 
Juniper Hill Farm 
R.R.#1, Box 1195, Safford Rd. 
Argyle, NY 12809 
(518) 638-8749 
Knitting Machines, Etc.
41 Primrose Ave.
Scarsdale, NY 10583 
(914) 472-8404 
Knollcroft Knittery 
12959 Jordan Rd.
Cato, NY 13033
(315) 626-6466
Little Wool Boutique
1523 State Rt. 104A
Sterling, NY 13156
(315)947-5408
Spin ’N Knit Crafts
Factoryville Rd. #2, Box 33
Crown Point, NY 12928
(518)597-3785
The Spinning Mill
Rd. #2, Box 109A, Newry Rd.
Greenville, NY 12083
(518) 966-8122
Woodside Weavers
4091 Jockey St., Rd #3
Charlton, NY 12019
(518)399-7991
The WoolRoom
Joe's Hill Rd.
Brewster, NY 10509 
(914)279-7627
NORTH CAROLINA  
Shuttles, Needles & Hooks
214 E. Chatham St,
Cary, NC 27511 
(919) 469-WEAV 
Weavers Webb 
226 Middle Street 
New Bern, NC 28560 
(919)633-4369 
OHIO
The Ewe Tree
61 Geoppert Rd.
Peninsula, OH 44264 
(216)650-6777 
Fiberworks 
3102 Maginn Dr, 
Beavercreek, OH 45434
(513) 426-5522 
Homespun Shed 
8830 St. Rt. 83
Holmesville, OH 44633-9727 
(216)279-2079 
The Little House 
1927 N. Main Street 
Clyde, OH 43410 
(419)547-9210
(800) 554-7973 
Pleasant Home Woolen Co. 
9279 Pleasant Home Rd. 
Sterling, OH 44276-9608 
(330) 669-2943 
(330)684-6019



all you need is



Now available at Louet dealers:

Gaywool
f o x  f i b r e8 Curoflax

Dyes and 
Coloured 

Merino Slivers

SpinCraft
Patterns

the
hand^ irmer's ^ * 1  

*  craft patterns

o
c o l o r g a n i c ™

Naturally 
Coloured Cotton

Rollicking Hills
#2 Rollicking Hills Lane 
DeGraff, OH 43318
(513) 585-5161 
Sally’s Shop 
139 College Street 
Wadsworth, OH 44281 
(216)334-1996 
Wolfe Fiber Arts 
1188 W, 5th Ave, 
Columbus, OH 43312 
(614)487-9980
OKLAHOMA  
Tulsa Feed Company
1780 North Yale 
Tulsa, OK 74115 
(918) 834-6613
OREGON  
Ewe To You
551 Wildcat Rd.
Camas Valley, OR 97416 
(541)459-5739 
Molehill Farm 
1246SW Borland Rd.
West Linn, OR 97068
(503) 638-6799 
Oregon Homestead Fibers
105 Cooper Lane 
Philomath, OR 97370
(541) 929-2047 
The Web'sters
11 North Main Street 
Ashland, OR 97520
(503) 482-9801 
Wilmar Group, Inc.
34 South Coast Hwy. 
Newport, OR 97365
(541)574-6630
PENNSYLVANIA 
Autumn House Farms
Rd. #1, P.O. Box 105 
Rochester Mills, PA 15771 
(412)286-9596 
The Lambs Wool 
32 E. Blaine St.
Lansdale, PA 19446
(215)361-9899 
Mannings Creative Crafts 
1132 Green Ridge Rd.
P.O. Box 687
East Berlin, PA 17316
(717)624-2223
The Weaver's Loft
308 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Centre Hall, PA 16828
(814)364-1433
RHODE ISLAND 
Textile Fiber Arts Studio
64 Paris Irons Rd.
North Scituate, Rl 02857 
(401)568-7837

SOUTH CAROLINA  
Starview Farm
Rt. 1, Box 32R, Old Stage Rd. 
Edgefield, SC 29824 
(800) 820-9276 
The Weaver’s Knot
508 Inlet Drive 
Seneca, SC 29672
(800) 680-7747
TENNESSEE 
Jane’s Fiber Works
604 Franklin St.
Greeneville, TN 37743 
(423) 639-7919 
Merrihill Woolworks
10915 Hwy. 64 W 
Somerville, TN 38068-6013
(901) 465-9537
TEXAS
Fay Drozd-Weaver, Spinner, 

Dyer
305 Indian Creek Rd.
Ingram, TX 78025
(210) 367-2567 
Heritage Arts 
807 W. Henderson 
Cleburne, TX 76031
(817)517-5800 
Nature’s Delight 
201 S. Palestine 
Athens, TX 75751 
(903) 677-3866 
UTAH
Salt Lake Weavers Store
1227 East 3300 S#D 
Salt Lake City, UT84106
(801)486-1610 
The Shearing Shed
2551 South 150 West 
Bountiful, UT 84010
(801) 298-0893
VERMONT 
Beau Monde
P.O. Box 1250, 1 Main St. 
Manchester Centre, VT 

n w s
(802) 362-5666 
Plum Knits
RR #2, Box 441 
Newport, VT 05855
(802) 334-8081 
Singing Spindle Spinnery
RFD #1, Box 1000, Rt. 100 
Moretown, VT 05660
(802) 244-8025
VIRGINIA  
Carolina Homespun
Eastridge Rd., Rt, 2,

Box 390H 
Ridgeway, VA24148 
(540)957-1174

The Loom Room
617Saddlehorn Drive 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 
(804)482-1862 
Misty Mountain Farm 
10266 Stilihouse Rd. 
Delaplane, VA 20144 
(800) 796-7746 
The River Farm 
Rt. #1, Box 471 
Fulks Run, VA 22830 
(800) USA-WOOL 
Serendipity Farm & Studio 
Rt. 1, Box 25 CCC 
Prospect, VA 23960
(804) 574-2036 
Weaving Edge, The 
3107 Franklin Rd.
Roanoke, VA 24014 
(540) 982-0970
WASHINGTON
Dear Valley Enterprises, Inc.
W. 18592 Cloquallum Rd, 
Elma, WA 98541 
(360)482-3307 
Fax (360) 482-6182 
Fantastic Fibers 
1471 NW 80th Ave.
Seattle, WA 98117
(206) 706-0474 
Pintler’s Sheep Camp 
530 Faucher Dr.
Moxee, WA 98936 
(509)453-0183 
Redlein Art Studio 
1613 Sage Ct.
Richland, WA 99352 
(509) 627-3349 
Spinner’s Hearth 
7512 Lackey Rd.
Vaughn, WA 98394
(206)884-1500 
WISCONSIN 
Apple Hollow Farm 
W1155Colbo Rd.
Burlington, Wi 53105 
(414)642-9490 
Edgewood Arts 
109 North Main St.
Waupaca, WI 54981 
(715)258-0909 
Fancy Creek Llamas 
R 5, Box 837
Richland Center, WI 53581 
(608) 647-6453 
Lambs’ Quarters 
M428 EastRd.
Waupaca, WI 54981-9451 
(715)258-5664 
Red Pines Fibre Farm 
Box 104/Griffith Rd.
Ashland, WI 54806 
(715)682-2399

Studio S
W8903 County Rd. A 
Delevan, WI 53115-2451 
(608)883-2123 
Susan’s Fibershop 
N250 Hwy. "A "
Columbus, WI 53925
(414) 623-4237 
Up North Woolworks, Etc.
Rt. 1 Box 138 K 
Mellen, WI 54546 
(715) 264-6926 
Vee’s Fiber Studio 
W. 5922 CTH "OS"
Onalaska, WI 54650
(608) 783-3081 
Weaving Workshop 
920 East Johnson Street 
Madison, WI 53703
(608) 255-1066 
Wildflower Rabbitry 
Rt, #7, Box 7900 Twin Lake Rd, 
Hayward, WI 54843
(715)462-3676
W YOMING  
Deer Creek Variety
215 S. 4th St., P.O. Box 940
Glenrock, WY 82637
(307) 436-9611
Fax (307) 436-8933
C AN ADA
ALBERTA
Burwood House
205 Carnegie Drive
St. Albert, AB T8N 5B2
(403) 459-4828
Fiber Hut,The
#1, 2614 Fourth St., NW
Calgary, ABT3M 3A1
(800)816-7764
BRITISH COLUMBIA  
Artistic Legacy
1805 Pamela PI.
Williams Lake, BC V2G 2P2
(604) 392-4081
Evelyn Oldroyd Fiberarts
P.O. Box 330
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2V9
(604) 537-9751 
Fax (604) 537-4531 
Jane Stafford Textile 

Designer 
220 Mountain View Dr.
Salt Spring Is., BC V8K1G1 
(250) 537-9468 
Fax (250) 537-9468 
MANITOBA
Rovings Custom Carding & 

Dyeing
Box 192
Oakbank, MB ROE 1 JO
(204) 444-3038 
(800) 266-5536

NOVA SCOTIA  
Windy Ridge Farm
R.R, #1
Bridgewater, NS B4V 2V9
(902) 527-0222 
Fax (902) 527-1091 
ONTARIO  
The Blue Whale 
3330 Simcoe St. N 
Columbus, ON LI H7K4 
(905) 655-8406 
Bo-Peep Spinning 

Wheel Shop
35 Pannell Lane 
Stathroy, ON N7G 2C5
(519)245-1483 
Gemini Fibers
5062 Mt. Albert Rd. E„ RR # 1 
Mt. Albert, ON LOG 1M0 
(905) 473-1033 
Intamaples-The Wool Shed
Box 287
6259 Frank Street 
Mitchell, ON N0K 1N0
(519) 348-4526 
Le Marais
RR #1, 6950 Franktown Rd. 
Richmond, ON K0A 2Z0
(613) 838-2698 
Maggie Glossop 
677 Edison Avenue 
Ottawa, ON K2A 1W2
(613) 729-8854 
Mississippi Black Sheep 
205 Bridge St.
Carleton Place,

ON K7C 3H1
(613) 257-7152 
Warm & Wonderful Wool & 

Herb Farm 
R.R. #3
Wellandport, ON LOR 1 JO
(905)386-6192
The Yarn Source
3382 Lakeview Rd.
R.R. #1
Inverary, ON K0H 1X0
(613) 353-2001 
Fax (613) 353-7736 
QUEBEC 
Toisons de Ville 
521 Donegani, Apt. 8 
Pointe Claire, PQ H9R 3W8 
(800) 695-7838 (Canada 

only)
(514) 695-7838 (USA)
Les Tricots Bergerelle
478 Des Erables
Ville lie Perrot, PQ J7V 7R5
(514)453-7828



GAYWOOL DYES
High quality dyes with a vibrant 

24 color range, which can be 
strengthened or diluted to suit you. 
We include everything needed for 
easy dying, no messy mixing or 

weighing, color fast results in just 
30 minutes. Wonderful for natural 
fibres, such as wool, silk, mohair, 

angora and also nylon.

GAYWOOL SLIVERS
Unique blends of merino/silk, 

new shades of pure merino and our 
ever popular merino/mohair, all 
conveniently packed in half-kilo 

bumps. Our slivers are a wonderfully, 
unusual blend of color and fibre. Sure 
to delight and surprise you. A delight 

to spin, pure luxury to wear, 
colors to inspire.

GAYWOOL YARN
Gaywool Yarn is an exclusively 

wonderful Australian Merino yarn 
which has been selected for its 

soft handle and smooth texture.
It is ideally suited for hand or 

machine knitting and for weaving. 
This high quality yarn is hand painted 

in a combination of 
Gaywool's vibrant colors.

Taking Austra l ia  s f i n e s t  f ibres to the World ,
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Now exclusively distributed in North America by Louet Sales Inc.

8 New  dye colors

32 co lors o f  dyes available in  3.5 oz and bulk quantities

Louet Sales: P.O. Box 267, Ogdensburg, NY 13669 USA 
Louet Sales: R.R. #4, Prescott, Ont., KOE T TO Canada

( 613 ) 925-4502
e-mail: louet@cybertap.com http://www.cybertap.com/louet/

mailto:louet@cybertap.com
http://www.cybertap.com/louet/




N ovelty A ct
by Stephenie Gaustad

Y ARN serves many purposes. It is 
likely that the earliest yarns were 
cords for bundling, netting, or bow­

strings intended to bring the bounty home. 
Yarns made from wool, silk, or hair keep 
us warm, whereas cotton, flax, hemp, and 
ramie yarns are cool and soothing. All pro­
vide protection from the extremes of tem ­
perature, wind, water, and sunshine.

Beyond these basic needs of food and 
protection, yarn and textiles function in 
other, no less significant ways. They mark 
the wealthy from the poor, the idle classes 
from the productive, the sacred world from 
the secular. One tribe recognizes another 
by yarns and cloth worn.

"Novelty" yarn falls w ithin this second 
category. It fulfills the hum an need to dis­
tinguish rem arkable from ordinary, to use 
superlatives and to succumb to bouts of 
pronounced silliness. Novelty yarns pro­
claim their uniqueness, the effort that 
went into their production. Their goal is to 
provoke, embellish, enchant . . . some­
times at the cost of durability. But not al­
ways so.

Central to novelty-yarn design is the 
clever use of elem ents of contrast: 
light/dark, smooth/fuzzy, shiny/m atte, 
large/small, slubby/consistent. These con­
trasts often compromise the structure of 
sound yarn, m aking the "flashy" yarn also 
a funky yarn. The trick is in getting the 
look w ithout the letdown. Here is one way 
to do that.

Flash and function
A reasonably durable type of novelty yarn 
is the beaded variety. Beaded yarns are of 
at least two plies, w ith one ply having a 
sequence of beads, sequins, or stones 
threaded onto it. During the conventional 
plying operation, each bead in sequence is 
brought forward into the working zone, 
then is allowed to nestle into the plied 
yarn. The plying tw ist locks the bead into

place w ithin the yarn. Assuming that the 
yarn carrying the beads has sufficient tw ist 
and consistency, and that there's enough 
plying tw ist to lock the bead in place, this 
yarn can be a good performer, as novelty 
yarns go.

The elem ents
Let us take a closer look at the elements in 
this yarn and how they are assembled.

First, the "beads" themselves. Really, 
anything with a hole in it can be used, but 
here are some im portant considerations: 
washability, weight, size, and condition of 
the hole itself.

Will the beads be able to stand reason­
able hand laundry? Will they tolerate the 
process required to set the tw ist after ply­
ing?1 Large, heavy beads can cause a loose­
ly affiliated structure to droop, gape, and 
be prone to snagging. Will the beads be 
able to pass easily through the orifice of 
the wheel and to negotiate the flyer hooks? 
(Alternatives to the flyer/ bobbin wheel, 
which may sidestep this constraint, are 
considered later.) Will you be able to knit, 
weave, crochet, or net what you want w ith 
this yarn if you hang all these doodads on 
the outside of the object? And finally—is 
the hole itself smooth, or will it snag, tear, 
or rend the yarn which carries it?

The yarn onto which you thread the 
beads before plying can be handspun, or it 
can be commercial sewing thread, silk 
buttonhole twist, quilting thread, or the 
costumer's friend—dental floss. Mill-made 
threads add to the overall strength of 
novelty yarns. Handspun yarn can add to 
the strength as well, of course, but think 
about it. The handspun has to be fine 
enough to go through the beads, and con­
sistent enough to go through all of them.

1 Setting the tw ist in protein fibers means 
steaming the yarns. For cellulosic fibers, it 
means boiling for twenty minutes.

Opposite: The sequins are 
ready to be threaded onto 
silk sewing thread, and the 
stars are ready to be spun.
For the baby watch cap, 
Stephenie used the fancy 
yarn only as an accent on the 
crown. The cap as a whole 
was knitted from a two-ply 
yarn, where one ply was 
natural brown wool at 2200 
yards per pound and the 
other was black silk thread, 
bearing sequins. The snood 
above it was worked in a 
similar yarn, based on 
charcoal wool. Its body is 
sprang, with a crocheted 
edging in commercial green 
perle cotton.
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The pink and gray star yarn 
follows the construction 
technique Stephenie outlines 
here: one ply of the basic 
fiber and one ply of beaded 
silk thread. The scarf, worked 
in k2, p2 rib, is finished with  
more beads. The cotton 
child’s beret incorporates two 
plies of white cotton (14,000 
yards per pound) and one of 
blue cotton beaded thread.

It should also contain a generous amount 
of twist. Spinning your own carrying 
strand is not beyond possibility, but re­
quires a lot of treadling.

Store-bought sewing thread is a reason­
able compromise. Combine cotton thread 
w ith cellulosic handspun strands: flax, cot­
ton, ramie, hemp, and rayon. Use silk 
thread w ith the protein-based handspun 
strands: wool, angora, silk, cashmere.

Beyond the carrying thread, the other 
ply or plies can be whatever suits your 
fancy. Make sure that the texture of the 
plied yarn is in proportion to the size of

your beads. Hairy yarns can obliterate 
small beads. Large or dense beads will pull 
apart soft, low-twist yarns. Soft yarns also 
perm it beads to migrate north  and south 
along the yarn. Firmer, high-twist yarns do 
a better job of holding beads in place.

Putting things together
If the beads will fit through the orifice of 
the spinning wheel and will pass freely 
across the hooks of the flyer and then wind 
smoothly onto the bobbin, well, hooray, 
you can use your wheel. If any of the above

42 SPIN- OFF Spring 1997



is not possible on your beloved wheel, you 
can ply your beaded yarn on either a hand 
spindle or a great wheel.

You will need a lazy kate which can be 
placed at table height behind you as you 
work. The lazy kate must be placed above  
your working hands. Place the bobbins and 
the thread spool (with goodies already 
threaded onto the carrying ply) on the lazy 
kate.

Attach the plied yarns to the flyer and 
ply in a normal manner until you are ready 
to position a bead. By normal plying, I 
mean that the group of beads on the carry­
ing thread is pushed backward along the 
thread as you work, allowing only the 
thread itself to be incorporated into the 
yarn.

When you want to put a bead in the 
yarn, bring one forward and ply it along 
with the yarns. The rest of the beads stay 
behind, between the hands and the lazy 
kate. It soon becomes apparent why the 
kate needs to be higher than your hands. In 
this position, the beads slide forward, 
ready to be included in the yarn, but can 
be kept away from the action relatively

easily.
Put plenty of plying twist into the yarn; 

it holds each bead in place. Set the twist 
in your yarn before you make it into a 
finished item.

Using the yam
This brings us to the proper challenge of 
how to use these yarns to best advantage. 
They will not take high abrasion or vigor­
ous laundry. They can add weight to the 
finished fabric, which can improve the 
drape of the cloth. They can also cause 
socks to slump sullenly, because of a 
lovely, beaded-yarn top edge.

Consider the traditional uses of beads 
and sequins: edgings, hats, evening wear, 
belts, bags, and collars. ❖

Stephenie Gaustad can often be found in 
the hills near Jackson, California. Howev­
er, when recently sighted she had built a 
simple, elegant sprang fram e and was ex­
perimenting with this technique, using 
com binations o f beaded  and “regular” 
handspun yarns.

MjkSSSmmJm W h ether you 're a beginner
J I N p i n o f f u  or advanced spinner, use a

hand sp ind le or sp in nin g

Inspiring for spinners and

a v ariety  of tech n iq u es  for 
using handspun yarn and displays a variety of proj­
ects— k n itte d , w oven, cro ch eted — you w on 't find 
anyw here else. O th er featu res of Spin O ff  include 
plenty of reader feedback and input, news that keeps 
you in th e sp inning  loop, the an nu al sum m ary of 
spinning groups and guilds, lots of great four-color 
photography, and so m any  p ro je c ts  and so m uch  
solid in form ation  that you 'll w ant to reserve space 
on your bookshelves for your Spin O ff  library.

Interweave Press
201 East Fourth Street, Dept. A-SB 

IIU  Loveland, Colorado 80537-5655

An Invitation to Subscribe to

Spin-Off
Gloves from Handspun:

TOTALLV TUBULAR

S u b scr ib e  tod ay ! Join  th e  Spin Off ed ito rs  a n d  c o n ­
tribu tors in exp lorin g  th e  joys o f  using h an d sp u n  

yarn  to  c r ea te  h a n d m a d e  treasures. A o n e-y ea r  U.S. 
su bscr ip tion  is $21. C a ll us at  8 0 0 -6 4 5 -3 6 7 5 , 

D ept. A-SB, or s en d  b a c k  th e  bou n d-in  order  form .
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Peruvian Spinning 
Tools and Techniques 

by Carol Rasmussen Noble 



1 Puquio /  south central Peru /  hand-carved spindle with turned whorl; for 
cotton. Late 1970s.

2 Cuzco /  south central Peru /  hand-carved spindle with turned whorl; proba­
bly rosewood. Early 1980s.

3 Areata  /  southern Peru /  hand-carved spindle with turned conical whorl 
Early 1980s.

4  H uancavelica /  south central Peru /  hand-carved spindle with turned, re­
m ovable whorl; o f Chonta. Mid 1970s.

5 H uancavelica /  south central Peru /  wooden distaff. Mid 1970s.

6 Puquio /  south central Peru /  wire distaff. Late 1970s.

7 Huancavelica  /  south central Peru /  wooden distaff. Mid 1970s.

8 H uancavelica /  south central Peru /  wooden distaff. Mid 1970s.

9  Caillom a  /  southern Peru / hand-carved spindle with turned conical whorl. 
Early 1980s.

10  San M iquel de Pallaques /  northern Peru /  hand-carved spindle, no whorl. 
Mid 1980s.



SPINNING TOOLS and techniques 
vary widely in the Andes of Peru, 
especially from north to south. The 

picture of a shepherdess spinning with a 
drop spindle as she walks along, although 
typical, is certainly not ubiquitous.

First, some terminology. Quechua 
words pertaining to the spinning process 
are commonly used by Spanish and bi­
lingual (Quechua/Spanish) speakers in the 
Andes, instead of the equivalent Spanish 
words. A spindle is usually called a pucch- 
ca and a whorl is a piruru (both Quechua). 
The Spanish terms are, respectively, huso 
and rueca. In the Andes, especially among 
bilingual speakers, it is common for the 
Quechua word for spindle to be used as if 
it were a Spanish verb, thus blending the 
two languages—for example, estoy pucch- 
cando, I am spinning. In areas where 
distaffs are used, they are always referred 
to by the Quechua term, callapa.

Drop spindles used in central and south­
ern Peru are generally much lighter in 
weight than those made in the United 
States.1 Spindle shafts are usually hand- 
carved, with roundness being preferred, 
whereas whorls are typically turned on a 
lathe, although there are exceptions. If 
they are available, jungle woods are pre­
ferred over eucalyptus. In the Huanca­
velica area of south-central Peru, pucchcas 
made of Chonta, an extremely hard, black 
wood, are highly prized. In Cuzco, rose­
wood and mahogany are sought after, 
although they are expensive.

At present, whorls are constructed of 
wood in all areas, although crude, unglazed 
clay whorls used to be made in some re­
mote areas. The wooden whorls are either 
balanced top-to-bottom or are conical.

In Huancavelica, the size and weight of 
the spindle/whorl combination varies, de­
pending on the fiber being spun and the 
type of yarn desired. Of course, the spindle 
assembly is longer and heavier when the 
goal is a thicker yarn. It is interesting to 
note that Huancavelica may be the only re­
gion in the Andes where the spindle shaft 
does not penetrate the whorl completely, 
thus making piiuius interchangeable. In 
Puquio, in south-central Peru, the spindles 
also vary in length and weight, but are of a

more typical construction. Cotton spindles 
from Puquio are quite small, and are spun 
supported in a bowl or on the ground.

Mismiy  is the Quechua name for a 
two-handed twisting process used to make 
cording for slings and ropes.2 For the tool 
used to facilitate this technique, the 
m ism iy  stick, bamboo is the preferred 
material. The technique is also known as 
Guayaquil spinning in some areas, because 
bamboo is sometimes called caha de 
Guayaquil instead of bam bu.

The spindles of Huaraz in the Callejon 
de Huaylas in northern Peru—a beautiful 
valley below the sublime, snow-covered 
peak, Huascaran, and the other nevadoes of 
the Cordillera Blanca—are very long, 
straight pieces of cane, in some cases with 
a potato stuck on the upper end as a coun­
terbalance. They are carried over the 
shoulder, and used in a two-handed twist 
like a m ism iy  stick. The spindles of San 
Miguel de Pallaques in northern Peru are 
simply small, delicate sticks, pointed at 
both ends and slightly rounded in the 
middle. They do not have whorls and are 
turned on the ground.

Distaffs, called callapas, are used in the 
areas of Huancavelica and Puquio. Roving 
is wound around the arms of the distaff in 
a figure-eight pattern. In other places, rov­
ing is wrapped around the wrist or carried 
in a basket. The Y-shaped wooden callapas 
of Huancavelica are often fancifully carved 
and charming. Those of Puquio are more 
functional, with no decoration—some­
times even improvised from coat hangers 
or other wire.

All spinning of alpaca and llama fiber in 
central and southern Peru is done by the 
standard, suspended drop-spindle tech­
nique, with the spinner standing. The spin­
dle is twisted and then released to twirl, 
and the spinner drafts out the roving as the 
twist runs up. The yarn is never hooked 
around the bottom of the spindle, but 
rather secured to its upper end with a half­
hitch. There is, however, no notch in the 
spindle to facilitate this knotting.

Z twist is preferred. S twist is looked 
upon with suspicion, although it is not un­
common in nineteenth-century textiles for 
S- and Z-twist yarns of the same color to

1 By drop spindle, I am referring to the combination of spindle shaft and whorl.

2 With the exception of mismiy, spinning is still considered women's work. M ism iy, however, is done 
only by men, just as slings and ropes are braided only by men. Most men who spin by techniques 
other than mismiy  have been in prison, where they spin and weave to earn spending money
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be used on a warp for a subtle, striped ef­
fect.3

Yarns are typically overtwisted for use 
on backstrap looms. Sometimes spinners 
will overtwist commercially spun yarns by 
hand, specifically for use in backstrap 
weaving. Even handspun knitting yarns 
tend to be somewhat overtwisted by preva­
lent North American contemporary stan­
dards.

Yarns still range from extremely fine, 
even, and well-spun to lumpy, coarse, and 
uneven. Fine yarns are found, for example, 
around Lake Titicaca on the border be­
tween Peru and Bolivia and in parts of the 
Cuzco Department. The bulkier yarns are 
more characteristic of northern Peru.

To some extent, this is a function of the 
source of the wool—alpacas in the south, 
sheep in the north, along with an increas­

ing proportion of sheep in central and 
south-central Peru. The sheep in question 
are mixed breed, with a medium staple 
length and little crimp, and are typically 
very dirty—not well-suited to the prepara­
tion and spinning methods devised for al­
paca. Unfortunately, the increasing preva­
lence of cruder yarns also results from the 
loss of traditional skills within a rapidly 
changing, indigenous society. ❖

Carol Rasmussen N oble is a long-time tex­
tile collector, student, and writer who has 
published numerous articles on Andean 
weaving, braiding, and knitting. She has 
recently contributed an article on Ice­
landic knitted lace to Piecework m aga­
zine and she is working on books on 
Orenburg lace and on historical quilts 
in Nevada.

South

Pacific

Ocean

H u a n c a v e l i c a
r e g i o n

500 Km

500 Mi.

3 Editor's note: The study of twist direction in 
Peruvian textiles offers a great deal of informa­
tion on cultural and trade patterns throughout 
the area's history.
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B o o k s  f r o m  I n t e r w e a v e  P r e s s

Available in July!

The A r t  of Fair Isle Knitting  
H istory, Technique, C o lor 
and Patterns
Ann Feitelson
Fair Isle patterns! Fair Isle colors! Fair Isle his­
tory! Fair Isle stories! Fair Isle people! You’ll 
find them all in this comprehensive new book. 
An art historian and practicing fiber artist, 
author Ann Feitelson visited the Fair Isles 
often to bring this distinctive knitting style to 
life. The historical sections are lavishly illus­
trated with color photographs of historic Fair 

_________________________ Isle garments; Fair Isle color theory is exhaus­
tively demonstrated with knitted samples; and 

the original Fair Isle garments by Feitelson are illustrated with both color photos 
and color charts.
8 V2 x  I I, hardbound, 240 pages, co lo r photos throughout. #650— $34.95

Small

E nchanted

c^ K nitting
C ta 'tc c l  for 1" |;n d  me. M adiifie Knotting

Enchanted Knitting
C h arted  M otifs fo r Hand and M achine K n itting
Catherine Cartwright-]ones & Roy Jones
Authentic ancient motifs—from natural animals to mythological and imperial figures—are the basis for 
the charted designs in this new book. Here you’ll find patterns based on the ancient Romanian beast-man

Silvanus, figures in the Paleolithic caves of Europe, tatoos from the 
famous Pazyryk woman of central Asia. Ancient Chinese embroidery, 
Mexican hand-woven fabric, and a gentleman’s robe from Nigeria are 
among the many other fascinating sources in Enchanted Knitting.

Every design in the collection includes a discussion of the original motif 
in its historical context, plus knitting charts. There are also photos of 
completed garments incorporating the motifs.

For really fantastic designs, make Enchanted Knitting your own.
8 x 1 0 ,  paperbound, 96 pages, c o lo r  photos and b&w charts and illustrations. 
#680— $ 19.95

Sweaters  
C olorfu l Knits 
fo r Kids
Lise Kolstad & 
Tone Takle
People lucky enough 
to have children to 
knit for will delight 
in Small Sweaters. 
Authored by Lise 
Kolstad and Tone 
Takle, the topnotch 
Norwegian designers 

who have also done our Sweaters and More Sweaters, 
this new collection offers over 50 garments, including 
sweaters, coats, hats, tights, mittens, and socks, in sizes 
ranging from newborn to 14 years. When it comes to 
Small Sweaters, you will have as much fun knitting the 
garments as your kids will have wearing them.
8 Vi x  11 , paperbound, 144 pages, co lo r photos throughout. 
#687— $ 2 1.95

Back in Stock!
Th e K n itte r ’s Com panion
Vicki Square

Don t know how to do it? Forget how to do it? Need a new way to do it? Turn to The Knitter’s 
Companion, the handy spiral-bound notebook that stays open while you knit. Measuring just 7 x 5  
inches, the book fits in your totebag so you re never without clear illustrated diagrams for dozens of 
knitting techniques, including casting on, binding off, increasing, decreasing, correcting mistakes, 
making buttonholes and sewing seams and hems. The book also offers invaluable tables of body 
measurements, yam estimates, conversions, and more.
7 x 5 ,  spiralbound, I 12 pages, 100 b&w technique illustrations. #671— $17.95

Call U nicorn Books and Crafts a t 800-289-9276, D ept. IWPS, to  charge In terw eave books to  your c red it card.
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H O M E S P U N
H A N D K N I T

| B  jd S i t t .  *n Sheep’s C lothing  
: A  Handspinners Guide

■  Nola Fournier & Jane Fournier
Nt> fir̂ t

^ 3  con.siiliin<> this lunik. In Sheep's
” Clothing examines 100 breeds of 
St sheep and their fleece, paying spe- 

c 1:l' attention in ilic characteristics

t n p ip jp i  silk\ Linmln to sturdy, coarse

Karakul. Excellent photographs 
support the descriptions. From selecting top-quality fleeces to 
spinning and plying a variety of yarn styles, this book is an 
essential reference tool for handspinners.
7 x 1 0 ,  hardbound, 240 pages, b&w photos. #632— $24.95

Hands O n Spinning
Lee Raven
Understanding how spinning 
works, building a simple spin- 
die, spinning on a treadle 
wheel, choosing a wheel, 
preparing fibers, carding, 
twisting, and plying—all 
these essential spinning tech­
niques are explored in fully 
illustrated detail in this inex- 
pensive, hands-on manual.
8 'Ax  I0 3A  paperbound, 120 
pages, co lo r and b&w photos, 
plus illustrations. #575— $12.95

H A N D SO N

Socks
A  Spin*Off special publication 
for knitters and spinners
Rita Buchanan & Deborah Robson, 
editors
This handy inexpensive book offers 
patterns for 20 different pairs of socks 
devised by handspinners for their own 
pleasure, entertainment, and practical 
needs. Humble work socks, playful bed 
socks, thick woolly socks—all offer a 
range of exciting possibilities for begin­
ners to experts. Each set of instructions 
includes a description of the handspun
yam, suggested commercial equivalents, and full knitting patterns (includ­
ing a line-by-line turning of each heel).
8Ve x l0 7/a, paperbound, 56 pages, co lo r photos and b&w patterns. #530— $7.95

Felt
N e w  D irections fo r an 
A ncien t C ra ft
Gunilla Paetau Sjoberg; Patricia Spark, 
translator

All the information needed to start felting 
is here—including equipment, instructions, 
and patterns. Experienced felters will bene­
fit from the chapters on sculpture and relief 
work, while teachers and parents will appre­
ciate the chapter on teaching children to 
felt. Whether you’re making an elf, a vest, 

a rug, or a storytelling yurt, there’s hardly anything you can’t felt, and 
have lots of fun doing.
8 x 9 ,  hardbound, 216 pages, co lo r and b&w photos. #678— $24.95

Call Unicorn Books and C rafts a t 800-289-9276, D ept. IWPS, to charge In terw eave books to  your cred it card.

CAPS SOCKS MITTENS & GLOVES

More than a pattern book,
Homespun, Handknit 
includes favorite designs, 
hints, and techniques from 
50 experienced spinners and
knitters. Here you’ll find Jackie Fee’s mushroom cap, Elizabeth 
Zimmermann’s sideways mystery mittens, and many more. 
Projects range in difficulty from easy beginner pieces to 
advanced brainteasers; all pieces are shown in full color 
accompanied by how-to line drawings in black and white.
81/2 x 9, paperbound, 160 pages, co lo r photos and b&w illustrations. 
#577— $15.00

Hom espun, 
H andkn it
Caps, Socks, M ittens
& Gloves
Linda Ligon, editor

Available in June!

A ran  K nitting
Alice Starmore
This significant new book presents a 
complete Alice Starmore workshop in 
Aran knitting. Step-by-step instruc­
tions, photos, and drawings lead readers 
through 60 charted patterns that 
progress from the basic concept of using 
a cable needle to the myriad variations 
of Aran technique. There are also full 
instructions and charted patterns for 14 
original Alice Starmore designs, includ­
ing her own interpretations of Celtic 

knotwork. With the addition of previously unpublished historical infor­
mation just discovered by Starmore, and photos taken on location in the 
Aran Islands and County Clare, Aran Knitting is a real eye-opener on all 
the facets of this enduring style.
83/t x 12, hardbound, 176 pages, co lo r photos throughout. #723— $39.95



A SURVEY OF 
SILK 

FOR 

HANDSPINNERS 



WHENEVER you start thinking 
about silk, ask yourself, "What 
kind of silk?" The question is 

important, because there's silk, and there's 
silk. Spinners usually think that "silky" 
means long, strong, fine, smooth, slippery, 
and lustrous, and indeed, some silk is ex­
actly that. But silk can also be short, weak, 
fluffy, snarly, or dull. Learning about the 
different faces of silk will help you shop 
for preparations that you'll enjoy spinning, 
and will guide you in choosing the best 
form of silk for any particular project, or in 
deciding how to work with silk that you 
already have on hand.

Let's start by looking at where silk 
comes from, geographically and biological­
ly. Geographically, most of the silk import­
ed into the United States as spinning fiber, 
yarn, fabrics, or garments comes from 
China. Only a fraction comes from Japan, 
India, or other countries. Increased trade 
with China in recent years has already 
stocked our malls with racks of inexpen­
sive silk garments. Now spinners are wait­
ing to see how China's trade policies will 
affect the cost, supply, and quality of silk 
fiber preparations.

Biologically, almost all of the silk used 
in the world today comes from Bombyx 
mori, the mulberry silk moth. Fine, white 
bombyx silk is available to handspinners

Peacock’s Tail Shawl

Ann Welch 
Kitchener; Ontario

This project was designed for entry in 
the Ontario Handweavers and Spinners 
1991 competition, "From the Source." For 
this competition, your source of inspira­
tion had to be included with the finished 
article. The competition was open to 
handweavers, basketmakers, papermakers, 
felters, and handspinners. Normally I 
would not have entered such a competi­
tion, but spinner Ted Carson was to be one 
of the three judges, and I knew he would 
appreciate handspinning.

My inspiration for the shawl was my 
friend Evelyn Hopping's peacock. Although
I am afraid of the bird, I am always over­
whelmed by its beauty. I told Evelyn what 
I wanted to do and she gave me one of the 
molted tail feathers. When I took it home 
and laid it on the dining room table, I was

in many forms. Tussah silk, a honey- 
colored silk that's not quite as fine as 
bombyx silk, comes from Antheraea 
peinyi, the Chinese oak silk moth.

Tussah silk is a lovely fiber, but it's pro­
duced in much smaller quantities than 
bombyx silk. You won't find many tussah 
products in fabric stores or clothing shops, 
but several tussah preparations are avail­
able for handspinners.

The real luxury is 
reeled silk
The mile or so of silk in a typical cocoon 
consists of two parallel filaments or fibers 
that are joined and coated by a substance 
called sericin. Both the filaments and the 
sericin are forms of protein. The best qual­
ity silk is in the middle layers of the co­
coon. It's stronger and more uniform than 
silk from the outside (where the worm 
started spinning) or the inside (where it 
finished) of the cocoon.

If the pupa is stifled by heat or steam so 
that it cannot emerge and damage the co­
coon, the best part of the silk can be un­
wound as a more or less continuous strand, 
by a process called reeling. The cocoons 
are simmered in water first, to soften (but 
not remove) the sericin, then the ends of

surprised to see that the eye pattern of the 
feather exactly matched the stitch pattern 
in a doily that I had crocheted. It's called a 
pineapple pattern.

After a great deal of experimenting, I de­
cided to use silk caps, because the long 
fiber in caps makes a strong yarn. I opened 
each cap by putting my hands and fore­
arms into it and snapping it apart. Then I 
arranged the open cap over my swift, 
which I had covered with a cotton cloth.
By doing this I was able to spin effortlessly 
and draw off the cap in a circular motion 
as the swift turned. I spun a very fine 
thread with a Z twist. I tried plying and 
crocheting a sample, but the result was too 
heavy for what I wanted, so I used the yarn 
as a singles. I wetted the skeins with warm 
water and dried them under tension to set 
the twist.

I did most of the crocheting during my 
lunch hours. I carried the project back and

—continues on next page

This article resulted in large 
part from a collaboration  
among Rita Buchanan, 
Nancy Morey, and Celia 
Quinn, all o f whom  gener­
ously supplied ideas and 
information.

All spinning techniques 
dem onstrated by Celia 
Quinn, except worsted-style 
spinning, by Steve Buchanan. 
Technique photos by Rita 
Buchanan.

Opposite: Ann Welch started  
with silk caps, for strength, 
and knitted her entire shawl 
with undyed singles before 
painting the colors precisely  
where she wanted them.
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four or more cocoons are drawn off simul­
taneously and wound onto a reel. Strands 
of reeled silk can be used alone, or plied to­
gether to make thrown silk yarns. Reeled 
and thrown silk yarns are fine, strong, and 
smooth, and make sumptuous fabrics.

Most spinners will never work with 
reeled or thrown silk yarns, but sometimes 
you can buy bags of thrown silk waste—  
pieces of reeled silk that were discarded in 
the throwing process. This is usually a mix 
of long and short pieces, and may be dirty 
and tangled, but this is good strong silk 
that dyes beautifully and makes a wonder­
ful, loopy novelty yarn.

Except for thrown silk waste, essential­
ly all of the silk available to handspinners 
is already degummed. As spinners, we 
mostly work with what the silk industry 
calls spun silk (even though it isn't spun 
yet when we get it). Spun silk is the alter­
native to reeled silk. It makes use of the 
shorter, weaker, or broken fibers from 
parts of the cocoon that are rejected in the 
reeling process, or fibers from unstifled co­
coons pierced by the emerging moths. 
These fibers have to be degummed at the 
mill before they can be combed or carded 
into bricks, tops, rovings, noil, or other 
preparations. Silk caps are also degummed.

What kind of silk?
Degumming
Reeled and thrown silks are sometimes 
called raw silk,1 because the fibers still 
have the stiff coating of sericin. The 
process of removing the sericin is called 
degumming, and involves simmering the 
silk in soapy water for an hour or more, re­
peating if needed. Degumming can be done 
at any stage—cocoons, fiber, reeled or spun 
yarn, or fabric.

Bricks
The silk in a brick has been through the 
first step in the carding process. Normally 
most of the fibers are separated from each 
other and straightened into alignment, but 
there may be dense clumps of short fibers 
here and there. Although some bricks are 
more uniform than others, many include 
fibers ranging from about 2 to 8 inches (5 
to 20 cm) long. Spinning silk from a brick

1 In the fashion industry, raw silk means tex- 
tured fabric woven from bombyx silk noil. This 
fabric has been degummed.

(continued from previous page)

forth to work in a bag so small that some­
times it got put in the refrigerator by mis­
take. The finished shawl is so delicate that 
I can hold it cupped in my two hands.

It took a while to figure out how to re­
produce the color effects of the peacock 
feather. At first I wondered if I could dye 
the yarn in the colors I wanted so the pat­
tern would line up, but I finally concluded 
that it would be impossible to do that. 
Looking for other options, I consulted a 
dye supplier who suggested ways of spray­
ing dye onto the shawl after I finished it. 
Then I overheard a conversation on warp 
painting at a guild meeting, and decided to 
adapt that technique.

I covered my dining room table with a 
big sheet of plastic and shut my puppy out 
of the room, then spent a weekend paint­
ing my shawl. It was too big to fit on the 
table all at once, so I did one section at a

time. I mixed Procion dyes with a thicken­
er and used a glue brush to push the dye 
down into the yarn. Sometimes the dye 
didn't penetrate completely, so I had to 
turn the shawl over and dye the other side, 
too. After 24 hours, I washed the shawl 
and watched as all the turquoise went 
down the drain. For some reason, the 
turquoise dye doesn't behave like the other 
colors. I tried reapplying it, but it washed 
out again. Finally I gave up and used blue 
in those areas.

This project took six months from start 
to finish. It was a real challenge, because it 
came from my imagination and there were 
no instructions to consult. It's the most re­
warding project I have made, and I'm proud 
to say that it placed second best of more 
than two hundred entries in the competi­
tion, and was chosen to go on a two-year 
tour. Now that it's home again, I display it 
on a wall where I can enjoy looking at it.
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can be a joy or a headache, and you won't 
know which you're in for until you get 
started. At best, if the fiber is long and 
loose, you can pull off a strip and easily 
spin it into a nice smooth yarn. At worst, 
if the fiber is short and clumpy, you may 
have to card it and spin from rolags, or use 
it for blending with other fibers.

A brick usually weighs a little over 5 
ounces (142 g), and is cunningly folded into 
a neat, compact parcel. Admire it a while 
before you start to undo it, because once 
you unfold a brick, you'll never get it back 
together. An unfolded brick expands into a 
shimmering sheet of fiber, thick and puffy, 
a foot or more wide, and several feet long. 
Frankly, it's almost too pretty to spin, and 
you might want to get a brick just to look 
at. Bombyx silk bricks are readily avail­
able. Tussah silk bricks have been import­
ed in the past, but are rare now.

Made from silk brick

Tunisian Crochet Blouse

Juliet Papadakos 

Port Jefferson, New York

This blouse was a summer project. 
Summer is the right time to unfold a brick 
of tussah silk, bend its smooth and glisten­
ing fibers over your fingers, and watch as 
wisps of sunshine wind into firm yarn. 
Even in summer heat, silk is comfortable 
to spin and crochet: wool can wait until 
fall! I used a high-speed bobbin with a fat 
core to spin singles on a Louet S-10 wheel, 
and made a two-ply yarn that measures 
about 22 wraps per inch (2.5 cm) and 2500 
yards per pound.

I wanted to make a blouse, simple but 
elegant, suitable for a reception or dinner 
out. I also wanted a design that would re­
quire the minimum of fuss when making 
up. To complement this simple style, I 
wanted an interesting stitch pattern. I de­
cided to use one that combines one 
Tunisian simple stitch and one Tunisian 
purl stitch, reversing the order in each

cast-on row.1 This stitch pattern, worked 
in a thick-and-thin yarn, produces a fabric 
which is ordered yet has the interest of 
some irregularity of texture and sheen.

I worked the blouse without side seams, 
starting with a rectangle as wide as my 
bust measurement plus 2 inches (5 cm) for 
ease. When I reached the underarm/1 di­
vided the stitches and worked one-quarter 
for each side of the front and one-half for 
the back. I shaped a fairly open neckline. 
The straight edges on the sides form cap 
sleeves. After seaming the shoulders, I cro­
cheted around the neck, armholes, and 
bottom edge.

The antler buttons I chose were small 
enough to accent the garment without

Both Juliet Papadakos and 
Eleonore Brandau started  
with silk brick—tussah and 
bombyx, respectively.

Ju liet’s blouse provides a d e­
lightful summer garment, but 
m oves sm oothly into winter 
as well. Silk offers cool, body- 
skimming, warm-weather 
cloth, then transitions to an 
insulating, still glamorous, 
winter layer.

Eleonore’s stole contrasts the 
silk with a darker k id  mohair.

-continues on page 56

1 Tunisian crochet is done with an afghan hook, which looks like a knitting needle with a knob at one 
end and a hook at the other. You work back and forth, first picking up a whole row's worth of loops, 
then working them off one at a time.
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Spinning from a brick
PREPARATION, METHOD 1

1 A brick contains a lot of silk, and you 
need to divide it into smaller portions that 
you can hold while you spin. Unfold the 
brick and spread it out on a table, the floor, 
or your lap.

2 One way to approach a brick is to pinch a 
tuft of fibers off its end. Hold that, and 
spin the fibers from their ends.

3 Of course, you can hold the fiber with whichever hand feels more comfort­
able. Here Celia is using her left hand; she has taught herself to use both 
hands interchangeably.
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PREPARATION, METHOD 2

1 Another way to handle this form of silk 
is to split the brick lengthwise, by peeling 
strips off the edge.

2 Split the strips lengthwise into thinner, 
more manageable strands.

3 Loosen the fibers by pulling a strip 
lengthwise between your hands. Work 
from one end of the strip to the other, 
drafting as you go. When you're done, the 
strip of fibers will be two or three times as 
long and much fluffier than before. Now 
it's ready to spin.

4  Spin from the end of the strip. Watch the 
drafting triangle and try to keep it spread 
open.

5 If a thick clump of fibers tries to pull 
into the yarn, clamp down on it and pull 
until you have thinned it out.
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(text continued from page 53) being obtrusive, but they were too light in 
color. The microwave oven provided a 
remedy: I filled a plastic dish with freshly 
brewed coffee and "nuked" the buttons for 
five minutes on medium power. They 
turned out just right.

Knitted Lacy Stole

Eleonore Brandau 

Southgate, Michigan

For this stole, I spun fine singles yarns 
from bombyx silk brick and "stained" kid 
mohair. I then made a two-ply yarn that 
measures about 30 wraps per inch (2.5 cm). 
I spent last summer on my back porch, 
knitting the stole on size 1 (2.5 mm) nee­
dles. It's about 17 inches wide and 70 inch­
es long (43 x 178 cm), and weighs 6Vi 
ounces (184 g). I like the way the shiny silk 
shows against the darker mohair, and 
enjoy wearing the stole.

I don't know where the knitting pattern 
came from; it was given to me by a neigh­
bor when we lived in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, in 1972 .1 find it easy to knit, 
since there are only three pattern rows and 
mistakes are easy to spot once the pattern 
is established. It's worked on a multiple of
10 plus 7 sts.
Row  1: K 4, * yo, k 3, si 1, k 2 tog, psso, k

3, yo, k 1,* repeat from * to * across; 
end k 3.

Rows 2, 4, 6: K 2, p across row, ending k 2. 
[Editor's note: Or knit all the way 
across, for a garter-stitch effect.]

Row 3: K 5, * yo, k 2, si 1, k 2 tog, psso, k 
2, yo, k 3,* repeat from * to * across; 
end k 2.

Row 5: K 3, k 2 tog, * yo, k 1, yo, k 1, si 1, 
k 2 tog, psso, k 1, yo, k 1, yo, si 1, k 2 
tog, psso, * repeat from * to * across to 
last 7 sts; k 1, yo, k 1, yo, si 1, k 1, psso, 
k3.

Top and not-top
Silk and silk blends are often sold as 
ropelike preparations of mostly parallel 
fibers. These are usually called tops or 
rovings, or sometimes slivers. Spinners 
and suppliers are often confused about 
which term to use, but whatever you call 
them, you need to be aware that there are 
two different categories in this group.
We'll call them top and not-top.

Most people agree that a top is a prepa­
ration that has been combed to straighten 
the fibers and eliminate short fibers and 
noils. The fibers are fairly uniform in 
length, sometimes 3 to 4 inches (7.5 to 10 
cm) long, and sometimes 6 to 8 inches (15 
to 20 cm) or more. Not-top looks like top, 
until you pull it apart. Then you see that 
the fibers have been carded, but not 
combed. There's usually a mix of fiber 
lengths, and there even may be some noils 
or debris. Many a spinner has been disap­
pointed by purchasing a bag of silk that 
looked like top, and discovering later that 
it was not-top.

The difference matters when you spin. 
Get top if you want to spin elegant glossy 
yarns. The inconsistencies in not-top make 
it harder to draft, and usually put texture in 
the yarn, whether you want it or not.

There are many different tops and not- 
tops on the market today—made of bom­
byx or tussah silk, in natural colors or 
dyed. Some of these are excellent quality. 
Others are disappointing. You can't tell 
what you're getting by looking at it 
through a plastic bag, and you can't tell by 
price—some disappointments are expen­
sive.

If you're shopping by mail, order a small 
sample before you buy a big supply If 
you're at a conference or in a fiber shop, 
ask if you can open a bag to examine the 
silk in a preparation before you buy it.
Find the end and pull out a few fibers to 
check their length. Fan the end open and 
hold it up to a light or against a contrast­
ing background to see if there are noils. If 
you like what you see, buy it. If you don't, 
explain your decision, thank the supplier 
for the opportunity to take a look, and 
keep shopping.

Dyed tops are usually tussah silk, be­
cause it's a little coarser and easier for the 
dyer to handle than bombyx silk, and it 
absorbs water and dye more readily. For 
some reason, these dyed tops are often 
easier to spin than undyed tops of similar 
silk—the fiber drafts more freely and 
doesn't clump as much.
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Working with top or sliver

1 With any top; sliver, or roving, try the easiest thing first: spinning from the 
end. If this works, you're on your way. Note: If the fiber doesn't draft freely, 
break off the sliver from your starter yarn, turn it around, and try spinning 
from the other end. Sometimes a preparation drafts more easily from one end 
than the other.

If you don't want to hold a lot of fiber at once, just pull off a shorter sec­
tion. Or, split the preparation lengthwise into two or more pieces.

2 When spinning from the end, remember 
to keep fanning out the drafting zone, and 
to keep it in proportion to the fiber length. 
This tussah silk has an average fiber length 
of 4 to 5 inches (10 to 12 cm), so the draft­
ing zone is 2 to 3 inches (5 to 7.5 cm) long.

3 This bombyx silk has an average fiber 
length of about 3 inches (7.5 cm), so the 
drafting zone is less than 1 Vz inches long 
(3.75 cm).

If the preparation is dense and compact and doesn't draft freely, try loosening 
it by pulling it between your two hands. Pull about half the average fiber 
length, then let go, move your hands, and repeat. This pulling, sometimes 
called attenuating or piedrafting, helps put some vitality back into com­
pressed fibers.
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Spinning from the fold

Spinning from the fold is an alternative to 
spinning from the end of the fibers. It's a 
comfortable way to hold the fibers and 
makes it easier to regulate the drafting, so 
that you can make yarns of even thick­
ness. This technique is especially helpful 
with silk tops and other preparations that 
tend to clump together—if you spin them 
from the end, you get a lumpy yarn.

Some spinners raise various objections 
to spinning from the fold: it essentially 
halves the fiber length, it may make a 
fuzzier yarn, it requires making frequent 
joins, and so forth. Yes, these are all true; 
but so what? Working from the fold helps 
you spin fiber that would otherwise lan­
guish in the closet, and lets you make a 
nice even yarn. Why not give it a try?

1 Check the fiber length first. This method 
works best if the fibers are at least 4 inches 
(10 cm) long. Then pull off a piece of the 
preparation, equal to the average fiber 
length, and fold it in half over your index 
finger.

2 The fibers draft from the center of the 
fold. In this case, the fold extends off the 
end of the index finger. Note how the little 
finger holds the back ends of the fibers. 
The middle and ring fingers work with the 
thumb to regulate the flow of fibers—these 
fingers will stay busy if the preparation is 
clumpy and doesn't draft freely.

3 Try different positions to see which gives 
you the most control and comfort. Some­
times having the fiber coming off your 
knuckle, as shown here, works best. The 
thumb and middle finger press against 
both sides of the index finger to regulate 
the fiber flow.
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Worsted-style spinning

1 Some spinners prefer a worsted-style 
draw. It's easy on your back and eyes. You 
can sit back in a comfortable chair, rest 
one elbow against the chair arm, and posi­
tion your hands so the drafting zone is 
right where you would hold a book for 
reading. The wheel in this photo is a 
Timbertops "Beaver."

2 For worsted spinning, you need to keep 
the fiber length in mind. In this tussah top, 
the average fiber length is 6 to 8 inches (15 
to 20 cm). The front hand pinches the yarn 
and pulls it forward, toward the orifice, 
about 4 inches (10 cm)—about 1/2 to 2/3 of 
the fiber length—then slides back, guiding 
in the twist. The other hand uses the ring 
and little fingers to hold  the fibers, and 
uses the thumb and first finger to arrange 
the fibers, spreading them into a thin layer. 
Normally the thumb and first finger are re­
laxed, but they can clamp down on the 
fibers if you need to draft out a thick spot 
by pulling on both ends of the clump.

4 If the fibers are too short to fold over your finger, try pinching them be­
tween your thumb and fingers. When joining on, overlap the folded fibers 
around the leader and carefully guide the twist across the join, as shown here.

5 The hand holding the folded fiber drafts back as far as is comfortable, and 
then winds on. The front hand hovers near the yarn, ready to hold back the 
twist or to pinch down if you need to pull between your hands to draft out a 
slub.



Made from silk top

Red Scarf

Cheryl Reynolds

Bay St. Louis, Mississippi

Cheryl Reynolds was still a new spinner 
when she took a silk workshop from Celia 
Quinn at the Spin■ Off Autumn Retreat in 
1991. She came home inspired, and has fo­
cused on silk ever since. For this scarf, she 
chose two types of combed tussah top from 
Lambspun of Colorado (the red weft is 
"Crimson Glow" and the variegated warp 
is "Flandpainted Aurora"). She spun both 
colors into two-ply yarns.

The structure of her fabric is an eight- 
shaft braided twill. Cheryl was careful to 
sett the warp closely and to beat the weft 
well, to make a stable fabric, and she fin­
ished the cloth with a good steam pressing.

Cheryl says, "Silk  has become my fa­
vorite fiber to spin. I did find that unless 
you want to spin for weeks, like I did for 
this piece, it is worthwhile to have a profi­
cient wheel. I've graduated to a 30-inch 
(76-cm) double-treadle Jensen wheel (from 
The Spinning Wheel Shop) with a speed- 
spinning k it."

Silk top gives you a head  
start toward sm ooth yarn. 
Cheryl Reynolds chose two 
colors o f com bed  tussah to 
spin the yarn for her scarf.

Noil
If you like textured yarns, silk noil is for 
you. Noils are short fibers, snarled bits, 
and little pieces of broken-up cocoon, all 
discarded from the reeling or combing 
operations. You can get bombyx noil or 
tussah noil in various forms—chunky or 
fine-textured, in loose wads or batts, or 
carded into roving.

The best noil preparations are clean and 
fluffy, easy to pull apart and use. Watch 
out for chunky stuff with big pieces of co­
coon—you might as well tear up a cereal 
box and try to card it. Also, watch out for 
noil with lots of dark flaky bits that look 
like coarsely ground pepper. Those are 
pieces of broken chrysalis. They're hard 
and scratchy and give off a foul smell when 
wet—every time you wash the yarn, steam

the fabric, or wear the garment on a humid 
day.

By itself, noil can be carded and spun 
into a rough-textured, dull-surfaced yarn 
that contrasts strongly with the smooth­
ness and luster of yarn spun from top. Noil 
is also popular for blending. Try carding 
tussah noil with brown cotton, for exam­
ple; the fiber lengths are similar, and they 
blend and spin easily into a pretty yarn. Or 
card bits of brightly dyed noils with solid- 
color wool to make an attractive tweedy 
yarn that's structurally sound—the noils 
don't pull loose.

Noil or noil-blend yarns, handspun or 
millspun, are often described as interesting 
but weak—fine for knitting, but better for 
warp than weft in weaving. Because the 
fibers are short, noil yarns need plenty of 
twist.
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Using silk noil
CARDED NOIL

■ H H n K

1 Noil can be used alone, without blend- 2 Spinning carded noil makes a textured
ing. You may need to card it first, to loosen yarn—you can see the bumps, 
clumps and make a fluffy batt.

SECURING SLUBS

This noil was sold as a roving or sliver. It 
spins fine from the end, with no further 
preparation, but there are occasional slubs 
of loose, short fibers.

1 Here's a way to catch them more secure­
ly in the yarn. First, put your thumb un­
derneath the slub.

2 Press down firmly with your fingers and 
roll with the twist, pulling those fibers 
tight around the yarn.

3 Done! That spot is now secure. A quick 
firm roll is all it takes.

Spring 1997 SPIN-OFF 61



NOIL A S  A N  ACCENT

1 Carding in some silk noil is a good way 
to add bits of color and texture to another 
fiber (dark brown yak down, in this case). 
Load the main fiber on the card first, then 
add a few dots of silk noil.

2 Card until the fibers are blended as much 
as you want.

3 Roll the carded fibers into a rolag, or 
simply lift them off as a batt.

4 The carded blend spins into a "knicker- 
bocker" yarn that makes a wonderful 
tweedy fabric.
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Made from silk noil

Peruvian H at

Diane Varney 

Albany' California

Diane Varney has experimented exten­
sively with silk noil, which she initially 
thought was only good for one's budget.
She has spun a multitude of textured 
yarns, and suggests sampling blends that 
begin with about 30 percent noil. Base 
fibers in the skeins shown in the photo 
include wool, kid mohair, silk top, flax, 
cotton, tussah, Samoyed, and Norwegian 
elkhound, separately and (more often) in 
combination.2

Tussah Vest

Paula Shull 

Silverton, Oregon

Making the singles warp yarn for this 
vest was a simple matter of spinning com­
mercially prepared tussah top from the end 
with a worsted draw. The singles tussah 
noil weft was a different matter entirely.

Because noil is the leftovers from the 
combing process, it consists of tangles and 
combed-out chrysalis bits, with lots of 
short pieces, disorganized long pieces, 
small trash, and sometimes large bits of 
unexpected foreign matter. You need to 
check any supply of noil carefully and re­
move any hard pieces before processing it, 
whether you plan to use hand cards or a 
drum carder.

The fiber for the weft in this vest was 
prepared on a drum carder with regular 
wool-carding cloth. I teased apart the fiber 
and added it to the revolving drum in thin 
layers. As I added each layer I used a flick­
er as well, dragging it heavily over the fiber 
on the drum as it turned to open the tan­
gles as much as possible. Even though this 
is called noil, it contained a lot of relative­
ly long fibers. Consequently, a rough card­
ing drags it open and makes it a pleasure to 
spin. At first, the word silk  made me treat 
the stuff cautiously, but tussah is very 
tough and can easily withstand the pro-

'For more information, see "Spinning with Silk 
Noil," by Diane Varney, in Spin-Off 14, no. 4 
(Winter 1990): 60-63; and Spinning Designer 
Yarns, by Diane Varney (Loveland, Colorado: In­
terweave Press, 1987).

cessing 1 ultimately gave it. After the batts 
were finished, 1 doffed them, tore them 
into strips lengthwise, and spun them into 
a highly textured yarn using a woolen 
draw.

Skeins for both warp and weft were fin­
ished the same way. I washed them gently 
by hand in hot water with Orvus paste, 
rinsed well, squeezed out the excess water 
between towels, snapped the skeins open, 
and hung them to dry unweighted.

I sett the worsted-spun yarn at 36 ends 
per inch (2.5 cm) and crossed it with the 
noil in a tabby structure. After weaving, I 
removed the web from the loom and 
washed it in warm water and Orvus, using 
the regular cycle of the washing machine. 
The fabric hung for a short while, but f 
pressed it while still damp, using a fairly 
hot iron (cotton setting) in order to bring 
up the luster as much as possible.

A m ore com prehen­
sive photo of, and 
article about,
D iane’s hat ap­
peared in the Winter 
1990 issue (pages 60, 
63). Paula’s vest was 
shown in the Fall 
1993 issue (page 
103), with inform a­
tion on its worsted- 
spun singles warp— 
but without details 
on the noil weft, 
which are provided  
here.
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Throw it in the washing 
m achineI Cram it in a 
drawer! Pat Maley dries her 
sweater flat and lets any later 
wrinkles hang out. Silk is a 
luxury fiber, but it ’s durable 
and practical, especially  
when handspun.

Caps or mawata
Mawata is the Japanese term for expanded  
cocoon, and means silk fiber that has been 
expanded from a compact cocoon into a 
wide thin layer. Mawata preparations were 
traditionally used for kimono padding. 
They are very soft and lightweight and pro­
vide excellent insulation.

American spinners are most likely to 
see mawata caps, sometimes called simply 
silk caps, made from bombyx cocoons. A 
mawata cap is made by stretching about 25 
to 30 cocoons over a ceramic mold. One 
cap usually weighs between 1/2 ounce and 
1 ounce (14 to 28 g). A bell is a group of 
about 25 caps, packaged together into one 
neat unit. A mawata hankie or square is

made by stretching cocoons over a bamboo 
frame. Mawata hankies are still being 
made in Japan, but they are not commonly 
available in the United States—nor will 
you find caps made from tussah silk.

Mawata caps vary in quality, depending 
on the cocoons that were used and the 
methods of processing. In the best caps, 
the fiber has a soft, buttery texture. It feels 
strong and elastic as you draft it, and you 
end up with more long sections of continu­
ous fiber and fewer snarly noils. In low- 
quality caps, the fiber has a rougher tex­
ture. It may rip or tear easily, making snap­
ping noises as you draft it, and you end up 
with more short fibers and lots of noils.

Made from silk caps

Knitted Silk  Sweater

Pat Maley 
Cincinnati, Ohio

This sweater started with some mawata 
silk squares that I bought about twenty 
years ago. I couldn't decide what to do 
with that silk, but I finally started working 
with it anyway. I put some of the squares 
in a metal box that I carried around, and 
whenever I had time I drafted squares into 
roving. I would peel off a thin layer, open it 
into a loop, pull it out into a long circle, 
then fold it into a butterfly. When I got a 
box full of butterflies, I sat down and spun 
them into yarn, drafting out any thick 
spots as I went along and treadling just 
enough to give the yarn a very soft twist. 
The drafting was hard work and it seemed 
to take forever to do all the squares, but I 
liked the yarn I was making.

I kept looking for ideas for something to 
make with the yarn, either knitted or 
woven, and one day at church I saw some­
one in a long, loose, lacy sweater with full 
sleeves and puffed shoulders. I decided to 
make a sweater like that, came home and 
studied the The Knitter’s Guide to Sweater 
Design (by Carmen Michelson and Mary- 
Ann Davis,- Loveland, Colorado: Inter­
weave Press, 1989), and drafted my own 
pattern. I'm not a very experienced knitter, 
so I designed most of the sweater in stock­
inette stitch and used the simplest of lace 
stitches k 2 tog, yo—to make rows of 
lacy holes around the hem, sleeves, and 
neckline.

I worked the sweater on size 4 (3.5 mm)
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needles at a gauge of 5 stitches and 6 rows 
per inch (2.5 cm). I knitted fairly loosely, 
and the finished sweater has stretched a 
little in length. That's okay, but if I had it 
to do over again I would knit more tightly.

I enjoyed knitting with this silk yarn. I 
used it as a singles, but the knitting didn't 
slant because the yarn had such a low 
angle of twist. My only problem was that I 
ran out of yarn before I finished the 
sweater. I couldn't get any more of the 
mawata squares, but I got some silk caps 
and drafted and spun them in the same 
way. They were a slightly different color of 
white, but dyeing covered that.

I dyed the finished sweater with Lanaset 
dyes. I waited until then because I wanted 
to dye some handwoven silk skirt fabric at 
the same time and have the colors match. I 
made a big batch of dye, divided it into two 
large pots, and did the sweater in one pot 
and the fabric in the other. Actually, I had 
trouble dyeing the fabric—it came out 
blotchy and I had to treat it with leveling 
agents to salvage it. But the sweater dyed 
beautifully—the knitted fabric is quite 
open, the sweater was completely wet 
when I put it in the dyepot, I used the 
biggest pot I had, and I kept repositioning 
the sweater in the dyebath.

The finished sweater weighs only 7.8 
ounces (220 g). I wash it on the gentle 
cycle in the washing machine, and lay it 
flat to dry. It can wrinkle in a drawer or 
suitcase, but the wrinkles hang out, and I 
don't need to press it. It's wonderful to 
wear. It's cool enough for summer 
evenings and warm enough for winter. 
Usually I wear it with a skirt, but it's long 
enough that sometimes I wear it as a dress 
over tights.

A Fine Silk Blouse

Celia Quinn 
Homer; Alaska

I worked on this blouse almost full time 
for about three months. I spun about 
20,000 yards of singles yarn, and plied it 
for both warp and weft into a two-ply yarn 
that measured about 11,000 yards per 
pound. I spun the warp first, using bombyx 
silk caps that I had dyed in a range of pas­
tel and dark colors with Lanaset dyes. I 
sett the warp at 40 ends per inch (2.5 cm) 
for the plain weave stripes, and at 60 ends 
per inch for the 3/1 twill stripes. Even with

There’s m ore inform ation on 
C elia’s blouse in the Summer 
1994 issue (pages 73-75). But 
we thought you should see 
what she can do with silk  
caps. . . .

the plying, I was worried about this warp, 
and decided to treat it with sizing. I used a 
recipe by Mary Dusenberry, published in 
the 1990 issue of Color Trends (see the 
box). I put the sizing in a bowl and treated 
one skein at a time, kneading in the sizing 
until the yarn was well saturated. Then I 
squeezed out the excess sizing and snapped 
the skein to straighten it. I rotated the 
skeins often as they dried, and kept work­
ing them over to make sure none of the 
strands stuck together.

Silk from caps is just incredibly prone 
to snagging. While weaving, I had to clear 
the shed for each pick and there were 35 
picks per inch (2.5 cm).

It took two trips through the washing 
machine to wash out all the sizing, but the 
cloth didn't shrink to speak of. I dried it 
and ironed it. It had taken me about five 
hundred hours to spin the thread and 
weave the fabric.

This project was more difficult than I 
expected, but I learned a lot, and I love the 
blouse. It only weighs 6.5 ounces (185 g), 
so it's very light and comfortable. The 
cloth feels wonderful, especially right after 
I wash and press it. I'll never forget the sat­
isfaction of weaving fabric from such fine 
thread. As I sat there at the loom, I kept 
telling myself, "This is it! At last I'm mak­
ing real cloth!"

A C O O K E D  
F L O U R  S I Z I N G  

F O R  S I L K  W A R P S
For 2 to 3 ounces (60 

to 85 g) of silk, add a few 
drops of olive oil to 1/2 
cup of white flour, then 
slowly add 3 cups of 
water. Cook this mixture 
like gravy, stirring over 
low heat for 10 to 15 
minutes until it thickens.
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Spinning silk caps

SEPARATING LAYERS, METHOD 1

1 A cap is made by stretching several cocoons over a mold, so it contains 
many layers of fibers. There's too much fiber to spin all at once,- you need to 
peel the layers apart. You can start at the edge, as shown here, and peel across 
to the other side.

2 Keep pulling until you have pulled the 
layer almost completely away from the 
rest of the cap.

3 Make the final separation by putting 
your hands close together and snapping 
sharply. This makes a distinct break. If 
your hands are too far apart and you pull 
slowly, you'll get long tails of fibers trail­
ing off both pieces.
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SEPARATING LAYERS, METHOD 2

1 Here's another way to peel a layer off a 
cap. Use one hand to pinch right in the 
center and pull up. Reach inside the cap 
with your other hand and pull down.

2 Now pull the layers apart, turning the cap inside out. To make the final 
break, put your hands close together and snap sharply.

Take the layer you have peeled off and stretch it as far as your arms can 
reach. Look it over, and if you spot any clumps of short fibers, pick them out 
and discard them. Now choose a starting point, fan it open, and draft out a 
few fibers. Tie these onto the leader, and you're ready to spin.

USING A N  IMPROVISED DISTAFF

1 Here's another way to spin from caps, 
using an umbrella swift as a distaff. Par­
tially open the swift and cover it with a 
piece of cloth. Peel a thin layer off a cap, 
tug it between your hands to stretch it 
even thinner, then pull it down over the 
cloth-covered swift. Adjust the swift as 
needed to hold out the cap.

2 Position your chair and wheel near the 
swift, so you can reach the fiber easily for 
drafting. Keep your hands at the front of 
the drafting triangle, and pull toward the 
orifice. Watch what you're doing.

3 You can spin a fine yarn this 
way, with plenty of control. 
Use both hands, as needed, to 
regulate the flow of fibers, 
draft out thick spots, and 
catch noils. The swift will 
turn as you work your way 
around the cap, but you may 
need to stop and readjust the 
remaining fiber from time to 
time.
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DRAFTING

1 To spin from the cap, keep 
your hands well apart and 
make a long drafting triangle.
Remember, there are long 
pieces of unbroken silk fila­
ment in a cap.

How much should you draft 
the layer of fibers before you 
start spinning? It depends on 
what size of yarn you want to 
make. If you want to make a 
fine yarn, like this, start with a 
fairly thick supply of fibers.
That way the twist won't run 
up into the fiber supply; it will 
stop at the drafting triangle, 
and you'll have plenty of time 
to draft as fine as you want 
without fighting the twist.

If you want to spin a thicker yarn, start by drafting the fiber close to the 
desired yarn size. When you sit down at the wheel, it's all you can do to draft 
out remaining slubs before the yarn is twisted enough to wind on. Spinning 
thick yarn goes so fast that you don't have time to do much drafting.

2 Use all the fingers of your fiber-holding 
hand to control the silk. This is an active 
process. Don't let that hand be lazy

3 Don't hang on too close to the front of 
the fibers. Doing that interferes with draft­
ing, and the fibers snarl up in your hand.

4 If they do snarl, stop spinning and 
straighten things out.

5 When you start spinning again, keep 
your hand farther back on the fiber supply.
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Made from silk caps

Crocheted Vest

Selma Miriam 

Westport, Connecticut

For this vest I dyed silk caps in two col­
ors, bright turquoise and a darker blue- 
green. I spun the singles separately, then 
made a two-ply yarn. Most of the yarn has 
the two colors plied together, but I made 
some with both strands the same color, for 
variety. The yarn has some irregularity, be­
cause I wasn't very experienced yet at 
working with caps, but I think the texture 
adds interest.

I found the pattern stitch in Glorious 
Crocheted Sweaters, by Nola Theiss (New 
York: Sterling, 1989). It has an eight-row 
repeat: six rows of single crochet, then two 
pattern rows that make the arrowhead mo­
tifs. For dimensions, I chose a favorite old 
vest and matched its size and shape. I 
worked the rows vertically, starting at the 
center front and going all the way around 
with no side seams. Then I added a band 
around the bottom.

I thought it was easy and fun to work 
with the silk yarn, and I encourage other 
spinners to try crocheting with silk. I like 
how the texture of the yarn complements 
the sculptural quality of this stitch. The 
vest stretched a little when I blocked it, 
but didn't get too loose or too big. At just 
over 7 ounces (200 g), it's lightweight and 
comfortable to wear.

Silk batting
Various forms of silk were traditionally 
used to pad quilts and clothing in China 
and Japan. This batting or stuffing can be 
made from expanded cocoons or carded 
fibers. You can buy pieces of ready-made 
silk batting. It's very light and warm, and 
worth considering for a special quilting 
project.

Sometimes a spinner discovers an old 
comforter or garment that was originally 
stuffed with silk, and optimistically de­
cides to retrieve the batting and card and 
spin it. These projects usually end up in 
the closet, because spinning old batting is 
about as much fun as eating yesterday's 
oatmeal.

Silk blends
Silk is blended with other fibers for many 
reasons. For example, shiny silk adds lus­
ter to fine wool or cotton. Wool adds loft 
to silk. Silk and kid mohair make a 
sparkling blend that dyes to vibrant colors. 
Flax or ramie adds crispness to silk. Silk 
and baby alpaca are luxuriously soft to­
gether. Blends can be wonderful stuff, and 
they often cost less than pure silk.

Blends are made by carding, and are 
usually available as puffy batts or ropelike 
strands called rovings or tops (again, these 
terms are used inconsistently and inter­
changeably). They vary widely in the qual­
ity and compatibility of the constituent 
fibers, the thoroughness of the blending, 
and the spinnability. Here are some general 
guidelines to keep in mind as you shop.

♦ A preparation that's only partially 
blended will have a marbled or streaky 
look—you can see distinct areas of silk 
and the other fiber. If spun with no fur­
ther preparation, this will make a varie­
gated yarn with alternating sections of 
one fiber, then the other. That may look 
wonderful, or it may look funny. Try 
some and see. You can always recard to

Selma Miriam starts with a 
fiber and invents from there. 
She dyed her silk caps in two 
colors, spun them, and then 
plied them in different com ­
binations. She lik ed  the inter­
action between the textures 
o f the crochet stitch and the 
yarn.
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complete the blending, or look for a 
more fully blended preparation in the 
first place.

♦  It's easiest to blend and spin two fibers 
that have similar fiber lengths. Ideally, 
the silk has been chosen or cut to close­
ly match the length of the other fiber. 
These similar-length blends cooperate 
and draft into a homogeneous yarn. 
Blends where one fiber is much longer 
than the other, such as long silk and 
short camel down, are harder to spin. 
The fibers tend to separate as you 
draft—the long fibers pull out first, and 
you're left with a tuft of short fibers, so 
you spin that, and end up with a patchy 
yarn. Even experienced spinners have 
trouble spinning mixed-length blends 
into uniform yarns. If you're a beginner, 
you may find the attempt frustrating. 
Investigate a sample and compare the 
fiber lengths in a blended preparation 
before you buy it.

♦  Fiber diameter should be similar, too. 
Silk combines best with other fine

fibers. Sometimes spinners hope that 
adding some silk will soften a coarse 
wool, mohair, alpaca, or llama. It won't. 
Even a little bit of coarse fiber in a blend 
is enough to make the yarn look and 
feel itchy.

♦ Silk is very compatible with angora rab­
bit and kid mohair, but because of their 
tendency to fluff out, these other fibers 
will visually dominate the yarn. The 
silk is more subtle, but you'll see it 
when you look closely.

♦  If the fibers are well blended, you don't 
have worry about how you're going to 
care for the yarn or project—just wash it 
in warm water with your favorite deter­
gent or soap, then rinse, allow to dry, 
and gently steam-press if desired. Thor­
ough blending prevents the problems 
that occur if you combine fibers by ply­
ing them together, or by making stripes 
in a project. Then different rates of 
shrinkage often cause puckering when 
you wash and dry the yarn or fabric. ❖

I n t e r w e a v e  K n i t s

offers three special benefits 
when you subscribe!

1 Every subscriber receives 
two free subscriber-only 
newsletters every year. Called 

Knits News, the newsletter features 
projects by staff and readers, knit­
ting tips, book reviews, a calendar, 
notice of Interweave trunk shows, 
vintage patterns, and lots of your 
news about knitting.

Every subscriber automatically 
receives a listing for Sage Books 
with every issue. Sage is a no- 

dues, no-obligation club that offers 
discounts on books about knitting 
and associated subjects. There’s no 
entry fee for Sage, no stipulations. 
You will never be sent a book you

haven’t ordered. Membership is 
purely complimentary.

U ntil June 1, 1997, everyone 
who takes out or renews a 
subscription to Interweave 

Knits will have the opportunity 
to win a free signed copy of Alice 
Starmore’s important new book, 
Aran Knitting. Ten names will 
be selected at random from the 
orders for new subscriptions and 
renewals.

A one-year U.S. subscription to 
Interweave Knits is $24-00 Call 800- 
645-3675, Dept. A-KC, or send 
back the bound-in order form.

And now, for spinners, 
Knits provides wraps per 

inch for project yarns.

= g ij5 )  In terw ea v e  P r e s s
" jT j l  201 East Fourth Street, Dept. A-KC

Loveland, Colorado 80537-5655
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THE RIO GRANDE* WHEEL
Combined Speed &  Versality That Is Unmatched!

- k ■L
■ -1 -r

Send $3 for color catalog 
or

Send $ 25*  plus $ 2 .5 0  postage 
for catalog &  video (75 min.)

SEE FOR YOURSELF W HAT THIS 
UNIQUE WHEEL CAN DO.

(*Will be applied to purchase ot Wheel.)

NEW!: Electric Spinner/Bobbin Winder

! k  R IO  G R A N D E
I j / “  W E A V E R S  S U P P L Y

8 0 0 .7 6 5 .1 2 7 2  5 0 5 .7 5 8 .0 4 3 3
216B Pueblo Norte, Taos, New Mexico 87571

WBSSSB Available in July!

*J"lie wolf 
at the dis at rne aoon

fu t her on Ljour sweater with 

F  nclianted \C nittingi

ENCHANTED
c^ K n it t in g
Oortcd Mohfj 'or Hirafl.rw: KWrinr A

8 x  10, paperbound,

96 pages, color photos and  

b&iu charts. #680- $ 1 9.95

uthentic  ancient motifs— 
from  n a tu ra l an im als to 
mythological and imperial 

figures—are the basis for the charted 
designs in this new book by Catherine 
C artw right-Jones an d  Roy Jo n es . 
H ere  y o u ’ll find  p a tte rn s  based  on 
the  a n c ie n t R om anian  beast-m an 
Silvanus, figures in th e  P a leo lith ic  

caves o f E u rope, and  tattoos from  the  fam ous Pazyryk 
wom an o f central Asia. China, Mexico, and  Nigeria are 
am ong the many o th er sources in Enchanted Knitting.

Every design in the collection includes a discussion of 
the original m otif in its historical context, plus knitting  
charts. T h e re  are  also pho tos o f co m p le ted  g arm en ts  
incorporating  the motifs.

For really fantastic designs, tu rn  to Enchanted Knitting.

To reserve your copy of Enchanted Knitting ($19.95 plus s&h), 
call Unicorn Books and Crafts at 800-289-9276, Dept. IWPS.
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V r e s e i s  L i m i t e d
M a h o g a n y  C o l o r g a n i c ® ^  

F o x F i b r e 9 S l i v e r  a n d  
H a n d  P i c k e d  L i n t  f r o m  

S p e c i a l  P l a n t s  i n  t h e  
B r e e d i n g  p r o g r a m  - a l l  

O r g a n i c a l l y  G r o w n  

FO X F I B R F :
For samples of sliver 

and yarn, send $4.00. 
For FoxFibre® fabric 

samples, send $6.00.
<>
colorganic"

V reseis  L im ited  

P .O . B ox  87 - S O  

W ick e n b u rg , A rizo n a  

85358-0087

ovingr
If  you’re planning a move, don t 
forget to take along your Spin-Off 
subscription.

Send your old and new address, along with the
customer number that appears on
your mailing label, to: ^

Spin■ O ff Change of Address of time for the change
201 East Fourth Street to take effect.
Loveland, CO 80537-5655

Quail Hill Carding Co.
CARDING...
• fine fibers
• fiber blends
• exotics
• color blends
• thrums
• long fibers
• plain wools

SELLING...
• natural 

colored wool
• wool blends
• dyed color 

blended 
mohair

Free Price List
Samples $4.00

Let us card 
you up a cloud!
Georgia & Ron 

Mommaerts
RR3, Box 186A 
Yuba, WI 54634

608-528-4640

2)xuai 3 t!
Handmade socks are hot. Making them is 
easier with Darn It! Simply turn garment 
inside out, insert Darn It!, and you ’11 have 
a firm  surface to weave yarn ends, 
without worrying about catching 
threads on the back side. Use the 
large end fo r  socks. Turn it over / y 
and the handle is perfect fo r  
glove fingers! Solid hard s  
wood, hand made one 
at a time.. .just 
like your /  &  
socks.

$8.95 plus 
$2.50 S/H. 

(CA residents 
add sales tax) 

Send check or money order to:

S p a re  T im e  D es ig n s
'  15397  Flying Cloud Road 
Grass Valley, CA 95945  

(916) 477-1508  
fa x  (916) 272-6555

D ealer inqu iries invited!

DUNCAN FIBER ENTERPRISES
21740 S.E. EDWARD DRIVE, CLACKAMAS, OR 97015-8754 PHONE (503) 658-4066 

DICK AND JOANE DUNCAN

MANUFACTURERS OF FINE CARDING MACHINES 
HAND OPERATED AND MOTORIZED, 8- AND 16-INCH WIDE MODELS

INVENTORS OF THE DUNCAN FINE FIBER BRUSH
U.S. PATENT 5.333.357 . . .  CANADA PATENT PENDING

JUDGED BEST BY THE TOUGHEST T E S T . . .  CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 
PLEASE CALL OR WRITE FOR INFORMATION ON OUR CARDERS 

AND OTHER PRODUCTS

General Bailey
Homestead Farm

340 Spier Falls Road* G reenfie ld Center, NY 12833-2005 

(518) 893-2015

Featuring top quality products at 
reasonable prices. Prompt, professional 
service. Supplies fo r  spinning, 
knitting, felting and hooking.

• Wheels • Needles • Buttons • Clasps
• Books • Patterns • Videos • Magazines
• Dyes • Gifts • Yarn • Jewelry
• Breed Specific Rovings • Exotics

Try our new super size 133A" x 18" Knitters 
Graph paper—20 sheets for $8.50 postpaid.

Free shipping on orders over $100.
Catalog $2.00 -  refundable.

V I S A  •  M A S T E R C A R D  • D I S C O V E R
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Fair Isle Favorite
by Darryl A. Russell

AS I STARTED to think 
about a new project, I went 
through my stash of yarn 

and dye experiments—those 1- and 
2-ounce skeins spun for previous 
projects that may or may not have 
worked out. I discovered I had bas­
kets full. There were even more 
baskets full of leftover yarns. In the 
midst of this bounty, I decided to 
make a "leftover sweater," using as 
many of these yarns as I could.

I started by separating all the 
colors, then thought I would stick 
with the reds, greens, dark blues, 
browns, and tans. The yarns were 
of different weights, so I doubled 
the thinner ones. Most of the fiber 
was wool, although I found some 
wool/mohair and wool/silk blends, 
along with a bit of alpaca.

Next, I needed a pattern. In­
spired by Deb Menz's vest in an 
issue of Spin-Off (Winter 1990, 
pages 42-45), I thought that an easy 
sequence of Fair Isle repeats would 
suit my plan. Instead of drafting the 
pattern ahead of time, as I normally 
would, I decided it might be fun to 
make things up as I went.

Using Priscilla Gibson-Roberts'
Knitting in the Old Way for tech­
niques, I cast on the appropriate number of 
stitches for the size I wanted and worked 
completely in the round. I tried not to re­
peat any pattern or color sequences in the 
body of the sweater, although I did repeat 
the body designs on the sleeves, for conti­
nuity.

The finished sweater looks bulky, but it 
is very comfortable to wear—not at all 
heavy, and with a very good drape. My 
different weights of yarns worked very 
well together, in large part because the 
variations were scattered throughout the

I can honestly say I was surprised by the 
outcome. This may be my favorite sweater 
ever. My thirteen-year-old daughter and 
her sister began immediately to fight over 
who gets the sweater when Mom tires of 
it; but they have a very long wait. ❖

When Darryl Russell m oved to Gurnee, 
Illinois, she found no local yarn shop. As a 
weaver, this m attered to her, so she taught 
herself to spin to feed  her loom. Then she 
taught herself to knit. Now she finds much 
delight in teaching these skills to others.

focelyn Russell hopes her 
m other gets tired o f this 
sweater soon. So does her 
sister.

g arm en t.
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Reflections of a Wheel:
A  “ left-handed” A shford

by Alden Amos

SPINNERS have recently demonstrat­
ed interest in "left-handed" spinning 
wheels. About twenty years ago there 

was also a sudden and remarkable preoccu­
pation with "left-handed" wheels, even by 
people who were not of the southpaw per­
suasion.

Right? left? center?
Before going further in this discussion, we 
need to define a "left-handed" wheel. In 
general, if you sit in spinning position with 
the drive wheel to your right and the 
flyer/bobbin array to your left, the wheel is 
a "right-handed" wheel. This is the typical 
arrangement of the classical Saxon or 
Norsk wheel. Great wheels (and deriva­
tives) are traditionally arranged with the 
drive wheel to the spinner's right and the 
spindle mechanism to the far left. Where 
symmetrical and semi-symmetrical trea­
dled uprights are concerned (Clemes kit 
wheel, Thumbelina, Schacht, Columbine, 
Fricke, Lendrum, Louet, Dundas, Ashford 
Joy, and so forth), there is no significant

Standard-issue 
(right-handed)

Ashford Traditional

"right"- or "left"-handedness involved.
It should be noted that almost all con­

trol adjustments (drive-cord tensioning, 
scotch tension) tend to favor the right­
hander. Treadle placements and shapes 
follow suit; they are most often right- 
handed (Haldane "Orkney," single-treadle 
Lendrum, single-treadle Schacht, and 
others), although many makers now offer a 
double-crank, double-treadle arrangement.

Obviously, some wheel designs will 
confound all casual attempts to categorize 
them as right- or left-handed. If it is impor­
tant to do so (because you wish to win an 
argument or wager), then proceed as fol­
lows. Suspend a plumb bob from a conve­
nient ceiling hook, then center the wheel 
below it. Stand or seat yourself in the ap­
propriate spinning position for that partic­
ular wheel. Observe the plumb line. If the 
plumb line bisects the flyer/spindle shaft 
and the wheel axle, then the wheel is nei­
ther right- nor left-handed. If the plumb 
line falls between the center of the wheel 
and the center of the flyer/spindle array, 
then the wheel is right- or left-handed. If 
the flyer/spindle array is to the left of the 
plumb line, the wheel is right-handed, and 
vice versa.

Back to real life. If a wheel requires 
plumb lines to determine handedness, the 
degree of right-ness or left-ness is not sig­
nificant from the spinning point of view. 
Agreed, it may be a moral issue.

Okay. Simply stated, a left-handed 
wheel is one that is the opposite of the 
right-handed wheel; that is, a mirror 
image. The drive wheel is to your left, and 
the flyer/bobbin array is to your right.

So much for trivia. Our real purpose 
here is to address several aspects of hand- 
spinning in la m ode sinistre.

1. Are left-handed wheels worthwhile?
2. Where can a handspinner snag a suit­

able wheel?

I IS IP
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W orthwhile idea?
Item Number One has been investigated 
for a number of years. During '76 and '77 
we set up some treadled wheels as left­
handers, and scattered them in strategic 
locations, such as at the College Avenue 
(Oakland, California) Straw-into-Gold 
store. We lured customers into trying these 
wheels out by saying they had been fitted 
with a new "speed-kit," or that we needed 
input concerning some outrageous fiber 
preparation (there were plenty of those), or 
some other pretext. We got no earth-shak- 
ing reactions to our ploy: about 1 out of 3 
users (including several southpaws) didn't 
notice the "left-handedness" until it was 
pointed out to them.

We carried our inquiry a step further, 
and tried stuff out on spinning classes. 
Then we went afield and had Important 
Personages give us their opinions on the 
matter.

Results? Inconclusive. Southpaws state: 
"Yes, it makes a difference." "No, not 
much of a difference." "I don't notice 
much difference." And, "Wow, it really 
makes a big difference."

Northpaws state: "Yes, it makes a dif­
ference." "No, not much of a difference."
"I don't notice much difference." And, 
"Wow, it really makes a big difference."

No significant information was gained 
as a result of the left-handed treadle wheel 
experiments, unless the lack of strong sen­
timent was or is significant. No one 
seemed to care much, one way or the 
other, after using a left-handed wheel. This 
non-excitement continued until the con­
cept lost its novelty status completely.

Then we set up a great wheel (wool 
wheel) as a left-hander, fitted out volun­
teers with pedometers, and had them spin 
miles and miles of yarn.1 The great wheel 
experiments were another matter—a real 
eye-opener.

Most people who tried a left-handed 
great wheel, including the several obliga­
tory southpaws, commented that it "felt" 
or "seemed" better when set up in right- 
handed mode (about forty-four out of sixty).

1 FYI: Distance walked per yard of yarn produced 
depends almost entirely on operator procedure, 
and it varies wildly. A fast (productive) and ex­
perienced spinner hits a ratio of 2-to -l, or better. 
That is, 2 length units (inches, yards, furlongs, 
miles) of yarn for each length unit (inch, yard, 
furlong, mile) of foot-travel.

You would imagine that the left-handed 
person should prefer the right-handed great 
wheel, which allows them to draft with 
their "m aster" hand, while using the off- 
paw to turn the wheel.

The results are doubly interesting when 
you consider that a right-handed person 
who normally drafts with the right hand 
has to draft left-handed when operating a 
right-handed ("normal") great wheel. So 
what about the right-handers? Why do the 
right-handers prefer a set-up that forces 
them to draft with their off-paw? That 
makes them use their master hand to turn 
the wheel?

(As an aside, the same sort of question 
is asked by aspiring stringed instrument 
players.)

Perhaps the answer lies in nothing more 
than tradition, or mind-set. Rather like 
countries where you drive on the right side 
of the road as opposed to those where you 
drive on the left side. Both seem to work. 
Still, more study on the matter seems in 
order.

Now, there is no doubt that left-handers 
have to put up with a lot of casual, gratu­
itous abuse from the callous, right-handed 
majority. Symmetrical uprights aside, 
there is no particular reason why a manu­
facturer doesn't offer a true left-handed 
wheel, other than standardization, fear of 
change, cost accounting, or the fact that 
his hole-boring jig cannot bear the excite­
ment. If you are a lefty, and having a lefty 
wheel makes you happy, then that is rea­
son enough to have left-handed wheels.

M odified 
(left-handed) 
Ashford Traditional
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Obtaining the item
So, what about Item Number Two? What 
to do? Simple. Convert an existing wheel. 
And if you do it yourself, there is no reason 
why you should have to settle for anything 
less than the genuine article—a true-blue, 
left-handed spinning wheel.

It's not as hard as you think. Without 
further ado, here's how to make over a 
proven performer: the world's most ubiqui­
tous wheel. We're talking about the Ash­
burton Adventure, the South Isle Wonder 
Wheel, the Kiwi-land Kitset, the Dodo- 
burg Doodlebug, the one, the only, the 
world-famous Ashford Traditional.

We selected the Ashford Traditional for 
various reasons:

1. There are plenty of them around.
2. They are cheap, both used and new.
3. Spare parts are readily available.
4. They work—no ifs, ands, or buts.
5. They are easy to convert.
6. They are easy to unconvert.
7. If you mess one up, who cares?

The job

footman from the treadle plate and the 
crank. Unship the wheel. To do this, you 
will have to remove the hub pin. It will ei­
ther punch out (newer styles) or pull out 
(older style). Back, wiggle, and curse the 
crank out, and set the wheel and crank 
aside.

Step 4. Using the long 3/8" bit, carefully 
slide it through the wheel post bearings, 
and bore the blank side clear through. Back 
up the boring job with a scrap block. Re­
move the drill, and clean out all the chips, 
dust, and debris. Smooth up the exit hole, 
and touch up the finish as required. Try 
the crank from the new side. Touch up the 
fit with the round file.

Note: an alternate method of working 
Step 4 is to remove both of the wheel post 
bearings, and drill through the post with a 
long 5/8" bit. Be sure and back up the bore 
hole with a scrap block. Clean out the 
chips, re-install the bearings, check crank 
fit, and press on to Step 5.

Step 5. Remove the mother-of-all and 
lay it aside. Loosen the front leg slightly, 
and remove the treadle. Tighten the front 
leg. Remove the treadle plate (most are 
held by four little screws; newer ones are 
stapled). Turn the treadle bars over, as a 
unit. Reposition the treadle plate, at the 
same place as before, except now on the 
other side of the bars. Fasten in place. You 
will need to come up with your own fas­
teners if you pulled out staples (#6 x 3/4 
flathead wood screws are about right).

Step 6. Now we get to the only tricky 
parts, and they're not big deals. Turn the 
entire mainframe around, so that you are 
facing it in the new and glorious left-hand­
ed mode. That is, the old axle hole and 
wheel posts are to your left, and the single 
front leg is to your right. Lay the converted 
treadle assembly more or less in position, 
with the open end of its V to your left, and 
the point of its V to your right.

Step 7. Using the 1/4" drill bit, carefully 
bore the new treadle-pin holes at the same 
elevation as the old ones, but with the new 
angle that is, parallel to the correctly po­
sitioned treadle bar and pins. There will 
now be two holes in the "front" leg, and 
one hole in each of the "rear" legs.

Step 8. Loosen the front leg again and 
re-install the treadle assembly, this time in 
the left-hand position. Tighten the front 
leg, and check to see that the treadle 
moves without binding or interference. 
Adjust clearances as required with the 1/4"
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Step 1. Score an Ashford Traditional wheel, 
m good working order, the single-drive, 
flyer-lead configuration.

Step 2. Line up the tools and stuff. You 
need an electric or hand drill, three drill 
bits (a long 3/8", a 1/4" and a 3/32"), a 
medium-sized plain (flat) screwdriver, a 
small or medium Phillips screwdriver, a 

pair of needle-nose pliers, a 
sharp pocketknife or craft 

knife, a little bit of 
abrasive paper, a 3/8" 

and a 1/4" round file or 
rasp, some Danish oil or 
other appropriate mate­

rial to match the wheel 
finish, a block of scrap 
wood, a 3" (7.5 cm) or larg­
er C-clamp, and these in­

structions. For newer 
Ashfords, you will 
need the Allen (hex) 
wrench that fits the 

assembly bolts.
Step 3. Remove the 

O-ring retainer (on 
older wheels, the 

cotter key) from 
the crank. Re­
move the

Step 4: Drill through blank  
side o f wheel support.



Step 10: Loosen the screw  and rotate the bearing on 
the front m aiden so it faces the other direction.

Step 10, note: If the bearing on the rear m aiden is 
slotted, reposition it so the bearing faces the oppo­
site direction but the slot still opens upward.

drill and/or the file. Put a little grease on 
the pivot pins before final assembly.

Step 9. Re-install the wheel in the new 
left-handed position. Oil the axle, slide it 
into place, and install the hub pin. Con­
nect the footman to treadle and crank.
Give it a test treadle session. Adjust the 
various fits if and as required.

Now you need to re-work the mother- 
of-all (MOA). Bear in mind that what fol­
lows applies only  to the standard single­
drive, flyer-lead system. You don't have to 
do a thing to the flyer or the bobbins, but 
you do have to "mirrorize" the flyer sup­
port bearings and the maidens, and you 
will have to re-position the hinge plate and 
bar assembly.

Step 10. Start with the flyer support 
bearings and maidens. Remove the maid­
ens from the MOA bar. Select the "front" 
maiden and bearing; this is the larger of 
the two bearings. Unscrew the bearing 
screw (newer ones may be stapled), remove 
the bearing, and re-install it pointing the 
opposite way. An exact fit is not necessary; 
a close approximation is fine. Repeat the 
process with the rear (smaller) bearing and 
its maiden.

Note: Current Ashford practice is to fur­
nish slotted bearings for the rear. You can­
not turn them over, because the flyer will 
drop out of place. So turn them around. 
This results in less "float," or end-to-end 
clearance of the bobbin, but to date has not 
posed a functional problem.

Another Note: If staples were used to 
hold the bearings in place, discard the sta­
ples. Replace them with #6 x 1/2 flat-head 
wood screws, one per bearing. Drill pilot 
holes and countersink gently.

Step 11. Remove the screws holding the

hinge plates to the MOA bar. Set the hinge 
plates aside, still attached to the plywood 
positioning plate. Remove the drive-cord 
tension screw (bolt and knob) and the 
scotch-tension knob. Now turn the MOA 
bar over, upside-down and end-for-end, as 
it were. Screw the drive-cord tension bolt 
into the nut, and pry the nut out of place. 
Remove the nut, put the bolt through the 
MOA bar, and install the nut on the other 
side of the bar. Using the tension bolt as a 
centering device, mash or press the nut 
down into the MOA bar's surface. Install 
the front (orifice-bearing) maiden in its 
original hole, only now on the "wrong" 
(mirror-image) side. Re-install the rear 
maiden and the flyer/bobbin array.

Step 12. Using your calibrated eyeballs, 
line up the flyer whorl grooves with the 
drive wheel. Establish a new location for 
the hinges and positioning plate. Re-install 
them. Realign everything, tighten every­
thing up, install a new drive cord, turn the 
scotch-tension screws over, touch up the 
finish.

Congratulations! You now have a left- 
handed wheel. Put it through its paces, and 
please forward your observations, sugges­
tions, comments and critique to the 
Spin ■ Off editorial staff.2 ❖

When h e ’s not bashing around with old  
Ashfords, Alden Amos m akes custom  
wheels and other essential but generally 
unfindable spinning equipm ent from a 
base o f operations in Jackson, California.
I f you ask him  a question, he w ill have an 
opinion and the data to back it up.

1 Who will not be able to answer your questions, 
but will forward them to The Source.

Copyright © 1996 Studio Gaustad
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Cat's Paw 

Shawl 

by Charlene Anderson-Shea 



T HIS SHAWL began life as two 
pounds of beautiful roving from 
Aussie Yarns in a color called "Fire 

Opal," which I purchased without a specif­
ic project in mind—just an admonition to 
myself to spin enough to make something 
major. I had been spinning for about four 
months, and all of my previous projects 
had been small items like scarves and 
socks. I wanted to challenge myself and to 
make something really exciting. (Not that 
you can't do exciting things with small 
projects; I just wanted to avoid that "knit 
faster so I don't run out of yarn" feeling in 
the pit of my stomach.)

The roving arrived in two large bumps.
I pulled off one-foot sections of roving, 
attenuated it to loosen it up and make it 
easier to draft, and took the opportunity to 
remove the few bits of straw and chaff that 
remained, along with any small blobs of 
unevenly blended color. I took sections 
alternately from the two bumps, so any 
slight color variations would be evenly 
blended throughout the yarn.

I wanted to make spinning as easy as 
possible and am glad I spent this time 
preparing the roving. I alternated preparing 
a basket of roving with spinning so I could 
have regular breaks from the wheel—very 
welcome, because I was working in the 
middle of a record-setting heat wave!

When I began, I wasn't sure what I 
wanted to make, so I let the yarn tell me 
how it should be spun. I got comfortable at 
the wheel, spun for about ten minutes, and 
then wrapped a small card with a few 
rounds of the singles. I kept this sample by 
my wheel for regular reference, but noticed 
that as I became more adept at spinning 
my yarn became increasingly finer. In the 
end, it was a challenge to match the grist I 
had begun with, but the reference card 
made it easy to check.

After spinning all but a few ounces of 
the fiber, I plied it into a balanced yarn and 
finished it by soaking it in warm water 
with Orvus paste, rinsing it, and hanging it 
to dry.

About then, I ran across a copy of 
Martha Waterman's Traditional Knitted 
and Lace Shawls, and decided to knit a 
shawl with all that lovely handspun yarn.
Surely with almost two pounds I could
knit a huge sh aw l th a t w ou ld  be great to  , ^  corrccted version of these instructions
snuggle u n d er on th e  sofa, as w ell as to  appears on pages 80-83 .

wear on chilly evenings. I chose the Cat's 
Paw pattern, and began knitting while on a 
trip.

As any lace knitter knows, while you 
are working the project looks like nothing 
so much as a balled-up wad of yarn, and 
this shawl was no exception. While strug­
gling through several errors in the pattern 
(a missing yarn-over; an inaccurate num­
ber of stitches), I kept knitting.11 finished 
the shawl and gleefully cast off, only to 
discover that my shawl was not square, 
and no amount of blocking would remedy 
the problem.

I cast on again, thinking I had misread 
the pattern, and began knitting very care­
fully. I counted every stitch, marked off 
rounds on an index card, and in general be­
came compulsive. Dozens of markers de­
lineated pattern areas. I kept knitting at 
SOAR (the Spin-Off Autumn Retreat) in 
North Carolina, and on the long flight 
home. I had been knitting on the shawl for 
seven weeks when I 
arrived home to find 
an errata sheet from 
the book's publisher.
No amount of my 
fussing could have 
produced a square 
shawl.

For the third time,
I took it off the nee­
dles. I began knitting 
on my own, charting 
out each round so it 
was perfect. I worked 
on size 9 (5.25-5.5 
mm) needles. I found 
it helpful to use bam­
boo needles for the 
center section, so the 
8 stitches have less 
tendency to slide 
around. Once a few 
rounds have been knitted, the process be­
comes much more manageable. Hang in 
there,- the worst is over quickly. After cast­
ing off, I soaked the fabric in warm water, 
spun out the excess moisture in my wash­
er, and blocked the shawl on a king-sized 
bed, holding it in shape with rustproof 
pins. ❖

Getting a square to com e out 
balanced presents a worth­
while knitting challenge. 
H ere’s Charlene Anderson- 
Shea’s version o f Martha 
W aterman’s “C at’s Paw 
Square, ” m odeled  by Kate 
Martin, w ho’s helped with a 
lot o f  Spin-Off’s photostyling.
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Cat's Paw 
Square
by Martha Waterman

The “C at’s Paw Square” in­
structions accompanying this 
article result from a com bina­
tion o f Martha W aterman’s 
original concept, Charlene 
Anderson-Shea’s tip-of-the- 
needles clarifications, and 
the Interweave staff’s editori­
al review  (which also resulted 
in the chart). The Summer 
issue o f  Spin-Off w ill contain 
a thorough guide to analyzing 
lace  patterns before they 
cause problems.

From Martha Waterman, 
Traditional Knitted and Lace 
Shawls, Saint Paul, Minne­
sota: Dos Tejedoras, 1993. 
Revised instructions © 1997 
Interweave Press.

qzis

Knitted in the round. Reminders: m l = 
add a stitch by making a backward loop 
over right needle; dbl dec = si 1, k2tog, 
psso. For abbreviations, see page 82. 
Gauge: Variable,- approximately 5 sts/inch 
(2.5/cm).

Rnd 1: Cast 2 sts onto each of 4 dpns; knit 
with 5th needle. K around (8 sts).

Rnd 2: *K1, m l, repeat from * (16 sts). 
Rnd 3: K.
Rnd 4: *K2, yo, repeat from * (24 sts).
Rnd 5: K. Mark the beginning and end of 

round with a safety pin.
Rnd 6: *K2, yo, lc4, yo, repeat from * (32 

sts).
Rnds 1, 9, 11, 13, IS: K.
Rnd 8: *K2, yo, k6, yo, repeat from * (40 

sts).

a s 1 0 / 0 E o p  o

Chart shows one 
quarter o f shawl.
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A sll, k2tog, psso
/ l<2tog
\ k2togb
O yarn over
M m ake 1

Sections o f chart
overlap here

Rnd 10: *K2, yo, k8, yo, repeat from * (48 
sts).

Rnd 12: *K2, yo, klO, yo, repeat from * (56 
sts).

Rnd 14: *K2, yo, k l2 , yo, repeat from * (64 
sts).

Begin Cat’s Paw pattern.
Rnd 16: *K2, yo, (kl, k2tog, yo, k l, yo, 

k2togb, kl) 2X, yo, repeat from * (72 
sts).

Rnds 17,19, 21: K.
Rnd 18: *K2, yo, k l, (k2tog, yo, k3, yo, 

k2togb) 2X, k l, yo, repeat from * (80 
sts).

Rnd 20: *K2, yo, k2, (k2, yo, dbl dcr, yo, 
k2) 2X, k2, yo, repeat from * (88 sts).

One repeat of pattern completed. On this
round, or shortly thereafter, you can
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probably  transfer the shaw l to a 24" (60- 
cm) circular needle. Be sure to add a ring 
m arker or yarn loop between the first and  
last sts o f the rnd.
Rnd 22: *K2, yo, k3, (kl, k2tog, yo, k l, yo, 

k2togb, k l) 2X, k3, yo, repeat from * (96 
sts).

Rnds 23, 25, 27: K.
Rnd 24: *K2, yo, lc4, (l<2tog, yo, k3, yo, 

l<2togb) 2X, k4, yo, repeat from * (104 
sts).

Rnd 26: *K2, yo, k5, (k2, yo, dbl dcr, yo,
1<2) 2X, k5, yo, repeat from * (112 sts). 

Two repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 28: *K2, yo, k6, (kl, k2tog, yo, k l, yo, 

k2togb, k l) 2X, k6, yo, repeat from *
(120 sts).

Rnds 29,31, 33: K.
Rnd 30: *K2, yo, k7, (k2tog, yo, k3, yo, 

k2togb) 2X, k7, yo, repeat from * (128 
sts).

Rnd 32: *K2, yo, k8, (k2, yo, dbl dec, yo, 
k2) 2X, k8, yo, repeat from * (136 sts). 

Three repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 34: *K2, yo, 1<2, (kl, k2tog, yo, k l, yo, 

k2togb, k 1) 4X, k2, yo, repeat from *
(144 sts).

Rnds 35, 37, 39: K.
Rnd 36: *K2, yo, k3, (k2tog, yo, k3, yo, 

k2togb) 4X, lc3, yo, repeat from * (152 
sts).

Rnd 38: *K2, yo, k4, (k2, yo, dbl dcr, yo, 
k2) 4X, lc4, yo, repeat from * (160 sts). 

Four repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 40: *K2, yo, k5, (kl, k2tog, yo, k l, yo, 

k2togb, k l) 4X, k5, yo, repeat from *
(168 sts).

Rnds 41, 43, 45: K.
Rnd 42: *K2, yo, k6, (k2tog, yo, k3, yo, 

k2togb) 4X, k6, yo, repeat from * (176 
sts).

Rnd 44: *K2, yo, k7, (k2, yo, dbl dcr, yo, 
k2) 4X, k7, yo, repeat from * (184 sts). 

Five repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 46: *K2, yo, k l, (kl, k2tog, yo, k l, yo, 

k2togb, k l) 6X, k l, yo, repeat from *
(192 sts).

Rnds 47, 49, 51: K.
Rnd 48: *K2, yo, k2, (k2tog, yo, k3, yo, 

k2togb) 6X, k2, yo, repeat from * (200 
sts).

Rnd 50: *K2, yo, k3, (lc2, yo, dbl dcr, yo, 
k2) 6X, k3, yo, repeat from * (208 sts).

Six repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 52: *K2, yo, k4, (kl, k2tog, yo, k l, yo,

k2togb, k l) 6X, k4, yo, repeat from * 
(216 sts).

Rnds 53, 55, 57: K.
Rnd 54: *K2, yo, k5, (k2tog, yo, k3, yo, 

k2togb) 6X, k5, yo, repeat from * (224 
sts).

Rnd 56: *K2, yo, k6, (k2, yo, dbl dcr, yo, 
k2) 6X, k6, yo, repeat from * (232 sts).

Seven repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 58: *K2, yo, (kl, l<2tog, yo, k l, yo, 

k2togb, k l) 8X, yo, repeat from * (240 
sts).

Rnds 59, 61, 63: K.
Rnd 60: *K2, yo, k l, (k2tog, yo, 1<3, yo, 

k2togb) 8X, k l, yo, repeat from * (248 
sts).

Rnd 62: *K2, yo, k2, (k2, yo, dbl dcr, yo, 
k2) 8X, lc2, yo, repeat from * (256 sts).

Eight repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 64: *K2, yo, k3, (kl, k2tog, yo, k l, yo, 

l<2togb, k l) 8X, k3, yo, repeat from * 
(264 sts).

Rnds 65, 67, 69: K.
Rnd 66: *K2, yo, 1<4, (k2tog, yo, k3, yo, 

k2togb) 8X, 1<4, yo, repeat from * (272 
sts).

Rnd 68: *K2, yo, k5, (k2, yo, dbl dcr, yo, 
k2) 8X, k5, yo, repeat from * (280 sts).

Nine repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 70: *K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k l, yo, k2togb, 

k l, (kl, k2tog, yo, k l, yo, k2togb, kl) 
8X, k l, k2tog, yo, k l, yo, k2togb, yo, re­
peat from * (288 sts).

Rnds 71, 73, 75: K.
Rnd 72: *K2, yo, (k2tog, yo, k3, yo, k2togb) 

10X, yo, repeat from * (296 sts).
Rnd 74: *K2, yo, k l, (1<2, yo, dbl dcr, yo, 

k2) 10X, k l, yo, repeat from * (304 sts).
Ten repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 76: *K2, yo, k2, (kl, k2tog, yo, k l, yo, 

k2togb, k l) 10X, k2, yo, repeat from * 
(312 sts).

Rnds 77, 79, 81: K.
Rnd 78: *K2, yo, k3, (k2tog, yo, k3, yo, 

k2togb) 10X, k3, yo, repeat from * (320 
sts).

Rnd 80: *K2, yo, k4, (k2, yo, dbl dcr, yo, 
k2) 10X, lc4, yo, repeat from * (328 sts).

Eleven repeats of pattern completed. Cat’s
Paw section completed. The transition be­
tween stitch-pattern sections consists o f 8
rnds, with increases as established.
Rnd 82: *K2, yo, k80, yo, repeat from *

(336 sts).
Rnds 83, 85, 87, 89: K.
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Rnd 84: *K2, yo, k82, yo, repeat from * 
(344 sts).

Rnd 86: *K2, yo, k84, yo, repeat from * 
(352 sts).

Rnd 88: *K2, yo, k86, yo, repeat from * 
(360 sts).

Begin Old Shale pattern. The first two 
rows o f this pattern are plain knit, with 
increases as established. I f you decide  
while working through the Old Shale re­
peats that your shaw l is becom ing large 
enough, after any plain-knit rnd you can 
skip to rnds 134 and 135 and finish the 
shawl.
Rnd 90: *K2, yo, k88, yo, repeat from * 

(368 sts).
Rnds 91, 93: K.
Rnd 92: *K2, yo, [(k2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 6X, 

(k2tog) 3X] 5X, yo, repeat from * (376 
sts).

One repeat of pattern completed.
Rnd 94: *K2, yo, k92, yo, repeat from * 

(384 sts).
Rnds 95, 97: K.
Rnd 96: *K2, yo, 1<2, [(k2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 

6X, (k2tog) 3X] 5X, k2, yo, repeat from * 
(392 sts).

Two repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 98: *K2, yo, k96, yo, repeat from * 

(400 sts).
Rnds 99, 101: K.
Rnd 100: *K2, yo, k4, [(k2tog) 3X, (yo, kl) 

6X, (k2tog) 3X] 5X, 1<4, yo, repeat from * 
(408 sts).

Three repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 102: *K2, yo, klOO, yo, repeat from * 

(416 sts).
Rnds 103, 105: K.
Rnd 104: *K2, yo, k6, [(k2tog) 3X, (yo, kl) 

6X, (k2tog) 3X] 5X, k6, yo, repeat from * 
(424 sts).

Four repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 106: *K2, yo, k l04, yo, repeat from * 

(432 sts).
Rnds 107, 109: K.
Rnd 108: *K2, yo, k8, [(k2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 

6X, (k2tog) 3X] 5X, k8, yo, repeat from * 
(440 sts).

Five repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 110: *K2, yo, k l08, yo, repeat from * 

(448 sts).
Rnds 111, 113: K.
Rnd 112: *K2, yo, k l, (yo, k l) 3X, (k2tog) 

3X, [(k2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 6X, (k2tog) 3X] 
5X, (l<2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 3X, k l, yo, re­

peat from * (456 sts).
Six repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 114: *K2, yo, k l l2 ,  yo, repeat from * 

(464 sts).
Rnds 115, 117: K.
Rnd 116: *K2, yo, k3, (yo, k l) 3X, (k2tog) 

3X, [(k2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 6X, (k2tog) 3X] 
5X, (k2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 3X, k3, yo, re­
peat from * (472 sts).

Seven repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 118: *K2, yo, k l l6 , yo, repeat from * 

(480 sts).
Rnds 119, 121: K.
Rnd 120: *K2, yo, k5, (yo, kl) 3X, (k2tog) 

3X, [(k2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 6X, (k2tog) 3X] 
5X, (k2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 3X, k5, yo, re­
peat from * (488 sts).

Eight repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 122: *K2, yo, k l20, yo, repeat from * 

(496 sts).
Rnds 123, 125: K.
Rnd 124: *K2, yo, k7, (yo, k l) 3X, (k2tog) 

3X, [(k2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 6X, (k2tog) 3X] 
5X, (k2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 3X, k7, yo, re­
peat from * (504 sts).

Nine repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 126: *K2, yo, k l24, yo, repeat from * 

(512 sts).
Rnds 127, 129: K.
Rnd 128: *K2, yo, [(k2tog) 3X, (yo, k l) 6X, 

(k2tog) 3X] 7X, yo, repeat from * (520 
sts).

Ten repeats of pattern completed.
Rnd 130: *K2, yo, k l28, yo, repeat from * 

(528 sts).
Rnds 131, 133: K.
Rnd 132: *K2, yo, k2, [(k2tog) 3X, (yo, kl) 

6X, (k2tog) 3X] 7X, 1<2, yo, repeat from * 
(536 sts).

Eleven repeats of pattern completed. If
shawl is large enough now, finish as fo l­
lows. I f not, proceed with Old Shale pat­
tern, adding repeats as necessary. To end, 
work rnds 134 and 135 after any plain 
knit rnd.
Rnd 134: *K2tog, yo, repeat from *.
Rnd 135 (last rnd): K.

Crochet-off edge: With supply yarn and 
crochet hook, pull up a loop between first 
and last sts of final round. *Ch 5, sc into 
first 2 sts on left needle, lifting them off; 
repeat from * until all sts are secured; then 
ch 5 and si st into first sc. Weave in all 
loose ends, and block finished shawl. »>

A B B R E V I A T I O N S

ch chain
dbl dec sll,  k2tog, psso
dpn(s) double-pointed

needles
k knit

k2tog knit 2 together
m make

P purl
psso pass slip stitch 

over
rnd(s) round(s)

sc single crochet
si slip

si st slip stitch
st(s) stitch(es)

X times
(2X = 2 times)

yo yarn over
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Developing color skills 

IN DYEING ON FIBER: 
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE TERRITORY 



developing color skills 
in dyeing on fiber: 

An introduction to the territory 

BY ERICA HEFTMANN 



COLOR is one of the m ost impor­
tant visual elements in art, yet for 
fiber artists it is often one of the 

least exploited and m ost poorly mastered 
factors in their craft.

As handspinners, we are enviable 
among fiber artists for the control we have 
over the types of yarn we have available 
for projects. With patience and diligence, 
we breed and cultivate our fiber sources. 
We collect, even build, special equipment. 
We research and train. We engineer precise 
yarn structures. We sort, clean, pick, tease, 
comb, card, spin, ply, skein, and block. 
From inception to completion, our projects 
typically take m onths of preparation and 
m eticulous handwork. Yet, after carefully 
coaxing so many elements to yield to our 
will, we often relinquish creative control 
at the threshold of one of the m ost vital 
and enjoyable expressions of the completed 
project: color.

To develop color skills beyond an un­
derstanding of theory, one needs to have 
experience using colors. My starting point 
to gaining this experience was an idea bor­
rowed from gourmet cooking. Having an 
excellent choice of high-quality ingredi­
ents can make a talented chef out of nearly 
anyone. However, if the ingredients are in ­
ferior or any of them  are missing, no 
amount of skilled preparation can make a 
fine meal.

Imagine that you have the skeins of 
yarn in the picture on pages 84-85. You 
couldn't fail to create something that 
would rank with the designs of the great

If you dye several different fibers 
with a single color mix, you will get a 
different color outcome on each fiber.

color masters. But if you don't have the 
time, space, and resources of a professional 
designer, some of whom have their yarns 
specially milled for them, how can you ac­
quire such a palette?

While I was contemplating writing this 
article, my husband bought me the hand- 
painted fabrics shown in the background of 
the photo. We decided to use them  for 
sheets; I would also knit a blanket to

match. The colors would have to be cus­
tom dyed. I could never find an appropriate 
commercially dyed array, all in the same 
weight and fiber.

I picked out thirty-one of the fabric's 
colors to reproduce. In two hours total— 
from setting up to cleaning up—I can si­
m ultaneously dye twenty-four different 
colors by using the "double-boiler" 
m ethod of placing yarn or fiber in glass 
bottles, in tu rn  nestled in roasting pans of 
water on the stovetop. W ithin four hours, I 
had dyed precisely—and all of—the colors I 
wanted, plus the colors that m atch the lac­
quered egg on page 88. The yarn dried 
overnight and I could start swatching for 
knitting the day after m y husband gave me 
the fabric.

The Dark Ages
It used to be that I liked the projects I saw 
in books and magazines more than I liked 
anything I could make or imagine making. I 
did a lot of spinning and knitting over the 
years, but my color skills remained unde­
veloped. I felt lim ited by the choice of pack­
aged, premixed dye colors, and mixing my 
own colors was usually a costly disappoint­
ment. I produced lots of maroon, no matter 
what I aimed for. Occasionally I got colors I 
liked, but I could never make them  again.

Like many handspinners, I ended up in 
a color rut, using my favorite, tried-and- 
true premixed dyes and commercially dyed 
top. I space-dyed and hand-painted to get a 
range of colors, and I tried blending tricks 
to alter dye disappointm ents. I "reverse- 
planned" my projects around w hat the dye 
gods did to my fiber, instead of creating the 
colors I had in mind. To supplem ent what I 
could dye and blend, I collected sample 
cards from commercial yarn companies. It 
was frustrating for me, a handspinner, to 
buy commercially spun yarns just for their 
colors.

Even choosing among several hundred 
colors turned out to be a restriction when I 
was designing. That sounds like a lot of 
colors, but it doesn't include m uch of a 
range in any single family of hues, even if 
you ignore the vexing differences of yarn 
gauges and fiber content. A wide selection 
of yellows, for example, is impossible to 
find. When, in my own dyeing, I began to 
explore the potential of yellow, I realized 
that the probable reason m ost pale-skinned 
people claim they look ugly in this color is
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because they haven't seen the fabulous yel­
lows industry doesn't offer. As for the hues 
industry does offer in  greater variety, those 
were the ones I'd tired of in my color rut, 
colors like dusty pink and mauve.

I needed to be able to create—pre­
dictably, quickly, easily, safely, and eco­
nomically—the precise color I needed in 
the exact quantity  I wanted on the fiber I 
had in mind.

For m ost artists, mixing color according 
to theory is straightforward. Painters com­
bine paints from tubes w ith confidence 
about the outcome; the color of paint does 
not change when the brush applies it to 
the canvas.

But fiber artists soon discover that what 
we see in the dye plant, dye powder, or 
dyepot is not w hat we get on the fiber.

Color recipes for paints and inks are 
easy to find, but they do not translate into 
dye colors. Color recipes for one type of 
dye do not work w ith other classes of 
dyes—or even other brands of dyes of the 
same class. A single dye will not produce 
the same color on two different wools in 
the same pot, m uch less on two different 
types of fiber. Seemingly identical dye runs 
with the same fiber and dye, even under 
strict laboratory controls, do not yield the 
same color. We face a series of roadblocks. 
Serious roadblocks.

But I have a handspinner's approach to 
difficult long-term projects. I researched, 
planned, bought supplies, and then paced 
myself for however long it would take to 
make my own library of dye recipes and 
color samples. No more wool sacrifices to 
the dye gods!

I discovered in dyeing an art so reward­
ing that it now often serves as an end in i t ­
self. As in handspinning, each step of the 
process is exciting. Now when I design, I 
understand the relationships among colors 
on a more intim ate level because I under­
stand more about the derivation of those 
colors.

What began as a task to acquire colored 
wool (to use in design experiments to 
teach myself about color) became a great 
tutorial in itself.

Getting started
1 began my experiments w ith one class of 
dyes on one type of fiber. In each test, I 
used exactly the same procedures along 
with strict m easurem ents of all non-dye

ingredients, varying only the dye propor­
tions. By doing this, I was able to isolate 
observations about dye behavior. Once I 
gained insight into color outcome w ith 
these dyes, I had a standard of expectations 
against which to evaluate the effects I 
could produce by altering chemicals, 
processes, classes of dyes, and fibers.

Color outcomes can only be roughly 
predicted. I made a testing plan according 
to these predictions using the triads de­
scribed below. The only way I could get 
precise knowledge of color results was by 
running dyebaths.

When I was selecting my basic mixing 
colors, I tested for undertones.

When mixing dye colors, what you see 
in powder or dilution is not what you get 
on the fiber. As the fiber goes through the 
dye cycle, it typically changes color at vari­
ous points, as the component colors of the 
mix strike (bond with the fiber) in succes­
sion. Colors not only strike successively as 
fiber is processed, their behavior differs de­
pending on which other colors they are 
sharing the pot with.

If you dye several different fibers w ith a 
single color mix, you will get a different 
color outcome on each fiber, because the 
component colors have varying affinities 
for different substrates. Process two differ­
ent fibers in the same dyepot and you will 
achieve different colors on each fiber than 
would be produced if the fibers were run 
separately: component colors that affix 
more easily to one fiber are robbed from 
the other fiber when they share a dyepot.

As dyed fiber dries, it goes through a 
final color transformation, lightening in its 
apparent value.

When you mix colors, don't assume 
that just because they all belong to the 
same class of dyes they will all behave the 
same way chemically. Perhaps w ithout re­
alizing it, you have already observed the 
different behaviors of dyes of the same 
class when you have seen dyed goods or 
hair color fade to a different hue or chro­
ma, rather than to a lighter tin t of the orig­
inal color. This differential fading results
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As a bonus from her dyeing 
session to match the fabric 
on pages 84-85, Erica filled 
the extra jars with dye 
combinations to produce 
the palette found on this 
hand-painted, wooden, 
egg-shaped box.

from the difference in the chemical na­
tures of the component colorants.

I kept thorough and consistent records 
of everything so that I could determine the 
behavior tendencies of each dye. No dye 
run is a failure if you keep records, because 
the information provides a valuable puzzle 
piece for the future. The more information 
you collect, the more comfortable you will 
be in predicting color outcome.

I made my dye selection by first decid­
ing what fiber I would be dyeing. I chose 
wool, partly because I had a good uniform 
stock of it, partly because I knew that 
what worked on wool would work—albeit 
w ith color variations—on other fibers I 
enjoy, like angora, silk, and nylon.

Next, I did background reading on the 
appropriate classes of dyes for wool.

I ruled out plant and other natural dyes. 
N atural dyeing has its own niche and is a 
companion rather than a competitor in my 
studio. Natural dyestuffs can contribute 
luster, softer hand, fragrance (I have lichen- 
dyed wool that I use for bewitching sa­
chets), sentim ental associations, and other 
things that synthetic dyes cannot offer.

However, natural dyestuffs do not offer 
the predictable, repeatable, colorfast re­
sults I was after, and I did not want to use 
the highly toxic assists necessary to m a­
nipulate the spectrum of colors. Moreover, 
no m atter what assists one uses, the spec­
trum  produced by natural dyes can never 
be as wide as that offered by synthetic 
dyes. As for the mystique of natural dyes, I

find synthetic dyes even more fascinating.
I marvel at the way hum an civilization has 
progressed to the point where we can ex­
tract colors from ancient, buried organic 
material.

The two top contenders in synthetic 
dye types were acid and reactive. I chose 
acid dyes, prim arily because they store al­
m ost indefinitely when mixed w ith water. 
For precise m easurem ent of color in small 
amounts, you cannot use weight, because 
the m easurem ents are too small to be done 
accurately. You m ust measure by volume, 
which requires that you enlarge the quan­
tity  of the substance to be m easured by 
mixing the dye w ith w ater.1

Reactive dyes hydrolyze w ith in  a m at­
ter of hours or days. This means that the 
dye chemically bonds w ith  the water and 
is unavailable to bond w ith the fiber. Al­
though the dye liquor appears vividly col­
ored, its potency rapidly diminishes until 
the dye becomes useless.

By contrast, acid dyes have a stated 
shelf life of about six m onths, though they 
can usually be used successfully even after 
years of storage. I also found acid dyes to 
be safe, environm entally friendly (if you 
steer clear of the few that contain heavy 
metals), easy to use, great for intermixing, 
inexpensive, and available in a wide selec­
tion of basic colors.

Subclasses of acid dyes are manufac­
tured for various applications. I chose a hy­
brid stock of those created to retain color 
under the harsh conditions of milling and 
those created to distribute level, even color.

Next I evaluated brands. By using the 
C.I. (Colour Index) names, which identify 
dye colors independently of brands, I was 
able to compare identical colors of dye pro­
duced by different manufacturers. I found 
that some of these "identical" colors be­
haved differently in mixes due to different 
potencies. By potent I'm  not referring to 
the concentration.

11 found the syringes sold by craft dye suppliers 
to be useless for precise measuring because the 
plungers do not slide freely enough. The units of 
measurement are too large, and they are too 
crudely marked. Syringes made for use in elec­
tronics manufacturing are fabulous. They dis­
pense evenly, so you get exactly as much as you 
intend without a spurt from a sticky plunger. 
More importantly, they are accurate to 1/100 of 
a milliliter. To make pale colors in small 
amounts, say, for no more than an ounce (28.5 g) 
of fiber, you must have this precision.
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Dyes are sold in different concentra­
tions to allow for economical shipping and 
storage. Check w hen you buy to make sure 
you understand the concentration, and di­
lute accordingly. My first two m onths of 
testing work had to be redone because 
some of the dye I bought from a popular 
fiber-art dye supplier was not disclosed as 
being concentrated. Ever afterward I have 
always tested every new shipm ent of re­
ordered dye stock to m ake sure it performs 
like previous batches. M anufacturers and 
suppliers are not always consistent. When 
you compare dyes of equal concentration, 
you will occasionally find that some are 
still more potent than others. This is like 
comparing ready-to-serve orange juice w ith 
a concentrate that has been diluted to the 
same strength as the ready-to-serve juice 
but does not have as m uch flavor.

Potency, on the other hand, refers to the 
dye's ability to hold its own when com­
bined w ith other colors. Weak performers 
allowed other colors to dom inate in  mixes.

I chose the m ost potent options.
When I was selecting my basic mixing 

colors, I tested for undertones. Two reds, 
for example, that looked identical to the 
naked eye at full-strength became very dif­
ferent when diluted. As one of the reds be­
came paler, it dyed a rosy pink. The other 
paled to salmon. The yellow undertone 
which produced the salmon was unde­
tectable in the full-strength red, but be­
came a critical component when the red 
was used in combinations.

I selected the following base colors: red, 
fuchsia, magenta, royal blue, turquoise, 
lemon yellow, yellow gold, and neon yel­
low. From these I made a number of color 
triads. The m ost im portant ones were:
• traditional triad: red, blue, yellow gold
• tropical triad: magenta, turquoise, lemon 

yellow
• bright triad: fuchsia, turquoise, neon 

yellow
• earth triad: magenta, royal blue, yellow 

gold

Sample of a range of colors: 
Tropical triad. The numbers 
within the sections of this 
chart are color recipes. Each 
digit represents the number of 
units of a base color needed 
for each mixed color’s recipe. 
The first digit refers to color 
A, the second to color B, the 
third to color C.

The numbers always add 
up to 10. The base colors, 
located at each apex, are not 
mixed with anything else 
and require 10 units.

If m y chosen unit is m illi­
liters (mis), the recipe for 
color 325 is: 3 mis yellow  + 2 
mis magenta + 5 mis 
turquoise. Knutson’s book 
explains how to convert these 
units to full-strength colors or 
to tints for any given amount 
of fiber.

The triad shown here was 
mixed with printer’s inks, so 
it needs far less adjusting 
than one made from dyes. 
When using dye, it is usually 
necessary to tinker with the 
ratios to get an even range of 
colors.
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I found a superb explanation of trichro­
m atic color mixing, as well as of other es­
sential dye basics, in Linda Knutson's ex­
pertly researched, well-written Synthetic 
Dyes for Natural Fibers. Although I found 
it necessary to tinker w ith the ten-part 
mixing system she recommended, it gave 
me a firm  foundation to begin from.

The heart of the project
By altering the percentages in Knutson's 
recipes, I created more visually balanced 
triads. I adjusted the color ratios to close 
the range where there was little  visual 
variation and to expand the range where 
the color jumps were too wide.

The reason that an evenly graded 
change in ratios of color ingredients can re­
sult in uneven transitions in the color gra­
dients of the triangle is that some colors 
are stronger than others. If you add 1 ml of 
royal blue to 200 mis of yellow dye, you 
will get green. However, if you add 1 ml of 
yellow to 200 mis of royal blue, you won't 
be able to detect a change in the blue. You 
would need to add a lot of yellow dye be­
fore the blue would shift. So, from A to C 
on a dyers' triad you are likely to get green

There is no such thing as a black dye.

from recipe 901 right next to the yellow 
apex—a large transition compared to the 
one between 109 and its neighbor, the blue 
apex, which are likely to look nearly or 
completely identical.

This is primarily due to value, but color 
strength can also be be caused by dye 
chemistry. Turquoise, for example, appears 
vivid but is not very potent because of the 
characteristics of its dye molecule.

If you don't want to dye an entire triad 
and then adjust for even gradations, try 
dyeing the apex colors first, then two col­
ors on each side and a few colors in the in ­
terior. This will give you enough of a feel 
for color transitions to enable you to m a­
nipulate the percentages to even out the 
gradients before completing the tests of the

entire triad.
After completing a num ber of triads of 

all significantly different com binations of 
my base colors, I created some graduated 
series of colors that were not in these tri­
ads, using special m anufactured colors 
(like fluorescent violet) combined with 
various base colors. For every color that I 
got full strength, I made a series of five 
tin ts (clear instructions for this appear in 
Hands On Dyeing). As w ith hue and chro­
ma gradations, the visual transition in val­
ues may not be as sm ooth as the m ath. A 
20% dilution may look like 5%. I adjusted 
accordingly.

Putting it all together
When I was satisfied that I had explored 
the breadth of the color spectrum, I took 
all the yarn from all the tests and assem­
bled it into one giant color arrangement.

Intermixing the yarns from different tri­
ads and noticing the intricate relationships 
among the recipes was the m ost instructive 
part of this entire project. Scanning the 
arrangement, which filled my entire studio 
floor, I again made subjective adjustments 
for gaps in the color gradients. By interpo­
lating from the color recipes, I formulated 
dye mixes for the missing colors.

My final task was to wind the skeins 
into center-pull balls and assemble the ad­
justed color scheme. After m uch oohing 
and aahing at my room-sized color wheel, I 
took samples of all the colors and mounted 
them  on recipe cards. I shelved the rest of 
the yarn in an enormous wall unit, covered 
in front w ith removable m asonite peg- 
boards. I threaded the end of each ball 
through its own hole in  the pegboard, and 
labeled each hole w ith  the color's recipe 
number.

If I'm  swatching in the studio, I work 
directly from this "dispenser" and make 
note of the numbers on my design sheet. If 
I'm  designing outside the studio, like stuck 
on the freeway or snuggled in bed, I use my 
recipe cards and jot down the appropriate 
numbers on my design notes.

Lessons learned
Looking back over my m onths of effort, I 
learned a lot of lessons. You can always 
make substitutions for base colors if you 
are having problems w ith color outcomes. 
For example, in dyeing nylon a pale laven-
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der I first tried fuchsia and violet as the 
parent colors. I got a perfect m atch to the 
sample swatch I was copying, but realized 
that because of the chemical composition 
of the nylon, the fuchsia bonded in one ori­
entation and the violet in another, so that 
the nylon changed color depending on how 
it was held to the light. (There are no m is­
takes in the grand scheme, remember? 
Though I couldn't use the formula for this 
project, I later referred to these notes when 
the shim m ering effect was exactly what I 
was after.) I successfully reformulated the 
color using blue and red. If I had needed to 
change yet again, I could have used a mix 
of fuchsia and neon yellow to make a sub­
stitute for m anufactured red. Violet and 
turquoise are parent colors for a substitute 
for m anufactured blue.

Special-case colors
Black. There actually is no such color of 
dye. Blacks are usually very, very dark pur­
ples or greens. This accounts for the fash­
ion disaster you may have experienced 
when putting on two different black gar­
ments and discovering that they clashed 
under sunlight, when one was revealed to 
be a warmer color than the other. You can 
mix black, bu t you can save yourself a lot 
of trouble by buying a manufactured black. 
Because purples are often not lightfast, 
check for this in your blacks.

Also, because you will have to use a lot 
of dye to get good cover, you may end up 
with a lot of loose dye to wash out. Make 
sure you allow the dyebath and fiber to 
cool before rinsing so that as m uch dye as 
possible will attach to available dye sites. 
As long as the bath is hot, dye will contin­
ue to unattach, migrate elsewhere, and 
reattach. A proper cooldown is like turning 
off the music in m usical chairs. Also, to 
guard against crocking (the rubbing-off of 
dye from dried fiber), rinse until the water 
is clear, no m atter how many rinses that 
involves. Using vinegar in the rinse water, 
contrary to popular belief, will not set any 
of the loose dye.

Diluted black as a gray toner. In color 
theory, you learn that tones are made by 
graying colors. Some dyers use a gray toner 
to achieve this. Beware. If you dilute your 
black and get a decent gray, this does not 
mean you can use that gray as a toner to 
moderate the chroma of other colors. The 
undertone of the black may wreak havoc

w ith color mixes.
The acid black I use yields a neutral sil­

ver gray when diluted, but when mixed it 
imparts a purple quality to the combina­
tion. I do not use this black as a toner,2 but 
I exploit its undertone in mixing unusual 
colors. It makes fabulous olives when 
mixed w ith yellows (purple + yellow = 
olive).

Turquoise will throw off your intuition.

Yellow. Because yellow is easily com­
promised, add m inute amounts of other 
colors when mixing for yellow variations. 
Seeing how little of another color you can 
add before you alter the hue of a yellow is 
a great way to explore a luscious range of 
colors. Add turquoise to your yellow,
1/100 of a m illiliter at a time, until you see 
the hue change. D on't ruin the results by 
adding another drop of turquoise. You'll 
get a luminous chartreuse. With the barest 
addition of both turquoise and fuchsia, 
you'll get burnt yellow. Turquoise and m a­
genta in yellow make a handsome, raw, 
green gold. A tinge of fuchsia alone deep­
ens the yellow enough to make it glow. On 
sparkling trilobal nylon these yellows 
m im ic m etallic gold, copper, and brass.

Brown. Browns dominate the interiors 
of color triads. They are difficult to dye 
evenly, because they have the greatest 
competition going on in the dyepot— 
browns contain all three base colors in 
roughly equal proportions. The component 
colors often settle out on different parts of 
the fiber, causing bright blotches of red and 
blue. If you are working on fiber that felts 
easily, if you are dyeing a large quantity of 
brown, or if you simply can't endure 
babysitting the dyepot, you can resort to 
using a manufactured brown and tinkering 
w ith the color. But mixing your own 
browns will give you the greatest degree of 
control.

21 find premixed toners too limiting, anyway, 
even if they are good.
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If you have problems getting even color, 
try the following techniques.
• Make sure the fiber is clean and has 

been presoaked w ith detergent or a com­
mercial surfactant in the water.

• Buffer the acid w ith salt or a commercial 
leveling agent.
Ammonium  sulfate, available at garden 

supply shops, is a good acid to use in this 
case, because it will lower the pH of the 
dyebath autom atically as the heat rises. If 
using a different acid, you may want to 
wait and add it after the fiber accepts all 
the dye it can w ithout an exhausting 
agent. Then add the acid gradually, remov­
ing the fiber for each addition. Mix well 
before returning the fiber to the pot.
• Keep the fiber from touching the bottom  

of the pot, where the heat is concentrat­
ed, and increase the heat very slowly.

• You need to keep the dye circulating 
through the fiber; agitate the fiber as 
m uch as you can w ithout tem pting it to 
felt, or put it in a net bag and circulate 
the dye by dunking. This "teabag" 
m ethod allows gravity to mix the dye 
around, w ith the least am ount of distur­
bance to the fiber.

• If uneven color is due to degraded wool 
tips, there is nothing you can do. 
Turquoise. In color mixes, you will find

this color difficult or impossible to exhaust 
completely. It requires a lot of rinsing. You 
are not losing dye from the fiber. What is 
rinsing out is loose dye which was not a t­
tached during dyeing. This is called bleed­
ing. It is different from losing dye through 
fading, caused by washing, light, perspira­
tion, and other conditions affecting color­
fastness.

Turquoise is one color that will throw 
off your intuition if you try to anticipate 
what color you'll get on your fiber from 
looking at the dye liquor. Turquoise was 
the culprit in creating all that maroon I got 
when I thought I was mixing other colors.

Fuchsia. This color can often be suc­
cessfully dyed w ithout heat. I use it on an­
gora and on wools that felt easily. I just 
dunk them  for a quick, cool soak. The 
color strikes quickly and strongly, so check 
often if you want a pale pink.

Looking ahead
Many goals of dyeing are beyond the scope 
of this article—including colorfastness, 
preservation of fiber integrity, and level

distribution of color. There are books and 
articles w ritten for craft dyeing that cover 
these topics.

To add to these explanations of getting 
dye on fiber, you now have this handspin- 
ner's approach to controlling color ou t­
come. I began w ith one class of dyes and 
one type of fiber and built gradually to a 
wide range of dyes and fibers. All of this 
preparation allowed me to create pre­
dictable, uniform  colors on fiber.

Uniform color is not always desirable. I 
still use space dyeing, cross-dyeing, and 
other tricks to produce special effects. But 
there is a huge difference between my con­
trolled "accidents" of today and the chaos 
of the past. My understanding of dyes lets 
me control color outcome to any chosen 
point before I allow random effects to add 
visual interest.

Fiber artists have more color challenges 
than m ost other artists, but we also have 
more options. The next stage of developing 
color skills involves blending color in card­
ing, combing, spinning, plying, and fabric 
making. Once the color is on the fiber, 
color blending becomes more similar to 
mixing paints than to mixing dyes—be­
cause it involves optics rather than chem ­
istry—but there are still a few rules that 
defy intuition. In the next article in this 
series, we'll finally get our hands on fiber 
and start spinning. ❖

Erica Heftmann loves learning about and 
sharing anything related to dyeing or color 
design. The first part of this series, “Devel­
oping Color Skills, ” appeared in the Fall 
1996 issue and presented some ideas 
about color theory. If you have questions, 
comments, or corrections, send them to 
Erica c/o Spin-Off, 201 E. 4th Street, Love­
land, Colorado 80537, and w e’ll forward 
them to her.

Resources
Knutson, Linda. Synthetic Dyes for Natur­

al Fibers. Loveland, Colorado: Inter­
weave Press, 1986.

Blumenthal, Betsy, and Kathryn Kreider. 
Hands On Dyeing. Loveland, Colorado: 
Interweave Press, 1988.
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H a n d - d y e d  o n  ‘T u s s a h  S i t \  t o p s  

a n d  T in e  f r u s t r a t i o n  M e r in o  t o p s
C o l o u r  C a r d :  T w e lv e  S o l id  C o l o u r s :  U S  $ 5 . 0 0  D e s i g n e r / O w n e r  U S A  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

( s p e c i f y  T u s s a h  S i lk  o r  M e r in o  to p s )  " " S & S S S K i  a S K S S S
C o l o u r  C a r d :  T w e lv e  C o l o u r  H a r m o n i e s :  U S  $ 5 . 0 0  Fioreat, 6 0 14  Mt. Vernon, o h .
( s p e c i f y  T u s s a h  S i lk .  M e r in o  o r  K id  M o h a i r  t o p s )  Tel:

______________________ _______________ -____________________treetops@ perth. dialix.oz. au

E u r o p e a n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Sue Harris

The Mill, Tregoyd Mill, 
Three Cocks. Brecon, 

Powys, LD3 OSW, U.K. 
Tel: 01497-847421

□  e  .__ „  D ______ . _  . “ASHFORD JOYBest Selection, Best Prices since 1981 is here!”
. . Double treadle kits for

WbeeU: Ashford, Louet, Reeves, Schacht, Majacraft, Lendrum, Charkha, more . . . Traditional or Traveller:
Loonu: Harridvillz, Schacht, Leclerc, Norwood, Cranbrook, Glundkra, Adhford, Louet, Beka ^59

Drumcarders, numerous spinning & weaving tools, all the fibers you dream of, dyes, yarns, 
knitting supplies galore, bobbin lace supplies, gift items, videos + over 200 books!

Prompt shipping & friendly service. Free freight on wheels, drumcarders & looms.
You, too, should find out why others mail-order again & again from

T he  W o o le ry  1 -800-441 -WOOL
RD1, Dept. S 20-page Catalog: $3 

Genoa, NY 13071 VISA/MC Accepted
“Check our web page: http://www.woolery.com”

Min. 8lbs.: $3.75 / lb. (Extra for Rambouillet or Merino) 
Min. 5lbs.: $3.25 / lb.
Min. 8lbs.: $2.70 / lb.
Min. 8lbs.: $4.60 / lb. (Extra for 50%+ Mohair)
Min. 5lbs.: $4.20 /  lb.

Custom Carding & Spinning
• Your Raw Wool into Roving:
• Your Washed Wool into Roving:
• Your Raw Wool washed & Picked:
• Your Raw Wool Blends into Roving:
• Your Washed Wool Blends into Roving:
We also custom card into pencil roving and custom spin into yarn according to your specifications; we guarantee to return 
your own fibers. Call or send 320 stamp for custom work brochure.

• Fingerlakes Yarns & Rovings (W oo l, A ngora /W ool, S ilk /W o o l, Ribbon, M ohair) - 
Yarn samples inc lud ing  pencil roving in 23 colors: $4.00. • N ew  Fulled Kits &
SweaterStone • C harkha W heels , D rop Spindles, Carding O il • C otton Punis, Tussah 
Silk, P lucked Angora • B rittany W a ln u t &  Birch K nitting  Needles & C rochet Hooks
• Eucalan N o-R inse W oo lw a sh  fo r washing garments, yarns & fleece.

Fingerlakes VA/oolen Mill
Stewarts Corners Rd., Genoa, N.Y. 13071 
Phone (315) 497-1542; Fax: (315) 497-3620 
Check our web page: http://www.fingerlakes-yarns.com________
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The Spinning Dress
to wear), and my arms are covered to the 
wrists. I wonder just how high the tem per­
atures will go on this day in mid-July.

The only parts of me that are open to 
the world are my head, a tiny bit of my 
throat, and my wrinkled hands. The rest of 
me is hiding in yards and yards of 
cotton/poly fabric—yes, I know it should 
be pure cotton, but Aunt Kate would have 
approved of the frugality I demonstrated at 
the rem nant counter.

This is the first tim e I've worn the 
dress, and I'm  surprised at the depth of my 
emotional reaction. I feel hidden and safe, 
as if I were peeking out from a little  house. 
No one could see, nor do I feel self-con­
scious about, the aging of m y body (can it 
really be more than  th irty  years since my 
little one said, "Mama, I wike to sit on 
your wap 'cause you're so pillowy!"?).

This feeling of security goes beyond the 
expected. I feel transported away from the 
sorrowful facts of life in these closing 
years of the second m illennium  A.D. It's as 
though I were lifted above time, and am 
looking down on the world from the vast 
expanse of some eternal ceiling. I feel 
protected from the assaults of the evening 
newscast and the m orning headlines. 
Sheltered w ithin the gentle confines of this 
dress, I realize that all things are transito­
ry, and today's horrors will slip into obliv­
ion as surely as new horrors will rise to 
meet them. The year 1863 held its own 
dangers, and so did the 1930s.

Wearing a dress like the one Aunt Kate 
wore in 1863 reminds me of how short life 
can be. When Aunt Kate and her little 
sister, Sarah Ann, posed proudly for that 
photo, they never guessed that the younger 
of them  would die a few m onths later, at 
the age of 14. Aunt Kate, slim  and young 
and almost pretty, could not have guessed 
that she would fall in love just once in her 
life, then have her wedding plans smashed 
when "somebody meddled."

Neither of these young wom en could 
have imagined that more than a hundred 
years later, their great-niece would

by 
Martha Bright Banks I AM WEARING a dress designed to 

replicate the garments worn by my 
father's two aunts in a photo from 

1863. In a few minutes, I will go to demon­
strate spinning at the annual Indiana 
Township Heritage Festival at Emmerling 
Park. I am strangely happy.

It was the older aunt—Aunt Kate—who 
inspired me to spin, and her oak Saxony 
wheel, repaired but not in use, occupies a 
corner of our living room. Aunt Kate's 
m other inherited this wheel from hex 
grandfather in 1843. Aunt Kate, who was 
born in 1847, used it until the death of her 
m other in 1881. Aunt Kate herself has 
been gone since 1936, and I am near seven­
ty and still spinning.

The dress I am wearing isn't much to 
look at, because I'm  not much of a seam­

stress. But the sleeves gently hug my 
narrow shoulders, and the long 

skirt modestly hides my legs. 
The dress is plain blue, with 

long sleeves that start low 
on the shoulders and a 

narrow white collar and 
cuffs. It closes at the 
front w ith hidden 
hooks and eyes, and 
over the skirt I wear 
an ample blue- 
checked gingham 
apron like those I 
remember Aunt 
Kate wearing.
When I made the 
apron, I gauged the 
size of the pockets 

by imagining what 
it would take to hold 

three fragrant apples 
on a trip back from her 

hilltop orchard . . . now 
a housing development. 

The dress covers me 
from the middle of my 

throat to the tops of my black 
Selby pumps (I wish they were 

hightop shoes, like Aunt Kate used
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Past and present, stitched together

painstakingly work to copy their m atching 
dresses, even to the "grow hem s." They 
m ight have been puzzled if someone had 
told them  I would wear a dress patterned 
on theirs while I sat in  an old house in  a 
park, spinning for hours, just as they did.

Who will spin when I am gone? And 
when will I be leaving? I am going on 
seventy—which, of course, isn 't old at all 
when you're 69! But it's sobering to realize 
that th irty  years from now I won't be here 
to see the lilacs bloom, or to count the 
returning robins in the spring. I m ight be 
gone in tw enty years, and oh, twenty 
years' tim e is nothing at all!

The sweet touch of the dress on my 
fading flesh rem inds me of the sweetness 
of life and of the need to cherish each 
loving m om ent, because in the end, no th ­
ing is left but "faith, hope, and love—and 
the greatest of these is love."

I'll be leaving for the 
park in  ten m inutes. The 
day will be hot and muggy, 
and sweat will trickle down 
my back. My black nylon 
stockings will stick to my 
legs. But inside this dress I 
will enjoy a strange soli­
tude, and a sweet separate­
ness that ties me to the 
distant past, eases the pains 
of the present age, and 
reminds me that my future 
is bright.

And I'll remember to pat 
Aunt Kate's spinning wheel 
on my way out the door. ❖

Martha Bright Banks is a 
spinner from Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.

more letters . . . (continued from  page 9)

fiber and for a red dye. Is there any in ­
formation available for how to process 
and spin these fibers? Agave fiber was 
pictured on a M exican spindle in your 
Spring 1995 issue. I know one issue of 
Spin■ Off dealt w ith spinning hemp and 
kenaf; how about covering a few more 
fiber plants? I would love to be able to 
swing in my own handspun ham m ock 
some day.

Another one of my goals is to try out 
the m any dye plan ts found here and 
make a fiber and dye display for the local 
St. George Botanical Garden. M any 
tourists v isit the garden from all over 
the world, so this would be an excellent 
place for such a display. Among some of 
the most well-known native dye plants 
are anna tto  (Bixa orellana), logwood 
(Haematoxylum campechianum), and 
fustic (Chlorophora tinctoria). There are 
a host of o ther native and in troduced 
plants that have also been used for dyes 
in the past.

St. Croix is a small island in the 
Caribbean. It's nice to get "connected" 
to other spinners by reading Spin■ Off. 
Keep up the interesting articles.

—Esther Peregrine, Kingshill, 
U. S. Virgin Islands

Editor's note: Rita Buchanan's A  
Weaver's Garden (Loveland, Colorado: 
Interweave Press, 1987) is the best 
single source we know  of for spinning 
information on a variety of fiber 
plants. If you have back issues of 
Spin-Off in your personal or guild 
library, check out Rita’s "Using the 
Fibers of Native Plants” (Winter 1985, 
pages 29-34) or “A  Survey of Leaf and 
Stem Fibers” (Fall 1986, pages 24-31). 
We’re also working on future articles 
relating to your interests. . . .

I N  M E M O R I A M

Edna Blackburn
Mentor, guide, and trailblazer 

October 3, 1911-December 1996

Scholarship
Several of Edna Blackburn's friends, 

colleagues, and students have started a 
scholarship fund in her name, with the 
hope tha t an award can be made to a 
fiber craftsperson for innovation  and 
originality. The award will be present­
ed to "a person pushing new ideas or 
m ethods w ith creative thought in any 
of the spinning, weaving, or dyeing 
m edium s." The fund will be managed 
by the Ontario Handweavers and Spin­
ners and contributions can be acknowl­
edged with charitable donation receipts. 
For further information, call (705) 457- 
2704.
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Getting to know you ... 

The Fiber Exchange 
by Bobbie Irwin 

A selection of items 
produced by participants in 
the Utah/Regional Fiber 
Exchange. 

IN MY PART of the country, guilds tend 
to be small, there are few of them, and 
there is little contact between them. 

Many spinners do not belong to guilds and 
may not know other spinners in their areas. 
When I lived in Ogden, Utah, members of 
the Northern Utah Fiber Artisans (NUFA) 
talked about the need for a project that 
would improve communication with other 
spinners in the state. I carried that idea 
with me when I moved to Price, Utah, and 
in 1996 our small guild here (Castle Coun­
try Fiber Guild) coordinated our fourth an­
nual Utah/Regional Fiber Exchange. 

Starting: 
sort of successful 
The first year (1993), we envisioned the Ex­
change as a cooperative project between 
existing guilds in the state. One guild 
would send fiber to a second guild for spin­
ning, which would send the yarn to a third 
guild to make squares (by any interlace­
ment technique) to be returned to the fiber 
donors. Guild members would make some­
thing from the squares and share the re­
sults. 

We had an exchange in 1993, but it 
didn't work the way we planned. The idea 
of making squares didn't appeal much, and 
only one other guild (NUFA) agreed to par­
ticipate. We spun each other's fiber, but 
NUFA decided to finish projects from their 
own yarn rather than make squares, so 
they created a variety of interesting items 
from the yarn we had spun, ranging from 
socks to hand-card protectors. Our guild 
members divided our yarn into equal 
amounts and challenged each other to cre­
ate hats (knitted, crocheted, and/or woven) 
using some of each yarn; for one of us, the 
hat was a first knitting project. 

Despite the change of plans, the first 
Exchange was a moderate success. NUFA 
members used it as an incentive to learn 
fiber blending and spent one guild meeting 
preparing fiber for us to spin. We enjoyed 
the hat challenge and were encouraged 
enough to try an exchange again the next 
year, although we decided we needed to 
reach spinners who did not belong to 
guilds, as well as those within guilds who 
wanted to participate on an individual 
basis. We also wanted to include people 
who were not spinners. 



Toward a more 
workable plan . . .
By the next season, we had worked out the 
general form at which we use today. Our 
guild took registrations and formed groups 
of three people, from different com m uni­
ties. Each group included a fiber donor, a 
spinner, and a finisher. Participants could 
sign up for one, two, or all three tasks 
(those who signed up for all three ended up 
in three different groups, connecting w ith 
six other people). We stipulated that the 
fiber should be soft, finished item s should 
be clothing accessories, and the yarn 
should be plied and no larger than a stan­
dard knitting yarn. Finished items were to 
be returned to the fiber donors.

There were a few glitches in 1994. 
Everyone wanted to donate fiber—because 
they'd get a finished item —but not every­
one wanted to do the work of spinning or 
(especially) finishing. Several of us had to 
double up on these tasks. The knitter who 
signed up only to finish had never worked 
with handspun yarn and didn't feel confi­
dent enough to complete her project (at 
least she returned the yarn to the donor). 
And because we didn't get the exchange 
started until spring, it was late sum m er by 
the tim e m ost item s were returned (some 
came back even later).

Despite our guidelines, not all the fiber 
was soft, and some finishers ended up with 
fat singles yarn to deal with. A few begin­
ning spinners felt intimidated by their fiber 
(some of which appeared to be from the 
backs of closets). Still, the exchange gener­
ated a lot of enthusiasm from the sixteen 
participants, who shared the results with 
their friends and were excited about the 
new friendships they'd formed. Our attempt 
to host a gathering of exchangers was 
snowed out, so we shared many of the fin­
ished items through a traveling trunk show.

I think we've got it!
The 1995 Exchange followed a sim ilar for­
mat, w ith alm ost forty participants. This 
time we also invited people in the areas 
immediately bordering Utah and ended up 
with donors, spinners, and finishers from 
five states: Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, Col­
orado, and Arizona. We sent out tips for 
beginners and set fewer restrictions—any 
fiber and any finished item (appropriate to 
the fiber) were acceptable. A new rule

proved successful: anyone who wanted to 
donate fiber also had to sign up as a spin­
ner and/or finisher! We shared some of the 
spectacular results in our first successful 
Fiber Exchange Gathering in  September, 
which drew about th irty  participants from 
around the state (some of whom had not 
taken part in the exchange, and almost all 
of whom  signed up for the next one).

In 1996 we expanded the Exchange to 
include the entire bordering states (al­
though so far we haven't coaxed any Neva­
da fiber folks to join us). We sent out invi­
tations to every guild (in seven states) list­
ed in the annual Spin-Off directory—at a 
cost which just about depleted our tiny 
guild treasury! However, this tim e we 
asked each participant for $ 1 to help cover 
our costs, and many donated additional 
funds and stamps. Each participant was re­
sponsible for his or her own postage and 
other expenses.

We got a good response wherever the in ­
vitation appeared in newsletters. The 1996 
Exchange included eighty-eight partici­
pants from nine states, including alumni 
who had moved, members of regional 
guilds living in other states, and an enthu­
siastic group of Californians who wanted 
to be part of the fun. Already we've made 
plans for another Fiber Exchange Gather­
ing and our 1997 Exchange.

This tim e we've decided to include all 
the western states, but to lim it the ex­
change to the first 150 people who sign up. 
That should encourage earlier registration 
and keep the organization and paperwork 
manageable. We hate to turn anyone 
away, so if interest exceeds our 
lim it, perhaps other guilds in our 
region will volunteer to start 
their own exchanges to include 
smaller geographical areas, such 
as just the West Coast or Rocky 
M ountain states. That way we 
can direct any "overflow" to the 
appropriate coordinators.

The Fiber Exchange works— 
we've proved it (as we've im ­
proved it)—and we encourage 
other regions and groups to 
adapt our ideas for themselves.
Here are some guidelines we fol­
low.
★ Timing is important. Spinners and fin­

ishers have a m onth and a half to finish 
each step. The exchange is most suc­
cessful during the w inter months; fiber

Another exchange project: 
wadmal slippers, of Karakul, 
woven and fulled.
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Be specific 

Be flexible

is due in mid-January (which gives 
donors ample tim e after the holidays to 
prepare it), and finished items are due 
back to the donors by mid-April.

★ Be as specific as necessary when setting 
guidelines, but keep the instructions as 
concise as possible.

★ Be flexible. Some people won't follow 
all the directions anyway. Our requests 
for self-addressed, stamped envelopes 
have often been ignored, but many peo­
ple have enclosed an extra dollar to 
compensate! Everyone, however, sent 
the $1 registration fee; many people 
have said they'd be willing to pay more.

Some people will call or write after 
the registration deadline and want to 
participate. You either have to figure 
this into your schedule or be strict 
about not accepting late entries (but do 
keep these people on your mailing list 
for the next exchange).

★ Send out the information well in ad­
vance of your registration deadline, but 
no more than three m onths ahead. O th­
erwise, registration forms get lost and 
the exchange gets forgotten. Request 
that the information be included in 
guild and shop newsletters and an­
nounced at meetings. Encourage regis­
trants to copy and distribute the forms. 
Mail group assignments and detailed in­
structions at least a m onth before the 
deadline for sending fiber.

★ To reduce beginners' fears and better 
m atch donors, spinners, and finishers, 
our registration form  now asks donors 
what sort of fiber they plan to send; 
spinners to indicate their experience 
level (and the fibers they are m ost and 
least comfortable with); and finishers to 
state the most likely m ethod they will 
use. This way, for example, we can be 
careful to avoid putting the donor w ith 
dog hair in the group with the woman 
who is allergic to it! Beginning spinners 
are more likely to receive fiber they can 
handle confidently. Spinners will have 
an idea of how their yarn may be used, 
so they can prepare it appropriately.

★ As well as possible, we try to match up 
participants from different com m uni­
ties who are not likely to know each 
other and have not worked w ith each 
other in previous exchanges.

★ Fiber, yarn, and finished items are to be 
sent directly to the people in the as­

signed groups; our guild does not act as 
a clearinghouse to redistribute the m a­
terial.

★ The Exchange works on the honor sys­
tem. We emphasize that all m aterials 
are sent at the participants' own risk 
and expense. Yarn and projects may not 
turn  out the way the donors would have 
made them. Exchangers should be un­
derstanding if someone's puppy chews 
up an almost-finished project.

We ask that participants first try to 
solve problems (usually late deliveries) 
w ithin their own groups, and to contact 
our guild for help only if there is no sat­
isfactory response. (In the past, a few 
people have been so reluctant to ask our 
help that problems have gone on for 
m onths w ithout our knowledge—and 
usually a note or phone call solves the 
problem.)

★ Beginners are welcome. We stress that 
the Exchange is a learning and sharing 
experience, and that the quality of the 
yarn and finished item s are not impor­
tant (although we encourage everyone 
to do the best they can). Our primary 
goals are to get to know other fiber folks 
and to challenge ourselves to work with 
someone else's materials.

★ State how much fiber to send. It should 
be enough to finish something without 
being so m uch that the exchange would 
be too tim e-consuming or expensive.
For many projects, six ounces of fiber is 
ample. (Since cotton can take more 
tim e to spin than other fibers, four 
ounces of yarn may be adequate; we ask 
donors to send six ounces, and the spin­
ner can decide how m uch is enough.)
We recommend that a donor err on the 
generous side and use as accurate a 
scale as possible. Any leftover fiber or 
yarn should be returned to the donor, 
unless (as some have) the donor specifi­
cally includes extra fiber for the spin­
ner's personal use.

★ Participants are encouraged to share in­
formation about themselves, their ex­
perience, and their fiber interests. If 
they have fiber-related businesses, they 
are welcome to advertise. M ost write 
letters to the others in their groups as 
they pass along the fiber, yarn, and fin­
ished products (and this tim e we will 
encourage finishers to also contact the 
spinners, and donors to acknowledge re-
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ceipt of finished items). Many have in ­
cluded photos of themselves, their fiber 
critters, and their projects, as well as in ­
form ation on patterns they've used.

★ Donors are required to also spin and/or 
finish. In 1996 we offered a bonus gift to 
those who finished more than one item, 
since finishers have been in shortest 
supply in past years. Many volunteered, 
and only a few had to do double duty.

★ Fiber should be ready to spin. We ask 
that wool be washed and carded or 
combed, even if the donor normally 
spins in the grease or from locks. We 
ask that donors send quality fiber, 
something they would enjoy spinning 
themselves. They may send any type or 
combination of fibers and colors.

★ We set a m axim um  size for the yarn 
(equivalent to a worsted-weight knitting 
yarn), to assure that there will be 
enough to complete an item. We ask 
that it be plied, to reduce potential 
problems for knitters and weavers. Nov­
elty yarns are fine, but they should not 
include any other materials. Spinners 
may blend or ply together different

fibers or may spin them  separately.
★ Finished items should be appropriate to 

the fiber. Finishers are not to add addi­
tional yarn unless absolutely necessary 
to finish a project. The challenge is to 
complete a product using only what's 
available. Weavers are expected to use 
the exchange yarn as both warp and 
weft. Even though donors tend to like 
surprises, the finisher should contact 
the donor about sizes, if necessary.

★ Finished items are the property of the 
fiber donors, who may keep or give 
them  away as desired (preferably after 
sharing the results w ith the rest of us, 
at least by photo). Although some peo­
ple have suggested donating all the 
items to charity, there are many other 
programs which can accomplish that 
goal more efficiently, and m ost partici­
pants prefer to keep the items them ­
selves. ❖

Bobbie Irwin, of Price, Utah, contributes a 
great deal, constantly, to Spin-Off. Much 
of what she does is invisible. Her spinning 
is very fine, too.

Woolgathering 
Designs

I N T R O D U C E S

F o r  y o u r  k n i t t i n g  
p l e a s u r e ,  a  n e w  

l i n e  o f  f i r s t  
e d i t i o n  h a n d  k n i t  
s w e a t e r  p a t t e r n s .

A n y t h i n g  f r o m  
u p d a t e d  c l a s s i c s  

t o  t h e  w h i m s i c a l ,  
f r o m  d r e s s y  

t o  c a s u a l .

For a  color brochure 
send H i>00 payable to 

Karen Connor at:

W oolgathering Designs 
7536 Forsyth, Box 345-SO 

St. Uni is, MO 63105

Indigo Hound" 
Viking Combs®

f c t o \ SINCE 1987

* Viking® Wool Combs— 
Standard, Fine, Double Row 

•Doukhobor® Combs 
•Great Wheels 
•Warp Weighted Looms 
•English Wool Combs 

4-pitch and 5-pitch
Z 7 \

2367 Bryansville Rd 
Delta PA 17314 
717 456 7645

" NEW ADDRESS NEW ADDRESS NEW ADDRESS

THE TRADITION CONTINUES... 
AUGUST 1 4 - 17,1997

Allegan County Fairgrounds, 
Allegan, Michigan

• Renowned in s tru c to rs  p resen ting  
workshops on fiber re lated  topics

• Vendor booths offering fiber re la ted  
products for purchase

• F iber producing an im al show s and  
exhibitions

• Border Collie dem onstrations
• Fleece to  Shaw l, Skein, F iber A rts, 

Wool, M ohair & Angora Fleece 
Competitions

• Free Workshops and Demonstrations

For Further information call or write: 
MICHIGAN FIBER FESTIVAL 

142 EAST STATE STREET 
HASTINGS, MICHIGAN 49058 

VOICE: 616 948-9644 
FAX: 616 948-9825 

E-MAIL: JILTUR@MVCC.COM

Spring 1997 SPIN-OFF 99

mailto:JILTUR@MVCC.COM


N o w  i t ' s  e v e n  e a s i e r  t o  
g e t  y o u r  h a n d s  o n  s o m e

J ^ e a d y S p in
K**S I  RedUJool

C o n ta c t  t h e  d e a le r  n e a r e s t  
y o u  f o r  a  f r e e  c o lo r  c a r d .

^  A u t h o r i z e d  D e a le r s
The Little House Susan's Fiber Shop

1927 N. Main Street 
Clyde OH 43410 
1-800-554-7973

KOKOVOKO
Route 3, Box 134 

Corinth KY 41010 
1-800-804-5541

N 250 Highway A 
Columbus, WI 53925 

1-414-623-4237

Wolfe Fiber Arts
1188 West Fifth Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43212 

1-614-487-9980

Foothills Fiberworks Lady Peddler
2235 Chesterfield Drive ] 42 East State Street 

Maryville, TN 37803 Hastings, Ml 49058 
1-423-681-5000 1-800-948-6689

Weavers' Fancy
3410 E. 23 75th Road , 1465 Rlverview Road 
Marseilles, IL 61341 Amboy, IL 61310 

1-708-851-8660 1 1-815-857-2490

Fiber works
3102 Maglnn Drive 

Beavercreek, OH 45434 
1-513-426-5522

The Fiber Attio
1009 First Street, #201 

Snohomish, WA 98290 
1-360-563-0330

Wooly West Studio S Fiber Arts
1417 S. 1100 East W8903 County Hwy A 

St. Lake City, UT 84105 Delavan, WI 53115 
1-801-487-9378 1-608-883-2123

Natural Fibers
17519 L Drive South 
Marshall, Ml 49068 

1-616-781-8045

The Weaver's loft
24647 Zimmer Road 
Guilford, IN 47022 

1-812-576-3904

Snake River Fiberworks
1372 West 81 North 

Idaho Falls ID 83402 
1 -208-525-8089

Fleece to Fiber and Morel
2585 Hubbard Road, 

Monroe Ml 48161 
1-313-269-6484

Fiber Arts Studio
3201 Bohnet Blvd. 
Fargo, ND 58102 
1-701-235-4543

The Yarn Cellar
1500 Atlas Road 

Wheeling, WV 26003 
1-304-242-8253

Read/Spin Is made from a blend of fine, domestic wool.

The Niddy Noddy
205 Center Street 

Hannibal, MO 63401 
1-573-248-8048

Greener Pastures
12508 Lalng 

Detroit, Ml 48224 
1-313-371-5432

Lake View Store
Route 114 

Averlll, VT 05901 
1-603-237-5551

Cottage Fibers
196 Sterling Avenue 
Rlttman.OH 44270 

1-216-925-6327

Village Crafts
62 East Cherry Street 
Sunbury, OH 43074 

1-614-965-3476

Spinner's Ridge
5424 Bunch Road 

Summerfleld. NC 27358 
1-910-643-9085

For a spinning sample & color card 
send $1.00 to Bullen's Wullens.

1-800-565-7290
MasterCard

VISA

Phone 614-625-5554 w u  
24HRFoi 614-625-5566

b u l l e n ;

li

Dealer inquiries
e n s  welcome!

& A X  5711 County Rood #13 
Centerburg OH 43011 

6-Moil: LUullyBullv@ecrknox.com

E s t e s  P a r k  

W o o l M a r k e t
the largest natural fiber show 
in the West

Sign up now for shows, 
workshops, contests...

Workshops, June 5-6
Weaving & Spinning Knitting 
Dyeing & Felting Fiber Animals
Contests, June 7-8
Fleece Spinning
Handspun Skeins Sheep to Shawl
Shows/Exhibits, June 7-8
Angora Rabbits Goats & Sheep 
Alpaca Llamas

Commercial Vendor Booths,
Educational Booths and Displays

Call for information 970-586-6104a Call for

Z & E stes P a rk
GATEW AY  TO R O C K Y  MOUNTA IN  N AT IO N A L PARK

P.O. Box 1967 Estes Park, CO 80517

THE BLACK SHEEP GATHERING

June 20-22,1997 
Lane County Fairgrounds 

Eugene, Oregon

•  W o o l &  M o h a ir  S h o w  &  S a le
Beautiful H andsp inn ing  Fleeces

•  W o r k s h o p s  f o r  F ib er  A r t i s t s
Fiber A rts C om petition-H ave you  entered?

•  T a lk s  &  D e m o n s t r a t io n s -
including a Sheep to Shaw l D em onstration

•  S h o w  &  S a le  o f  N a tu r a l  C o lo re d  &  W h i t e  
S h e e p  and  N atu ra l C olored & W hite A ngora G oats

Inform ation available after 2 /1 /9 7  from:
The Black S h eep  G athering

25455 N.W. Dixie M ountain  Rd. 
Scappoose, OR 97056 

(503) 621-3063

June
5 - 8
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Spinners' Connection 

by Ann Klinect 

I don't know if age has anything 
to do wi th it, but having just cele­
brated another birthday I seem to be 
in a more reflective state of mind 
than usual. Deborah Pulliam's excel­
lent article about the first twenty 
years of Spin-Off in the last issue 
brought back lots of treasured mem­
ories. 

As I read the newsletters which 
spinners' groups so generously send 
me to be shared through this column 
and through SASEs from readers, I am 
constantly awed by a universal car­
ing, sharing attitude . . . the eagerness 
to share knowledge, techniques, 
friendship with novice spinners, each 
other, and the general public. Many of you are involved in 
making caps for kids, hats/mittens/scarves for the homeless, 
caps/booties for preemies . . . the list goes on. 

Many of you manage full-time jobs and a busy family 
life. Spinning becomes almost therapeutic in your hectic sched­
ule, yet you still find the time to share your craft with others. 

Some of you are so incredibly cre­
ative, the rest of us can only say, 
"Wow!" Yet you are quick to en­
courage spinners to stretch beyond 
their perceived l imitat ions as you 
share the next step with them. 

The following quote from 
Country Heritage Spinning and 
Weaving Guild (Missouri) sums it up 
for me: "Diversity is so evident in 
the Guild. We are like the au tumn 
leaves. How rich and glorious the 
woods are because each kind of tree 
was given its own colors to flaunt. 
We have brought forth our creativi­
ty, our gift to Life, to be used in THE 
GREAT TAPESTRY. Let us be who 

and what we are . . . BEAUTIFUL." 
Please send all newsletters and mail for this column to 

Ann W. Klinect, PO Box 8505, Everett, WA 98201. To receive 
sample newsletters from the files, send me a business-let­
ter-sized SASE with two ounces' worth of postage and I will 
return it with as many newsletters as I can fit in. 

Countryside Spinners and Weavers 
(Indiana) are undertaking an ambitious 
project . . . knit t ing beaded bags using 
size 000 or 0000 (1.5 or 1.25 mm) nee­
dles. A challenge worth meeting. 

Tulsa Handspinners (Oklahoma) used 
a unique version of the popular fiber ex­
change as part of their Rock Day Cele­
bration last January. Well before Rock 
Day, each participant packaged fiber of 
her/his choice along with beads, ribbons, 
other findings, and a rock. Each mem­
ber took home a package, created some­
thing through spinning, felting, dyeing, 
weaving, fluffing, or whatever the imag­
ination dictated, and then presented the 
results to the original donor on Rock 
Day. 

Here's an idea from the Huronia Spin­
ners Guild (Ontario, Canada): To spur 
creative ideas, invite several friends over 
for an informal craft night. See what 
they are up to and see what ideas of your 
own grow from theirs. Or collaborate 
with a close friend on a challenge proj­
ect. Another tip is to keep an extra bob­
bin at your spinning wheel and fill it 
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with leftover bits of fiber. When the bob­
bin is full, Navajo-ply the singles to 
make "wacky wool." 

The Pinellas Weavers Guild (Florida) 
have "assisting angels" members can 
call on for fiber advice and assistance. 
At a recent gathering, a member told of 
meeting a woman intrigued by the fluid 
drape of clothes on ancient Greek stat­
ues. After researching, teaching herself 
to weave, and much trial and error, she 
decided that the fabric had been woven 
with a silk warp and a wool weft. 

To help us get organized, here are 
some thoughts from East Penn Fiber 
Guild (Pennsylvania). Samples and notes 
from classes go into ziplock bags, to be 
filed with other reference material. Ref­
erence materials from fiber shows get 
stored in tote bags, one for each show; 
include catalogs, samples, handouts, and 
so forth. Make notes about items of in­
terest directly on the show program or 
on business cards from vendors (then 
stapled to the program) and store the an­
notated program in a plastic page-pro­
tector in a notebook. This serves as an 

easy reference when you want that spe­
cial fiber you saw at such and such a 
show. Simply flip to the appropriate page 
in the notebook and contact the vendor. 
Your samples and the catalog can be 
pulled from the tote bag as you need 
them. 

Williams Lake Spinners and Weavers 
(British Columbia, Canada) offer a way 
to play with color. Take your camera 
with you and try to capture different 
color combinations from nature. Then 
package your dyed fiber in color combi­
nations corresponding to a photo that 
you include for future reference. 

Mesa Fiber Arts Guild (Colorado) re­
lied on the expertise of a thrifty mem­
ber for a "Thrums As Mulch?" program. 
The program's organizer shared practi­
cal and not-so-practical ways to use 
thrums, odd ends of yarn, and bits of 
leftover fabric and invited other mem­
bers to bring examples of what they have 
done with tidbits, as well. 

A group project of the Central Ohio 
Weaver’s Guild involved spinning su-
perwash wool, dyeing a myriad of col-



ors, and weaving a blanket for a m em ­
ber expecting a new baby boy. Result: a 
gorgeous rich plaid, if the photograph 
(color-photocopied for their newsletter) 
is any indication!

The G enesee Valley Handspinners 
Guild (New York) had a "From Rags to 
R iches" challenge. Each participan t 
brought eight ounces of clean, washed 
wool, cotton, or linen  (thrum s or 
spinnable fibers) from sample cards, fiber 
stash, or wherever. The whole collec­
tion was sent to a carding mill for blend­
ing and upon return was divided among 
the participants to see w hat treasures 
could be created.

More and more spinners are using the 
In ternet. A m em ber of Spindrifters 
(Washington) recently searched AOL for 
felting and gathered lots of excellent in ­
formation for their newsletter.

If you know how to use them , dyes 
can give you unusual, easy effects. A re­
port from Tall Pines Weavers and Spin­
ners (Texas) tells how they broke the 
dye-use "ru les" and put chem istry to 
work in an interplay of structure, tex­
ture, and color. Four different w hite 
yarns—handspun silk, handspun m o­
hair, com m ercial co tton  boucle, and 
commercial synthetic—were plied and 
cabled. The skein was tossed into a pot 
w ith an aggressive shade of green Ciba 
Kiton dye, an acid dye intended for pro­
tein fibers. As expected, the cotton and 
the synthetic  rem ained w hite but the 
silk took up more of the blue end of the 
dye spectrum  w hile the m ohair took 
m ost of the green.

Spinners wanting to try various tex­
tile  tools w ithou t having to purchase 
them  might consider what a member of 
Spindles and Flyers (California) did. She 
placed a small ad in their newsletter ask­
ing to trade or loan tex tile  tools for 
things she hasn't tried.

"Fiber Travels" was a program topic 
for N orthw est Pennsylvania Spinners 
and Weavers Guild. Everyone was asked 
to bring a show -and-tell related to a 
w orkshop or conference they  had a t­
tended, or a fiber shop or farm they had 
visited. Each person spoke for a few min­
utes on her/his experiences.

Because the Wool and Wheel Hand­
spinners Guild (Arkansas) meets at the 
Shiloh Museum General Store, the group

decided to make small spindle and wool 
k its for the m useum  gift shop to sell, 
w ith all proceeds going to the museum.

Sunrise Spinning Guild (Michigan) 
expanded their spinning techniques and 
fiber skills at a recent, fun m eeting. 
Members warmed up by wearing rubber 
gloves while spinning; they had a bit of 
difficulty spinning Easter grass and then 
adding machine tape, but did quite well 
w ith cotton balls and with netting. The 
m ilkw eed w asn 't quite  ready, so tha t 
fiber w ill have to w ait u n til another 
time.

The Bayou Yam Benders (Louisiana) 
had a timely program by Beverly Duhan 
on "M edicinal Uses of H erbs." She 
learned many herbal remedies from her 
grandmother and incorporates several in 
her soaps and lotions.

A couple of hints from Columbia Fi­
bres Guild (Oregon): Liquid fabric soft­
ener, d iluted and sprayed lightly  on 
scoured wool, makes combing or card­
ing a pleasure. Fabric softener sheets 
placed in batts of carded wool, yarn, and 
other storage areas, deter moths.

And a tip from the Skagit Valley 
Weavers Guild (Washington): To harm ­
lessly rem ove odors from fabric, seal 
items in a plastic bag along with an open 
bag of old-fashioned, clay-type kitty l it­
ter. Leave in bag for two or more days, 
then wash.

Shore Fiber Arts Guild (New Jersey) 
plans a project management program for 
fiber people. "Eating Elephants and Deal­
ing w ith  UFOs" w ill be a forum -type 
program for sharing techniques in plan­
ning successfully completed projects as 
well as completing all the UnFinished 
Objects we all have stashed away.

The Greater Vancouver Weavers and 
Spinners Guild (British Columbia, Cana­
da) tried som ething a bit different for 
their Christmas Social. To support each 
other's work, they held a "by members, 
for m em bers only" sale of their own 
weaving, spinning, felting, and basketry.

When the Williamsburg Spinners and 
Weavers Guild (Virginia) finished the 
year with surplus money in the treasury, 
a recommendation was made to give the 
newsletter editor(s) free membership. 
Editing a newsletter is the single largest 
task  in  a guild, and often the effort is 
taken for granted. What a terrific way to

show appreciation for those w illing to 
tackle it! (Editor’s note: Other guilds 
might want to seriously consider adopt­
ing this expression of appreciation for 
their editors.)

For guilds w ith just the opposite sit­
uation—a shortage of funds—Spinners' 
Web (Pennsylvania) has som e ideas 
about allocating resources to the basics. 
One-third of the dues goes toward a do­
nation to the church where meetings are 
held. Another portion pays for copying 
and mailing the newsletter. Newsletters 
are brought to the meeting and given to 
everyone present; only absent members 
receive a newsletter by mail, which cuts 
postage considerably. Rem aining dues 
have been used over the years to pur­
chase two used spinning wheels and a 
drum carder for m em bers' use.

Several groups have w ritten for sug­
gestions on dealing w ith  dwindling 
m em bership. Never give up! Down  
Home Spinners (Colorado) originally or­
ganized in  1987. All bu t one m em ber 
m oved away, and she drove to other 
counties to attend fiber meetings. Now, 
because of increased interest, she and a 
friend have brought back the Down 
Home Spinners.

Tartans are not part of our usual men­
tal picture when we think of Hawaii. Yet 
the Hawaii Handweavers Hui plans to 
participate in a Hawaiian Tartan Design 
Contest, in conjunction w ith the Hawai­
ian Scottish Festival. The festival will 
recognize the cultural influence of peo­
ple of Scottish ancestry. Members of the 
Hui will also demonstrate spinning and 
weaving.

M embers of the Weavers and Spin­
ners Guild of Idaho Falls (Idaho) rang in 
the New Year w ith  an overnight spin- 
in. The group, including husbands and 
children, gathered for a potluck dinner, 
then  a night of spinning, followed by 
breakfast, more spinning, and a turkey 
dinner. Everyone brought sleeping bags 
and pillows. A separate room was set up 
for football junkies to do their thing in.

Heritage Village Spinners and 
Weavers Group (Texas) is part of a liv­
ing village that shows the day-to-day ac­
tivities of a small East Texas tow n one 
hundred years ago. M em bers dem on­
stra te  spinning and weaving to tour 
groups and on weekends.
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NEW LISTINGS
Note: In form ation  as o f D ecem ber 15, 1996; 
changes received  a fter th a t date w ill be in ­
cluded in  the  Sum m er issue.

California. Riverside County. Tri-Valley Fiber 
G uild, Sylvia M iller, 30595 Todd D rive, 
H om eland 92548.
Colorado. C olorado Springs. P ikes Peak 
Weavers Guild, PO Box 8104, 80933. 
Colorado. Elbert County. D ow n H om e Spin­
ners, PO Box 355, Kiowa 80117.
Connecticut. N e w  Hartford. Angora Artisans, 
Marjorie Sporie, 215 East C o tton  H ill Road, 
06057.
Indiana. Greencastle. Fleece and Fiber Guild, 
Barbara H u n tsm an , 3254 East US H ighw ay 
40, 56135.
Indiana. M iddlebury. H om espun Fiber Guild, 
Kathleen Backel, 15515 CR 20, 46540. 
Massachusetts. Halifax. H arlow  H ouse H er­
itage Crafters, Kathy Bowden, 80 Thom pson 
Street, 02338.
New Mexico. Albuquerque. Las Aranas Spin­
ners and Weavers Guild, Inc., PO Box 91225, 
87199.
North Carolina. A shev ille . Spinners, Shep­
herds, and W annabees. Lorri H elm s, 2 Lyn­
wood Road, 28804.
Pennsylvania. Pittsburgh. W ashington Spin­

ners and W eavers, Judy H arrison, 317 Case 
Drive, 15241.
Texas. Tyler County. H eritage Village Spin­
ners and Weavers Guild, Georgia A. Collins, 
201 W est Bluff, W oodville 75979.
Utah. Sou thern  U tah. "Second S aturday" 
Spinners/W eavers, Lin Spangler, 1776 South 
3000 East, N ew  H arm ony 84757.

CANADA
Ontario. Sim coe County. H uronia Spinners 
Guild, Sim coe C oun ty  M useum , RR No. 2, 
M inesing L0L 1Y0.

CHANGES
N e w  contact person and/or address, unless  
otherw ise noted.
California. San Jose. Serendipity  Spinners. 
Lisa Freise, 956 San Tom as A quino  Road, 
Cam pbell 95008.
Indiana. Brown County. C ountryside Spin­
ners and Weavers, Jan Halladay, 448 Freeman 
Ridge Road, N ashville 47448.
Indiana. LaFontaine. PawPaw Spinners; group 
disbanded.
Indiana. G oshen. H eritage Spinners and 
Weavers, Vicky Gibson, 58329 City Road 29, 
G oshen 46526. Change area served, contact, 
and address; form erly Middlebury.

Louisiana. N e w  O rleans. N ew  O rleans 
Weavers Guild, Brenda Harms, 105 West Clai­
borne Square, C halm ette  70043. 
Massachusetts. Hingham. South Shore Spin­
ners G uild , Sigrid Carey, PO Box 923, H u- 
m arock 02047.
Minnesota. M inneapolis/St. Paul. N orthern  
Lights H andsp inners G uild , P au line  Bold, 
10552 Thom as Avenue South, Bloom ington 
55431.
Oklahoma. Tulsa. Tulsa Handspinners Guild, 
D iana H artzm ann, 1203 South 110 East Av­
enue, 74128.
South Dakota. S io u x  Falls. C ross T hreads 
F iberw orks G uild, C hery l Schw arz, 28779 
473rd Avenue, Beresford 57004.
Texas. Fredericksburg. The Spinning Guild, 
PO Box 8, Stonewall 78671.
Texas. Lancaster. Over The W heel Gang, Eu­
nice Sandling M cM illan, 1412 W ilson Road, 
75146.
W isconsin. Fond du Lac. Serendipity  Spin­
ners, D yers and W eavers, R u th  M agyar, 
W7609 C t H T, 54937.
W yoming. R iverton . F rem ont F iber A rts  
Guild, Bobbie Burk, 8 D ailey Road, 82501. 
England. Lancashire. Fylde Heddles, Treadles, 
Pauline Mason, 43 Greenacres Ave, Kirkham, 
Preston, Lancashire PR4 2TX, England.

10th Fall Fiber Festival
and  Montpelier Sheep Dog Trials 

Saturday, Oct. 4, 1997 &
Sunday, Oct. 5,1997

Orange County Virginia, historic M ontpelier Estate 
Animal Exhibits, Sheep dog trials, juried craft show, 

demos/talks, food, skein, garment & fiber arts competition.

Featured artist: NORM AN KENNEDY
M aster spinner/weaver & singing storyteller.

For information:
Barbara Gentry, 939 Hammocks Gap Rd., Charlottesville VA 22911 

(804) 973-3734
•  Vendor Inquiries Invited •

WOOL Join in a Unique Odyssey 
to the Taos Wool Festival 

& Taos Trade Fair 
________  September 25-29. 1997
AT T A O S  r  '
See regional crafts and wool traditions. Enjoy scenic vistas, guided 
tours, lectures & warm hospitality of many cultures. Trip includes

4 nights at delightful Fechin Inn, lavish continental breakfasts, 
one lunch, three dinners, round trip transfers from Albuquerque 

Airport, all entrance fees, guide services & gratuities.
For m ore information: ARTOURS 1-800-582-9700 

Sponsored by: Wool Festival at Taos, Taos Trade Fair, Taos Travel

one of many classes offered 
July-Nov. ’97 at the Folk School

__JOHN C.
>IPBF]

Brasstown • North Carolina

Also: Spinning Colton; 
Focus on Silk; Rainbow Dyeing 

and more!
Week-Long & Weekend Classes Year-Round 

call for free cptalog
1-8 OO-FOLK SCH

1 - 8 0 0 - 3 6 5 - 5 7 2 4
Students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin welcome 
v .v .y v v .v .v .v v .v .v .v .v v .v v v v v v v v v v v v v v

L o c a te d  45  m in .  w e s t  o f  N ia g a r a  F a lls

Supplier of Majacrafi, Louet and Ashford spinning wheels, wool fleeces 
and yarn, Angora fibre, cotton roving, flax, Gaywool dyes 

Brittany knitting needles, crochet hooks, books.

Come spend the weekend with us at the farm and attend one 
of our getaway weekend workshops, in July and August. 

Spinning, (beg. and adv.), dyeing, basketry, felting etc.

We have a flock of over 65 longwools, Romney/Leicestcr, Cotswold X. Tunis, Tunis X

RR3, Wellandport, Ontario, Canada LOR 2J0 
Phone/Fax: (905) 386-6192 Email: JRobe 52383

Call fo r  hours &  directions
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SPIN  OFF IN D E X
V o l .  X I X ,  1 9 9 6

c o m p i l e d  b y  B o b b i e  I r w i n

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS
Sp spring
Su sum m er
F fall
W w inter
Pw plain weave
Tw tw ill
Dbw double weave
2H num ber of harnesses
K kn it
Cr crochet

AUTHOR/DESIGNER 
INDEX

ABBEY, Barbara
M odification of W ide Pointed Edging 

p a tte rn  from  Barbara A b b e y ’s K nitting  
Lace. Su:49 

ABRAMS, Charlene 
M other/daughter tee shirts. F:72, 73-74 
ABRAZADO, Melinda 
Looking for cotton. F:33 
ALLERTON, Marj 
Felted scarf. Su:84 
ALTERGOTT, Sharon 
Product news. Sp:l 19; Su:l 19; F: 119; W :119 
ANTOINE, Ron
Thoughts on old wheels. W:38-43 
BACH, Richard
Q uote from  Illusions: The A d ven tu ie s  o f a 

R eluctan t Messiah. W:22 
BAKER, Ella
Q ualities of w hite. Su:40-41 
BANNERMAN, Beatrice 
P ill-bottle co tton  shirt. F:65 
BARNES, Elizabeth 
Scrap-yarn swatches. Sp:50, 51 
BARTON, Alissa 
K nitted lace doilies. F:66-67 
BENTLEY-BAKER, Diane 
Spinbiotic—T he next step. Su:30 
BERNAT, EMILE AND SONS, CO.
P attern  s titch  from Bernat Handicrafter 

#57. Su:66 
BLAKE, Elaine
Scarf w ith  leno borders. Su:85 
BUCHANAN, Rita, and others 
M aking the m ost of your spinning wheel: 

The Lendrum. Sp:84-89 
COMBS, Vicki Leavitt 
M in iature yarn  basket. Sp:56, 57 
W eaving sm all pouches. Sp:62-65 
CONNER, Aimee Ford 
Entrelac vest. Su:56-57, 59 
COOK, Anne 
G reeting card. Sp:57, 58 
H andspun buttons. Sp:56, 57 
M ulticolor hanging. Sp:40 
CREAMER, Stacy 
M ohair/alpaca shawl. W:31

CUELLAR, Edith
A ll-natural sweater. Sp:40, 41 
CUMMER, Joan
A qiviut needle-lace shawl. Sp:76-77 
DAURELLE, Jude
Gloves from handspun: Totally tubular. 

W:54-62
The w isdom  of R uth Swanson. F:62-63 
DEMUTH, Laura
Boundweave rug and pillows. Sp:49 
DENNIS, K.
A ircell B lanket S titch  from  The Web. F:13 
DON, Sarah
Madeira and D iam ond  pattern  from 

The A rt o f Shetland  Lace. Su:47 
DOUGLAS, Susan Z.
W eek-and-a-day beret. W:52-53 
ELLIOT, Connie 
"P laid" vest. F:70-71 
EMMONS, Rachael H.
Book review: The C hildren’s Book of 

Knitting. F:97 
EVES, Mary Frances 
All from one plant. F:49 
FOURNIER, Jane 
W orking w ith  w hite. Su:42-43 
FOURNIER, Nola
Fiber basics: Texel, a personal experience.

F:10-14 
FRANCIS, Beverley 
Shetland-style scarf. Su:84 
FULLER, Judy 
Baby booties. Su:60, 66 
GAUSTAD, Stephenie 
Fleece was w hite  as . . . Su: 42-43 
An overview of your cotton  options. F:51 
GETTMANN, Marie
How to tune up your Indian charkha. F:64 
HALLMAN, Eileen
A rm 's-length spinning, or single-shuttle 

plaid. F:75 
HART, Anita L.
Crocheted potholder and pattern. Sp:54-55 
HEFTMANN, Erica 
Developing color skills. F:52-60 
HIGGINS, Beth
An A ustralian connection. F:114 
HILTS, Victor, and Patricia Hilts 
Why patent spinning wheels? Some 

additional thoughts. Sp:90-97 
HINES, Sallianne 
M aking angora felt. Sp: 66-74 
HOLCOMB, Michael 
A tale of the N ew  Jersey H istoric Spinning 

W heel Registry. Su:25-26 
HULTQUIST, Anna K.
The ups and downs of spinning a dream 

sweater. Su:66-68 
HUTCHISON, Jean
W hite-on-w hite coverlet. Su:68-72; F:92 

(correction)
IRWIN, Bobbie
Book review: Unraveling Fibers. F:97 
Video review: A  Beginner’s G uide to 

Traditional N a n tu cke t Rug Hooking.

F:99-100, 114 
JOHNSON, Deanna
C ounting sheep . . . T he Com puServe 

Fibercrafts Forum  sheep breeds 
spinning swap, 1995. Su:89-91 

JOHNSON, Debra Paulson 
M ixed-warp jacket. Sp:42, 46, 47 
JOLLEY, Ginger
Tapestries in  handspun. Su:38-39 
KELLER, Janice 
Silk shawl. Suxover, 44-50 
KERSHNER-VEAL, Josephine 
Hanger cover and sachet bag. F:69-70 
KLINECT, Ann
Spinners' connection. Sp:20-21;

Su:113-115; F :109-l 10, 112; W:90-91 
Spinners' connection: G roups and gather­

ings, annual sum m ary. W:97-98, 100, 
103, 105, 107, 109, 111, 113, 115, 117 

KUBAT, Julia
Pattern  for knitted , felted hat. W:65 
LAMB, Sara
Silk and color. Fxover, 20-22 
LASTER, Martha 
C rocheted placem ats. F:68-69 
LEWIS, Susanna E.
K nitted lace pa tte rn  adapted from  Knitting  

Lace: A  W orkshop w ith  Patterns and  
Projects. W:60 

LINDBERG, Maria 
H arvesting angora. Sp:70 
P atterns for insoles and glove liners.

Sp:71-73, 74 
U sing angora. Sp:74 
LIPPER, Pam
H andspun, handw oven nuggets. Su:52, 53 
LOGUE, Maury
Im proving your drum  card. Su:99-100 
LYTLE, Camille Mower 
H andspun hair bungees. Sp:60-61 
MASON, Lynn DeRose 
Silk stockings and teddy. Su:52, 54-56 
MON TRICOT
B utterfly  S titch  from  M on Tricot K nitting  

D ictionary: 1030 Stitches and  Patterns. 
Su:56 

MORAN, Chris 
T iny m ittens. Sp:56, 57 
MORONEY, Anne-Marie 
Headbands. Sp:58
N atural-colored co tton  w allhanging.

F:67-68 
MURPHY, Marilynn 
P atte rn  for crocheted bungees from  

G ood H ousekeeping. Sp:61 
NETTLES, Sharon 
M ohair/angora shawl. W:30, 31 
NISSEN, Beverly
K nitting handspun co tton  sw eaters. F:80-85 
OWEN, Martha
Persis Grayson: M y fairy spinm other.

Sp:26-28 
PAIGE, Kris 
N eedle holders. Sp:58 
Taking spinning public. Su:31
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PALUDIN, Lis
C ircular crochet tip  from  Crochet:

H istory and  Technique. Sp:38 
PETRINI, Marcy 
"Jackie" puppet. W:65 
A knitted , felted hat. W:64-65 
PETTIGREW, Dale
Book review: H o w  to Spin a R abbit. F:114 
Book review: A  L itter o f K n ittin ’ K ittens  

Sp:36
N ew sletter review: The Spinning W heel 

Sleuth. Sp:35-36 
SOAR: T he Spin■ O ff A u tu m n  Retreat, 

a history. W :20-22 
PIETTE, Kerri Keeler 
Color study. F: 16-17 
POWELL, Robert B.
K nitted triangular lace shawls. W :30-37 
PULLIAM, Deborah
Book review: E thnic Socks and Stockings 

W:9
Book review: M innow K nits. F:99 
Book review: N ava jo  and  Hopi D yes F'97 

99
Early m itteyns: Two bags. Sp:16-18 
H am pshire vest. Su:58, 59, 61, 66 
S eventeenth-century-style m itteyns. Sp:19 
Spin-Off: T he first tw en ty  years. W:16-19 
Video review: K nitting  A ro u n d  Video 

Series. Sp:36 
RALPH, William
The care and repair of accelerating spinning 

heads. Su:32-35 
RANSOM, Betty
Spinning co tton  in  N ew  Zealand. F:77 
RAPP, Sharon 
Knitting pins. Sp:56, 57 
RECTOR, Gika
Gladys Clark: A cadian spinner. F:38-45 
REGENSBURGER, Erika 
Solar-dyed afghan. Sp: 47-48 
RHOADES, Carol
Book review: Spinning Wool: B eyond the  

Basics. Sp:35 
ROBSON, Deborah 
Book review: K nitting  in  Am erica:

Patterns, Profiles, and  S tones o f 
A m erica ’s Leading Artisans. W:8 

The charkha road. W:74-80 
Dine be 'Iina': The Navajo lifeway. W:82-84 
Editor's page. Sp:2; Su:2; F:2; W:2 
ROSA, Lynn
Dean's coat of colored th rum s. Sp:46-47, 48 
RUSSELL, Janet
Star Tam  from  H om espun, H andknit.

Sp:50, 52 
SIDES, Charles R.
"Sanquar C heck D evolved" vest. F:86-88 
SIROTA, Judith
Book review: W o m en ’s Work: The First 

20,000 Years. W:9, 15 
SKOY, Mary
Sweater of m any squares. Sp:40-41, 42 
SPANOS, Mary
Book review: Creating O riginal Hand- 

k n itte d  Lace. W:8-9 
Shy N orw egian cardigan. Su:78-81 
Why w hite? Su:40-41 
SQUARE, Vicki
A kn itter's  com panion, excerpt from 

The K nitter's C om panion. Su:94-95

STEVENS, Edith
Book review: Shepherdess: N otes from  the 

Field. Sp:36 
SULT, Marilyn Rishel 
Cigar-box charkha. W:66-70 
SUMPTION, Harold L.
A dventures in  growing cotton. F:30-32 
TATTERSALL, Dianne 
Scarf exchange, A ustralian-style. Su:84-86 
TAYLOR, Judy
Traditional hooked rug. Sp:48, 49 
THOMPSON, Meta 
T hree draw string bags. Sp:38-39 
THORNE, Sylvia Newton  
Spinning w heel spin-off. Su: 102-105 
W oolgathering. Su: 106-109 
TONRY, Vera
Book review: H ow  N ik k i Shared H er Coat. 

W:15
Book review: K nitting  w ith  Dog Hair. W:15 
Book review: Putting on the Dog. WT5 
TURNER, Jill
As the w heel turns: Confessions of a fiber 

junkie. Su:82-83 
As the  w heel turns: Flax and silk noil. 

F:46-47
As the w heel turns: Jacob's fleece.

Sp:101-102 
As the w heel turns: Loving to spin.

W:88-89 
van de GOHM, Richard 
Q uotes from  A n tiq u e  M aps for the 

Collector. Sp:2 
VAN ORD, Kay
C rocheted potholder pattern. Sp:54 
Pure co tton  blanket. F:71, 73 
VAUGHAN, Jacquie 
N atural green sweater. F:74-75 
WALKER, Barbara G.
Fancy Lozenge pattern  from  A  Second  

Treasury o f K nitting  Patterns. F:12 
Irish K not pattern  from A  Second Treasury 

o f K nitting  Patterns. F:13 
Lace R ibbon  pattern  from  A  Second  

Treasury o f K nitting  Patterns. Su:55 
O ld Shale s titch  from A  Treasury of 

K nitting  Patterns. Sp:47 
Rose Trellis Lace pattern  (modified) from 

A Treasury o f K nitting  Patterns. Su:48 
Sanquar C heck  pattern  from  A  Treasury of 

K nitting  Patterns. F:88 
WATERMAN, Martha 
Sm allest Points pattern  from Traditional 

K nitted  and Lace Shawls. F:70 
WELLENKAMP, Linda 
A super-soft baby sw eater from  Snowberry 

Finnsheep. Su:74-76 
WILLIAMS, Kathy
Progress and priorities: Always a question 

of balance. W:86-87 
ZAWISTOSKI, Patsy Sue 
C om m on questions about spinning cotton. 

F:76-79

SUBJECT INDEX
AFGHANS, BLANKETS & THROWS, 

see also  Coverlets 
Pure cotton  blanket. 4H; Dbw (Van Ord).

F: 71, 73

Solar-dyed afghan. K (Regensburger).
S p :47^8  

ALLERGIES, see Health & Safety 
ANGORA RABBIT 
Entrelac vest. K (Conner). Su:56-57, 59 
H arvesting angora. Sp:70 
M aking angora felt. Felting (Hines).

Sp:66-74 
Using angora. Sp:74 
ASSOCIATIONS, see Guilds, Groups, 

Associations, etc.
BABIES & CHILDREN, PROJECTS BY 

AND FOR 
Baby booties. K (Fuller). Su:60, 66 
Letters. Su:117
A super-soft baby sw eater from  Snowberry 

Finnsheep. C (Wellenkamp). Su:74-76 
BAGS
Hanger cover and sachet bag. K 

(Kershner-Veal). F:69-70 
Silk and color. 2H, 4H ; Pw, K (Lamb).

F:cover, 20-22 
T hree draw string bags. Cr (Thompson). 

Sp:38-39
Weaving sm all pouches. Off-loom; Pw 

(Combs). Sp:62-65 
BLANKETS, see Afghans, Blankets & 

Throws 
BLENDS & BLENDING 
As the w heel turns: Flax and silk noil.

F:46-47 
Avoiding color streaks. F:91 
Entrelac vest. K (Conner). Su:56-57, 59 
Letters. F:90, 92 
BLOUSES & SHIRTS 
M other/daughter tee shirts. K (Abrams).

F:72, 73-74 
P ill-bottle co tton  shirt. 2H, 4H ; Pw 

(Bannerman). F:65 
BOOKS, PERIODICALS, VIDEOS & 

REVIEWS
Barber, Elizabeth Wayland. W om en’s Work: 

The First 20,000 Years. W:9, 15 
Bryan, N onabah G., and M ary-Russell 

Ferrell Colton. N avajo and  Hopi Dyes 
F:97, 99

Crolius, Kendall, and A nne M ontgom ery.
K nitting  w ith  Dog Hair. W:15 

Eaton, Jil. M innow K nits. F:99 
Ellison, Joan Jarvis. Shepherdess: N otes  

from  the Field. Sp:36 
Falick, M elanie D. K nitting  in  Am erica: 

Patterns, Profiles, and  Stories o f 
A m erica ’s Leading A rtisans. W:8 

Feldman-Wood, Florence, ed. The Spinning  
W heel Sleuth  (period.). Sp:35-36 

Field, Anne. Spinning Wool: B eyond the 
Basics. Sp:35; F: 114 

Gibson-Roberts, Priscilla. Ethnic Socks 
and Stockings. W:9 

Juusola, D etta. H ow  N ik k i Shared Her 
Coat. W:15 

Keeler, Patricia A., and Francis X. McCall, 
Jr. Unraveling Fibers. F:97 

Kroll, Carol. Putting  on the Dog. W:15 
M essent, Jan. The C hildren’s Book o f 

Knitting. F:97 
Rather, M arty B. A Litter o f K n ittin ’ 

Kittens. Sp:36 
Spin-Off: The first tw enty  years. W:16-19
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Stove, M argaret. Creating Original H and- 
k n itte d  Lace. W:8-9 

Taylor, ludy. A  Beginner’s G uide to Tradi­
tional N a n tu ck e t Rug H ooking  (video). 
F:99-100, 114 

von A m m on, Helen. H ow  to Spin a Rabbit. 
F:114

Z im m erm ann, Elizabeth, and Meg
Swansen. K nitting  A round  Video Series. 
Sp:36

BUSINESS, see Marketing 
BUTTONS
Very sm all projects. Sp:56-58 
CAPS, see Hats & Caps 
CARDS & CARDING, see also Equipment 

& Supplies; Fibers, Preparation of; 
Greeting Cards 

Avoiding color streaks. F:91 
Gladys Clark: Acadian spinner. F:38-45 
Im proving your drum  card. Su:99-100 
Letters. Sp:3-4 
Tips & techniques. Su:119 
CHARKHAS, see also Equipment & 

Supplies 
The charkha road. W:74-80 
C harkha theory. W:71-72 
Cigar-box charkha. W:66-70 
How to tune up your Indian charkha. F:64 
CHENILLE 
Letters. F:101
CHILDREN, see Babies & Children, 

Projects By and For 
CHRISTMAS, see Holiday Projects 
CLARK, GLADYS
Gladys Clark: Acadian spinner. F:38-45
COATS & JACKETS
Dean's coat [and hat] of colored thrum s.

Tw, K (Rosa). Sp:46-47, 48 
M ixed-warp jacket. 2H, 4H ; Pw (Johnson).

Sp:42, 46, 47 
COLOR, see also Dyes & Dyeing 
A rm 's-length spinning, or single-shuttle 

plaid. 2H, 4H ; Pw (Hallman). F:75 
Avoiding color streaks. F:91 
Color study. K (Piette). F: 16—17 
Developing color skills. F:52-60 
Fleece was w hite  as . . . Su:42-43 
H am pshire vest. K (Pulliam). Su:58, 59,

61, 66
"Plaid" vest. 2H, 4H; Pw (Elliott). F:70-71
Q ualities of w hite. Su:40-41
Silk and color. 2H, 4H ; Pw, K (Lamb).

F: cover, 20-22 
W hy white? Su:40-41 
W orking w ith  w hite. Su:42-43 
COLUMNS & DEPARTMENTS 
A dvertisers' index. Sp:127; Su:127; F:128; 

W:128
Books & Videos. Sp:35-36; F:97, 99-100, 

114; W: 8-9, 15 
Calendar. Sp:29-30; Su:18-19; F:103-105, 

107; W:12, 14 
Classifieds. Sp:120-127; Su:120-127;

F: 121—12,7; W:121-128 
Editor's page. Sp:2; Su:2; F:2; W:2 
H andspun gallery. Sp:40-42, 46-49;

Su:52-61, 66-72; F:66-75 
Letters. Sp:3-4, 10, 12, 14; Su:3, 6, 112, 117;

F:3, 90, 92, 101; W:3, 7-8 
Product news. Sp:l 19; Su:l 19; F: 119; W:119 
Spinners' connection. Sp:20-21;

Su.: 113—115; F :109-l 10, 112, 114; 
W:90-91

Spinners' connection: Groups and gather­
ings, annual sum m ary. W:97-98, 100, 
103, 105, 107, 109, 111, 113, 115, 117 

Spinner's question. Sp:128; Su:128; F:91; 
W:93-94

Spin-O ff Index, Vol. XIX, 1995. Sp:105, 
107-109, 111, 113, 115-116 

Tips & techniques. S u : l l l ,  119; F: 117 
COMPUTERS
C ounting sheep . . . The Com puServe 

Fibercrafts Forum  sheep breeds 
spinning swap, 1995. Su:90-91 

Letters. F:3
O n-line resources for spinners, knitters, 

and weavers. Su:87 
Spinners' connection. F: 110 
CONFERENCES
Sheep is Life: A celebration of Navajo- 

Churro shepherds and weavers. W:85 
SOAR: The Spin- O ff A u tum n Retreat, 

a history. W:20-22 
CORMO
Baby booties. K (Fuller). Su:60, 66 
COTTON
A dventures in  growing cotton. F:30-32 
All from one plant. F:49 
A rm 's-length spinning, or single-shuttle 

plaid. 2H, 4H; Pw (Hallman). F:75 
C om m on questions about spinning cotton. 

F: 76-79
C rocheted placem ats. C (Laster). F:68-69 
Editor's page. F:2
Gladys Clark: Acadian spinner. F:38-45 
Hanger cover and sachet bag. K 

(Kershner-Veal). F:69-70 
K nitted lace doilies. K (Barton). F:66-67 
K nitting handspun cotton  sweaters. K 

(Nissen). F:80-85 
Looking for cotton. F:33 
M other/daughter tee shirts. K (Abrams).

F:72, 73-74 
Natural-colored cotton  wallhanging. 

F:67-68
N atural green sweater. K (Vaughan).

F: 74-75
An overview of your cotton  options. F:51 
Pill-bottle cotton  shirt. 2H, 4H ; Pw 

(Bannerman). F:65 
"Plaid" vest. 2H, 4H; Pw (Elliott). F:70-71 
Pure cotton  blanket. 4H; Dbw (Van Ord). 

F:71, 73
"Sanquar C heck Devolved" vest. K (Sides).

F:2, 86-88 
Spinning co tton  in  N ew  Zealand. F:77 
COVERLETS, see also Afghans, Blankets 

& Throws
W hite-on-white coverlet. 4H, K; Overshot, 

lace (Hutchison). Su:68-72; F:92 
(correction)

CROCHET & CROCHET PATTERNS 
Aircell B lanket Stitch. C (Dennis). F:13 
All from one plant. F:49 
Crocheted placem ats. C (Laster). F:68-69 
Crocheted potholders and other ideas. Cr 

(Van Ord, Hart). Sp:54-55 
Fiber basics: Texel. K, C (N. Fournier). 

F:10-14
H andspun hair bungees. Cr (Lytle).

Sp: 60-61

Letters. Sp:10; Su:117
A super-soft baby sw eater from  Snowberry 

Finnsheep. C (W ellenkamp). Su:74-76 
Three draw string bags. Cr (Thompson). 

Sp:38-39
DEMONSTRATING, see also Teaching 
As the w heel tu rns: Jacob's fleece.

Sp:101-102 
"Sanquar C heck D evolved" vest. K (Sides).

F:2, 86-88 
Spinbiotic—The next step. Su:30 
Spinning w heel spin-off. Su:102-105 
Taking spinning public. Su:31 
The w isdom  of R u th  Swanson. F:62-63 
DOG HAIR
As the w heel turns: Confessions of a fiber 

junkie. Su:82-83 
DOILIES
K nitted lace doilies. K (Barton). F:66-67 
DOLLS & TOYS 
"Jackie" puppet. W:65 
DYES & DYEING
As the w heel turns: Flax and silk  noil. 

F:46-47
C om m on questions about spinning cotton. 

F: 76-79
Fleece was w hite  as . . . Su:42-43 
M ulticolor hanging. K (Cook). Sp:40 
"Plaid" vest. 2H, 4H ; Pw (Elliott). F:70-71 
Solar-dyed afghan. K (Regensburger). 

Sp:47-48
Three draw string bags. Cr (Thompson). 

Sp:38-39
Tips for kn ittin g  w ith  sm all am ounts of 

yarn. Sp:50-53 
EDUCATION, see also Teaching 
As the w heel tu rns: Jacob's fleece.

Sp:101-102 
Letters. Su:l 17
Persis Grayson: My fairy spinm other.

Sp:26-28 
Scholarship funds. Su:2 
Spinbiotic—The next step. Su:30 
Taking spinning public. Su:31 
EMBROIDERY
A qiviut needle-lace shawl. N eedle lace 

(Cummer). Sp:76-77 
EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES, see also 

specific types, e.g. Spinning Wheels, 
Cards & Carding 

The care and repair of accelerating spinning 
heads. Su:32-35 

The charkha road. W:74-80 
C harkha theory. W :71-72 
Cigar-box charkha. W:66-70 
C om m on questions about spinning cotton.

F: 76-79 
Editor's page. W:2
Gladys Clark: A cadian spinner. F:38-45 
How to tune up your Indian charkha. F:64 
Im proving your drum  card. Su:99-100 
Letters. Sp:3-4, 10, 12; Su:112; F:7, 90; W:7 
M aking the  m ost of your spinning wheel: 

The Lendrum . Sp:84-89 
N eedle holders. K (Paige). Sp:58 
Product news. Sp:119; Su:119; F:119; W:119 
Spinner's question. Su:128 
A tale of the N ew  Jersey H istoric Spinning 

W heel Registry. Su:25-26 
T houghts on old wheels. F:38-43 
Tips &. techniques. S u : l l l ,  119; F: 117
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D i s c o v e r  W o o d l a n d  W o o l w o r k s

W e  h e l p  s p in n e r s ,  k n i t t e r s  a n d  w e a v e r s  e n j o y  t h e i r  c r a f t .

LACE BOOKS
Art of Shetland Lace......................... $26.95
Barbara Abbey’s Knitting Lace........$25.95
Creating Orig. Hand-Knit Lace, Stove$29.95
Knitting Lace, Lew is......................... $24.95
Shetland Lace, Amedro....................$29.95

LACE NEEDLES
Double Point Knitting Needles, set of 5 
Skacel Steel, 8 inch, #0000 thru #0 .. $6.70 
Skacel Steel, 12 inch, #000, 0, 1, 2 . . .  $6.70 
Inox Steel, 8 inch, #0000 thru # 0 ..... $4.50

Circular Needles, Skacel (addi Turbo) 
Cable lengths of 16, 20, 24, 32, 40, 47 inches
Size 000 -$10.10; Sizes 0, 1, 2 .......$7.65

Inox Steel Circular 16,24,29 40 inch 
Sizes 0 thru 5 .................................... $5.85

Crochet Hooks w/ cover, addi Turbo . $4.75 
Sizes 16, 14, 12, 10, 8, 6

X------------------------------------------------------------------------ \

Soft Lusterous Colorful 
Australian Merino Tops!

QUICK-SPIN WOOL

C o m p le te  S a m p le  S e t  - $ 1 0  
Dealer inquiries invited

Woodland Woolworks
P.O. Box 400 
Yamhill, OR 97148 
Voice/fax:503-662-3641 
woolwrks@teleport.com
Orders: 800-547-3725

WOODLAND
WOOLWORKS

SPINNING FIBERS
Cashmere/Tussah Silk, 50/50, 4 oz $30.80 
Superfine Merino, 80s, white, 8 oz .. $11.60 
Merino/Silk/Angora, 50/30/20, 4 oz. $15.60 
Alpaca/Merino/Silk, 50/30/20, 4 oz. ..$8.60
Alpaca/Tussah, 70/30, 4 oz................$9.40
Extra-fineMerino/Cult.Silk,50/50,4 oz.$15.00 
Cultivated Silk B rick......................... $17.60

EQUIPMENT

Sc Q f ,  English Wool Combs
finely crafted from teak 
and stainless steel and 
starting at:

woo1. $250
Spinning wheels and Accessories by
Ashford, Fricke, Forestville, Lendrum, Louet, 
Majacraft, Reeves, Schacht, Timbertops.

Earn “Craft Cash” for free accessories, 
books and fibers when you buy your 
Ashford spinning wheel from us.

Ashford Lace Flyer:
Basic(flyer, maidens, bobbins)..... $90.00
Complete(add maiden bar, hinges). $120.00 

Lendrum Very Fast Flyer............... $110.00

Competitive pricing always! 
Check with us before you buy

72 pg catalog - $3.00
F R E E  S H I P P I N G :  o r d e r s  o v e r  $ 1 0 0

mailto:woolwrks@teleport.com


R O Y A JL E  H A R E ’S
W i n e  C o u n t r y  C o l o r s !

We dye o u r ow n co lors on: 
• silk “ bells” & “ hankies”

• silk combed top
• merino combed top

• mohair locks
• “ fi restar”

THE
SUPPORT SPINDLE

• portable
• efficient
• affordable

ROYALE HARE
946 Lodi Street 

Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
(707) 579-2344 

(800) 494-HARE (4273)

Catalog $ 1.50 • Catalog & Samples $5.00

Spinning Wheels • Drum Carders 
Wool & Cotton Carders 

Drop Spindles 
Natural and Dyed Wool

FREE CATALOG
Wool Sam ples $2 .00

D ealer In q u irie s  W elcom ed

CLEMES & CLEMES, in c .
650 San P ablo  A venue 

Pinole, California 94564 

(510) 724-2036

SpinTech
The WoolRoom and Miller Hill Limited 

present the new SpinTech electric spinner.

We have successfully reinvented the wheel!
/ NO MAINTENANCE V 4,000 RPM FLYER
/ NO ADJUSTMENTS / SEALED BALL BEARINGS
/ NO LUBRICATION / QUIET 150-WATT MOTOR
/ QUICK-CHANGE BOBBINS / FOOT SPEED CONTROL
/ 8-OUNCE BOBBIN CAPACITY / 13 POUNDS COMPLETE
/ IMMERSIBLE BOBBINS / VERY, VERY PORTABLE

The SpinTech with speed control, Lazy Kate,
4 bobbins and fitted carrying case is $750.

the WoolRoom
Joe's Hill Road, Brewster, Hew York 10509 • 914-279-7627

W s ° : i  f t

1130 WEISS ST. 
FRANKENMUTH, MI 48734  

517-652-2920  
KATE & GARY ZEILINGER

85  Years o f  Experience  Our staff and up-to-date carding machinery provides our wool customers with a product that is “Second to None”!
10% D iscount on 1 0 0  lbs. or more!

SPRING SPECIAL PROCESSING RATES: 
April 1 to June 1, 1 9 9 7

1) Your Raw Fleece processed for comforters, quilts, 
mattress pads and pillows: 5 lbs. or more — $ 3 .6 5  per lb.

2) Your Raw Fleece processed for roving and spinning batts:
5 lbs. or more — $ 3 .9 0  per lb.

3) Your Raw Mohair, Llama, Alpaca and other Fine Wools 
processed for roving: 5 lbs. or more — $ 4 .7 5  per lb.

4) Your Prewashed Wool for comforters, quilts, mattress pads 
and pillows: 3 lbs. or more — $ 3 .2 5  per lb.

5) Your Prewashed Wool processed for roving or spinning 
batts: 3 lbs. or more — $ 3 .5 0  per lb.

6) Your Prewashed Mohair, Llama, Alpaca and Fine Wools 
processed for roving: 3 lbs. or more — $ 4 .2 5  per lb.

7) Your Raw Fleece processed for Combed Tops:
25 lbs. or more (Med.-Coarse) - $ 8 .0 0  per lb.

(Fine) - $ 1 0 .0 0  per lb.
8) Your Prewashed Wool for Combed Tops:

15 lbs. or more (Med.-Coarse) - $ 7 .0 0  per lb.
(Fine) - $ 8 .0 0  per lb.
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Weave-It loom s: G one b u t n o t forgotten. 
Sp:44-45; Su:3, 6, 117 (correction]; F:92; 
W:7

W eaving sm all pouches. Off-loom,- Pw 
(Combs). Sp:62-65 

Why p a ten t spinning wheels? Some 
additional thoughts. Sp:90-97 

ERRATA
Weave-It loom s (Sp96:44-45). Su:3, 6, 117 
W hite-on-w hite coverlet (Su96:68-72).F:92 
ETHNIC SPINNING
D ine be 'Iina: T he Navajo lifeway. W :82-84 
Gladys Clark: A cadian spinner. F:38-45 
Progress and priorities: A lways a question 

of balance. W :86-87 
Sheep is Life: A celebration  of Navajo- 

Churro shepherds and weavers. W:95 
EXCHANGES
C ounting sheep . . . T he Com puServe 

Fibercrafts Forum  sheep breeds 
spinning swap, 1995. Su:90-91 

Scarf exchange, A ustralian-style. Su:84-86 
FELT & FELTING 
Early m itteyns: Two bags. Sp:16-18 
Felted scarf. Felting (Allerton). Su:84 
A knitted , felted hat. K, felting (Petrini). 

W:64-65
M aking angora felt. Felting (Hines). 

Sp:66-74
Patterns for felt insole, toe-w arm er, and 

glove liners. Felting (Lindberg).
Sp:71-73, 74 

FIBERS, BLENDED, see Blends & Blending 
FIBERS, CHARACTERISTICS OF 
Adventures in  growing cotton. F:30-32 
Fiber basics: Texel. K, C (N. Fournier). 

F:10~14
Gladys Clark: A cadian spinner. F:38-45 
H am pshire vest. K (Pulliam). Su:58, 59, 61, 

66
Knitting handspun co tton  sw eaters. K 

(Nissen). F:80-85 
An overview of your co tton  options. F:51 
A super-soft baby sw eater from  Snowberry 

Finnsheep. C (Wellenkamp). Su:74-76 
FIBERS, DOWN
Gloves from  handspun: Totally tubular. K 

(Daurelle). W:54-62 
Ham pshire vest. K (Pulliam). Su:58, 59, 61, 

66
FIBERS, PREPARATION OF
A rm 's-length spinning, or single-shuttle 

plaid. 2H, 4H ; Pw (Hallman). F:75 
As the w heel turns: Flax and silk noil. 

F:46-47
Fiber basics: Texel. K, C (N. Fournier).

F: 10— 14
Gladys Clark: Acadian spinner. F:38-45 
Letters. Sp:3-4
Spinner's question  [pills]. W :93-94 
A super-soft baby sw eater from  Snowberry 

Finnsheep. C (W ellenkamp). Su:74-76 
Three draw string bags. Cr (Thompson).

Sp:38-39 
FIBERS, SELECTION OF 
Fiber basics: Texel. K, C (N. Fournier).

F: 10—14 
FINISHING
Com m on questions about spinning cotton. 

F: 76-79

K nitted  triangular lace shawls. K 
(Powell). F:30-37 

K nitting  handspun co tton  sweaters. K 
(Nissen). F:80-85 

Spinner's question  [pills]. W:93-94 
FINN
A super-soft baby sw eater from  Snowberry 

Finnsheep. C (Wellenkamp). Su:74-76 
FLAX
As the w heel turns: Flax and silk noil.

F:46-47 
GLOVES & MITTENS 
C ashm ere lace gloves pattern . K 

(Lewis/Daurelle). W:60 
Early m itteyns: Two bags. Sp:16-18 
Gloves from  handspun: Totally tubular. K 

(Daurelle). W:54-62 
P atterns for felt insole, toe-warm er, and 

glove liners. Felting (Lindberg).
Sp:71-73, 74 

Seventeenth-century-style m itteyns. K 
(Pulliam). Sp:19 

Silk and color. 2H, 4H ; Pw, K (Lamb).
F: cover, 20-22 

T iny m ittens. K (Moran). Sp:56, 57 
Tips for kn itting  w ith  sm all am ounts of 

yarn. Sp:50-53 
GRAYSON, PERSIS 
Persis Grayson: My fairy spinm other.

Sp: 26-28 
GREETING CARDS 
Very sm all projects. Sp:56-58 
GROUPS, see Guilds, Groups,

Associations, etc.
GUILDS, GROUPS, ASSOCIATIONS, ETC. 
As the  w heel turns: Jacob's fleece.

Sp:101-102 
An A ustralian connection. F:114 
C ounting sheep . . . The CompuServe 

Fibercrafts Forum  sheep breeds 
spinning swap, 1995. Su:90-91 

Letters. Su:3; Su:117; F:3 
O n-line resources for spinners, kn itters, and 

weavers. Su:87 
Progress and priorities: Always a question 

of balance. W:86-87 
Scarf exchange, Australian-style. Su:84—86 
SOAR: The Spin-O ff A u tum n Retreat, a 

history. W:20-22 
Spinbiotic—The next step. Su:30 
Spinners' connection. Sp:20-21;

Su:113-115; F: 109—110, 112, 114;
W: 90-91

Spinners' connection: Groups and gather­
ings, annual sum m ary. W:97-98, 100, 
103, 105, 107, 109, 111, 113, 115, 117 

Spinning wheel spin-off. Su: 102-105 
The w isdom  of R uth  Swanson. F:62-63 
HAMPSHIRE
H am pshire vest. K (Pulliam). Su:58, 59, 61, 

66
HANGER COVERS
Hanger cover and sachet bag. K (Kershner- 

Veal). F:69-70 
HANGINGS 
All from one plant. F:49 
G inger Jolley: Tapestries in handspun. 

Su:38-39
M ulticolor hanging. K (Cook). Sp:40 
N atural-colored cotton wallhanging.

F:67-68

HATS & CAPS
D ean's coat [and hat] of colored th rum s.

Tw, K (Rosa). Sp:46^t7, 48 
A knitted , felted hat. K, felting (Petrini). 

W:64-65
Star Tam  pattern . K (Russell). Sp:50, 52 
Week-and-a-day beret. K (Douglas).

W:52-53
HEADBANDS
H andspun hair bungees. C r (Lytle).

Sp:60-61 
Headbands. K (Moroney). Sp:58 
HEALTH & SAFETY 
Letters. W:3, 7 
HISTORY
T he care and repair of accelerating 

spinning heads. Su:32-35 
C om m on questions about spinning cotton. 

F: 76-79
Early m itteyns: Two bags. Sp: 16—18 
Fiber basics: Texel. K, C (N. Fournier). 

F:10-14
Gladys Clark: Acadian spinner. F:38-45 
Letters. F:3, 92, 101 
SOAR: The Spin-O ff A u tum n Retreat, 

a history. W:20-22 
Spinning w heel spin-off. Su: 102-105 
Spin-Off: T he first tw enty  years. W: 16-19 
A tale of the N ew  Jersey H istoric Spinning 

W heel Registry. Su:25-26 
Thoughts on old wheels. F:38-43 
Why paten t spinning wheels? Some 

additional thoughts. Sp:90-97 
W oolgathering. Su: 106-109 
HOLIDAY PROJECTS 
Very sm all projects. Sp:56-58 
HOOKING
Traditional hooked rug. H ooking (Taylor).

Sp:48, 49 
HUMOR
As the w heel turns: Confessions of a fiber 

junkie. Su:82-83 
As the w heel turns: Flax and silk  noil. 

F:46-47
As the wheel turns: Loving to  spin.

W:88-89 
Letters. Su:l 12; F:90, 92 
Persis Grayson: My fairy spinm other. 

Sp:26-28
The w isdom  of R uth Swanson. F:62-63 
INDEXES
Advertisers' index. Sp:127; Su:127; F:128; 

W:128
Spin-O ff Index, Vol. XIX, 1995. Sp:105, 

107-109, 111, 113, 115-116 
INSOLES
M aking angora felt. Felting (Hines). 

Sp:66-74
Patterns for felt insole, toe-warm er, and 

glove liners. Felting (Lindberg). 
Sp:71-73, 74 

JACKETS, see Coats & Jackets 
JEWELRY
Very sm all projects. Sp:56-58 
KNITTING & KNITTING PATTERNS
A ll-natural sweater. K (Cuellar). Sp:40, 41 
Baby booties. K (Fuller). Su:60, 66 
B utterfly Stitch. K (Mon Tricot). Su:56 
C ashm ere lace gloves pattern . K 

(Lewis/Daurelle). W:60 
Color study. K (Piette). F: 16-17
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FIN E FIB ER S

Treat yjmwself 
ta S m iie tfm ig  

Tactile!

' Tull Sample Catalog,
y a m  a n d  f ib e r  -  $15.00. 

m m m £r 100 &ample&

Lamb&pim “Bulky, Club
Special SauingA  an bullk m a il order! 

IRgceiue y a m  a n d  ‘fib e r  &ample& 
p lm  necmJetter b irnum tM tyfar aiae- year. 

Cla&es-autSy, te&t m arketing  — the very, 
jine& t a fla m h & jn in  products.

$ 7. 00/year $18.00/3 years

O rder ‘Now! 
1-800-558-5262

tf)

1101 Ta&t lin o d n  cAa&. • Tt. Calling, CO 80524-
O O M ^A O  • s p u a i a  1H!S/°UM3N • s a p e q s '

The Finest Original Woven Labels Since 1846

<ym 'HVowen

3 2 1 3 3 1  Circle style desired above. Q sfiD

Circle choice. Not available with style E or F. ~§|

l  m m  l a i c S m NO
MOTIF

COLORS I Circle one for lettering, one for 
background below. 6. PRICING

LETTERING LABEL BACKGROUND 36 labels for S21.00

RED. GOLD LUREX
WHITE, CREAM, GREY, BLACK, 
GREEN, NAVY____________________

72 labels for $27.50

GREEN, YELLOW ON WHITE. CREAM, BLACK 144 labels for $40.00

WHITE, GOLD LUREX
GREY, ROSE, SKY, LILAC, BLACK, 
GREEN, NAVY

NJ Residents add 6% tax

BLUE, BROWN, BLACK, PINK ON WHITE, CREAM Postage and Handling $ 2.95

4.
Line One 

Line Two

LABEL INFORMATION
US currency only TOTAL $

PLEASE PRINT
No shipments outside North America

Allow 3-4 Weeks for delivery
MAXIMUM 24 letters and spaces per line

CUSTOMER INFORMATION
Send labels to: 

Name_________

Mail to: HEIRLOOM WOVEN LABELS 
P.O. BOX 428 S037 

Moorestown, N.J. 08057 
Prices guaranteed through 1997

Address _
Phone Orders now accepted 

(609) 722-1618 
FAX (609) 722-8905

Phone _

M i s t y  M o u n t a i n  F a r m
ORDER LINE • 1-800-796-7746

F A B U L O U S  F I N N  F L E E C E
Soft, lustrous fleeces, white and natural colored 

Dyed Finn blends and mohair locks in eight colorways 
Felting batts in Finn, Finn-mohair, and Finn-angora

F I B E R S
Silk #  Alpaca #  Llam a #s Cashmere #; M ohair #  Merino 

Beautiful dyed blends and com bed tops Cotton #  Flax

S P I N N I N G  A N D  W E A V I N G  E Q U I P M E N T
Louet Reeves fe Ashford Schacht Timbertops 

Lendrum « M ajacraft *  Norwood & Toika

S U P P L I E S
Carders i  Natural Dyestuff Turbo & Novi Needles € Books 

Dyeing Yarns #  Euroflax Yarns #  Herbs and Herbal Soaps

Free Mail Order Catalog
10266 Stillhouse Rd., Delaplane, VA 20144 
m istym tn@ citizen.infi.net • (540) 364-1947

CASHMERE!

We have a pandemonium of progeny— black, white, grey, and 
brown. Sired by prize-winning bucks . . . reasonable prices.

LLC Cashmere CRR Cashmere
Lydia Ratcliff Tia & Peter Rosengarten

RFD 1, Chester, VT 05143 Box 37, Weston, VT 05161
(802) 875-3159 (802) 824-8190
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THIS AND THAT FARM

Custom Wool Carding
Fleece Batts Roving

Corm o X  Custom 
Romney X Sheep Rug Hooking

Send large SASE for brochure

G e o r g e  &  D o n n a  H e r r i c k  

R D  # 1  B o x  2 4 7  D a n b y ,  V T  0 5 7 3 9  

( 8 0 2 )  2 9 3 - 5 4 9 2

S P I N N E R ’S  H E A R T H
Becky and Joe Scellato 

7512 Lackey Rd., Vaughn, WA 98394 
(206) 884-1500 

e-mail: spinners@narrows.com

SPINNER FIBERS—2-OZ. SAMPLE PACKAGE
FALKLAND ISLAND TOP $2.00
ALPACA/MERINO/TUSSAH (50/30/20) $4.00
SUPER FINE BABY CAMEL DOWN $5.00
FINE MERINO/SILK/ANGORA (50/30/20) $6.00
FOX FIBRE® COTTONS

White $3.00
Green, Buffalo, Brown, Oatmeal $5.00

PEAR-SHAPED TAHKLI DROP SPINDLES—$9.95 
SPECIAL . . .  DAN MONGOLD DROP SPINDLES—$32.95

ASHFORD• LOUET• SCHACHT 
INDIGO HOUND COMBS - HATCHTOWN FARM
WHITE, LIGHT, MEDIUM, OR DARK GREY 
COOPWORTH ROVING, JUST $16/POUND

Over 100 different spinning fibers in stock, including 
Merino, Targee, White Superwash Merino. Large supply 

of sock yarns. Sock darners. Wood cable needles. 
Double-pointed needles sizes 0000-13.

MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND SAMPLES JUST $1.00

Autumn House Farm
Pennsylvania j modt complete spinning and fiber juppLy source.

L o u e t ^  R e ev e s  ** A sh fo rd  
T im b e rto p s  ** H a rrisv ille

Spring “S pin -A w ay” Special**
P rim e W h ite  C a sh m ere  Top, $ 4 .7 5 /oz.

Karakul an d  C h u rro  R o v in g s , all n a tu ra l co lo rs , $ 14/lb 
"G reat fo r  yo u r N avajo  weaving”

5 0 /5 0  B o m b y x -M e r in o  $ 8 .7 5 / 4 oz ., (n a tu ra l on ly ) 

S p ec ia lty  so ck  ro v in g s  fe a tu rin g  a  m ix o f  A lpaca , S ilk , 
an d  M o h air. All b le n d e d  w ith  o u r  K a ra sh ire  lam b. 

N a tu ra ls , je w e lto n es , h e a th e rs  — ju s t $18  p e r  lb. 

F E L T E R 'S  S P E C IA L : 1/2-lb b a tts , 36" x  24", $6 .00
(n a tu ra l  on ly )

C all o r  w r ite  fo r  sam p les  
Q uality  m ail-o rder service. C atalog  $2.00

Call us for inform ation on ou r fiber re treat w eekends, featur­
ing tours o f ou r Amish shops, vintage fabric and  textile shop, 
and great an tiquing  — plus custom  fiber experiences planned 

just for y o u r group.

V isit ou r b o o th  at M a ry la n d  S h ee p  & W o o l— 
B arn 5, B o o th s  7, 9, & 11 

B rin g  th is  ad & g e t 10% o f f  y o u r  p u rch ases!

R D  #1 Box 105, Rochester M ills, PA 15771 
(412) 286-9596

“In the h ea r t of western  
P en n sy lva n ia  A nush  country.
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** SHETLAND * * ■

LARGE PREMIUM QUALITY FLOCK
Sm all, gentle , friendly, e a sy -to -m an a g e  sheep  

with g re a t personalities.

Samples & Fleece List A vailab le  
6 0 5 -6 7 3 -5 5 9 4

C arol A rthur R R l, Box 75D  
The Shepherd & Spinner Custer, SD 5 7 7 3 0

mailto:spinners@narrows.com
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C overlet lace pattern . K (Hutchison). Su:72 
D ean's coat [and hat] of colored thrum s.

Tw, K (Rosa). Sp:46-47, 48 
Early m itteyns: Two bags. Sp:16-18 
Entrelac vest. K (Conner). Su:56-57, 59 
Fancy Lozenge  pattern . K (Walker). F:12 
Fiber basics: Texel. K, C (N. Fournier). 

F:10-14
Fleece was w h ite  as . . . Su:42-43 
Gloves from  handspun: Totally tubular. K 

(Daurelle). W:54-62 
H am pshire vest. K (Pulliam). Su:58, 59, 61, 

66
Hanger cover and sachet bag. K 

(Kershner-Veal). F:69-70 
Headbands. K (Moroney). Sp:58 
Irish Knot. K (Walker). F:13 
A knitted , felted hat. K, felting (Petrini).

W: 64-65
K nitted lace doilies. K (Barton). F:66-67 
K nitted triangular lace shawls. K (Powell). 

F:30-37
A kn itte r 's  com panion. Su:94-95 
K nitting abbreviations. Su:115 
K nitting handspun co tton  sweaters. K 

(Nissen). F:80-85 
Lace R ibbon  pattern . K (Walker). Su:55 
Letters. Sp:10; Su:112 
Madeira and D iam ond  pattern . K (Don). 

Su:47
M other/daughter tee shirts. K (Abrams).

F:72, 73-74 
M ulticolor hanging. K (Cook). Sp:40 
N atu ra l green sweater. K (Vaughan). 

F:74-75
N eedle holders. K (Paige). Sp:58 
Pattern Stitch. K (Bernat). Su:66 
Rose Trellis Lace pattern . K (Walker). Su:48 
"Sanquar C heck Devolved" vest. K (Sides). 

F:2, 86-88
Sanquar C heck  pattern. K (Walker). F:88 
Seventeenth-century-style m itteyns. K 

(Pulliam). Sp:19 
Shetland-style scarf. K (Francis). Su:84 
Shy Norw egian cardigan. K (Spanos).

Su: 78-81
Silk and color. 2H, 4H; Pw, K (Lamb).

F: cover, 20-22 
Silk shawl. K (Keller). Suxover, 44-50 
Silk stockings and teddy. K (Mason). Su:52, 

54-56
Sm allest Points pattern . K (Waterman).

F:70
Solar-dyed afghan. K (Regensburger).

Sp:47-48 
Spinner's question [pills], W:93-94 
Tiny m ittens. K (Moran). Sp:56, 57 
Tips for kn itting  w ith  sm all am ounts of 

yarn. Sp: 50-53 
The ups and downs of spinning a dream 

sweater. K (Hultquist). Su:66-68 
Very sm all projects. Sp:56-58 
W eek-and-a-day beret. K (Douglas). 

W:52-53
W ide Pointed  Edging  pattern . K (Abbey).

Su:49
LACE
B utterfly  Stitch. K (Mon Tricot). Su:56 
C overlet lace pattern . K (Hutchison). Su:72 
Gloves from  handspun: Totally tubular. K 

(Daurelle). W:54-62

Hanger cover and sachet bag. K 
(Kershner-Veal). F:69-70 

K nitted lace doilies. K (Barton). F:66-67 
K nitted triangular lace shawls. K (Powell).

F:30-37
K nitting handspun co tton  sweaters. K 

(Nissen). F:80-85 
Madeira and D iam ond  pattern . K (Don). 

Su:47
A qiviut needle-lace shawl. N eedle lace 

(Cummer). Sp:76-77 
Rose Trellis Lace pattern . K (Walker). Su:48 
Scarf w ith  leno borders. 2H, 4H;

Basketweave, leno (Blake). Su:85 
Shetland-style scarf. K (Francis). Su:84 
Silk shawl. K (Keller). Suxover, 44-50 
Silk stockings and teddy. K (Mason). Su:52, 

54-56
Sm allest Points pattern . K (Waterman).

F:70
W hite-on-w hite coverlet. 4H, K; Overshot, 

lace (Hutchison). Su:68-72; F:92 
(correction)

W ide Pointed Edging pattern . K (Abbey). 
Su:49

LEFTOVERS, PROJECTS FROM
A ll-natural sweater. K (Cuellar). Sp:40, 41 
Boundweave rug and pillows. Boundweave 

(Demuth). Sp:49 
C rocheted potholders and other ideas.

Cr (Van Ord, Hart). Sp:54-55 
Dean's coat [and hat] of colored thrum s.

Tw, K (Rosa). Sp:46-47, 48 
Entrelac vest. K (Conner). Su:56-57, 59 
H andspun hair bungees. Cr (Lytle).

Sp:60-61
H andspun, handw oven nuggets. Tw 

(Lipper). Su:52, 53 
Letters. Su:6, 112; F:92, 101 
Mixed-warp jacket. 2H, 4H; Pw (Johnson).

Sp:42, 46, 47 
M ulticolor hanging. K (Cook). Sp:40 
Sweater of m any squares. 2H, 4H; Pw 

(Skoy). Sp:40-41, 42 
Tips & techniques. Su: 111, 119 
Tips for kn itting  w ith  sm all am ounts of 

yarn. Sp:50-53 
Traditional hooked rug. H ooking (Taylor).

Sp:48, 49 
Very sm all projects. Sp:56-58 
Weaving sm all pouches. Off-loom,- Pw 

(Combs). Sp:62-65 
LINGERIE
Silk stockings and teddy. K (Mason). Su:52, 

54-56 
MARKETING
Progress and priorities: Always a question 

of balance. W:86-87 
MERINO
Entrelac vest. K (Conner). Su:56-57, 59 
MITTENS, see Gloves & Mittens 
MUSK OX, see Qiviut 
NAVAJO-CHURRO
D ine be 'Iina: The Navajo lifeway. W:82-84 
Sheep is Life: A celebration of Navajo- 

Churro shepherds and weavers. W:95 
NAVAJO SPINNING, see Ethnic Spinning 
NEEDLE HOLDERS 
N eedle holders. K (Paige). Sp:58 
OBITUARIES 
Val Angove. Su:115

Susan Black D rum m ond. Sp:2
R uth  Swanson. F:63
OPINION, see Philosophy & Opinion
ORNAMENTS, see Holiday Projects
PHILOSOPHY & OPINION
As the w heel tu rns: Loving to  spin.

W :88-89 
Editor's page. Sp:2; W:2 
H andspun, handw oven nuggets. Tw 

(Lipper). Su:52, 53 
Persis Grayson: M y fairy spinm other.

Sp:26-28 
Spinbiotic—T he nex t step. Su:30 
T he w isdom  of R u th  Swanson. F:62-63 
PILLOWS
Boundweave rug and pillows. Boundweave 

(Demuth). Sp:49 
PLACEMATS
C rocheted placem ats. C (Laster). F:68-69 
POTHOLDERS
C rocheted potholders and o ther ideas.

Cr (Van Ord, Hart). Sp:54-55 
QIVIUT
A qiviut needle-lace shawl. N eedle lace 

(Cummer). Sp:76-77 
RUGS
Boundweave rug and pillows. Boundweave 

(Demuth). Sp:49 
G inger Jolley: Tapestries in  handspun. 

Su:38-39
Traditional hooked rug. H ooking (Taylor).

Sp:48, 49 
SCARVES, SHAWLS & STOLES 
As the w heel turns: Jacob's fleece.

Sp:101-102 
Felted scarf. Felting (Allerton). Su:84 
K nitted triangular lace shawls. K (Powell). 

F:30-37
A qiviu t needle-lace shawl. N eedle lace 

(Cummer). Sp:76-77 
Scarf exchange, A ustralian-sty le . Su:84-86 
Scarf w ith  leno borders. 2H, 4H ;

Basketweave, leno (Blake). Su:85 
Shetland-style scarf. K (Francis). Su:84 
Silk and color. 2H, 4H ; Pw, K (Lamb).

Fxover, 20-22 
Silk shawl. K (Keller). Suxover, 44-50 
SHAWLS, see Scarves, Shawls & Stoles 
SHEEP BREEDS & SHEEP RAISING, see 

also specific breeds, e.g. Cormo 
C ounting sheep . . . T he Com puServe Fiber­

crafts Forum  sheep breeds spinning 
swap, 1995. Su:90-91 

D ine be 'Iina: The Navajo lifeway. W:82-84 
Fiber basics: Texel. K, C (N. Fournier).

F: 10-14
H am pshire vest. K (Pulliam). Su:58, 59, 61, 

66
Sheep is Life: A celebration  of Navajo- 

Churro shepherds and weavers. W:95 
A super-soft baby sw eater from  Snowberry 

Finnsheep. C (W ellenkamp). Su:74-76 
SHIRTS, see Blouses & Shirts 
SILK
As the  w heel tu rns: Flax and silk noil. 

F:46-47
Silk and color. 2H, 4H ; Pw, K (Lamb).

Fxover, 20-22 
Silk shawl. K (Keller). Suxover, 44-50 
SKEINS
Spinner's question . Sp:128
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SLIPPERS
Baby booties. K (Fuller). Su:60, 66 
Patterns for felt insole, toe-w arm er, and 

glove liners. Felting (Lindberg). 
Sp:71-73, 74 

SOCKS 
Letters. Sp:10
Silk stockings and teddy. K (Mason). Su:52 

54-56
SPINDLES, see also  Equipment & Supplies
Letters. Sp:10, 12 
SPINNERS, see also Obituaries
Gladys Clark: A cadian spinner. F:38-45 
M aking angora felt. Felting (Hines).

Sp: 66-74
Persis Grayson: M y fairy spinm other. 

Sp:26-28
SOAR: T he Spin■ O ff A u tum n  Retreat, a 

history. W:20~22 
Spinning w heel spin-off. Su:102-105 
The w isdom  of R u th  Swanson. F:62-63 
SPINNING METHODS 
A rm 's-length spinning, or single-shuttle 

plaid. 2H, 4H; Pw (Hallman). F:75 
As the w heel tu rns: Flax and silk  noil. 

F:46-47
Com m on questions about spinning cotton. 

F: 76-79
Gladys Clark: A cadian spinner. F:38-45 
Gloves from  handspun: Totally tubular. K 

(Daurelle). W :54-62 
Letters. F:3
Spinner's question  [pills]. W:93-94 
SPINNING WHEELS, see also Equipment 

& Supplies
Letters. Sp:4, 10
M aking the m ost of your spinning wheel: 

The Lendrum . Sp:84-89 
Ordering a handbu ilt w heel. Su:128 
A tale of the N ew  Jersey H istoric Spinning 

Wheel Registry. Su:25-26 
Spinning w heel spin-off. Su:102-105 
Thoughts on old wheels. F:38-43 
Why patent spinning wheels? Some 

additional thoughts. Sp:90-97 
STOLES, see Scarves, Shawls & Stoles 
SWANSON, RUTH
The wisdom of R uth Swanson. F:62-63 
SWEATERS
All-natural sweater. K (Cuellar). Sp:40, 41 
Knitting handspun co tton  sw eaters. K 

(Nissen). F:80-85 
Natural green sw eater. K (Vaughan).

F: 74-75
Shy Norw egian cardigan. K (Spanos). 

Su:78-81
A super-soft baby sw eater from  Snowberry 

Finnsheep. C (Wellenkamp). Su:74-76 
Sweater of m any squares. 2H, 4H ; Pw 

(Skoy). Sp:40-41, 42 
The ups and dow ns of spinning a dream 

sweater. K (H ultquist). Su:66-68 
Why white? Su:40-41 
TEACHING 
Letters. Su:117
Persis Grayson: M y fairy spinm other.

Sp:26-28 
Spinbiotic—The next step. Su:30 
TEXEL
Fiber basics: Texel. K, C (N. Fournier).

F: 10— 14

Shadeyside Farm offers 
first-quality fibers to fiber artists 

"Specializing in silk"

•Silk Batting & Cocoons 
•Silk and  Silk Blend Tops 
•M aw ata  C aps and  Bells 

•Exotic Fiber Tops 
•D om estic  70 ' s w ool top 
•Com plete set of fib e r 

samples-$15.00
Send SASE (55« stamp) for current price list

S H A D E Y S ID E  FA R M
P.O. Box 48 

C henango Bridge, NY 13745 
(607) 656-4737

e-mail: shadeyside@juno.com

New Wool Combs Feel the Difference in Quality
• 4-pitch English Style
• Tines made from Stainless Steel
• Made from select Hardwoods
• Light weight—only 20 oz.
• Unique handle shape for better control
• Includes holder and 2 clamps

U S ’ . 1 >■

i ? LW ' 4

1 0 0 % Angora & Angora E3 Ie n d e
Now available from USA’s Top Breeders of Angora Rabbits!

All Angora Wool is Hand Spun making it 
Shed-Resistant. Great Colors to Choose From.
We Feature Angora/Merino & Angora/Alpaca 

Blends. Fuzzy, Soft, Warm & Irresistible!
New Kits Available: Berets, Socks, Mucklucks,

House Shoes, Gloves & many more.
Send $3.00 for samples, refundable with order!

Happy J Farms 409-387-2521
PO Box 214, Dept S, Beasley, TX 77417

\

Fucalaii
L w o o l w a s h

.. .fo r  all o f your  
fine washables.

*Sold as “Lanocreme ” in Canada

THE ORIGINAL NO-RINSE WOOL WASH
-— Contains Eucalyptus, a natural moth-inhibitor 

Contains Xg,nolin, a natural conditioner 
~— Gentle cleanser and conditioner 

Recommended for all fine fibers 
(including silk, cotton, linen <§■ wool)

'  (Hequires no rinsing 
Contains no detergents or phosphates 

- Is 100% biodegradable 
Concentrated

—  'Use caution when washing hand-dyed yarns
PARIS SOUTHERN LIGHTS. INC.

P.O. Box 374. Paris, ON Canada N3L 3T5 
Ph: (519) 442-2988 *Dealer Inquiries Welcome*

C.O.D.

$269.95 a pair Call for more info
LaniCombs (303) 231-0902
5835 W. 6th Ave. Unit 4D (800) 873-1721
Lakewood, CO 80214 Fax (303) 237-8301
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Now you can learn to spin fibers from 
Camels, Llamas, A lpacas, Cashmere 

Goats, Angora Goats, Angora  
Rabbits, Dogs and M usk Ox. PLUS 

many novelty yarns, including boucle, 
gimp & frosted yarns, using a 

combination of fibers. It's all in our 
new video.,

All for only $29.95
(approx 70 min)

$4.00 p/h. Ca residents add 7.25% tax.

FREE CATALOG (175 titles) 
800 848-0284

ICTORIAN
"IDEO

P .
roductions

P.O. Box 1540 
Colfax, CA 95713

SpinCraft 
Patterns Q  A

^  Use any yarn  -  Make any size ' w 
perfect for handspun yarns 

$2.00 each -buy 5 get one free!
SWEATERS
Irish Cable Pullover 
Color & Texture Pullover 
Entrelac Pullover 
2-Button Rag Pullover 
Cable Yoke Pullover 
Shawl Collar Pullover 
Patchwork Cardigan 
Aran Cardigan 
Sleeve to Sleeve Sweater 
One-Piece Blouse 
Baby Heart Cardigan 
Baby Bunting 
VESTS
Llama Vest & Chapeaux 
Moss Stitch Vest, Gloves 
Simple Lace Pullover 
Cotton Crochet Card. 
Cable One-Side Pullover 
Color and Cable Pull. 
Side-to-Side Vest 
Pointed Vest

MISCELLANEOUS
3 Christmas Socks 
Weaving A Fold 
Drop Spindling 
ACCESSORIES
Best Socks 
Entrelac Socks 
Multi Pattern Scarf 
Tams: Lace & Color 
Fluffy Hat, Mittens 
Pine Forest Hat 
Ear Flap Hats 
Star Hat, Mits & Band 
Wimples
Knit & Crochet Slippers 
7-Color Socks & Gloves 
Crochet Hat & Tam 
Circular Bed Cape 
Triangular Shawl 
DOLLS
Double Knit Bears 
Crochet Sheep- Llama

Save even more by subscribing to 
SpinCraft Pattern Newsletter! 

new patterns each issue -  quarterly 
{ Only $10 per year ^

I 300 Monroe St., Salmon, ID 83467
i f i t mu

QUICK SPIN WOOL
A ustralian 22-m icron M erino w oo l 
tops: w hite , p la in -dyed , an d  b le n d ed  
shades. M erino b le n d ed  w ith  cash- 
m ere, ango ra  rabbit, cam el, k id  m o ­
hair, a lpaca, flax, k id  m ohair/silk , 
k id  m o h a ir/s ilk /a lp aca , a n d  a lp a c a / 
s ilk /cam el/k id  m ohair, all in  deligh t­
ful co lou r ranges. Q uick  to  spin, 
econom ical, n o  w aste, an d  luxurious 
to  w ear.

EARTH PALETTE an d  
LANDSCAPES dyes for natural fibres. 

Full range o f  sam ples,
US $10 posted .

International agencies, inquiries invited

Credit cards accep ted  
C anadian  an d  A m erican inquiries to: 

W oodland W oolworks
262 S. M aple St.

PO  Box 400 
Yamhill, OR 97148-0400 
O rders: (800) 547-3725 

Voice/FAX: (503) 662-3641

QUICK-SPIN WOOL
R.M.B. 1215 Shelford Road 

Meredith, Victoria 3333 Australia 
N E W  Voice/FAX: 

011-61-3-5286-8224

Spinning Dyeing

Weaving

W O O L E N  T R E A S U R E S

B u s in e s s  F o r  S a l e

After 12 years and a lot o f fun, I ’ve decided to sell 
WOOLEN TREASURES lock, stock, barrel and logo! All inventory, 
accounts, spinning wheels and looms will be sold with the business. 

Priced to sell. Inventory list available upon serious inquiry.

C ontact Marie Powers,
' V j  2776 Silk Rd. Windsor, CA 95492 •  (707) 838-4058

E>Y Ttlf bfllf CROTIOfIS
ELAINE ALMQUIST 
1887 UNION AVE.
NORTH BEND, OREGON 97459 
(541)756-7978
email=baglady@ harborside.com

♦ Books
♦ Dyes

♦ Felt Supplies
♦ Spinning Fibers
♦ Spinning Wheels

AN D. . .

WE STILL MAKE ALL OUR 
OWN BAGS!

Write for our 
New Catalog 

$ 5 .0 0
(Refundable with 
first purchase)

VISA MC
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" T h i s  i s  t h e  s p i n d l e  f r o m  h e a v e n  . . .  t h e  p r e c i s i o n  o f  

f i n e  e n g i n e e r i n g  w i t h  a n  e t h n i c  s p i r i t "  

P r i s c i l l a  G i b s o n - R o b e r t s

1997 Summer Conference 
Bucknell University 

Lewisburg PA 
June 23-29,1997

Some of our instructors
Deb Menz Patsy Zawistosky
Bill Ralph Cheryl Kolander
Randall Darwall Rita Buchanan
Judith MacKenzie Nancy Morey

For registration brochure contact:

Ann Schaeffer, Dept. 19 
Mid-Atlantic Fiber Association 

716 West Padonia Rd. 
Cockeysville, MD 21030 
Voice: (410) 560-1148 
Fax: (410) 560-1092
email: mafa97@aol.com 

web page: http://www.mafafiber.org

Experience the amazing Nordic and Mini-Nordic Spindles 
Nordic Spindle 2.5oz $32.50 ppd Mini-Nordic 1 oz $28.50 ppd 

Norwegian Pewter Wedding Buttons, set of 8, $23.50 ppd 
Nordic Tools, Spelsau & Gotland fleece & rovings 

catalogue $2 fleece samples $5 
706-743-5120Q ----  ---  f  WW * ^Tw ■ * V

Q  norsk fjord fiber, po box 271-so, lexington, ga 30648

C e d a r o s e
a t  W o lf Fork

Cedarose
at Wolf Fork...

has the wool consumer In mind. We 
are raising sheep that produce a 
high quality wool for our hand- 
spinning and commercial clients.

ARSBA Registered Rambouillets 
ACSA Registered Cormos 
NASS A Registered Shet lands

Breeding Stock & Fleece 
Batts, Yarns & Quilting Batts 

Wheels and Accessories by Majacraft

Juli and Gregory Post
Route 3 Box 563 Dayton, Washington 99328
800-790-6571
(509 ) 3 8 2 -4 7 1 7

You are invited to a

SPINNER’S 
]) RETREAT

Something for ALL Spinners 
3 Days/2 Nights 

Spring Retreat to be held: 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 

May 16, 17 & 18, 1997 
(includes lodging, meals, and 

supplies for workshops) 
W orkshops will include:

| Beginning Spinning • Felting • Dyeing 
Spinning & Plying • Blending fibers 

& colors • Fiber Preparation 
carding or combing 

Basketweaving and more!
For brochure call or write 

(800)948-6689

Lady Peddler
Hastings Antique Mall Inc.

142 East State St. • Hastings MI 49058

pinecreekfarm  d o n  & d e b b ie  k m g

A N G O R A  G O A T S  
r e g i s t e r e d  a n d  c o l o r e d  

je n se n  sp in n in g  w h e e ls  • m o h a ir  
ro v in g  • sa m p les  $1.00 p lu s lo n g  SASE

P i n e c r e e k  F a r m , 2095 p h illip s  ro a d
deford , m i 48729  

(517) 872-5496  
O rder line only 80Q-77-GOATS (46287)

£

Babe’s Fiber Starter™
Do you want to learn to Spin Wool and other fibers? B abe’s 
Fiber Starter™ is the second most reasonable way after 
Drop-Spindle. For just $99.00 plus $6.00 S/H, you get a 
great starter Spinning Wheel with Roving. Just set it up 
in a few minutes and you’re ready to learn to spin! Dealer 
inquiries invited. Fiber shops and schools, this is an 
excellent tool for the student spinner!

Great Yarn Loft Company
120 N. York Road Suite 220 Elmhurst, IL 60126 

(630) 833-7423 FAX (630) 833-7419 e-mail: NWiberg@smartgate.com

We Mail Order Quality Yarn. Spinning Equipment, Fibers, Books & Notions. r  '/,SA ] ^
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SONOMA COUNTY 
FIBER TRAILS

EXCEPTIONAL FIBERS
Produced by our 20 members, 

all handspinners
WOOL from many breeds of sheep, 

fine to long
MOHAIR, ALPACA, LLAMA, ANGORA

Dyes, Supplies, Pelts & more.
Send LSASE for our brochure to: 

P.O. Box 91, Occidental, CA 95465

We Thank You!

Y O U R  R A W  F L E E C E
Each run over 5 lbs.

Washed, picked & carded into 
Batting or Roving -  $3.50 per lb.

I Y O U R  P R E W A S H E D  F L E E C E
Each run over 3 lbs.

■  Processed into Batting or Roving -  $3.25 per lb.
I  Y O U R  E X O T IC  F IB E R S

I N T O  R O V IN G  SO
(Mohair, Angora, Llama, Alpaca, Etc.)

570 S. Main St. Frankenmuth, MI 48734 
(517) 652-8121

Discover. . .
SI LY E RB ROOK

NATURAL FIBERS FARM & SHOPPE

SCHACHT • ASHFORD • KNITKING

AREA'S LARGEST SUPPLIER FOR WEAVING,
SPINNING, DYEING, MACHINE & HAND KNITTING

CHOSEN BY KATHY SCHWIETZ, OWNER OF RECENTLY CLOSED 
THE WEAVER, SM1CKSBURG, PA, TO SERVE HER CUSTOMERS

P.O. Box 133, Marchand, PA 15758 
412-286-3317

L I T T L E  B A R N  L T D . ,  I N C
1 - 8 0 0 - 5 4 2 - 3 2 7 5

Home o f “THE FIBERARTS EXCHANGE”
all ads magazine

• Wool processing
• Domestic and imported wools and fibers
• Sickinger spinning wheels
• Catalog available.

You know us by now -  do we need to say more?

R O M N EY S 

A t The H eart O f It All

B ella irs
H ills id e  Farm  

and “The Sheep S h ed ”
S h eep  Gifts • S p in n in g  a n d  Crafts 

D oll S upp lies • W eaving • Y arn • Toys 
Spinner’s Mate $65

Catalog and 1 # wool samples -$6.00
The Bellairs Family 
8351 Big Lake Road 

Clarkston, M ichigan 48346-1003 
(810) 625-1181

Miniature Romneys— Breeding Stock

C u sh in g 's
P e r fe c tio n  D y e s

since 1879 
A cid  D y es  in  94 C o lo rs

for wool, nylon, mohair, silk
& other animal fibers

D irec t D y es  in  40 C o lo rs
for cotton, basketry & plant fibers 

Call or write for color cards & information 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome

Traditional Rug Hooking
from Joan Moshimer
W e  a r e  p r o u d  to  b e  t h e  w o r l d 's  

s o u r c e  o f  r u g  h o o k i n g  m a te r i a l s ,  
o f f e r in g  p a t t e r n s ,  w o o le n s ,  to o ls ,  

b o o k s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u r l a p ,  
l in e n ,  &  m o r ik 's  c lo th  b a c k in g .

8 0 0 6 2 6 - 7 8 4 7
W. Cushing & Co.

K ennebu nkport, M E 04046

MasterCard, VISA, 
Discover, 

AmEx

190 Eastridge Rd, R idgeway, VA 24148  
Telephone: (540) 957-1174 OfderS: 800 450-SPUN

Y a r n  B l o c k e r
Do you w eave  or m achine 
knit with your handspun yarns 
(of any type fiber?)
Do you spin cotton for either 
weaving, knitting or crocheting?
If so, you’ll find our Yarn Blocker 
the ideal tool at the ideal price!

/ ,  i c t  <£QQ Also 9reat as a J U S l  mjnj warp reel!
This special price incl. shipping and catalog 
thru 6/1/97. VA Residents add 4.5% sales tax.

Browse through our 64-page catalog for 
ideas and inspirations for your fiber studio. $2

J'OURNEY WHEEL
Now in limited production

■ portable

folds to 14x16x7 " 
box; only 16  lbs.

easy to thread flyer

scotch tension and 
double belt

j  bobbins; distaff; 
leather shoulder 
strap

made of cherry and 
rock maple

Jonathan cBosworth &  £ons
29 M a in  S tre et, A c t o n  M A  01720 
508/ 264-0584 f a x  508/ 263-2366
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SPIN • OFF INDEX Vol. XIX, 1996 

™ T S / 5 S ^ S I f S 2 ' Blankets & Throws Su:113-115;F:109-110, 112, 114; Ginger Jolley: Tapestries in handspun. 
lip & J.LCHNIQUES W:90-91 Su:38-39 
Adventures in growing cotton F:30-32 Thoughts on old wheels. F:38-43 Gladys Clark: Acadian spinner. F:38-45 
Arm s-length spinning, or single-shuttle Three drawstring bags. Cr (Thompson). Handspun, handwoven nuggets. Tw 
A v o S c l r ^ e l k F97n ' -F:75 Sp:38-39 (Lipper. Su:52, 53 
^ ! T ™ F - 9 TiPS & techniques. Su:lll, 119; F:117 Letters. F:101 
1 he care and repair of accelerating spinning Tips for knitting with small amounts of Mixed-warp jacket. 2H, 4H; Pw (Johnson). 
_. heads. S j yarn. Sp:50-53 Sp:42 46 47 
1 he charkha road W:74-80 Weave-It looms: Gone but not forgotten. Natural-colored cotton wallhanging. 
c S b o V S h ! W ~ I l 7 n Sp :4^5 ; Su:3, 6,117 (COTrec«o"l; ^ 2 F:67-68 
Cigar-box charkha. W^66-70 TOYS, see Dolls & Toys Pill-bottle cotton shirt. 2H, 4H; Pw 
Common questions about spinning cotton. VESTS (Bannerman) F:65 
n

 R[6-79 . . .., Color study. K (Piette). F: 16-17 "Plaid" vest. 2H, 4H; Pw (Elliott). F:70-71 
Developing color skills. F:52-60 Entrelac vest. K (Conner). Su:56-57, 59 Pure cotton blanket. 4H; Dbw (Van Ord). 
Entrelac vest K (Conner). Su:56-57, 59 Hampshire vest. K (Pulliam). Su:58 59, 61, F:71, 73 

Sg « \J' Tapestnes m handspun. Handspun, handwoven nuggets. Tw Basketweave, leno (Blake). Su:85 
P W « f K A - r u n . , (Lipper). Su:52, 53 Silk and color. 2H, 4H; Pw, K (Lamb). 
Gloves from handspun: Totally tubular. "Plaid" vest. 2H, 4H; Pw (Elliott). F:70-71 Fxover 20-22 

K (Daurelle). W:54-62 "Sanquar Check Devolved" vest. K (Sides). Sweater of many squares. 2H, 4H; Pw 
How to tune up your Indian charkha. F:64 F:2, 86-88 (Skoy). Sp:40-41, 42 
Improving your drum card. Su:99-100 VIDEOS, see Books, Periodicals, Videos & Weave-It looms: Gone but not forgotten. 
Knitted triangular lace shawls. K (Powell). Reviews Sp:44^5; Su:3, 6, 117 (correction); F:92; 

, F:30-37 WALL HANGINGS, see Hangings W7 
A knitter's companion. Su:94-95 WEAVING Weaving small pouches. Off-loom; Pw 
Knitting handspun cotton sweaters. K Arm's-length spinning, or single-shuttle (Combs) Sp:62-65 

(Nissen) F:80-85 plaid. 2H, 4H; Pw (Hallman). F:75 White-on-white coverlet. 4H, K; Overshot, 
Letters. Sp:3-4, 10; Su:6, 112 As the wheel turns: Flax and silk noil. lace (Hutchison). Su:68-72; F:92 
Making angora felt. Felting (Hines). F:46-47 (correction) 

Sp:66-74 Boundweave rug and pillows. Boundweave WHEELS, see Spinning Wheels 
Making the most of your spinning wheel: (Demuth). Sp:49 YARN STRUCTURE 

The Lendrum. Sp:84-89 Dean's coat [and hat] of colored thrums. Gloves from handspun: Totally tubular. K 
Spinner's question. Sp:128;Su:128;F:91; Tw, K (Rosa). Sp:46-47, 48 (Daurelle) W:54-62 
r . W:93-94 Fleece was white as . . . Su:42-43 Spinner's question [pills], W:93-94 
Spinners' connection. Sp:20-21; 

ADDITION 
Susan Z. Douglas's "Week-and-a-Day Beret” pattern (Winter 1996, pages 52-53) has correctly written instructions but some 
folks have a hard t ime believing they work. Here's a picture, which helps us: 



/■r  SUSAN’S 
(< FIBER 
^  SHOP carding 

spinning 
• knitting 

N 250 HWY. A 
COLUMBUS, WI 53925 

414-MA-FIBER
FAX (414) 623-0120 

Formerly McFarland’s Custom Carding

Russian
Combs

$125

Stop By The Shop 
NEW: FAX us your 

orders . . .414-623-0120

Romney Registered Sheep 
S ince  1980 For Sale 

Books: • Spinning • Weaving
• Sheep • Knitting 

Wheels: *Schacht • Louet
• Country Craftsman • Majacraft 

Looms: • Norwood • Bear Creek
• Ashford • Fricke • Timbertop

l l l i

Blending Hackle $80
Pick Comb $20

Tooth Brush Comb & 
Glove $30.

SILK THREAD TO PLY 
AND MAKE LACE. 
$15.00 @Skein

CASHMERE TO SPIN 
AND MAKE 

RUSSIAN SHAWLS 
$11.00 per oz.

STOP BY AND SPIN MARCH 22, 1997 

RITA BUCHANAN W ORKSHOPS APRIL 12 -13  / 1 4 -1 6
Call for details

English 5 pitch Com bs-$125  
Viking Combs Single -  $49 

Double -  $79 
Louet Combs Single -  $45

Shipping & Handling 
$ 1-48 $4.00 
$ 49-125 $6.00 
$126 & over $9.00

Wisconsin Residents Add 5.5%  

Canada Add $6.00 per order.

Jo in  Susan in  the 9 0 s fo r  y o u r fib e r  E xtravaganza

O 'U ^ e A ^ e A J i ’ 9 7

The largest collective exhibition of fiber animals, 
natural fiber products, fiber equipment, 

and supplies in North America

'k  New Home: Lake Farmpark -  Kirtland, Ohio 'k

O ff i e  O ’c y - 'IU M  June 25-June 27,1997
Over 70 fiber-related classes and workshops, 

presented by internationally known instructors.

O d e ,  O ’e J J t iu - a t  June 28- 29,1997 
Over 1000 fiber animals exhibited. More than 

150 vendors of natural fiber products and processing 
equipment. Free demonstrations. Great food and music!

For further information call or write: 
Fiberfest ’97, PO Box 508, Novelty, Ohio 44072 

216.256.3828

4 t h  A n n u a l f l e e c e  f a i r
Sat. April 12,1997 9:00AM to 6:00PM 
Rain or Shine
Fleece Competition 
Skein Competition 
Workshops 
Petting Zoo 
Camel Rides 
Dog Trials 
Animals 
Food Vendors 
Over 35 Booths 
Bunni| to Hat Demo 
Sheep Shearing Demo 
Putnam County Fair Grounds 
Greencastle. IN

Fleece Fair provides Fiber Fantasij in a 
rainbow/ of colorful fibers (Llama. Alpaca.
Silk. Cashmere. Angora. Mohair. & various 
tqpes of Wool) i  related articles [Handmade 
items. Spinning k Weaving supplies]. Yarn 
& more.

fo r more info call Barb Tiuntsmcm 
317-655-^64-9; e-mail: lazy ewe® juno.com
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Product News
by Sharon A lterg o tt

English-style, four-pitch wool combs 
are now  available from  LaniCombs. 
These lightweight combs (20 oz./327 g) 
are made w ith  stainless steel tines and 
select hardwoods. The handle shape is 
designed to be used by either a right- or 
left-handed person w ith ease. Special or­
ders can also be accom m odated. Each 
set of combs includes a holder and two 
clamps; cost is $269.95 a pair. Write or 
call for more information to 5835 W. 6th 
Ave. U nit 4D, Lakewood, CO 80214. 
(303) 231-0902; (800) 873-1721 (orders 
only please); fax (303) 237-8301.

LaniCombs

Joseph and Cindy Franzek of The 
Country Craftsman are celebrating their 
25th year in business in  1997. They 
want to let their dealers and customers 
know th a t Joseph had to have back 
surgery on January 14, 1997, and is re­
covering well. Spinning wheel produc­
tion has had to stop tem porarily, a l­
though they expect to be able to resume 
in early sum m er. The Franzeks would 
like to thank everyone for their patience 
this spring while Joseph is healing.

Another business celebrating its 25th 
anniversary in 1997 is Timbertops Spin­
ning Wheels in England. Owners Anne 
and James Williamson produce a wide va­
riety of wheels that can be built with ei­
ther left- or right-side flyers and your 
choice of standard-size or larger flyer and 
bobbins. Among their twelve models are 
three double-treadle designs. Send $2 cash 
(postage) for a color brochure to Wheel 
Lodge, 159 Main St., Asfordby, Melton 
Mowbray, Leicester, LEI4 3TS, U.K.

Ashland Bay Trading Co. has just in­
troduced sixteen shades of multicolored 
M erino top, eight in regular wool and 
eight in superwash, plus an undyed su­
perw ash top. Their large selection of 
spinning fibers includes angora, alpaca, 
mohair, Merino, Merino blends, silk, and 
silk  blends. Look for their fibers and 
yarns in your local spinning shop. For 
wholesale inquiries only, please w rite 
to PO Box 2613, Gig Harbor, WA 98335. 
(206) 265-6100; fax (206) 265-3422.

Shadeyside Farm in upstate New York 
specializes in silk. Owner Nancy Morey 
seeks out first-quality fibers and has silk 
batting and cocoons, silk and silk-blend 
tops, caps and bells, exotic fiber tops, and 
dom estic 70s wool top. Send $15 for a 
complete set of samples or send an SASE 
($.55 stamp) for a current price list to PO 
Box 48, Chenango Bridge, NY 13745. 
(607) 656-4737. E-mail: shadeyside@ 
juno.com

Looking for a clever new  bunny  or 
sheepy home decorating item? Consid­
er the cast iron doorstops and boolcends 
handcrafted by Belinda DeCicco. Her an­
tique finished accessories are available 
in three designs—sitting bunny, bunnies 
in  a basket, and grazing sheep—and are 
approximately 7Vi" x 103/4" (19 x 27 cm) 
in size. Send check or m oney order for 
$24.95 plus $3.95 shipping and handling 
per item  to 2120 Rt. 50, Mays Landing, 
NJ 08330. A free catalog is available, and 
dealer inquiries are invited.

General Bailey Homestead Farm of­
fers supplies for spinning, knitting, felt­
ing, and hooking. They have a new 
super-size (133A" x 18"/35 x 45.7 cm) 
kn itte rs ' graph paper at 20 sheets for 
$8.50, postpaid. Send $2 for a catalog (re­
fundable w ith order) to 340 Spier Falls, 
Rd., Greenfield Center, NY 12833-2005. 
(518)893-2015. ❖

Q M m a e  Q lfCnt ° f rJ e u
OsA'ancie Q/̂ C.

Three Techniques for More Colorful Knitting
Slip Stitches, Intarsia and Fair Isle

*35 each 
Continental Knitting

All the information needed to learn this faster 
knitting technique, with lots of closeups.

*25 each 
Basic Sock Video

Information and pattern for creating 
simple socks.
*20  each

Entrelac and Seamless Bobbinless Argyle Socks
Includes patterns for these exciting 

techniques.
*25 each

Successful Felting
Everything you need to know to successfully 

felt everything from hats to teddy bears.
*25 each

Add $3.00 shipping and handling lor each video 
Call or Write:

a I a n c le  o /C n ih
3214 Riverside Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95818 

ORDER LINE: 800 867-2074
Visa or MC

California residents add 7.75% tax

THE SHEPHERD 
IS A 

SPINNER
-S ca iO L - at
CASTLECATE FARM

Lustrous and cream y 
with

good staple and crimp, 
Castlegate Romney fleece 

is a joy  to spin.
Extra effort goes into both  the 

breeding and m anagem ent 
of the flock 

so tha t the fleece we ship 
will be w orth your time 

to spin.
All fleeces are 

carefully spinner skirted. 
Available by the full fleece 

or by the pound, 
in the grease 

or gently handwashed.
For a spinning sample and 
brochure, send $2.50 to:

Castlegate Farm
424 Kingwood-Locktown Road 
Flemington, New jersey 08822 

(908) 996-6152
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CUSTOM COLORS’ COTTONS
M ulticolored or U ndyed C otton  B lends fo r  Spinners

• Cotton/silk • Pima cotton/silk • Cotton/wool

• “NEW” Sea Island Cotton & Cotton/Silk Sliver

• Cotton and Pima Cotton 
rovings

• Also Tussah, Flax, • Fiber samples $5 
Hemp, Ramie, Viscose • Dealer inquiries invited

New address: 1221 S.W. Maple St. DaUas, OR 9733 
New phone: (503) 623-3404, Fax: (503) 623-3801 
regj*| Same order line: (800) 347-4228 H

t h e

basketry 
book arts 

dyeing

papermaking w e a v in g  
’in m n g

surface design TT  VrJL
textile arts 4717 Brooklyn Ave NE

Seattle, WA 98105weaving

supplies / classes / books
.orders: 1-888-524-1221 info: (206)-524-1221 fax: (206)-524-0250 y

Study w ith  Susan Judah, D ianne Yelton, 
M adelyn  van  der H oogt, E dith  H ouse, B e tty  
A tw o o d , Susan R o ck w e ll or Ervin Henecke 

Extensive fiber program  offered 
every sum m er for the past 50 years.

W rite or call (802) 228-8770 for ou r FREE catalog. Find ou t w hy 
CBS This M orning featured  us in  the ir Crafts School Special.

FLETCHER FARM  SCH OOL  
for the Arts and Crafts

611 Route 103 South, D20, Ludlow, VT 05149 □

m m  FOOTHILLS 
FIBERWORKS
M elissa Tallent

nttjffijL 2235 Chesterfield Drive., M aryville, TN 37803
SllfsM fcSSfiSteS (423) 681-5000* 1-800-808-7087

MAJACRAFT ASHFORD
READYSPIN • GAYW 00L • ROMNEY FLEECE & ROVING • CORRIEDALE 

QUICK SPIN MERINO • CUSTOM COLORS COTTONS 

LANDSCAPE DYES

For a complete listing send $2.00

The 
Musk Ox 
Company

Exceptional quality, rare hand-combed qiviut (underwool) from 
our own domesticated musk oxen - raw or ready to spin 
Pure qiviut yarn in standard and lace weight 

-X- Exquisite hand-painted yarns of pure qiviut
- Send s400 & legal SASE for brochure and fiber samples - 

633 Fish Hatchery Road, Dept. S, Hamilton, MT 59540 
(406) 363-6616

Blackberry Ridge
W oo len  M i l l ,  In c .

Wonderfully Soft Yarns Spun at our Mill
Natural and H and D yed Colors

New: Sock of the Month
Kits and Patterns 

Complete Selection of Yarn Samples $3.00 
Free Catalogue listing Yarns & Products

For information on our custom wool spinning call or write. 
Visit our Web site at http://www.blackberry-ridge.com 

3776 Forshaug Rd., Mt. Horeb, WI 53572 (608) 437-3762

C u s t o m  

C a s h m e r e  D e h a i r i n g

C B a r t ie 's  G o fu m S in e  'J v a n c / i 
7 /)e a  T i a r l l e  -  T to f je r is

Highland Cattle 719-836-2539
Cashmere Goats P.O. Box 214
Colored Sheep Jefferson, CO 80456

Office: 319-568-4551 • Fax: 319-568-6370 • Lab: 319-568-4847  
e-m ail: E ltG en etic@ a o l.co m  • h ttp ://w w w .ra m s4 ew e.co m

Ram Semen Collection & Distribution  
• Reproductive M anagem ent Services 

Annual Ram Sem en Catalog
• Artificial Insem ination

• Embryo Transfer

Dr. Dennis and Deb Gourley 
17 1st ST NW, Waukon, IA 52172
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Classifieds
Notices

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, send your ad 
copy along w ith  paym ent tw elve w eeks prior 
to the m onth  of publication. Only $ 1.50/word 
($30 m inim um ) or $70/col. inch (press ready) 
for classified display ads. Payment m ust ac­
company ad. VISA, M asterC ard , A m erican  
Express, D isco v er accep ted  w ith  acco u n t 
num ber and exp ira tion  date. Send to  Inter­
weave Press, Spin-Off Classified Ads, 201 East 
Fourth Street, Loveland, CO 80537-5655, or 
fax (970) 667-8317.________________________

FIBER ARTS, W ildflower (thousands bloom ­
ing), H erbs, M usic, Festival, and  R are and 
Exotic Sheep Sales. Labor D ay W eekend; 
A ugust 30-31, Septem ber 1. Free brochure: 
Festival, Box 207, Historic Bethel, MO 63434.

FIBER FORUM, Septem ber 22 -28—spin- 
ning/Deb Menz. Needleworks, March 13-16. 
Knitter's Retreat—Susie Hodges, April 17-20. 
Shibori—D 'A rcie  Beytebiere, A ugust 2-3. 
City &> Guilds Design—Gail Harker. Coupe­
ville Arts Center, Box 171 SO, Coupeville, WA 
98239. (360) 678-3396.____________________

FIBER PROCESSING done w ith  the quality 
and care tha t your special fibers deserve. Free 
brochure. Heartfelt Fibers, Box 688, Bridger, 
MT 59014. (406) 662-3274.

Please be advised that as of 
May 1, 1996 I am the sole 
owner and operator of Sun 
Bench Fibres. All inquiries and 
mail salt out under SUN BENCH 
FIBRES and NOT signed by me 
are invalid.
Hannelore Lubben

Yes, we're now making
HIGH-WHORL SPINDLES
and"GRANITE" WHORLS

Niddies, Orifice Hooks & Nastepindes, 
handtum ed from glowing hardwoods

Call/write for free catalog and photo
P h o n e : 2 0 7 - 5 6 3 - 5 9 5 2  

H .C . 61 Box 155 B risto L , ME 04539

SPINNING, WEAVING, KNITTING
Classes & Supplies

Dealer fo r Lendrum, Louet, Country 
Craftsman, Schacht and Ashford wheels.
Harrisville, Schacht and Leclerc looms.

Send $4.50 fo r a complete catalog of over 
500 yarn samples and equipment list.

FIBER LOFT (Bare Hill Studios),
Rt. 111, RO. Building, P.O. Box 327, 

Harvard, MA 01451 
(508) 456-8669

RENT A SHEEP in the mountains of 
Montana. Rental includes biography of your 
ewe, picture, quarterly updates and the 
fleece at shearing. Small flock of ROM NEY’S 
and SHETLANDS. S40 and up. For info send 
large SA SE  to PO V ERTREE SHETLANDS, 40 
Sunflower Lane, Livingston, Montana 59047

Equipment

Stuff for Spinners VISA/MC
Best selection of spinning wheels in the state 
Shop our shop (by appt)
Mail order catalog S3

D e t t a ' s  S p i n d l e
2592L Geggen-Tina Rd. Maple Plain. MN 55359 
Phone (612) 479-2886 Fay (612) 479-1982

DESIGNED 
ESPECIALLY 
FOR FEMALE 
SPINNERS BY 
PETER TEAL 

Airmail prices 
from $230 /ŝ hand WOO'j('

THINK PERFECTION!
THINK QUALITY YARN!! 

THINK WOOL COMBS!!!
Please write for details 

International Reply Coupons appreciated
TEAL & Co

Woodcross Farm, Foxholes Lane, Creech St. Michael 
TAUNTON, Somerset TA3 5RA England 

Telephone: 01823 442880

Celebrating our 25th year!
The Country Craftsman

Dept. S • PO Box 412 
Littleton, MA 01460 

(508) 486-4053 
(508) 952-6312 (fax)

Send large 
SASE with 
55 cents 
postage for 
free brochure.

ADJUSTABLE TRIANGULAR SHAWL/Blan-
ket looms. Be creative! Weave triangle shawls, 
or two or more triangles together for ponchos, 
blankets, ruanas, w all pieces. Loom adjusts 
to  six sizes. U nique. Simple. T he only loom  
th a t dresses itself! W arp and w eft one co n ­
tinuous yarn. N o loom  w aste. Easy tartans. 
Com plete instructions. Transports/stores eas­
ily. Walnut, cherry, oak, or maple. Only $195. 
S tand /accessories available. Carol Leigh's 
Specialties, 7001 H illcreek Rd. (SO), Colum - 
bia, MO 65203. (800) TRI-WEAV (874-9328).

AKHA HANDSPINDLES. $15 plus $5 sh ip ­
ping and handling . SASE for in fo rm atio n . 
LDRM, 2805 SE 34th, Portland, OR 97202.

ANTIQUE GREAT WHEELS & FLAX (Sax­
ony) w heels, excellent condition  and w ork ­
ing order. Shipping available. Willow Brook 
Farm, PO Box 1568, Fort W ashington , PA 
19034. (215) 643-4499.____________________
ARANA'S LITTLE WHEEL—H igh-w horl 
drop-spindle learn-to-spin k it. $15 postpaid. 
D onna C ollins, Arana’s Web, PO Box 323, 
Canaan, VT 05903-0323.__________________

AUTHENTIC HAND WOOL CARDERS.
T he orig inal w ooden E.B. Frye C ards w ith  
rubberized co tton  foundation  for excellen t 
resiliency! C urry $14 each, #5 Sheep $19.75 
each, #8 Wool $40/pr. SASE to E.B. Frye & 
Son, 12 Frye M ill Rd., W ilton , N H  03086. 
(603)654-6581. _______________

the woolroom
Email: 71223.172@ com puserve.com  

wheels: SpinTech-Timbertops-Majacraft 
Reeves-Schacht-Louet-Ashford-Lendrun 

Fricke-Country Craftsman

mc/visa
t *

discover

looms: Schacht-Craiibrook-Norwood-Hamsville 
fleece-exotic fibers, carders, combs, books, and... 

catalogue: $1 + Isase 
Joe ’s Hill Road (S )

Brewster, NY 10509 • (914) 279-7627
www: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/WoolRoomSue/

Simple 
Reliable 
Beautiful

Jumbo Upgrade...................... $75
Roberta Electronic Spinner....$400
Dual Power or Jumbo, ea. add. $25 

Woodland Woolworks
P.O. Box 400 
Yamhill, OR 97148 
800-547-3725

t h e  ROBERTA
electronic 

spinner
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BIG SALE ON SPINNING WHEELS and
drum  carders. Everything for the spinner. See 
our full page ad, page 27. Call us for your best 
deal! Bountiful, (970) 586-9332.___________

CARDING MACHINE FOR SALE. 60" re ­
b u ilt—updating  our ow n—great condition. 
Call Zeilinger Wool Co. Ask for Gary. (517) 
652-2920.________________________________

CARDING VERSATILITY w ith  our in te r ­
changeable drum s for all w ools and exotics. 
M otorizing U nit available. N e w  Triple P ick­
er for fantastic opening of wool, mohair, and 
sp ec ia lty  fibers. A sk Paula abou t our new  
hand-held Supercard Burnishing Tool for bet­
ter batts  and brighter carding teeth . We pay 
du ty  and freight. Phone for details or w rite  
for free brochure. Patrick Green Carders, Ltd., 
48793 C hilliw ack Lake Rd., Chilliwack, BC, 
Canada V4Z 1A6. (604) 858-6020.__________

CHARKA, SKEINWINDER, 3 SPINDLES,
penc il roving, in s tru c tio n s : $99 postpaid . 
B eautifu l f in ish . W /co tto n  punis, add $7. 
Woolery, RD 1, Genoa, NY 13071. (800) 441- 
9665; http://wrww.woolery.com

ESTATE AUCTION for Edna Blackburn (Al­
bion H ills Farm School), near Caledon East, 
O ntario , Canada. Sunday, M ay 25, 1997 at 
10:00 AM. Spinning wheels; looms,- winders; 
weaving equipment, etc. For more details call 
Auctioneer, Donald Reinhart. (905) 846-1071.

FOR SALE: P atrick  G reen C ottage Industry 
Carder. Very good condition. Com plete parts 
and m anual. $3000 plus shipping from  U p­
sta te N ew  York. C ontact Priscilla. (607) 522- 
4305.____________________________________

FRICKE CARDERS, SPINNING WHEELS,
etc. C hain -d rive  d rum  carders. M etal and 
wood frames; m otorized and m anual models. 
Hand cards, smooth-running spinning wheels, 
ball w inder, m ore. A ll m ade in  U.S.A. You 
can always pay more, bu t you can 't buy b e t­
ter. Fricke Enterprises, 8702 S tate  Rd. 92, 
G ranite Falls, WA 98252. (360) 691-5779.

MARK V DRUM CARDER allows more u n i­
form  yarn, color, and fiber blending. A ll of 
these tasks can be accomplished more quick­
ly and w ith  less effort w ith the Mark V Drum  
Carder. Send an SASE for more inform ation 
to Davidson's Old Mill Yarn, PO Box 8, Eaton 
Rapids, MI 48827. (517) 663-2711._________

K N O T S  & T R E A D L E S  (412) 468-4265 
103 E. Pittsburgh Street • PO Box 394 CATALOG- 
Delmont, PA 15626-0394 Send 3 Stamps

NEW!! SPINNING WHEELS ON SOCKS!
SHEEP on Everything! Shoelaces, Masks, Pens, & more! 
SHEEP Print Fabrics Weaving & Spinning
(SWATCHES - $5) Supplies & Equipment 

VHS Video Rental Library via UPS! I—i
Large Assortment SHEEP Stickers—$3 i— ] |— t |—]

n  o  cn

Corriedale Wool
Since 1942. Strong, medium, white or 

colored fleeces. $2.50/lb. F.O.B.
SASE for sample.

Wooly Acre Farm
3446 W. 800 N., Royal Center, IN  46978-9411

64’s White Wool Top
$10/lb + shipping 

Samples $1.

WOOL STATION, 4218 136th St. NE 
Marysville, WA 98271 • (360) 653-2604

p p J l  COMPLETE SUPPLIES, & CELTIC MUSIC
We have NATURAL DYE extracts'. ISASE for catalogs

ET-SHIRT—“Ewe & Lamb” by artist Thomas ■
Clements, sz. M,L,XL...S26ppd j

w o n  $  w l d s  o \ m
HC 71-125 Radarbase Rd-SP6, Burns, OR 97720 (541) 573-4203

Luxurious
AMERICAN CASHMERE

from herds all across America

100% CASHM ERE Yarn 
CASHM ERE Blend Yams 

Ready-To-Spin CASHM ERE Fiber

To order, call/write:
CASHM ERE AMERICA COOPERATIVE

P.O. Box 1126, Sonora, TX 76950, 
(915)387-6052 (Tu or Th) 

or a Dir. at (360) 424-7935 (WA), or (207) 336-2948 (ME)

Shetland Sheep  
and W ool Products

BREEDING STOCK 
HANDSPINNER FLEECES 

MACHINE WASHABLE SHEEPSKINS 
YARNS • ROVING 

BLANKETS • QUILT BATTS

MAPLE RIDGE SHEEP FARM
ROXBURY, VERMONT 05669 

(802) 728-3081 
http://www.mrss.com

NEW ZEALAND TIM BER SPINDLES: fine 
handspindles and accessories suitable for any 
yarns. Jane Fournier, PO Box 10310, Jackson, 
WY 83002._______________________________
PATRICK GREEN C ottage In d u stry  Picker 
and Carder, Looms, Spinning W heels, M is­
ce llaneous Supplies. M u st se ll. (406) 373- 
5824._____________________________________
SPINNING EQUIPMENT SALES. W heels, 
combs, carders. Angora rabbit wool/livestock; 
instructional videos. Price list $1. Catalog $4. 
Hickory Hollow Fiberworks, Rt. 1, Box 8, Bas- 
trop, TX 78602. (512) 303-6909.___________

SPINNING WHEEL RESTORATION and
repair—all types. M any original antique parts 
available. F eaturing  h an d c ra fted  Saxony 
w heels (Jensen style). P lease n o te  our new  
address and phone number: B.J. W hitnall and 
Ken Lennox, W insom e Timbers, Inc., N ew  
Address, 404 Kenwood St. NE, Grand Rapids, 
MI 49505. (616)361-9469._________________

TAKLI SPINDLES! Well-balanced supported 
spindles from India. $10 postpaid. Wholesale 
available. Celia Quinn, PO Box 1808, Homer, 
AK 99603.________________________________

TAPESTRY LOOMS FOR HANDSPINNERS.
Portable, affordable, easy-to-use. Catalog $2. 
Norsk Fjord Fiber, PO Box 271-sc, Lexington, 
GA 30648._______________________________

TURKISH DROP SPINDLES. Perfectly bal­
anced hand-rubbed finish, m aple or cherry. 
$18 postpaid. Dealer prices available. Valkyrie 
Supply, Box 472, W est Newbury, MA 01985. 
(508) 363-2485,- e-m ail valkyrie@ tiac.net

WOOL COMBS, FOUR-PITCH—solid  oak 
and stainless tines, stand, clam p and diz in ­
cluded, professional quality. $180. Wholesale 
available. Craftsm ith, 22B M esa Dr., Del 
Valle, TX 78617. (512) 247-5762.___________

WOOL COMBS, MINI-COMBS. Single-row 
$45/pr.; double-row  $60/pr., postpaid. D eal­
er prices available. Valkyrie Supply, Box 472, 
W est N ew bury, M A 01985. (508) 363-2485; 
e-m ail valkyrie@ tiac.net

£.an.e i  cfibe.*. <Wot.k^__________
604 franklin st (423) 639-7919
greeneville, tn 37745 fiber@greene.xtn.net

“ Eco” fibers & dyes,
New cotton blends with blue jean and 

hemp fibers.
equipment by:

LOUET, SCHACHT, MAJACRAFT, FRICKE, 
ASHFORD & LENDRUM

Books, dyes, fibers, yarns & more. 
Call o r write fo r p rice  list.

email: HUTCHMOTHR@aol.com
5  phone: (503) 538-8011

a__________

j  j airy 

=  Somestead
• Angora Rabbits-Cham pion Stock

• Fiber processing
• Hand-painted rovings

• Designer blended batts & yarns
• Blend Angora into your wool

29260 N.E. Pendle Hill Rd. 
Newberg, OR 97132

Reg. Shetland Sheep

Breeding Stock 
Fleeces 

Rovings

Heidi Bracklow Lawrence 
52  Bevier Road 
Gardiner, NY 12525 
914-255-9365

W h e e l s  •  C a r d e r s  • C o m bs  
F ib e r s  • B o o k s  • D y es

Mail Order Catalog $2 
— \ Refundable with Order — \
“ “ Phone Orders Welcome

(Stony Mountain Fibers
939 Hammocks Gap Rd. 

Charlottesville, VA 22911
804-295-2008
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Fibers
A VARIETY OF COLORS and te x tile s  to 
choose from . C hevio t, C orriedale, Lincoln, 
and R om ney sheep. We offer raw  or w ashed 
fleeces, n a tu ra l or dyed rovings, and ba tts . 
Send LSASE (specify color, breed). Roskos 
Farms, W -74 S auer M ill Rd., A rcadia, WI 
54612. (608) 323-7072.____________________

ACCEPTING ORDERS for q u a lity  fleeces 
from our w h ite  and natu ra l colored Romney, 
Corriedale, and m edium -fine wool Crossbred 
sheep. Satin and G iant Angora fiber and bun ­
nies available in  m any wonderful colors. Lim­
ited quantities of Alpaca, Llama, M ohair and 
specia lty  exo tic  fibers. T h ese  are from  th e  
dream  flo c k s  of th e  m em b ers  of th e  T en ­
nessee Valley H andspinners Guild. Ask about 
our handkn itted  and handw oven item s, cus­
tom  spinning, fine fiber carding services, and 
all types of spinning and weaving equipment, 
books and supplies. We love to  barter, trade, 
and share  ideas. C o n tac t Barbara D ru ry  at 
Shepherds' Cove Farm, 1122 O ld K entucky 
Rd. West, G reeneville, TN . (423) 639-2180.

ACRYLIC, NYLON AND DACRON* fibers, 
as dem onstrated by Erica H eptm ann at SOAR 
'96. Easy to  spin , p ly  or blend. A crylic and 
ny lon  $4 .50 /ha lf-pound . Dacron® Sliver 
Cheese, $6 /C heese . $3.95 S&H up to  tw o 
pounds. Send $3.50 for sample card to: MDN, 
Inc., 5981 D ickenson Ct., N. Fort Myers, FL 
33903. To be refunded  w ith  one pound  or 
m ore order. D ealers or vo lum e orders w e l­
come.

ALPACA—A HEAVENLY FIBER. H o m e­
grown, superio r q u a lity  p rocessed  for best 
spinning experience. $10 for 4 color pack, 1 
oz. each. Alpacas of Napa Valley, 3255 Dry 
Creek Rd. #2, Napa, CA 94558.____________

ALPACA FELTING FIBERS too short to spin, 
ideal to  felt, m any  colors. $1.25/oz. Lanark 
Llamas and Alpacas, Inc., Rt. 6, Box 60, Char- 
lottesville, VA 22902. (804) 296-8709.

ALPACA FIBER: a sp inn ing  delight! Color 
sam ples $3. 2 oz/$5 or 8 oz/$20 plus $2.50 
postage,- 1 lb ./$38 p lus $3 postage. A lpacas 
for sale,- A lpaca sw eaters m ade to order. Bud 
and Gail Stewart, Rocky Run Alpacas, RD 5, 
Box 260, M alvern, PA 19355. (610) 644-8077.

ALPACA FIBER & YARN! Raw fiber, m any 
colors, by the ounce or in  bulk: send LSASE 
for prices and color sam ples. D om estic  and 
imported, natural and dyed yarns: send $3 for 
color cards. Heartland Ranch, HC1 Box 374, 
Elgin, AZ 85611. (800) 4MY-ALPACA.

ALPACA FIBER; prim e fleece w ashed and 
carded or raw. Send LSASE for color samples 
and prices. LaPlata Alpacas, 2886 CR 308, 
Durango, CO 81301. (970) 247-1720.

great prices . . .  fast, friendly service . . .  

Fibcus, P a t t e r n s ,  Tools! I£ *ra
*  New Australian wools & blends in gorgeous 
3

I
colorways. Texas mohair & cottons. Other 
fibers, yarns & more. Fiber Trends patterns •g

- Toika looms - Handcrafted tools. £
: 3!

Lynn’s Texas Fibers 
[ ‘ (800) 997-8665

Free liber samples and catalog
■ - • 331AJ3S Ajptldjjf ‘iSDf' ' - S33ljd )V3jS

GERMAN ANGORA RABBITS

Prime 3”  White Angora F iber $44.00 lb. 
Angora Blend Rovings Sample $1.00 

ftacAosuiiite 
Irena Wolf *(810)725-8984  

9800 Arno ld Rd. • Ira, Ml 48023

NZ & Australian Fleeces
Romney/Perendale slivers & batts—natural and 
unique colors. Merino tops—white and colored. 

Jacob fleece, Mohair—natural, dyed & 
wool blends. Angora, silk, Alpaca.

Louet, Ashford & Schacht spinning & weaving 
supplies. Gaywool & Country Classic Dyes. 

Samples $4 plus SASE. 
BAR-B-WOOLIES, 5308 Roeding Rd., 
Hughson, CA 95326 • (209) 883-0833

y /  Corriedale SheepS Wool
(607) 962-8788

Please send LSASE 
for information 
and sample.

Richard M. Luce 
1280 Sexton Hollow Road 
Painted Post, N. Y. 14870

B E S T S E L L E R S  BY B E T T E  H O C H B E R G

B O O K S  F O R  S P I N N E R S  
W E A V E R S  & K N I T T E R S

H A N D SPIN N E R 'S  H A N D B O O K . Practical 
directions for sp inn ing  on the wheel. $8.95 
FIBRE FACTS. G uide to fibres & yam s. 
Choosing, using , finishing, care. $8.95
SPIN  SPA N  SPUN. Lively collection of 
sp inn ing  & w eav ing  m yths, legends. $8.95 
H A N D SPIN D LES. Reviews history, use of 
spindles. Instructions for sp inn ing  w ith  all 
ethnic styles. $8.95
REPRIN TS OF 16 TEXTILE ARTICLES 
from  U.S., overseas m agazines. $4.95

At local stores, or mail order from: STRAW INTO 
GOLD, 3006 San Pablo, Berkeley, CA 94702 
(Add $1 shipping one book, $1.50 for two)

Custom Handweaving
Get our samples to haxe at home!

• EXOTIC YARNS. Silk &r silk blends, 
cashmere, camel, mohair, cottons. 
Sample pack (including book, jewelry, 
and equipm ent lists). Send $6.

• SPINNER’S SAMPLE PACK. Cut silk
top, spinning fibers, jewelry, equip­
ment, &  books. Price lists send $1.50.

• CUT SILK TOP FOR SPINNING.
8 ounces for $16. Send #10 SASE 
($.52) for color samples.

We are dealers for Ashford, Clemes &r 
Clemes, Lendrum, Louet, and Schacht.

We accept VISA and MasterCard.

C u s t o m  H a n d w e a v i n g
RO. Box 477, Dept. H,
Redondo Beach, CA 90277-0477 
(310) 316-0910 
(Hours by appointment)

ALPACA F IB E R — ready-to-spin. M any co l­
ors to choose from. Send LSASE for sam ples 
and prices. Alpacas for sale. Rejniak’s Alpacas, 
1187 Logan Rd., G ibsonia, PA 15044. (412) 
265-2607.________________________________
ALPACA ROVING/CARDED S2/oz. Very 
clean. Seconds (neck) $ l/o z . M in im um  8 oz. 
Alpacas of Colorado, 6011 A lpaca Tr., Bell- 
vue, CO 80512. (970) 493-5732.____________
ALPACA WOOL produced in Virginia. 17 col­
ors available! R oving p rices $2 .50 /oz p lus 
postage. Fiber color card $4; 4 oz sample pack 
of 4 colors, $10 plus postage. H ighest quali­
ty  breeding stock  and w ool an im als always 
available. C om e V isit!  Lanark Llamas and 
Alpacas, Inc., Rt. 6, Box 60, C harlottesville, 
VA 22902. (804) 296-8709._________________
ANGORA ROVING BLENDS—dye-painted 
or white. Samples and price hst $3/SASE. Jean 
Womack/Wild Meadow Fibers, 5615 Cran- 
dall-Lanesville NE, Georgetown, IN  47122.

AUSTRALIAN MOORIT MERINO. Beauti­
ful cham pion fleeces. Full range natural col­
ors. Send SASE to Australian Originals, Lynn 
Robinson, Skidm ore Fountain Bldg., 28 SW 
First #103, Portland, OR 97204. (503) 228- 
4484.____________________________________
BEAUTIFUL, CLEAN FLEECES from  happy 
sheep. Grease fleeces from  coated w hite  and 
natu ra l colored Corriedale, Romney, Border 
Leceister, and crosses. W hite and natural-col- 
ored wool rovings, felting batts, quilting batts. 
Kid m ohair rovings, dyed yearling  m ohair. 
40-plus sam ples/inform ation: $3 to Moons- 
shadow Farm, 11252 Kekke Rd., C hisholm , 
M N 55719._______________________________

BEAUTIFUL ROVING $7/LB. W hite and nat­
ural colors. Romney, m ohair, Lincoln. Also 
M erino, natu ra l and dyed, and M erino /silk  
roving. LSASE. Pintler Sheepcamp, 530 
Faucher, Moxee, WA 98936. (509) 453-0183.

BLACK WELSH MOUNTAIN X SHEEP: rare 
lambs for sale. Jet-black for life, weigh 80 lb. 
as adults. Nice wool! 47993 Floras Lake Loop, 
Langlois, OR 97450. (541) 348-2550._______

BOMBYX SLIVER $28/lb.; bom byx yarn  
$65/lb.; silk cap $28/lb.; tussah sliver $19/lb.; 
cashm ere sliver $45 /lb .; cashm ere  yarn  
$52 /lb .; cam el dow n yarn  $38 /lb .; m erino  
yarn $18/lb.; bom byx noil $12.50/lb.; tussah 
noil $ 12/lb.; silk  ribbon $.20/yd. L.Y. Inter­
national, Inc., 1055 E. P aram o u n t Pkwy, 
Batavia, IL 60510. (630) 761-9674.__________

BONKERS FIBER CLUB! Receive quarterly  
sam ples of b eau tifu l hand-dyed sp inn ing  
fibers. Send 4 long SASE. Bonkers, PO Box 
442099, Lawrence, KS 66044. (800) 447-5600; 
e-mail 76725.1343@compuserve.com

CASCADE SHEEP & WOOL CO. has clean, 
coated, and skirted  fleeces for handspinning 
in a wide range of natural colors and grades. 
Samples $2. Also natural-colored lam b pelts. 
RR 1, Box 60-S0, Rochester, IL 62563. (217) 
498-7522.______________________________

CASHMERE, SILK, WOOL AND OTHER
sp inn ing  fibers. Great Yarn Loft Company,
120 N. York Rd., Ste. 220, Elmhurst, IL 60126. 
(630) 833-7423; fax (630) 833-7419.
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CLEAN COVERED WYOMING FLEECES.
C orrieda le, C otsw old , R am bou ille t, and 
crosses. W hite  and colored. C oarse to  fine. 
Samples $3. Wyoming Equality Fiber Works, 
Box 373, U pton, WY 82730. (307) 468-2702.

CLEAN ROMNEY FLEECES. W hite and sil­
ver, shades of gray, b lack . In th e  grease or 
carded. Carded Rom ney top. M ohair and mo- 
hair/lam b's-w ool roving. Sheepskins, LSASE 
for in fo rm atio n . Spring H ill Farm, 3723 
Beaver Valley Rd., Port Ludlow, WA 98365. 
(360) 732-4856.___________________________

COLORED WOOL NATURALLY! Colored 
and rare-breed fleeces and rovings. Jacobs our 
specialty! Sample set $2. Kimberly Johnson, 
7854 Six M ile Rd., B attle Creek, MI 49017. 
(616) 979-2087.___________________________

COOPWORTH FLEECES. C lean, covered, 
skirted, handspinning fleeces. Lustrous white 
and  colored, in c lu d in g  b lue. $2 for sa m ­
ples/prices. Ewelings Farm, Rt. 3, Box 456, 
Conrad, MT 59425._______________________

CORMO FLEECES—covered, white, long sta­
ple, $4/lb. plus shipping. SASE free samples. 
Rick Lemmel, HC 79 Box 27, M ud Butte, SD 
57758. (605) 748-2266.____________________

CORRIEDALE FLEECES AND ROVING,
w h ite /n a tu ra l colored. Skirted fleece, wool, 
w ool/m ohair roving samples $2. SASE to the 
handspinning shepherds at CLK Corriedales, 
2170 W. M unger Rd., Tecum seh, MI 49286. 
(517)431-2390.___________________________

CORRIEDALE FLEECES white, grown under 
covers, lusciously soft, well-skirted. $3.50/lb. 
plus shipping. Samples SASE. Nipmuc Farm, 
417 Carpenter Rd., Hope, R I02831. (401) 647- 
3513.____________________________________

CORRIEDALE WOOL—w hite, clean, sk irt­
ed, handspinning fleeces and felting batts— 
w h ite  and dyed. Sam ples $2. Windy Crest 
Farm, 3575 Fannie Thom pson Rd., Monroe, 
GA 30656. (770) 267-7102.________________

COVERED FLEECES. Icelandic, Jacob, Shet­
land, plus m ulti-crosses including: A rcott, 
Finn, Leicester, Merino, Targhee; w hite, col­
ored, variegated , spo tted . LSASE ($.64) for 
fleece list. Stevens, R2, Box 142, Barnesville, 
M N  56514-9526. (218) 493-4307.__________

COVERED ROMNEY FLEECES, w hite  and 
natural colored. Lamb and adult roving. Sam­
ples $2. Sue's Sheep, 11320 S. W heeling Pike, 
Fairm ount, IN  46928. (765) 998-2067.

ENGLISH LEICESTER LONGWOOI^$6/lb.
Leicester x D orset—$4.50/lb., Dorset—$3/lb. 
W hole fleeces. Shipping extra. Willow Brook 
Farm, PO Box 1568, Fort W ashington, PA 
19034. (215) 643-4499.____________________

FELTER’S FOLD fresh  m oorit, silver, and 
w hite, lam b and ewe fleeces. Also roving or 
washed locks. Send SASE to Peg Jensen, 7101 
Wetherbee Rd. SW, Brainerd, M N  56401. (218) 
829-4631.________________________________

FINE AND MEDIUM RAMBOUILLET, Co­
lum bia, M erino, raw and roving. Send $2 for 
samples to  Baynham Rambouillets, Box 172, 
Philo, CA 95466._________________________

FINN, FLEECES & ROVING, w hite and col­
ored. Also m ohair fleeces. Samples $2. Breed­
ing stock  u sually  available. Diana Griffith,
Rt. 1, Box 39, Rocky, OK 73661. (405) 666- 
2100; e-m ail 103376.675@compuserve.com

INTRODUCING FLAX/WOOL BLENDS! 
Grown & Processed in MAINE

Fabulous colors, custom dyed and blended on 
premises. Free spinning instruction and idea 
sheet. Sample Cards $4.00. Free store catalog 
(784 postage). Paulette Schmidt /  Spinning 
& Weaving Supplies, RFD1, Box 2410, Troy 
ME 04987 207-948-2286

Fine, long stapled, well-dkirted 
Cormo spinning fleece*).

White, Gray, Black. SASE for information.

H enry Ortmann, Box 2106, 
Wolf Point, MT 59201 (406) 392-5277

2% OF SALES TO CHARITY!
Fibers galore! Great prices!
Wheels, tools, books!

RR1 Box 230A 
Colfax, m  99111 
1-800-484-6687 #1311 
Catalog $2, ref. V' order
Email: sp inn ing@ colfax.com  

http ://users .co lfax .com /sp inn ingv :

/ h a n d s p in n in g  w o o l s
A select group of growers offering premium 

fleece from 16 of your favorite breeds. 
Send large SASE for brochure.

Prime Clips Wool Co-op
P.O. Box 466, Minnetrista, MN 55364

Black Sheep 
Newsletter

Published 

quarterly for 

growers, 

spinners and 

textile artists 

interested in black sheep, 

wool and other animal fibers.

$ 14 per year
sample copy $350

Black Sheep Newsletter
25455 NW Dixie Mtn Rd 

Scappoose, OR 97056

FLEECE: LOVELY NATURAL-COLORED
gray, brow n, black, w h ite , $3/lb. LSASE for 
sam ples. Georgia W olterbeek, F airm o u n t 
Farm, Rindge, N H  03461._________________

FOR SALE: C am el dow n, llam a; all colors, 
and m ohair fiber. C leaned, carded and ready 
for sp inning . Sam ples availab le . C all (913) 
543-2598.________________________________

GRANITE CREEK FARM—fine w ool and 
long w ool crossbred fleeces. Raw or carded, 
natural or dyed. Spinning, kn itting , weaving 
supplies. Yarn or fleece sam ples p lus price 
list $2. Marta Ljungkull, 642 27th Ave., Cum- 
berland, WI 54829. (715) 822-8766._________

GREASE MOHAIR, ALL TYPES. We guar­
antee satisfaction. A sk about our club, quan­
tity  discounts. Middlebrook Natural Fibers,
M aynard, AR. (501) 647-3136.

HAND-PICKED FLEECES from Flume Farm. 
N atural colors. Karakul, Navajo Churro, Scot­
tish  Blackface, colored m ohair. Roving avail­
able in  K arakul, m ohair. Please send $2 for 
sam ples, p rices. Ann and Bill Chambers, 
18101 NO. U.S. Hwy. 666, Cortez, CO 81321. 
(970) 882-4443.___________________________

IMMACULATE BLUE-RIBBON R om ney 
fleeces in  all natural colors. Luxuriously soft, 
lu s tro u s , re s ilien t. Sam ples $2/pg. Kings 
Valley since 1976. 39968 Ward, M onm outh, 
OR 97361. (541) 929-2100.________________

JACOB FLEECES, JSBA reg istered , sp in ­
ner/w eaver's flock—top-quality, guaranteed 
fleeces for handspinning. Send SASE for sam ­
ple and p rice lis t. Craft's at Bluffton, 2572 
Village Rd., D ecorah , IA 52101. (319) 735- 
5533.____________________________________

KARAKUL FLEECES ex tra  clean . Raw or 
washed. $4/lb. for adult and $5/lb. for lamb. 
Send $1 for sam ples. Mary Carol Buchholz,
6800 Creek Rd., Dripping Springs, TX 78620. 
(512) 858-7920.___________________________

KEEP YOUR WOOL CLEAN w ith  Sheep 
C overs from  I've Got Ewe Covered, 723 
Vivian St., Longm ont, CO 80501. (303) 651- 
6041._____________________________________

KRAUSE SHOW LINCOLNS. C lean , lu s ­
trous, w h ite  and colored, sp in n e r-sk irted  
fleeces. $4/lb. (plus shipping). Sam ples $2. 
Jeanette Krause, 3266 Klam, Colum biaville, 
MI 48421. (810) 793-7472._________________

LA PLATA FARMS is located  in  the beau ti­
fu l sou thw est. O ne stop for fibers, w heels, 
dyes, looms, gadgets. Cham pion fleeces. Write 
for free catalog. 1281 C ounty  Rd. 123, Hes- 
perus, CO 81326. (970) 385-4375.__________

LINCOLN ROVING, WHITE/SILVER. Also 
R om ney and crosses b a tts , n a tu ra l colors, 
$8/lb. p lus shipping. Sam ples $1. N elson's 
Sheep Shed, 41 M t. View R anch Rd., Gold- 
endale, WA 98620.

^  ANCO RA  RABBITS (£,
Giants and Colored Germans, quality animals bred for 

fantastic fiber! Angora wool, papaya tablets also for sale, 
LSASE for bunny list or info.

cWooly &  cWilds J^ngoras
HC 71, 125 Radar H ill Rd. S5

Burns, OR 97720 (541) 573-5123
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'TH E W O O L  COOP"
W tf'k '* ' 17768 Riche Rd., Davis, IL 61019 
K . W \  (8 1 5 )8 6 5 -5 4 1 3

' BUY DIRECT FROM THE FARM!
Just a short drive Northwest of Rockford, IL 

Wool, mohair, angora, llama 
Raw, washed, carded, dyed, blended - batts or rovings 

Send a SASE for brochurel

N ew  Zealan d Fleeces
Beautiful, clean, heavily skirted, top quality 

spinning fleeces, White and Coloured. 
Romney 6lb pack $33 Merino 6lb pack $43 
Halfbred 6lb pack $38 Samples $2

Inclusive Postage, Check, VISA, MasterCard 
STUART ALBREY, ARNO RD. 9 WAIMATE N.Z. 

Farmstay guests welcome.

Southwest Corner
PO Box 418, Bisbee, AZ 85603 

520-432-3603
Joa n  Ruane 

Fibers • Supplies 
r 0 t t0 n *  Equipment • Workshops
"Spinners Source" Send Lq. SASE for Newsletter / Catalog

THE BLUE WHALE
33 3 0  SIMCOE ST. NORTH, 

COLUMBUS, ONT. L1H 7K4 CANADA 
phone: 905-655-8406 fax: 905-655-8737

• Natural yarns & fibres • W orkshops
• H andblended rovings • Kits in wooden 

boxes • Spinning wheels & Fleeces
• Sachets, essential oils, etc.

M ail order inquiries welcome

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■■ n r
NOW AVAILABLE ;

IN LIMITED QUANTITY ■ 
MGSK OX FIBER & LEATHER [ 

FROM GREENLAND .
High quality fiber with excellent yield.

Available in 1# bags, butter soft musk ox leather a

To order call: (715) 597-2472 [ 
Fax: (715) 597-2596 or write: a 

Kathi Pedersen, ■ 
V.O. Box 18>2, Osseo, WI 54756 J 

.................................... ■ ■ « « ■ ■

INDA FARM

T H E INDA FA R M  F IB E R  FA C TO RY
26336 Crow Road • Eugene, OR 97402 • (541) 345-9498

DYED & NATURAL ROVING IN WOOL, MOHAIR OR BLENDS 
YARN • SPINNING W H EELS & ACCESSO RIES

SEND OR CALL FOR OUR FR EE  BROCHURE

LLAMA FIBER: grow n and organically  
processed in  th e  Pacific N o rth w e st. Seven 
n a tu ra l colors of roving $2/oz, 2-ply yarns 
$4/oz. Select 1996 fleeces. Free S&H. W hole­
sa le /re ta il— 1 lb. m in im u m . Friendly, p e r­
sonal service. Kay Sharpnack, Hinterland 
Ranch, PO Box 1839, Sisters, OR 97759. (541) 
549-1215.________________________________

LUSTROUS, VERY FINE kid and adult m o­
hair. A ll natu ra l colors. D ark  reds, jet black, 
browns, blue and more. SASE for hst. Hidden 
V alley Ranch, Box 862 In d ian  H ills , CO 
80454. (303) 697-4293.____________________

LUXURIOUS BACTRIAN CAMEL fiber. 
Send $3 and LSASE for brochure and samples, 
dana’s designs-SO, 13755 396th  Ave., Bath, 
SD 57427.________________________________

LUXURIOUS MOHAIR ROVING. Excep­
tionally  clean. Also Jacob roving and fleece. 
For sam ples send $2 to  Walnut Glen Farm, 
588 M cCormack Rd., Waddy, KY 40076. (502) 
829-0210.________________________________

MOHAIR! MOHAIR! MOHAIR! 15 colors to 
choose from . B eautifu l carded m ohair, 8 
o z /$ l l .  C all or drop us a lin e  for free sam ­
ples/color cards. Dos Hermanas Fiberworks, 
4504 A m istad Dr., M idland TX 79707. (915) 
697-8869.________________________________

MOHAIR, '97 SPRING KID. Top quality, raw 
$7.50/lb . no burs. W ashed $ 10.50/lb. G or­
geous yearling same price. Sorry, no samples 
but satisfaction guaranteed. All prices include 
postage and handling. Custom  dyed upon re­
quest. (800) 233-7647. Alamo Ranch, Janet.

MOHAIR—white kid $7/lb., adult $5/lb. Col­
ored m ohair from $ 12 /lb . Fine Targhee wool 
$2.50/lb. Kinnic Creek, N7521 State Rd 65, 
River Falls, WI 54022. (715) 425-9100.

ONLY A FEW LEFT! Fleeces—ideal for hand­
spinners—w hite and natural colors (some jet 
black) from  flock of cham pion fleeces. Send 
$2 for samples. Black Socks Sheep & Wool, 
8510 W. S m ithv ille  Rd., Peoria, IL  61607- 
9420.____________________________________
ORGANICALLY GROWN: N ew  Zealand 
w h ite  Rom ney w ool; clean, soft, lu strous. 
Black Border Leicester/N ew  Zealand Rom ­
ney; soft, very black. Hogget fleeces of Ram- 
bouillet/N ew  Zealand Romney, available in 
September, 1997. Spinner/producer sensitive 
to the needs of fiber artists. W hite $3.50/lb., 
and Black $4.50/lb. raw plus shipping. Avail­
able washed. Sam ples/inform ation, $1 plus 
SASE: Sunset Springs Ranch, PO Box 4093, 
Salem, OR 97302.________________________
PERENDALE WOOL! A m erican registered! 
Long staple, easy to spin! Clean skirted fleece, 
scoured fleece, yearling fleece, processed rov- 
ings/yarns. Samples $2. Yinger Farm, PO Box 
31, Bethel, OH 45106. (513) 734-1405.

POLWARTH, CORMO x Targhee, and Black 
L incoln  w ool. H andsp inner sk irted , clean. 
SASE for free sam ples to  Nancy Ortmann, 
Box 2107, Wolf Point, M T 59201. Inquiries, 
call (406) 392-5356._______________________
RAMBOUILLET FLEECES from the Land of 
Enchantm ent. Coated year round, carefully 
sheared and skirted for the fiber artist. Shear­
ing early April—will have lambs wool fleeces 
for the first tim e! Two first-class stam ps to 
30 Sheep and Wool, 306 Peach Ln., Carlsbad, 
NM 88220. (505) 887-9629.________________

B r ig id ’s F a rm
N a tu ra l  D ye  E x tra c ts  by C o lo r T ren d s  

H a n d  dyed s ilk  k an k ie s , & s ilk  b len d  rov ings 
F o r  a  generous sam p lin g  o f fibers  send  & 10 

o r  L S A S E  fo r  b ro c k u re  

1 8 7 0  S t.  B r id g e t s  R o a d , S o l o n ,  I A  5 2 3 3 3  

3 1 9 .6 4 4 .3 2 9 1 ________________

COTTON
Colored & White

Organic ♦ Hand-picked
Contact Katherine Hyatt for price list.
P.O. Box 233, Castalia, NC 27816

Registered 
JacoS, Merino Spinners

‘White & Colored 
Angora Qoats 
freezer LamS

The Van Vaff^enSurgs 
87 ‘Easttafe “Road 

iPiksgrove, 08098 
(‘Woodstown)

(609)769-1526

Louise Heite is your American source for

Icelandic Wool
Spinners, weavers, knitters, and felters 

call toll-free 1 -800-777-9665
LOUISE HEITE, IMPORTER 

PO Box 53, Camden, Delaware 19934-0053

FANTASTIC FIBERS TO SPIN
Silks • Camel Down • Alpaca Top 

Domestic & New Zealand Rovings • Mohair 
Goat • Angora • Pima Cotton • Lots of 

exotic blends • Merino Top • Huge variety 
of Australian and New Zealand fleeces 

Spinning Equipment 
Complete Yarn Samples $5.00 

Fiber Samples $4.00 • Catalog $ I
THE FIBER STUDIO
Foster Hill Road 
PO Box 637, Dept. S 
Henniker, NH 03242 
open Tues.-Sat., 10 -4  
(603) 428-7830
http://www.conknet.com/fiberstudio

WOOL

a ca  i

AUSTRALIA’S FINEST FIBERS
Top quality, luxurious, clean, skirted fleeces of 
various colors, types and breeds from 2000 
sheep. Lustrous colored MOHAIR. Exotic 

ALPACA. Also tanned skins.
Choose your own fleece by sight and feel. 

Samples $3 U.S.
Prompt, friendly, personalized attention. 

Cyril Lieschke, “CORA LYNN,"
Henty N.S.W., 2658 Australia.
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COTTON
spinning fibers 
at their best!

1-800-322-7888

E x p o r t e r s  O f Q u a l i t y  
N a t u r a l  C o lo u r e d  

NEW ZEALAND WOOLS
Well-grown clean (greasy) fleeces, suitable for all 

handcrafts. $US/lb (P&P included). 
White/Coloured Fleeces $5.50; Rovings $6.50; 
Scoured $7.50; Working sample packs $15.00; 
Samples $1. Also blends—wool/other fibres.

DON & JANET PEEL
Raes Junction, RD Dunedin 9021, New Zealand

Q I V I U Q
finest quality from  arctic m uskox 

sp inning  fibres and  yarns
F O L K N I T S

2151 2nd Ave., Whitehorse, YT 
Y1A 1C6 C anada
(403) 668-7771

Wendy Chambers PROPRIETOR

N O R T H  C O U N T R Y  K N I T W E A R

EST. 1979

R a m b o u i l l e t  &  B o r d e r  L e i c e s t e r
Registered Sheep

Bed & Breakfast

Bob & Nicky Wilson 139 Compromise Rd. 
(609) 769-1631 Mannington, NJ 08079

LIBERTY RIDGE 
CUSTOM CARDING

Luscious dyed, carded wools, & mohair 
Fleeces • Fibers • Books

50 samples $5

Reg. White and Black Romneys 
Reg. Angora Goats 
German & English 
Angora Rabbits

LIBERTY RIDGE
6175 Greenway-Lowell Rd. 
Verona, NY 13478 
(315) 337-7217

AN' $

RARE-BREED FLEECES and rov ing  in  a 
varie ty  of colors and shades. Send SASE to 
receive brochure and '97 samples. Pandemo­
nium  Farms, 9741 N  D rive N o rth , B attle 
Creek, MI 49017. (616) 963-5882.__________

RAW KID MOHAIR FLEECES in convenient 
1 pound bags. $10/pound. I pay postage. Also 
reg istered  A ngora goats for sale. Mohair & 
Ewe, 2513 Tom s C abin  Rd., E m m ett, ID 
83617. (208) 365-3636; fax (208) 365-1522.

SHETLAND FLEECES—WONDERFUL to
spin, from  th e  fog-w ashed O regon coast. 
Breeding stock also available. Yaquina View  
Farm, 7563 Yaquina Bay Rd., N ew port, OR 
97365. (541) 265-7463.____________________

SHETLAND SHEEP FLEECES—soft, varie­
gated natural colors, clean and w ell-skirted. 
$8/lb., 3-lb. average. Registered breeding stock 
available. Serene Scenes of Gibson Farms, PO 
Box 245, Siletz, OR 97380. (541) 444-2292.

TARGHEE, RAMBOUILLET, CORMO,
M erino (new  in  '97) and  crosses. Award w in ­
n ing covered, w ell-sk irted , w h ite  and colored 
fleeces. Samples/prices $2. lanet's Fine Wools, 
Janet Thom pson, 1295 E. M t. View, Fresno, 
CA 93725. e-m ail JLTSPINNER@aol.com

WERNRIDGE FARM hom e of Shear Heaven 
Luxury Fiber. M ohair, w ool b lends, raw, 
w ashed, rovings, m ill spun  yarns, na tu ra l, 
dyed. W 1185 Village Line Rd., Sullivan, WI 
53178. (414) 593-8063.

s a u v s  s h o p
Source for All Your 

Spinning and Weaving Supplies

Custom Dyed & Blended 
Rovings

Catalog $2.00 ■ Fiber Sam ples on R equest 
Visit o u r Shop or Mail O rder

Phone O rders  W elcome! 10 am  -  5:30 pm  VISA/MC

139 College St., W adsw orth , OH 44281 ■  (330) 334-1996

M o u n t a i n  V i e w  
W d d l e n s

• Personally selected 
handspinning fleeces.

• Sliver or batts.
• Large selection of breeds.

• Over 500 pounds in stock.
• W e also have alpaca, llama, mohair, 

and angora fibers.
• Offering custom spinning, handspun 

yarns.
• Ashford/Majacraft wheels
• Hatchtown Farm exquisitely crafted 

handspinning tools.
• Handcrafted wrist distaffs.
W rite or call fo r complete list and prices. Samples $2. 

Don &  Beth  O ’Bannon 
P.O. Box 1274, Sonoma, C A  95476 
(800) 752-7100 (707) 938-4454

Mananica’s Navajo-Churro Wool
SELECT FLEECES -  ALL COLORS

2 PLY WORSTED RUG WARP
W H IT E  OR N A T U R A L  B L A C K

SASE for samples

QQ. 1624 CoMales. 87048

N orthern  N e v a d a ’s F inest ■  
2JP Ranch & Martel’s Acre

Satin Angora Rabbit, Home of “Thunder Reef 
Reserve Champion Colored CA State Fair 9/96

Naturally Colored M ohair  •  Free price  list 
Polly Holmes, Shirley Martel, 4735 Quince Ave., Dept S, 

Silver Springs, NV B9429 • (702) 577-2100

CUSTOM CARDING
O U R SPECIALITY
"Fine Fibers"

BATTS, ROVINGS, WEBS 
FIBERS DYED 

PROCESSED FIBERS AVAILABLE
THE RABBIT WREN

RR4, Box 130B • W a r s a w , MO 65355 
(816) 438-2106

c/fbaocy«,y rTu't/tcf/ 
W o o l S a le

M erino, F inn/R am bouillet 
Shetland, Icelandic 
Fleece and Roving 

Spinning and W eaving Equipm ent 
Ready Spin, Louet 
SpinC raft Patterns

B r o c h u r e s  A v a iia b L e

3410 E . 2375 Rd. 
M arse ille s , IL  61341 
(8 1 5 )4 9 6 -2 6 2 8

1465 R iv e rv iew  Rd. 
A m boy, IL  61310 

(815) 857-2490

100% Vermont 
CORRIEDALE WOOL

$4.50/lb. + shipping - covered fleeces 
Alpaca $4/oz.

WOOLY HILL FARM
Rd. 1, Bridport, VT 05734 

(802) 758-2284
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Instruction
ACADEMY OF SPINSTERS—Fiber vaca­
tions! Classes—spinning, dyeing, fleece weav­
ing. Lodging provided. Send stam p for infor­
m ation. The Sheep Shed, Box 731, Encam p­
m ent, WY 82325.

BODEGA ESTERO BED & BREAKFAST
Farm. H istoric retreat area of Sonoma Coast. 
Small farm , 4 room s, p rivate baths. Classes 
offered in  co n ju n ctio n  w ith /w ith o u t stays. 
All aspects and levels of spinning from  p u r­
chasing fleece to finished garm ents. We raise 
Angora goats, rabb its, sheep, and llam a for 
fiber. (800) 422-6321 or SASE to Box 362, 
Bodega, CA 94922.

ENGLISH LAKE DISTRICT w oolw ork ing  
holidays—spinning, natural dyeing, knitting, 
em broidery. O ld (1771) stone farm house in  
village near W ordsw orth 's b irthplace. Good 
food and accom m odation. Brochure: Carolyn 
Rawlinson, Limetree House, Dovenby, Cock- 
e rm ou th , C um bria , E ngland CA13 OPN. 
Phone (01900) 824923.____________________

GREAT DIVIDE WEAVING SCHOOL.
M ountain retreat. Tapestry! Easy! Great food! 
Two students per class. Everything supplied. 
Brochure: Box W -ll, Divide, CO 80814-9018. 
(719) 687-3249.___________________________

HILLCREEK FIBER STUDIO. W orkshops in  
sp inn ing  and  n a tu ra l dyeing, p lus m u lt i­
harness, triangular fram e loom , and Navajo 
weaving. W eekend and w eek-long. Bed and 
breakfast. W orkshop brochure: send SASE to 
HFS, 7001 H illcreek Rd. SO, Colum bia, MO 
65203. (314) 874-2233.____________________

PRISCILLA A. GIBSON-ROBERTS offers 
two re trea ts  w ith  Valley Folk A rts in  W est­
ern  C olorado. A u g u st 10-12: S p inn ing  on 
the versa tile  high w horl h and  spindle w ith  
hand  tools, to  create a fu ll range of classic 
yarns: high- and low -tw ist, fine and bulky, 
singles and p lied . A ugust 14-16: K n ittin g  
socks in  the unique eastern ethnic traditions 
to m aster techn iques of anc ien t design and 
construc tion . Sm all classes, lim ite d  en ro l­
lm en t. R easonab le lodging  on our ra n c h / 
campus. $175 plus m aterials. VFA, 1493 106 
Rd., Carbondale, CO 81623. (970) 963-2562; 
crm s-developm ent@ crm s.org

RIVER FARM WEEKENDS and Fiber Satur­
days. Year round on the banks of the Shenan­
doah in the Valley of Virginia. Beginner, In ­
te rm ed ia te , and A dvanced H andsp inn ing , 
Priscilla Blosser-Rainey. K nitting, P riscilla 
Gibson-Roberts. O vershot Weaving, Barbara 
M iller. Ind ig o /C o ch in ea l D yeing, M are tta  
Crider. Beginning W eaving, M aretta  Crider. 
Rug-weaving and Felting, Tacy Hawkins. C at­
alog $1. The River Farm, 9400 Congress St., 
PO Box 895, N ew  M arket, VA 22844. (540) 
896-5833; (800) 872-9665. ___________

S u z a n n e  _ 1519„ -------- Conroe, TX 77304
K O DDY 409-441 -1718 (ph/fax)
H a n d  w e a v e r  suzieroddy@aol.com

Q u a l it y  S e r v ic e  &
D i s c o u n t  P r ic e s  s in c e  1986

Natural yarns, fibers, dyes—Our Specialty! 
Wide selection of books & weaving/spinning 
equipment. Free shipping and sample catalog 

w/floor looms/wheels.
Pricc list--$2, S am ple catalogs: Y arri"$20, Fiber—$15

S p in n in g  L lam a  & A lpaca
B o o k  by  C hris S w itzer

• Wool preparation • Dyeing • Spinning
• Marketing • Projects • more 
44 pages, $10+$1.60 postage 
Chris Switzer, PO Box 3800,
Dept SO, Estes Park, CO 80517w

EARTH GUILD
T o o l s  • M a t e r i a l s  * B o o k s  
f o r  Handcraf ts

33 Haywood Street • DEPT SO  
Asheville, NC 28801  • 1 -8 0 0 -3 2 7 -8 4 4 8

M o n - S a t  *10  a m - 6  pm  e a s t e r n  - —

SPINNING WHEELS 
& HAND TOOLS 
UNSPUN FIBERS 
WEAVING LOOMS & 
EQUIPMENT & YARNS 
KNITTING 
DYEING 
BASKETRY 
POLYMER CLAYS (■ 
BEADS & FINDINGS

C a l l  o r  W r i t e  f o r  FREE CATALOG
l i s t i n g  S t a r t e r  S e t s ,  S a m p le s ,  B a s i c  B o o k s  

o r  S end  s3  f o r  o u r  1 0 0  page 
COMPLETE MAIL ORDER CATALOG

r  ITEMS FOR CREATIVE HANDS! n
yr Wheels • Looms • Books • Videos 

Fibers •  Yams • Bamboo Needles 
Knitted/Felted Garment Patterns 

Honey Rock Ent., 10363 Loches Rd NE, St Louisville, OH 43071 

Phone: 614-745-2832 / (800) 745-2834 • Visa/MC/Discover
[Write or call for FREE brochure. Fiber or yam samples upon request

/tte x a ttd n u i 7extiCe<i,
P.O. B ox 1610 

Chadds Ford, PA 19317

Natural Dyes
Looms • Spinning Wheels • Accessories • Books 

Beautiful Yams and Fibers

Schacht • Lendrum  • Louet • Ashford

Call fo r  our special offers 
Mail Order Visa/MC 

(800) 472-2945 FAX (610) 459-8844 
porterr@philly.infi.net

NORTHWEST REGIONAL SPINNER'S ASSOCIATION INC.

Inv ites you to  b e c o m e  a vital link
in a sp in n e rs  c o m m u n ic a tio n  

ne tw o rk  to  p ro m o te  a w a re n e s s  o f 
th e  a r t an d  c ra ft o f  h a n d sp in n in g  

an d  to  g ive sp in n e rs  th e  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  sh a re , lea rn , e d u c a te , 

study , c o m p e te , c o o p e ra te .
T en n e w s le tte rs  a  year.

For m ore inform ation sen d  LSASE to:

NWRSA
4 1 7  E ast Lake S tevens Road 

Lake S tev e n s  WA 9 8 2 5 8 -9 7 7 4

Literature
ANIMALS EXOTIC & SMALL celebrating  
our 8th year of publishing. AES is the premier 
journal of th e  exotic and m in ia tu re  an im al 
industry ! N ow  b im o n th ly  and e lec tron ic! 
Please v isit our web site at h ttp ://m em b ers . 
aol.com /A ES01/aes01.htm  for cu rren t clas­
sified ads, breeders directory, association lis t­
ings, ca lendar of events, adv ertis in g  rates, 
and m u c h  m ore. V isit o u r o n lin e  s to re  at 
http://www.shopsite.com /AES/. Subscription 
U.S. $10 per year includes one free classified 
per issue  (20 w ords, ad d itio n a l w ords 35c 
each. Phone orders w elcom e. AES, 1320 
M ounta in  Avenue, N orco, CA 91760-2852. 
(909) 371-4307; fax (800) 215-9905; e-m ail 
AES01@aol.com
BLACK SHEEP NEWSLETTER, pub lished  
quarterly  for growers, spinners, and tex tile  
artists interested in  colored sheep, wool, and 
other anim al fibers. Subscriptions are $14 per 
year in  U.S., sam ple copy $3. 25455 NW  
Dixie M tn. Rd., Scappoose, OR 97056.

FREE SAMPLE CO PY  of colorful, 64-page, 
q u a lity  te x tile  m agazine, “T extile  Fibre 
Forum ." This publication covers all the tex ­
tile arts in  the A ustralia region, and includes 
N ew  Zealand, plus an in te rnational com po­
nent. fust w rite  to TAFTA, PO Box 38, The 
GAP, Q4061 A ustralia (Send U.S. $4 to have 
your free copy sen t airm ail.) Y ou'll love it. 
No obligation.

HEMP! FOR TEXTILE ARTISTS. New  book 
by Cheryl Kolander. $40 ppd. Hem p top, five 
soft yarns (American spun), natural and N at­
urally  Dyed. Sam ples $2, colour chart $10. 
Kolander, 5806 N. Vancouver, Portland, OR 
97217. (503) 286-4149.____________________

LLAMAS MAGAZINE. Since 1979. A beau­
tiful four-color magazine covering all aspects 
of llamas and alpacas. 1 year (7 issues) $25; 2 
years (14 issue) $45; Sample $5.75. Llamas, 
PO Box 100, H erald, CA 95638. (209) 223- 
0469; fax (209) 223-0466.__________________

LICHEN DYES: A SOURCEBOOK. It's here! 
C om prehensive m onograph includes h is to ­
ry, charts, formulas, international references, 
bibliography, indexes. $12 U.S. ppd (au to ­
graphed). Karen D iadick C asselm an, Studio 
Vista, Cheverie, NS, Canada, BON 1G0.

THE SPINNING WHEEL SLEUTH. Explor­
ing all aspects of spinning w heels and re la t­
ed tools. $16/4 issues. Sam ple $3.50. The 
Spinning W heel Sleuth, PO Box 422, A n­
dover, MA 01810.

Llamas
M A G A Z I N E

Since 1979 
A beautiful four-color magazine 

covering all aspects of llamas and alpacas.

1 year (7 issues) - $25 
W f  2 years (14 issues) - $45 H P  

Sample copy - $5.75 w *

Llamas
P.O. Box 100, Herald, CA 95638 

^  (209) 223-0469 » FAX (209) 223-0466 j

Spring 1997 SPINO FF 127

mailto:crms-development@crms.org
mailto:suzieroddy@aol.com
mailto:porterr@philly.infi.net
http://members
http://www.shopsite.com/AES/
mailto:AES01@aol.com


Natural Dyes
largest se lection of natural dyes 

wool yarn, books, natural dye & knitting kits
send SASE and $1.00 for catalog

Earthsong Farm
7327 Palo Tia Road Embarass, MN 55732 

___________________ 218-984-3247

GREAT BUYS!
Everything For The Spinner.
Special prices on all wheels 
in stock. Clover Knitting 
Needles • Washed Fleeces • Quilt Batts. 
Inquires: POBox4

B & P HOBBIES

%T*MothGuartl%f#
Finally. . .  an odorless way 

to protect wool against moths.
WATER-BASED •  COLORLESS •  IMOIMALLERGENIC
Renders wool inedible to moths. Not an insecticide.

22oz. Spray Bottle $1933 PPd
Treats Six Sweaters

If you value your wools, order MothGuard today! 
P.O. Box 423 • Jenks, OK 74037-0423

(918) 296-5151 extension20
http://www.mothguard.com

Dealer inquiries welcom e. Available in gallon quantities.

________ Supplies________
CRAFTY EWE Locker Hooking Supplies. 
Hooks, spiral-bound book, canvas. New kit 
with Romney sliver. SASE for brochure to: 
Box 1603, Bonners Ferry, ED 83805. (208) 267- 
5062._____________________________________

EARTHSONG FIBERS. Natural fibers, yarns, 
dyes, herbs, and essential oils,- spinning, knit­
ting, weaving equipment; books and videos. 
Catalog $2; with quarterly new sletter $5. 
5115 Excelsior Blvd., #428, Dept. SO, M in­
neapolis, MN 55416. (612) 926-1201; (800) 
473-5350.________________________________
PUMPKINSPUN FIBER DESIGNS—Spindle 
Jewels™ new C eltic swirl earrings, support 
spindles, more. Retail brochure $1, wholesale 
brochure with credentials. Sadelle Wiltshire, 
Pumpkinspun-SO, 400 Beech St., Benning- 
ton, VT 05201. (802) 442-4921.____________

TYNSELL HANDSPINNING SUPPLIES. Tra­
ditional English woolcombs, flax hackles, fine 
fibres, unusual fleeces, spinning equipment. 
Catalog $3, sorry, no checks. 53 Cross Green 
Rd., Huddersfield, HD5 9XX, England. Phone 
01484 534273. ___________

YARN BARN carries fine la ce  needles. Dou­
ble-points (set of 5) size 2/0, 3/0, 4/0—$5; size 
5/0, 6/0—$7.60; size 8/0—$8. Call (800) 468- 
0035. Yam Bam, 918 Mass. St., Lawrence, KS 
66044.

Fibrecrafts supplies customers in 40 countries with all 
their Spinning, Dyeing, Weaving, and Feltmaking ma­
terials. The 1996 catalogue contains 32 full pages with 
hundreds of items including British fleece, books and 
videos and offering easy payment through Visa/MC. 
Send $5 to: FIBRECRA FTS, Style Cottage, Lower 

Eashing, Godalming, Surrey GU7 2QD, England.
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Cast Iron 
‘Voorstops • rBookenis 

rBunnies &> S feep  i- ^ =  •

“Sitting Bunny’

§ FREE
Catalogue Available 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 

$24.95 & $3.95 S&H

„ . „ (approx. size I V 2 " X 103/4")
Bunnies in Basket 1

Send check or 
money order to:

Belinda DeCicco 
2120 Rt. 50,
Mays Landing, 
NJ 08330 ‘Grazing Sheep'
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ROVINGS
Custom Carding and Dyeing 
of fine wools and exotic fibres

* Processing of 
intensely tael

* We also make
* Blending and

wools into buttery, spinnable, 
exotic blend you may require.
Rainbow Batts

to your specifications as well as
colour

* Sole North American Distributor of Wendy Dennis’ prime-coated 
Polwarth wools. Greasy, washed, dyed, rovings, batts, etc.

* Quantity Discounts.

We stcind behind your fibres and ours.

Price list available upon request. 
Sample Cards $ 1 0 .0 0

Francine Ruiter 
Michelle Ruiter 
Box 192 
Oakbank, MB 
Canada ROE 1JO

8 0 0 -2 6 6 !
Fax: (204) 4 4 4 -2 2 4 5

Shop Hours
Tuesday -  Friday 10:00 -  5 :00  (CST) 
Saturday 10:00 -  1:00

Visa/MC accepted 
ces are in Canadian Dollars



Spin-Off Autumn Retreat and Workshops 
October 19-26,1997 

Smugglers’ Notch, Vermont

Join us for the fifteenth annual SOAR 
and treat yourself to a spinning 
experience you'll never forget—three- 
day workshops, four half-day retreat

, J  sessions, a spinners' market and
,1. . _ .

sailer/, fashion show, spin-in, plus 
relaxed time for sharing your passion. 
Come spin your time with us.

WORKSHOPS, October 20-22
Rita Buchanan ~ Spinnins the Yarn of Your Choice 
Sylvia Cosh & James Walters ~ The Magic of the Hook 
Patricia Emerick & Jane Fournier ~ Silk, Linen, Cotton: 

Fiber to Finished Project 
Massie Glossop ~ Yarn Design: Plain and Fancy 
Judith MacKenzie ~ The Bast Fibers: Flax, Ramie, Hemp 
Deb Menz ~ Spinning a Tapestry 
Carol Rhoades ~ Scandinavian Wools: Unique Fleeces for 

Special Spinning and Knitting Techniques 
Margaret Stove ~ Handspinning Superfine Merino 
Peter & Jaquie Teal ~ Wool Combing, Blending Colored 

Fibers, and Worsted Spinning 
Michele Wipplinger ~ Eco Dyes

RETREAT SESSIONS, October 23-26
Sylvia Cosh ~ A Taste of Scrumbling • Going Round in Circles 
James Walters ~ Slip into Crochet • Intermeshing?
Margaret Stove ~ Fine Tuning for Fine Spinners 
Peter Teal ~ Wool Combing 
Jaquie Teal ~ Worsted Spinning
Carol Rhoades ~ Handcarding with Less Stress and More Fun
Rita Buchanan ~ Spinning Thick Yarns
Judith MacKenzie ~ Marvelous Mohair
Jane Fournier ~ Selecting Wools for Blending
Patricia Emerick ~ Luxury Fibers
Michele Wipplinger ~ Simple Earth Pigments
Maggie Glossop ~ Playing with Plying
Deb Menz -Color and Plying

Tuition: $245 plus supplies Tuition: $285

REGISTRATION Tuition for Workshop and Retreat: $480 plus supplies
Workshop and retreat session enrollment guarantees 
optimum interaction with the mentors.
Registration will be confirmed on a first-come basis 
according to postmark only no earlier than May 7 
(no fax or e-mail please).
Send for registration materials now.
Include your name, address, 
and 554 postage (no SASE) to:
SOAR ’97, Interweave Press
201 East Fourth Street, Loveland, CO 80537-5655
Outside of U.S. call (970) 669-7672, 
fax (970) 667-8317, or e-mail 
Nancy_Disney@iwp.ccmail.compuserve.com 
in lieu of postage.

*  *  *r
LOCATION & LODGING
Smugglers' Notch is a mountain destination resort nestled 
amidst some of the most breathtaking scenery in the north­
west corner of Vermont. This full service resort is served by 
Burlington International Airport, 33 miles from Smugglers' 
Notch, and the Amtrack depot located 25 miles away in 
Essex Junction.
Lodging and Meals: $79 per person/night/double 
occupancy

mailto:Nancy_Disney@iwp.ccmail.compuserve.com
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