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The ARMOR GROUP University is back in
session

A few weeks ago, Nantes-based industrialist ARMOR GROUP welcomed the 8t intake
of the ‘Chemical Industry Team Leader’ Professional Qualification Certificate (CQP) to
its in-house university. Offered within the Group for the past é years, this state-
recognised certification is designed to help local managers in chemical industry
companies develop their managerial skills.

Supporting local managers in their mission

For several years now, ARMOR GROUP has been running two Certificats de Qualification Professionnel
(CQP) within its in-house university, ARMOR GROUP University: a CQP ‘Equipment or packaging line
operator in the chemical industries’, and a CQP ‘Team leader in the chemical industries’. The latter
certification, which was awarded to the latest intake of students at ARMOR GROUP University a few
weeks ago, is designed to help local managers at ARMOR GROUP and other companies in the
chemicals sector in Western France to develop their managerial skills. Recognised by the French
government as equivalent to a 2-year higher education qualification, this CQP is based on an average
of three training days per month. During the certification process, which lasts several months, trainees
learn how to support employees and help them develop their skills, how to motivate and motivate a
team, and how to pass on safety rules so that they are understood and complied with. ‘This course is a
plus, it's beneficial for me,” says Fanny Charrier, Packaging Leader at ARMOR GROUP and a trainee
in this 8" promotion. ‘The days are very useful, with lots of exercises and a lot of sharing with all the
trainees and trainers’.

The course culminates in a final examination conducted by an independent assessor from outside
ARMOR GROUP University. To date, 100% of all trainees who have taken the exam have passed.

Learn from other company cultures

The West Atlantic section of France Chimie (the professional organisation for chemical companies in
Brittany and Pays-de-la-Loire), which initiated the scheme, has entrusted ARMOR GROUP University
with the task of running the CQP in 2019. While the Nantes-based group is already very committed to
training its employees through its ARMOR GROUP University, founded in 2011, this certification is also
open to external employees. The classes, comprising around ten trainees, bring together employees
from various chemical industry companies in the Brittany and Pays-de-la-Loire regions: this year's
participants come from SANOFI WINTHROP INDUSTRIE, Secanim Bretagne, Inver France and
ARMOR GROUP. ‘This inter-company format is beneficial for the trainees, who can discuss their
practices and see what is being done elsewhere. This means, for example, getting to know each of the
companies from which the participants come,’ stresses Stéphanie Guitton, Training Manager at ARMOR
GROUP.

Kader Pineau is one of the employees from outside ARMOR GROUP who took part in this training
course last year: a local manager at Valspar (Sherwin-Williams Group), he was a trainee in the 7th
promotion. ‘This certification has given me greater legitimacy in my dealings with my colleagues,” he
explains. ‘It has given me greater self-confidence and | feel more at ease in management.” He adds:
‘The pleasant working climate, the friendly atmosphere in the group and the healthy exchanges between
the trainees have all helped us to improve’.
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A response to a training need identified by the industry

The CQP Team Leader in the chemical industries was launched 10 years ago by the West Atlantic
section of France Chimie. At the time, its members had identified the need to develop the managerial
culture within their companies and to support the development of the skills of employees who had taken
up local management positions as a result of career development. France Chimie Ouest-Atlantique
therefore took up the issue and worked on the creation of this CQP. Since the launch of this course,
convinced that local managers are essential cogs in the chemical industry's wheel, the trade body has
been working hand in hand with funding bodies to reduce the remaining costs for companies and
facilitate access to this certification.
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The 2024-2025 promotion of the CQP ‘Team Leader in the Chemical Industries’
Photo credit: ARMOR GROUP

About ARMOR GROUP

ARMOR GROUP is a Mid-Cap company, committed to serving a dynamic industry, focused on the challenges of the future. This industrial
group puts its expertise at the service of innovation and the production of essential components, in order to generate a positive social,
environmental and economic contribution. ARMOR GROUP is 100% owned by the management team and 450 employees-shareholders.
It is established worldwide and totals around 2,500 employees spread over some twenty countries across four continents. The Group
recorded revenue of €436M in 2023 (proforma including THS acquisition). It invests €50M every year in industrial equipment and R&D.
The Group is global leader in designing and producing thermal transfer ribbons for printing variable traceability data on labels and flexible
packaging (ARMOR-IIMAK). ARMOR GROUP, a front-line European player for innovative, sustainable consumables and inks as well as
print services (ALTKIN), is also a pioneer in developing and producing state- of-the-art materials like coated collectors for electric batteries
(ARMOR BATTERY FILMS), components and materials for additive manufacturing (KIMYA) and smart films and components (ARMOR
SMART FILMS). Since 2023, ARMOR GROUP has developed the ARMOR GROUP Open Industry programme, which aims to develop a
positive industrial ecosystem for the French economy and the environment by investing in and supporting high-impact technology start-
ups. WWWw.armor-group.com
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