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Proposal for ACT Network

By transforming the ISN into the new ACT network (ACT stands for “Act! Cooperate! Transform!) the
EGP Committee intends to invest in building an online centered space of activism based on a database
with grass-roots people who want to be actively and directly connected to Green politics at the European
level. These people represent an important dimension of Green activism. The EGP would like to
empower them to play an important role in our work.

The EGP Committee has discussed on these ideas over the last year, has agreed to this proposal
unanimously and has found the support of the present ISN coordinators.

We now present these ideas to the Council in order to ask a green light for developing the proposal
further.

What is the idea of ACT?

The ACT network play an active role in the EGP, informing and connecting individual people on European
issues and above all involving them in European-wide campaigns, actions, petitions, European Citizens’
Initiatives, social media campaigns, and the like. ACTivists will be invited to take concrete online action on
specific European issues and thus support Green goals. We want to do this in a way so that member
parties would also benefit from it.

The Network is supposed to be a virtual platform, an online space. The platform will create a European
sphere of activism. It gives European-minded people in the member parties the possibility to directly get
involved with European issues at the EGP level. Where member parties would want to make use of it, it
would offer an additional campaign tool.

The ACT network will not get involved in activities regarding issues of national or regional scope,., nor
will it get involved with activities in a member state unless the member party concerned explicitly
welcomes that.

The biggest asset of the ACT network is the connection between Europe-wide political action and the
EGP. The ACT network gives the EGP the opportunity to involve activists throughout Europe, and be
able to multiply engagement for certain of these actions and campaigns. For European activists, ACT will
be a connection channel where to share topics and interests and to network with other European
activists.

The advantage of this is that the EGP will find out what topics and types of actions are interesting for the
European public, and be able to use this information for campaigns in the future.

The EGP will not only benefit in the short term, but also in the long term, in view of the next European
Parliament elections that are coming up in 2019. If the EGP starts to lay the basis for the creation of the
ACT network soon, mobilization for the campaign for the European elections can start early.
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Who would be involved?

People can sign up to become an ACTivist on a dedicated website. Basic information will be asked to
register. Upon signing up, people will be asked if they are a member of an EGP member party. If so, they
will be asked if they agree that their national party will keep them informed on EU-related activities and
campaigns. EGP will guarantee the data security of the website in line with current EU legislation.

Once people are registered, they can take an active role in the forming of the network, in taking part in
and sharing their actions, petitions, ECls, photos and videos online. Monitoring and editing will be done by
the EGP office.

The initial formation of the platform will be done and maintained by the EGP. People are asked to
register, and provide the EGP with usable and shareable information.

To keep the threshold for participation low, registered people do not pay a participation fee. The
network should not crowd out fundraising and other activities by member parties.

How do EGP and member parties cooperate?
The EGP committee asks for the member parties’ cooperation in the formation of the ACT network.
Only together can this network be successful, both for specific as well as for election campaigns.

The EGP will develop a governance structure of the ACT network together with the member parties and
the ISN coordinators.

The EGP committee asks the member parties to appoint one person in the party as a liaison for the ACT
network development. This person should be from the executive level or able to communicate with it.

What are the next steps?

The EGP committee will come up with a detailed proposal by the next council in autumn 2017, in which
there will be a new vote on the actual creation of the network. Until then, the EGP committee will keep
the member parties updated on any relevant steps that will be taken concerning the ACT network.

The proposal will contain at least the following:
- A full technical overview for the creation and administration of the platform;
- Afirst list of possible actions and campaigns;
- The budget necessary for the creation and set up of the ACT network;
- All answers to questions that might arise from member parties concerning the ACT network;
- Alist of feasible goals and how to reach those (number of people, number of campaigns, etc);
- A transparent structure of how the network is organised and how responsibilities are defined.

The EGP council in Glasgow mandates the EGP committee to start the work on the development of the
ACT-network and go ahead with the steps outlined above.

The EGP committee proposes that, if a future Council supports the establishment of the ACT network,
this authorization should be limited until the 2019 EU elections. We should treat this as a test period, and
evaluate the functioning of the ACT Network after the European elections in 2019. If the EGP committee
and member parties are then satisfied with the results, the EGP could continue with the network.
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