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GREEK OREGANO Origanum vulgare hirtum

LIFE CYCLE : Perennial
SOWING : (Transplant: recommended) Sow seeds on the top of the growing medium in flats 8-10 weeks before the 
last frost. Gently tamp them into the soil mix, as they require light to germinate. Keep moist. Transplant to individual 
containers when seedlings have 4 true leaves. When the danger of frost has passed, transplant outside, spacing plants 
12” apart in rows 18” apart. 
GERMINATION : 7-14 days at 65-70 °F
LIGHT : Sun/Part Shade 
SOIL : Grows best in well-drained, sandy soil. If grown in rich soils it may lose its pungent scent. 
MATURITY : 80-90 days
HARVEST : Harvest entire stems just as plants are coming into bloom, cutting about 2” above the base of the plant. 
An established planting can be cut back two to six times during the growing season.
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GENOVESE BASIL Ocimum basilicum

LIFE CYCLE : Annual
SOWING : (Direct Seed: recommended) Plant seed 1/4” deep, 2-3 seeds per inch, in rows 18” apart. Firm the soil over 
the seeds. Thinning is not necessary, but 4-8” final spacing produces healthy, full plants. 
(Transplant) Sow indoors 6 weeks prior to setting out. Plant 1/4” deep. Transplant to field when seedlings have 3-4 sets 
of leaves. Final spacing 4-8” for transplants, in rows 18” apart. 
GERMINATION : 5-10 days at 65-70 °F
LIGHT : Sun 
SOIL : Moderately rich, moist soil. Basil is not drought tolerant and can be damaged by heat stress. Regular moisture 
throughout the growing season helps to ensure a good crop. 
MATURITY : 68 days
HARVEST : Begin light harvesting after plants have become established. It is best done in the early morning when the 
temperature is cooler and the leaves are less likely to wilt. Full harvest should be done just before plants start to flower. 
Cut the entire plant 4-6” above ground to promote a second growth. Leaves are easily bruised when picking, 
so handle carefully.
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SWEET MARJORAM Origanum majorana

LIFE CYCLE : Tender Perennial
SOWING : (Transplant : recommended) Sow seeds on the top of the growing medium in flats 8-10 weeks before the 
last frost. Gently tamp them into the soil mix, as they require light to germinate. Keep moist. Transplant into individual 
containers when seedlings are large enough to handle. Pinch out the growing tip of the plants to promote branching 
and higher yields. After the last frost, transplant out at 6-8” spacing in rows 18” apart. 
(Direct seed) Sow seeds after the last frost. Scatter the seeds, 2-3 seeds per inch, in a narrow band on top of the 
prepared soil and tamp gently into place, as seeds require light to germinate. Keep moist. Thin to stand 6-8” apart. 
GERMINATION : 7-14 days at 65 -70 °F
LIGHT : Sun 
SOIL : Marjoram grows well in light soil of average fertility. It will not tolerate dry soils. 
MATURITY : 80-95 days
HARVEST : Cut entire plants just as they begin to flower. For drying, hang small bunches upside down 
in a well-ventilated, dry location out of direct sunlight.
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ITALIAN PARSLEY Petroselinum crispum

LIFE CYCLE : Biennial
SOWING : (Transplant : recommended) Sow in 1” cell containers. 
(Direct seed) Sow in spring after the danger of frost has passed, about 1/4- 1/2” deep, 3 seeds per inch in single rows 
or 2-3” wide bands 12-18” apart. Thin plants to 8-12” apart. 
GERMINATION : 14-30 days at 65-70 °F
LIGHT : Sun 
SOIL : Grows well in moist, fertile soil. If planted in a well-drained location, it can normally be wintered over 
to produce a crop early the following spring. Mulch where temperatures drop below 0°F. 
MATURITY : 75 days
HARVEST : Clip leaves when needed. To maintain the crispness and appearance of freshly harvested parsley, 
store at temperatures of 32–36°F at 95% relative humidity.
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DILL Anethum graveolens

LIFE CYCLE : Annual
SOWING : (Direct Seed: recommended) Sow in spring as soon as the soil can be worked. Sow seeds 1/8 -1/4” deep, 
1/4-1/2” apart, in rows at least 3” apart. Thinning is not necessary. Successive sowings can be done every three weeks 
to harvest fresh greens continuously. 
(Transplant) Dill can be started indoors in containers or cell trays. Sow 3-5 seeds per cell. Transplant out using 2-4” 
spacing in rows at least 4” apart. 
GERMINATION : 7-21 days at 65-70 °F
LIGHT : Sun 
SOIL : Well drained, sandy soil that is slightly acidic. 
MATURITY : 40-45 days
HARVEST : Foliage may be harvested once the plants have become established right up to flowering. Harvest seed 
heads just as the seeds begin to turn a golden brown.
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COMMON CHIVE Allium schoenoprasum

LIFE CYCLE : Perennial
SOWING : (Direct Seed: recommended) In spring, sow 1/4” deep as soon as the soil warms up. Place 4-6 seeds every 6” 
or 1-2 seeds per inch. Thin to 2-3 plants every 2-8”. 
(Transplant) Start seeds in flats 6-8 weeks before the last frost. Sow several seeds per plug, thinning to 3-4 seedlings 
per plug. Transplant seedling clusters 2-8” apart in rows 18” apart. 
GERMINATION : 7-14 days at 65-70 °F
LIGHT : Sun/Part Shade 
SOIL : A fairly rich soil that is high in humus. 
MATURITY : 75-85 days
HARVEST : Individual leaves may be harvested once the plants are established. Harvest leaves before flowering 
begins. Leaves can be harvested 3-4 times per year, cut at ground level.
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