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Circular economy: Altkin boosts its refurbished print 
cartridges offering 

 
Every second around the world, 54 ink cartridges are produced and used - that's 1.1 billion 
cartridges a year1. And according to one study, more than two thirds (70%) are simply thrown 
away, and not into an ink cartridge recycling bin2. It is against this backdrop that Altkin, the 
European leader in alternaFve prinFng, is strengthening its ranges of remanufactured print 
cartridges for A3 and A4 printers and mulFfuncFonals, and for ploIers and large-format 
printers. The company, a pioneer in the circular economy, is adding several dozen new products 
to its catalogue of 1,400 items. This is part of Altkin's drive to make alternaFve soluFons to new 
manufacturer-brand cartridges more widely available, drawing on its experFse in the 
remanufacturing process. 
 
Circular economy in the office: a stronger offering of remanufactured cartridges 
Altkin is con5nuing to expand its catalogue of remanufactured print cartridges, adding several 
dozen new Kyocera and Epson references. This completes its offering for business use, as well as 
for large-format prin5ng professionals (reprographics specialists, crea5on of architectural plans, 
etc.). As a whole, the catalogue now offers refurbished prin5ng consumables that can be used on 
over 95% of the makes and models of printers installed in Europe. Marketed as white label or 
under the OWA brand, Altkin's remanufactured cartridges are priced on average 30% less than 
new print cartridges from the prin5ng giants, for an equivalent level of quality. 
"The prin)ng sector opens up a field of easy and immediate ac)ons that make it possible to reduce 
its environmental impact without requiring heavy investment. Whether private companies or 
public bodies, by op)ng for refurbished cartridges, these organisa)ons are dras)cally reducing the 
amount of waste they generate and extending the lifespan of the products they use. It's also, in 
very prac)cal terms, a way of reconciling digital sobriety and economic performance," says 
Gerwald van der Gijp, Altkin's Managing Director. 
 
"Remanufacturing, the most complete value retenFon process" according to ADEME 
A lesser-known pillar of the circular economy than recycling and recondi5oning, remanufacturing 
is defined by ADEME as a rigorous and standardised process enabling a used part or product to be 
returned to a state of performance and func5onality equivalent to or even superior to that of its 
original state and for the same use. It thus differs from recondi5oning or simple refilling opera5ons 
in that it results in the refurbishment of used components or products to a uniform quality grade 
and performance. "At Altkin, the remanufacturing process is carried out in compliance with 

 
1 Planetscope h-ps://www.planetoscope.com/electronique/1286-consomma<on-mondiale-de-cartouches-d-encre-pour-imprimantes.html 
2 h-ps://tri-facile.fr/pensez-vert-importance-du-recyclage-des-cartouches-dencre-et-de-toner/ 
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manufacturers' patents. Essen)ally manual, this ac)vity is difficult to automate. It relies on skilled 
labour, which generates added value," adds Gerwald van der Gijp.  
A specialist in alterna5ve prin5ng, Altkin has over 30 years' industrial exper5se in the 
remanufacture of prin5ng consumables. Every year, the company refurbishes more than 2 million 
cartridges. These then find their way into the offices of private companies such as Arkea. As well 
as in public establishments or local authori5es, which, like all public players, since the AGEC law 
must acquire a minimum threshold of 20% of products from reuse or recycling or which include 
recycled materials, such as Antony town hall (92) or the Plaine de France territorial hospital 
grouping (GHT). 
 
About ALTKIN (www.altkin-group.com) 
ALTKIN, the European leader in remanufactured prin.ng solu.ons, offers flexible, alterna.ve solu.ons and extensive services for 
all prin.ng needs. Its exper.se and businesses are structured around four pillars: Products, Care, Tech and Tailored. Its customers 
are distributors and reseller partners, manufacturers, and corporates. ALTKIN invests in R&D as well as in its industrial equipments 
to guarantee, cer.fy and prove the performance of its prin.ng solu.ons. ALTKIN has a turnover of €90M in 2023 and employs 
more than 700 people. ALKTIN is an ARMOR GROUP company, a responsible and commi_ed player promo.ng social innova.on. 
The group is world leader in the design and manufacture of thermal transfer ribbons for prin.ng variable traceability data on labels 
and flexible packaging. With an worldwild presence, ARMOR GROUP employs nearly 2,450 people in some twenty countries on 
four con.nents. The group’s turn over was €446m in 2024. 
 
 

 
Print cartridge remanufacturing process at Altkin. 
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