
SITE CLASSIFICATION REPORT SUMMARY 

BLOCK: 

JOB No: 

CLIENT: 

1 

46231.63 

SECTION: 9 

lndesco Consulting Engineers 

SUBURB: 

DATE: 

Denman Prospect 

March 2016 

CLASSIFICATION PROCEDURES: 

EXISTING SUBSURFACE CONDITIONS: 

Test Pit 162: Located on the boundary of Blocks 2 & 3 of Section 9. Dry to moist, sandy silty topsoil filling to 
0.2 m overlying initially low to high strength, highly weathered rhyodacitic ignimbrite to the bucket refusal depth of 
0.85 m. 

Test Pit 163: Located on the boundary of Blocks 1 & 14 of Section 9. Dry to moist, sandy silty topsoil filling to 
0.2 m overlying initially low to high strength, highly weathered rhyodacitic ignimbrite to the bucket refusal depth of 
0.7 m. 

SITE CLASSIFICATION: Class S (slightly reactive) based on limited subsurface information and 
determined in general accordance with the requirements of AS2870-2011 (Ref 1 ). If the building pad is founded 
entirely on weathered rock, a Class A classification may be appropriate. Therefore the classification must be 
reassessed should the soil profile change either by adding fill or removing soil from the block and/or if the presence 
of service trenches or retaining walls are within the zone of influence of the block with the possibility of a Class P site. 
Reference must be made to the comments provided below. 

FOOTING SYSTEMS: Reference must be made to AS2870-2011 (Ref 1) which indicates footing 
systems that are appropriate for each site classification. All footings must found within a uniform bearing stratum of 
suitable strength/material, below the zone of influence of any service trenches, backfill zones, retaining walls or 
underground structures. Masonry walls should be articulated in accordance with current best practice. Footing 
systems must be confirmed by a structural engineer taking into consideration any onsite or offsite constraints. 

MAINTENANCE GUIDELINES: CSIRO Sheet BTF 18 'Foundation Maintenance & Footing Performance' 
( attached). Refer to comments about gardens, landscaping and trees on the performance of foundation soils. 

COMMENTS/ 

LIMITATIONS: 

REFERENCES: 

Development specific geotechnical investigations must be undertaken. 

Additional topsoils / filling may have been spread subsequent to the investigation. 

Site preparation prior to the construction should include removal of all vegetation, topsoil 
and any uncontrolled filling. 

All new filling must be placed under controlled conditions (AS 3798-2007). 

Some variability in subsurface conditions must be anticipated. 

Moisture condition of site soils and/or the presence of groundwater may vary considerably 
from time of investigation compared to at the time of construction. 

Hard rock excavation must be anticipated. 

It is recommended that footing excavations be inspected by a geotechnical engineer. 

This report must be read in conjunction with the attached notes "About this 
Inspection Report". 

1. AS 2870-2011 'Residential Slabs and Footings,' Standards Association of
Australia.

Douglas Partners 
Geotechnics I Environment I Groundwater 
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Introduction 
These notes are provided to amplify DP‘s 
inspection report in regard to the limitations of 
carrying out inspection work.  Not all notes are 
necessarily relevant to this report. 
 
 
Standards 
This inspection report has been prepared by 
qualified personnel to current engineering 
standards of interpretation and analysis. 
 
 
Copyright and Limits of Use 
This inspection report is the property of DP and is 
provided for the exclusive use of the client for the 
specific project and purpose as described in the 
report.  It should not be used by a third party for 
any purpose other than to confirm that the 
construction works addressed in the report have 
been inspected as described.  Use of the 
inspection report is limited in accordance with the 
Conditions of Engagement for the commission. 
 
DP does not undertake to guarantee the works of 
the contractors or relieve them of their 
responsibility to produce a completed product 
conforming to the design. 
 
 
Reports 
This inspection report may include advice or 
opinion that is based on engineering and/or 
geological interpretation, information provided by 
the client or the client’s agent, and information 
gained from: 

 an investigation report for the project (if 
available to DP);  

 inspection of the work, exposed ground 
conditions, excavation spoil and 
performance of excavating equipment 
while DP was on site;  

 investigation and testing that was carried 
out during the site inspection;  

 anecdotal information provided by 
authoritative site personnel; and 

 

 

 

 
 DP’s experience and knowledge of local 

geology.  
 
Such information may be limited by the frequency 
of any inspection or testing that was able to be 
practically carried out, including possible site or 
cost constraints imposed by the client/ 
contractor(s).  For these reasons, the reliability of 
this inspection report is limited by the scope of 
information on which it relies. 
 
Every care is taken with the inspection report as it 
relates to interpretation of subsurface conditions 
and any recommendations or suggestions for 
construction or design.  However, DP cannot 
anticipate or assume responsibility for: 

 unexpected variations in subsurface 
conditions that are not evident from the 
inspection; and 

 the actions of contractors responding to 
commercial pressures. 

Should these issues occur, then additional advice 
should be sought from DP and, if required, 
amendments made. 
 
This inspection report must be read in conjunction 
with any attached information.  This inspection 
report should be kept in its entirety without 
separation of individual pages or sections.  DP 
cannot be held responsible for interpretations or 
conclusions from review by others of this 
inspection report or test data, which are not 
otherwise supported by an expressed statement, 
interpretation, outcome or conclusion stated in this 
inspection report. 
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