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Executive summary: audit and accounts 2018  
 
The audit of the budget year 2018 was again carried out by EY, the auditor mandated by the 
European Parliament. Different to previous years and according to the reform of legislation 
1141/2014, the audit was twofold, consisting of the traditional audit of the accounts according to the 
Belgian legislation of the “generally accepted accounting procedure” (GAAP) and – for the first time 
– according to the International Financial Reporting Standard (IFRS). Both audits were executed in 
parallel. The onsite audit took place 8 - 12 April 2019 on the premises of EGP. The auditors have 
confirmed the correctness and completeness of the book-keeping 2018 and the correct use of the 
EP Grant. The audit report was issued on 19 June 2019 and the Committee preliminarily adopted 
the accounts at its meeting on 23 June 2019 in Oslo. The auditors’ statement is of unqualified nature.  
 

The EGP result per 31 December 2018 is –47.586,30 EUR. This is balanced with proposed 
allocations of 75.000 EUR to the congress fund (as decided by the Council in Karlstad) and a 
withdrawal of 122.586,30 EUR from the campaign fund.  
 
Assets  
The total assets of EGP per 31 December 2018 were 1.201.677 EUR million EUR (2017: 1.071.858 
EUR). 
 

Reserves (funds) were at 683.000 EUR (2017: 731.000 EUR), fixed assets at 164.000 EUR (2017: 
173.000 EUR) and cash assets at 942.000 EUR (2017: 407.000 EUR). 
 

Income 
The total income 2018 was 2,9 million EUR (2017: 3,1 million EUR).  This includes  

- the EP Grant (2,3 million EUR) minus carry-over to 2019 (37.142,52 EUR) 
- membership fees (313.000 EUR)  
- carry-over from 2017 (174.000 EUR) 
- withdrawal from the Campaign Fund (123.000 EUR) 
- participation fees (69.000 EUR). 

 

Total expense 
Total expenses 2018 were 2,9 million EUR (2017: 2,9 million EUR). Goods and services were 1,7 
million EUR (2017: 1,9 million EUR). Personnel costs were 1,1 million EUR (2017: 903.000 EUR) 
which is 38% of total expenses (2017: 33%). 
 

Outcome 
The financial outcome of the year before withdrawal from and provision to funds is -47.586,30 EUR. 
This loss will be balanced by a withdrawal from the campaign fund of 122.586,30 EUR (budgeted 
were 160.000 EUR), and we suggest to do a provision to the congress fund of 75.000 EUR. 
 

Conclusion 
The Committee proposes to the EGP Autumn Council in Tampere, Finland to 

- adopt the accounts 2018 
- allocate 75.000 EUR to the congress fund, as was decided in the budget at the EGP Autumn 

Council in Karlstad 
- withdraw 122.586,30 EUR from the campaign fund. 
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Documents you are receiving: 
 
(1)  Annual Report 2018 with Income Statement (5 pages) 
 
(2)  Budget 2018 breakdown in the Council format: overview and details (5 pages) including the  
 development of funds 
 
(3)  Audit report 2018 from EY 
 
 
(1)  Annual Report 2018  
 
The Annual Report shows the outcome of the year 2018 in a profit & loss account format. Page 1 
shows the activa (fixed assets like office equipment, cash assets), page 2 shows the passiva (funds, 
liabilities). Page 3-5 give the profit and loss calculation (revenue minus expenditure). 
 
 
 
(2) Budget 2018 Breakdown in the Council Format (Economic Report) 
 
 
2.1 Expenditures 
 
From a budgetary point of view, the EU election campaign stands out as exceptional financial 
commitment in 2018. It increased the expenditure for information and publications (category 5) from 
78.000 EUR in 2017 to 649.000 EUR in 2018.  
 
All in all, we have spent 2,845 million EUR in eligible expenses, budgeted were 2,969 million EUR: 
an underspending of 124.000 EUR. Underspending predominantly happened in the budget line for 
the election campaign (budget line 5.6, -120.000 EUR).  
 
Category 1, Personnel Costs (page 1) 
We spent 744.000 EUR in salaries (budgeted were 678.000 EUR) and 1,1 million EUR for total 
personnel costs (including travel and other personnel side costs), which is 142.000 EUR more than 
budgeted. This is explained by an non-descretionary salary bonus for the staff (BL 1.1 and 1.2) and 
by higher travel costs and other personnel costs (including meal cheques, public transport etc.) for 
the campaign staff (BL 1.4.1 and 1.5.2). The salaries of the campaign staff are included in BL 5.6.2. 
 
Category 2, Infrastructure and Operating Costs (page 1) 
We spent 278.000 EUR which we budgeted (271.000 EUR).  
 
BL 2.2. (installation, maintenance and operation of equipment including Internet) was 19.500 EUR 
higher than budgeted due to the implementation of the GDPR requirements and to increased office 
supply expenses for the campaign staff. 
 
This category also includes translations (26.000 EUR, budgeted 17.000 EUR) mainly for the TILT 
campaigns.  
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Category 3, Administrative costs (page 2) 
We spent 227.000 EUR (12.000 EUR more than budgeted). The overspending in this category is 
caused by an overspending of the BL for legal costs (52.000 EUR, budgeted 15.000 EUR). The need 
for legal advice was higher than expected due to (1) the re-accreditation of the EGP as European 
political party, following the reform of legislation 1141/2014, (2) the implementation of the GDPR and 
(3) the legal dispute with the former Dutch member party De Groenen.  
 
Category 4 Meetings (page 2) 
The main costs in this category refer to the two EGP Councils: while we were able to organize the 
Spring Council in Antwerp with much lower costs than budgeted (117.000 EUR, budgeted 143.500 
EUR), the Berlin Council ended up costing 21.000 EUR more than the budgeted 155.000 EUR, also 
due to a very high participation. In fact, the Berlin Council was the best attended Council the EGP 
ever organized.  
 
The Committee organized Action days (Earth Day, Woman’s Day, Europe Day etc.) and European 
Ideas Labs in Brussels, Copenhagen, Graz and Madrid (the latter two jointly with the Green Group 
in the EP), leading to expenses of 86.000 EUR (BL 4.1.5) and, together with the French Greens, the 
European Day at the French Greens’ summer university (BL 4.6.1). 
 
Further, this category includes the EGP’s support of the Global Greens’ secretariat by 20.000 EUR 
(BL 4.2.2) and the CO2 compensation of travels to EGP events (BL 4.5.2, plus 5.000 EUR in the 
campaign budget for the campaign-related travels). 
 
Committee meetings (BL 4.1.1) cost 49.000 EUR and travels of Committee members to member 
party events and missions 37.000 EUR (BL 4.1.11). 
 
 
Category 5, Information and Publication, including Climate Campaign (page 3) 
This category refers mainly to the expenses for the preparation of the EU 2019 election campaign 
(BL 5.6). We spent 119.000 EUR less than budgeted for this, mainly because campaign staff was 
hired later than planned, and the campaign working groups incurred less costs. A detailed description 
of the campaign and campaign expenses will be presented seperately.  
  
BL 5.3.3 includes advertising costs for TILT campaigns on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
 
Non-eligible Expenses (page 3) 
Non-eligible expenses mainly consist of a provision of 75.000 EUR to the congress fund (B.1, as 
decided by the Berlin Council 2018) and other costs (B.4). Other costs include invoiced costs (costs 
which the EGP paid and later invoiced to third parties, 27.000 EUR) and invoices that were paid in 
2018 but refer to 2017 (12.000 EUR).   
 
The realized losses of 16.000 EUR (BL B.4) refer to non-paid membership fees that were written off 
(Andorra, Azerbeijan, Bulgarian Green Party, Croatia, Greece, Groza-Russia and Slovakia). Doubtful 
debts refer to unpaid invoices which the auditors classified as doubtful (EELV, ICV).  
 
 
Carry-over 2018 to 2019 
The accounting rules for the carry-over have changed insofar that the carry-over is not an eligible 
cost in year N but an additional part of the grant in year N+1. This means the part of the grant 2018 
that was not used in 2018 will be carried over to 2019 and will appear as extra grant in that year. The 
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other change is that the carry-over can be used throughout the hole next year and not just during 
the first quarter of the year. 
 
 
 
2.2 Revenues (page 4) 
 
In 2018, the EGP received an EP Grant of 2,3 million EUR (2017: 1,866 million). The increase was 
due to a reduction of the number of European political parties that managed to get accredited. The 
unspent grant of 37.142,52 is carried over to 2019. 
 
Our own resources amounted to 544.000 EUR (without carry-over from 2017). With these, the 
EGP has to  

a) finance 15% of the eligible expenses  
b) finance the own non-eligible expenses  
c) make provisions to funds.  

 
The own resources came from membership fees (313.000 EUR) and participation fees at our 
councils (70.000 EUR), invoiced costs (27.000 EUR), miscellaneous (11.000 EUR) and 123.000 
EUR from the Campaign Fund.  
 
We actually received 341.000 EUR in membership fees 2018. Due to a new interpretation of 
legislation 1141/2014 regarding the funding of European political parties and foundations, the EGP 
had to pay back the membership fees to its non-EU member parties (28.000 EUR) or, were this was 
legally impossible, to the European Parliament (920 EUR). 
 
The revenue from invoiced costs included a support of the Berlin Council by the Dutch De Helling 
Foundation (11.000 EUR).  
 
The miscellaneous revenues of 11.000 EUR refer to a reduction of the employer’s contribution for 
paying the meal vouchers to the staff. 
  
In total, we received 2,988 million EUR in revenues compared to 3,123 million EUR budgeted.  
 
 
 
 
 
Lena Lindström, 
Brussels, 11 October 2019 


