LYINZON

CANBERRA4




Canberra Airport 2009 Master Plan Offset Strategy 2

Canberra Airport takes its environmental respofisés seriously. Given this it will
do all that it is reasonable and practicable indiheumstances to ensure it and its
employees, officers, agents, and contractors comjlythis strategy.

Canberra Airport has taken expert advice from Fretdrertson, Wildlife Profiles Pty
Ltd and co-author of the Grassland Earless DragemoiRery Plan, Alison Rowell,
Qualified Ecologist and University of Canberra,tifnge of Applied Ecology.

Canberra Airport has also consulted with the Depant of Defence, ACT
Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environmé&niends of Grasslands,
Conservation Council - ACT Region, ACT DepartmenEonvironment, Climate
Change, Energy & Water, Limestone Plains Groupmeak community groups (ACT
and NSW) regarding the EPBC Act referrals anddisteeatened species on Airport.

This Canberra Airport Offsets Strategy (EPBC 20098) was approved by the
Minister for the Environment, Water, Heritage ahd Arts on 9 February 2010, as a
condition to EPBC Act Referral 2009/4748 prior tovumencing thénfrastructure
upgrade and Construction at Canberra Airport
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1.0 Introduction

Canberra Airport has a responsibility to
the Airlines, aviation businesses
including freight companies and the
community to ensure that infrastructure
including the construction and widening
of runways, taxiways and aprons is in
place to meet aviation demand and
ensure the safe, regular and efficient
management of aviation and other
traffic on and around the Airport.

The necessary upgrades to aviation
infrastructure and development are
outlined in the Airport’s approved 2009
Master Plan. These include upgrades to
taxiway, aprons and navigation aids and
the construction of the northern road.

In February 2009, a referral (EPBC
2009/4748) under thEnvironment
Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 199&PBC Act) was
submitted to the Department of
Environment, Water, Heritage and the
Arts (DEWHA) for thelnfrastructure
upgrade and construction at Canberra
Airport during the 20 year forecast of
Canberra Airport’s 2009 Master Plan.

TheInfrastructure upgrade and
construction at Canberra Airport EPBC
2009/474&eferral underwent extensive
public consultation not only through the
EPBC Act process but also through the
60 business day public consultation
process for the 2009 Master Plan.

The referral was approved with
conditions on 11 November 2009 by the
Department of the Environment, Water,
Heritage and the Arts (refer to
Attachment A). Approval condition 3
requires the approval of this Offset
Strategy with details of offsets for the
removal of natural temperate grassland
and Grassland Earless Dragon and
Golden Sun Moth habitat.



Canberra Airport 2009 Master Plan Offset Strategy 5

2.0 Development

The 2009 Master Plan identified a wide
range of new developments, upgrades
and improvements to aeronautical
infrastructure to ensure that Canberra
Airport is ready to cater for the future
requirements of civil aviation and other

Upgrading of lighting, including
new High Intensity Approach
Lighting (HIAL) to Runway 17;
GPS Ground Station;

Provision for Runway Visual

users of the Airport. The proposed
developments will also allow for the

safe, regular and efficient management
of aviation and other traffic around the

Airport as shown in Figure 1 and
include:

Extension of the Fairbairn apron;

Construction of Taxiway Alpha
aviation facilities;

Construction of Taxiway Mike;

Realignment and widening of
Taxiway Alpha to meet relevant
standards;

Widening and strengthening of
Taxiways Charlie and Juliet;

Range (RVR) instruments and
other infrastructure required for
improved precision navigation;

Upgrading of the aerodrome to
Category Il and Il ILS/GPS on
Runways 17/35;

Upgraded Airfield lighting;

Relocation of Instrument Landing
System (ILS);

Construction of a northern access
road (currently Defence land);

Upgrading of the airside roads; and

Provision of buffers to ensure
ongoing maintenance of airfield
and aviation:

Construction of a new Air Traffic - 10m road corridor

Control Tower; - 4m from the building

Upgrades to tarmacs in all - 60m taxiway corridor

precincts;
_ - 90m cross Runway 12/30
Relocation of Runway 35 corridor
threshold; _
] - 150m main runway 17/35
Turning node on Runway 17/35; corridor

New link taxiways to Runway
17/35; These developments will be undertaken

] o on an as need basis and the total amount
Relocation of General Aviation of natural temperate grassland likely to
area, be removed during the implementation
Expansion of fre|ght facilities; of the 2009 Master Plan is 23ha on

_ _ Airport and 0.84ha on Defence land for
Improving drainage north of the HIAL (calculated using Canberra
Majura; Airport 2004 grassland monitoring

data).
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Figure 1: Proposed developments approved with contitbns under the EPBC Act

Undershoot road

IS Current localiser
B Near field monitor
B New localiser
—New conduit run
I Approved Airside road and fence
P AFuture development
Runway 17 HIAL lights
I Northern Road
Glidepath (indicative location)
I New air traffic control tower
[ Runway 17/35 turning node and Taxiway
I Taxiway Charlie widening
[CJTaxiway Mike
[ Taxiway Juliet widening
Approved Taxiway Bravo high speed exit
Approved Taxiway Bravo
#748 Approved run-up bay
Future Taxiway Alpha
74 Taxiway Alpha aviation facilities
@4 Fairbairn aviation facilities
Runway and taxiway reserves
I Extended runways and taxiway (not subject to this referral)
Water diversion bank

0

130 260 520 Meters 29/04/2009
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3.0 Approval conditions

The developments listed in Section 2 The approved referral (EPBC

have been approved with conditions in 2009/4748) Condition 3 states:

theInfrastructure upgrade and
construction at Canberra Airport EPBC
2009/4748&eferral on 11 November
2009 (Attachment A).

a)

b)

c)

3 The person taking the action must develop and sutani
Canberra Airport Offsets Plan which must include baot be
limited to:

The acquisition and protection in perpetuity of lan
containing natural temperate grassland at a rati6o ®
hectares for every one hectare removed while thaltarea
of natural temperate grassland removed remains undb
hectares;

The acquisition and protection in perpetuity of lan
containing natural temperate grassland at a ratio ®
hectares for every one hectare removed once thal entea
of natural temperate grassland removed equals oceeds
15 hectares; and

Provide details of the future ownership and managem of
the land to be used as the offset.

The Canberra Airport Offsets Plan must be submittiedand
approved by the Minister prior to removal of any tuaal

temperate grassland or habitat for listed threatehgpecies. The
approved Canberra Airport Offsets Plan must be iraplented.

D
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4.0 Offset Actions

In response to the referral approval
conditions Canberra Airport has
prepared this Offset Strategy for referral
Infrastructure upgrade and construction
at Canberra Airport EPBC 2009/4748

Table 1: Summarised Offset Actions

The Offset Actions are tabularised
below in Table 1 and discussed in

further detail in subsequent sections.

Response to | Offset Action Refer to | Referto
condition: Section | Pages
3(a) & 3(b) Acquisition of offset land 4.1 8
3(c) Providing details of future ownership and 4.2 9
management of offset land
Designation of a Conservation Area 5.0 9
Investigation of Malcomvale Property 6.0 10-11
Promotion of a Consultative Panel 7.0 12
Timeframe for completion of offset actions 8.0 18-

4.1. Acquisition of Land

Canberra Airport investigated the
acquisition of the Parlour Grasslands, in
response to condition 3(a), and received
in principle support from the
Department of Environment, Water,
Heritage and the Arts. Contracts for the
Parlour Grassland were subsequently
exchanged.

The offset property “Parlour

Grasslands” contains a Conservation
Area of approximately 47ha and is
subject to a conservation management
agreement with the Nature Conservation
Trust of New South Wales, in a form
acceptable to the Department of
Environment, Water, Heritage and the
Arts.

The offset will be at a ratio of 3 hectares
for every one hectare removed from the
Airport while the total area of natural
temperate grassland removed remains
under 15 hectares and at a ratio of 5
hectares for every one hectare removed
once the total area of natural temperate
grassland removed equals or exceeds
more than 15 hectares.

The “Parlour Grasslands” is being
purchased as the offset for this Master
Plan Offset Strategy EPBC 2009/4748
and Canberra Airport will sign a Trust
Agreement with the Nature
Conservation Trust of NSW as outlined
in the Plan of Management.

The maximum area of NTG cleared on
Canberra Airport at any given time will
be limited to the area that is offset for
under approval conditions 3 a) and b) at
that time. Consequently the purchase of
the Parlour Grasslands property will
provide an offset for the first stage of
development at Canberra Airport.

Additional offset land will be acquired

on a pro-rata basis as required. The area
of NTG on offset properties will be
accurately mapped by a suitable
qualified expert, and the total amount of
NTG determined before any further
development at Canberra Airport.
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4.2. Detalls of future

ownership and
management of offset
land

Canberra Airport Pty Ltd (or it nominee)
will manage the offset land in perpetuity
as required. Details of any transactions
will be supplied to the Department of
Environment, Water, Heritage and the
Arts prior to completion.

The Plan of Management for “The
Parlour Grasslands” Conservation Area
is provided in Attachment B and has
been agreed upon between Canberra
Airport, the Department of
Environment, Water, Heritage and the
Arts and other relevant authorities,
including the Nature Conservation Trust
of NSW.

The Plan of Management is consistent
with the ACT Lowland Native

Grassland Conservation Strategy,
Action Plan 28 and National Recovery
Plan for Natural Temperate Grassland of
the Southern Tablelands (NSW and
ACT): An Endangered Ecological
Community.

The Parlour Grasslands includes a 1.5ha
development area that is located close to
the entry point into the property and
existing road so as to minimise
disturbance to the grasslands.

No final decisions have been made
concerning development on the
development area, however all
development is subject to the terms of
the Trust Agreement and the Plan of
Management.

Conservation groups, such as the
Friends of Grasslands, may also be
invited to inspect the Parlour Grasslands
as a field trip site. This will be

undertaken in accordance with the Plan
of Management.

The removal of seed from the Parlour
Grasslands, for use outside of the
property, will be undertaken in
accordance with the Plan of
Management to ensure that an adequate
natural seed bank is retained in the
Conservation Area to allow for natural
regeneration processes.

5.0 Conservation Area

A Conservation Agreement between the
Department of Environment, Water,
Heritage and the Arts and Canberra
Airport is to be formally submitted and
finalised, in the event that the land is
incorporated into the Canberra Airport
lease for the purpose of constructing the
northern road, in response to the referral
approval conditions for théransfer of
Defence Land at Majura, ACT EPBC
2007/3756.

In addition, the natural temperate
grassland and listed threatened species
to the north of the Airport’s undershoot
road is to be placed in the Conservation
Agreement as part of the offset for this
Infrastructure upgrade and construction
at Canberra Airport EPBC 2009/4748
referral. Refer to Figure 2 below.

This Conservation Area was identified
by Canberra Airport in the referral and
Preliminary Documentation for EPBC
2009/4748 as being beneficial for the
long term viability of natural temperate
grassland and listed threatened species
on Airport.
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6.0 Investigation of West
Malcolmvale

The southern section of the northern
road reserve, otherwise known as the
former West Malcolmvale property, will
require further assessment, in the event
the land is incorporated into the Airport
lease for the purpose of constructing the
northern road, as to whether the site
supports listed threatened species and if
rehabilitation of the site is viable.

The west Malcomvale property was
leased by Defence as a rural lease until
July 2007 and was not part of the
Majura Military Training Area.

At present the site is assessed as native
pasture with high weed infestation. No
recent fauna surveys have been
conducted.

The investigations proposed for the
Malcolmvale property include:

Surveying the area for weeds,
grassland diversity and grass
structure;

Surveying for Grassland Earless
Dragon; and

Extensive weed control.

If viable, the following rehabilitation
methods will be considered:

Installing artificial burrows to
encourage repopulation of
Grassland Earless Dragons in the
area,;

Varying mowing heights in west
Malcolmvale to improve grassland
quality and Grassland Earless
Dragon habitat (in response to
University of Canberra Grassland
Earless Dragon Post Doctorate
Research outcomes); and

Translocation and/or seeding of
forbs to increase grassland
diversity.

The opportunity to rehabilitate this
degraded native grass will improve
grassland quality and increase the area
of Golden Sun Moth and Grassland
Earless Dragon habitat.
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Figure 2: Conservation Area

11



Canberra Airport 2009 Master Plan Offset Strategy

7.0 Consultative Panel

Canberra Airport will promote the
formation of a consultative panel, in
partnership with the University of
Canberra, for a regional approach to
planning and management of natural
temperate grasslands and listed
threatened species.

The objective of the Consultative Panel
is to improve communication between
planners, developers, ecologists and
members of recovery teams including
the implementation of a Regional
Framework.

12
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8.0 Delivery of Offset Actions

The timeframes for the completion of
the actions outlined in this strategy are
listed in Table 2.

Table 2: Timeframes for the completion of offset a@@ns

13

Conservation Offset

Timeframe

Acquisition of offset land

The “Parlour Grasslands” has been
acquired as an offset property.

Additional offset land will be

acquired, as required, prior to further

development

The mapping and area of NTG on the
"Parlour Grasslands" property to be

confirmed by a suitable qualified expert.

Before any initial clearing goes
ahead on Canberra Airport relating
the Master Plan

Additional offset land will be acquired o
a pro-rata basis as required, as per
approval conditions 3 a) and b)

>

Prior to further development

The area of NTG on any additional offs
properties needs to be accurately mapy
and confirmed by a suitable qualified
expert

ned

Prior to further development

Management of offset land

A Plan of Management (developed
consultation with the Department of
Environment, Water, Heritage and
the Arts and other relevant

authorities) is attached to this Offset

Strategy.

The Plan of Management will be
reviewed in consultation with the
Department of Environment, Water
Heritage and the Arts and other
relevant authorities, no later than fi
years from the commencement of t
Plan.

in

e

Conservation Agreement

Conservation Agreement for the
Conservation Area in Figure 2 is to
be formally submitted and finalised
in the event the land is incorporatec
in the Airport lease.

)

Investigation of Malcolmvale

Investigation to be undertaken, in tk
event that the land is incorporated i
the Airport lease.

ne

>

Consultative Panel

Collaboration on the consultative
panel to commence March-2010.
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14

Reporting

Annual Summary Reports to
Department of Environment, Water
Heritage and the Arts and
Department of Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development
and Local Government for a period
of five years.

Provide updates during ongoing
consultation meetings
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1.6 Site Description

The Conservation Area has an area of approximately 47 ha. It covers the mgority of the property,
excluding a 1.5 ha domestic area (Map 2). The property is gently undulating and occurs on the mid
slopes of the Jerrabatgulla Valley. Elevation across the property ranges from 7.0 to 760 m above sea
level. It is zoned Rural (1a) in the current Local Environment Plan (old Tallaganda Shire).

1.7 Property History

The Parlour Grasslands was formally part of a larger 424 ha property which was subdivided into
smaller allotments within the last decade. The larger property, known lo cally as “The Parlour
Paddock”, was managed as two large grazing paddocks, 161 ha and 242 ha in gie, extending from
east of Jerrabatgulla Road across to the Upper Shoalhaven valley(Pers. Comm. David O’Connell Dec
2007).Much of the “The Parlour Paddock” was originally owned by James Monaghan from 1887

until the 1920’s (see figure below).

The only buildings ever to be constructed on “The Parlour Paddock” were a sheari ng shed and yards
which have been used up until recently (Pers. Comm. David O’Connell Dec 2007). “The Parlour
Paddock” has a long history of grazing by sheep and more recently cattle. The two large paddocks
were historically set stocked at low rates, predominately due to the paucity of water in the pad docks.
There is no history of cultivation and fertilizer was only applied once to the J errabatgulla valley
paddock (Pers. Comm. David O’Connell Dec 2007). There is evidence of @aring across “The Parlour
Paddock” particularly of the Snow Gum Woodland community occurring on the lower slo  pes of the
Jerrabatgulla valley. The area has been burnt at some time, with fire scars pesent on trees in the
forested slopes of Bunhybee Hill.






A selection of the herb species diversity which occurs within the Natural Temperate Grassla nd
Community at The Parlour Grasslands: (from left) Sickle Greenhood Orchid (Pterostylis falcata )
(Roger Farrow), Austral Ladies Tresses (Spiranthes australis), Dwarf Wedge Pea (Gompholobium
minus) and Common Fringe Lily (Thysanotus tuberosus) (Roger Farrow).

The high diversity of native grasses and herbaceous species found within the Consewation Area
indicates that the grassland community is of a very high conservation value. With such little of this
grassland remaining in the region, the Conservation Area may provide vital habitat for grassland
specific species such as the threatened Striped Legless Lizard@elma impaj and Southern Bell Frog
(Litoria reniformisg.

Snow Gum Woodland Community

Patches of Snow Gum Woodland are interspersed with the grassland community, with the largest
remnants occurring in the south western part of the Conservation Area (See Map 3). The Snow Gum
Woodland is dominated by Snow Gum ( Eucalyptus pauciflorawith some Candlebark (E. rubidg,
Ribbon Gum (E. viminalis) and Black Gum (E. aggregattpas sub-dominates. The shrub layer consists
of Wattle species (Acaciaspp.), Grey Guinea Flower (Hibbertia obtusifoli Tea-tree species
(Leptospermunspp.) and Rice-flower species Pimeleaspp.). The understorey is be dominated by












Sub-clauses of Section 5.3 of the accompanyingrust Agreement specify activities which are not
permitted within the Conservation Area and then list any relevant exceptions. If the conditions
under which an activity may occur are not clearly defined within the Agreement, then a dditional
detail will be inserted as Conditions within this Plan of Management (includes relevant landholder
obligations/actions).

For ease of cross-referencing to the Agreement, any relevant Sub-Clauses are listed at thedginning
of each Condition box e.g.[5.3 (e)]

The Goals, Conditions and Recommendations will be reviewed and amended where necessary by the
Trust in agreement with the Landholder/s as part of the ongoing Stewardship Progra m. The
Landholder/s is/are encouraged to notify the Trust of additional actions not listed in this Plan which
may also work towards the conservation goals under each issue.



The Conservation Area has been divided up into four Grazing Zones, which are based on the
vegetation communities’ management needs (see Map 3). Dne 1 and 2 are Snow Gum Woodland
areas which vary in tree and shrub cover across the Conservation Area. Zones 3and 4 are areas of
dry and wet Natural Temperate Grassland.



Allow native ground cover species to be able to flower, set seed and ithaeagmrindance

Allow for natural regeneration of woody shrubs and trees in woodland areas

Avoid creating areas of bare ground through overgrazing

Avoid creating areas of dense grass swards through a lack of disturbance

Maintain native ground cover igood condition

2.1.1 Performance based measures of grazing impact

Whilst the Trust and local extension staff will be available to off er recommendations on a suitable
grazing regime, the restoration and maintenance of The Parlour Grasslands will ultimately rely on
the experience of the Landholder to judge the timing of moving and excluding stock at the right
time to keep the native ground cover in good condition.

The following indicators or thresholds  (with photo examples of native ground cover in good and
deteriorated condition) will be used to prevent the native vegetation on The Parlour Grassland s
from becoming over or under grazed. These will be discussed and endorsed by the Landholder/s
and the Trust on site.






Strategic grazing can help maintain floral biodiversity in native grasslands amdilands. Grazing
reduces the grass biomass which in turn helps small herbs (such as daisies and offthidshto
Without grazing or fire, the native ground cover BunhybeeGrasslands may become less diverse.

Whilst grazing can positively influence biodiversity values, it should noeba as playing exactly
the same role as fire, because certain native species are grazed preferentially by §iteckay
help stimulate the germination of a number of species with dormant seeds thaiteaténsthe soil.

Native pastures are susceptible to damage thaaght but they are regarded as more resilient then
improved pastures. Grazing in droughts will usually reduce ground cover significantlynanekise
the amount of bare ground. Under these conditions the ground will be more susceptibleno erosi
and weed invasion when the rain finally falBvergrazing of native pastures should be avoided
particularly during drought as it can i) expose the growing points of thatgb extreme
temperatures, which may kill the plants, and ii) grasses may take sevarsltg regain stature and
vigour.

a)

Stocking rates should match the carrying capacity of, or the feed augilatthiin, the native
pasture. This rate should also take into account any grazing by feral and native herbivores

A rest (spell) over spring and/or summer allows many/most native speciesltcpreeeds and
favours seedling recruitment. Grazing during spring/summer may also favour weeits,
especially annual grasses (eg. Fescue species (Sytpjand rosette-forming plants (e.g.
Patterson’s curseEchium plantagineumand Nodding Thistle (Carduus nutajpsThese species
quickly colonise bare ground and suppress/displace some native species, particularly Hegtsnal
Exotic annual grasses can be controlled in native pastures by timing grazing to correstbottn w
flowering time of the exotic grasses, thereby reducing its seed production.

“Crash grazing” of large mobs over very short periods (eg. a few days to uptitight confined to

small paddocks) is one strategy that can be used in order to reduce the selectivity of steckan o

reduce cover of less desirable species and protect rarer and more palatable native plants ssich as herb
lilies and orchids.









Deteriorated grassland community dominated by Kangaroo Grass (Themeda australis ) with a much
reduced inter-tussock diversity. Cover of grass is 100% and there are no spaces for herbs/fdrs to
germinate from.

Grazing Management Conditions [5.3 (e), 5.3(0) iii]

Conditions are listed below which aim towards meeting the above goals and protectin g the natural
values on The Parlour Grasslands. Grazing outside of these conditions may beconsidered provided
that the conservation goals are still being met. Any changes will require the consent of the Trust prior
to commencement, and the Plan of Management will be varied accordingly (if required).

Native ground co ver will be maintained in “good” condition, as defined in thi s plan.

Areas within the Conservation Area must be rested from grazing on a rota tional basis from

If the condition of the native ground cover has deteriorated due to over grazing , then the

If the condition of the native ground cover has deteriorated due to under grazing , then the

To reduce the risk of introducing weed species, supplementary feeding of  fodder or grain is

Following a fire, stock must be excluded (where practicable) fromt he burnt area until the




Due to the grazing history of the Land, sheep are preferred over cattle as they will have a lighter

If stock are to be brought in from outside the local Braidwood region —they should be

Consider new internal or temporary fencing if required to suit grazing regime — consult the Trust

Monitoring of condition will need to be more regular if using rotational gra zing with large

Avoid using vehicles to muster stock due to risk of soil compaction damage — mustering by foot

The Landholder/s should keep a record of the stock numbers and grazing durati on so that

2.2 Threatened and Priority Species

Limited formal flora and fauna surveys have been conducted on The Parlour G rasslands. The
following Threatened species recordings are the results of incidental sights by the Trust staff and
Rainer Rehwinkel from the Department of Environment, Climate Change & Water.

Endangered Ecological Communities: Large areas of the vegetation in the Conservation Area are
representative of Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern Tablelands of New South Wales and
the Australian Capital Territory. This is listed as an Endangered Ecological Com munity (EEC) under
the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation A899 (Cth) (EPBC). A detailed profile of
this community is provided in Appendix E.

Threatened flora species which have been recorded to date on the property include:






Maintain or improve the viability of threatened species populations airchtiigtats; including species

Maintain the diversity and structural complexity of native habitats

Threatened Species Conditions[5.3 (a), 5.3 (n)]

Works must not cause harm to threatened species populations or ecologi cal communities. It is

Feral animal control works

Infrastructure, track and fencing maintenance

Firewood wood collection (in accordance with 2.5 of this plan)
Seed collection (in accordance with 2.6 of this plan)

Threatened Species Recommendations

Monitor threatened species populations in conjunction with the Trust

Encourage targeted surveys for populations of the threatened Mauve Burr Daisy by

Identify and report any additional threatened species to the Trust




Construct and maintain existing tracks and infrastructure within Conservation Area without

Maintain the quality of intermittent stream beds and banks and drainage lines withi€tmservation




[5.3(a) i, 5.3(d), 5.3(f), 5.3(h), 5.3(j) & 5.4(a)]

Any infrastructure or track maintenance activities that may disturb earth and/or native

Vegetation may be slashed to a total of 3 m width only from the edge of boun dary fence

Earthworks (involving soil disturbance and vegetation clearance) may be used to maintain

Proposed activities beyond distances specified in this Plan must ha ve the consent of the

In order to protect/enhance conservation values, new fencing may be er ected using minimal

Earthworks may be used for the establishment of an alternative access track and services

Earthworks may be used for the establishment of a new dam and associ ated water

Tracks Water and Infrastructure Recommendations

Minimise and manage soil disturbance during maintenance to reduce potentia | for weed
Minimise erosion and runoff from unsealed roads and track surfaces entering wat erways by
Keep vehicle use for management purposes to defined tracks to avoid erosion.

Extend fencing where appropriate to protect Natural Heritage Values e.g. exclude stock access to

Inform the Trust of any development that may impact on water quality within or adjacen t to the

Inform the Trust of any development that may impact on water quality within or adjacen tto the




Maintain the ecological integrity and complexity of native ecosystems in theeGa@tion Area.

Assets and persons are protected from bushfire.

Planned fire may be a beneficial tool for management on The Parlour Grasskhnds, especially for areas
not subject to grazing or if grazing pressure is insufficient to maintain areas of the Con servation Area
in good condition, however this should only occur under the conditions b elow.

Fire Management Conditions [7(a) & (b)]

The NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) and the Trust must be consult ed if planned fire is to be

Planned fire for fuel reduction purposes will only be used under RFS recommendations

Firebreaks involving clearing of vegetation may be constructed to minimum standards as

Planning for the protection of life and property (persons, dwellings, buildi ngs, infrastructure) is
beyond the scope of this Plan of Management.

Fire Management Recommendations

Fire may be beneficial in reducing biomass of the grasslands in small trial areas—however any

Liaise with relevant fire/government authorities and consultants to prepare and i mplement a

Inform the RFS immediately if wildfire is observed within the Conservation Area. Lake George




Inform the RFS and those fighting the fire of any ecologically sensitive areas to be avoided where

In conjunction with the Trust, monitor impacts on native flora and fauna , invasion of weed

Any damage to fencing should be rectified as soon as possible to prevent stock access to site.
Avoid grazing areas affected by fire for at least 12 months

Take advantage of any opportunity post fire to control weed regrowth and weed seed ling

2.5 Firewood Collection

The retention of fallen timber is extremely important habitat for many fauna species includ ing birds,
reptiles and small mammals. Much of the Snow Gum woodland community within th e Conservation
Area is in a state of regeneration, therefore only small areas of fallen branches and trees with hollows
exist. The collection of firewood is therefore limited to non-hollow b ranches and trees removed for
infrastructure maintenance.

Firewood Collection Goals

Firewood is collected in a sensitive manner in recognition of habitat requirements of local fauna

Firewood Collection Conditions [5.3 (n)]

Collection of timber is restricted to non-hollow logs/branches removed d  uring fence and

Removed timber will only be used for heating of the Landholders dwelli ng on the Land.

Standing dead trees provide den, nesting and/or roosting sites for arboreal animals, owls and

Any fallen timber with large hollows provides valuable habitat an d will be left in situ

Firewood Collection Recommendations

During fence and track maintenance any hollow branches or logs should be retained in the

Avoid collecting damp or decaying timber

Only use firewood as necessary for heating— consider alternative heating sources or more




Control erosion along water courses and gullies

Buffer threatened species habitat

Conduct revegetation, restoration and seed collection using best practicplpsiticat minimises

Revegetation and Seed Collection Conditions [5.3(a) ii, 5.3(b), 5.3(f) iii]

Any seed collection must be conducted on a rotational basis on the Land to fulfil plant

Where possible use only local provenance indigenous seed or plants f or any revegetation

Any revegetation and restoration works must follow protocol as agreed betwee n the Trust

Licenses are required for collection of material of protected pl ants listed under Schedule 13

Revegetation and seed collection Recommendations

Identify sites for future revegetation works
Use seed collected from Conservation Area for any revegetation and restoration works

As the Land is dominated by native grasses, avoid deep ripping as this can create exessive

Contact the Southern Rivers CMA, Braidwood office for potential incentives

Ensure best practice regeneration/revegetation/seed collection is undertaken. Contact the Trust,

Ensure that an adequate natural seedbank in retained in the Conservation Area to allow for

During seed collection, ensure that plant health is maintained and not compromised b y over




Native vegetation cover is maintained and enhanced.

Blackberry, Serrated Tussock, Paterson’s Curse, Nodding Thisti8veeek Briar infestations are

Weed control is undertaken in a manner that does not degrade the vahe£ohservation Area and

Weed Control Conditions [5.3(f) iv, 5.3()) ii, 8 (a), recital E]

Control noxious weeds as required under the Noxious Weeds Act 1993.

Only herbicides that are registered in NSW for the control of the ta  rget species are to be




Monitor and maintain areas previously cleared of weeds

Refer to the attached weed control guidelines (Appendix G & H) or contact the Trust for further

Use only broad-leaf specific herbicides for control of Paterson’s Curse, Nodding Thistle and

If serrated tussock plants have developed seed, remove seed heads and leave ia sealed plastic

Do not use boom sprays— use only spot spray specific equipment.

Monitor for infestations of new weed species. If required seek identification advi ce from the

If required, seek funding to assist with weed management works. Contact the Trust for a ssistance




Minimise the impact of pest animals on native plants and animals.

Pest animals are controlled

Conduct control in a manner that is sympathetic to the conservation of Natural HeMalyes.

Feral/native Animal Control Conditions  [5.3(c), 5.3(f) iv & 5.3(k)]

Landholders must comply with obligations under the Rural Lands Protecti  on Act 1998 (RLP

Landholders must comply with obligations to prevent cruelty to animals

Fumigate and collapse rabbit warrens by non-mechanical methods only. Me chanical ripping




Kangaroo control will be only permitted with the Trust’'s consent and survey p rior to

Landholders must comply with legislative requirements regarding the u  se, transportation

Feral/native Animal Control Recommendations

Seek assistance from the Rural Lands Protection Board on control methods.
Investigate opportunities to link with neighbour pest animal control programs.

Develop a pig control program for the Conservation Area in consultation with a djoining

Shooting of pest animals should only be performed by skilled operators who h ave the necessary

2.9 Recreational Opportunities

The Parlour Grasslands provides excellent opportunities for passive recreation such as walking and
bird watching. Other recreational activities may be compatible with the conserva tion of the natural
heritage values of the Conservation Area, if undertaken in a sensitive manner.

Undertake recreational activities in a manner sensitive to the Natural Heritages.

Recreation Conditions [5.3(e), 5.3(i), 5.3(0)]

Dogs may be walked in the Conservation Area off leash but under th e effective control of

The Trust may give consent to other activities provided that Natural ~ Heritage Values are not

A tent may be erected at a location where the impact to native gr ound cover is minimal.
A campfire may be used at a location where the impact to native ground cover is minimal

2.10 Neighbour Information, Education, and Co-Operation

It is important that all people undertaking works or agisting stock within the Conservation Are a (or
adjacent to where relevant) are informed about the existence, location and purpose of the
Conservation Area and relevant management conditions [see Clause 8 of Agreement] The Parlour
Grasslands may be a catalyst for broad scale co-operative conservation projets with neighbouring
properties. The Conservation Area is located within a landscape where overall conservation efforts
will be enhanced through integrated land management.



Provide adequate and accessible information on the boundaries of the&immsArea (and Grazing

The Conservation Area is located within a landscape where overall conservation efforts will be
enhanced through integrated land management.

Neighbour Education Management Recommendations

Signs supplied by the Trust may be erected in appropriate locations to indicate the location of the
Meet with adjacent landholders and inform them of the intent of the Conservation A rea and

As opportunities arise, inform nearby landholders of the conservation value of the pr operty

Where practical establish contact with the local Landcare Group and the Southern Rivers CMA.

Where appropriate open the property and Conservation Area for field day sites (eg. as an










http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/npws.nsf/content/biometric_tool  for more information on the
BioMetric method.

Photopoints

One of the simplest methods of monitoring the pasture in a paddock is to take photographs f rom a
fixed-point over a period of time. Taking the photos at the same time of year each time (preferably
spring) will allow for more objective comparisons. The types of changes that are picked up usin g this
technique are changes in ground cover, bare ground as well as some changes in vegetéon structure.



http://www.ea.gov.au/land/publications/grassquide/index.html

Mclntyre, S., Mclvor, J. G., Heard, K. M. (2002) Managing & conserving grassy woodlands

Mokany, Friend, Kirkpatrick, and Gilfedder. (2006) ‘Managing Tasmanian Native Pastures: a technical
guide for graziers

Mclntyre, S., Mclvor, J. G. & MacLeod, N. D. (2000) Principles for sugainable grazing in eucalypt
woodlands: landscape-scale indicators and the search for thresholds. In:-Management for
Sustainable Ecosystems (eds P. Hale, A. Petrie, D. Moloney & P. Sattler) pp. 92100. Centre
for Conservation Biology, University of Queensland, Brisbane

Website for the Stipa Native Grasses Association Inc.http://www.stipa.com.au
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www.austlii.edu.au for detail on these Acts and other legislation.
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Exotic Species |






Conservation status in NSW: Not listed
National conservation status: Endangered

Description

Natural Temperate Grassland is a naturally treeless or sparsely-treed
community, in which the most obvious components are various species of
native grasses.

Many sites contain wet areas that are habitat for wetland flora species. The
community also includes a range of mammal, bird, reptile, frog and

invertebrate fauna species. Intact remnants that contain a high diversity of flora
species are now rare.

Location and habitat

Distribution

Occurs in the Southern Tablelands of NSW (an area bounded by the Snowy
Mountains and Brindabella Range in the south-west, coastal ranges and
escarpments to the east, extending north to the Abercrombie River, with a
north-western boundary extending from Burrinjuck Dam to Boorowa, then east
to the Lachlan River and north to Wyangala Dam). Contained within the S outh
Eastern Highlands bioregion and within an altitude range of between 560 and
1200 metres.

Habitat and ecology









Conservation status in NSW: Vulnerable
National conservation status: Vulnerable

Description

The Mauve Burr-daisy is a sprawling, branched herb that
grows to 20 cm tall and up to 1 m wide. The soft, bright green,
hairy leaves have indented edges. They are up to 3 cm long
and 9 mm wide. The 2 cm wide flower-heads are solitary,
mauve, and with a yellow centre. Flowers may also be white,
blue or pink. They appear in spring and summer. Flowers are
followed by a head of brown burrs that may stick to clothing
and animals' coats.

Location and habitat

Distribution

Mauve Burr-daisy's main distribution is in the Monaro and
Kosciuszko regions. There is a known site in the upper
Shoalhaven catchment and record from near Oberon. There are old, lighly dubious records from the
Dubbo area and Mt Imlay.

Image: © John Briggs






Conservation status in NSW: Vulnerable

Description

The Diamond Firetail is a most striking finch with a bright red bill, and
red eyes and rump. The white throat and lower breast are separated by
a broad black breast-band that extends into the strongly white-spotted,
black flanks. It has a grey back and head, and ashy-brown wings. The
call is a plaintive, drawn- out, nasal ‘twoo-wheee’. Flight is low and
direct, with slight undulations.

Location and habitat

Distribution

The Diamond Firetail is widely distributed in NSW, with a concentration
of records from the Northern, Central and Southern Tablelands, the
Northern, Cental and South Western Slopes and the North West Plains
and Riverina. Not commonly found in coastal districts, though there a re
records from near Sydney, the Hunter Valley and the Bega Valley. This
species has a scattered distribution over the rest of NSW. Also found in
the Australian Capital Territory, Queensland, Victoria and South
Australia.

Habitat and ecology









http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/ _ as the Standard Operating Procedure for feral pig control.

























































































































