ADMISSION AND OPENING TIMES

¢ 16/10 - 28/02 (WINTER) weekdays and holidays
from 10.00 to 16.00 (ticket office closes at 15,15)

¢ 01/03 - 15/10 (SUMMER) weekdays and holidays
from 10,00 to 19,00 (ticket office closes at 18,15)

e Christmas closed

* New Year's Eve from 12,00 to 16,00 (ticket office
closes at 15,15)
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Schedules are subject to change from 27/06 to 03/07 and
from 11/08 to 17/08 for activities related to the Palios.

PRICES

Adult

Family (2 adults and minors 11 -18 years)
Free (children under 11 years old)

€ 10,00
€ 25,00

COMBINED TICKETS

Municipal Museum Santa Maria della Scala, Torre del Mangia - validiity 2 days
Single € 20,00
Family (2 adults and minors 11 - 18 years) € 40,00

Tickets can not be reserved; they must be purchased
directly at the ticket office of the Municipal Museum and
Torre del Mangia.
If buying combined tickets entry must be made at the
Torre del Mangia.

INFORMATION

Tel. 0577 292615 - 0577 292614
Fax 0577 292620

Mail ticket@comune.siena.it

CAuTION

The visit is allowed for a maximum duration of 30 minutes
(uphill, view, down).

The tower has a maximum capacity daily.

The Tower will be closed in bad weather, for restoration or
maintenance.

There is no elevator.

The top is accessed by climbing 400 steps and is not 3
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recommended for people with heart disease, respiratory £

disease, claustrophobia, vertigo, diabetes, pregnant
women and for those who are not in good health.
Children under 14 years will be admitted only if
accompanied by adults.

To protect the safety of visitors, please avoid dropping
objects from the top of the Tower:

No pets are allowed.

The use of cameras and camcorders without accessories
(additional targets, cases, stands, selfie stick etc.) is
allowed.

All other objects, bags and / or containers must be left at
the collection point in the lockers located on the first level
of the Tower.

At the request of the staff, male visitors will be subject to
supervision.

A surveillance device is located throughout the tower. Any
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Mount Amiata
Market Square

Facciatone

The tower took the name of the bell-ringer, Giovanni di
Balduccio, known in the city to be a great squanderer of
money, which earned him the nickname, ‘He eats what
he earns’ (Mangiaguadagni) or, more simply, Mangia.
According to medieval chronicles, it’s foundations would
have been laid in the autumn of 1325, but archival sourc-
es indicate that the first payments started in 1338.

The top is accessed by climbing 400 steps. The tower
has a footprint of seven square meters and (it’s walls) are
nearly two meters thick and from the bottom of the field
it rises to almost 87 meters (102 meters at the top of the
lightning rod). The final part consists of a double
crowned wreath called a fortress, built in limestone and
dark stone in memory of the City of Siena. Many techni-
cians participated in the construction of the tower over
the years. Sienese sculptor and architect Agostino di
Giovanni and his Umbrian brothers Minuccio and Franc-
esco Rinaldo are remembered for frequently receiving
payments from the municipality between 1341 to 1345
to help complete the work. Less credible is the theory
that the design was done by artist Lippo Memmi. The
tower was probably already completed by December
18, 1344, although there are documents indicating that
work occurred up until 1349, the year in which a large
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bell was installed, the sound of which was heard
throughout the city.

In 1360 the City of Siena decided to install a mechani-
cal clock to replace the manual one. The nickname
‘Mangia’ was given to the clock in honour of the
original bell-ringer and by the end of the 14th century
an automated wooden bell-striker with a hammer in its
hands was hoisted atop the tower to sound the signal
of each hour. In 1425 a new clock mechanism made of
brass was installed but then replaced in 1766 by one
made of limestone which was carved by the Florentine
sculptor Angiolo Bini, but it was removed from the
tower in 1780 and is now on display within the court-
yard of the Podesta.

Since 1666, a large bell weighing 6,764 kilograms has
been sitting on a rock called ‘Ascent’, which was
named by the Sienese (from the name, Maria the
Ascended, to which it was dedicated) or it was
named ‘The Big Bell’ (Campanone) for its substantial
size. It’s unmistakable sound, solemn and husky, is
due to a crack that opened at its bottom in 1831, and
even today its tolling accompanies all of the most
important moments of city life, especially those
related to The Palio.



