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1. Description of Activities

1.1 EPBC Number

EPBC 2009/4748 (Variation approval dated 30 July 2025)

1.2 Project Name and Activities

Infrastructure upgrade and construction at Canberra Airport, ACT. Specifically, the construction
of the Northern Road. These construction activities include a variety of civil works to complete
the Northern Road.

1.3 Approval holder and ACN

Canberra Airport Pty Ltd ACN 080 361 548.

1.4 The Approval Action

The approved action undertaken as part of this EPBC Approval is the Northern Road Project. The
project commenced in the week of 6 January 2025.

1.5 Location of the Project

Malcolm Vale Road and Canberra Airport, Majura, ACT 2609. The National Capital Authority
completed the naming process for the Northern Road and on 1 December 2025 the Minister for
Territories signed an instrument naming the road “David Evans Drive”.

1.6 Person Accepting Responsibility for the Report

A signed declaration is provided at Section 10 of this Report.

1.7 Preparation of the Report

This compliance report was prepared between December 2025 and January 2026.
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2. Address of all Approval Conditions - EPBC 2009/4748

2.1 Compliance Table

A Compliance Table has been prepared and is included in Attachment 1. The Compliance Table
outlines Canberra Airports activities over the proceeding 12 months having regard to EPBC
2009/4748 variation approval conditions.

3. EPBC 2009/4748 - Variation approval 30 July 2025

A variation approval to EPBC 2009/4748, Infrastructure upgrade and construction at Canberra
Airport, was approved by a Delegate for the Minister on 30 July 2025. A copy of the approval letter
and varied EPBC 2009/4748 approval are provided at Attachment 2. In addition, the variation
approval letter requests the following having regard to the Northern Road Construction and
Operations Strategy (NRCOS) and Canberra Airport Threatened Species Management Plan
(TSMP).

As discussed with departmental officers, please submit within 6 months from the date of this letter
a revised version of the Northern Road Construction and Operations Strategy (condition 5), and a
revised version of the Threatened Species Management Plan (condition 2) in accordance with
condition 6 of the approval to reflect the varied conditions of approval and current status and
management of relevant threatened species.

On 19 November 2025 a Canberra Airport representative wrote to DCCEEW representatives
requesting a 6 month extension to 30 July 2026 for the preparation and submission of revised
NRCOS and TSMP. On 24 November 2025 a DCCEEW representative wrote to Canberra Airport
(viaemail) approving the 6 month extension to the preparation and submission of revised NCROS
and TSMP. The correspondence between Canberra Airport and DCCEEW representatives is
included in Attachment 3.

4. EPBC 2009/4748 Condition 4.g. — Report of performance against the
requirements of the Northern Road Project Construction
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)

The Northern Road Project CEMP was submitted and approved on 6 June 2022 as a supplement
to the approved 2010 CEMP. Condition 4.g. of EPBC 2009/4748 states:

Unless otherwise specified, the person taking the action must submit a report of performance
against the requirements of the CEMP by 30 June in each year for a period of 5 years.

On 1 July 2025, Canberra Airport submitted the Year 1 report (noting the reporting period is for six
months from commencement of the project on 6 January to 30 June 2025) to the Department of
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) EPBC Monitoring. EPBC
Monitoring acknowledged receipt of the report on 2 July 2025.

A copy of the CEMP compliance report is provided at Attachment 4.
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5. Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon (CGED) Pre-construction Protocol
/ Pre-clearance Works

Section 1.5 of the Northern Road Project Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)
requires that a Pre-construction Protocol for the Investigation and Retrieval of GED will be
implemented prior to construction and handover of the site to the successful contractor. The
Protocol provided at Appendix B of the revised 2022 CEMP was updated in consultation with
Alison Rowell, Biologist and Environmental Consultant.

The Protocol process is consistent with the Northern Road Construction and Operations
Strategy, the Threatened Species Management Plan and investigations undertaken for the
Taxiway Bravo Extension Project in 2019/2020 (EPBC 2008/4170).

Canberra Airport engaged Umwelt to undertake a pre-construction survey within an area subject
to works associated with the alignment of the Northern Road, which occurs on Canberra Airport
land, Department of Defence land, and the National Capital Authority (NCA). Prior to
commencement of the pre-construction survey relevant approvals were sought and
subsequently received from the Department of Defence and the NCA.

The Umwelt report entitled “Canberra Airport Northern Road Project — Canberra Grassland
Earless Dragon — Pre-construction Survey — May 2025” is provided at Attachment 5.

The Executive Summary extracted below reflects the extent of this survey work and confirms that
no Canberra Grassland Earles Dragons were recorded during the survey:

Capital Airport Group Pty Ltd (CAG) engaged Umwelt to undertake a preconstruction survey for the
critically endangered Canberra grassland earless dragon (Tympanocryptis lineata) (CGED) within an
area that will be subject to works associated with the alignment of the new Northern Road, which
occurs on Canberra Airport land, Department of Defence land and involves the National Capital
Authority (NCA).

The aim of this project was to ensure compliance with the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) approval decision for EPBC 2009/4748. The approval decision was
signed by the Commonwealth Government on 11 Novemberlzoog. with variations approved on

3 June 2019 and 29 May 2020 (Appendix A).

Approximately 9.9 hectares were surveyed over 37 days, with Stage 2 consisting of 9.1 ha surveyed
over 34 days (2-7 people per day for a total of 932 hours) and Stage 3a(1) consisting of 0.8 ha surveyed
over 3 days (1-4 people per day for a total of 109 hours). These hours include staff from Umwelt only,
with staff from the Canberra Airport and other external contractors

The survey was guided by the Preconstruction Protocol for the Investigation and Retrieval of Grassland
Earless Dragon (Capital Airport Group, 2022), with any protocol additions approved during the survey
and documented in the methods.

In total, 409 burrows were inspected within the Project Area, with 362 burrows cleared within Stage 2
and 47 burrows cleared within Stage 3a(1). No Canberra grassland earless dragons were recorded
during the survey.

Other listed species, including the vulnerable striped legless lizard (Delma impar) and larvae with the
potential to be the vulnerable golden sun moth (Synemon plana), were recorded and relocated to
adjacent shelter in suitable habitat outside the Project Area.

A number of other species were also recorded and relocated, including various frogs (e.g., eastern
sign-bearing froglet (Crinia parinsignifera), Peron’s tree frog (Litoria peronii)), skinks (e.g., three-toed
skink (Hemiergis talbingoensis), sunskink (Lampropholis sp.)), and other fauna such as the
shingleback lizard (Tiliqua rugosa), eastern blue tongue lizard (Tiliqua scincoides scincoides) and
eastern long-necked turtle (Chelodina longicollis).

Non-listed invertebrate species including ants, beetles, spiders, slugs, and millipedes were also
recorded.

The survey was conducted in accordance with EPBC approval requirements.
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6. NTG Rehabilitation Areas and CGED Requirements

Varied condition 1A. requires the rehabilitation of 6.67 hectares of the following specified areas
of grassland on the airport and adjacent Majura Training Area:

1A. The person taking the action must rehabilitate the following specified areas of
grassland on the airport and adjacent Majura Training Area:

a. 4,565.4m?of grassland adjacent to the Northern Road in the northern and eastern side
of the road, including rehabilitation up to the entrances and exits of any fauna
passageways and fauna road crossing (‘Area A’ in Annexure 2)

b. 5,734m?of grassland adjacent to the Northern Road on the southern and western side
of the Northern Road corridor, including rehabilitation up to the entrances and exits
of any fauna passageways and fauna road crossing (‘Area B’ in Annexure 2)

c. b5.64 hectares of grassland at the northern end of the airport (‘Area C’ in Annexure 2).

Varied condition 1B. requires:

1B. The person taking the action must commence rehabilitation within 60 days from the
date of this variation decision.

Areas A, B and C are shown on Annexure 2 of the EPBC 2009/4748 and illustrated in the figure
below.
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Figure 1: NTG Rehabilitation Areas A, B and C extracted from Annexure 2 EPBC 2009/4748.
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6.1 Area A and Area B — Adjacent Majura Training Area

To support the rehabilitation of Areas A and B (total Project Area of 1.03 hectares as identified in
Annexure 2 - EPBC 2009/4748) which are along the road verges of the Northern Road, Umwelt
was engaged to prepare a Natural Temperate Grassland Rehabilitation Plan.

The primary objective is to rehabilitate the Project Area to support Natural Temperate Grassland
that is consistent with the listing criteria for the Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern
Highlands critically endangered ecological community as defined under the Commonwealth
Government Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) (Section
1.1; TSSC 20186).

The rehabilitation forms part of a plan by the Canberra Airport to rehabilitate patches of NTG both
within and adjacent to the Airport grounds, pursuant with the EPBC Act approval for the Northern
Road development (EPBC 2009/4748). Canberra Airport has commissioned a “Natural
Temperate Grassland Rehabilitation Plan — Northern Road, Canberra Airport” which will be
utilised as part of the rehabilitation works.

Section 4.1.3 Sourcing NTG Seed of the Plan suggests that “Greening Australia are best
positioned to advise on alternative and reputable seed suppliers in instances where they cannot
provide sufficient seed for this Project”.

Canberra Airport approached Greening Australia in June 2025 to enquire about sourcing NTG
seed for procurement. Seed was subsequently procured for the Northern Road verges (1.03
hectares and for an airside trial patch (approximately 0.2 ha). The plan is that this seed will be
sowed in conjunction with replanting NTG plants retrieved from the Northern Road that are
currently housed at the Seed and Plant Nursery, in the first quarter of 2026. Greening Australia
has confirmed that equipment for NTG seed sowing will be used in the rehabilitation works to the
Northern Road verges.

6.2 Area C — Northern end of the main runway

Condition 1A.c. of the 30 July 2025 varied EPBC 2009/4748 is relevant to the Airport’s ongoing
work to rehabilitate grassland areas within the Canberra Airport Lease (on-Airport). In this regard,
in early August 2025 rehabilitation activities were established in Area C following the removal of
NTG sods and individual NTG plants from the Northern Road corridor verges (as shown on
Annexure 2 and Figure 1.1).
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Figure 2: NTG rehabilitation areas and project completed as part of construction for the Northern Road.

Translocation of NTG sods to Area C.1 -6 August 2025

This carefully planned exercise, managed jointly by the contractor and Canberra Airport staff,
involved the translocation of NTG sods by excavator for placement directly into the prepared Area
C.1.

After several weeks, the slabs with a higher density of plants appeared to have taken well.
However, bare patches of soil were observed, and it was determined that due to the competitive
nature of exotic weeds, they would appear first in these bare patches of soil. Measures were then
taken to hand remove exotic weeds as they emerged in this area.

On 30 September 2025, Triptilodiscus pygmaeus was observed in some areas of the translocated
slabs and it is likely the species was dormant at the time of translocation and survey. The
occurrence of the species may be attributed to the successful transplantation of the slabs and
to concur that the roots were minimally disturbed during the process.
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Photograph 1: Placement of NTG sodsin Area C.1. Photograph 2: Completed relocation of NTG sods to
Area C.1.

The following image was taken of Area C.1 in November 2025.

Translocation of individual NTG plants to Area C.2 - 4 August 2025

A Canberra Airport team of approximately 20 people entered the Northern Road project area and
carefully removed plants that had previously been identified. Individual NTG plants were placed
onto the tray of two Utes and immediately brought airside. In Area C2, holes were dug to a depth
suitable for each individual translocated plant. Newly transplanted plants were marked with a
pink flag and watered via a water truck with a mixture of water and Seasol.

As observed on 7 August 2025, some of the plants appeared to have exposed roots suggesting
they may have been improperly planted. Measures have since been taken to improve the quality
of planting to ensure roots are not exposed.
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Additional native plant potting mix was added to individual plants that had roots exposed and the
transplanted sods that had excess gaping between them. The native plant potting mix was used
from the Nursery which has a slow-release fertilizer.

The following image was taken of Area C.2 on 25 November 2025.

Photograph 4: Completed relocation of NTG sods to Area C.

A management plan for Areas C1. and Area C2., as well as all other NTG areas withinthe Canberra
Airport Lease, is in the process of being developed to enhance performance outcomes.

Translocation of individual NTG plants to the Seed and Plant Nursery — 11 August 2025

A secondary plant translocation was conducted and the plants removed were planted in raised
garden beds and pots at the Seed and Plant Nursery. The purpose of the secondary translocation
was to increase plant abundance and diversity within the Nursery and to “safe-guard” for risks
associated with translocation into area C2.

Due to operational demands and time constraints, plants were removed on a frosty morning and
planted the same day. Species such as Trycoryne elaitor, Eryngium ovinum, Plantago varia,
Goodenia pinnatifida, Lomandra bracteatea and Vittadinia spp were obtained and placed into
the Nursery. Some colonising species such as Plantago and Vittadinia were removed as slabs.

NTG individual plants relocated to the Airport’s Seed and Plant Nursery.
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Photograph 5: Caner Aiport NTG Seed Nursery Photograph 6: Canberra Airport NTG Seed Nrsery
planter beds. planter beds.

Survey work to assess Area C.1. and Area C.2.

Prior to setting up the rehabilitation experiments outlined above, Canberra Airport engaged
Umwelt to undertake survey work in June and July 2025. The purpose of the survey was to assess
the condition of the grassland to support the proposed rehabilitation and translocation of NTG
associated with the Northern Road Project, and to survey for the presence of CGED.

Surveys occurred in three areas:

o Northern Road Development site — to confirm the location of high-quality patches of NTG
that were suitable for sod translocation and to provide baseline data to inform the evaluation
of translocation effectiveness. Donor site for Area C.1.

e AreaC.1.andArea C.2. -to confirm suitability of these airside patches as recipient sites for
NTG translocation actions. Area C.1. being the proposed sod recipient site and Area C.2
being the proposed recipient site for individual plants.

Following the surveys, Umwelt confirmed that both Areas C.1. and C.2. did not contain NTG and
therefore were suitable as recipient sites to receive the sods and individual plants translocated
from the Northern Road Development site.

It is important to note that these areas are nearby NTG and the known CGED habitat on-Airport
and have been designed with the potential to create a continuum of NTG.

6.3 Other Rehabilitation NTG Trials

In addition to the key NTG rehabilitation works detailed above Canberra Airport and the
consultant ecologists are engaged in the following NTG rehabilitation trails. Depending on the
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Photograph 8: Early construction works for installation of fauna
passageways.

Photograph 9: Form work for Photograph 10: Form work for construction of fauna
construction of fauna passageways. passageways.

The CGED barrier fencing is currently being installed along the Northern Road alignment per the
requirements of EPBC2009/4748 condition 5D and Annexure 3. Photographs of the barrier
fencing installation are provided below.
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Photograph 11: Plastic barrier fencing to prevent CGED entering south of the airports NTG areas.

SISO XL

s

Photograph 12: Metal barrier fencing to prevent CGED entering the Northern Road area between the Majura
Training Area and Canberra Airport.

7. NTG Seed and Plant Nursery for Rehabilitation Activity

Throughout 2025, Canberra Airport has worked to establish a Seed and Plant Nursery on airport
for the purposes of NTG rehabilitation within the Canberra Airport Lease in response to
conditions for both EPBC 2009/4748 (Northern Road Project). The site is in a secure airside
storage/maintenance compound. The area prepared is currently about 250m?, with potential to
expand to the south.

The development of the Nursery has been informed by Nursery Industry Accreditation Scheme
Australia (NIASA) Best Management Practice guidelines - NIASA ACCREDITATION - Australian
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Plant Production Standard (APPS) which contain protocols for disease prevention, pest and weed
control.

The Nursery will mainly be used to grow plants from seed collected on the Airport to produce
larger amounts of seed. Some plants will be grown by cuttings or division. The seed and plants
produced will be available for replanting projects, and some seed plants may later also be
transplanted into NTG rehabilitation areas.

Priority will be given to growing mainly non-grass species which enhance NTG value and for which
commercial seed is not available or is expensive.

il ¢ o .’ ' . =, S 4 . . 4 e
3 g U helL bl

Figure 3: Aerial image depicting the location of the NTG Seed and Plant Nursery in red.

Images of the Canberra Airport NTG Seed and Plant Nursery are provided below.

Photograph 13: Nursery layout, raised beds with  Photograph 14: Raised bed with native grass seedlings
native potting mix on crushed gravel base, mesh consisting of Wallaby Grasses grown from seeds
fencing, storage shed. harvest on airport
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Photograph 15: Native forb seedlings in raised bed Photograph 16: Rytidosperma spp. which were
planter beds. grown from seed September 2025.

The following images of plants translocated from the Northern Road verges to the Seed and Plant
Nursery were taken in September 2025.

i
¥

Lomandra bracteate Erodium crinatum
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The following images of plants translocated from the Northern Road verges to the Seed and Plant

Nursery were taken in November 2025.

Eryngium ovinum

Mixed natives

N\ T

Pvaria vmuelleri
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Bulbine bulbosa Wahlenbergia

1N

These plants will be used in the rehabilitation of the Northern Road verges once construction is
completed.

Seedings and plants grown atthe Nursery will also be used to rehabilitate all NTG grassland areas
within the Canberra Airport Lease. A management plan for these NTG areas is in the process of
being developed in an effort to enhance performance outcomes.

8. CGED Tympanocryptis lineata Monitoring at Canberra Airport

The NTG on Canberra Airportis habitat for vulnerable and endangered fauna, including the CGED
and GSM. In that regard, monitoring for these threatened fauna species is conducted every two
years, consistent with the Airport Environment Strategy (AES).

Alison Rowell undertook CGED monitoring at the northern end of Canberra Airport in late
summer/autumn 2019, 2021 and 2023 and no CGED were found during monitoring at the
permanent grids in this area.

Although CGED monitoring was undertaken in 2023, and the AES stipulates monitoring every two
years, the Airport decided to undertake CGED monitoring in 2024 and again in 2025. In
consultation with Alison Rowell, Umwelt was engaged to undertake the 2024 and 2025 CGED
monitoring. In collaboration with the ACT Government, Canberra Airport adopted the same
extended monitoring periods for 2024 and 2025:

e 26 Marchto 26 June 2024
e 17 February to 29 May 2025

The new survey methods trialled in 2024 were replicated for the 2025 monitoring period. As no
CGED were found in the latest round of monitoring (2025), this means that none have been seen
or discovered at the northern end of Canberra Airport since 2017.

The Umwelt September 2025 Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon Monitoring Report is provided
at Attachment 6.
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COMPLIANCE TABLE

ATTACHMENT 1

EPBC 2009/4748 Infrastructure upgrade and construction at Canberra Airport, ACT - variation approved 30 July 2025

Condition
Number

Condition

Is the project compliant
with this Condition?

Evidence / Comments

1. The person taking the action must not clear more | Compliant Not more than 20.5 hectares of Natural Temperate
than 20.5 hectares of Natural Temperate Grassland (NTG) has been cleared in Area A at Annexure
Grassland in Area A at Annexure 1. The area 1.
identified as the. Northern Road 'at A—nne)fu.re 1 may The area identified as the Northern Road at Annexure 1
only be cleared in accordance with condition 5. All . . o

. ; o has been cleared in accordance with condition 5.
other sites in Annexure 1 containing Natural
Temperate Grassland must be protected. All other sites in Annexure 1 containing Natural
Temperate Grassland have been protected.
Canberra Airport will monitor NTG removal against this
condition as works progress within the Canberra Airport
Lease.

1A. The person taking the action must rehabilitate the | Compliant Rehabilitation activities have commenced in the
following specified areas of grassland on the airport identified areas and will demonstrate compliance with
and adjacent Majura Training Area: this and other relevant conditions under this variation

approval.

a. 4,565m? of grassland adjacent to the Northern | Compliance to be | Rehabilitation works in ‘Area A’ have commenced and
Road in the northern and eastern side of the road, | demonstrated once | will continue per the requirements of the variation
including rehabilitation up to the entrances and | rehabilitation complete. approval.
exits of any fauna passageways and fauna road
crossing (‘Area A’ in Annexure 2

b. 5,734m? of grassland adjacent to the Northern | Compliance to be | Rehabilitation works in ‘Area B’ have commenced and
Road on the southern and western side of the | demonstrated once | will continue per the requirements of the variation

Northern Road corridor, including rehabilitation up
to the entrances and exits of any fauna

rehabilitation complete.

approval.




Condition
Number

Condition

Is the project compliant
with this Condition?

Evidence / Comments

passageways and fauna road crossing (‘Area B’ in
Annexure 2)

C. 5.64 hectares of grassland at the northern end of Compliance to be Rghabilit?tion works in ’Are'fx C' have commenceq aTnd
the airport (‘Area C’ in Annexure 2). demo_n_stra.ted once | will continue per the requirements of the variation
rehabilitation complete. approval.
1B. The person taking the action must commence | Compliant Canberra Airport commenced rehabilitation works
rehabilitation within 60 days from the date of this within 60 days from the date of this variation decision.
variation decision. These works included continued establishment of the
Natural Temperate Grasslands (NTG) seed nursery,
translocation of NTG from the Northern Road verges,
preparation of a NTG rehabilitation plan and various
other rehabilitation activities. These rehabilitation
works and activities are outlined in the body of the
compliance report.
1C. The person taking the action must rehabilitate the | Compliance to be | Canberra Airport will demonstrate compliance with this
areas specified in condition 1A) to a condition that | demonstrated once | condition within ten years of the variation approval. As
meets the definition of Natural Temperate | rehabilitation complete. indicated prior in this table rehabilitation works in
Grassland within ten years of the date this variation ‘Areas A, B and C’' have commenced.
instrument was signed.
2. The person taking the action must develop and | Compliant The Threatened Species Management Plan was

submit a Threatened Species Management Plan to
the Minister. The plan must include measures to
manage Natural Temperate Grassland and
Threatened Species on the Canberra Airport lease,
including:

a) Monitoring and mapping;

b) Weed control

c) Mowing

d) Rehabilitation and revegetation;

approved by the then Minister for Environment
Protection, Heritage and the Arts on 9 March 2010.

A variation of EPBC 2009/4748 was approved by the
Minister on 30 July 2025. The approval letter states:

As discussed with departmental officers, please submit
within 6 months from the date of this letter a revised
version of the Northern Road Construction and
Operations Strategy (condition 5), and a revised version
of the Threatened Species Management (condition 2) in




Condition
Number

Condition

Is the project compliant
with this Condition?

Evidence / Comments

e) Drainage;

f) Monitoring regimes and survey methods;

g) Thresholds for  triggering  further
management intervention;

h) Environmentally significant areas and their
protection; and

i) Results of research and details of any
current and future research proposals.

The Threatened Species Management Plan must be
submitted and approved by the Minister before
construction commences. The approved
Threatened Species Management Plan must be
implemented.

accordance with condition 6 of the approval to reflect
the varied conditions of approval and current status and
management of relevant threatened species.

On 19 November 2025, Canberra Airport provided a
written request to the Department to extend the
deadline for submission of a revised Threatened Species
Management Plan. On 24 November 2025, a
Departmental official provided written confirmation to
extend the deadline to 30 July 2026.

A copy of the Departmental official’s confirmation to
extend the deadline is provided at Attachment 4.

The person taking the action must submit to the
Department a Canberra Airport Offsets Plan which
must include, but not be limited to:

Compliant

The 2009 Master Plan Offset Strategy was prepared by
Canberra Airport, following expert advice from Peter
Robertson, Wildlife Profiles Pty Ltd and co-author of the
Grassland Earless Dragon Recovery Plan, Alison Rowell,
Qualified Ecologist, and University of Canberra Institute
of Applied Ecology.

The Offset Strategy was subsequently approved by the
Minister for the Environment, Water, Heritage and the
Arts on 9 February 2010, as a condition to EPBC Act
Referral 2009/4748 prior to commencing the
Infrastructure upgrade and Construction at Canberra
Airport.

The acquisition and protection in perpetuity of land
containing Natural Temperate Grassland at a ratio
of 3 hectares of offset for every one hectare
removed if the total area of Natural Temperate
Grassland removed from the Canberra Airport site

The offset property known as the “Parlour Grasslands”
was purchased as an offset for EPBC 2009/4748, and
Canberra Airport signed a Trust Agreement with the
then Nature Conservation Trust of NSW (now known as
the Biodiversity Conservation Trust of NSW) on 16




Condition
Number

Condition

Is the project compliant
with this Condition?
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under this and any other EPBC approval is under
12.5 hectares; or

February 2010 as outlined in the Plan of Management
for the “Parlour Grasslands”.

The offset property contains a Conservation Area of

b. If the total accumulated area removed from the .
Canberra Airport site under this and any other EPBC approximately 47 hectares.
approval exceeds 12.5 hectares, commitment to The offset will be:
and details of the acquisition and protection in e at a ratio of 3 hectares of offset for every one
perpetuity of land containing Natural Temperate hectare removed from the Airport while the total
Grassland at a ratio of 5 hectares of offset for every area of Natural Temperate Grassland (NTG) remains
one hectare of Natural Temperate Grassland under 12.5 hectares, and
removed; and e at a ratio of 5 hectares of offset for every one
hectare of NTG removed equals, or exceeds, more
than 12.5 hectares.
To date it has not been necessary to activate the use of
the “Parlour Grasslands” as an offset property for EPBC
2009/4748.
C. Details of the proposed ownership and | Compliant Since acquisition of the “Parlour Grasslands”, Canberra
management of the land to be acquired and Airport has managed the property in perpetuity as
protected. required. The Plan of Management for “The Parlour
Grasslands” Conservation Area was agreed upon
between Canberra Airport, the then Department of
Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts and other
relevant authorities, including the Nature Conservation
Trust of NSW.

The person taking the action must not remove any | compliant The Offset Strategy was approved by the Minister for

Natural Temperate Grassland or habitat for listed
threatened species unless the Canberra Airport
Offsets Plan has been approved by the Minister in
writing. The approved Canberra Airport Offsets
Plan must be implemented.

the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts on 9
February 2010, as a condition to EPBC Act Referral
2009/4748 prior to commencing the Infrastructure
upgrade and Construction at Canberra Airport.
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Is the project compliant
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Note: The management of rehabilitation and any
required offset must be conducted in conjunction
with any other EPBC approvals affecting Natural
Temperate Grassland in the Canberra Airport site.

to assist with monitoring the implementation of

4 The person taking the action must develop and | Compliant The site specific CEMP for the Northern Road Project
submit a Construction Environment Management was approved by the Minister on 6 June 2022.

Plan (CEMP) to the Minister. The plan mustinclude
but not be limited to:

a. Establishment and maintenance of fences and | Compliant The site specific CEMP includes a requirement for the
signage of no go areas in areas of Natural establishment and maintenance of fences and signage
Temperate Grassland and threatened species of no go areas in areas of NTG and threatened species.
habitat. This requirement remains in place for the duration of

the construction works and following construction.

b. Identification and implementation of erosion and | Compliant The site specific CEMP includes a requirement for the
sedimentation control measures during and identification and implementation of erosion and
following construction. sedimentation control measures during and following

construction of the Northern Road Project.

C. Identification and implementation of appropriate | Compliant The site specific CEMP includes requirements for the
weed hygiene measures. identification and implementation of appropriate weed

hygiene measures.

d. Induct construction workers and contractors about | Compliant The site specific CEMP includes processes for the
requirements to protect threatened species and induction of construction workers and contractors
Natural Temperate Grassland in accordance with about requirements to protect threatened species NTG
relevant legislation; in accordance with relevant legislation.

e. Measures to reduce impacts on listed threatened | Compliant The site specific CEMP includes measures to reduce
species. impacts on listed threatened species.

f. Indicative environmental management checklists | Compliant The site specific CEMP includes these requirements and

was approved by the Minister on 6 June 2022.
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environmental management obligations during
construction works; and

Unless otherwise specified, the person taking the
action must submit a report of performance against
the requirements of the CEMP by 30 June in each
year for a period of 5 years.

Compliant

On 1 July 2025, Canberra Airport submitted the Year 1
CEMP report (noting the reporting period is for six
months from commencement of the Northern Road
Project in the week of 6 January, to 30 June 2025) to the
Department EPBC Monitoring.

EPBC Monitoring acknowledged receipt of the report on
2 July 2025. Refer to Attachment 4.

The CEMP must be approved by the Minister
before construction commences. The approved
CEMP must be implemented.

Compliant

The Site-specific CEMP for the Northern Road Project
was approved by the Minister on 6 June 2022. The
CEMP was implemented on commencement of
construction of the Northern Road in January 2025 and
continues to be applied to the Northern Road project.

4A.

Within 6 months following completion of
construction, the person taking the action must
submit to the Minister for approval a revised
Canberra Airport Offsets Plan which identifies the
area of impacted natural temperate grassland that
is available for rehabilitation, and specify a
program to rehabilitate the land to natural
temperate grassland. The approved Canberra
Airport Offsets Plan must be implemented.

Compliant

In response to EPBC 2009/4748, the 2009 Master Plan
Offset Strategy was submitted and subsequently
approved by the then Minister for the Environment,
Water, Heritage and the Arts on 9 February 2010.

A revised Master Plan Offset Strategy will be submitted
within 6 months following completion of construction
of the Northern Road Project.

The person taking the action must develop and
submit a Northern Road Strategy to the Minister.
The Northern Road Strategy must include a
population viability analysis or equivalent research
that has been prepared by a suitably qualified

Compliant

The Northern Road Construction and Operations
Strategy (EPBC 2009/4748) was approved by a delegate
of the Minister responsible for the EPBC Act on 29 May
2020.
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expert and demonstrates that the Northern Road
at Annexure 3 will achieve:

The variation of EPBC 2009/4748 approved by the
Delegate for the Minister on 30 July 2025 includes a
letter stating:

As discussed with departmental officers, please submit
within 6 months from the date of this letter a revised
version of the Northern Road Construction and
Operations Strategy (condition 5), and a revised version
of the Threatened Species Management (condition 2) in
accordance with condition 6 of the approval to reflect
the varied conditions of approval and current status and
management of relevant threatened species.

On 19 November 2025, Canberra Airport provided a
written request to the Department to extend the
deadline for submission of a revised Threatened Species
Management Plan. On 24 November 2025, a
Departmental official provided written confirmation to
extend the deadline to 30 July 2026.

A copy of the Departmental official’s confirmation to
extend the deadline is provided at Attachment 3.

a. No net loss of habitat for the Canberra Grassland | Compliant The Northern Road Construction and Operations
Earless Dragon as identified on the map at Strategy (EPBC 2009/4748) approved by a delegate of
Annexure 3; the Minister on 29 May 2020 demonstrates no net loss
of habitat for the Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon
(CGED).
b. No fragmentation of Canberra Grassland Earless | Compliant The Northern Road Construction and Operations

Dragon habitat as identified on the map at
Annexure 3;

Strategy (EPBC 2009/4748) approved by a delegate of
the Minister on 29 May 2020 demonstrates no
fragmentation of CGED habitat as identified on the map
at Annexure 3 of the approval.
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C. No net impacts on the Canberra Grassland Earless | Compliant The Northern Road Construction and Operations
Dragon from construction activities; and Strategy (EPBC 2009/4748) approved by a delegate of
the Minister on 29 May 2020 demonstrates no net

impacts on the CGED from construction activities.

d. No increase in the risk of extinction for the east | Compliant The Northern Road Construction and Operations
Majura Valley Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon Strategy (EPBC 2009/4748) approved by a delegate of
population. the Minister on 29 May 2020 demonstrates no increase

in the risk of extinction for the east Majura Valley CGED

population.
The approval holder must not commence | Compliant The Northern Road Construction and Operations
construction of the Northern Road until the Strategy (EPBC 2009/4748) was approved by a delegate
Northern Road Strategy has been approved by the of the Minister responsible for the EPBC Act on 29 May
Minister. The approved Northern Road Strategy 2020, as a condition to EPBC Act Referral 2009/4748
must be implemented. (Varied 29 May 2020).

Canberra Airport notes that

5A. The person taking the action must provide to the | Compliant In August 2025, a Canberra Airport representative
ACT Government a funding contribution of wrote to the ACT Government requesting details to
$1,000,000.00 (excluding GST) over four make the first payment of $250,000 (excluding GST) by
consecutive years commencing in 2025. This 31 August 2025. On 10 September 2025, the Deputy
funding contribution must be for the purposes of Director General of the City and Environment
research, captive breeding or habitat restoration Directorate (CED) wrote to Canberra Airport’s Head of
directly in connection with the Canberra Grassland Aviation advising the following:

Earless Dragon as specified below: “I am writing to you about the decision by the

a. The person taking the action must pay the financial Department - of - Climate Change, = Energy, the

contribution to the ACT Government in the

following instalments:

$250,000 (excluding GST) by 31 August 2025;

Environment and Water (DCCEEW) in relation to the
variation of the conditions attached to approval for the
construction Airport Northern Road (EPBC 2008/4748).
The Minister for Climate Change, Environment, Energy
and Water has requested that the City and Environment




Condition Is the project compliant Evidence / Comments

Number conlie with this Condition?

Directorate (CED) engages with you in the first instance
about the decision.

The ACT Government notes condition 5A which requires
the person taking the action to provide the ACT with a
funding contribution of 51,000,000 (ex GST) over
consecutive years commencing in 2025. The ACT
Government further notes the funding contribution
must be for the purposes of research, captive breeding,
or habitat restoration directly in connection with the
Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon.

CED through my office will be briefing the Government
on the decision and seeking direction on the agreed next
steps. Until this process occurs, | wish to advise that the
Government is unable to confirm its position on the
decision or provide any details for payment. It may also
be necessary for the Government await further advice
on the outcomes of the investigation by the
Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment on
this matter before making a decision.

Thank you for your understanding and patience whilst
the Government progresses the necessary due diligence
processes in response to the decision of DCCEEW.”

Accordingly, Canberra Airport is awaiting the
completion of the ACT Government processes to enable
payment of the first instalment. A copy of the letter
from Deputy Director General of the CED is included in
Attachment 7.

ii. $250,000 (excluding GST) by 31 July 2026; - Canberra Airport is awaiting the completion of the ACT
Government processes to enable payment of the
second instalment.
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$250,000 (excluding GST) by 31 July 2027; and

Canberra Airport is awaiting the completion of the ACT
Government processes to enable payment of the third
instalment.

iv. $250,000 (excluding GST) by 31 July 2028. - Canberra Airport is awaiting the completion of the ACT
Government processes to enable payment of the final
instalment.

5B. The person taking the action must construct three | Compliant Canberra Airport and its contractors have designed and
fauna passageways between Canberra Airport and are currently_ installing three purpc_>se built fauna

] o passageways in the Northern Road design.
the Majura Training Area. The fauna passageway .
. Canberra Airport consulted the ACT CGED experts
must: regarding the design and locations of the passageways.

a. Remain sealed preventing the entry of Canberra | Compliant Once constructed the fauna passageways will remain
Grassland Earless Dragon, unless the Minister sealed preventing the entry of CGED, unless the
determines otherwise in writing; Minister determines otherwise in writing.

b. Be positioned in the locations identified as ‘fauna | Compliant The fauna passageways have been designed and will be
passageways’ in Annexure 3; constructed in the locations identified in Annexure 3 of

the variation approval.

c. Be designed and constructed to enable their | Compliant The fauna passageways have been designed and will be
entrances at either end to be either sealed from constructed to enable their entrances to be either
use by Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon or open sealed from use by CGED or open for CGED movement
for Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon movement through them.
through them;

d. Provide adequate drainage to avoid flooding or | Compliant The fauna passageways have been designed and will be

water pooling inside them and at their entrances
and exits; and

constructed to avoid flooding or water pooling inside
them and at their entrances and exists.

10
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e. Maximise natural light penetration inside them. Compliant The fauna passageways have been designed and will be
constructed to maximise natural light penetration
inside them.

5C. The person taking the action must construct one | Compliant Canberra Airport and its contractors have designed and
fauna road crossing between Canberra Airport and are installing two fauna road crossings into the
the Majura Training Area. The fauna road crossing Northern Road.
must: Canberra Airport consulted the ACT CGED experts

regarding the design and locations of the fauna road
crossings.

a. Remain sealed preventing the entry of Canberra | Compliant Canberra Airport and its contractors confirm that the
Grassland Earless Dragon, unless the Minister fauna road crossings will remain sealed preventing the
determines otherwise in writing; entry of CGED.

b. Be positioned in the location identified as ‘fauna | Compliant The fauna road crossings will be positioned in the
road crossing’ in Annexure 3; and locations identified in Annexure 3 of the variation

approval.

C. Be designed and constructed to enable its | Compliant The fauna road crossings have been designed and will
entrances at either end to be either sealed from be constructed to enable either end to be sealed from
use by Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon or open use by the CGED or open for CGED movement through
for Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon movement them.
through it.

5D. The person taking the action must construct barrier | Compliant Canberra Airport and its contractor have designed and
fencing along both sides of the Northern Road. The constructed barrier fencing along both sides of the
barrier fencing must: Northern Road, where shown as ‘CGED barrier fencing’

in Annexure 3.

a. Be constructed on both sides of the Northern Road

where shown as ‘CGED barrier fencing’ in Annexure
3;and

11
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b. Prevent Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon from The barrier fencing has been designed and installed to
moving onto the roadway of the Northern Road prevent CGED from moving onto the roadway of the
where vehicles can move. Northern Road where vehicles can move.

5E. The person taking the action must assist the ACT | Compliant On 24 September 2025, Canberra Airport
Government to undertake any Canberra Grassland representatives facilitated a site visit for ACT
Earless Dragon research, monitoring and Government CGED researchers. During this visit the
management by: ACT Government CGED researchers inspected the CGED

habitat areas in the northern parts of the airport.

a. At all reasonable times, and upon receiving
reasonable notice (at least 5 business days),
permitting access by representatives of the ACT
Government to Canberra Grassland Earless
Dragon habitat, identified as ‘ACTmapi
Environment Map for CGED Habitat Area’ on the
map at Annexure 3; and

b. Assisting in the translocation of Canberra | Compliant Canberra Airport has agreed with ACT Government
Grassland Earless Dragon from or to the areas of CGED experts to assist the translocation of CGED from
Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon habitat habitat identified on the map in Annexure 3 of the
identified as ‘ACTmapi Environment Map for CGED variation approval.
Habitat Area’ on the map at Annexure 3.
Note: these conditions do not provide the person | Compliant ACT Government CGED experts have provided written
taking the action, or other persons, approval to confirmation to Canberra Airport that they have
translocate Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon, obtained approval to translocate the CGED under the
which must be considered as separate decision to EPBC Act.
this approval in accordance with the EPBC Act.

6. If the Minister believes that it is necessary or | - No action is required under this condition during the

desirable for the better protection of the
environment, the Minister may request that the
person taking the action make specified revisions

compliance reporting period.

12



Condition
Number

Condition

Is the project compliant
with this Condition?

Evidence / Comments

to a plan or strategy approved pursuant to
conditions 2, 3,4 and 5, and submit the revised plan
or measure for the Minister’s approval. The person
taking the action must comply with any such
request. If the Minister approves a revised plan or
measure pursuant to this condition, the person
taking the action must implement that plan or
measure instead of the plan or measure as
originally approved.

Revision of action management plans

The person taking the action may, at any time,
apply to the Minister for a variation to an action
management plan or measure approved by the
Minister under conditions 2, 3, 4 and 5, or as
subsequently revised in accordance with these
conditions, by submitting an application in
accordance with the requirements of section 143A
of the EPBC Act. If the Minister approves a revised
action management plan or measure (RAMP) then,
from the date specified, the person taking the
action must implement the RAMP in place of the
previous action management plan or strategy.

Canberra Airport has not applied to the Minister under
condition 7 of the variation approval during this
reporting period.

7A.

The person taking the action may choose to revise
an action management plan or strategy approved
by the Minister under conditions 2, 4 and 5, or as
subsequently revised in accordance with these
conditions, without submitting it for approval
under section 143A of the EPBC Act, if the taking of
the action in accordance with the RAMP would not
be likely to have a new or increased impact.

Canberra Airport has not made a choice under condition
7A to revise an action management plan or strategy,
accordingly, the provisions of condition 7A have not
been activated.

13
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7B.

If the person taking the action makes the choice
under condition 7A to revise an action
management plan or strategy without submitting it
for approval, the approval holder must:

Canberra Airport has not made a choice under condition
7A to revise an action management plan or strategy.
Accordingly, the provisions of condition 7B have not
been activated.

notify the Department in writing that the -
approved action management plan or measure has
been revised and provide the Department with:

an electronic copy of the RAMP;

an electronic copy of the RAMP marked up with
track changes to show the differences between the
approved action management plan or measure and
the RAMP.

an explanation of the differences between the
approved action management plan or measure and
the RAMP.

the reasons the person taking the action in
accordance with the RAMP would not be likely to
have a new or increased impact; and

written notice of the date on which the person
taking the action will implement the RAMP (RAMP
implementation date), being at least 20 business
days after the date of providing notice of the
revision of the action management plan, or a date
agreed to in writing with the Department.

subject to condition 7D, implement the RAMP from
the RAMP implementation date.

Canberra Airport has not made a choice under condition
7A to revise and action management plan or strategy.
Accordingly, the provisions of condition 7B have not
been activated.

14
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7C. The person taking the action may revoke the choice | - Canberra Airport has not activated the provisions of
to implement a RAMP under condition 7A at any condition 7C of the variation approval.

time by giving written notice to the Department. If
the person taking the action revokes the choice
under condition 5A, the person taking the action
must implement the action management plan or
measure in effect immediately previous to that
being revoked

7D. If the Minister gives a notice to the person taking | - Canberra Airport has not activated the provisions of
the action that the Minister is satisfied that the condition 7D of the variation approval.

taking of the action in accordance with the RAMP
would be likely to have a new or increased impact,
then:

a. condition 7A does not apply, or ceases to apply, in | -
relation to the RAMP; and

b. the person taking the action must implement the | -
action management plan or measure specified by
the Minister in the notice.

7E. At the time of giving the notice under condition 7D, | -
the Minister may also notify that for a specified
period of time, condition 7A does not apply for one
or more specified action management plans.

Note: conditions 7A, 7B, 7C and 7D are not | -
intended to limit the operation of section 143A of
the EPBC Act which allows the person taking the
action to submit a revised action management plan
or measure, at any time, to the Minister for
approval.

15
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If the commencement of the action does not occur
within 15 years from the date of this approval, then
the person taking the action must not commence
the action without the prior written agreement of
the Minister.

Compliant

In relation to the commencement date for the action
(defined as being to upgrade and construct aviation and
airfield based development and supporting airport
infrastructure during the life of Canberra Airport’s 2009
Master Plan, as outlined in the referral received on 19
February 2009 and the preliminary documentation
received on 26 June 2009), Canberra Airport confirms
that commencement of works in relation to the action
(as a whole) occurred sometime in 2011 and some of
the works were completed by 2012.

Stage 1 civil works for the Northern Road Project
commenced during the week of 6 January 2025.

Compliance records

The person taking the action must maintain
accurate and complete compliance records.

Compliant

Canberra Airport maintains accurate and complete
compliance records.

10.

If the Department makes a request in writing, the
person taking the action must provide electronic
copies of compliance records to the Department
within the timeframe specified in the request.

Note: Compliance records may be subject to audit
by the Department or an independent auditor in
accordance with section 458 of the EPBC Act, and
or used to verify compliance with the conditions.
Summaries of the results of an audit may be
published on the Department’s website or through
the general media.

During this compliance reporting period Canberra
Airport has not received a request from the Department
for electronic copies of compliance records. However,
Canberra Airport acknowledges and understands that
compliance records may be subject to audit by the
Department or an independent auditor in accordance
with section 458 of the EPBC Act.

11.

Preparation and publication of plans

The person taking the action must:

Compliant

Canberra Airport has complied with the requirements of
condition 11 Preparation and publication of plans. All

16
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submit plans electronically to the Department for
approval by the Minister;

required plans and documents have been submitted
electronically to the Department for approval by the
Minister or Delegate of the Minister. In addition, each

b. pUb.IISh each plan on the webs!te within 20 plan has been published on the Canberra Airport
business days of the date the plan is approved by .
the Minister or of the date a revised action website.
management plan is submitted to the Minister,
unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the
Minister;

C. keep plans published on the website until the end
date of this approval unless otherwise agreed to in
writing by the Minister.

12. The person taking the action must ensure that any | Compliant Canberra Airport and its consultant ecologists have and
monitoring data (including sensitive ecological continue to comply with the requirements of condition
data), surveys, maps, and other spatial and 12 which references the Department’s Guidelines for
metadata required under conditions of this biological surveys and mapped data.
approval, is prepared in accordance with the
Department’s Guidelines for biological survey and
mapped data (2018) and submitted electronically
to the Department.

13. Annual compliance reporting Compliant Construction of the Northern Road began in the week
The person taking the action must prepare a commencing 6 January 2025 and this compliance report
compliance report for each 12 month period has been submitted to the Department for that 12
following the date of commencement of the month period.
action, or as otherwise agreed to in writing by the
Minister. The person taking the action must:

a. publish each compliance report on the website | Compliant This 2025/2026 compliance report will be published on

within 60 business days following the relevant 12
month period;

the website within 60 business days following the
relevant 12 month period.

17
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b. notify the Department by email that a compliance | Compliant Canberra Airport will advise the Department by email
report has been published on the website within once the compliance report is published on the website.
five business days of the date of publication;

C. keep all compliance reports publicly available on | Compliant Canberra Airport will keep all compliance reports
the website until this approval expires unless publicly available on its website once published unless
otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister; otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister.

d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from Compliant If re.q'uwed (ian.be:rf\:I Alrpf)ort er]“ excluci.e or redact
compliance reports published on the website; and sens!tlve ecologica a.ta rom the compliance report

published on the website.

e. where any sensitive ecological data has been | Compliant If Canberra Airport excludes or redacts sensitive
excluded from the version published, submit the ecological data from the compliance report published
full compliance report to the Department within 5 on the website a full compliance report will be
business days of publication. submitted to the Department.

Note: Compliance reports may be published on the | Compliant Noted.
Department’s website. The first compliance report

may report a period less than 12 months so that it

and subsequent compliance reports align with the

similar requirement under state approval.

14. Reporting non-compliance Compliant Canberra Airport will monitor and act if required under
The person taking the action must notify the condition 14 Reporting non-compliance. During this
Department in writing of any: incident; non- reporting period Canberra Airport has not breached any
compliance with the conditions; or non-compliance condition of the approval.
with the commitments made in plans. The With regards to condition 5A The person taking the
notification must be given as soon as practicable, action must provide to the ACT Government a funding
and no later than two business days after becoming contribution of 51,000,000.00 (excluding GST) over four
aware of the incident or non-compliance. The consecutive years commencing in 2025. Canberra
notification must specify: Airport has sought to provide the first instalment of

a. the condition which is or may be in breach; and Compliant funding to the ACT Government for the purposes of

18
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b. a short description of the incident and/or non- | Compliant research, captive breeding or habitat restoration

compliance. directly in connection with the CGED. However,
Canberra Airport is awaiting the completion of the ACT
Government processes to enable payment of the first
instalment. A copy of the letter from Deputy Director
General of the CED is included in Attachment 7.

15. The person taking the action must provide to the | Compliant Canberra Airport will monitor and act if required under
Department the details of any incident or non- condition 14 Reporting non-compliance. During this
compliance with the conditions or commitments reporting period Canberra Airport has not breached any
made in plans as soon as practicable and no later condition of the approval.

,tha”_lp business d.aYs, unless otherW|§e agreed to With regards to condition 5A The person taking the

in writing by the Minister, after becoming aware of . . .
o . L action must provide to the ACT Government a funding

the incident or non-compliance, specifying: contribution of $1,000,000.00 (excluding GST) over four

a. any corrective action or investigation which the consecutive years commencing in 2025. Canberra
approval holder has already taken or intends to Airport has sought to provide the first instalment of
take in the immediate future: funding to the ACT Government for the purposes of

' research, captive breeding or habitat restoration

b. the potential impacts of the incident or non- directly in connection with the CGED. However,

compliance; and Canberra Airport is awaiting the completion of the ACT

Government processes to enable payment of the first

¢ the method and timing of any remedial action that instalment. A copy of the letter from Deputy Director
will be undertaken by the approval holder. General of the CED is included in Attachment 7.

16. Management Plans Compliant Canberra Airport and its consultants have prepared all

All management plans required under this approval
should be prepared in line with the Department’s
Environmental Management Plan Guidelines.

management plans under this approval in line with the
Department’s Environmental Management Plan
Guidelines.

19





mailto:s.byron@canberraairport.com.au



mailto:PostApproval@dcceew.gov.au



mailto:tony.richards@dcceew.gov.au
mailto:A.Connor@canberraairport.com.au
mailto:M.Thomson@canberraairport.com.au
mailto:Anthony.Bernobic@dcceew.gov.au
mailto:Andy.Huxham@dcceew.gov.au
mailto:Jessica.Feder@dcceew.gov.au
mailto:Brendan.Linton-Smith@dcceew.gov.au
mailto:Anthony.richards@dcceew.gov.au

Acknowledgement of Country

Our department recognises the First Peoples of this nation and their
ongoing connection to culture and country, We acknowledge Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the Traditional Owners, Custodians
and Lore Keepers of the world's oldest living culture and pay respects to
their Elders past, present and emerging.




OFFICIAL

B Australian Government

‘ Department of Climate Change, Energy,
the Environment and Water

EPBC 2009/4748

Mr Stephen Byron

Chief Executive Officer

Canberra Airport Pty Ltd
s.byron@canberraairport.com.au

Approval of variation of conditions for Infrastructure Upgrade and Construction at
Canberra Airport

Dear Mr Byron

Thank you for your correspondence dated 3 June 2025 to the department, agreeing, as a
representative of Canberra Airport, to the proposed variation of conditions attached to the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) approval for the
Infrastructure Upgrade and Construction at Canberra Airport Project (EPBC approval 2009/4748).

Officers of this department have reviewed the variation request and briefed me. As delegate of the
Minister for the Environment and Water, | have varied the conditions attached to EPBC Act approval
2009/4748 under section 143(1)(c) of the EPBC Act which includes that Canberra Airport will provide
$1,000,000 in funding over 4 years to compensate for impacts on the Canberra Grassland Earless
Dragon. The action must now be taken in accordance with the varied conditions specified in the
variation notification, which has been attached for your information.

As discussed with departmental officers, please submit within 6 months from the date of this letter a
revised version of the Northern Road Construction and Operations Strategy (condition 5), and a
revised version of the Threatened Species Management (condition 2) in accordance with condition 6
of the approval to reflect the varied conditions of approval and current status and management of
relevant threatened species.

As you are aware, the department has an active monitoring program which includes monitoring
inspections, desk top document reviews and audits. Please ensure that you maintain accurate
records of all activities associated with, or relevant to, the conditions of approval so that they can be
made available to the department on request.

| would like to thank you for your engagement with the Department throughout this comprehensive
process, and for the commitments you have agreed to that will strengthen outcomes for the

Canberra Grassland Earless Dragon.

DCCEEW.gov.au

John Gorton Building - King Edward Terrace, Parkes ACT 2600 Australia 1
GPO Box 3090 Canberra ACT 2601 ABN: 63 573 932 849
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Should you require any further information please contact Tony Richards directly or email the
Department’s Post Approval Section to PostApproval@dcceew.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

Brendan Linton-Smith

Acting Branch Head

Environment Assessments (Vic, Tas) and Post Approvals Branch
Environment Regulation Division

30 July 2025

Attachment:

e Notice of variation of conditions

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
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Date of
decision

Conditions attached to approval

Canberra Airport Response

areas of Natural Temperate Grassland
and threatened species habitat;

CEMP Checklist completed by
HUON Construction Lead

b) Identification and implementation
of erosion and sedimentation control
measures during and following
construction;

Refer to Appendix 1 Example
Photos of erosion control measures
and Appendix 2 CEMP Checklist
completed by HUON Construction
Lead.

c) Identification and implementation
of appropriate weed hygiene
measures;

Refer to Appendix 1 Photos of
washdown area and Appendix 2
CEMP Checklist completed by
HUON Construction Lead.

d) Induct construction workers and
contractors about requirements to
protect threatened species and Natural
Temperate Grassland in accordance
with relevant legislation;

Refer to Appendix 2 CEMP
Checklist completed by HUON
Construction Lead

e) Measures to reduce impacts on
listed threatened species;

Refer to Appendix 1 CEMP
compliance checklist in and the
implementation of the
preconstruction protocol for the
Investigation and Retrieval of
Grassland Earless Dragon.

All fauna identified during the
preclearance work, not just listed
threatened species were managed in
accordance with the EPBC permits
and approvals.

f) Indicative environmental
management checklists to assist with
monitoring the implementation of
environmental management
obligations during construction works;
and

Refer to Appendix 2 for completed
environmental management
checklists by contractor.

g) Unless otherwise specified, the
person taking the action must submit a
report of performance against the
requirements of the CEMP by 30 June
in each year for a period of 5 years.

This report.
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Appendix 1 — Example photographs of environmental management measures and
controls

19 December 2024

Grass height before slashing and preclearance works by Ecologists.

10 Januaray 2025

Multiple silt fences installed after preclearnce works to stop ingress of other fauna into the works area
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